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FOOD THE MEANS OF YVICTORT,
Food Administrator Hoover has given
a convincing answer to tha attacks of
Clays Spreckels on his handling of the
sugar supply. It Is evidence of the
bittér hostllity shown by Chairman
Reed, of the Senate committee which

in Investigs the food administra-
tion, to Mr, Hoover and thes entire
polliey of food control. that he has

parsistently rafused to give Mr. Hoover
a hearing and that the latter has boeon
obliged to get his case hefore the poo-
ple by a direct statement. When
Benator Reed obstructs the policies
necessary to win the war, it is useless
for him fo profess zeal for the Na-
tional cause.

When the T'nited States entered the
war it found that Great Britain was
the central buyer of sugar for all the
allles, and that that country had made
large purchages from producing coun-
tries, Jleaving the remainder at the
mercy of New York's one thousand
speculative brokers. The latter had
already boosted the American con-
sumers’ price above that paid by allled
peoples and might readily have sent
it higher, to their own profit and to
the American people's impoverishment.
In order to prevent specuiation and
to obtain sugnar for the American peo-
plea o6n the same basis as the allies,
Mr. Hoover arranged with the allies
that hie should handle the supply for
dhem as well as for the United States,

The sugar supply reaches its lowest
edb in the late Fall and early Win-
ter, before the new crop comes on the
market. The Hawaliian erop Is har-
vested first, and Mr. Hoover made ar-
rangements with the planters and re-
finers of that country which stabilized
the price. He then arranged with the
beét sugar refiners and with the Louls-
iana cane growers. Finally, came an
sgreement with the Cuban planters
upon a price to which they had stren-
uoualy objected. He thus Insured that
the refiners should sell to the jobbers
et T4 cents, though the public might
easlly have bean compelled to pay 25
to 30 cents a pound if the market had
Bot been controlled.

The shipments to Canada and
France, about which Mr., Spreéckels
mads an outery, were made in ac-
cordance with the agreement, and they
conld not have bean withheld without
breach of faith. He ascribes the
ehortage in the Northeastern states to
these Fhipments, though the actual
cousa is lack of oars and ships. The
people of that section have not coms-
plained, though thay have been with-
out sugar at many times, and at other
times their purchases have been llm-
ited to two pounds. They understand
the situation and accept it in a pa-
triotic epirit, needing no such cham-
plon as Ayr. 8preckels. Reduction of
American consumption to 70 per cent
of the normal quantity In October,
November and December was neces-
dary in order that the other 30 per
cent might be shipped to our allies,
who are gn much shorter allowance.

An attempt 18 made to asperse the
motives of the committes which made
the Cuhan agreement because the
price which it made had the effect of
raising the price obtained by Mr,
Bpreckels’ rivals and thus &f increas-
ing their profite. That transaction is
opon 1o explanation free from any
ground for suspicion. The Cuban
planters contreol the largest supply of
cané sugar and Are citizens of an in-
dependent country, to which the
Amerlean food control law cannot
apply. They were, therefore, In a po-
siton to drive a better bargaln than
were any American producers. If any
of the latter incidentally profit, it can-
not be helped, when the purposs is to
equalize prices. The altornative of
frae speculation in a deficient supply
would have muleted the American
people s0 much mora heavily that they
can view with equanimity the rela-
tively small addition to the cost of
Hawallan sugnr. As to the Javan
stock of 900,000 tons, the shortage of
shipe puts it out of reach until vessels
can be spared to lmport It

Rastriction of Amerléan sugar con-
sumption s necéssary in order that
our allles may bhe =upplied. It 18 nec-
essary that they be supplied with this
as well as other foodstuffs in order
that they may do their part In win-
ning the war. Mr. Hoover's state-
mant that food will win the war 1s
amply sustalnéd by the experience of
Italy. The morale of part of the
Italian army was brokeéen by rgports
from bheahind the lines that the people
wers suffering from shortage of food
and that bread riots were frequent.
Germany worked on the sentiments of
the soldlers hy clrculating among them
thousands of coples of forged editions
of laading Italian newspapers which
contained exaggerated versions of the
facts, Morale was broken, and Italy
suffered defeat. When the people are
called upon to choose between trust-
ing Mr. Hoovgr. who is working for
victory by sustaining the morale of
our allies with ample food and whom
the British and French governments
trusted implicitly with the expenditure
of tens of millions of dollars, and
trusting & disgruntled sugar refiner,
they should not hesitate.

—————————

Amearicans who view the sugar
 ghortage with alarm because they be-
lieva that it will have a serious effect
upon health will be quletéd by =n
statement issued by threa professors
in leading medical colleges that “‘so
far a4s the adult population la con-
cerned, sUugar is not easantial.”” As a
matter of fact, people got along com-
fortably without it prioer to only about
twn centuries ago, and it was com-

1

parativaly unéommon even in Napo-
ifeon’s time. Nature has a way of pro-
viding sugar in sufficient quantities in
forms ‘readily avatlable, and our de-
pendencs upon sugar is largely habit
In reésponse to the contention of pa-
rents that their children cannot be
persuaded to eat sufiicient quantities
of porridge If they nare deprived of
thelr accustomed swestening, the med-
leal profeasors have made the sugges-
tion seriously that currantsa and raisins
be cocked with the breakfast cereal.
This Is offered for the guidance of
femilies In which parental discipline
I& not equal to the solution of dietary
problems.

FINAL DRIVE FOR THE RED OROSS.

Portland is called upon for a great
final effort to bring its Red Cross
membership up to 100,000 before the
New Year opens. All the Elks have
taken up the task, and as they néver
fall nt anything they undertake, there
should be no doubt of their success,
but they should have the nid of every
good citizen. Those pearson® who are
not alréeady enrolled in the Red Cross
should not wait to be asked. but
should seek out a canvassar and glve
their names and subsoriptions.

The United Btates is the fortunate
brother among the warring nations,
for all o8¢ in Europe have had hos-
tile armles in their s=oil, killing and
destroying. They have endured it for
nearly three yvears and a half, while
wa have been only to o llmited extent
in the war for nine months, It there-
fores becomes our duty to help the
suffering among our allies by giving
to the Red Cross. Upon that noble
institution our soldiers and sallors
must chiefly rely for care of the sick
and wounded, and for comforts when
they are rglieved from duty in thes
trenches.

Then a =trong pull shounld be made
today to enroll 100,000 memhbers for
Portland and 240,000 for all Oregon,
that the state may maintain its record
for always being first and that the old
venr may bhe finished with a good dead.

-
IMPORTANCE OF DISTANCE IN WAR.,

One of the main reasons why the
allies Have made their principal at-
tack on'the Germans along the Franco-
Belginn “front i& strikingly illustrated
by & map And table of distances pub-
lished in the Boston Trenscript with
an article by “An Old Soldier” from
the London Post. Accepting his die-
tum that “‘the basis of all strategy is
the study of communications.” we find
that on the western front the allies
are near an equality with the Ger-
mansa as regards distance from their
base, while German troops sent from
Lille to attack tha Italians on the
Isonzo had to travel 700 miles against
£60 miles traveled by the British from
Arras. The Germans have the same
advantage in golng to Trentino, for
the distance from Colmar is only 340
miles against 500 miles to be traveled
by the French from Bealfort.

When thea Macedonian front is con-
sidered, the advantage is still more on
the side of the Germans. A German
troop traln can go straight through
from Lille to the Greek frontier, a
distance of 1850 miles, while French
troops must go by rall to Marseilles,
to be tranaferred to steamer, sall 1o
Salonikl, and then ba transferred to
a railroad to reach the front, the
total distance from Arras belng 2100
mlles, with two transfers and with a
voyage of 1500 miles through seas
infested with submarines,

Not untll wa coma 16 Palestine and
Mesopotamia do distances approach
neaarer equality. Gaza 1z 2700 miles
from Lille for the Garmans, and the
journey requires a transfer aocross the
Bosphorus at Constantinople and an-
other across thée Taurus Mountains,
where there |5 a gap In the Bagdad

railroad. Gaza s 2500 miles from
Arras, the Britiah golng by rall to
Marselilas and thence by sea, but as

their advance i8 along and paraillel
with the coast, it shortens the dis-
tanca until they reach Aleppo and
Alexandratta, If the main Mesopo-
tamia army should then effact a juncs
tion with the Palestine army and If
the advance should be continued wast-
ward near the Mediterranean coast of
Asin Minor, the British would shorten
their own line of communication In
the same proportion as they shorten
that of the enemy.

The disparity in distance from the
west to Samsra, on the British front
in Mesopotamia, is greatly in favor of
Germany, for it is 6660 miles from
Arrns for the PBritish and only 49540
miles from Lille for the Germans. But
the British turn the scale heavily in
thelr favor by employing chlefly In.
dian troeps in that country, the dis-
tanece from Bombay to Basra, the port
of the Tigria, being only 2100 miles.

Other reasons for concentrating the
attack on Germany In the west are
that thera is the most valuable in-
vaded territory, from which the Ger-
mans draw conl and iron to carry on
the war; there the allles are In the
best position to invade Germany and
cripple thelr most powerful enemy by
depriving him of the coal and iron of
Lorraine and Westphalia; and there
is the shortest lina of travel for troops
and supplies from the United States
and Canada. By wearing down Ger-
many’s main force there and by driv-
ing it back Into Germany. they can
force withdrawal of troops from other
fronts until their armies in Italy,
Msacedonla and Turkey can taks the
offansive in confidence of uninter-
rupted victory.

The end would ba
ever, if the alllance were provided
with such abundances of ships that it
could begin an earller offensive on the
more distant fronts. Then there would
ba & prospect of cutting ths Teuton
empires off from Turkey and Bulgaria,
putting the two latter countries out
of business and carrying help to Rou-
mania. Plenty of ships would make
posaible & simultaneous offensive on
all fronts which would foil the Ger-
man game of shuttling troops from
one point of danger to another. Noth-
ing else can neutralize Germany’s ad-
vantage of shorter lines of communi-
cation.

hastened, how-
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A BAUBSTITUTE FOR THE SUN.

English physicists have made en-
couraging progress, as a result of re-
doubled efforts to speed up food pro-
duction, in thelr search for a substi-
tute for the sun In the stimulation of
plant growth., Experiments with elec-
tricity, begun several years ags and
dontinued perfunctorily before the
wir began, have recently been fos-
tered by the CGovernment under the
pressure of necessity, and the -pessi-
mistic tone of the original commen-
tatars has given place to ond of ros-
eate optimiem. The British Depart-
ment of Agriculture has installed a
large plant at the Hereford station,
where formerly operations ware con-
ducted on a small nnd academic scale,
and thes outcomae will be watched with
Interest wherever craps Are grown
that will bear an outlay large in pro-
portion to the area of land Involved.

The alternating current s nsed, »o

cording to a writer in the Electriéeal
Experimenter, who hies seen the piant
in operation. Spring wheat, barley,
oals and clover have bean edown, And
the methed adopted is to string wiroa
over the fisld, supporting them on
short poles, giving room for loaded
Wagons to pass benocath. The charge
fizzes from the wires audibly, with A
glow that is visible on darker nights.
One who walks bencath the wires can
fesl the effect on the hair of the hena,
as of a cobwebd oan the fuce. Thesc
outward manifestations, however, {0
not explain the forces which are at
work. It is not yet known whether
it is so-called “lonization” of the at-
mosphere, or something else, whicH
causes the crop to multiply.

Concurrent experiments conducted
by & private owner of vegetable gar-
dens In Wales have led Sir Thomas .
Roberts to belleve that the effect ot
eleclricity upon the soll is chiefly to
promote nitrilleation so esmentinl to
tha well-being of the plant. The dark
green tlesue and the building up of
new celluiar Ussue are regarded ax
evidences of grestor vigor. In some
way which we do not yet understand
the electricnl current supplemeonts the
sun, but not the light of the sun. It
has bLeen observed that when the cur-
rent was supplied on hright days Its
effect was actumlly detrimental. Beat
results have been obtalned by it® em-
ployment just befors dawn and jJust
after sunset on sunny days, and on
other days when the sun ix obscured
by clouds, Thera are plenty of cloudy
days in the locality In which the work
is being done,

Cost of the permanent pilant, which
is estimated at $1500 for twenty-four
acres, and oOf malntenance, Another
$200 a wear, will restrict Its use, but
it should be borme in mind that the
maintenance figures are based upon
electricity produced with os fuel
This cost would be greatly reduced In
the vicinity of cheap watler power.
The value of the entire eénterprise,
however, probably doss not e HO
much in the actual food it will pro-
dnce In the coming yen| as In the
fact that It appears to have stepped
upon the thrashold of an important
physical discovery. We appear to ba
only on the outer margin of our un-
derstanding of the chemistry of nir
and sunllght and electricity, and the
work so modestly begun 1n Engiand
may not unareasonably be cxpected to
develop into something fraught with
maomenious consaquénces to the entire
Industrial 1ife of the world,

conl

WHY HAS RURAL CHURCH GONE BACK?

Tha Oregonian had supposed that
noone would disagree with its moder-
Ats obmervations on the rural church
and itx decline, the other day, for Its
information was from the common
fund of knowledge and experlence,
and its conclusions were exactly
accord with the avallable repor

findings of qualified and earnest in-
vestigators, both denominational and
non-denaminational. But wa hear to-

day from ‘& wpll-known clergyman
that The Oregofian is mistaken, that
little or nothnig I= 1o about
it, and that.the committee of five
churchea which made the Lane County
survey, &and offered certaln well-de-
fined and well-matured remedies, do
not, speak with authority, but were
“self-constituted.” Wea thall not argue
that point, beyvond the suggestion that
thers Is n certain credit to bhe given
to the opinions and siatements of any
body of men who are of goad public
repute, and who by thelr professions
and service are, presumably, qualified
to discusa a subject exactly rejated to
their own Ilife occupation. If five
clergymen cannot t=ll us what {a the
matter with the rural church, who
can? Waeé are not quita content to ac-
cept the counter assertion of the
protesting clergyman that there 1s
nothing the matte Clearly there is.

The Oregonian basad all its com-
ment on the premise that thera Is
“*no cconomic Jjustitication for twelve
churches in & place, which ean ade-
quately support, say, not more than
four or five.” Aftention Invited to
the letter of Dy, Cline, printed eolse-
where, with the mild guery as to
whether there is anything thereln that

be done

=

ehows that The Oregonian erred, Can
there ba any warrant for twelve
churches In a towir or community

which can give only three or four sufi-

cient mnowurlshment, be It financial,
epiritual, or s=ocial? Our critle, In-
dead, does not direcily say so; vyet

that is the whole purport of his argu-
ment.
There 18 no sound analogy betwean

the present condltion of the rural
school und the rural church It is
not at all a correct statement that the

country school langulishes as the coun-
try church does, and for the samo ren-
sons. Let us take a trip into the
Willamette Valley, =ayv, and report
what we see. It will be that the dizs-
trict schools as a rule have a thrifty
look, while the adjacent churches nre
neglected, unkempt, and often aban-
doned. There 18 at least one com-
munity where the church has been
given up wholly, and the meetings of
savaral denominationa are held In the
schoolbouse, just across the road. The
reason is, of courss, that tha school
bullding 13 neat, clean and comilort-
able, while the other place Is out of
repalr, and it takes mongy, which the
nelghborhood eéan i1l afford, to make
it habitable and comfortable, The
taxpayer, of course, supports the one,
and volunteers the other. Yat the
money for the ona Is ungrudsingly
provided: and for the other, not 8o
freely. Why 8 that? Doubtless it 18
because the community feels that it
is petting service from the one. It
has not got it from the other, at least
in that Instance.

The rural church has suffered grently
from the greaAt industrinl movement
to the citles. In ploneer davs it wns a
flourishing institution, supplving =
genuine noaed, and responsive to the
wints, thoughts, moods and longings
of its moembers and patrons. Those
ware the days of the eclircult rider, of
rugged and even stentorian leadership,
and of genulne consecration by preach-
ers and lalty. But a change came,
with famiilac change of conditions,
and the rural e¢hurch went back. At
the same time, we are toid, the rural
school lost ground. If so, It has surely
regained It, by methods which good
men and women now think should be
applied to revival of the church.

The distriet school has in many
cases given way to the union school,
and In many states a township or a
county unites to build and maintain o
high school. Where there was once
a singld room. now there are several
rooms, with a staff of teachers. The
standards of instruction have unques-
tionably been rajsed, for there ure
bétter equipment, bettar pald teachers
and a far more dillgent general inter-
est among puplls. Thera iz a record
of a union school, to which the pupils
were taken by the ecarry-all, where
there was but a single instance of
tardiness in ten years. The fact that
the voung scholar would be called for
was a great stimulus to the practice
of promptiness,

S~ it ta trus that the snrahlar AF tha

 arnment

rural school I= being solved, because
it has been adapted to the require-
ments of the community. It Iz hard
to understand why there should be the
slightest resentment against an en-
dauvor, from the inside, by friendly
hands, to reorganize the rural church.
We shall be told, of course—we are
heing told-—that religion is tempera-
mental in Its expression, and that
there are many gates to heaven, and
that the member of one¢ denomination
who has given lifelong devotion to his
c¢hurch ecanmot easlly be persuaded to
take another road.

Now, we have no thought at all of
trampling on anyone's sactarian toes,
and it i= not necessary, in the plan
of A federated church which Is now
finding acceptange, for Any oné to uns
denominationalize himself. In a com-
munity too poor to sustaln a4 single
organigation, It ought to he sasy for
all sects, or several of them, to agres
to hold services and to do sodlal work
together. In a slngle place in Illinois
six denominatlons—Weslevan, Metho-
dist, Methodist Episcopal, Eplscopal,
Christian. Baptist and Saventh Day
Adventist—{formally united In a union
church. The organiaation, it is re-
ported, consisted simply of the clece
tion of two deacons, and & cofmmittes
of three to engage a pastor or supply
for the pulpit, nnd an agreemoent to
tnke the Holy Beriptuires as the only
rule of faith and practice, and Chris-
tlan character the test of fellowship.
This plan has stood the test of forty-
five years,. Who will say it Is not
good ? v

Doubtless some of our doubting
friends will be interested in the testi-
mony of a preacher, Dr. Charles H.
Taylor, of McArthur, Ohlo, who has,
s he says, been “ministering for forty
voears to the needs of various groups
of country churches among ths hills
of Southwestern Ohlo."” Dr. Tayvlor
offars this pointed asssriion:

The first thing to 46 8 to, get the ohurch
nt IArgs awake to the nasd of cenirsliza-
tinn of country churohes ‘The pressnt condi-
tion of thees chuliches I8 & woaful waste of
the lord's money, the labors of his miniss
tors and tha energlén of his pebpla It e
a detriment ,to the spiritual life of the
country communities and a hindranes to tha
upbullding of the kingdom nof God In tha
souls of mén. Whenever the church In ready
awnke to these truths, we Will find & way
to centralliae.

A way i being found. The Ore-
gonian is told that the Interdenomi-
natianal Committes In Oregon ik mak-
ing decided headway. A parL of the
plan ik to agree that competition shall
ba e¢liminated where there =2 room for

one and not for two. In some cases,
one denomination will give way, in
other cases another. 8o, in this way,

there will be a better chance for the
denominations as a whole to proeper,
and the communities to ba well
soerved, A llve church anywhere I8
surely better than no &hurch, or two
churches dying or nearly dend.

How great a flood of wealth I8 be-
ing accumulated by the farmers can
best be understood by comparison of
the aggresate value of this year's
crope with those of former years. Tha
total of $21,000,000,000 would pay the
entire cost of the war and tha Gov.
for the wyear ending next
June, and is §6,500,000,000 more than
that for 1816. The corn crop s worth
$4.659,000,000, compared with $2,296,-
000,000 for 1916, $1,723,000.,000 Iin
1915, and an average for five yvears of
$1.577,000,000. The wheat crop Iis
worth $1,320,000,000, an increase of
$294,235,000 over 1916, The intrease
in value far exceeds increase In cost
of production.

The unjon of ratlway muail clerks,
15,000 strong, has been given & char-
ter, despite Mr, Burlesof's opposition.
These clerks come under ths head of
ekilled labor, and organization of
workmen under that classification is
not open to criticism. There is much

room elsewhere for Mr. Burleson's
activity.
Oregon lives up to its record by

more than doubling its quota of the
war library fund. It came mostly o
smill sumes, which is a hint how the
total for war savings certificates can
be rolled up.

There is no getting away from the

income tax. Employers will be re-
quired to report payments of more

than $800 to any one during 1917.

If Harriman and Hill could have
seen the power which McAdoo wields
as a raflroad king, they would have
felt like very small Kinglets.

The Germans have a grudge against
any other natlon which makes pre-
tense of culture, so they try to destroy
the evidencs with bombs,

If Judge Rossman continues to im-
pohke finies at the present rate, there
will ba many very careful motorists
in Portland next year,

The farmer who would plant more
with less labor must apply to the
county agent for advice and instruec-
tion.

}

Those countries, like Guatemaln,
which are not directly injured by war
are shaken by the convulsions of na-
ture.

1f Count Czernin really wants peace,
he will speak In & volce that sounds
more like the end of militarism.

With a 10 per ocént intreasa in pay.
all Northern FPacific employes will con-
sider it a happy New Year.

Don't worry; Winter may stray
across the Rocky Mountains about the
time when Spring i8 due,

If you do not wear a Red Cross
button today it will ‘'not be a happy
New Year tomorrow.

If you are walting for “a cold day"
to begin something, start now. It may
come at any time.

Governmant will reduce the number
of trains, but must put more straps
in the oars.

Dons anything to anybody during
the year that is closing today? Square
it tomorrow,

Suppose the Oregon troops wers nt
Camp Mills now, with temperatures
below zaro?

l

It's “auto polieh™ now in Sealtle,
and by and by may be embalming
fluld.,

What the East needs Is two fuel
ondministratora working overtime,

Honolulu is asking for prohibition.
Port Said next, may be.

Thermometers In the East indlcate
a shrinkage in mercury.

“Fat"” contracts go with war,
anite vi=Tanca,

-

SFECIAL NEED FOR EACH CHURCH

or. Cline Deeries Proposal That Rural
Worshippers Unite.

FORTLAND, Deé. 30.—(To the Ed-
Itor.)—The Oregonian's editorial De-
cember 24 on the decline of tha rural
church and tos many churches in the
small towns, while ably written, falls
to hit:the mark.

As A mattér of fact, the country
church sufféers from the shme cause
that affects thé country school and the
country store, namely, the growing dis-
like of rfamiiles to live on the farm,
with'the smailer land owner seliing out
to hia nelghbor, who bufs everything
Joining him, ‘This process hys been
golng on for years In évery Northern
stnte and in California and Orogon,
Country schools, once vigorous and
crowded with children, are now aban-
doned, or reduted to only a few puplia

In the meantime the church comes in
for its share of the same fate. The old
constituency .- of memberahip Is gone,
and the farmer who has not yet moved
to town, when Bunday comes, takes
his family I A automobile and in a
few minutes runs to the city to church,
where they hear good preaching, good
singing And stay for the well-organized
Sunday school. This practicslily com-
pazses the whole sitnation of the re-
eading country church: and whoe's o
blame?

As to there belng oo many churches
in the towns, sgmething may . be sald
on both wsidea. While the survey at
Eugene a yvear or two since, composed
of self-conatituted critics, is quoted by
The Oregoniin as conclusive, It is wpil
to remémber that one swallow does
not make a Bummer. Critles who ex-
amine a thing, not to assimilate it. but
evidently to find fault with It, espe-
cially in ehurch matters, are only a
bunch of pharisical dyspeptics,

Thiz writer had hnd 0 years’, and
more, observation and work amoung the
emallar churcheéd In country and town,
and the principal alm among them, ad«
mitting that thers may in some places
be too many. I=E not proseiyting mem-
bere from others;, but unselfish usaful-
ness, sympathy and harmony with their
nelghbora, In most Places in Summer
months all theses shurchos unite In the
evaning mervice, thée pastors taking
turna in preaching. Instead of Indulg-
Ing In jealous rivalry and hatred, every
one of them Is trying with Intelligent
fidelity to do Its work In 118 own way—
work that one bhig darganization (usu=
ally filled mote or lems with drones)
could by ne means accomplish: and
nearly all thia thlk at Chautauquas and
by the press about “waste of erfart and
money” |8 without foundation In facl

Nor 18 It ralr to require of ithesa
churcheae to furnlah Amusament to com-
peis with the vilinge dance or country

danc®d hall, which requires nalther
dayiight., space, nor choice of associa-
tion,

Nor must Lthe fact be lost sight of
that thesa different church organiza-

tione administer ta the differant tem-
péraments of the people where they ars,
far more affectively than esuld one big
chureh organization,

It In well known that
exactly the sama to ANy two permonn;
and it is well that 1t is s0. Religious
views and religloua experisnce differ
in different poople. The ox doas not
view A sunset with the pame approcia-
tion of the eultivated artist, and wyet
the ox, Tor a numbef Of reasongé may
be of more worth than the artist. He
often is S0 there are poople in avery
community, like the Methodista for in-
ELAnce, whoke richness and Intensity
of emotion appeal to persons of singu-
lar temperament: whila others, equally

oo0d and usefu! in all the walks of
Ife, think tha ordinance of baptizing
adminisiared in a certaln mechanleal
wony is the only door to thée sheepfold.

It is only waate and folly to attempt
to make the two types intc one. Tt
cannot be done, and the money ex-
pended in maintalning a church for
each suppliea an actual need In every
cammunity, and who shall say the
mohey thuas used might not be spent
for far less profitable things?

Nor 18 this all. Instead of éngender-
ing 111-will In the méembers of one of
these churchea against another, they,
by lnudable competition in good works,
are growling the best material for the
commonwealith and for the churches
themsalvea, Every Methodlst anoual
conferance and every other coclesias-

nothing Is

tieal body knows, 4ll too well, how
seldom a young minister of the goapel
comes out of a big city chureh: al

ways, or with rare exceptions, the can-
didste for holy orders ocomes from the
mmall ehureh in the country or village
It is In these ¢hurches, four or five
of them In one little town, too many,
yYou say; and yet It 1s here the best man
Rre grown, like the tall Oregon fir
that shoots up strajght trees for ship
timbara in this our time of need,

C. E. CLINE.

Britiah Service Dadge.

PORTLAND, Dée. 30.—(To the Ed-
1tor,)=I am a British subject and have
an uncle and six cousins serving In the
English army (two already killed), 1Is
It permissibie for me to wear or hang
in the window a garvice flag, or doea It
apply to Amerieans only.

A BRITISH SUBJECT.

The service flags made of our Na-
tlonal colors and displayved in this
eountry rapresent, with thelr stars,
men in the Unlted States Armmy. While
it is lmprobable that anyone would
abject to your displaying a service rlag
to represent your relatives in the Brit-
ish Army, It would dbe more appropriate
for you to follow the English and Cana-
dian cusiom and wear budges repre-
sénting the DBEritish contingenta In
which you have relatives serving., The
énlisted men can obtaln and send the
badges to members of their families at
homeé.

Enlistment of Canadinn.

EALEM, Or., Dec. 88,—{To the »Bdl-
tor.})—I1 have a wife and four small
c¢hildren; wife and myself born in Can-
ada; lived In Unlted States nine yvears:
children Dborn In thia ecountry; have
nevar applied for cltizenship. (1) Can
I be conscripted In thé British army
or Canadian army? (2) Could I enlist
in U, 8. Army? READER.

(1) No.

(2) If you are of registration age
and expressly rellnquish olalm of ex-
emption on the ground of allenage you
will he classified ae Lthough ¥yYou wera
n citizen of the United States. TYour
moceptabllity for Ilmmediate military
duty would depend upon whather your
ramily s mainly dependent on your
labor for support.

When Registrant Changes Occupation.

HALSEY, Or., Dé#¢c. 29.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—Suppose a man [ills out his
questlonnaire and returns it as a farm-
er, can he engage in any other occu-
pation, or dnés he have (o remain a
farmer? Some say he can't.

A READER.

it he has besn given a deferred clas-
sification on the ground of engagement
in & necessary agricultural anterprise,
he may changes his occupation, but must
report such change within five days to
his local board. Fallure to report s
punizhable by one year's imprigonment.
Aftér change of status has beén re-
ported the board may on (ts own mo-
tion proceed to a reclassification,

Stage Hero Wanted.
London Idesals.
Officer—Do yYou know anyona lodging
here named Romeo Binka?
Maid—Yes, sir, "E's playin’ the ‘ero
at the Thoeater Royal in “"Simpkins the
Hero.”"
Ofticer—Well, you go and tell him
he's wanted for dodging military
L

UNITY IS DEEMED IMPOSSIBLE

No Umnnecessary Church Will Consent
te Elimination, Says Writer.
SILVERTON, Of., Dée. 28 —(To the
Editor.)—In your editorial on oo many
churches you say “there is no sconomic
Justification for 12 churches in a place
which can adegquataly support not more |
than four or five.”™ Ah! “there's the rub."
What four or rive would it he? BEath
of the dozen lobk upon the other 11
as Epurlous, or at lesst not poasessad
of true religion, pure and undefiled.
The Baptists and other bellavers In
mmergion view with concern those who
think they ¢an get to heaven by sprin-
kling. The Protestants think the Cath-
olics Lthe biggest humbug on the face of |
the éarth, and the Cathollea share nm‘

same opinlon of the Protestanta

To show tha fellowship and feaslinz
that exists among the falthful, our
town has just had a case in polnt. A
disciple or Pastor Russall advertised a
frée lecture explaining how the Bible
foretald the presant world war. One
or our clergymen lmmediately posted
the following notlce: “Another plous
frand coming to our already over-
ehurched Mttle e¢lty; eome to our church
Siunday nlght and hear him exposcd!
Fie #nve tha Itinerant preacher hnll
Columbia. I wiil 2ubpmit, as will all |
sane people, that we are over-churched,
but how to get rid of the surpius is a
tantalixing question.

Ther# nre nearly a dozen churches
here Our milltant elergyrman's de-
nomination has three of them, and ench
contending the other two gro wWrong
In the Unlited BStatos this church has
23 offehoota or Iindependent saynods, and
143t Bummer an effort was made at
Paul, Minn., by representatives of these
diversent bodiss to lay aside their dif-
ferences—Join togethor and fight the
devil under one banner, The effort
fatled. 1 believe that Any attempt on
thls 1ine will fall, In this country Are
16 Methodlst, 15 Baptist, 12 l‘r'n-.h:.-
tarian, six Advant, four Refarmed fovr |
| Dunkard and four Bréthren hodiea, nine
falth asaociations, and sxome doRen =07
more with two or thres branches,
eides others that are still intact

Altogather thera are mdra than 180
differant Christian bodles in the Inited

i

bhea-

Bimten,

2o there I8 no donbt that the ENDOr-
fluous chureh f= here, but L 14 KOINE
1o be & hard Job to elimihate her, Tha
Jurars will neceszanrily he drawn from
their own ocongragations and esch wi H
vote unanimousiy to #liminate t}

ar fellow The trial will naturail nd

In ‘A draw-—falled 1o Agresr—and there
you are, right where xou started, with
A whola ot of hard work and hard
words for nothing.

OFCAR REDFIELD,

10 CENTS TO SIT, b CENTS TO |STAND
Contributor Offers Alterantive for Fint
G-Cent Carfare,

PORTLAND, o 1, JRTE PN

Ine

o [

the

| Churel

! pPaator
| mandé an

tor )—Regarding the f-.cant
not make fara for seat 10
cants for standing room?

The streetcar hom s abroad In
eity. or more noticeabiy aince tha
rarvice ham beon curtalisd Takas
car on the Unlonsavenues lins fram
te T30 In the morning and
find from wmix (o 20 women gmolng to
laundries and factarles standing and
trying to pull the straps from the car,
while the seats are fllled with the for-
eign aleament. decorated with Red Croes
and union buttons.

For the past two months T have
goen A& man get up and give his gent
A& woman, Really it {s amusing
painful to see & blg..able-badied
walk upon the feet of others In a
rugh ts baat some poor ald lady
sént, Tharae must he F etreak
ﬁ’ yellow In sueh & peraon. for

ything you may say to him will ot
be resented, 1 hava appointed mysealf
A committes of one to belter condl-
tiona, but ta dats have not haan ahla ¢
gat & row started The chivalrous
youth must be “somswhere In France.™

Bome tima ago there was a writing
and walling about the Helghts oar he-
Ing overlonded—maral Influenca and all
the rest of that talk. That was tame,
The bridge cars carry 120 on many
tripa and no ane sdomas to have time
o put up & howl

We had thought
gestion to My
the reats from
of hay haler?
conld be added

One Instance in particular oceurrad
aAhout a weak =ince on an Alberta car,
Only one woman passenger and she wan
standing Just think of 82 thinga
mada in the Image and likeness of God,
allowing one poor woman who had
probahly bheen taken from a good h

nome
by another man of thelr kind and later

fare, why

cants and b

the
cAr
any
6320
you will

fnat
{ £ ]
and
man
mad
to a

of selling n
Grifrith: Why not
the oara and use n
In this way a few
to énch trip

S~
taka
kind

furos

left with a few children to support, go-
ing out into the world to battla for
an honest living, while these big hus-

Kies sat on thelr haunches and allowea

har the privilege of standing

In the name of humanity, men, let
us walke up. Where are the clubs
business meéen's leagues, Chamber of
Commercs committess, vice control en-
thusiasts® Guaex they all ride In cary
and do not gee the ignities sufferad
by the women and children whom mia-
fortune has marked and  whe must
patronixe the Portland strestecars,

XYours for m & and 10-cent fare,

. RANK
EfMiclency Expe * Needed,

PORTLAND, Dec. 20—(To tha BEdi-
tor. ) —0Cne phasa of the street rallway
question which has not, to my knowl-
edge, boen glven dAue conslderation I=
the elimination of usaleas lines and
routings, No increase of rates can be
considered just or equitnble until the
company is réequired to cut out all use-
less expenae. In the hey day of rall-

wily explolitation these franchises were
of such great value that twice as many

ilnes weare bullt as weare aver nesioad,
and now thet the automobile has mnade
garious inroads Into the revenues of

the rallwaye one of the first
that should recelve attantion is
expenses may be cut down without fm-
pairment of the service.

As an iInstancae of needlass
théra I8 no gool reason for the rfivae
parallel llnes on First, Second, Third,
Fifth and Seventh (EBro.dway) =traasts
Two lines would be esufficient and
could be so placed that no one would
need to walk over 300 yArda to reach
a car and the other sirects would
4ll tha bettar for team and automoblle
traffic. Two of the bridges should be
unobstructed by carlines and a care-
fully worked out sysitem of loop and
belt lines wusing the tracks nlready
built could be made to furnish In-
finitely better and more convenlént
gervice and at a decided shving In
malntenance and operating costs

Outlying districts should be =erved
by lines of two or thréa cars in charge
of one motorman And run At greater

lines,

Intervals. Instead of the Publle Serv-
jca Commission granting the Increase
of fares now £o0 bessechingly asked
for, It had better, raquire the railway
company to call in an effloioncy engi-
neer to tell what s the matter and
how to remedy it

THOMAS 8 WILKES,
wivil Engineer.

Secrvetaries to Presldenis.
COOK. Wash., Dec, 20.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—In order to estile A dispute
please states the names of the private
secretaries of ex-Presidents Roosevell

and Taft, and also that of President
Wilson. REGULAR SUBECRIBER.

Presldent Roosevelt's firel private
gpcretary was George B, Cortelyou: his
second waa William Loeb, Jr.

Preaident Taft had three private sec-
retaries in the order named: Fred W,
Carpentar, Charles D. Norton and
Charles D. Hillas,

Prealdent Wilson's secretary is Joseph
" Tomnlty

MAttars |

how |

|
1
]

In Other Days.

Twenty-Filve Yearas Ago.
From Tha Oregonian, Decamber 31, 1892,

The rate mesting of all transconti-

néntal linea hns been eoanlled for St
Faul, Minn., January 9 It will be aof
vast Importance to Portland:
Adair, of Astoria, one
of the trustees of the projected Goble
raillway, returned yYesterday from New
York, where he has been In confarence
with trustees and the capitalists who
are to bulld the road.

The tuneful opara, "The Falry Grot-
to,”” was producad by lécal talent Iast
night at the Marquam Grand Among
those who rook part wers Mra C. W,
Alisky, Mrs. E. Q. Finck, Mra. Mae

Colonel John

'ﬂradirs'. Olga Bartsch, lLena Hander-
| aon, Emma Fife, Miss May Cook., Agnes
| Henderson,
|and the Misses Cornslius and Terry.

Mrs. Fléliner, C. A. Deane,

The 2Zith anniversary of the Unitarian
al Seventh and Yamhi(ll., waas
celebrated Iast night. Rev. T. Ellot,
ring the quarter of a century,
nildress, an did Dr. Biration
president of Portland Unlversity, who
présant at the dedication aof the
E 1]

e

wWna
chur

New York.—Dr. Brizgs has won a
victory None of the #»ix charges
against him have been sustained. The

clopest vota was on the chargs that he
had taught that the Bible containad
error of history, but ha was victarisug,
61 to 68, In that. His cass will not be
Appealed to the general assembly, it is
likely.

i
Half n Centnry Ago.
Ftam The Oregonlan, Decomber 31, 1847
Washington—From information ab-
talnéd at the State Department It ap-
pears that Ministar Hale has for mome
tima been In communication. with the
Spanish Eovernment concerning the
of Cuba
San Franolsoo—The most  tareific
Rtarm that has swepbt the Pacifie In the
Inst 12 yearn (& now raging The waves
at South Beach ran 10 feet over the
wWnarves
S2an  Franocleot.—The Souaves [ast
night used the butte of their muskets
on the craowd at Catserly's reception at

the Ocecldental.

The Ealem flouring mlll (= now mak-

ing 400 barrels of flour a day

GO, W. Lawson, of Balem, It le 16sarnad
Intends to move (o California Ha hae
EO0Od proapedls In that sthats,

The new chureh of the Unitarian S»-
clety was dedicated Sunday sfternoon,
Hev. T. L Ellot, aexisted By the Reva

af tha Methodist Eplscopal
Anderson, of the Baptlat, and
ding, of the Presbytarian, offi-
AMr, Ellot, the néw paktor, Ar-
Fived hut a few daye aAgo by boat from
Bt, Leouls, Ma He a quite & young
man, but has tha reputation »f having
quite a good dsal o6f talant The billd-
Wi dedicated stands on the cornsr of
Seventh and Yamhill streors
Income Tax Exemptions.
APTON, Wash., Dec. 28, ~(Tb the
Editor. ) Ary Lnlted States Senaters
and United States Reprasentatives ax-
empt from Incoma tax? It ed, why?
Are other Federai officiale exempt? 1f
Ao, who? C. M
The following Incomer ars exempt
from theé provisions of the narmal ln-
coma tax and the war Incomes tax: The
compensation of Lthe presant President
of the United States during ths term
for which he has been elected. and
tha judmes of the supréeme and (nfe-
rlor oourts of the United Statas now
in office, and the compensation of all
offloers and employes of w stats or
any political subdivielon tharenf, ax-
ept when such é¢ompensation Is pald
by the United States Government
The war excess profits tax, which
oparates as an incoms tax on Indi-
viduanl Incomes of more than 36000, e
not aseressed aghinsgt the salarises of
officers and émployos of the United
Stntes, or any siate, terrivery, or the
Distriet of Columbia or any local sub-

divizlon thereof
Repreasntativen
'n

exemplic

In Congress and
Senators come under the
only.

ted Stntes

in of the latter law

Mystics Among the Groat.
SOUTH BEND, Wash., Dec. i8.—(To

the fitor, )—I widh to any a few words
in ot to "A Bookworin,” whosa let-
Ler printed in Theé Oregoninn.

printa a

He terrible pléiture of par-

[ devolte thelr time to the study

[ . To one who underatands
5 ¥ is nothing unnatural about it
it |s mind power rightly used.

On the other hand, & great deal of s0-
called myéticism I8 re payachiam or
Talse oceuliiem, which | unnatural ang
dungerous ¢ well.

Some of the greatest men of all ages
have baen mpy ce, among whom Christ

wonderful. Thaosa of
were Shakeapeare, Bal-
nit Whitman—only a

wdas (he mos
modern times
ruc, Emearaon, V
rew in a long
Does “Hookworm'a"
here?

Today =some of the highest positions
the land are ocoupied by men mys-
who necesaiirily conceal tha fact,
ta be misunderstood by igno-
rant people JULIA HOFLER

™
st

description fit

in
Licse,

B0 8 not

Faisified Exemption Clalm.

REEDVILLE, Or., Deoc. 28.—(To the
BEditor.)—What is the penaity if a reg-
istrant In order to avold being placed
in olass I and mubject to ths draft,
clalme he sunports & wife and family
hut contributes nothing towards thair
support, the wifs having to malntain
herss]l small children?

and
A SUBBCRIBER.

He 15 liabls to impriconment for one

vear, loss of valuable rights and priv.
jlages, and immediate induction [nto
the milltary service,
Men Physleally Disquslified.
ALDERDALE, Wash,, Dec, 28.—(To

the Editor.)—What would they do with
a registrant who has rhaumatism of tha
neart and hips and can not hardly walk
and Iz in bad thres and four davs out
of a week? Hs has had It for 24 yaara.
He Ia & armer, hag stock and farming
implementa, a Erain raiser and is 30

inches tall, weight

yveara old, 5 feet 9
165 pounds. READER

If the local board finds his physical
econdition to be as you represent he will
be placed Iin the axempl Claka,

THE RED CRO%S DOLLAR.
Let's iz up another dollar
For tha Redg Croas drives;
Svary shoulder to the collar
In the pull for lives

TWho can spend a dollar Detter,
YWho shall count a losa,

wo hreak a human fetter.
Helping the Red Croes?

If

Can n Gollar fence our feeling,
While the s red
Far from where wa sit
Heading of the dead?

aoil

congaaling

Never sinca that dollar's birthday
Was it hetter spent

Than the time it took thes pathway
To the Red Crogs tent.

Let's Alg up another dollar

For tha Read Cross drives;
Every shoulder to the collar
In the pull for lives:

—H., B. HIRKENBEUEL.



