ie

THE MORNING OREGONIAN,

TUESDAY,

AUGUST

14, 1917.

d

The Oregontam

FORTLAND, OREGON.
Entersd at Fortland (Oregon) FPostofflce as

second-class mail matter.
Bupscription rates—invapiably in sdvance:
(By Mall)

Dally, Sunday ine
Sunday in

1rlrd One FOAL ...,
3 aix months
thres mon
, ane >.~nnll.|

“'-fhl‘ : f,ne
Sunday, one T
Bunday and wenk])

t Sund 1y. one month B

How to Hemit—=Send postoffice money or-

der. poid Orle r personal check on your

i, Colm Oor currency ars mt

\n postaffice address In fuill,
4 nd Eiate.

Snoiuing
- Pu-lugr Hmr--—l‘ in 1€ pagas,
S -

cutrt
1 zeht; 18
enim: 54 1o 48 pagne, 8 cenis;

4 centn; 02X to 70 pages, B
> pmgos, O cents. Forelgn post-
ntos.

CENLs
aga douoble
F_natc-rn B-u-lnm Offlce—Verres & Conklin,

Verrea &
Ean Fran-
742 Mar-

Hding, New Tork
r building, Chicago:
ntative, B, J. Bidwall,

PORTLAND, TUESDAY,

AUGUST 14. 1017.

EPFRUCHE A8 A MEANS OF VICTORY.

The mission of the allled airoraft
committes is to enlist the ald of the
Pacifio Coast In producing so great
mn alr fleet that viectory for the alliaa
will be won In the shortest time, with
the greatest certalnty and at the
smallest cost in life of allied troops.
Unlimited supplies of spruce lumber

Are necessary, and theses can be ob-
tained on the North Pacifioc Conast
alone, Bpruce will form the frames

of the planes and the East will sup-
ply the cloth to cover them and the
motors to oparate them, while the in-
trepid, daring vouth of America will
man them. That is the winning com-
bination, and sprute I5 an essentinl
part of it

Authorities are agreed that the alr-
ornft will ba the decisive weapon of
the war., It Is the last thing in evo-
lution of the art of war. Heavy ar-
tillery, machine gun and rifle fire
has driven Infantry Into trenches and
has made cavalry of small wvalue.
Long-range artillery has almost
stopped open fighting, but it created
necessity for tha gunner to locate and

aim at a mark which is invisible to
him. Trench warfare has mnde it
impossible for scouts on foot or horse-

back to locate an ensmy’'s guns, sup-
ply depots and reserve troops and to
return with the information, for thoy
are far in the rear of the enemy's
trenches, Alroraft, equlpped with
wireless, nlone can do this

Not only alrcraft, but supremacy in
the air {8 neceasary. Without it, one
army s as well able as its opponent

to spot its targets and hit them, and
the deadlock of trench war Ia ex-
tends to’ the air. By attnining su-

premacy an army’'s alr fleet drives the
enemy’'s airmen to earth and by pre-
venting direct observation of it= po-
sitlons prevents the enemy’s artillery
from locating 1ts marks, thus driving
the sunners to rely on random shots,
Being able to do everything which
its blinded enemy is prevented from
doing, an army which commands the
air can destrovy the enemy’'s trenches,
guns, supply depots, reserves and lines
of communication. It can also =‘r«r1nr'|
surprise attancks on ths eénemy's
trenches, the first intimation of which
does not come to the enemy until in-
tense artillery fire opens, only half
an hour before the Infantry attack—
too Iate for adequate preparation to
repel the nttack.

That Is one of the maln uses of air-
craft—to restore that element of sur-
prisa which it has so far removed
from this war, Many of the declsive
battles of history have been won by
surprise, & force suddenly appearing
on an enemy's fiank while all his
dispositions were made to meset the
main army in front or a small
army moving rapidly to attack the
saveral divisions of a larger army in
detall, a stratagem to which Napoleon
resorted for victory over the Aus-
trians in Italy. Alrcraft has made
this Impossible by spying out every
movement in the whola fleld of hos-
tilitiea and by promptly signaling it
to headqguarters.

After the battle of the Alsne both the
F¥Franco-British and the German cav-
elry swung out farther on ths wings
of their respective armies In an at-
tempt to outflank, but both “alled,
for alrcraft gave warning. Both wings
JTinnlly extended to the smea, and the
prmlies became locked In a struggle to
drive each other out of fixed pousitions,
How deadly ls such a struggle, how
small the results of success compared
with thelir cost, when necither has un-

questioned control of the alr, was
ghown by the battles of Verdun, the
Bomme, Arras, Messines Ridge, Cra-

onno and Flanders, Those victories of
the allies were largely due to the su-
periority in the alr, combined with
greater waight of artillery, for this
enabled them to wreck the "enemy
lings, smash whole batteries with di-
rect hits, destroy the morals of troops,
cut off supplies and rald lines of com-
munications. But their success was
Iimited by the Germans' abllity to con-
tast and at times to galn alr suprem-
BCy. A far more rapid advance must
ba made if the war 1s not to drag
on for years and If the present slaugh-
ter Is MOt to continue.

Tha allles must be given such une-|

disputable superiority in numbers and
quality of alroraft and in skill and
daring of ailrmen that a German will
10 sooner attempt to take the air than
he will be benten to earth agnin, that
gEreat fleets of allied alrmen may be
able to soar at will over the German
lines,  spotting artillery positions,
bombing depots and scattering rein-
forcements with machine gun fire at
low aititude. Then the allles would
be able to move troops, artillery and
supplies at will and in security. un-
known to the Germana while they
could spy out every German position
and movement. They could then mass
great forees at selected peoints and
make a resistless drive which would
bBresk through the enemy’'s llne, out
flank hisa forces to right and left and
compel A general withdrawal., ‘They
eould send great flocks of airmen to
£ distance of fifty or sixty milles be-
hind the froht to work such havoc
with bomhs and machine guns that
the entire organization of the Ger-
mans would be broken, thelr commu-
nlcations cut, their reliefs prevented
from coming up, their stores of am-
munition and food destroyed and thelr
morale ruined by the conviction of
irretrievable defeat.

These things are planned by the
American Government, but they can-
not be done without the patriotic co-
operation of the American people, For
three years Britaln, France and Italy
have heen striving for dominfon in the
alr. They have won a certaln degrea
of superiority, for thelr men are un-

doubtedly superior, and they profited
by the fact greatly in the batiles of
the Iast year, but they have not suc-
ceeded jn driving the Germans out of
the air and keeping them down to
earth. That requires far superior
numbers as well as superior skill. The
alltes are exerting themselves to in-
crease the number of planes, but so
are the CGermans, and it is nlmost a
neck-and-neck race,
betray signs that thelr supply of good
material Thoe United

thonghk the latterd

France; that of Serbla at Ralonlkl.'tho faction whlech was under German

Greece, and that of Montenegro is, the
Lord knows where. But thers will be
n glad home-coming some day.

THE HOOVER WATY.

The food-contral bIII became law
and Mr. Hoover wns appointed food
director on August 10, Two days Inter
the new official laid before the peo-
ple o complete and well thought out

is giving ‘out. plan for control of the wheat crop.
States can provide the pumbers by | He could not have completed It In two
standardized production, after the dflt’é. While the Senate had bhoen talk-
manner In which automoblles are | ing, he had been working, and the
turned out by the thousnd. Our|g ‘(. ng sooner stops talking than
young men have the temperament s

which will enable them easily to nc-
quire the skill from their French, Brit-
Ish nnd Itallan teachers, who have
proved themselves masters of the alr
on every front

This is the opportunity of the Pa-
cific Coast to supply one of the requi-
sites for the main factor in that wvic-
tory which must be so0 complets that
the Kaiser shall be powerless to carry
out the threats he made to Mr. Gerard.
Spruce lumber, as fast as it can be
made Into planes and as fast as thesa
can be equipped with motors, 1s what
the Government asks of Oregon. No
other demﬂ.nds..no questions about
wages or hours of labor should hin-
der prompt compliance with the call
of the allied democracles.

L]
THE REAL RAISER,

Emperor nahowed great bitterness
against the United Statesa apnd repentedly
mnid: “America had better look our nfter
this war,” and I ghall stand no nonssnse
fromn America after the war.''—From the
lotters of Ambassador Gerard.

The

America Is in the war and will not
have to reckon single-handed with the
Kalser and junkerism after the Euro-
pean war. We have had the option
of ftighting Germany as an ally of
Great Britain, France, Russia and the
others or of being obliged to under-
take the Job alone. We have wisely
chosen the first alternative

The supreme service rendered to the
American people by Mr, Gerard Is in
his suthoritative and convincing ex-
position of the netual Germnn thought

and purpose. The Kallser is not only
now our enemy but he has been our
enamy.,

What a sporry plight America unpre-
pared would have been in to face
without an ally & wvictorlous and re-
lentless Kalser.

LET IT BE MADE CLEAR.

The Oregonian desires at this time
to make but an observation or two as
as to the plan for an extra sesslon of
the Legislature to authorize the Port
of Portland to bond itself for $9,000,-
000 to build and operate Portlund-
owned ships,

It is not clear whether the proposal
Is for the Port of Portland Commis-
sion, upon authority of the Legisla-
ture, to issue direct $9,000,000 In
bonds, or whether there is 1o be a
referendum to the people residing
within the boundaries of the port.

If the former, it will be necessary

for the Legislature to add an emer-
gency clanse to the bill in order to
avoid a siate referendum; and no

Legislature will do it. It would in-
volve no loss of time, then, to submit
that question direct, through the
Initiative without legisiative action.

If the latter, much the same Qques-
tion as to an emergency clause to the
original legislative mensures will arisa,
Could the Legislature be persuanded to
piss o measure, with an emergoncy
clause, merely permitting the people
of the port to have a referendum ns
to the $9,000,000 bonds? We doubt
it. It would In effect bo shutting off
an opporfunity for a referendum by
the state as a whole.

The whole question of a special ses-
slon, to pass emergency legisiation, 1s
surrounded by practical difflculties;
and it ought to be made perfectly clear
just what is proposed before the Gov-
ernor s asked to act.

The last Legislatura, upon request
from the Portland Chamber of Com-
merce, passed an enabling nact for the
Port of Portland to vote about $1,-
000,000 In bonds for a Portland-owned
shipping enterprise. Now the state at
large, through the ILegislature, is to
be asked to correct, for Portland's
benefit, Portland's own error in un-
derestimeating its shipping necds—If
they are underestimated. It may falr-
Iy be snid by the state that Portland
cught to have made up Its mind more
definitely and finally what it wants,

THE GASOLINE SCARE.

Doubtless the old familiur law of
supply and demand will settle the
gasoline question without the drastic
remedy, whatever it Is, suzgested by
the Federal authorities. They Inti-
mate that something or other rhust be
done to stop excessive joyriding.

What is joyriding? If it is an orgy
of speed and drink, participated in by
roeclkless men nnd careless and care-
fres women, of courss it ought to be
stopped. 1If it Is a trip to the country
with a lunch in the fresh woods or
by a :ulzﬂﬂ.ﬁring stream, or a toyr
from town to town or state to state,
or onc of many pleasurable uses the
Amerlcan citizen finds for the motor
car, it cannot be suspended, without
reorganizing the whole scheme of
American life. If a soclal revolution
Is necessary to win the war, let It
come; but if it may be won without,
why precipitats it?

The needs of the Army and Navy
must of course bs given first consid-
eration In gasoline. The output for
a year in the United States is roughly
siated to be I,500,000,000 gallons, and
it is sald that the Government for
war and other necessary purposes will
call for 350,000,000 gallons. It is
about one-seventh of the total. The
way ought to be easy. Let the Presi-
dent, or hls representative, take what
is wanted, leaving the great balance
for commercial and private use.

The rcsult will be doubtless to ad-
vance the price, and the amount of
pasoline used will thus automatically
decrease. If it does not, or if the
great corporations engaged In the oll
business seek to monopolize the mar-
ket and withhold the product except
atl extravagant figures, It may then
be time to Hooverize the situation and
fix maximum quuntities for private
consumption.

Gasoline is a sensitive article. It
appears to respond readily to the law
of free barter and sale. We suppose
thet is the reason why In the past
year or more it has nearly doubled In
price. If it shall double again, there
will be far fewer automobiles on the
streota and state roads.

We have nover seen a satisfactory
explanation as to why the price, which
a few months ago was falling steadlly,
suddenly turned and has gone up with
no wvariation.

Roumania prepares to add to the
number of refugee governments by
moving its King into Russia. The
government of Belgium is at Havrs,

| duct highly reprehensibie

he is ready to act.

If Senntors Read, Gore and others
of thelr kind had had thelr way, Mr.
Hoover would snot have begun to work
until they had ceased to talk, and
more weary but precious weeks wWould
have been wasted in preparation. The
Senntors considered NMr. Hoover's con-
in going to
work while they talked, for it evinced
confidence that their torront of words
would avail nothing to defeat the bill
and an opinion that thelr elogquence
was of no consaquencoe.

That Is the difference betwesn n
business man and a politician. To the
business man action s the only thing
that counts, and words are of use only
to expedite action. To the politician
words nre everything, and his proud-
est momant is when he views o great
plle of Congressional Records and re-
flocts that they ar full of words,
largely his own. His chlef anxiety
being to hold his job, he shrinks from
action lest It should cause loss of
votes, and covers his cowardice with
a cloud of words, as the devilfish cov-
ers his retreat with a flood of ink,

If wa had n Hoover for President,
assisted by n Cablnet of Hoovera, how
things would hum at Washington, but
what walllng and lamentation there
would be among the politiclans and
what 2 host of incompetents would be
flred!

Are

VACATION.

It is a poor boast that one has not
taken a vacation in twenty-filve years.
Thea lnte Russell Sage, and some other
noteworthy figures In the world, made
it, and seemed to Justify themselves
with good health and longevity, but the
avernge man not buiit that way.
Vacation, sultably employed, 1s as nec-

is

essary to the human machine as an
occasional tuning up Iis necessary Lo
the delicate maechu: of & submn-
rine,

ldieness.
surround-

But rest doea not mean
Change of ocoupation, naw
ings, a different climate when prac-
ticable, furnish the ideal stimulating
The mere act of

combination. making
new Aacquaintances is good for the
tired cells of the brain. Vigorous owut-
door exercise, to the polnt of utter
physical weariness, is a sovereign
medicine for the mind that is over
wrought. here are a lot of worse
things to do than getting out In the

harvest field, provided one's heart is
in the work, but*the Important consid-
eriation is ablding personal Interest In
whatever one chooses to do. In the
routine of everyday life thers are
many dutles that are irksome only be-
cause they are compulsory. It Is rest-
ful to be able to feollow one's own
inclinations, by way of change.

Life seams to bo o mors sorious
business this year than ever. It be-
hooves the citizen to koeep himself fit
for the jfob of living. The Russall
Sages and the Edlsons are few In
number; most men will find that va-
cations pay real dividends, In better
all-around attitude toward life and
also in dollars and cents.

GERMAN FPEATE MANEUVERS

The controversy between Fremier
Lloyd George and Arthur Henderson
in regard to the Stockholm Soclullst
peace conference, which has led to the
resignation of the Ilatter from the
Britiash Cabinet and to his receipt of
a sharp letter from the Fremler ac-
cusing him of duplicity, will hasten an
pgreement among the allles as to In-
formal peace negotiations between
certain classes or sections of thelr own
and enomy nations.

The initiative in calling the Stock-
holm conferencs wns obviously taken
by German and pro-German Swedlsh
Sociallsts with the encourangement of
the German government., It = a new
plece of that German propaganda
which alms to promote division among
Germany's enemlies by appeals to the
passions, prejudices and theories of
sections among thelir people. It is In
the same class as that which caused
the rebellion in South Africs, the con-
gpirncles in Indin, the Cascement expe-
dition to Irsland, the faoke neutrality
league, Labor's Peace Council, the
Conference for Democracy and Terms
of Peace and various pacifist move-
ments In this country. It appenls to
the sentiment for Internationallsm,
class consclousness and the solidarity
of labor In all ropean and Ameri-
can countries. It alms to enlist in the
cause of an immedinte, German peace
an element in each of the countries at
war with Germany. That element
would be an ally of Germany, an
auxiliary of the German army, in Its
own country. Such activity., by wenk-
ening the fighting arm of the country
concerned, is constructive treason.

War, by it=s very nature, demands
that each nation act aa a unit in deal-
ing with cther nationa, espacinlly with
thosa agalnst which 1t I8 arraved. The
presence of any element which, In
concert with like forces In g hostile
country, strives to influence the poelicy
of the Government in making war and
negotiating peace, should not be tol-
erated. It is lepitimate in a demo-
cratic country to influence the gov-
arnment as to terms of peacs, but not
when acting In concert with any of
the enemy. But it is not permissible,
when a nation has engaged In war to
attain certain avowed ends with full
knowledge and approval of the great
muajority of the people, to attempt
persuasion to draw back before those
ends aré attalned or before thelr at-
talnment hes become manifestly im-
possible.

The Btockholm conference is pri-
marily a German maneuver to bring
about a separate peace with Russia.
Its success In that particular could
only have ended in terribly weakening
tha alllance agninst Qermany, in mak-
Ing the task of the allles which re-
mained true to the cause of demooracy
more arduous, in prolonging the war
and in Increasing whatever doubt ex-
ists as to its outcomea. President Wil-
son saw this, and therefore wisaly re-
fused passports to American delegates
Prosident Gompers, of the Amerioan
Federation of Labor, also saw it and
denounced the conference. The Brit-
lsh Seamen’'s and Firemen's Union
saw it, and refused to join In eanding
delegates,. How Mr. Henderson could
have beaen Induced to favor the con-
ference Is o mystery after ha had seen
that It was favored in Russia only by

| galn,

influence and which was responsible
for the demoralization and retreat of
the Russian army and after he had
seen how all other parties in Russia
rallied to the support of Kerensky.

In the same class with the Stock-
holm conference are the moves of
such copperheads as Senators Stone
and La Follette to open discussion of
peace terms. They zro devices of the
enemy to induce the United States to
stop short of the end for which we
declared war. The allies have only
begun ta galn that end, and they have
far to go befora it will be gained. This
country has only begun to prepare,
and cannot strike a telling blow be-
fore Spring. The rulers of Germany
sen defent before them, and with It
loss of thelr power over their country.
Peace at this time would save them,
and would give them time for a new
effort to win world-power. If the
United States were to stop now, It
would have to begin agsin ten. twenty
or thirty years hence, perhaps with-
out allies and against a more powsar-
ful Germany. Now is the tims to
finiah what we have undertaken. Any
American who proposes peace under
such caonditions as now exist Is serving
the Knhalcr. not the United States.

UNPROFITABLE IMPATIENCE.

Prune growers of the Nerthwest
will do well to heed the warning given
by the Oregon Agricultural College
Experiment Station against the waste-
ful practice of shaking the trees too
vigorously in the effort to hasten the
harvest, The warning i8 especlally
timely this season because of the com-
parative latyness of fruit crops, which
has increased the lImpatience of grow-
ers and their fears of loss through
early rains, Premiums for eirly de-
livery, the experiment statlon declares,
are not likely to offset loss from early
picking, while weather records show
that rain s as much to be expected
early in September as late,

Nature puts the finishing touch on-
the prune in the last few days of its

growth. Full maturity s especially
desirable where the fruit Is to be
dried, for it is not only sweeter at

that time but loses considerably less
proportionate welght in the process of
evaporation. This s important, not
only because it increases the total
weight of the crop, but becsuss a
higher price per pound is paid for the
larger sizes.

Hepeated experlments have demon-
stated that, taking one year with an-
other, It is better to trust nature as
a guide In making the prune harvest,
In 1914, for example, the Oregon Ex-
perlment Station did not start picking
prunes until September 11, although
the majority of growers were well un-

der way with thelr harvest on Sep-
tember 6. It was found that if the
experiment station had walted even

longer, It would have mnde a dlstinct
By making comparison with
check trees, if-was fonnd that grow-
ers lost 6 per cent of the dried fruit
by shaking the trees, and that the
immature prunes dried away mora
than the mature, making an addition-
nal loss of 6 per cent. This loss of 12
per cent was an item of considerable
moment to the grower. The Iabor
cost of shaking the trees was esti-
mated at more than a dollar a ton
additional.

Patience 18 especially profitable at
the time of the prune harvest. Every
dollar added to the price of the crop
ia an addition to the profit; the cost
of growing is a fixed charge that al-
ready has been met.

It is well enough to have a commit-
tee which will check up war expendl-
tures after they are made and which
will uncover and punish abuses. It 1s
inevitable that in the hurry of war
some abuses will occur, but we would
better suffer a few than have a smell-
ing committes to block action with
its hearings and inquiries and to seare
officinls away from proper action. The
delay which such an committee may
cause In some urgent matter might
easily result in more loss than would
boa involved In =all ths abuses which
might occur in the whole course of
the war. But the checking commit-
tee should be fathered by men of
Jamown lovalty, not by men whose
nomes Instantly suggest a question.

The farmers are stampeding to bor-
row money under the rural credit
law, that they may raiss big crops
next year. They are having their in-
nings, and can smile while munition
manuficturers pay the wur profits
tax.

If that English-French handbook
prepared for the Army has dlagrams
showing how to ask and answer by
hunching the shoulders, the text is
superfluonus.

The idea of a button for the man
exempt secems absurd, with the ratio
of two passing for sorvice nand ten
claiming exemptions In the dozen ex-
amined.

The first blg forest fire will close
the deer season until rains come, and
it Is up to the individual hunter to
be the man who is careful.

The air ralds on the English coast
remind one of the Apache ralds of
long ago, and the victims are similar
—ayvomen and children,

It Is bad encugh to be run down
by an autolst, but when the run-
downer is a Celestial It is worse than
badness—it's madness,

Strassburg 18 offering unlimited
food for two weeks to people who
marry, but where do they get the
men ?

If all the exemptions claimed are
allowed; theres will be nobody left for
a third call, If it 1= made.

If anlmals are being sold to butch-
ers by cattle thleves, the hides ought
to furnish clews.

Thers 18 & rising market on ham,
which hits the sandwich betwixt md
between.

|

Portlnnd is learning the use of the
penny and will know it better ere long.

The police force may date every-
thing from today—until the next time.

Anybody can smile into the camern
who inherits a $500,000 fortune,

The war will be won by Oregon;
that is, Oregon spruce.

It needed the war to standardize
the eight-hour day.

Raln, dld somebody say? What Is
rain ilke, anyway?

Men who dynamite fish are regular
Prussians,

-

Gleams Through the Mist.

By Dean Colllns

Would-Be Soldier's Ills.

By James Parton Adams.

SOMEWHERE NEAR WHITE SALMON,
Dear Editor:
My colyum's here, -

And I intrust to you to run it;
Although the trout stream murmurs
near— .

“I seen my duty, and I done it.™
Although in my vacation tima
I'd truly rather roam than rhyme.

P. S—~While in the woods I play
And merrily my tlme employ,

1 beg you don't forget each day
To feed the Courteous Office Boy.

- - -
THAT HOT WEATHER POME.
“T stood on the bridge at midnight,
Observing the gloaming gloam:
And I sald to myself, "If 1 did right,
I'd go home and seribble a pome!l ™

It was back In the hot mpall In the
well-known Fall of “16 that I wrote
those lines to begin a hot weathar
pome, and It was only recently that
Andrew Elllson, of Walla Walla, fiat-
tered me by writing and wanting 1t
reprinted.

Since It 18 really sasier to go ahead
and write o whole new poma than to
baclk-traclk and dig up the old one, I
agroed to make 5 new one for Andreaw,
and here it is—and we hope ha will
find It satisfactory:

THE HOT SPIELL.
The saffron morn shone o'er the grass
When from his office I saw pass
The Weather Man, all grave and glum,
Unpecking a glass dingus from
Excelsior

And when unpacking it was done,

I saw him hang it In the sun—

A new thermometer, you know,
To which he murmured, soft and low,
“Excelsior!™

The mercury at hils hehest,

Out of ita bulb instanter pressed,

And when It climbed to sixty-four

The Wenther Man rem:\.rkcq onca more,
“Excelalor!™

On up the tube the fluld flew,

Until 1t stood at elghty-two,

And folks remarked, *It's getting hot!"

Still sald the Weather Man, I wot;
“Excalsior!"

To ninety climbed tha strange device,
And people clamored loud for lce;
But stlil the Weather Man, poor boob,

Bald to the bright julice in the tube:
“"HExcelsior!™
“0Oh, stop!" the simmering Fat Man

cried
When two-and-ninety ha espled.
"We've ntood ns much as mortal ean!"
But still proclaimed the Weather Man,
“Excelslor!™

“Beware the sunstrokesl[”
. roar
When up It shot to ninaty-four,
And folks spread butter with a hose,
The Weather Man sald, through his
nosa

men would

“*Egg-zelziori™

At ninety-six the woods caught fire,

And men by hundreds did expire;

But still the fluting mercury

Stuck to the motto falthfully,
“Excelslor!"

To ninety-elght at length it got,
And to n hundred then it shot,
And while it sizzled upward still
The Weather Man erlied with a will:
“Excelslor!"

Flve degrees more, it did its worsat,

And with a pop the tubs was burst;

With wlited collar, beadad brow,

The Weather Man gasped cut somehow:
“Excal=zlor!"

That evening when a wild mob ran
To selze and lynch the Weather Man,
They found him slzzled to a arisp,
His blackened lipa still framed to lisp:

"Excelslor!™

- - -

ANATHEMA.
cruel, heartlesa Ice Man,
While heated spall prolongs,
¥You grip, O, far from nice man,
Our bank roll with your tongs;

And with each added day’'s degreea
Your cold heart colder seems to freeze.

0,

The shekels from our purse you
Drag out by harsh devica,
And yet we dare not curss you
Lest youn deny us ice;
And while you welgh the dwindling gob
We must fawn on you, though you rob.

Lord of the frozen saplinter,
There I8 no hope, not much,
That soon the chilly Winter
Will free us from your clutch—
For, O, hairsh man, without a soul,
¥You'll turn and stick us then for coal.

- - L
0, Elllsgn (Andrew), ths best a man
can do
When thus Importuned for a poem
by ona; -
Is just to get busy and write tlll he's
dizzy,

Which same, as you lately reguestad,
I've done.

So, Andrew, peruee it. I hope you can
use it,
For though I don't want to get In,
with you, Dutch;
0, truly, "I druther” not write still an-
other—
Because it busts up my vacation too
much,

HOME-OWNED FLEET BEST HOPE
Taxspayeras Wonld Profit From Bendds
Isxued to Bulld Ships.

PORTLAND, Aug., 13.—(7To the BEdl-
tor.)—We notice considerable agitation
of lats regarding a bond 1ssus to con-
astruct ships to operats ocut of, and be
owned by, the Port of Portland, In the
interest of Portland and tributary ter-
ritory, with the ldea of again putting
Portland on the map as a shipping cen-
tar.

It {sa my opinlon that thiz end can ba
accomplished in no other way, owing
to the scarcity of ships and the preju-
dice of shipping Interests toward Port-
Innd. Privately owned steamer lines
will not be gotten to operate out of
here for many ye¢ars 1o come, This
handicap is fast making Portland an
Interior village, and It seema to tha
writer that If people owning property
in Portland on a fixed basls of valuas
wish to keep thelr values Intact, they
must be prepared to pay some taxes,
to be applied to shipping. That will
not only Kkeep their values intact, but
will Increase them enough to cover thes
additional expenditure.

I am not a pessimist, but, being In
eclosse touch with the shipping busi-
ness, I belleve that Portland has been
golng beckward for some time, and it
looks a8 though thlis I|dea was about
her only hope.

A spacinl sesslon of the Legislature
could probably be called, and could un-
doubtedly pasa this legisiation 1f the
matter had sufficlent support and pub-

Uelty.
A. RUPERT.

I ean’t help lok the Kalser, fur they
wouldn't let me go, rejected at the
medical inspection, don't you know, an’
from the things they told me I've a
sart 0" ldee I had better git my earthly
things In proper shape die, When
first I stood afore 'em LtheyJust skeered
me half to death by savin' I'd a caze o
rheumutism of the bresath, an' all be-
causa I'd emptled qguite a hefty whisky
glass to brace me fur the flerca ordesl
I knowed I'd have to pass. They mada

to

ma peel my duds as a perliminary act,
an" I felt aort o proudish, fur 1
reckoned fur a fact they'd find in me o

model of & man without a peer

vou might term =a true apollinaris
belvydere, but just in half o minuote adl
my hopes begun to fall: they found 1
was afflicted with eénlargement o' the
gall, an' sald the meningitis wos n
trifle out o' 1line, the same a-beln’
somethin’ suppl sntal to the spine
One of 'em stroked his whiskers in a
manner quite confused an' sald the

hippopotimus appeared to be contused,

an' that the equlinoctial epigram, It
seomad to him, wns bellicosed sufficent
fur to throw it out o' trim. In the

hypogastriec region thers was somethin’
out o' whack, Interferin' with the
proper e¢locution o' the back an' the
platocratic data o' the hyperdermin
showed paralytic evoluztions not nc-
cordin’ to the code, an' they found some
cornucopias adherent to the toes, an’
sald my veins ¢ humor ssemed Inclined
to varicose, an’ the epiliptic gases which
surround the mortibus didn't rill thelr
functionary avocations wuth a cuss. So
they broke it to me gently Ino & sympa-
thetic way that I wasn fit fur service
an' they guessed I'd have to stay an’
I ceolneided with ‘em, fur instead o
scekin® war, any guy that's so affllcted

ort to spend his time in pra‘r, fur 1
know I'm near the border of the happy
huntin® ground frem them physicky
conditions that the Army docLors
found.

ERROHS OF SEA-SONG WRITERS

Forecanile Pokes Fun at Lubbers Who
to Them,
8=——{To

Employ Lingoe Strange
VANCOUVER, Wa
tha Edit has been writ-
ten regarding the I« the unsophisn-
ticated In attempting to compose pooma
and songzs which ht u|||.a:| to |

dux

-4
orf

diers in active sarvice. Much might al:
be written regarding the imbecility «
iandsmen who attempt to wrlte @
songs. In elther cass the 1:1\:10‘“-111 ¥
iz absolute. In proof of this T would
refar to soma sen songs: Flrat, “A Lilfe
on the Ocean Wavi :\.'--w. when sung
In the fo'castle this nEg goen thus:
A m‘u on the ocean
with, the lad who =] it was green
For he never had bee C ;
Nor o sep-golng vessel had seen.
Tha suthor of this populsar song as-
tonishes us by writing:
Bet anil, farewell to the Iland.
The wind {foilows far abaft
This #hip could “show her heels to
the wind.” *“run away from the wind"”
“outeall the wind.” Surely some ship!
Even our own much-admired poat,
usually very clever In exprossion, ran
wild in describing the acrobatic antics
of his ship when she struck. He wrote:
ighted steed,

Bhe reared, she puwed

Ehe leaped a ea
Now, we must belleve that Mr. Long-
fellow had no sense of “cable length,”

or he never would have made such as-
tounding statement.

Among tha many
none ranks higher than

foollsh sea
the

BFONES
following:

A wet sheet and a fiow son,
A wind that follow a r.
That fills a white and
And bonds a galiant m

Now, the taffrall parody
ing i8:
A wet sheet and a flowing sea
And wsures |t was writ b¥ n i
A Jubber who thought that a sh
Whiie “tia naught but = bit
It is diffioult to Imagine
nuthor of this song was trying to
“pipo off.” It would seem that his ship
wans becalmed and that he hoped by
weatting the salls to render them 1m-
pervious to the wind and thus “bag the

tilng safl

on this fool-

n sail,
o,

aof u

whit the

wind,” *“£111," “belly out,” “*draw,”
“lug.” But In place of wetting the sails,
he wot the sheets (small rope cordage).
MNothing galned by this. But why wel
the sails? This ship cannot be In a
“ealm." Does not the wind follow
wfast"? While no seaman knowa wiat

a “fast” wind is, the fact that it "bends

a gallant mast” proves that It WwWus
blowing “great guns.”

To the seaman “fast” Iz at all times
an abbreviation of steadfast, (Hence
vgtand fast,” *“hold fast,"” "moks fast™
“Iay fast,” eoto.). While we do not know
which I8 the "gallant mast,” we do
know that nothing short of a !h"'.n_x:l
gule will bend any of the mants. Now,
if tha wind 1s bonding masts, why In

God's name s he \n n‘m: h k
should be under close
storm salle “‘na-wind l"
of “wetisheet” (meaning sall 1,
and “rustling sail” In the same breath

of coursa)

Now, the verlest landlubber knows
that wet sails cannot rustls. Safls rus-
tle only when asbsolutely dry. Tut he

erowns this with ths foliowing:

=  Away tha good ship flles
An;stemcl old England on her lee.
Hea has told us that the wind i1s fol-
lowing the ahip, He has told us the
ship is leaving England. Now he tells
that England Ils on the ship's lee, It

is plain that it the ship is followed by

a wind blowing “off" England that
England must bs dead a-win'ard nnd
that the ship's course ia “dead’” a-lee-
ward. TITAN.

BUT HAS NO YARN

Chance for Co-operation im Making of
Socks for Our Seoldlers at the Front

TANGENT, Or., Aug. %—(To tha Edil-
tar.)—On the editorial page of The
Oregonian there i{s an articls entitled,
“Socks.”

I gEreatly desire to work
Army and Navy. I cannot sew, but I
ean knit. You may renlize that 1 can
knit well, and socks at that, when. 1
tell you that I Jearmed it thoroughly,
as only Germans can tesach it, when at
school in Germany at 10 years of age.

I am English, with all my people in
the Army. The helmets aund sweaters
ara all as easy as play 1o me.

I can knit but I cannot afford the
wool Now If some ef the wealthy
peopls who wish to help will buy the
wool (only Fleischer's yarn) I will knit
whatever they desire—socka by the
earioad—and they are well knitted, and
after years of wear will be as soft as

CAN EKENIT,

for both

!the first day they were made. My
family can vouch for them.
When I tell you that I knlt socks

reading at the same
time without dropping a stitch, yon
will realize that I know how to knit.

1 am almost a stranger in this part
of Oregon, but I can give any number
of references In Salem, where we had

and do all my

our home until about five yearas sgo.
Plaanas, Mr. Editor, help me to gat
in touch with someone In Portland

They can finance it and have the glory.
I shall be satisfled If I can do soma-
thing for the many who will need it
badly this coming Winter.

MRS, ANNIE PENNEBAKER

Home Guard Quallfientions.
PORTLAND, Aug. 13.—{(To the EAi-
tor.)—Please state the age limit for
home guard entry and whera to apply.
D. W. GARDNER.

Thers 15 no age limit, but one munat
be & Spanish-American war veteran.
Apply at Armory, Tenth and Couch

streets, on Monday or Friday night

In Other Days.

——

Half a Century Ago.
From Ths Oregonlan of August 14, 1887,
What would the good folk of Oregon
say to the total abstinence laws of Noew
England? Main® they actually im-

prison o man If he selis a ginss of cider,
to say nothing of wine or lagsr beer.

l Mr. C. W , Inte city surveyor,
has been me = ome calculations re-
cently on the height of Mount Hood,
His conclusion 1s that the altitude of
the m niain Is less than 12,000 fesl

New Orleans—Vera Cruz a~'\1r"4_s atats
that the Mexicans to deliver the
bady of an the Austrian
stenmer -

refuse
to

In Great Brit

in and Ireland there is
an excess of §75.0

)} femnles,

An Interesting
Wednesday over
near Vancouv

and an Oregon horse, nnme no
The stakes are §500 a slde.
Lm\dnn—;\ dvices from Berlln stats
the utmost onergy i belng mani-
In preparations for war, which
{are belng hurried forward.

'

Twenty-Five Years Ago.
From Thes Oregonian of August 14, 1802,
London—The new Cablnet and the
other new itments vet to be mada

npp

are the sole tople dlscussion. Con-
| trary to the view prezsed by some
| newspapers, Mr. G 5 a will be
| Premier in all tho 1 nama implles.

He will o« ! 1 of the Cab-
Inet at home r evVeary
member of the Cab n thor-
ough accord with hll ch

W u::-'h.‘n;:'ro"_—]'i ng rushed

At ench of the [ mpalgn
h&I-reqlhar' era In
nd have lald

envelopd

tariff 1

sending out

Sal at the stats
pris-.m ro thelr way
out nnd s not discov-
erad untll morning., In the two adioin-
Ing cells dummles ware found.

The eixth an of the
North “nr'::‘!r- Turr I tue gan-
eral assoclation of tur .\'ur- ins In this
section is called, met in Portland ves-

terday,

Rev. Alfred Kummer's term as pastor
of the Taylor-st: 1wdist Eplsco-
pal Church expires S ember 4, and he
will deliver his fare 1 sermon on that
datle,

The Independent pllots ara working
quietly to gain a foothold In the river
service ond are conhfident that they
wlll =oon be at ¢ the TInion
Paclile to rec thelir righta to
pllot ships up anc the river.
TEACHING GERMAN IN SCHOOLS

Writer Protests Against Exclusion of
Language of Rescarch and Criticlam.

Ei.'-;L‘Nl“ Or., Aung. 10.—(To the Ed-
Itor.)—The Oregonian states that t
s'_-};.n:s of Astorin are golng to excl

of the German langunge.
se of tha -|l-,4-1,._|!7 War.

reintlon betwean the

To exc
Zgauge 1is
of

two,
& the teaching of that lan-

lud
Insult fo

are of
language

sevoral mlillions
our best ecitizoen-
is shelir mothaer

an
who
That

thosa

tong
Such an exclualon is an outrage upon
knowledga. German s the kingly lan-

piage of ressarch and of criticism. No
other language comparss with It in
those fundamenta! branches of knowl-
edge

Garn of Lauther,

Gutenbarg Beathoven,
Froebel, and a& host of other glorious

namea,
It would be equally consistent In
Fprinciple to exclude German musle; to
sing no I “Holy Nigh:, Sllent
! tld be equally consiatent
ignore the Inestimable

selence!
for the exc
.'ln‘lll are Iin
ours,
BROOKT,

l 1CH. \3".1)

FOREIGN

LABORERS JOIN

Nearly Every Bulgarian and Austrian
Hinn Card, Is Charge.

L W. W.

PORTLAND, Aug. 13.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—Can you tell me why [t ia that
the cheapest cliss of laborers, such as

Ausirians,

Lthey

are refusing
have
per

cnn
5

In®s of labore never

in labor organlzation.
work for $1 and $L.75
never glve up a po-

nished the job or got

have llved In Portland seven years,
and most of my time has been spent
with the laborin clnss I nevéer aaw
one of the above-mentioned men tako
any part in the L W. W. N .. 1 don't
belleve thera are o half domen in town
without the green I. W. W. card, and

th ¢y are the bigpgest trouble makers in
town,

M R M

A Laborer.
WHY GIVE EXEMPTION HEASONST

Mr. Cline Says Ever® Man Drawn Should
Be Held 1o His Durty.

PORTLAND, Aug. 13.—(To the BAl-

tor.)—Nothing iy now plalner than the
blunder of listing reusons for exempt-
ing men drafted for service under the
conscription act. Not one word should
have been =ald about examption.
" War is 8 gruesome business, It can-
not he made a convenience. and every
man draw n should be held, leaving It
to £ boards to discover
;ﬂ.:'slhnl les alone for excusing
men, ratd than thea Government put-
ting into air mot .thq trumped-up ax-
cuses for evading mi much
of it the sheerest po "l:l). dalay 'ng with
endless vexations the organizing of an
efMiclent force, the neeéd of which Is ex-
treme. The pre it farce of making
excusea should cease and the country
given an army. C. E. CLINE.

Chevaller Kntsch Ready.

TANGENT, Or., Aug. 1l.—(Dear Mrp,
Redacteur.)—I've seen in your paper the
cill for interproders. 1 would be ready
to mecept a shop, We have to lsarn
French end German In our school in
Alsace, read and write both of theses
Iangunges.

I will not eall mea a professaor of the
7. 5. langunge, but as you ses, I can
mako ma undarstand and tranalate this
in both wars Eeslde T know the coun-
try where they are fighting, and was
17 vears gradunted goldler, French “cav-
alier” and interpreder before 1 eme A
citlzen from 1888, I would not appliy
if I would not be prepared for.

JIEAN KUTSCH.

Remarringe After Divorce.
VANCOUVER, Wash, Aug. 12.—(To
the Editor.)—Can oneo, & resident of
Washington, legally marry within six
months after soccuring a divorca? I
sp, cin he or ehe bs marriad in any
state, or only in Washington., tha stata
where tha divorce wns secured?
ELLEN HANSEN.
The only one a divorced person may
marry within gix months In Washing-
ton is the one from whom such person
was divorced.




