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ARMED SHIP STATUS
ASKED OF NEUTRALS

America Bases Query
on Event of War.

SCANDINAVIA IS SORELY PUT

Admission Would Roil Kaiser;
Refusal Means Hunger.

ARGENTINA FAVORS BERLIN

Food Embargo Established Against
Allles’ Wishes—Germany's Peace
Speech Expected to Be Almed
to Divide Americans,

—

" BY JOHN CALLAN O'LAUGHLIN,

WASHINGTON, March 28.—(B8peclal.)
—"In the event of hostilitles between
the United States and Germany, what
will be the attitude of the Government
to which you are accredited respecting
the aedmission of armed merchantmen
to its ports?”

This question, cabled by Secretary of
State Lansing to the diplomatic reprs-
sentatives of the United States In all
neutral capitals shows more clearly
the President’s expectation of war than
any step, even military, which the Gov-
ernment has taken.

Question Is Important.

It Is a question of most serious Im-
portance to those neutrals which border
upon the German empire or lle in closs
proximity to it. It can ariss only when
war actually Is In progress, for no neu-
tral would or could forbid admission to
armed ships of another neutral, which
is the present status of the United
Etates,

If the Secandinavian countriles an-
nounce that American armed ships will
be recelved and allowed to clear in
time of war, they will bring down upon
themselves the armed might of Ger-
many. If they dany the privilega of
admission tp the vessels, thay wlill cur-
tall the importation of foodstuffs and
thereby bring themsalves mnearer to
starvation.

Retaliniflon Is Poanible.

Moreaover, with the Unitad States at
war, thsir attitude might force this
Govarnmeant to rstallatory measures,
such as refusal to permit Scandinavian
or Dutch ships to load at American
ports.

Argentina has Indirectly answered
the American inquiry by Imposing an
embargo on all foodstuffs, Her action
in this respect has given rise to a great
deal of comment. The allied diplomats
particularly are voicing the suspicion
that German {nfluences were responsi-
ble for the direct action of the govern-
ment at Buenos Alres,

It is known, for example, that Just
before the break of relations between
the Unlited States and Germany a tre-
mendous amount of money was trans-
ferred from thiz country to Argentina,
$12,000,000 belng withdrawn from one
New York bank.

Allles Are to Protest.

The nllies will protest
againast Argentina’'s action on the
ground that it ia In the Iinterest of
Germany, and they will follow up this
protest by refusing to permit their
ships to touch at Argentina's porta.

This meana that the South American
ecountry will be unable to securs the
imports which her Industries must
bave. It is predicted that socon there
will develop In Argentina the same un-
fortunate condlition that exlsted in the
United States rfellowing the embargoes
which Preslident Madison proclaimed
100 years ago.

The State Department confirmed at
a =ignificant moment the fact that the
inqulry regarding the status of armed
merchantmen had been made to all neu-
trals,

Two Reasons Are Possible.

Probably {t was moved to do so first
to dispose of reports that the Presi-
dent is _still groping in the dark re-
spacting the policy he proposes to pur-
sue, and secondly because of the ex-
pectation that tomorrow Chancellar von
Bethmann-Hollweg will dellver a strik-
fng speech, In which he will make new
proposals for peace.

As The Oregonian has explained, it
i{s belleved if the Chancellor carries
out the programme atributed to him,
he will addreas himself particularly to
dividing counsel i the American Con-
gress and thus embarrassing Fresldent
Wilson in securing thes adoption of his
recommendations and also to the situ-
ation In Russia with a view of in-
ducing the new Russian government or
people to consider the establishment

peace without delay.
ozns_mnny. it is to ths iInterest of
Germany to make peace at the present
time, but sbove all to separats Russia
from Great Britaln, France and Italy
and to keep the United States neutral
until after the war at least.

The Chancellor has the advantage of
sdvice of Count von Bernstorff, the
dismissed German Ambassador to the
United BStates, to gulde him In the

strongly

| chant wvessels of less than 1800 tons

2314 SHIPS REACH
- BRITAIN IN WEEK

'3‘84 VESSELS LEAVE PORTS IN
BAME PERIOD.

Craft of Less Than 100 Tons, Fish-
ing and Local Boats Are Not
Included in Idst.

LONDON, March 28.—During the
week ending March 25 2314 ships of
more than 100 tons net arrived at
ports in the United Kingdom, accord-
ing to an official statement. During
the same period 2433 vessels of more
then 100 tons net salled from ports
in the United Kingdom.

These figurea ars exclusive of fish-
ing veasels and local shipping.
Elghteen British merchant vesasels of
mores than 1600 tons gross, including
twe during the previous fortnight, and
the hospital ship Asturias were sunk
by mines or submarines. Seven mer-

also were sunk,
Thirteen British merchant vessels,
including three during the previous

fortnight, were unsuccessfully at-
tacked by submarines.
Ten British fishing vessals, includ-

ing nins salling vessels, wers sunk
during the same period.

SHORT RECRUIT STRETCHED

Missouri Boy Is Rolled and Inch Is
Added to Stature in Hour.

KANSAS CITY, March 28.—Karl L
Wheelsr, who eapplled for enlistment
‘with the Third Missour!l Infantry today,
was found to be one inch short of the
raquired filve feet, four inches regula-
tion. To remedy the defect a half dozen
Guardamen massagsd and rolled the ap-
plicant for an hour, when he was agaln
brought before the examining physician
and was accepted

Whealer's stature was said to have
been decreased as & result of carrying
sacks of cement,

“YAMHILL” KEEPS NAME

City Council XKills Proposed Ordl-
nance to Change Strect to Market.

Yamhill street is to retain its name.
The City Councll yesterday killed an
ordinance proposed by Commissioner
Bigelow to change the name of the
street to Market street.

The actlon was taken as s result of
a flood of protests from plonesars and
others sgainst the name change. Fro-
tests with hundreds of signatures were
recalved, :

il

ONE OF TWELVE BELLICOSE

Senator Kirby Says Country Will
Have 1,500,000 Soon Under Arms.

TEXARKANA, Ark., March 28 —Ex-
pressing the belief that the mnext =six
months will find 1.500,000 men under
arms- in this country, Unlited States
Senator Kirby left today for Wash-
ington.

He was ons of the Senators who
voted against the armed neutrality
bilL

GOLD IMPORTS $10,000,000

Total for Year Is Swelled by New
Shipment to $240,700,000.

NEW YORK, March 28—Four mil-
lion dollars {n ,gold, Imported from
Canada for account of J. P. Morgan
& Co., was deposited at the assay of-
fice here today, and another §6,000,000
from the same source was forwarded
to the Philadelphia mint.

This bringa the tota] of Importa to
date this year to $240,700,000. .

MEDIATION REPORT DENIED

Swiss Forelgn Office Says No Olffer
Was Made by Switzerland.

PARIS, March 28 —Regarding the
recent report of an effort by Switzer-
land at mediation between the United
States and Germany, the Journal de
Geneve, according to a Havas dispatch
from Geneva, has adv!-ss from Berne
that the Swiss Foreign Office denies
absolutely any mediation offer Dby
Switzerland.

RELIEF STEAMER IS SAFE

Commission’'s Vessel Passes Through
Blockade Unmolested.

NEW YORK, March 28.-—~The Com-
mission for Relief in Belgium an-
nounced today receipt of a cablegram
saying that another rellef steamer had
arrived In Rotterdam.

It passed through the German block-
ads unmolested,

WILL TO FIGHT REQUIRED

First Papers to Be Refused Appli-
cants Who Won't Defend Flag.

8T. LOUIS, March 28.—Instructions
that first citizenship papers bos Te-
fused to applicants who say they are
unwilling to fight for the United
States were recelved from Washington
at the naturalization office here today.

$40,000 JEWELS STOLEN

BRITISH PREMIER
FAVORS SUFFRAGE

Asquith, Too, Supports
Votes for Women.

COMMONS INDORSES REFORMS

Lloyd George Says Women’s
Work in War Earns Right.

MAJORITY OF 279 APPEARS

Former Premier Says Abandon-
ment of Militant Tactics Makes
Possible Granting of
Franchiss to All.

LONDON, March 28 —After an Inter-
esting debate today, the Houae of Com-
mons, by & majority of 279, expressed
approval of lagisiation on the lines of
the Speaker's conferance recommenda-
tions for franchise reforms. The small
minority against such a meaAsurs rep-
resented not the actual opponents of
reform, but rather members who were
desirous of postponing leglslation of
such & contentlous character until
after the war.

The great featurs of the debates was
the frank acceptance by eox-Pramier
Asquith and Andrew Bonar Law, Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, of women's
right to vote as & result of their war
sacrifices and services, and FPremler
Lloyd George's wholehearted accept-
ance of the conference recommenda-
tions, except proportional representa-
tion.

Emall Party Still Opposes.

He was even willlng to go still fur-
ther and make the qualifying perliod
three Iinstead of six months,
A small party in ths Commons ex-
pressed thelr continued firm opposition
to women's suffrage, but thelr num-
bers were ftoo asmall to carry great
weolght. The XNationalista aunounced
that they would support Mr. Asguith's
motien.
As a result of the debats, the govern-
ment, as Bonar Law cnnounced, will
procesd with legisiation to give effect
to the recommendations of the confer-
ence. The bill will embody all of the
recommendations eXcept proportional
representation and women's suffrage.
Suffrage Question Unsettled.
These will be omlitted, first, becaunse
ths government ls still undecided on
the question, and, second, because it is
held that Parllament muat, first of all,
express ascceptance of the principle of
womsn's suffrage.
The present idea is to make the bill
as little contentioua as posaldble, so that
the second reading may be easily se-
cured; then, in committee, thess two
excepted questiona maey be railsed as
amendments to the blll, thus giving the
(Concluded on Pags 4, Column 8.)

PORTLAND AT HEAD
OF GUARD DISTRICT

mnthmm.lmm
LOCATED HERE.

Colonel John L. Hayden to Be in
Charge of Federal Militin of Ore-
gon, Washington, Montana, Idaho.

BAN ¥FRANCISCO, March 28 —_For
convenience in administration and in-
spection of the Natlonal Guard In
Pacific states called Into ths Federal
service the Western Department of the
Army has been divided into three dis-
tricts with heaaquarters, respectively,
at Portland, Or., San Franclsco and Los
Angeles. Detsalls of the plan ware an-
nounced today in a gencral order, ls-
sued from Army headquarters here.

The general order stated the purposes
of mobilizing the Natlonal Guard as be-
Ing to secure “‘a mora perfect protec-
tion agalinst possible interference with
postal, commerelal and military chan-
nels and instrumentalities of the United
States and to {nsurs tha falthful execu-
tion of the laws of the Unlon in this
regard.”

District No. 1 will embrace the states
of Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Mon-
tana. Headquarters will be at Portland,
Or., and the district will bs in com-
mand of Colonel John L. Hayden, now
In command of the Coast defenses of
Puget Bound with headquarters at Fort
Worden, Wash.

District No. 2 will include ths State
of Utah and such portions of California
and Nevada as lls north of the 37th de-
gree of morth Iatitude. Headquarters
will be at San Francisco, and Colonel
Richmond P. Tavis w be in command.

District No. 3 will inciude California
and Nevada south of 87th. Headquar-
ters will be at Los Angeles and the
district will be commanded by Colonel
Wilbur E. Wilder, of the IFifth Cavalry.

The general order glves district com-
mandars authority to select necessary
assistants either from officers mow un-
der thelr command or from the Na-
tional Guard. District commandera, the
general order declared, would have the
same genera]l relation toward thelr
command and toward higher suthority
s does s brigade commander, ““with
such ebvious modifications as the spe-
cial nature of their commands make
necessary.”

Colonel Hayden was born in TIlllnols
November 2, 1866, and graduated from
Went Point June 16, 1884, being ap-
polnted to the academy from Washing-
ton. In 1288 he became Becond Lileu-
tenant. The year 1554 found him a First
Lisutepant and In February, 1901, he
was made Captaln of the Artillery
Corps. In 1807 ho wasa named & Major
and slx years ago was made Llieuten-
ant-Colonel of the Coast Artlllery

Corps.

HELENA HAS GOLD RUSH

Piloneer Prospector Sets Up 50-Year-
Old Washer In Streets.

HELENA, Mont.,, March 28.—Helena
witnessed a gold stampeds today.
Broadway, from {ts Intersectlon with
Main street up the hill, was lined with
men and boys hunting nuggets in the
gutter sand. A ploneer prospector set
up a 50-ysar-old gold washer and was
rewarded with pay dirt at once.-

Youngsters found a number of nug-
gets, the day’s yleld being estimated at

between $100 and $200.

DREGON MEN 60 T0
VANGOUVER FRIDAY

Regiment Gains 100
Recruits in Day.

BAND WANTS THREE MUSICIANS

Big Shipment of Supplies En
Route to Portland.

885 MEN ARE NEEDED

Patriotic Citizens Can Help Fill Ros-
ters by Paying Transportation
for Guardsmen Away From
State and Without Funds.

—_—
-

Orders to mobllize the Third Oregon
Infantry at Vancouver Barracks next
Friday were received last night in a
message from Major-General J. Frank-
lin Bell, commanding ths Western De-
partment, Unlted States Army, at San
Francisco.

All of the Portland companiea wiil
leave the Armory at 12:30 P. M, Friday
and will go to Vancouver on a special
train over tha Spokane, Portland & Se-
attle Rallway. The Valley companies
will come to Portland on a special train
leaving Corvallis at 8 A. M, Friday, and
will proceed immedlately to Vancouver.

Equlpment for the troops will be
transported on baggEaEes and frelght
cars attached to the two gpecial trains.

Colonel John I. May announced last
night that the Portiand companies of
the Third Infantry had signed up 106
recrults yesterday.

Enlistmenis Are Continued.

Recrults continued to appear in num-
bers at the Armery yesterday to fill
the ranks of the Third Oregon Infantry,
which still needs 885 men to bring it
up to full war strength.

Up to last night s totzl! of 80 men
hed appeared before Major M. B. Mar-
callus, chief medical officer, and his
staff of assistants for the rigid Army
physical examination.

Approximately 76 per cent of the man
examined during the day were accepted.
This was & lower percentage than has
prevailed herelofore, there having been
only 10 per cent of rejections pre-
viously.

Oregon Men of Good Physigue.

However, It {s much higher than the
percentage of acceptances In Eastern
states. Colonel John L. May, of the
Third Infantry, polnted to a dispatch
yesterday from Chicago saying that
50 per cent of the men appiying there
had to be rejected for physical de-
facta

“Out hers in Oregon,” commented the
Colonel, “wa don't feel satisfied un-
less we accept that large a proportion.
Cur Oregon men are as fin: physical
types as you wlll find anywhere In
tha worid, They make fine soldlers.”™

80 far as could be learned yester-

(Concluded on Page 11, Column. 1.)
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BATTALION AWAITS
DEATH WITH SONG

SOLDIERS CALM AFTER TRANS-
PORT HITS MINE.

Britisher Crippled When Off South
Africa, but Finally Is
Saved From Sinking.

LONDON, March 28.—The British
transport Tyndareus, with = battalion
of the Milddlesex Regiment aboard,
struck a mine Feabruary 8 off Capa
Agulhas, the southernmost point of
Africa. The men ware paraded on
deck, and, after rolleall, began to sing
while they walted for the ship to sink.
The Tyndareus, however, was saved
and the troops were transferred to
two resculng steamers, having upheld,
a8 expressed In the officianl Admiralty
report, “the cherished tradition of the
Birkenhead.”

The Admiralty lssued the following
statement on the incldent tonight:
“The Admiralty transport Tyndareus,
with a battalion of the Middlesex Regi-
ments.aboard, struck a mine at 8 In
the evening of February 8 off Cape
Agulhas, N strong southwestarly gale
was blowing, and immediately after
the explosion the ship began to settls
by the head, with propellers out of
the water.

“Assembly was sounded and the men
donned 1ife belts and paraded In per-
fect order. Roll was called and upon
the order, ‘Stand easy,” the whols bat-
talion began to sing.

“Two steamers, dispatched to the
rescue, sarrived on the scene within
half an hour, During thls trying time,
although faced by the probability of
imminent death, the troops malntained
steadfast courage and discipline. Never
was the tradition of the British army
mors worthlly upheld than on this
occasion.

“Thanks to the devotion and perse-
verancs of the captain and the offi-
cers, the ship was saved. The troops
were transferred to the two steamers
and taken to Simonstown, where the
Tyndaréus subsegquently returned un-
der her own steam, with two holds
flooded and another leaking.

“The King has gracliously expressed
his deep admirstion for the conduct
of all racks in upholding the cherlshed
tradition of the Birkenhead™

= e e e e

MAJOR ABRAMS PROMOTED

Colonel May Names Salem Officer to
Be Lieutenant-Colonel.

SALEM, Or., March 25.—(Special)—
Major Carl Abrams tonight recelved
notification from Colonel May, of the
Third Orsgon, of his promotion to be
Lieutenant-Colonel of that regiment.
He will be succeoded as Major by Cap-
tain Daughtery, of Portland.

As Major he was commander of the
battallon consisting of the Companles
at Dallas, Woodburn, Corvallls and Sa«
lem.

Lisutenant-Colonel Abrams i{s chalr-
man of the State Industrial Accident
Commission.

INDEX OF TODAY’S NEWS

Ths Weather.
TESTERDAY'S—Maximum temperature, I8
degrees. minimum, 42 degreon
TODAY'S — Rain; moderata southwesterly
winds

American-German Situation.
America asks neutrals how they will regard
armed ships In event of war. Page 1.
Washington withholds no information from
public concerning intersational orisis.
Page 4.

United States calls additional milltla to
Bo Pago 4.

4 War,

British confiscate Dutch steamships Page &
British gain additional territory. but Freoch
meot setback on west front. Page 8.
Captured German trenches present ghastly

sapect. Page 6 T

More than 2300 ships arrive in Britiah ports
in weeak. Page 1.

Foraign,
Premlisr Lloyd George and ex-Premier
Asquith advocate woman suffrage. Page 1.
Naticnal,

representatives to Congress want
fight made for contrel of House., Page 5.
Federa! reserve banks on 24 hours’ notlce
lend $50,000,000 to Government. Page b
Labor leanders and Government officials con-
fer on mobllization of workman. Page 2.
House to rush through appropriation meas-
ures znd then to take up organizstion
fights. Page 2.
Portland Chamber of C ce
by Becretary of Commaerce Department.

Fage 2.

Ehipping Board contemplates bullding 1000
Page 8.

headquarteras for

wooden vesscls
Portiand is sclected aas

Netlona! Guard of Oregon, ldaho, Waah-
ington mad Montana Pags 1.

Bport.
MeCredie pleassd with work of Bremton and
Penner. Page 14

MeCredies wonder what has becomes of Bos-
ton. FPage 10
Billy George will box Al Sommers. Page 1IT.

Paciflc Northwest.

Military need to hurry work oa highway to
Vancouver. Page 8

Thomas Ca h, Bro rancher, be-
1 murdered. Page 7.

Sumpter expels school children for refusing
::t:nluu fiag. Fage 8.

Philomath High School dropped from
State Deasbate Le Page &

0. A. C, scene of military preparedness ac-
tivity, Page 1L

Mayor Gill sdmita he is “hard up,” creditors
setting all of kis paychecka, Page T.

Commercial and Marine.
Rerewed Eastern buying of
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 TONGS BY M

Peace in 48 Hours or
Wholesale Arrests.

NOR

v

OTHER CITIES JOIN IN MOVE

Agreement Must Be Signed by
8 A. M. Saturday.

PROOF TO BE DEMANDED

Astoria and The Dalles to Follow
Portland—All Chinese Will Be i
Required to Prove Right to Rt

Be in United States. f o
M g

Determined to stamp out ths Chinesd
tong war raging in Portland, Mayor 3>
Albes, acting In conjunction with Mayor -
Anderson, of Ths Dalles, and Acting
Mayor Curtls, of Astorla, Issued dn
ultimatum yesterday to the effect that
it leaders of the tongs do not show
positive proof within 48 hours from #
o'clock this morning that they have
signed a peace pact. every Chinamsan
in this territory will be arrested and
held in jJail until able to prove his
right to be In the United States.

The ultimatum was issued locally by
Mayor Albee after a conference with
the polics, at which the officers pro-
nounced the present tong war the
worst the city has had, It was learned
that one tong has headquarters in As-
toria, another in The Dalles, and two
others in Portiend, and Mayvor Albee
Eot in touch with the Mavors of thosa
citles and got assurance of ald In the
move agalnst the long war,

“Go to the Limit," Mayor Saya.

“We intend to go through to ths

Hmit)” sald Mayor Albee last night.

“The leaders of the 1ongs havae until

§ o'clock Saturday morojax to give

us positive proef of ths signing of n

peaces pactl or the police will start

a systemallc crusads to round up

every Chipaman, not only in Foritland;s =« o0
but in this entire territory.

“They will be taken to the clty and -
county jails and held until every one
of them is able to prove conclualvely
his right to be In thls country. The"
tong shooting that has been golng on
for some time past has to be stamped
out and I believe this is the way to
g0 about it. Thers seams to bs no
other way."”

—a
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Frisoner Former Suspect.

To Deputy District Attorney Ryan
belonga the right to say “I told you
50," for Wong Wing Tung, accussd of
the murder of Joseph Gue, wealthy
Bing Kung-Bow Leong, on Tuesday
night, {5 one of the seven suspected
gunmen arrested in February, placed

under bonds to keep the peace, and
released in the Circult Court on
March 6.

On the Munlelpal Court dockst of
February 17, when the =even suspect-
ed gunmen were glven a hearing, the
name of the young Chinese appeara
as “Wong Wen Teoung,” and is identical
with the later rendering in pronuncia-
tion. Various of the Municipal Court
attnches and the police readily identl-.
fled the prisoner as the same person.

He was approhended at Salem, to-
gether with six other Chinese, on Feb-
ruary 16, while en route to this city,
from San Franclsco, and the bevy of
suspects weres accompanied to this city
by Deputy District Attorneys Ryan
and Delch, who asserted that they
were imported highbinders of the Hop
Sing tong. Deputy Ryan fought their
release, and $300 pesce bonds Were re-
quired of each, though the defznse
contended that all seven were innocent
cannery hands.

Sialn Man Frominent.

Joseph Gue, pre-rietor of the Olym=
pic & Eastern Oyster Company. 250
Madison street, who was slain in Tues-
day night's continuance of the tong
war, was reputed to be & man of con-
siderable wealth, and was a member of
the Chiness Chamber of Commeres.
His body was riddled by the bullets
of two tongmen, ona of whom, it is
dedlared, {s Wong Wing Tuns.

Feace rumors died as abruptly as
the victim, snd Chinatown Yyesterday
was more silent and deserted than at
any time since the cutbreak of the tong
war several weeks ago. Leong Jew
Hing, secrotary of the local Chiness
Peace Association, declared yesterday
that any discussion of peace would
prove futile at the present Uime.

THE DALLES. Or., March 35.—(Spe-
efal)—Joining in with Portland, Hood
River and Astoria In thelr effort to
down the Chiness tong war, Mayor J. B. - .y
Anderson has served notices upon all §
jocal Chinese in The Dalles that the
tong troubles must be settled. Mayor =
n“tham.ﬂhommut i




