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PORTLAND,

HOW TO BRING BACK COMMERCE,

Discussion of the revival of Port-
land's commerce has sprung up again.
The subject is vital that it will not
down, especially when all persons who
Eive it that the
war has given the oppor-
tunity which maoy never The
world's commerce 1s In A sitate of flux.
It has dbroken from established
routes, and after the war it will settle
down into lines governed by the con-
ditions which will then It can
be won then with hait :ffort that
will be required after It lms again be-
come settled.

Commerce requires deep water, am-
ple harbor facllities acconomical
at apy other port, supplies and
veniences for repair, in order that
ships may come 1o the port but none
of these are of any avall without traffic
for ships, and traffic cannot be nssem-
bled at this port unless it can be done
as cheaply and In as large and regulne
valume al competing ports. This
cannot be accomplished unless rail-
roud Tates to and from the interior
are as low as, or lower than, to com-
Ppeting ports In like situation, or unless
inland “waterways in actual use make
rates which railroads 0 competing
Poris cannot meet,

Portland hans a geographlecal posi-
tion which, by operation of natural
law, should giva it these advantages.
It is dat the. hend of navigation for
ocean vessels on the only river that is
navigable for light dreaft craft far into
the int No port north or south
of It is 8o situated. It not only has an
Inland waterway, but It has water
grades for rallroads as companred with
a8 cllmb over mountains t roach the
ports to the north and south. Th
whterway is little used, though ¢ has
been made navigable at great cost, but
the banks are used by two railroads
extending to the interior. Those roads
can haul freight profitably at rates at
which those crossing the mountains
would lose money, glven an equal
volume of traffic A= n matter of nat.
ural right, arising from this geographi-
enl position, Portland should have
freight houled to and from its docks
nt lower than can be given to
Vancouver, B. C.;: Seallle, Tacoma or
Ban Francisco. Since Astorin is 100
miles farther than Portland from any
Interior point, Portland rates should
he proporticnately lower than Astorin
rates,

FPortland has not such rates. It
coslE s much to haul freight Port-
land as over a mountaln range to Seat-
tle en the north or to San Fruncisco
on the south, or 100 miles farther
down the Columbia River to Astorin.
The caunse s simple—the port’s neglect
to insist upon its rights. Agsress
activity has enabled the other ports
mentioned to obtain the same rates as
Portland, and thus to annul the effect
of its location. Complacent indolence
has delnved improvement of the chan-
nel, harbor and docks until these other
ports dinve drawn away nearly all of
our shipa Now that we are bringing
these things up to.the mark, we have
to begin over again the work of at-
tracting ships, and we have lost the
attraction of loweér cost for assembling
cargoes which nature guve us, Be-
cause ships do not come, railroads sea
no inducement to bring cargoes to load
them, and they haual trains past our
doors to other ports. The larger vol-
ume of traflic thus consigned to Puget
Bound goes far Lo offset the extra cost
of the longer haul or of the lift over
the mountains,

In forming this location for a port,
nature only made the opportunity: it
was for man to develop.it. That has
not been done, and the energy of man,
exercised elsewhere to overcome nat-
ural obstacles, has reversed the natural
Jaw which Portlend pople wvainly
imagined would operante automatically
in their favor without effort on their
part. They assumed that the advan-
tages 'of thelr location were 8o in-
herent s Lo be unassajlable, though
all human experience should have
taught them that no rights, however
seemingly sacred, can be preserved
without vigorous defense, while new,
man-made rights can be established
by persistent, aggressive effort. By
such effort, continued through twenty
yvears, Spokane has obtalned a man-
mnade decree which reverses the naot-
ural law on which Portland has relled.

Portland now has to begin over
nyain to build up her commerce. No
effor: shourc be spared to deepen the
channel and harbor, to provide a turn-
ing basin, docks, bunkers, elevators
and tugs, but all of these will be of
small use unless we put ships in actunl
operation Lo carry cargoes regularly
to and from our docks, and then at-
tack the railroad rate structureswhich
has been the chief instrument in re-
ducing our commearce 1o the vanishing
paint. This attack should be repeated
and continued without rest until the
monstrous wrong which is the result
of our own apathy -has been undone.
This poyt has relied on th'e principle
of water competition to retaln its trade
with the intertor, but it has been in-
formed by the Interstate Commerce
Cammission that it cannot profit” by
that principle unless it iz in actual
aoperation by the londing and unload-
ing of cargoes at Portland docks. In
this matter, as In that of the water-
grade, nature will not work for us 1if
we do not work for ourselves, for
nature does pothing for a shuggard.

The fashion has been, when this
subject is brought up, to “pass the
buck” to the merchants who in the
first instance pay the Ireight, but It
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should not be forgotien that the mer-
chant ean sell out and move away with
far more ease and at much smaller
loss than the owner of land or of a
large manufacturing plant. The for-
tunes of the latter depend on the ex-
Istence here of a large and srowing
community, and will shrink to noth-
Ing otherwise. Their interest demands
that conditions of business in Portland
shall be such that men can thrive here
as merchants, muanufacturers, work-
men and professional men, and in all
the ocoupations which cater to the
wants and pleasures of these classes.
It Is for them to take the lecad in
bringing about such conditions, and
a4 prime essential is that the appor-
tunity which nature offered to make
the greatest port of the Pacific Coast
it the head of deep-sean navigation on
the Willamette River shall not be
wasted.

HIS AMERICANISM.
1o mnake It plain t9 the warl ths
there was no Imsue of Am-rl-umnm <
lo¥alty Involved #o0 far as | am concernod,
There could be mone. for 1 am as good an
American as any man, as loyal to my [Iag.
nA loyal o my country, and as firm and
determined in support of every act of the
Jdovernment in this war as any man.
8F the editors of the newspaperz In
this and In other cities to give prominencs
to this deciaration, so that thers may not
abrosd o th pHOp! of a8 country
have no app intion of our loenl =itu-
lon the slightest Intimation that the gues-
the war or the War policy of Preai-
“ilnon and States CGovern-
in the 1 involved.
uiteTancs campalgn
responsa to a question reporter
hat I mtood uncomp ¥y behind
dent In support of nets and pal-
'Y nr my country, and int the war must
fought ta a conciuslan which wonld
bring an honorable peace to Amarioa.—From
A post-s tlon statement by Mayor-elect
Hylan, of New York.
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The Oregonian complies ocheerfully
with the request of the sutocessful can-
didate for Mayor In the Natlon’s great-
e=L city. and reprints his declaration
of a forthright Americanism,

Mr. ¥Hylan huns been elected by an
fmmenss vote.,. New York knows what
it wants, doubtless though It docea not
want the same thing at difféerent times,
Four years ago it wanted Mitchel and
honest government: now |t wants
Tammany, and whatever Tammany
will give It Tammany has carte
blanche from the public to do what-
ever It pleases,

The outright anti-war
Hiliguit, the Socialist.
followers of Mitchel,
growth of Hillguit,
Mitechel “wwas beaten, left him and
cho=c¢ (he lesser evil in Hylan., To an
extent, the large majority for Hylan
may thus be explained. The enemies
Mitchel has made expialns other
losses; bad political management
snchieved its share of the disaster;
Hearst did his part; and Tammany did
the rest.

Perhaps the Kaiser thinks he has
captured New York, Dut he may be
mistaken.

vote was for
Probably the
alarmed at the
and convinced that

MIGHTY
War Is just one

FOR GOOD,
thing after another
If it is not liberty it's the R
Cross; and If it is not the Red
t's the ¥, M, C. A. But the public is
both patient and understanding. Wi
fare without money s lmpossible:
without the Red it Is butchery
savagery; and without the Y, AL
C. Al it is indecency, Viclousness, deg-
radation, dizetse und death.

1f any one is in doubt about what
theaY. M. C. A. is dolng for the bLovs
in ¥France, or on thelr way, or in
American CAntonments "“'lﬂg Illl‘{‘l(‘
ready to go, let him ask any soldier.
The soldieras Kknow. They can tell
what the Y. M. C, A. has dona and Is
doing to make milltary life tolerable
and even pleasant, for the rank and
file and for the officers, too, and what
it is doing bhesides—an even pgreater
goervice—to muake it clean whole-
pome, The Y. M. C. A., without cant
or favoritism or pretensa or secltarian-
ism, is the mightiest agency in France
to keap the soldlers well, in mind and
body. The Red Cross and other agen-
cles look them when they are
sick wounded,

Every dollar spent
Y. M. C. A, |s for your
neighbor's son, which
thing. The Y. M. C. A.
fn order to serve him,
he dons his uniform
the enemy, on the
after; for it Is even
prison camps. If the Y. M. C. A. is
ever needed It {5 then., It never leaves
the soldier nlive, or captured, or dying,
and it does not forget him when he is
dead.

A mighty Institution
and civilization, not to say
Ing, decent living, rational
the Y. M. C. A. Let all who are In
doubt Inguir Tf theay know, they
will give: and if all such will give, the
Y. M. C. A. will ba able to ralsc Its
needed fund ten times over.
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AN OLD DELUSION REVIVED.

The old and oft-exploded greenback
delusion appears again in o communi-
»ation which is published In another
column, It springs from the error of
supposing that paper is money. It is
only a promise to pay money. At differ-
ent times and In different countries
precious stones, beaver skins, cowrle
shells and tobacceco have been used ns
the mediom, but the world has finally
settled to the use of gold for this pur-
posie, and paper money, so called, is
only o promise to pay gold. It circu-
lates at par only because it can at any
time be redeemed In gold.

Governments are governsed by this
principle as are Individuals, for they
have tiried the issue of irredeamnable
paper money based solely on the Na-
tional assets, and have failed, France
tried i1t by the issue of assignats in
the first revolutlon, but they depre-
ciated to such =& point that a big
bundle of paper francs wns worth only
one franc. The United Btates tried It
by the issue of greenbacks during the
Civil War. They were at a heavy dis-
count until the war ended, and the
remaining $344,000,000 of them cir-
culate at par only because the Govern-
ment holds & gold reserve ample to
redeem any amount that iz likely to
be presented for redemption. When-
ever doubt arises as to the Govern-
ment’'s ability to pay gold, there is a
stampede to exchange greéenbacks for
that metal.

Such a doubt arose
the operation of the
purchase law. The Government be-
ing compelled by that law to issue
sllver dollars which were intrinsically
worth only about fifty cents, but
which were to circulate at a parity
with gold, a great demand for gold
aross. Oreenbacks were exchanged at
the treasury for gold, were paid out
again, a= the law required, and were
presented again in exchange for more
gold. The gold reserve was deplefed,
and as fast as it was replenished by
jssue of bonds it was depleted again
by the same process. When the Sher-
man law veas repealed, and when dan-
ger of free silver colnage passed with
the defeat of Bryan in 1856, the run
on the gold reserve ceased.

It is & mistake to supposc that, be-

in 1893 from
Sherman silver

stood on the war.

cause paper lssued by the Government
I= backed by all the weaulth of the
country, it does not fluctuate in value,
In time of war or financial stress the
Government's credit rhfllnv- and, if
it were to f{ssue an u nited quantity
of paper irredeemable in gold, the de-
cline would be represented by a dis-
count on this paper. There no safe
w for the Government to ralse war
funds other than by taking money
from the people in the shape of taxes
or by borrowlng it. Money cannot be
created by running pri presses
double time.
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THESE "HONO
The
be,

R" MEN WITHOUT HONOR,
Oregonian not,
reconciled to an

is and cannot

“honor system"
at a =tate penitentinry which accepts
the parcle—the mere word—of in.
curable, wicked criminals asx a suffi-
clent pledge to give them thelr lib-
erty, In violation of the plain condi-
tions of thelr respective sentences and
in opposition to the teachings of all
human experience. Nor does It think
that a public prison is an lnstitution
for experiments in popular govern-
ment. It has an old-fashioned oplnion
that a penltentiary is piaca pri-
marily for punishment, and, second-
arily, for reform.

Six convicts who had
privileges of "honor"
escaped from the
Salem, followlng o serles
flights from other “*honor"
out honor. One of them
an officer who Was ot
him, and nearly succee
other—Hasslng—who
wife In cold blood, and
tencad to be hanged,
tence was changed
ment by Governor
press condition that
apply for pardon,
still at large.

The half dozen who have
Just decliared themealves free have,
nlmonst '\\ltlmnt exception, bad records
Muojors, o negr: rhille on parole from
a TfTormer h(!!l""‘.f‘ s committed two
villalnous assaults for rape, one on a
ehlld and one on aAn old woman;
while serving ten-year term for
these heinous crimaes, rpetrated while
he was under laava and on his good
behavior, he is designated
man, and permitted to
practically without restu

Of Majors' companic
tle less severe reprobatio
ited on them. One of tl
belleve, run away during
parole period, had
term elsewhere, nnd
back to complete hil
Another of them
violator., All of re long-t
men, and with perhap an exception,
low-class felons, Yel they are “honor
men.
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FORCES WORKING
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Insistence on
ha= arrayed t
power of [::I‘h{ plunder,

ganized under the Tamm
By subjecting Catholle

public control, he brought
him thg great Influence
lle church. Apainst him
the apathy of those who
good government, but ¢
ine that it can be presery
fight the stalwao
of both Republican and
siripe.

FPasslbly
apite of all
the menace
disguised pro-Ge
the Socinlist
four-fifths of wi
of foraign birt
swing of the foreign 3
quit wns s0 HILTrong Bmd
alien nationality that,
element saw the Jdrift
townrd the Sociall
the many factor
Mitchel, they plu
order at any cost t
n pro-German Mayor
have won without this
would probably have been
cision.

For there
those who re
many to power— the candi-
dates except Hillquit were pledged to
stand by the FPresident in the war for
democracy. Althoug i-British
Hoarst backed Hyl latter de-
clared himself “*in full accord with the
war pollcy of my country,” and sald:
“I stand with President Wilzon in his
fight to make the world safe for
democracy.” There w never nny
doubt as to how Mitchel and Bennett
In a clty one-fourth
of whose people are of enemy nation-
ality, where many of Irish birth will
do anyvthing to vent thelr hatred of
England, and where many Russian
Jews have adopted the distorted Ger-
man view of Soclalism, many more
then three-fourths of the votes were
cast aguninst the man who favors an
immediate peace "upon terms which
will involve bumilintion or punishment
for none,’” not even for the arch-
eriminal of Potsdam.

But Hylan had the
many stealthily disloyal
Mitcheal was so cleurly
bearer of unflinching loyalty and of
good government that it cause for
wonder that FPresident Wilson falled
to ses the duty of giving Mitehel open
support. The occasion called for a
rally of every.patriot to the standard
of Americanism, in order that the
greatest city in Amerleca might speak
out in no uncertain terms, In this
crisis the President should have for-
gotten that any =re Hepublicans or
Democrats, and should have appealed
to all as Americans, He has wasted a
great opportunity.

In the degreoe of comfort which it
has given to the enemy by the large
vote palled for Hillquit, New York
does not represent the United States,
As in the Revolution it harbored more
Tories than any other city, ns in the
Civil War It was disgraced by anti-
draft riots and by the guasi-copper-
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it is the hotbed of pro-Germanism.
Splendidly as its leaders in business
and finance bhave responded to the
call of the Natlon, New York still re-
malns the least American city in
America. Now, as in 1861, it is in
New England and the West that the
flame of patriotism burns brightest.

PENNIES,

The story is told of an old-time
Portland “sport”’—slang for a certain
type of sportsman—who took out of his
pocket, alter an unusually prosperous
night with the cards, a great handful
of gold, Observing a silver dollar in
the vellow mass, he impatiently plcked
it out and threw It away. *“What do 1
want with that thing?” he asked
Easy come, easy go. but the easy
goers always go too far.

This tale has no moral, except that
it illustrates the ordinary attitude of
the man of the extrema Wost toward
the pennw. It is true that it
penny—or was it a two-cent piece?—
that determined foraver the name of
Portland, for in the historic littlé con-
test over the title of the town between
the two original locators, heads meant
Portland and talls Boston (or vice
varsa). But since that day, until now,
the penny has had no real home in
Portland. The tale milght, Indeed,
have ended differently if It had begun
differently. Where d4did that penny
come from, and what was it doing so
fur from ita real habitat in New Eng-
land ?

There are men and
ing in Portland and
call tha day when
“two bits"—was the
common use, or the
retail transactions,

If nothing else
souri origin of many
the Introdurction and use
“hit* would have glven
RWAY. A "bit"” was nominally
cents, but actually therg never
such 4 thing. It was ten cents, or a
dime, when you offered It as legal
tender, or it was 15 cents when change
hnd to be made. In other words, nfter
the =ilver dime came nlong, it was
recelved as a “bit (123§ cents), and If
vou tendered a quarter in payment
for a “bit's"" worth of anyvthing, you
got back ten cents, But this loose
method of making change disappeared
with the sadvent of the nickel. With
the five-cent plece ended forever the
golden and sllver days of the argonaut.

Now we are to have the penny
meake rexl change In the theaters and
elsewhere, as it has for some time
been done in the department stores.
in dayas of thrift and conserva-
tion the cent piece ocught to be wel-
comea, yet it marks the final tran=for-
mation from old days and old waya
to the naw style. 1If it helps win the
war, thére should be no complaint,
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The case agalnst rats and mice as
wansters of food is put forcibly by the
Department of Agriculture in a state-
ment in which it suys that the déstruo-
tion wrought by these pests amounts
to more than $200,000,000 o year,
which is eguivalent to the gross earn-
ings of an army of 200,000 men. This
is In addition to the Indirect damapge
caused by the spreading of 1-o".|!¢mu
which also is large. There are many
farms on which the grain consumed
by rodents would pay the taxes. The
war on rats and mice should be bas
upon general principles of gleanlines:
By {first Insisting on the removal of
fll rubblsh piles and then making
storehouses rat proof, the auimals will
be forced to seek other regions
starve, and multiplication will be
coursged by depriving the young
thelr means of subsistence,
the number is now enormous, their
virtunl extermination is not regarded
impractical, {f communities will
co-operate in a spirit of apprec tion
of importance of the work.

or
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British successes at Gaza and in
Mesopotumin may seem to have little
effect on the ultimnte outcome of
war, but it is the British way to start
at the outer edge = well in the
center of military operations and to
fight thelr way to the center. Wel-
lington fought his way across Spain
and Portugnl for five years, nnd won
his final victory at Toulouse aftar Nn-
poleon had abdicated In 1514, In time
for his army to make a triomphal
eéntry into Paris. Such operations win
visluable territory, which Is an Im-
portant factor In peace negotiations,
and they occupy large encmy forces
at points remote from the maln flald
of hostilities, Many Turkish troops
are diverted from Europe and de-
stroved in detndl Ly the Invasion of
Asiatic Turkey and a strong moral
effect §Is produced on the Arabs, who
hate the Turks and whosa friendship
Eritain assiduously cultivates,

the

calculate on the re-
of German man power per-
sistently neglect to allow for the num-
ber of Germans released for the army
by the subjection of enemy peoples
occupled territory. The Germans may
be expected to carry the Italians who
did not flee from Venetla into slavery,
to compel the captured soldiers to
work for them, and té send the men
whom they replace to the front. Every
German gain of territory in effec
% the army and compensite
ssed suffered on fronts where the
allies are winning.

The men who
duction

L]

The old joke about $20 for 1917 or
19168 Lincoln pennies is on the way
townrd realization. They are com-
manding a premium of 10 per cent,
due Lo scarcity.

Flirtlng interferes with naval train-
ing at the Great Lakes station, re-
port says. That is to be expected. The
uniform has a charm, afloat or ashore

With Tammany winning in New
York and Eugene Schmitz elected su-
pervisor in 8S8an Francisco, this is the
year when the cats come back,

Those State Hospltal employes must
have acquired it by attrition. They
arranged to strike for more pay and
were summarily dismissed.

win in the
She grows
woman o

That Polk County should
TLand Show is not startling.
the stuff and has the right
arrange it

The Red Cross will look after
American prisoners. Now aren't you
glad you subscribed to the fund and
pald?

You eannot “fool” with the Federnl
Government. The bootlegger who buys
a license attesta the fact.

The member of Parllament who of-
fered a motion for peace escaped alive,

Japan can clinch that treaty by
sending a million troops to Eurcpe.

Corn meal Is costing more, and therg
is po pubstitute,

Although | Pi

Stars and Starmakers.
By Lreone Cass Saer.
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Address of Poultry Journal,
DETROIT, Or., Nov. 7.—(To the Ed4i-
tor.)—I would llke to know Lthrough
the columns of The Oregonian the ad-
dress of the Northwest Poultry Journal,
A N R

The Northwest Poultry Journal Is
published at Salem, Or,
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