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~ GENERAL RAILROAD

STRIKE IMMINENT

Rumors of New Plans
. Rife in Washington.

LEADERS HOLD CONFERENGE

Brotherhoods Are Said to Be
: Weary of Awaiting Decision.

ALL MACHINERY IS READY

Government Watching Developments
. Closely and Presldent Wilson
Is Expected to Make Move

for Settlement.

WAESHINGTON, March 12—Talk of a

Yalroad strike was genern]l among local

= labor unlon officlals from the South-

. anst gatherad hers today, but National

< officers of the four big brotherhoods

’ declined to conflrm or deny that defl-

t nite strike plans actually under
consideration,

_ i The local leaders came for a confers

ence tomorrow preliminary to the meet-

ing brotherhood and

Ticinls to be held

were

of rallway of-

In New York Thurs-

day. Sectlonal conferences will be heid
in other cltles, and the brotherhood
heads insist that ther cannot forecast

thelr course until the locals from all
yparts of the country have reached the
result of thelr deliberations,

Speedy Wnalkout Indieated,

There were distinet indleations, how-
ever, that there might ba mors truth
In strikea reports than appeared on
the surface. An Impression prevalent
! emong some of tha local offlcinls was

thnt a genaral walkout probably would

follow nuickly If the rosmds refused to

acceds to the unlon demands at Thurs-

day's conference. Saturday was tha

tlay most persistently mentloned as
~ Jikaly to see n cllmax of the long con- |
troversy between the roads and their
meén,

To &ll queations the brotherhood
houds replied thet there was nothing
s to be suid as yet; that sentiment among
the men the country over would have
to be sounded out befora a general
s Eirike could be ordered; and that many

= Jocals stHl wers to be heard from.
» 3 Nelther from them nor from any other
a\ authoritative source could be galned
any confirmation of the =stories that
definite strike plans had been made.

Strike Mnachinery Rendyr,
. Tt was polintad out that little time
siould be requirad to put a strike order
into operation if a declzslon were
reached to take that course, All the
machinery used to prepares for the big
strike, narrowly avertad last Fall,
could be put into service quickly now
it the need came.
S The present controversy, like that of
; which it 'is the outgrowth, though, re-
volved around the eight-hour day and
more Lthan one of the local leaders hers
tonight declared the brotherheods had
walted too long nlready, while the Su-
preme Court dellberated on the constl-
r \ tutionality of the shorter basic day.
s They argued that {f the roads descline
1 at Thursday's . conference to put an
1 eight-hour day finto effect forthwith,
the unions would have full justificx-
= tlon for a strike.

. b

"

Government Heeping Wnanteh,

The union men were unanimous In
declaring that in case of a strike care
would be exercised to smbarrass the
Govarnment ag little as posuible in the
international crisis, The Government
i= watchirg developments closely, how-
ever, and probably would Itself take
a2 hand should a deadlock seem assured.
Jf a strike appears to be actually
threatened President Wilson would
make some move for a setilement. Men
from the Southwestern roads will measat
in St. Louls tomorrow, those from East-
ern roads in New York Wednesday, and
those from Western Jines in St Paul
o, also Wednesday.

w s W. G. Lee, head of the Tralnmen's
* Brotherhood, sald tonight that the men
'A;_ had made no important changes In
. ” their demands presented to the rall-
Lo roads last Fall .
s
= MEN ARE ORDERED TO REPORT
;: General Strike Orders to Be Glven
-
b, Out Thursday.
) ALLIANCE, ©., March 13. — Three
s hundred engineers, firemen, conductors
M = and trainmen on the Alliance division
:_}_ ~ of the New York Central Hailroad were
~a'd today ordered to report here “after
. .“ i) noon Thursday™ for orders concerning
. the sirlke situntion.
T It Is léarned from an suthoritative
ey o soures that tha orders will be to guit

work Saturday night at € o'clock um-
less the conference in New York be-
tween the brotherhood officers and the
rallroads succeeds or unless the Su-
prame Court upholds ths Adamson
¢igh-hour law. Passenger trains are
to run flve days after Saturday, but In
no case ars Government troops or mus
nition tralps to be delayed, it is sald.

Shackleton to Fight.

TONDON, March 13. — Sir Ernest
Ehackleton, the explorer, who now |is
at Bydney, Australia, says he is going
{nto actlve war service, according to a
Reuter dizpatch from that place. He
declaras that this Is the only course
for sny.man who Is free and able to

Sigbt

245 CONVICTS EARN
$12,757 IN MONTH

PAROLED MEN AVERAGE $52.07
EACH DURING FEBRUARY.

Report to Governor Shows That
Since May, 1911, Out of 846 Men
FParoled, 167 Are Vioiators.

SALEM, Or., March 12.—(Speclal)—
Convicts on parole from tha State Penl-
tentiary during February earned an
average of $52.07 each at thelr respec-
tive employments, according to the re-
port of Parcle Officer Keller to Gov-
ernor Withycombe. The report prob-
ably {s the best showing ¥yet made b¥
the convicts since the law went Iinto
effect. The total amount of earnings
for 245 men for the month was $12,-
T57.08.

The report also shows a decrease In
the nmumber of parcle violations, Since
May 26, 1911, when the law went into
=ffect, the percentage of violations was
.3229, while between May 26, 3811, and
March 1, 1815, the percentage was 3811
But between March 1, 1815, and March
1, 1816, the percentage had dropped to
2690, the lowest of any period since
the law was passed.

Out of 848 men paroled since the law
went into effect there have been 187
violations,

During the last month only two men
out on parole were out of employment,
and 121 men were released from report-
Ing.

FOREIGN RULERS BARRED

Duchies of Coburg and Gothn Pass

Rule on Successlon.

AMSTERDAM. March 12—The Ber-
lin Lokal Anzleger says that & govern-
ment bill was adopted at & Joint ﬁll.-_]
ting of the dlets of the Duchies of
Coburg and Gotha excluding from the
succeesion to the ducal throne mems-
bera of forelgn princely housea who
now or in the future war against Ger-
many. The bill Is understood to be
aimed at the ¥English relatives of the
present Duke.
The present ruler of BSaxe-Cobhurg
Gotha, Prince Leopold, s a grandson
of Queen Victorie, of England, and has
the British title of Duke of Albany. He
Is the father of four &masall children,
two of whom are boys, so that the di-
rect line to the throne is not at preas-
ent In guestion.

COLONEL WALLACE COMING

Army Quartermaster Will Handle
Supply Puarchases Here.

—
OREGONIAN NEWSE BUREAU, Wash-
fngton, March 13.—In eccordancs with
ita announced purposa hereafter to
glve Portland an opportunity to bid on
Army supply contracts, the War De-
partment today ordered Colonel Ham-
ilton 8. Wallace, mnow guartermaster
at San Francisco, to Portland, to as-
sume chargoe of the Portland office of
the quartermaster corps, relieving Lisu-
tenant-Colonel Saxmuel R, Jones, re-
tired.
Colonel Jones wlill become assistant
to the quartermaster after the arrival
of Coclonel Wallace.

U-BOATS SINK 42,000 TONS

Berliln Report Says Total for March
Now Exceeds 114,000 Tons.

BERLIN, March 12.—(By wireless to
Sayville, N. Y.)—The following state-
mesnt on submarine operations was Is-

susd today by the Overseas News
Agency, the official German news bu-
reau,

“The cfficial report for March 11
says that 42,000 tons of shipping were
sunk. Together with the reports of
March 7 nnd 8 this gives a total of
more than 114,000 tons.”

IRISH MEMBERS ARE BACK

Early

Debate on Home Rule in
Parliament Assured.

LONDON, March 12.—The Irish Na-
tionalists made thelr reappearance in
the House of Commons today and as-
sured themselves of another early de-
bate on the subject of home rule for
Ireland by obtaining from the govern-
ment a promlse that the Irish esati-
mates would be introduced some day
next weel.

The estimates will provide an oc-
caslon for a debate on the whole Irlsh
administration.

CONSUL - GENERAL SUICIDE

Brazilian

Vienna

Official Stationed
Takes Own Life.

LONDON, March 12.—Carlos Jasger,
Brazilinn Consul-General in Vienna,
has committed sulcide, folloWing an
abortive attempt at s«alf-destruction by
his wife, according to an Amsterdam
dispatch to the Central News.

Benora Jaeger's act was prompted by
grief over the death of her children,
and Senor Jaeger took his life in the
belief that his wife was dead. 3

NAVY IS GROWING RAPIDLY

Total of 102,295 Men Needed, How-
ever, for Mobilization Purpobes.

WASHINGTON, March 13 —Navy re-
cruiting continues to show a great in-
creass.  For the first eight days In
March the net gain was 716 men. On
March 1 there were 59,027 sulisted men
in the Navy, and on March § 58,753,

There are still needed for mobiliza-

at

al::nlmtnx ‘regulars and reserves,

BRITAIN READY T0
oHOULDER BURDEN

Precedent Smashed to
Defeat Germany.

WAR COUNCIL IS MOMENTOUS

France and Russia Nearly Ex-
hausted, Says Lloyd George.

NEW ERA IS PROMISED

Post-War Questions to Be Consid-
cred, Such as Settlement of So’-
diers on Empire’s Land, and
Commerce and Industry.

EY PREMIER DAVID LILOYD GEORGE
A war council of the Ermupire is about
to assemble In London.
Its dellberations will extend over the
greater part of March and April. 1t
ias undersiood in England that France
and Russia have nearly reached the
summit of thelr resources and that
hereafter Great Britaln must bear the
burden.

T regard this counell as marking the
bezinning of o new epoch In the his-

tory of the Emplre. Thers will, of
course, he domestle questions which
each pare of the Empire must settle

for Itsell—questiong such ae recrulting
in the United Kingdom! or home legis-

Iation. Such domestic matters will he
our only reservation, but we propose
that everything elss shall be, s0 to

speak, on ths tabls,
War Polley te Be Declared,

The fate of the German colonles i»

one obvious question, but there are
many questions of equal moment, all
difficult problems, connected with the
making of peace, to be threshed out.
The war policy of the empire will be
clearly defined and of great Im-
portance in what I may call the prep-
aration for pence. That will Involve
not only demobilization, bhut sauch post-
war questions as the migration of sur
people to other parts of the empire,
the settiement of =oldiers on the land,
commerce aod dnduastry.
In these days We cannot henltate be-
cause we are breaking precedents, The
empire has thrown {Laslf, heart and
woul, into the war, and wa should be
falling in our duty If we did not take
every possible step to see that its lead-
ers get together from time to time.

Dominfons Will Be Conanlted.
It seems to us an Impossible and un-
democratic position to think that the
overseas natlons should “alsc and place
In the fleld armies containing an enor-
mous proportion of thelr best manhood
and not want to have & =say, a real say,
in determining the use to which they
are to be put. That is why one of the
first scts of he new government wuas
to ask Premlers of the overseas do-
minlons to come over, not to u formal
imperial conference, but to sit in the

{Conciuded on FPage 2, Column 1.)

MRS. STARCHER HAS
OWN VIEW OF STORY

HUSBAND'S PROWESS HELD IN
SMALL ESTEEM.

Mayoress Says She or Any Umatilla
Council Woman Would Have
Captured Robbers.

SACRAMENTO, Cal,, March 12.—(Bpe-
cinl.)—*“Superior strategy? Fooh! Any
woman would have done better.” Eo
declared Mrs. ¥l. E. Starcher, Mayoress
of Umatilla, who s visiting here, A
dispatch telling how her hushand was
responsible for thecapture of two safe-
blowers during her absence was shown
to her.

Not only does Mrs, Starchar hold her
husband’'s prowess In small esteem, but
there in one thing she wants to know.
“¥What was hubby doing outat 3 o'clock
in the morning?™ 1a a gquestion that
hubby will be hauled on the carpet to
explain when wifey gets home.

Mrsa. Starcher declares that she falls
to s¢o the strategy of running in the
opposite direction and calling on a
brace of officers,

“It was not a cass of strategy. Direct
action Ia what was needed,” she says.

“What would you have done under
the circumstances?' Mra, Starcher was
asked,

"Why. what any woman would have
done, of course,” she replied *“I'd have
got a gun and bad those safecrackers
marched down the street toward the
City Jail in short order. At least 1 am
cortain that any of the lady members
of my Gouncl] would kave done that”

Mrs. Starcher ia visiting with her
hushand’'s parents, Mr. and Mrs. James
L. Starcher, at 2107 L strest. She has
recelved considerable attention by the
women of California since coming here.

She was Introduced to Governor
Johnson and enjoyed a pleasant chat
with him today. The Grverner ex-
pressed a keen Interest In the Uma-
tilla woman's coup.

BLACK CAT SURVIVES GALE

Puss Found Riding Empty Keg Five
Miles Out at Sea.

REDONDO, BEACH, Cal., March 12.—
(Special.) — Carl Hansen and George
Fiteh returned from a fishing trip to-
dey, bringing with them a large black
cat they found riding an empty kezx
five miles out et sea.

The cat had weathered the Tflerce
storm of Saturday, when the wind blew
50 miles an hour, but had tenaclously
clug to the key through the gale, Un
a brass pleten attached to a leather
collar around the an!mal's neck was
the word "Utanica,” presumably the
name of & boat on which the cat was a
mascol,

WILSON STAYS IN ROOM

Cold Abating and Recovery Will Bel
Complete in Few Days.

TWASHINGTON, March 12.—President
Wilson remained In his room today be-
cause of the cold which had kept him
in his bed most of last week. It was
sald ho was steadily ifmproving and
would be mble to go out within a few
days.

The President as able to confer wlith
Secretary lmnsing and Senator Martin,
the Democratie leader In the Senats,
but it appeared probable that the uaual
Tuesday Cabinet meeting would be

cancelled.

NATION PREPARED
10 DEFEND RIGHTS

Formal Notice Given
to All Others.

CENTRAL POWERS INCLUDED

Steps Taken to Cement Latin-
American Friendship.

SHIPS” STATUS DESCRIBED

Flacing of Gun Crews From Narvy on
Merchantmen Not Belligerent Act.
Coxgtnbund Subject to Selz-
ure and Destruction.

BY JOHN CALLAN O'LAUGHLIN.

WASHINGTON, March 12.—(Specisal)
—Here are the strlking developments
in the German sltuation today:

1. Secretary Lanalng., !in s circular
note, notified all forelgn governments,
Including Germany and Austria-Hun-
gary, of the determination of the Gov-
ernment to place an “armed guard"
on all American ships for thelr pro-
tection, g
In obmervance of hi=s pollecy to
assure Latin-Amerlcan friendship In the
event of war with Germany, the Presi-
dent conflded to Senator Martin, Demo-
ceratic majority leader of the Senate,
the facts and reason behind his plea
for the ratification of the treaty with
Colombia.

Argentine Rumor Disturbing.

2. Disturbing reports reached the
State Department that Argentina had
invited all other Latin American
states to enter into an alliance for the
maintenance of thelr neutrality, the
United States being excluded from the
movement.

4. Alarmed by reports that =sallors
from German interned vessels would
rald the cily and the Navy-yard, the
Mayor of Philadelphle formally re-
quested the transfer of these men to
an inland Army post.

The status of armed merchant ships
fs thus described:

1. Arming & mer

o

nt ship for de-

fense is a right ulider internggflonal
jaw mand I8 not a belligersnt or um-
rrln‘ly act.

Aect Is Not Belllgerent.

2. The placing of gun crews from the
United States Navy on board American
merchant vessels to operate the defen-
slve hatteriea Is mot a belligerent act
and Is justified by the circumstances,

3. Amerlcan merchant vesaels carry-
ing arms for defensive purposes fur-
nished by the Unlted States Goavern-
ment and having gun crews from the
United States Navy still preserve the
character of merchant vessels and are
not auxiliary crulsers or war vessels.

4. Such Amerlean merchant veasals
maoy carry usual cargoes which are
subject, if contraband, to confiscation

or destruction, provided the ordinary
(Concluded on Puge 3. Column 1.)
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RELIEF REACHING
TORNADO VICTIMS

MILITIA RULES NEWCASTLE, IND.,
WITH FIRM HAND.

Two More Are Added to List of Dead,
Two More Are Missing, and
Score in Hospitals,

NEWCASTLE, Ind, March 12.—Food
suppllies and money began to reach
here tonight to alleviate -uffering fol-
lowing In thse wake of the tornado
which yesterday swept through the
city, causing the deaths of 19 persons
aud property damage of more than
$1,000,000,

In additlon to the 19 dead, two of
whom succumbed to injurles today,
there are two persons missing and a
score In hospitals seriously Injured. It
is not belleved there are other bodies
in the wreckage caused by the tornado.

The food problem began to taks on

8 serious aspect early In the dav.
Crackeras sold at 2 cents each and
bananas at 5 cents aplece. The gas

supply was shut off and many places
were without means of preparing food
that was at hand, and canned goods
were at a premium,

Natlional Gunrdsmen arsa ruling the
city with a strong hand,

“HEALER” SENT TO PRISON

Schlatter Predicts All His Prosecn-
tors Will Die in Two Years.

LOS ANGELES, March 12.—A sen-
tence of 18 months In ths Federal pris-
on on McNell's Island, Wash.,, wes {m-

posed today upon “King”™ Francis
Schlatter, aself-styled divine healer,
found gullty Ilast Saturday in the

United States District Court here on a
charge of using the malls to defrand.

Schlatter called down the maledie-
tlene of God upon all concerned In the
prosecution of his case and predicted
they would “die within two )'m:ra“
when asked by Judge O. A. Trippet If
he had anything to say before
tence was pronounced.

ANDRASSY SEES EMPEROR

Vienna Conslders Count to Be Com-
ing Hungarian Premier.

—

LONDON, March 12—Great Impor-
tance is attachad In Vienna to an sudil-
ence gliven by Emperor Charles to
Count Andrassy, leader of the oppo-
sition In the Hungarian Parllisment, ac-
cording to telegrams from Vienna
transmitted by the Exchange Telegraph
corporation at The liague. Count An-
drassy, the Vienna advices say, Is con-
sidered to be the coming Hungarian
Premlior, #

Count Stephen Tisza iz the
Hungarian Fremler.
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AGGOUNTANT HELPS
BILLINGSLEY TALE

$4000 for “Old Man”
Seen on Table.

DATE ALSO IS CORROBORATED - -

0. W. R. & N. Foreman Says O
Police Passed Liquor. I e

DR. MATTHEWS GETS $1000 < =

Importer Says Pund
to Help Clean Up Town and to

Ring—Threat -
Agalnst GII1 Denied. ]

Given Pastor Y s

Investigate

BEATTLE, Wash., March 12 —Arthur =5
. Hatton, hookkesper for Logan Bill- .~
ingsley in his Night and Day drugstore.
from March, 1818, untll it was wreckead, G
July 26, 1216, by the pollce, was the
principal witness today In the trial of
the so-called whisky graft cases.

Mayor Hiram C. Gill, Chief of Pollea
Beckingham, ex-Sheriff Robert T
Hodge and City Detectives Peyser,
Poolman. Doom and MelLennan, charged
with conspiracy to violate the Fedoral
liguor laws, are defendants.

Money Seen in Blliiingsley Room. E

Hattonr testified that he called on
Logan and Fred Bllllngsley at thair o
rooms in & hotel on August 30, 1916.

The brothers had apparently besn quar-
reling over money matters when he
came in.

There was somoe money on u table,
and Logan went out and got a largs
quantity of money In bills. Four plles
of $1000 each were counted out on the
table. Lognn made the four rolls into
one, placed 1t in his pocket and sald:

“I'm going down to ses the old man.*

Two hours later Logan Bllllngsley
returned with a flle aof papers wlhich
Hatton - had previously seen in  the
drug slore.

HNribe Declared Pald.

“How much dld you give them™"
Bitton swore Fred Blllingsley asked.

“The whole of It,” replied Togan, ac-
carding to Hatton, “and it was cheap

at that.'

August 30 was the day on which
Logan Billllngsley Inalste hée gave a
$4000 bribe to Mayor Gl

On crofs-examinatioin he sald Gili's
name was never mentioned, either be-
fore ot after Logan went out with the
rell of money.

Hatton sald he had
ey given to clty

never seen mon-
detectives, but frda-

quently tabs for money pald out ware
found In the drawer of the cash reg-
I=ster by the bookkeeper, he sald, and
the Blllingsleys sald the money was |,
pald out to detectives. 2

Detectives Seen Often.

Detectives Poolman and Peyser were
frequent vialtors, and sesmed on the
friendliest terms with the Blllingsleys,
Hatton sald. Cross-examination of Hat-
ton hid not been concluded when cours
adjourned tonight.

Edward Weldman, assistant frefght
shed foremnan for the Oregon-Washing-
ton Rallroad & Navigation Company,
and who was Indicted with Gl and
the other defendanta In the present
case, teslifled that he had been en-
gaged by Logan Blllingsley to notify
nim promptly by teléephone wheén any
llguor shipments came in.

Agent Warns of FPolice.

Witnesa testifled that Billingsioy
msked him not to show Detectives Fool-
man, Peyser, Doom and McLennan any-
thing unnecessarily. On ona occaslion
he warned Billingsley that the four de-

tactives were looking at some of his

liquor shipments, and Logan assured ’ »
him the detectives were ail right Ha -~ &
also testified that he had been re- '.';;

quested by Detectives Pevser, Poolmen,
Doom and MclLennen to let liquor ship-
ments from San Francisco to Logan
Billling=ley pasns.

$1000 Given Dr, Matthews, !!e Says.

The sensation of the morning ses-
sion was the statement of Billingaley
that last Summear whila he w=zs being
pursued by the pollee, he guve $1000
to Dr. Mark A. Matthews, pastor of tha
First Presbyterian Church, to be used
as part of a fund to “clean up the !
town.” This was hefore the alleged
agreement had been reachad with Gill
by which the police were to be lanient
with Billlngsley. ~

Asked If he knew how the money ha
sald he gave to Dr. Matthews had bean
expended, Blilingsley declared it had
been used to investigate soclologlicml
conditions, reports of gambling graft
in the lower end of the city. and the
whisky business. The wiiness frealy
admitted that he “had it In for Mayor
GIIl"” before August 30, the date of the
alleged bribe.

Muayror's Price Declared Highenst,

“f told Mayor Gill, before I Iald the
money on the desk, that I was giving
him more money than I had ever pald
befora for protection,” safd Billingalsy.
*He hnd previcusly impressed on me
the great value of the service he could
render me. R e

*] did not tell Gill the exact amount
I was glving him when I laid the §4000
roll of bills on the desk. He thought
1 was giving him 37500, as that amount
had nf:m namea: tal e RIEEtts tinnl
that led up to the Interview in the of-
fice of Chief Becklngh&m on Sugust
30, 1916. SRR -
“Gill told me thal It 1 o




