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[TALIANS GHECK
ENEMY ON PIAVE

Furious Batlle Rages for
Six Days.

SUFREME EFFORT IS MADE

Invaders Resisted With Des-
perate Tenacity—Grenades
Are Used to Meet Rushes.

HEAVY LOSSES REPORTED

One of .Bitterest Struggles Oft
War Now Going On—ltalian |
Lines Are Still Holding. |

1

» 1 |
(By the Associnted IPres=.)

ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTHERN ITALY. November 18.—
On the northern line and along the
Piave River above Zenson the fight-

ing has assumed extreme severity. |

The enemy has thrown fresh divisions

into the battle in a supreme effort tol
break through. i

perate tenacity, using hand grenades|
to meet the infantry rushes following
artillery and machine-gun fire. It is
one of the bitterest struggles of the
war and the losses are heavy.

Foe at Follina Annihilated.

On the Piave River the enemy got
across at two points — Follina and
Fagare—a few miles above Zenson,
but those at Follina were annihilated
by artillery and hand-to-hand fight-
ing, while those at Fagare were
driven back to the western bank with
heavy losses and many captured.

The Italian lines are holding in the
main, but the fury of the enemy as-
=aults renew the gravity of the situa-
tion,

The Italian navy is doing splendid |
=ervice, seconding the army in the
bombardment of enemy positiens to- |
ward the mouth of the Piave River.

Aijr, Sea and Land

Revedoli an [Italian marine
battalion repuised on Sunday a rush
made by an Austrian storming party,
apd Italian torpedo-boats off Porto di
Cortellozzo drove off an attack of an
Austrian torpedo fleet. - This latter
action was accompanied by operations
of a fleet of Italian hydroplanes and

Forces Join.
Near

| vance

seconded by Italian coast batteries.

On the middle Piave River, where
the Austrians succeeded in gaining a
foothold on the west bank near Zen-
son, they are held to the water's edge,
and their only communication with the
east bank is at night, when a flat-
boat dragged from side to side
bringing' a small stock of supplies.

FPressure All at One Point.

Further north, where the
turns westward from the Piave River |
across the Asiago Plateau, General
Ritter von Krobatin, ex-Austrian Mia- |
ister of War, is driving his Austrian
forces, together with one Hungarian
division, in an attack which may be
the turning point of the whole opera-
tion.

It is here that the Piave front and
the Trentino front meet, and General
von Krobatin is throwing all of his
pressure on this point so as to force a
wedge Dbetween the two
armies.

18

| Flaging

Ttalian

Italians Face Real Peril.

W hiz successz would mean
fully realizea, for, should this wedge
come through, it would not only sep-
arate the two Italian armies, but

1at is

front | :

would require the consideration of re-
treat from the Piave River, as it would
not be possible to maintain a position
on the Fiave with the left flank thus
menaced.

General Armando Diaz, commander-
in-chief of the Italian army, was able
last night to announce the solidity of
both main fronts and to give merited
tribute to his men. The fighting,
while desperate, has not yet developed
the enemy’s full power, and it is still
to be shown where he will strike his
greatest blow. But his first shock
has been met and checked and the
Italian arms have gained new luster.

(By fthe Associated Fress)
ITALIAN HEADQUARTERS IN
NORTHERN ITALY, Nov. 17.—The bat-
tle of the Piave River, as it will be
known, now has developed to a =tage
where the enemy’'m firkt attempis to
muake o breach™n the Italian lines have
talled. This defensive result has not
only been accomplished by the Italian
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Peace Far Away, Says
Medill McCormick.

WAR CLASSED AS STALEMATE
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Europe Urges Speed.
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FRANCE'S RESOURCES LESS

War's Drain Shown in Drop in Crops

and Livestock.
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IT'S NO EASY JOB TO TAME THAT ANIMAL.
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HUGH GIRSON'S STOHRY or

BELGIUM TO APIFEAR IN
THE OREGONIAN.
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