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THE PRESIDENTS RAILEOAD POLICY.

By & stroke of the pan President
Wilson has taken poasession, on be-
half of the Government, of all the
rallroads of the Unlted States—prop-
erty valued at twenty blllions of dol-
lars. That fact tells how tremendous
are the war powera of the Govern-
ment. It expresses the determination
of the President to stop at nothing
which will »contribute to our success
in war. The ready acquiescance of
tha railroad presidents in his action
expresses llke dstermination. They
ara moved by the same spirit which
moves all the rest of the people. The
American people are united for wvio-
tory and are ready to devote all that
they are and all that they bave to
that end.

Hope had been entertained to the
last that the President might find
some way out of the dilemmma short
of Government operation, but the
gravity of the crisls and the urgency
of escape from it left no alternative,
The railroads have done the utmost
poasible under private operation sub-
ject to many legal restrictions. By
voluntary co-operation under their
Wear Board they have added 25 per
oent to the groat flood of traffic
which already prevalled when Con-
gress declared war., But laws which
never contempliated war with the
greatest military powsr In the world
prevented many measiures which
would bring about a degreae of effl-

clency possible only under unified
control. Bome lines have suffered
serious loss by patriotically making

voluntary concessions which necessity
requires from all. Tnified control Is
possible only in one or two ways—
by laws suspending the anti-pooling
and anti-trust Ilaws and requiring
opération as A unit and guaranteaing
cach road sagalnst loss, or by oper-
ating in the name of the Government,

The President has chosen the lat-
ter alternative for reasons which are
not far to seak. Much tima would
havae bean consumed by Congress In
debating the lnwe needed to make the
formear method msuaccessful, and that
body might have hedged the laws
about with hampering restrictionsa
Time is too precious thus to be wasted,
for it fights on the side of the enemy.
Action must be taken to relleve the
railroad blockada now, not after Con-
gress has finished talking. War
emargency demands the most abso-
Jute power over every department of
rallroad management, #ind the preju-
dices and theories of Congress might
Hmit that power. By Government
operation under hls war powers the
Presildent sweeps away all thessa dif-
ficulties. The laws enacted to regu-
late private operation are automatical-
ly suspended, except 50 far as he
chooseés to contlnue them, and he is
frea to make such financlal arrange-
ments as hea deamsa wise.

But the Presidant does not actually
take the management of the railroads
out of the hands of their owners. He
simply places Secretary McAdoo over
them to direct tham to pursue certaln
policles, which are inconsistent with
their separate, private interests under
a competitve system, but which are
necessary to their highest efficlency
for war emergencies. To this end he
may compel & road to hand over its
most profitables traffic to a competi-
tor, and the motive for ebjection is
removed by the guaranty of earnings

equal to the average of three years
ending last June. Great economy may
result from requiring that coal shall

not be hauled from West Virginla to
Northern Ohlo, when that section can
be supplied from near-by minea. Ex-
port traffic may be diverted to the
South Atlantic and Gulf ports, to the
relief of the congested North Atlan-
tic ports. Transportation of luxuries

can be sbsolutely forbidden and
lahor and capital can be Iindirectly
diverted to necessary Indostries, Cars

can be distributed to any road where
they are most needed without regard
to the separate Interest of thelr own-
ers. The Government may escape the
necessity of paying out money under
its guaranty of earnings either by the
economy thus effected, or by an ad-
vance In rates or by using the sur-
plus over guaranteed earnings of
someé roads to make good the doficits
of other roads.

The position of the roads financially
will be materially strengthened by
this arrangement, for the credit of
the Unilted Siates is placed behind
their securities, Many lmprovements
are urgently needed, and the Govern-
ment will help the roads to ralse the
money and will see that they earn
enough to pay interest ‘The princi-
pal difficulty will be In buying the
material and employing the labor re-
quired for Improvements, but ways
will be found to overcome them, for
rallroads are now an implement of
war.

Thea plan adopted by the President
is practically that by which the Brit-
ftsh government has operated the
rallroads since the outbreak of the
War. It had bean so perfected by
that country in advance of hostilities
that the movement of tha first expe-
dition to Belgium was a marvel of
speed and nolseless efficiency. When

in full operation here it should give
good resulits. No more should be
heard of car shortage or freight
blockades:

This solution of the rajlroand prob-

lem should bring home to many peo-
ple, especially In Congress, the fact
that antocratic power is necessary to
successful prosecution of war and
that such power is vested in the Pres-
ident. Those persons who protest
that it !s undemocratic are blind to

the fact that it is derived from the
people, is limited to the period of
war and that fallure to exerciss it
would probably bring defeat, and,
with It, destruction of democracy in
this ns in other countriea, War de-
mands that a whole natien be welded
into a club In the hands of one man
for destruction of the enemy. 1f
through mistaken regard for democ-
racy we should refuse to comply with
this demand, democracy would bs de-
stroyed by Its overzealous friends, Mr.
Wilson has shown by his handling of
the rallroad question that he realizes
this truth, and he encourages us to
hope that he will deal as wvigorously
with the other problems which have
arisen. The Nation will support him
in any actlon that helps to win the
war, for that Is now the one and only
aim.

A DEMOCBRACY AT WAR.

President Wilson by his fiat takes
over management and operation of all
the raflroads of the United States, des-
ignates a controller-genaral, and calls
upon Congress to affirm his act by
offering certaln financial and other
guarantees to the corporations. It is
an act of unparalleled significance and
importance.

It means that a great democracy
has been lterally converted, with its
full consent, Into a mlilitary autocracy,
with a dictator In command.

It means that the republic has be-
come & mighty army, a whole nation
2t wor, and that every citizen Is a
soldier, subject to tha Immediate su-
thority of the commander-in-chisf,

It means that *“all the resources
of the country.,” once pledged by the
FPresldent to the cause of the allles
in the war, was no idle promiss or
boast.

It means that civil rights, immuni-
ties, privileges and obligationa are
subordinated to the suprems rule of
military necessity.

It means that the war is the direct
duty and the personal business of
every citizen.

It means war to the knifes, and knife
to the hiit, with the Kalser and his
generals, accomplices, minions, sples,
croatures and hirellnga.

If there has ever been ground for
the complaint that America doesn’t
realize, because it refuses to reallzs,
that it 16 in the war—the greatest
of all wars—thers is none now. Amer-
ica knows it full well.

The right way, the only way, to
make war successfully Is to adopt the
approved methods and Instrumentall-
tles of sclentific and effective warfare.

OD AMERICANS,

The distinguished eduecator from
Minnesota, here to attend the meest-
ings of the Stats Teachers’ Associa-
tion, asks the pertinent question as to
“how the schools can help in time of
war" and givea the equally pertinent
answer that the puplls should be
given a “sympathetic comprehension
of what America and Americanism
are."

We suppose that Dr. Burton's chief
mission hers is to give emphasis to the
duty of teachers ot this time to pre-
pare the minds of the young genera-
tlon of Americans, by instruction, ll-
lustration and example, for tha tank of
preserving the heritage of freedom,
equality and opportunity which thelr
fathers gave them, and which they
should pass on unimpalred to their
sons and daughters, He has a place
in the programme for several ocon-
sbons. We hope he will have =
heart-to-heart talk with the teachers
along the lines of hls Interview in The
Oregonlan the other day. He insisted
upon “joint teaching of our National
history and Iterature.” He sald:

Famlilarity with the finest utierances of
Washilogton, Linecsln, Grant, with the states-
manship of the Fedaraiists, with the United
States Constitution, with Fraskiin's Auto-
Dlography, with splendid Nations! songs like
Whitman's "When Lllacs Last In the Door-

¥yard Bloomed.” and Lowell's *“Commemora-
tlon Ode*

with the lyrics of Whittler and
Holman, with Dr. Hale's ‘“The Man Without
& Country,” with Mr Stowe's ““Unales Tom"s
Cabin,” with Mra, Ward's “Battla Hymn of
the Rapublie®™ with the recent history-
making mesangess of Woodrow Wilson—_La-
millarity, 1 repeat, with literature liks this
anil much more that has the same resonant
signiticance—is the way to bread Amaricans
who will, when the test comes, ahow they
are of ihe sirain of tha men whe won at
Vallsy Forge. st Lexingten and at Appo-
mattox.

well fi4: 1ot Dr. Burton say
again, and more. -

We know that the Oregon teachers
mre deeply patriotlic and wa know
that they will respond with alaerity
and enthusiasm to any further appeal
to their patriotism. They ara doing

courses in thelr respective classrooms
to the problems of the hour. They
have beon told many times that their
highest service 1s to make good citi-
zens, They should do their best al-
wiys to make the boys and girls good
Americans,

STILIL WEDDED TO HIS IDOLS,

One sentence in the annual report
of Secretary of War Baker indicates
that he still per=ists in the error
which Is responsible for the fact that,
though the United States has been at
war for nine months, it has scarcely
yet begun to fight and is In the ig-
noble position of letting other nations
do nearly all the fighting. Tho Secre-
tary says:

The peaceful ambitions of our peoples had
long postponed our entrance Into the con-
filet; and sadhsrence to a wsirict neutrality
through long monhths of dalicste situations
delayed the beginning of active mliitary
preparutions,

Itds not true that “adherence to a
strict neutrality” required this Nation
to dealay "active military prepara-
tions.” Common prudence required
thet when the world was on fire with
war and when one of the belligerents
wns invading our rights at sea and
was plotting in our own territory, we
should put curselves in an ample state
of defense. No one natlon would
have had a right o assume that our
preparations were almed at it and
constituted a breach of neutrnlity.

When Holland and Switzerinnd mo-
bilized thelr armies to defend th#fr
neutrality, we would have been fully
justified in enlarging our army for
the same purpose. If Germany had
resented our preparation, she would
have justified it, for the assumption
that we contemplated war with her
woulll Imve carried with it the ad-
mission that we had some cause and
that she contemplated an attack.
Preparation for the eventuality -of
war, when war g on all sides, is not
fnconsistent with neutrality.

There is good ground for the opin-
fon that our neglect to prepare was
a maln caouse of Germany's attunck on
our rights at sea. The German Gen-
eral Staff calculates closely without

considering anything but military
ends. It knew how long we would
tanke to train and equip an army

strong enough to count, how many
ships we must build and how long a
time that would take. It calculated
that the submarine would have re-
duced Britain to starvation and the

[~ No doubt

ailed armies to impotence before we
should be rasady. If we could have
put a million men in France last
Spring, Germany would have known
it, and the calculations of the Gen-
ern] Btaff would have been radically
changed. The pacifists tempted Ger-
many too far by keeping us unpre-
pared; if the demand for prepared-
ness had been heeded, the temptation
would have been strooger to let us
alone.

CONGRATULATIONS,

The season of good cheer and good
will is here, and quite properly it is
’ great stimulus to metrimony. The
falthful chroniclera of courthouse hap-
penings tell us that the record of li-
censes exceeds the June flood; and
evorybody knows that Junes marks the
high tide of matrimonial expectancy
and frultion. June ls the month of
flowera, falr skies and pleasant
breezes; and naturally it is associated
with the honeymoon and the launch-
ing of the hymeneal bark.

But {f June offers special induce-
ments to wadded bliss, or thoughts
thereof, how shall ths grand rush of
December be explained?

It is the time of bleak days,
nighta, heavy rains, budless trees,
muddy roads, leaky roofs, flooded
basements and constant trouble with
the elementa and Christmas,
the war is responsible
for part of 1t. What malden falr s
able to resist the appeal of the uni-
form, or tha trembling thought of a
husband at the eannon's mouth? To
be sure, it ia just as romantic to have
a lover there, but a lover gone may
be a lover lost to another girl
Doubtless there are entirely practical
considerations, too, that lead the
young soldiera and their brides to the
altar. Wherever they are, lot us np-
prove, for none can frown on happi-
nesa or on the normal satisfactions
that comes with marriege. and all can
sympathize with the forlorn plight of
lovers separated, by thousands of
miles In distance, and by years per-
haps In time.

There will be results to thess mar-
riages, blessed results, and the great
object of matrimony will have been
consummated. If there 1s no other
cause for gratification over the popn-
Iar movement to the altar at this
time, at least congratulations may be
extended to posterity.

cold

A BURPRISE LAW.

It is probable that had the so-called
anti-picketing ordinance been pre-
sentaed frankly mas an ordinance at-
tempting to prohibit strikes it would
not have been adopted by the voters

of Portland., While, by its tarms, it
prohibited conspliracies to Injure
trade, business or commercs, the text

of the ordinance scemed to refer par-
ticularly to plcketing and boycotting
as such conspliracies, Thus 1t at-
tained the name "anti-picketing ordi-
nance” and was quite generally ac-
cepted as that and nothing more. Now
it is declared unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court because It attempts to
prohibit the right of workmen to
leaye thelr employment by agreement
or In n body.

After adoption of the ordinance,
The Oregonlan expressed some doubt
as to its meaning concerning the right
to strike. That It did contain such
an inhibitioan was apparently not ac-
capted by the Portland authorities at
the time of the shipyard strike. There
was & determined effort, so long as
plcketing of the yards continued, to
enforce thea plain prohibition against
that custom, but no effort was made
to prosecuts any workers for entar-
ing Into the strike agreement And
whila In that particular incident the
shipyard workers did not have pub-
e sympathy, still there wns no gen-
eral disposition indicated by the pub-
lla to deny or to attempt to deny
ganerally tha right of workesrs to
strike. Thus Is the conclusion reached
—and It is an opinion that The Ore-
gonian has herctoforse expreassed—
that the voters did not fully under-
stand the pature of the ordinance.

The earlier opinlon, however, went
rather to the sweeping terms of the
ordinance. For example, 1t conld be
construed as defining as erime an
agreement bstween two parsons not
to trade at a particular grocery store
80 long as an unmannerly clerk was
there employed. It seemed possibls
too, under its proviasions, to arres
and prosecute a peérson who might ba
loitering for a wholly legitimate rea-
son near a place of business,

The provision which the court con-
=trues to be an Inhibltion of strikes

much, But a way must be provided
to do more. They should be given
definita Instruction 1o relate thel|

is found In thls definition of con-
spiracy as recited by the ordinance:
A conspirecy to Infure the trade business

or commarna af any pearson daling businase
in the city of Portiand is hershy defined
as any combination of, or agTeement ba-
twean, twao ar monre personn’

(m) Not to buy from, or sell to, or have
dealings with any persen or parsons In the
clty of Por nd; a

(b) Ta 1! ce or attempt to Induce, othars
not to buy from, mscll to, or have deallngs
with any person or Dersons in the elty of
Portland:

For thes purposs or with ths intent 1o
prevent an¥ person from employing any
porson, or for the purpose or with the
intent to compel or force any parson to

employ or discharge from hix amployment
anyona, orf to compel or force any person
to alter his mode of earrying on his busi-
neas, or to llmit or !ncreass the number of
his employes, or their rats of wages or time
of  service.

Then followed ths declaration that
plckeating was prima faocle evidencea of
participation in such a conspiracy.

The difficulty the layman encoun-
tered in interpreting the ordinance
will be readily gained from the fore-
golng. Loosely construed it does not
prohibit striking, but prohibits boy-
cotting in ald of a strike. But, strict-
ly construed, & workman in a factory
is having “denlings” with his employer,
as to his labor And an agreement
not to have labor dealings with a per-
son s a eiriked That, It may be
assumed, Is the court’s construction of
the ordinance, and on that ground It is
unconstitutional.

It is interesting to recall that the
promoters of the ordinance, in reply
to those who objected to the broad
character of its provizlons, contended
that a plain anti-picketing ordinance
would be unconstitutional; that 1t
was necessary to go through the
process of defining trade conspiracies
in order to reach ploketing, which was
the intent of the ordinance. But the
promoters signally failed to read the

mind of the Supreme Court. The
very circumlocution which they in-
serted destroyvs the law, while It Is

plainly intimated by the coprt that a
flat-footed anti.pleketing ordinance
would not be invalld.

Whatever the strict legal construe-
tion placed upon the ordinance, the
fact remains that the people intended,
and intended only, to prohibit pickst-
ing. The disapproval of the voters has
been expressed concerning the various
means of intimidating employers and
other employes practiced under the
name pf picketing.

A moderate, saneible ordinance
aimed at disorderly conduct attendant
upon strikes and prohibiting banner-
ing of “unfalr” establishments would

meot the desires of the D It
need hardly be said that the City
Council has a plain duty to perform
If it i1a desirable that workmen be
protected in thelr right to quit em-
ployment it §s as equally desirable
that others, {f thers be such, be
assured of the right to take the places
thus vacated and without molestation.

ENEMIES AT HOME.

Coming from the sams fabric as
the falsshoods concerning the Red
Crosz, o new tale has recently been
circulated by allen enemies at home.
The story was that millions of yards
of Wilton carpets had been ordered
by the Government in the face of a
wool shortage In the world. Natural-
ly, those who credited it were In in-
dignant. Sarcastic writers wanted to
know whether it was intended to ear-
pet the decks of vessels, or only the
offices of the byreaucrats, and so
forth.

But it transpires that the only grain
of truth in the rumor is that im-
portant carpet factories have taken
Inrge contracts for war work, The
wool commities of the Councl! of Na-
tional Defense knows nothing of any
contracts for carpets. The Ilargest
manufacturer of carpets in the coun-
try says that his milis are working
on cotton duck for tentage for the
Army. That s all.

Currency is glven to harmful ra-
mors by pro-Germans, but they are
not alona to blame. The well-mean-
ing citilzen, however loyal he may be,
who passes a ridiculous story along
without welghing it or Investignting
it is also culpable.

There is n pretty safe rule to go by.
If a story one hears is likely to have
an adverse effect upon our conduct
of the war, or to allenate the sym-
pathy of the people, it probably is
untruae, In any event, it will bear
looking intoe. It should not be elrcu-
lated by anyone who Incks complete
assprance as to the facts.

No fact worth sacting upon 'will
suffer by a general policy of accept-
ing all such stories with reserve. It
Is only required that the citizen shall
know what he is talking about when
he opens his mouth.

The depth bomb now belng em-
ployed in our war on submarines
seems to be the most promising
agency yet developed for thelr de-
struction. Hudson Maxim has writ-
ten to the Sclentific American that &
charge of 600 pounds of trinitrotoluol
exploded deep In the water withion 125
feet of a submarine would destroy it
uttarly. Employment of trinitroto-
luol, therefore, robs the submarine of
a large proportion of i1s ndvantage in
presenting a small target The depth
bomb itself I8 based upon the funda-
mental Iincompressibllity of water.
Four cuble feet of the explosive man-

| tioned produces at the Instant of de-

tonation 40,000 cuble feot of gas, and
in expanding seeks the line of least
resistance. The interior of the sub-
marine would present this line if
meanwhila the gaa had not found the
surface of the ocean. The theoory was
known before the war begann, but our
gunners are only now putting it Into
practice, and thersbhy no doubt ac-
counting for a considerable measure
of the reduction Iin destruction of
shipping by German TT-bonts,

Wellesley girls nre forestalling the
malady called “knitting nerves™ now
sald to be making Inroads upon the
ranks of too assiduona knitters, by
making extensive plans to under-
take food gnardening at thes very
first sign of Spring, The head
of the department of botany of
the college has proclalmed the doc-
trine that the hoe 3 mightier than
the knitting needle. Tt lssJikely to
prove, at any rate, a pleasing inter-
lude and an effective antidote for
“nerves’"of any kind. The large num-
ber of women, young, middle-aged
and old, who found inspiration in the
lighter work of their gnrdens last san-
son is likely to be increased in 1918,
Vassar girla, who were first In the
field at the ountset of the home gar-
den movement, made a success of
thelr work, and the students In gev.
eral women's colleges have asked
thelr trustees turn college land over
to willing workers.

Amerieans” part In the war hns
broadened thelr sympathies to the
point where they recognize all nations
as brothers in thelr Christmas giving.
Our soldiers rival the Red Cross in
feasting the hungry, homeless orphans
of France. Comfort s carried to in-
vaded Italy by the American Red
Cross, and the same nobla association
is at work in STberia, Russin, Palestine
and Armenia. The Christmnas senti-
ment knows no forelgners,

Younger blood, with perhaps less
brains, at the top of the British navy
may let the men have what they want
—battles to show that Britannla rules
the sea,

Rider Haggard In one of his books
had a total eclipse of the sun follawed
by a moonlight night, but Luna does
not work that wuny outsids of fletion.

What charms can weltmacht hava
for German women and children, bars
foot in the snow, begging for food?
Every one of them is surely a pacifist

Theé lesson of the Halifax explosion
i1s that the people should look down,
not up, when a blast wrecks 2 town.

There is only one reglon with a
state of guaranteed drymess, but the
moon does not shine down there.

Knitting nerves have taken their
place with trench feet among the new
diseases arising from the war,

The section boss In uniform with
the rank of sergeant willl get the work
out of his alien hands.

Exemption boards are llkely to be-
come dissusted with exhibits of lack
of patriotism.

—

If the needed milllon does not sift

out, there 15 a good milllon between
30 and 40.

Watch Uncle Sam togight with a
lantern on the crook of his elbow.

That traffic cop at Albany really is
& good shot. He hit another tire.

No more rallway strikes until after
the war, and perhaps none then.

The declsion is a hollday gift to
Tom McCusker, of a certainty.

Government next may take over all
the cows and standardize milk,

As the glass jars empty,
rendy for smelt,

gat them

Make it meatless today to check up
on Tuesday,

Ibe agalnst them

Crimes of the Bolsheviki
Against Demmcy

By A. J. Sack, Director Russian Infor-
mation Bureau.

The word “Bolshevik!” "i= a new word
for Americans. TUnfortunately It is
quite an old word for us Rusaslanas, We
have kmown the “Bolsheviki” for the
past 14 years, and since they played
the fatal rols in our revolution in 15035
the majority of the Russian people rec-
ognlze them &as one of the most evil
forces In our political and social Ife.

Twelve years ago the Russian peo-
plea, after the unfortunate war with
Japan, made the first atteck upon the
old nutocratic government There were
moments then when it seamed as If
final victory would rest with the peo-
ple. Such & moment was that of Goto-
ber 20, 1905, when the Czar, in a sol-
smn manifesto, granted political free-
dom to the psopls and promissd that in
the futurs no Ilaw would be forced on
Rusela without the consent of the
Duma. The other moment occurred
when the first Duma, in May, 1508, pre-
sented the Czar with an addresa de-
manding llheral reforms and the cres-
tlon of a responsible Cablnet The old
government tottered then, facing the
people's representatives, and opened
parleys with the leaders of the Duma
through General Trepoff.

Lenine then, as now, was tha leader
of the Bolsheviki. Whils the Rumssian
revolution of 1808 could succeed only
ns A national revelution through the
unity of all Russia's progresalve forces,
Lanine, In 18065, 4ld everything In his
power to destroy the united front of
the Russian demoorscy. Under his in-
fluenca the Soolalist factions boyoot-
ted the eslections for the first Duma.
When the Duma was convoked with the
Constitutional Desmocrats In econtrol,
the Bolsheviki 414 sverything to dis-
oredit the Duma as a “bourgeois” insti-
tution. It must be remembered that
this was at the moment when the
Duma, in the name of the people, had
prosented the Czar's government with
the demands for llberal reforms and a
rasponslble Cabinet. The old bureaun-
cracy got a great deal of comfort from
the Bolsheviki's attack on the Duma
at this critical moment. and a sacret
order’ was then glven by the Polles
Department not to interfers with the
meeotings of workingmen, at which the
“bourgeols” Duma was criticised.

Foalng as extremo reveiutionists, the
Bolashevikl, In 1905, destroyed the Rus-
slan revolution by breaking up the
unlty of the progreasive forces in the
country. Trotsky, then. d!d not belong
formally to the Bolshaviki, but his
superficial mind had then already for-
mulated the theory of a “permanent
ravolution,” a theory typleal of a fa-
natle, so0 concentrated on his one alm
that he cannot ses anything besids It

- - -

The activitles of the Bolsheviki in
the perliod of the dark reaction. be-
twean the first and second revolution,
were very much along thess same linea.
Among the most prominent leadera of
the Bolshevik! during this period was
Mr. Mallnoveky, a Deputy of the third
Dumsa. While thers was a steady en-
desavor to combine all the progroassive
forces of Russia in the demand for 1ib-
oral reforms, Mallnoveky was making
one speech after another, accusing In
the name of the proletariat all the lb-
eral factions in the Duma. His hata for
the “bourgeoisns” wam such a passion
that he found “bourgeoisie’ aven in the
Soclal-Democratic faction in the Duma
which he lad. Theare were then 13 Eo-
cial-Demoeratie Daputies in the Duma,
nnd Malinovaky split this littla faction
in two, leading the Bolshevikl part of
it, sevon in number.

The finals of this story wans most
unsxpected. Mr. Mallnoveky, the un-
compromising leader of the proletariat,
it waa later discovered, was a secret
agent of the Czar's Policea Department,
rnd all his specchies agninst the “"hour-
geolesis” had been prepared In the. De-
partment of Folleea by tha former Di-

rector of the Department., Mr. BHe-
letziky.
At the very beginning of the war

while the most prominent Russian rev-
olutionary and Soclallst leaders, Plech-

nanov, Prince Kropatkin, Breshkov-
skals and Aviksentlaff, indorsed
tha war, on tha salde of the al-

lies, as a just war for a gEreat cause,
and urged the Russlan soldlers to do
thelr duty bravely, even under the
guldance of the old regime, Lenine took
an opposite vlew and preachoed In his
papesr, “Social - Damocrat,” that Rus-
sla must be defeated for the sake of
her own and the world's progress
Whils Lenine was preaching the ne-

cansity of Russia's defeat In Switzor-
land, his friend, Leon Trotzky, was
editing a paper, "Nashe Slovo” (Our

Word), in Parls, and sitting behind the

French llnes, preached that Franoe, in
titls war, was nothlng worthy of fight-
ing for.

These gentlemen, the evil force In
Russia’'s 1life for the panst 14 years, are
now temporarily in powar, and dare to
epeak in the name of the country which
is so paralyzed by the misfortunes of
the last years that she cannot speak

for heraelf.

Nicholas Lenine and his following are
only a shadow of Nlicholas Romanoff
nnd his regime. The tyranny re-estab-
Iiehed in Russia by the new Nicholas
I1T1 is probably worse than the recant
tyranny of Nicheolas II. "While pro-
claiming that they revolted agalnst
the “tyrannic regime"” of EKerensky the

Bolshevikli themeelvans have estab-
lished a tyranny unknown even under
the Czar's government They have

suppressed the
the Soclalist press.
ed the
liberal and revolutionary leaders;
have dissolved municipal counclls in
Petrograed, Moscow, Nisjnl-Novgorod
and other cities—the municipal coun-
cils which were elected by the entire
population of the citles, according to
the new law of unlversal suffrags.
FEven the Czar's government respected

Hberal and, partially,
They have nrreast-
most prominent and reapected
they

the princlple of parliamentary lm-
munity.

The Bolshevik! are free from any
kind of “sentimentel]l prejudice.” They

have adopted the German motto, “"Might
Is Right." They dare to declare with
unprecedented cynicism that the Con-
gtituent Asssmbly, the realization of
the asacred hope of generatlons of Run-
slan revolutionists who have dled for
it in prison cella, in fortresses and in
the tundras of Siberia, that the Con-

stituent Asssambly will be 1llegmnl if
the majority prove to be against the
Bolshevikl. They know that the ma-

jority of the Assembly will assuredly
in spite of the fact
that they have used, during the eleec-
slan cltizens and to falsify their will
Therefore they prevent the meeotings
af the Assembly by armed force, and
have already arrested such prominent
members of the Assembly as Prince
Dolgorukov, ¥F. Xokoshkin and A.
Bhingarev.

Bolshevikism was the most danger-
ous disesse of the Russian revolution,
the disease which brought the new-
born Russian democracy almost to the
verge of ruin. There is every reason
to beliave that this dissasa will socon
be over, and then, 1 am surs, the Rus-
gian democracy, with the Constituent
Assembly convoked and with a stable
government, democratie, established,
will begin & new page of her [ife, par-
ticipating as much as she €an, together
with the allles, In the great struggle
for and democracy,

tions, everymeans Lo terrorize the Rus- |

GOOD NOOKS BLESSING TO MAN

Great Thinkers Have Heen Great Rend-
ers, Says Correspondent.

UNIVERSITY PARK, Doc. 27.—(To
the Hdlitor.)—A recent contribution to
The Oregon!an concerning the book-
worm contalns the truth expressed In
forcible English. Thit many people
stick their noses Iato books to an un-
warrantabls extent is well known. But
after all how thankful we are for the
coming into our hand of a live book
with no drowsy sentences, which book
startles our thought and remakes our
mentailty! That book suggests and in-
stead of making fat, It gives us sinews
of thought and actlon.

There ls such & thing as reading a
book creatively,
to take even reverses positions to those
in ths book, to expand the thought ex-
pressed and to relate truth we dis-
cover in the printed pags with other

by being stimuiated |

truths we have lald away for future
use. If we find ourselves using falirly
what we have read, we comfort our-,
solves with the refection that truth |
belongs to the common good and that
the temple of truth erecting is too great
for the abllitles of any one workman.

We find in bright books garments for
our own thoughts which, being our
children, make us concerned as to how |
they are dressed. Great thinkers have
been great readers and the glory of &
nation In Its libraries {8 undermined
by the worms which coreep in. The
Sabbath is mades for man and not man
for the Sabbath; so books are made for
men and not man for books,

It is sad that so many in the busy
age in which we llve buy books and
put them upon library shelves or ta-
bles and have no time, no dlsposition
to read them. Bome of us used to have
difficulty in having books. If we bor-
rowed them we forgot to return them.
But now our difficuliy is to read what
books we have. The act of akipping
is & fine art worth knowing and using,
that Is the abllity to snateh out the
heart of & book, The hlood of the
world runs through ita best books.

B, J. HOADLEY,

VALUE IN INTELLIGENT READING

Goulisk Bookworms Are Those Who
Pursuwe Unnatural Studies.
VANCOUVER, Wash., Dec. 28.—(To
the Editor.)—This morning you print
a Jetter regarding bookworms. Its au-
thor s evidently a close observer. Like
this writer, I have been an interested
observer of the effect and Influence of
Uterature on the human physical or-
grnization. I have had opporiunity of
obeervation along thess lines pnot only
in eity libraries of the United States,
but also in those of the old world. Your
correspondent sensca avil In too much
reading. To me too much reading s
reading just enough, But I sense reand-
Ing nonsense as an Insidious evil, To
me no evil results can accrue from
reading along natural lines, but If the
midtter leads us away from naturs per-

nicious results are lnevitable.

1 have obgerved In librariea (espe-
clally in those of the old world) patrons
whose structural anstomy resembled a
gibbat pols; their faces wera patternad
after the style of an old-fashjoned
coffin; tHelr eyes as osxpressionless as
pesled onlons mfloat In a swill barrel;
halr, If any, as dry as 4 limeburnear's
wig: jaws protruding, teeath allenntad,
hollow-chestad &nd watery noscd—in
fact an absolute reversion of progres-
alve evaolution. Surely If Investigation
were permissaible it would be found
that the rudimentary caudal appendage
was well along toward redevelopment.

Now my obssrvation is that such as
tha abova described Invariably devolo
thalr time to the seady of mystlelsm.

Thoss who devote thelr time to
study of this and kindred subjects
which have neither root nor branch
in & natural world become denatured,
thelr thought is of ghosts and demons
and Iin time this causes thelr Hgures
and faces to take on the rasemblance
of ghoula and devila.

A

BOOKWORM.

FARMER SEEKS CHANCE TO SERVE

Unavalilabhle for Military Duty, He
Wants Larger Tract to Ouliivate.
NEWPORT, Or., Dec. 23.—(To the

Editor.)—1 was pleased to read the let-

tar of Jack Munro, published last week

In The Oregonlan, anfl learn of tha way

his wife and he take hold of ths work

of the ranch after thelr boys have an-
swered thelr country's call

Anyons familiar with farm life can
appreciate the cheerful spirit in whieh
they talte up the added burden of manl-

fold duties and everlusting choraes
which are the farmer's lot. His worils
ares a help to us all

I am in the draft, but owing to an
fojury to one of my eyes, which de-

atroyed the sight, have no hope of be-
ing mccepted for Uncle Sam's Acmy, as
tha Canadlan Recruiting Misslon has
rejected mes already. I am very anxious
to do my bit for tha country whers It
will be most effectiva, if not on the
firing line, then on the farm.

1 have good farm expéarience and nt

prasent am on a small rented farm
with my brothar (who I8 married, with
two children), but it 1= ®a smal] that

wa feal we could considerably Increase
our gquotn to the country’s food supply
If we hnd the opportunity which I now

ask. We would like to rent a gEood-
pized farm whiceh ean be worked ad-
vantageously Wea are not out to taks

advantags of anyons unfortunately left
ghorthanded owing to the draft calling
away thelr help, but dre willing to pay
¥alr rent and kesep tha soll up.

WILL TURBYNE,

Box 522

THE CRISIS.

*Tis the coming of the nations

To & common thought and aim;
"Tia the death knell of dletators,

"Tis the kindling of tha flame,
Which shall sweep nll o'ar the world,

And the end of waAr proclaim.

"Tia fulifillment of 1Lhe promise,
The end of the word of ain;

*Ti{s the doom of darkness—satan;
*Tis the truth that's breaking in,

To all races revealing,
In God's world all men are kin

*™Ma the brotharhood of pations,

For which the world's been longing;
*Tis the advent of peace on earth;

*Pls love divine descending
To the haarts of men on sarth;

The reign of love Is dawning.

M. MUIR PICKXEN.
Portland, Or.

SEND IT TODAY,

Have you idea of the world of
cheer
That can come to &4 lonely heart
In the message you send to an absant
friend,
Just a word that may sootha
smart?

any

life's

Or to boys, far away In ths tranchaa
todny,

It will cheer tham and help them., too. |
So send them a card with a word of
regard—

the least ybu can possibly do.
—GRACE E. HALL,

"Tis

Pricat Saves Nelghhors.
Indianapolis News.

Father Hugonard is desd at the In-
dian eschool, Lebret, Saskatchawan,
where he had lived since 1872, What
the white residants of Qu Appelie Val-
ley owe to Father Hugonard, during the
troublous times of 1885, few appracinte,
Single-handed he kept the Indians of
¥ile Hills and Crooked Lakes from a
massacre, BStar Blanket, one of the big
chiefs from Fils Hills, had come down
mand entrenched his braves In the ra-
vines to the north of Lebret. Father
Hugonard met the old chlef, and prac-

tically forced bim into submlisgion. J

o

In Other Days.

Twenty~five Yeurn Ago.
From The Oregonlan, December
Washington—The Interstate Com-
merce Commission's order in connac-
tion with the Spokane rate cane, In-
volving terminal rates, will not go inte
effect gntil February 1, a postponement
having been asked by the rallroads
The order calls for a considerable re-
duction in some rates and, It s fearod,
A rate war may result from too hurried
exscution of the order,

29, 1882,

One of the most dlsastrous fires on
the Enast Bide was that last night at
Zast Morrlson streot and Unlon ave-
A row of frame bulldings, of
which the Barker Hotel was one, was
burned.

Presldent-elect Clevelang is not in
accord with the election of Murphy, of
Neow York, as Senntor, He says: “Speak-
Ing frankly. it does nol seem to me
that the selection of Mr, Murphy shows
the dealre or Intention of placing In
the Senate man of such type as the
party has fought for. This first use of
our power would causs much disap-
polotment."”

Whisky has gone up Iln price 15 centa
& gallon In the Ilnst two woeks. The
“trust” blames the dealers and the
dealers blame the “trusts.”

Profesaor W. K
Fortland College
handsome gquarters
bullding.

Ear Buak,
Music,
in the

of the
has taken
Oregonlan
e —

Himlf a Century Ago.

From The Oregolan, Decambar 48 18867,

The Eunglish newspapers, although
they criticlae un severely, are not above
taking advantage of the good that is in
our institutions. One of them, lately
disoussing the subject of National ed-
ucéation, thought It would be well to
adopt the frea school system of the
United Statea as, on the whols, being
the most judiclous, economical and ef-

fective and altogether superior to that
of England.

f the 1800 volimes of Dickens’ works
In the Mercantile Library, New York,
only two remain. The natural infer-
ence is that, despalring an opportunity
to see the great author, people are con-
#ollng themselves for their disappoint-
ment by rereading his worka.

Paris—The Senate is discussing a h.
for the reorganization of the army. 1 !

adoption a8 urged on the ground that
tha measure {8 nacessury becauss of the
German situation and the revolutionary
aspect of affalrs In italy.

Fostal Agent Quincy A. Brooks has
returned from Bolse, where he went on
an official inspection trip

Auctlon this day—A. B Richardson,
ma usual, today will address his fellow
citizens from thes o0ld stand at the
corner of Front and Oak on the all-im-
partant toplos of the day. Sals com-
mences gt 10 A, M.

HOSPITALS NEED FHONOGRAFHS

Appeal Comes From Camp Lewis for
Means to Entertain Sicik Soldlers.
BASHE HOSPITAL, Y. M. C, A, Camp

Lewls Headguarters, Deo. 28.—{(To the

Editor.)—0One of the things which

would give greatr comfort to our boys

in the hospltal wards, for which I have

8 constant call, is o phonograph. We

have one in the Y, M. C. A. ward, but

only the walking patients usa that.

I could usea 1 e 16, preferably thoss
ensily onrried Could you call the at-
tention of the good people of Portland
to thls? Some vea a machine
and not care for longer; others
might wieh to donate one or more.

The nurse and wnrdmastar of ward
No, — ashed very urgently for the loan

of our onePhonograph for an hour or
two this afternoon and thers ars othars

who would llka it at the aame time.

Do you realize that If on ware to
sach one of thase w ds only 10
es It would take more than aslx

to get around?
E. 8, TOWSON, Becretary.
SANTA OVERLOOKED THEM.
BY JAMES BARTON ADAMS,
I admit that f{t waa fooliah fur two
fallers old and gray,
That had ort to had more savey, fur to
act in sich a way,
But when we was both a-layin' in
wur blank 5 on tha floor
Of that shalky mountain cabin talkin'
of the davs of
An' about the Chri in the

r days o

I want you pardnsar, its
the goshamighty truth

That we got to f¢ an’
old Kentucky Whits,

An' 1 redkon youn'd have Jined us If
you'd bin along that night

Ot o doors the wind was howlin® an'

a-bankin'

ut the

up Lthe snow,
pine logs In
Outl A merry
there | our

tha

firaplace
Elow

Dlar

Just

of our pipes ‘an 1 Iin" doubt-
Wihita

ful stories, An’ me
It w him that sol us thinkin' by
nturin' ay

mornin’ ‘d
& till our

lins
wwrance of

syne.

I am free to tell you, pardner, that our

beat mighty fas

lald an' told each other Christ-
stories of past,

wea'd AN little stockin's on

the ol' split-he chalra,

An' then lay awake a thinkin'
Santy an' his deers.

An' we talked about the ol
in heaven ong ago,

An' our an' sistera an'
the folks usod to Know,

An' I aln't ashamed to own It,
pecter that I am,

That our tricky eyes gol lesakin’, sort
o' overflowed the dam

thn
aur
ttom

mas

How

of ol

folks, sa

brothers our

we

ol" pros-

As T pald afore, ‘twas childish, what
you might call baby play.
zled ol' prospectors to mot

‘ WY,

But f you'd peeped
chinkin® of the cabin that ti

You'd have ssen < ol

angin’ thera b I

lle wa knowed fur
wouldn't hit our stockin'

That we wouldn't ketch presant,
kin tell you, Just tAe sames,

When we woke an' found ‘em «mpty
1 felt goshamighty blus,

Felt bruk up an’ disap’inted, an’
Whits sald he did, too.

through the
anight
whkin's

1 mets
gamse,

I

wool

your

SUre

VT

MMisase of Brief Aunthority.
PORTLAND,
itor.)

ol
27.—(To the

page of The G‘

morning I mnotlocs

Deec,
On the front
Christmas

TAGO, Dec. 34—The dlstribution of

as dinner wkets by Cpak County

ponr was stopped today by Petar

apecia deputy of the Unitad

§ Wt ® when 1t was learned
that an ordar for & mentiess Tussday had

Each basket contalned a sammnil

been ignored,

roast of beef

When I consider the fact that prac-
tically every Jday, past and future, has
been and will by a meatless day for the

poof, no words of mine can expross my
contempt for such pltiful officialdom.

1 dare not attempt to sny m but
will gquote [rom Bhakespant 0. but
man! proud man! Dreas'd a lHitle

brief authority, mast ignorant of what
he's most assur'd. His glassy esassncs
like an angry ape, plays such fantastio
tricks before high heaven as make the
angels weesp.” W. H. ODEHLIL.




