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AWAITING AN OVEERT ACT.

For more than two weeles the United
Btates has heen awalting that overt
act of Germany which, President Wil-
gon sald, would cnuse him 1o ask Con-
gress for authority to protect Amer-
jcan UHves and property at sea against
submarine sattack. Germany, sur-
prised by the suddenness of the rup-
ture, has occupled that time iIn ef-
forts, through the Bwisa Ministar, to
rensw negotiations for an agreement
Wwhich would permit continuance of
the campaign without war with the
United States. Meanwhile, abzence of
AggTAvAated violatlon of American
maritime rights has crented an ime-
pressjion that Germany fs practicing
oareful restraint with & view of de-
laying war as long as possible, though
not relaxing attacks on allled and
other neutrnl ships. The Presidemt
has usad this interval to get our Ame-
bassador, Consyls and other citizens
out of Germany and to make qulet
praparations for the worst

If the Presldent wers secking a pre-
text for a hostile move. ha could easily
find one. Among the persons drowned
with the British liner California were
two American children nnmed O"Don-
nell. The American schooner Lyman
I Law has been sunk, though carrv-
ing mo contraband. The seventy-two
Americnn =allors who were captured
by & German raider in ths South At-
Iantiec nd were tnken to Germany on
the Yarrowdale are still held prison-
ers in violation of law, and no more
definite answer ecnn be obtained to
peramptory demands for their releasa
than a promisa that they will ba *“re-
leased shortly.'

Bach one of these acts is literally
an “overt act” within the meaning of
the President’™s statement, but the
Prestdent still waits, It is not diffi-
euit to discern his reason, He seems
to pwalt some act so glaring in its
lawlessness and inhumanity that, if he
should tauke it as cause for warlike
wction, the people would stand as
practically & unit behind him, and
Congress, {in obedience to puhblic apin-
fon, would be nearly united. In
thus waiting, he takes account of the
psychology of the situation, whiech
largely of his own mnking. During
the last two years the American peo-.
ple have become 50 habltunted to hor-
rors and to suffering violation of ele.
mentary rights without striking bnck
that they ecan be nroused to anger
only by some act which stands out
nbove the rest. even in this hloody
epoch. The drowning of two children,
the sinking without loss aof life of an
American ship or the captivity of n
few scora Amerlean sallors provokas
but & passing word of censure. The
President hns so asslduously ropressed
nny disposition to meet force with
force that he has dampened that Na-
tional spirit which would mnormally
have flamed with indignation, as 1t did
when the Maine was blown up. Onily
somea peculiarly atrocious deed Is now
capable of kindling the flame. In
other times Congress would have acted
decisively on oceaslons where in these
times it has only debated

Hence it comes that the President
and the Kdlser are both sparring for
position, each In the hope that, when
the clash comes, he will be able to
brand the other as the aggressor. Ger-
many is really the gainer, for it wins
time to prev on allled ships without
interferencs from the American Navy.
Af regards American ships, Germany
hns almost all the profit of unre-
%tricted warfare without the risk or
the cost, for many of our #hips fenr
to venture forth from port without
that protection which tha President
withholds. If he would provide guns
for defense, they would put to sea, but
that would be construed an ag-
grossiva act such ns he wizhes to
nvoid,

But this situatlon cannot continue
Indefinitely. Great flests of merchant-
men lie in Atlantic ports, Rallroad
terminals are so congested that an em-
bargo has been declared on eastbound
fraight for export. This carries the
blockade back to the manufacturers
and grain shippers of the Middls West,
thus Incldentally bringing home to
that section its direct interest in the
merchant marine of which it has long
been oblivious. If this situation should
continue much longer, it wonld force
closing of factories and discharge of
workmen. Germany would have ac-
complished the very purpose which
s#he set out to gmin—a blockade on
American commercs, an embargo on
Ameriean exports and a paralysis of
those American industries which de-
pend on trade with the allies. The
cumulative effect of this hblockade
would be of such magnitude and
would atffect 80 many people, far into
the interior, as in itself to constituts,
in the opinion'of the pedple, an overt
fact demanding that the President
move.

It  i= Intolerabla that Germany
should ba permitted thus to profit by
the lawless methods of warfare which
the Prexident has denounced., It may
* be wisa to await the escepe of our
Consiils and other citizens from Ger-
many, but at least that Interval might
properiy be utilized in mounting guns=
on merchant ships and in recrulting
gun crews for them. Tt may be true
that the Navy can spare No gunners,
but there are suraly many men In pri-
vate life who have sarved in that ca-
pacity and who would enter the mer-
chant service., As the President him-
s=elf has recognized that we are on
the varge of war, no effort should be
spared to awaken the people to the
necessity of filiing the ranks of both
Navy and Army In readiness for the
worst eventualities which war moy
bring. More than two precious years
have been wasted through failure to
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prepara for what might from the first|the

been seen to be possible. Now

that it has becomé highly probable,
not a day should be lost in atoning for
t!}ls delay.

TOO LATE. ’

Rising to a question of personal in-
formation, The Oregonian wonld like
to know what has become of the harole
effort made by the outraged state of
Georgian to discover mnd punish the
murderers of Leo Frank, lynched in
prison by unknown essassins? It may
bs remembered that Frank was, after
several sensational trials, convicted of
the murder of a young factory girl
The evidence was wholly circumstan-
tial and many people belleved him in-
nocent. He was convicted and een-
tenced to be hanged, but the Governor
of tho state commuted the sentence to
life imprisonment. Then the atroclous
murder of Frank occurred, in the
practice and habit of lynch law.

Doubtless there was an Investign-
tion. We seem to recall that a Sheriff
or two threatened to spend his life in
search for the murderers,. A grand
jury looked Into the affair and found
nothing worth whils, If anybody was
ever apprehended, or tried, or im-
prisoned, or hanged for the brutal and
terrible * Frank execution, we have
overlooked it

But Georgia really is getting sensi-
tive on the sdbject of lynching. A
yvear ago & mob tried to shoot or burn
to death one Jim Kelth, charged with
killing a Sheriff. He was saved, but
the bloodthirsty outfit nevertheless
succeeded in gpetting hold of five ather
negroes, thought to be mplicated, and
gatisfied its blood-lust by stringing
them up.

Jim Keith wns tried and sent to
prison; but now new light has been
shed on the crime. Jim Kelith has
been retried and acquitted by o white
jury. It is too late to retry or unhang
the five Innocent negroes.

DOING FAIRLY WELL,

Aside from the radical change pro-
posed in the Portland fire-prevention
orgafization by installation of the
two-platoon systemn, It would seem
that the most interesting provision In
the Initintive bill 18 the opening sen-
tence:

Every
1s subjleot
night and

usunt
af

member of tbe fire daepariment

to doty call at all hours of the
day when there v great un-
danger of which he bhas knowledge
(by) ncotual persohal notice.

The filremen off duty half the an-
tire force—pare not to ba disturbed in
the full enjoypment of thelr ten hours
per day, or fourteen hours per night,
unless there is “‘great and unusual
danger,” of which the fireman must
be personally notified Great and un-
usual danger of what? A Mexican or
German fnvasion? Earthqunke?
Btorm? Or conflagration? And he
must be told mbout it in person. By
whom? The chief of the dopartmant,
no doubt. Or will it be some subor-

dinate officer's duty to round up the|

vacntion corps. The personally sum-
moned filreman wil] then doubtless re-
sorve to himself the right to deoter-
mine if the danger !s great and un-
usual.

The higher Tire officers are a unit
in opposing the two-platoon plan.
They say it will cost $200,000 or §300,-
000 more per year than at present.
The taxpayer ought to be interested
in what 18 going on in the fire depart-
ment.

The average Tireman's pay is §100
per month, Fairly good pay. He
gets ane day off In six, and it Is likely
that he will soon have ons In five.
It would really appear thet the pub-
Ite, which has many burdens to bear,
is doing fairly well by the fireman.

A NEW MAREET TO OFPEN.

Discussion of the new business
which Is to keep our factories busy
when the munition trade dies out with
return of pence has given too little
attention to the increased purchasing
power which will be given to farmers
when the rural eredit law Is in full
operation, Herbert Quick, & meéember
of tho Faderal Farm Loan Board, writ-
ing in the Saturday Evening Post, tells
how greatly other industries are likely
to profit by this law.

For many vyears the Government,
the states the colleges and other or-
ganlzations have been Industrionsly
educating the farmers in the benefits
of scientifiec agriculture. Many thou-
sands of farmers have become fully
allve to these benefits, and  would
gladly practice what they have learned,
but it requires capital. They have
not the capital, and they cannot bor-
row it on terms with which they can
comply. Either the Iinterest is too
high or the period for which they
can borrow is too short, and in either
case the expensa of negotiating a loan
Is heavy. The new law will give them
loans at reduced Interest, with the
minimum of expense, and will permit
them pay the prineiple in hoalf-
yearly installments which th can
easily meet. The. farmers oare alive
to the opportunity which the law of-
fars, as Is shown by the thousands of
letters received by the board and by
the many farm loan assoclations which
are belng organized In advance of the
organization of farm land banks.
When these banks are opeénad, appli-
cations for loans will pour in, and
the close of thi=s yoar promises Lo s=ce
many millions of dollars In farmers”
haonds.

All of this money must, under the
terms of the law, be used in buying
land or in Improving farms. It will
be spent In buving livestock, saed, fruit
trees, machinery, fertillzer, gas en-
gines, in bullding houses, barns, silos
and fences, in draining land and in
other ways, These Improvements will
Involve extensive purchases of many
kinds fromn American manufacturers
—principally lumber, hardware, ma-
chinery and chemicals, The law will
open to American manufacturers a
new market, in which they will not
nead to fight for Qusiness as flercely
us they will in forelgn markets, but
which has been closed by the nabllity
of the farmers to buy. The campaign
of education will prove to have pre-
pared the way for the salesman by in-
Spiring desire to buy and by teach-
ing what to buy.

Increased production resulting from
better farming made possible by open-
Ing o resorvoir of capital will make
the firmer more prosperous and will
put him in a position to buy automo-
biles, furniture and conveniences for
his house, better clothes for himself,
his wife and fanrly. It will enlist him
in the cause of good roads and good
schools, Country life will become
more attractive, his boyvs and girls will
be more inclined to stay on the farm
and thosa who have desarted It will
bé tempted to return. Cheap, capital
will make farming come back into
favor.
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The irresistible march of the auto-
mobile is fllustrated by its most re-
cent achievement in crowding the
horse-drawn stagecoach out of the
Yellowstone National Park. 1t is only
a #short timé. gince the Interior De-
partment |ssued an order admitting

nutomobile the park on any

A e

poasession, TFor a long time the stand
‘was maintained that the parks of the
West were the preserves of frontier
civilization and wild beauty, and thet
the rockaway stagecoach ought to be
kept intact for the same reason that
we now protect the buffalo and would
protect the great auk If we knew
where to find him. There was some
opposition, too, from hotalkeepers to
shortening the trips through the parks,
but all these objections have given way
before the superior claims of the more
comfortable form eof transportation.
However plicturesque the old stage-
coach may have been, it is neverthe-
less an anachronism In the same
sense as the ox-team, and even the
most devoted ploneer wonld not insist
that oxen should be restored to their
former place In the transportation
schome. L

IN THE INTEREST OF OREGON,

The polints rajsed concerning taxa-
tion of the rallroad grant by J. H.
Moore in ancother column anre covered
by the decision of the Supreme Court,
by other court decisions and by the
act of Congress.

There has bean no “forfeiture to the
general Government by reason of cer-
tain violations of agreementa by the
Southern Facific Company.” The Gov-
ernment sued for forfelture and Tor-
felture was denled by the Supreme
Court of the United Slates, In the
opinion given by the court In that
case, the correspondent's other con-
tention that the grant was & mere
change of Administration is also con-
leidered. Buch a contention had been
raised by sixty-four intervencrs and
it was specifically rejected by the
court.

The court further held that
was an “absolute grant” subject only
to the agreement that when the rail-
road did seil it would sell In certain
quantities at a certailn price. ho
Iands were tnxed for yvesrs and the
taxes were pald by the rallroad com-
pany. Concerning o grant made i
axactly similar terms, Judge Wolver-
ton has upheld the right of counties
to tax at the full walus, Congress
alko recognizsed this right when It
passad the law for revestment by pur-
chase of the grant lands. It appro-
:prln!ed a sufficilent sum to pay the
taxes that hand accumulated prior to
passage of tha act. The Attorney-
General of the [Tnited States advised
Congress that these tixes were o len
on the land.

The Bean binl

there

proposes nothing
behalf of the rallroad company.
the act of Congress be doclared
valid the taxes levied in accordn
with the Bean bill will be pay
by ‘the raflroad company 4 4
is upheld the Bean bill wili
the gquestion as to whether the
ernment by purchase of private
for other than administ
tnry needs may extinguls
tox rolls. Nothing is
rallroad’'s ense now pendin
{8 subtracted from it. T}
only asserfs a fulrdamental 1
tax land held for sile, regardless
the ldentity of the owner.
It has been repeatedly
others than this correspondent
the Bl Ia in the Interest of the
company but no one has
to eny In what way 1 is In
it opposes

in
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Gov-
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interest. On the contrary
the interest of the rallroad company,
for if the court overturnse the act of
Congress the railroad, © able to
#ell at no more than ACTO,
will be forced to soill
tlers in order to nvold
the laund at thelr true
the issues In HNtlgation

nd and Government
hns not the slightest concelvable bes
ing. The bl conslders and
interest of no one biut the hard.pressed
taxpaver of Oregon

tween raill-
the Bean I
h
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SCOUT CHARACTER

The real
Scout movement
cent explanation by Lleutens
ernl Eir Baden-Powell,
scout master, of the desire of 15 1
ers that boys shall
cipline ns o prepan
lectlve discipline that mq
of them later. In oth
still bolieved essontlal
phasls upon non-military
a sort that'make for progress
acter training, This, it
will not only make tl ’
citizen but will be all
him soldier 1f the
v 1f the Boy Scout
most of his time
training in the beginning, it is p
out, he would receive only
|(l:l!0l.lllf of “mmateur drill,'
which he would have to unl
he ware called upon to =erve
regulner Army, and more of
would recelve In concantrate
wWere to
other hand, If his early
voted themselves to
of him,” ho would take
the Army the
best soldlers are meads
therefore, to indnce ' ’
to extend thelr interest and exporience
in useful ocoupations;
Baden-Powell puts 1t, to “
dets of commerce."
fight any the wosz
will be zll the bet
never are neaded
taking.
| One of the
| have recently
Iist has

beean
ism, which
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militars

| he called the colors

trainers
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important activil
been ndded
the control
recently has attained
turbing proportions in parts of Eng-
land as o resilt of the r¢ oval of
parental discipline from many homes.
The scouts are encouraged take
personal Interest In the your
lums., Each s=cout pledg
invite one street boy to
activities of the trooep n
membear, The advan
the
ecther boy instead of an adult, whose
pndvances might arounse susplcion
future restrain, is quite apporent,
business of the scout movement
whole is then to see that the
ster has plenty to do that will sa
his demand for adventure without re-
sulting In harm to his own character
or to the pence and order of the com-
muanity. The problem of the young
hoodlum always has been vexing
aone; the Boy Scouts secmn to be in the
way of solving it

Moral courage Is no less necessary
in times of National peril than phys-
fcal cournge,- and it is more largely
a product of training. The Boy Scout
leaders saeck to develop bhoth, but they
put most emphasts on the moral ele-
ment, believing that the other Is likely
to follow as a natural result. The
movement therefore will not =tdp with
restoration of peace, but wisely di-
rected will become a highly impor-
tant factor In the days of reconstrue-
tion.

to
to
of hoollgan-
dis-

to
4
nself to
2 In the
g an honorary
ga in having

o1

hao

a
young-
isfy

ns

One wonders what the pollee were
doing during the philandeoring of the
Modjeskiz in Pittsburg. When o man
beeama too ardenmt with his wife for
Modjeskl's comfort he transferred his

- s

|

1

| recalved too much maritime Iaw from
. | Wisconsin.
| fully

| as well as for the mines and canneries
of
|

| must give them full cargoes,

| Orlenns;

| Ludendorff hold their pe

| 8O

L

| to destroy them.

a |
hood- |

| Modjeskis s marrying, being divorced

young hoollgan approached by an- |

of |

| herbs, which is part of the misfortune

'

|affections to the wifo of a Chicagoe __

thing is altogether too

lovely and all Is off. "The Modjeakis
are reuniting and the marital relation
has the aspect of a garment,

A LESEON TO0 THE INTERIOR.

Every effort to Interest the Nst:g}
in measures for the revival of
American merchant marine has failed |
through the opposition or indifference
‘of the people of the interior. Becauss
they were far from the Coast snd
never saw a ship except when they
paid a visit to the ocean resorts, they
have fondly imagined that shipping
was a special interest of the seaboard,
and that gppeals for Government ac-
tion favoMble to it wers inspired by
o selfish desire to tax them for others’
benefit.

The truth i=s now being driven home
to them. A decree Issued in far-away
Beriln has prevented many ships from
leaving Atlantic Coast ports. FPrompt-
l¥ the rallronds became blockaded
with loaded cars, there being no ships
at hand to carry away thelr contents,
Thea railroads refused to recelve more
frelght for shipment eastward, and
interior factories foumd thelr ware-
houses choked with goods which they
weére prevented from delivering. Un-
able to collect for undelivered goods,
and uncertaln whether they will be
able to dellver thelr further output,
manufacturers find thelr money locked
up and may soon have to close thelr
factories pr work short time, and in
elther cnse to reduce thelr working
force. For the same reason sales of
graln and other foodstuffs have slack-
ened and prices in Chicago markets
are depressed. Should this sitnation
continue, the purchasing power of
workmen and furmers will be dimin-
ished, and demand for all commodities
will fall off all along the line from
retaller to producer.

The people of the Interlor are laarn-
ing by demonstration that the ship is
as much a part of their transportation
system-ns-is the railroad which passes
their doors. When they have thor-
ourhly learned it, they may suppress
such back-country authorities on
maritims Iaw as Senator LaFollatte,
of Wisconsin, who proposes to declare
unlgwful . the earmins of mercBant
ships and to forbid armed ships to de-
part from American ports. The right
to nrm merchant ships Is expressly

granted by Fedaral law and by the
law of nations. The sole motive Tor
the attempt to withdraw it 1= A craven
fenr lest some ghip, by defending itself
In the exercisa of the freedom ofs the
ceas, should invelve tlie United States
in war with the nation which assumes
to dicfate on’ what conditions
ships of other nations shaill sall the
gefnn, The U'nited States hps already
After the Middle West has
learned its dependence on the
’ ft will want no more from that
quarter.

ortland
heart tha
on the need of providing shipping fa-
cilitiey, if the trade of the Port
to be developed. We have a splendid
wnterway, which gives us accesa by
big ships to nll the world.,. We have |
the opportunity to supply a large part
of the material for Alnska rallroads,

would do well to take to

i=

that
may share
vide ships

tarritary. In order that we
that trade, we must pro-
gail from this port and
We are
ships for Norway and New
why not bulld some for our-
, to t our own products to
maurket? Is Portland no nmt.ch for
Christianina in enterprise?

1o
building

T |
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The announcement that General von
Ludendorff s now boss of Germany
reminds us that thls war 18 werring
out Generals at a rapid pace. Nearly
nit of those who figured in the early
lisputehes have been pushed inte the

rkground. Von Hindenburg has

ted longer than any on the German
side, but, if defont should befall the
Teutons, he would be as ruthlessly
sent to the rear as hiks prodecessors.
iy succoss alone oc.n ‘he and Von

words of Major Hittingere¢ing

rilous pre-
Iinence. .

I.. V. Harkness and his millions had

many homes that each of half a
dozen states and countries might es-
tablish n right to tax the fortune,
That would be fit retribution for Mr.
Horkness' to make a home no-
where in apparent effort to avold pay-
ing any taxaos

CcAls

The usefulness of the Federnl Bu-
renu 0f Mines, which wns established
under President Taft, I1s proved by the
reduced death rate from mine ex-
plosions, though the output. of coal
inereased 65,000,000 tons In 19168 over
1815,

g0
i now

postoffice employes are
and that s right. No-
should eritielse the President In
ar 5. In other countries such
erities would go to iail.

body
iy

The most discouraging fact ahout the
spectacular feats of the undersea boats
that they se#t the entire lnventive
genius of the world Lo work on devices

The poorer classes of Greece are
sald to be subsisting on -grass and

of being caught between
stones of war.

The principal

the mlill-

occupation of the
and remarrying. What time can re-
main for the prosaic joys of domes-
ticity ?

Though he may have several, a man
never forgets the wife of his _vouth.[
and that maoy be the reason he ex-l
presses desire to be buried beside hc-r.]

|

With German submarines reportoed
in the Gulf, the next will be sean off
the Canal; but they cannot hop the
locks and reach here,

The toll of ships taken by German
submarines s growing so small that
every day more take courage lo sall
for the barred zone.

It all the men who glve candy to
other men's wives were called to ac-
count, many would not dare go home,

Ireland will not,suffer under the
regulation by Lloyd George of the
price of potatoes at a shilling a stone.

When an old widow wants a young
husband and can get hlm.‘tlmt‘s her
privilege.

Ten-dollar omlons will

bring tears
to the eyes of four-dollar Lo

m

| Willard

| right

By Dean Colllns

BALLADE OF THE MOVIES,

Ofttimes I wander, for a larik,

Into some lttls movie show,
Whers I ean curl up in the dark

And wateh the fljekering drama flow,

But ah, I must proclaim-my woe—
Thelr plots wers butlded ‘fore the arlk.

On second thought I think T'll go
And sees the monksys In tha park.

Upon the vampire dame I mark
Two feet of shoulder-blade or so,
And oft I fear she'll lose her sark
As lithe she vampires to and fro;
There's very little”ieft, you know,
While I sit blushing In the dark
Where art thou, Modesty? I'll go
And see the monkeys in the parl

The underworld, they strip it stark
For “moral lessona,” high or low;
Or ham comedians yawp and yark
And beat thelr shing with lusty blow;
The souse, the thug, the gunman glow
Each as a terpsichorean sharlc
O tempors, 1 guess I'll go
And spes the monkeys In the park.
L'ENVOIE.
Masters, the whole thing sesms to grow,
Even despite the censor's bark.
For chaste amusement must I Ko
And aee the monkeys in ths park?
e
“Sir,” sald the C, 0. B. 1
“What is 1t I snarled. 'T.hroush
with your continued Spring song."
“This is & new departurs, Sire,” =ald
the C O. B. Insinuatingly, and I, poor,
wenk fool, allowed him to proceed
And thus he proceads:
The First Swallow.,
'Tis Bpring, 'tis Spring, ‘tis
Spring,
And Summer 18 to follow.
But still I =ee not, on the Wing,
‘The Iirst swwet swallow.

budding

Oh why, Oh why does he not [ly
And why oomes he not forth?
The swallown, at this time, say I,

They should come North.

And Echo answered mockingly
With cyniec mouth,

“The swallows'" sald she shockingly,
“AMust all stay Bouth®™

O Bwallow, Swallow, southward flown
BEo far away,

I do {mplore vyou with a groan
Why do you etay?

|Annl soft the swallow then replied

“My fute 18 clnchedl
1 crodsed over on
would be pinched!"

vour side—

Oregon, the swallows may

No more adorn youw .
It is the law that they must stay

In California!

And Just then 1 twigged to the kind
of swallows he was talking about and
with one sweep I expunged him, for
having violated the rale neainst sing-
aboug the B D. legisiation after
lid went on.
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TO THE C. 0.

You've gliven us poems on politics,
Youye glven us poems on Fall,
YTou gave us poems on  the B
bill—
In fact you've coversd them all
I slways rend whatever you write;
No matter how much you rave
There's sAlways diffaronce In your
stuff,
That makes me
But when 1
sing
{You usually wurn us, you know,)
And the subject to be was the Gentle
Spring,
My hopes
For you sebd
before,
Montly of "lush green grass™
And all your warblings havs besn of
yore
In a delightfully different class.
ow here™ T aald, “Our C. O. B,
. Wil all our wvislons burst
He will sing of the buading maple
tree,
Of the [rirst
But no! TYou
volee,
And, true to your great wide fame,
Sent forth the promised poem of
“Spring™
Down the printed colyum Ilane.
wasn't &« mournful, hashed-o'er luy,
But something to make vs smile;
It wasn't about the budding hay,
Or the lichen-covered stile;
‘T'was & bright little poem of brand
new mirth,
To bring the chucklea out;
SBomething to bring oor thoughis
earth.
And chase away the pout.
Bat, €. O. B, though long you reign,
This wisdom I give to thes:
No matter how' high ascends your
piane, 5
It'a becausa of Collina (Initial D)%

B,

D.*

i

cach one save
réad you were goling to

fell *way down low.
I have read Spring posms

Spring wienerwurst.™
lifted your Iinnoecent

It

to

{*Note. The B. D. bill Is not to be
mentionsd o readers will kindly skip

Correspondent Denles State Ever Had
Right to Tax Lands.

NEWBERG, Or., Feb. 19 —(To the
Editor.)—It 1s inconcelvabla why rap-
resentative men in Oregon at this late
hour are attempting to establish the
Tight of the state of Oregon to levy
and collect taxes on property over which
stats authority to do so is a moot
question. One who has viewed the
situation from = disinterasted angle
would be gt a loss to account for these
insistent demands In view of the facts.
It seems to me thers !s no other con-
clusion o ba reached, but that of
avowed hostllity to any action the gen-
eral Government may Initlate for the
final dispoaition of certain lands for-
felted to the general Government by
reason of certain violations of agree-
ments by the Southern Pacific Com-
pany. -

I was amused as well as Interested
while listening to an addreas delivered
by one of our representative citizens
at the capital of the state befors o con=
ference called for the purposs of ad-
vieing Congress what action Oregon
desired should be followed with regard
to the disposition of thess grant lands.
The question of the right of the atate
of Oregon to levy and collect taxes on
these lands was the gist of that re-
markable address and I find the moul
marks of this judlecizl mind spread all
over the measure authorizing the state
to establish a right where no right
exists under conditions of the past or
the present to levy and collect taxes.

In that sddress we are told: Taking
the declalon of the Supreme Court of
the United States axa baxls for opinion,
irreapective of viclations of the terms
of the grint, title to these lands was
vested In the grantee and theso viola-
tions were mnot sufficlent groundas for
forfeiture. Stripping this line of argu-
ment of all lexal verblage and bringing
it within the comprebension of the
average mind., the rallroad company
was acting within Its rights to follow
out a llne of action In keeping with
its Intent and purpoxss and reserved
to itéelf the power respectfully to in-

serious obibetions were belng ralsed
as to the rallroad's detsrmination to
defy law and authority.

It is not the first time nor will it be
the last that responsible citizens have
championed the cause of defiant and

ridden the protesta of the Government

tempt to profit by gqueationable means.

It s not my purpose to charge these
gontlemen with willful shadowing of
the facts, but looking the mattar
sequarely In the face with the provisions
of the grant in mind and the decislon
af the Supreme Court befors us, what
other conclusion could an unblaned and
Intelligant person arrive t but that
authority to enforce tha terms of the
Erant was veated alone in Congress,
or rather the people, which ia the Gov-
ernment. This fact the Euprems Court
reconized beyond doubt. The Govern-
ment's equity In thesza Iands was not
abhrogated by the terms of the Erant,
but slmply A change of administ tion
wns effectsd wherehy the railroad
company was to recelve aquity in
Innnds Lo the amount of §1.50 per
for a certain purposs, to wit: tha b
ing of a ralirdad over certain
The status of ownerzhip is ths moot

thoxe
LoTe
1id-

territory

| people

| dated
| participate in thelr benefits

quesion and the declding fact as to
hwh(-t!mr Oregon has the power to col-
lect taxex thaereon By what process of
Irﬂ\n-vnlu?f and sustained what au-
thority o certaln gentiamen prove
thelr argument that Innds in
qQuestion were ever private praperty,
had Jost thelr publle character and
were subject to taxation?

Authority for transfer of ownership
| by the terms of the grant Is out
llhr- question =0 long as the grantee
refuses to keen the covenanta Thére
| would he no guestion 1 this point
!“,,.,.., the Indicial gentieman promecuting
i an indlvidual for violation of contract
(If his contentions are In line with the
fucts, why not explaln methods
or rather tha procesa of manipulation
through and by which thesa grant
innds Iands took on the charngter of
private property? He admitted the
right of tha Government to withdraw
| from private eantry and sale lands
within the ‘state without the state’s
consent hut vigorously asaailed the
Government's Interforenca In its de-
termination to protect the r ta of thae
agninst unlawful manipulation
cartalin agreements which
the rightx of the grantso

by

these

af

the

of
o
We know that private
tected as such by irrefutabls
of title i3 beyond the power
Government to appropriate
compensation, but Inasmu«
Iands could not be
under tha terms of
tain agresments wera
carried out, the
authority to make
though they had the
public lande Jf Oregon consclously
unconsciously takes the position
these lands weras privataly own
and "ifNigts wpon that Interpretation,
we Wwau 1llka to know by what proc
of Iaw or privilege It came nbout

I think YThe hole thifig
eralh framesup o embarrass
tion and add strengih to the
contentlons] and * vou can
vigorous oppo=ition by the
Oregon in any attempt to put
mensure of that character.

J. H.
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The correspondent wholly lgnores the

decision of the Supreme Court that the
raliroad had not forfelitad its rights
titie, and that the lands were not
by It in trust. He Ignores
| nadmission of the right to tax
Government revestment of title
ignores a decislon of the
on the same question. The subject
more fully discussed olsewhore
DAge.

or

prior to
and he

Delinguent Tax List Buncombe Halsed
for Five Purposes.

STATE CAFPITOL, Salem,
18.—(To the Editor.)—I winsh
pliment you for your manifestly
treatment of the! dalinquent tax list
fight, Iin which the Oregon Journal at-
tempted by underhanded meana to kill
filve birds with one stone, Ils ohjects
undoubtedly belng to establish (tsslf as
divtator of the state. to dlarupt the
republican party,. to wallop the up-
=tnte press, ta put aver the flrst movse
in n cleveriy-conceived gingle tax
scheme and at the same time to es-
tabiish fteelf upon false premises as
the grenat tribune of the common
“peagpul*

While complimenting wyou for
nbls handling of ths situmtion,
to explain the =ituation referred to
your stary on Sunday. You state that
the Senate refused to concur in a
Forbes amendment to the effect that
there- be two or more efficial news-
papers outsldes of Multnomah County.
The fact is that the blll could hava
¢reated no additional official news-
papars. Theée amendment provided that
the tax list should be published In the
officin]l county newspaners selected by
the County Courls, The _statutes
nlready provided for the seléctlan of
theze newspapers In such o manner that
thia amendment could have no effect
in eraaling any additional one=. The
only correction made by the conference
commliites was to Insert the words,
*the newspaper or,” making the word-
ing reading "shalil be published in the
official nfwapaper or newspapers se-
lected by the County Courts®™

1 make this ceorrection merely Lo
offeot any reéflection upon thoes mem-
bers who voted for tha Forbes amend-
ment and to take away th® opportunity
for tha ranting single-tax dully to

Or., Febh,

your
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form the Government to go to hades i

arrogant lawbrenkers who have over-|

amd the rights of the peopla In an at-|

Federal Court |

on this!

NEWSPAPER'S THIRST FOR POWER | Renily, the pacifists oumht

L]

to com- | enca
fatr | ha=

I wish |

Half n Century Ago.
From Tha Or 11 of Feb ry 30, 180T.
Tho new bullding of the Willametts
Univeraity at Salem has =o far pro-
gressed toward compietion that the de-
sign is to occupy the two lower storles
within the next three months.

London, Feb, 19.—No armed Feniana
have been captured in EKerry County,
but all eacaped. The peasantry are per-
fectly willing to give intelligences, but
decline to assist In: the arrest of thelr
countrymen. Three British ships ars
at anchor In Kingmore River to awse
the people into obedience,

The tariff of pricea for telegraphlc
mesapges from Portland to the great
Eastern cltles has been reduced to cor-
respo®d with the reduction from Cali-
fornia. The rate to New York is $5.83
for 10 words, and 63 cents for cach
ndditional word.

Chicago, Feb. 19.—The President has
signed the bill In relation to the oocean
mail service between San Francisco and
Portland.

San Francisco, Feb, 15.—Tha Chiness
laborerg are still at work at Bouth
Beach, and thus far no attempt has
beenn made to interfere with them.
| Chilef Crowley, with a large force of
| polios, 1a still on hand to quell any dls-
turbance that may occur.,

Twenty-five Yearas Ago.

From The Oregonian of February 20. 1862,

Ban Franclsco, Feb, 18.—J. L. Ander-
son, a newspaper correspondent, has
| returned from Hawnall He says ths
popular impression is that Queen Lillu-
kalanl will ba tha last soverelgn of the
islands, and that when =he dics a po-
litlcal unjon some sort wlll be ef-
| ftected with the United States,

General Becbs has just issued orders
for the participation of the First Regl-
ment, O, N. G, In the parade on Wash-
ington's birthday.

This afterncon the new play, "The
Lights o' London,” will be presented at
| Cordray's Theater. The play is an In-
tensely Interesting melodrama, and 1t
will undoubdbtedly have a very sucoess-
fal run

of

Washington, Feb. 15—The asllver
question will not down. Its disoussion
wis resumed In the House today. The
soene was one of confuslon and excite-
ment.

Washington, Feb. 19.—Sanator Mitchell
today preasented a petition of Indian
War Veterans of Oregon, praying Con-
Eress that Tt extend tha oo Iand
Iaw to persons who ssrved In the In
dian wars subsequent to March 3 855
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Pacifists Employ Theorles of What
Ought to Be and Evade Facts.,
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| Just as the United Stmis has been
mark among nations the past
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vival of tha [it that
ent and most agEresalve.
Hngs have bheen eliminnted very
process is going on in the piping times
of peace! Thoe asEressl: htrsi-
| nees. on the farm. In the profession,
crowds out the timid time who
| dares pot look an unpleasant situation-
Iin the face And the procees af ollmi-
nation is as rothisss In thesoe ro-calfled
| penceful competitions as In any war.
Witneas how Standard 0Ol Company

or
| tha
{ to deal with
basia of exper]-
ha practieal Man
instinct dsveloned
any animal. "~ The
history of moan as

bhéen 10 SUr-

mean
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| drivas all smaller concerns out of busi-

, enn Witness how
y American labor to tha wall he
can Hive on & lowear plane

Wa are told that-there would have
been just ax many paople in the United
States today If there had bheen no Im-
migration. In other worde, some &0, -
090,000 Americans who are not mizht
have been had It not haen for the bat-
tie for existence with cheaper Iabor.
Why {don't the pacifists hold op their
hands In horror at thix for It In ax
truly war as= the kind now raging in
Furape? The law of survival of the
fittest applies to nations as well as to
anvthing else In natura Those nntions
which prepare Intelligantly to nprotect
themeelves against mora unserupulous
mations will have a much hetter chance
to survive than thoes which do mot

‘This preparedness #hould not anly hs
military bhiut shouldl he preparsdness In
anvthing that s of National Imvart-
nnce, na commerce, mmigratfon,. aduoa-
tion, ate. Lot us open our aves fo the

cheap Inhor Arilves

cause It

facts and not try to solve our problemn
on the hasis of how men may ba two
now. J.N.




