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CAN THEY STOF I1T?

It has been suggested to The Ore-
Bonlan that an emergency clause at-
tuched to the bone-dry prohibition
law will not prevent a referendum of
its essential parts, It is a novel con-
tention and its foundation is about &s
foliows:

The original direct legislation
amandment, adopted in 1902, defines
the powers reserved to the people. It
declares: “The second power is the
referendum and it may bs ordered, ex-
copt a8 to laws necessary for the im-
mediate preservation of: the public
peace, health aor safety.” Then fol-
lows the manner or mode of proced-
ure to be followed in exercising the
referendum power.

Four years later the people adopted
n socond samendment, which contains
this provision: *“The referendum may
be demanded by the people against
oneé or more items, sectilons or parts
of any act of the legislativo assem-
bly in the some manner in which such
power may be exercised against a
complete act. The filing of a refer-
endam petition against one or more
{tama, sections or parts of an act shall
not delay the remainder of that act
from becoming operative.”

The foregoing quotation is the Inter
ennotment of the people and prevails
in points of essentinl conflict. Rigidly
construed, it makes no exception of
emergency laws in exercisihg the item
referendum. If only a rigid construc-
tion is permissible, thensihe tecth of
the bone-dry law may be subjected
te vote of the people while the whole
act may not, sssuming that It will
carry an smaergency clause.

The Oregonian will not attempt to
pass upon the issue thus ralsed. It
confesses that court declsions are often
confusing to the mind of the layman.
For axample, our State Suprems Court,
in a recent decislon, in which the in-
tent of the framers of a constitutional
amondment was one of the deter-
mining factors, said: * ‘He who mads
the law knows best how it ought to.
be Interpreted’ is not less true now
than it was when Roussean wrote.
Probably no one will serlously con-
tend that the framers of the 1006
direct legisiation amendment intended
to make a distinction between a gen-
erial referendum and an item referen-
dum. Yet in language they did.
Which reminds us, in passing, that we
ars continually dolhg or attempting
to do reckless things with the consti-
tution.

But tha United States Supreme
«Lourt seems to entertain a diffetrent
view concerning Rousseau's pro-
nouncement concerning the welght of
the lawmaker's Intent. In a very re-
cent declsion it refused to consider the
s rd of the Congraessional debate
wirlch disclosed Congress' intent In
passing uf Mann white slave, aoct to
be only the suppression of commer-
clalized vice. It Held that the law
wis what it read; that to construg it
as making an exception of non-comn-
mercialized vice would be legislating
by the court.

S0 there you:are. Who will be
brave enough to assert that the courts
will or will not rule that the law
means what It says? Perhaps, too,
nobody will put them to the test.
Even so, there is food for refiection
in the fact that,thls apparent conflict
in the constitution has existed for
nearly eleven years. We have passed
through several trying controversies
ovVer emergency clauses with thelr
brutal denial of the right of the peo-
ple to pass upon some of the Legisla-
tures’ work. It required something
stimulating, llke a Iaw abolishing
stimulants, to bring out the delving
puwers of the constitution sharps,

POTATO THRIFT.

Unpleasant as the prospect may be
to some, thore {8 a strong probability
that a few of the measures of thrift
long practiced by the more careful
neople of other countries will soon be
forced wupon those of tho United
States. There is, for ecxample, the
matier of our supply of seed for the
potnto crop of the coming season.

It has been suggested by a corrs-
llpnnd‘enl: that the people ought to be
reminded before it is too late that
they can help by saving the “seed
end" of the pointoes they are now
econz=uming, for the purpose of plant-
ing Iater on. This  so-called ‘“‘seed
end,” by the way, is the part that onca
wns thrown awny by some fastidious
growers, for a reason not altogether
plaing but it is a fact that thg house-
wife, especially in the family that
Egrows its own supply of potatoes, or a
portion ef it, can contribute materially
to the seed stock by resorting to just
that practice, or a modification of it.
It §a the “eye’™ of the potato that is
the wvaluable part for purposes of
propagation, and there wns a time
in our owm country when people did
not hold themselves above saving even
the peelings around planting tlme, so
that the eyes might be planted when
the muin crop was put into the ground.
This was in the duy Of scarce seced
and difficult trensportation, and every
iittie tHMng wus mude to count. Such
practices have long been common in
parts'®f Europe. The potato grower
who I8 accustomed to grander methods
will oot approve them, perhaps, but it
may yet become a question not of
cholice but of absoluta necessity.

Crops of succesding yafirs invarinbly
suffer as a result of periods of abnor-
mally high prices. hecause of the
tpmptation to sell everything market-
able, reserving only tho poorest grain,
af potutoes, or whathot, for the com-
fpg planting. It s a huppy-go-lucky

and it causes havoc with good

but human nature is what

4is and the remedy Is sasler to point
than to enforce; .The fact is that

t may yet come to a point whore we
compeliod to plant our potsato
g= or get along with un exceed-
short crop uext year. Fallure

to plant enough for our own needs
would be a serious matieér, for there,
is little likelihood th&t there will be
& source upon which we cam draw to
maks up the deflciency,” and then
prices will be higher than ever. In
any event, the quality of next sea-
son’s crop is bound to ba belpw par as
a result of past neglect.

MORE ABOUT THE CONSTITUTION.

The Legislature is ornamented with
an!abundance of lawyers, who are of
courss familiar with the provisions of
our maest elastic. though highly ad-
mirable, constitution, from the vener-
able preamble to the newest notion
of Mr. U"Ren's nble and indefatigable
body of law givers.

Just now the Legisiature is giving
dus consideration Lo the Important
matter of delinquent tax notices, and
Is spparently divided belween postal
cards and newspapers. Jt has been
suggested, as a way out of the dilem-
ma, that the law providing for publi-
catlon of tax delinquencies bas so0 ar-
mnged as to authorize newspaper pub-
Heaylon for the state at large but
pos cards for AMultnomah. Let us
submit for the consideration of the
legislators the following explicit pro-
vision from the Oregon constitution
(Art. IV, Sec. 23):

The Legielative Assembly ahall not pass
spocial or local luawes In any of the following
Casessm, that is to say:

10—For the assesament and colloction of
taxes for state, county, township or road
Purposes,

Fyblication of the names and par-
cels, or private notice to delinguents,
is unquestionably part of the process
of tax collection.

Shall the taxes bLe collected by one
method in Portinnd an@by another
in the state at large?

SOUND LIVING.

President Wilson is asked to try the
experiment of u 26-cent-persday diet
and he has graclously said that he
would talk to AMrs. Wilson about it
Clearly no -American hushand has a
right to interfere with the domestic
economy of his household without
full sanctlon of the other responsible
head of the establishment. The Presi-
dent makes it obvious thiat he ob-
sarves the proprileties, 2

Doubtless the enterprising'-dotitian
who sought his aid told him that the
experiment would be a fine thing for
the Nation. But It would also he
excellent for the Pre=sident and his
lovely wife. On both accounts it ought
to be tried.

Of course we all
is nothing really

know that there
new to be learned
about health, or exercise, or eating,
or drinking. But (t seems to be nec-
essary to be reminded constantly that
the laws of one's physical being are
not to be violated with Impunity. Tt
is Interesting to note that more than
100 years ago—Iin 1773, to be exact—
a great philosopher and greater ob-
server wrote the following from Lon-
don:

The gentry aof Engiand are remarkably
afraid of molsture and of alr; but seamen,
who Hve In perpetualliy moist alr, are always
healthy if they have good provisions .
I have long Jghought that mere moist alr
has no il effegt on the constitution. BVut
we abound in sabsurdity and [nconsistency.

the demand for such a course is sh

by chargi-= fee, to which prospect-
fve adult students do mot-object,

by enrollment of 2500 in this divisl
in & few weeks., The need of adult
workers for larger educational ad-
vantages is being met in varlous parts
of the country, where the school sys-
tems are gradnally adding afternoon
and evening courses of study, continu-
atlon work and part-time study, and
whare co-operation betwean business
and the schools Is shown to be oné of
the most significant of recent develop-
ments in the educational systom.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

fihe President has invented the
pledsing nnd striking phrase—*Peace
without victory™—to describe the-neu-
tral world's just egpectation of the
rightful sttitude of all the belligor-
ents at the end of the war.

What does “peace without victory™
mean? A peice that wonld Jesve
nelther side in the position of victor?
A draw? A fight to mutusl exhaus-
tion? An inconclusive and uncertain
termination of a terrific struggle, in-
volvingg millions of men and costing
miliions of lives? ©Or an agresment
all around to quit, and sturt anew?

Peace without victory would not
have settled the great question of
slavery, or preserved the Union, in
the Civil War.

Nor would peace without victory
have separated the American colonies
foraver trom Great BEritain and have
established a free republic under the
Americgn fiag.

The #President knows
knows, for example, that there Wwnos
no peace in Europe, or in all the
world, until Napoleon wans overthrown
at Waterloo. History is full of just
such illustrations.

Doubtiess the smooth and entchy
“pence-without-victory” phrase was
meant to mean nothing more than
the expression of a hope or desire
that there be peaces awithout national
extinetion, or annihilation, or subjec-
tion, or overthrow. &

The world wants a peace which
will permit every nation o pursue
its national destiny without limita-
tion npon the right of any other gation
to do the same. I that is what pcace
without victory shall uitimately
achlieve, all will be well, for “‘peace
hath her victories no less renowned
than war.”

that. He

IMPROVE LOGGING STREAMS,

As the lumber industry of the United
Btates Is now entering on a period of
\groat and, as there i= good reason to
believe, prolonged prosperity, It is of
utmost Iimportance to the inter-
ests of Oregon that the indusiry In
this stnte should have all facilities
which the law can grant for its con-
duct* on terms equal with those pre-
vailing in competing states. The mat-
ter is of interest to the whole state,
for upon Ilumber, as its chief industry,
the state Is mainly dependent for its
general well-being.

A necessity of this industry is cheap
transportation of logs from forest to
mill, for which nature has provided

Thus, though It In generally agreed that
taking the air im a good thing yet what
cawrtlon agalnst air! what stopping of creve
icen! what wrapping up In warm clothos.
what shutting of doors and windows, evan
in the midet of Summer! Many Loandan
famiiies go out once & d to taks the alr, |
thres or fgur parpons InOw couch, ons per-
hape sick; thess go three or four miles or
o8 many turns” in Hyde Parlk with the|
glasses both up close, all breathing, over and
over again, the sames alr they brought eut
of town with them in the comch, with the
lomst change poasible and randered worss
and worse every moment; and this they cunll
“taking the air!™ From many ¥years ob-
sorvetion onh mysalf and others. I am per-
suaded wa are on a wrong scent In suppos-
ing molist or cold air tho cause of that din-
order wa call a "“cold* Soma unknown
Quantity - In the Alr may somotimes prodiice |
enld, az In the *“Influenza™ but generally, I
apprehend, they are the sffects of too full
Uving In proportion to our axarcise,

What Ben Franklin knew sverybody
nowadays knows, or cught to know.
But how few there are that goyern
themselves accordingly.

[ |

THE WATER-POWER HOLD-UP.

There 15 abundant reasop for the
adoption by
of Senator Gill's resolution memorial- |
izing Congress to pass laws for the
development of wanter power without |
delay. The subject has been thorough-
ly threshed out and the rights of the
Nation and the states have been de-
fined by the ablest lawyers and legis-
lators In the country. In the Shields |
biil relating to naviguble strenms the
rights of both are made secure, thoe
interest of the consumer and of the|
general public is. amply safeguarded
and capital is afforded security with-
out opportunity for extortion. XNo|
power company would be able to es- |
cape effective public reguiantion and
right of the publiec to buy in power |
plants Is established.

The bigoted Pinchotites block action |
on two points. They lnsist on exnction |
of rental from power companies, ob-
stimately refusing to recogniz that
such a charge would only be passed
on to the consumer, They rlso
that no lesse be given without anuthor- |
ity of ‘m specinl mcot of Congress
of which would reopen the ent
troveray. The Pinchot fanastics should
be put to the right-about and the hill
should be passed as it stands, with the
addition of a proviso that all plants
erected on public land be subject to
state taxafiondi The Myogs bill, re-
lating to power on public _li.;n-:i. =honld
ba amended to follow the general lines
of the Shields bill, with the same pro-
viso.

The present situation is a travesty
on conservation, which® has become
the most abused word in the English
language. As the Gill resolution says,
“the essence of conservation is Intel-,
ligent and economical utilization of
natural resources.” The essence of
Pinchotism is to prevent utilization of
natural resources until the diotates of
Mr. Pigchot and bhis little band of
dootrinaires nre accepted. Tt is Ffiat
denial of consoervation, for it means
indefinite waste. It is a hold-up, for
it aims Lo weary the West into sur-
render of its fundamental right of
self-government and of taxation by
biocking development

The _ Gill resolution
adopt by
na that by which ths Water-Power
Conference was called two years ago.

each

should be

for conservation with use wnd with
due respect for the rights of
states,

There is a growing tendency on the
part of American colleges and univer-
sities to extend "their field of usaful-
ness so that adults who neglected cer-
tain points in their education In early
life may avail themselves of oppor-
tunities for special training without
being required to pass thosa formal
entrance examinations which would
be a bar to most men of mature years.
One such Institution in New TYork.
supported by public funds, has ro-
cently obtained an extension of its
charter which permits it to tike up

the Oregon Lﬂ.—islatura'

a8 con- | ic

as overwhelming o vote |

Oregon shonld reéiterate its declaration |

the |

Oregon with abundant means in the
shape of many streams down which
logs could be floated If only the
streams were improved, For lack of
law providiag for this improvement,
few streagns have been made passable
for logs, charges on these few are not
regulated, and loggers pay from $1.50
to $2.50 per thousand feet for hauling
by railroad thirty to fifty miles, though
logs could be driven down improved
streams for the same distance at one-

| third of the same cost. Timber along

river banks has most}y been
off and, in the absesnce of river lm-
provement under public regulation,
railroads are the only means of reach-
ing that which Ia farther back. Only
rich owners of large tracts of timber
can afiord-to bulld, and they bujld
through their own timber. Owners of
small tracts must elther let their tim-

| ber stand or must pay thelr nelghbors

high rates for hauling logs.

To remedy this situation, a bill has
been introduced in the State Senate
by Senator Olson providing for im-
provement of streams for logging pur-
poses, though navigation In general
wonld bénefit. The bill deciares ne
fgable streams to be public highv
and any stream on which logs cun
be floated iz declared navigable. It
places corporationa doing a2 boom
business under the jurisdiction of the
Publle Service Commission, and re-
quires thnt body to establish rules for
the operation of boom com:] ies, pen-
alties for fallure to observe those ruloes,
and rates to be pald by ownera of
logs which use the companles’ Im-
provements, Rates ‘must be just and
equitable, dependant on thes amount
of service performed, the actusal in-

| vestment of the company and the cost

of operation, the walue of the fran-
chise not being consldered. Corpora-
tions desiring to engaege in the busl-
ness of flonting, driving, rafting and
bogming logs must obtain a franchiso
from the Public Service Commission,
must begin work within i reasonable
i and must continuous serv-
Compuanie ready gaged In
business may obfRin ichises
vnder the bill by filing amended arti-
cles of incorporation and have a prof-
erence right to & franchise for ninety
days. The improvemenis contam-
pluted consist of remov rocks,
trees and other obstructior from the
beds nnd banks of streame to give an
unobstructed flow of water, of pro-
tectlon of banks, construction of
booms and of dams. Bonim compn-
nies must handle all forsst products
offered without diserimination,
aré given the right of llen for
servic

The bill differs from
wias introduced two ¥
ator Olson in the fact that it gives no
right of condemnation. It gives the
right to hooam companies to enter upon
streams and their banks to clear and
improve them and upon adjacént lnnd
to recover logs, and simply gives the
land owmner the right of compensation
for damages suffered. Dams may be
bullt only by permit of the Public
Service Commission, to be granted
after public hearing and proof of pub-
lic necess=ity, but not without consent
of the owner of property to be oc-
cupled. The bill of 1915 was almost
identical with the-iaw of Washingion,
which -gives the right of sminent do-
main, Faflure to operate continuously
or viclation of the rules works for-
feltura of the franchise. A fee of five

ing

thelr

which
by Sen-

| cents per thousand feet of loge &5 pro-

vided to pay expenses of carrying out
the law.

Laws of this kind have bean In op-
eration in Eastern states for fifty
years and in Washington for ten
years, with moeost beneficlal results,
Adoption of the bill of 1815 was pre-
vented only by the oppositian of cers
tain interests unwilling to come undear
public regulation. With this exception,
the timbermen are & unit jn favor of
the present blll. Not only they but the
homesteaders would benefit. For ex

this work, and to finance it in part

ample, on the Efuslaw River, which

-

logged |

but many logs are now caught by ob-
structions and on the banks. ‘They
may.not reach tidewater for five or
Elx years, but untfl they do he gets
nothing for them. Both the farmer
and the =mall timber owner will be
able to market logs if the stream is
improved, and earing “and farming
of the land will hastened.

This bill s decidedly in the inter-
est of owners of timber in both small
and large tracts and of settlers gen-
erally. It is open to objection only
by those boom companies which wish
o monopolize timber and to practice
exnctions on their neighbors, #free
from public control. The rights which
it gives will benefit all riparian own-
ers, and it will enable the progressives
to override the objections of the ob-
structionisim In order that Oregon
may keep plce with other states in
development of fts lumber industry,
the bill should: be passed.

ANOMALIES OF THE BIETH RATE.

Statistics compiled by the Ce
Bureau, showing that in certain re -
tration areas of the United States dur-
ing 1216 & birth rate was 24.9 for
each 1000° inhablitants, and that of
each 1000 bables born 100, or an even
tenth, died before the end of their
[irst year, are not so striking i them-
selves as when eomparison is made
with the birth rate and the rate of
infant mortility In other countries

necessarily means a high death rate
Is borne out in a few countries, and
then it Is completely set at naught
by the figures from others. For ex-
ample, the birth rate in Australia, 25.3
per 1000 inhgbitants, which s precise-
ly that of Germuany, s attended by a
death rate of 78 per 1000 Infants born,
which is the fourth lowest of record
and compares with a Jdeath rate of
147 for Germany. “The lgwest birth
rate, on the other hand, recorded
by France, with 18 per 1000, and
thiy couniry has the third Jlowest
infant mortality rate in the world
The highest birth rate, 144, is that
of Russia, which also has the highest
death rate, 248, But Norway, with
a birth rate of 25.3, which is higher
than that of the United States, has
the lowest Infant death rate of all,
65, and Bwedden, with a birth rate of
23.8, only slightly below that of the
United States, has n death rate next
to that of Norway, 71.

The Census Bureaun explains that the
infant mortallty flguses for the United
Jtates are no better than thoy are
bgecause necessarily all classes of the
population are included, and the aver-
ags Is mnde higher by the inclusion
of the forelgn pdpulation in the
crowded districts, where not only do
the customs of the mother country
prevall but conditions are otherwine
unfavorabla for saving bables.

The figures show that the expectant
infant has the best chance of surviv-
ing In the Eeandinavian countries, In
Australin, and even In France. But
his best chance to be born lles in Rus-
sin, and after that in Itals The In-
fanit death rate of Italy, however, is
lower than that of elther Russia, Aus-
tria or Germany. Switzerland and
Holland also help to lllustrate the fact
that a nation need not ba great in
point of population to be In the fore-
front when It comes to baby saving.
Their death rate is merltoriously™ow.

A Coburg gir! has brought thg
Great Sorrow to her home by eloping
to Califormla with a young man, who
{left her on the street when his money
ran out. In these days when general
education Is supplemented along spe-
cial liges by the moving plctures, it
would seem that girls ought to be
“wize” to unalterable facts.

Reports that gold has bsen trans-
ferred ut sea to the German raiders
will whet the appetite of the British
cruisers for their capture. Thera
would be fat prize money for ihe
{ British tars if the ships were taken,
| but what gnashing of teeth If the Ger-
| mans were To sink them!

The New York Stock Exchange i.:u.-'

been investigated =0 often that it
bacoming expeart at deallng with the
probers. 1If Mr. Whipple should ex-
ilrut.t some new truths at the leak in-
jquiry, he will make n reputation which
may lift him to high political honors.

s

YWhen the whits pine lumbermen
come to the Douglas fir belt and bu
blg tracts of timber, it 15 o sign tha
there is going to be someo activity in
the Pacific. Coast lumber business. The
men of the interior are staking ‘thelr
money on it

A woman member of the Chicago
School Bonrd accuses high school
principals of preferring youth, beauty
and figure to bruins In their tedchers,
|which may be true. Some men In
| authority have human frailties.

¥
schemes of
scheme of cohsoll-
to come to tha ground.

rival

the entire
dn is apt
| 11 Logislature does not act,
| people are Jikely to take & hand.

1 Botween
|dation,
i tion
the

| With deposits of more than $164,-
| 000,000 An the banks of the state,
Oregon sooffs at the Democratic idea
of “viewing with alarm'™ anything
that may of may not happen.

| 1f American gold i3 going to Ger-|

many it is for the reason that Americs
has recelved Its value in gomething

This is business.

J. Ogden Armour may not be, as he
admits, writer of advertiscments:
but in the preéeparation of an cssay
o *hoss" sense his rank 1s undis-
puted.

: record-breaking car shoriage
may ba simple distory by Spring,
which iz the way the horse thought
while being fed on straw nll Winter.
There are two views of the semi-
monthly pay day and one Is that the
earner spends his money twice as
often when he gets It that way.

The

, British comment on President Wil-
son's peace spesch may be summed
up thus: “You're a nice fellow, but—"
then a string of gpithets. .

If that priz# bow which sold
$5000 were in Germany her week's
ocutput of butter would well for almost
as mwech as she Is worth. ‘

The CGwyhee project has heen
dropped and Or‘eson getys another slap
for not having ridden on the band-
waugon in November. \ =
“leak” inquiry willh bo post-

1] Pt

&

The
poned,

i
A
4

The conclusion that & high birth rate

consoll- |

the |

| conld not be obtained elsewhere. |
|
|

for |

By Leome Cass Bacr.

WA.:.TE& GILBERT |s of the opinion
that with eoggs soaring skward
the hen is truly mightier than the

sword
L] - w

And his pal, Walter Eicgried, added
that with eggs and cabbages topplog
the produce market In point of prices
the old-fashioned home taglent perform-
ers have & most ausplelous outioolk
ahead of "em.

- - -

Which does not sound encouraging
to me, for If there is one thing that
makes me mors wretshsed than =an-
other it is realizing thar old-fashioned
or modern homeé~talent performers
have any sort of a ook oyt Or look in.

N - -

-
Laura Hopa Crews is In the cast with
Henry Kolker in a rovival of “Her
Husband's Wife,” a three-acl comedy.
Henry lllu‘rr is Iis sponsor,
& - - L]
Fuller Melish and his daughter, Vera
Fuller Mellish, are appesring together
in “The Merry Wives of Windsor,” a
revival now Iin progress at the Park
Theater In New York. Robert Mantell,
Jr., 1a milzo In the play, and Isabel
Irving Is playing Mistreas Page. Con-
stance Collier has the role of Mistress
Ford.

- - -

Irene Oshler, for a brisf while last
sanson with the Baker stock In leads,
is appearing in “Inifor the XNight,” a
thres-act farce written by James
Savery, and presented in New York by
the Empire FProdupging Corporation.

- - -

Read where an actress has just left
a diamond-mounted powder puff to a
young man friend. Hardly believed my
ce¥es until I read u littls farther along
and found out that his pame is Chaun-
cey La Roy.

L] - - .

Worry note for the wvaudeville artist
who sits In a spotlight and sings about
life's being a serious proposition after
all. The price of cigareties ia going

higher.
L - - -

A manufacturer ssya that men are
bhetter auto critics than are women.
| Guess he never Leard me or my alster-
hood flash our criticiama when we just
escape belng run over by one,

L] - L]
Don't you Jovye the nolse the “silont™

nentinels are making.
. .

Btill, it's a vindlcation of our sex,
glrin, to read that “a bunch of women
keep atill for houra” Apparently 1t
| can be done.

.
Newspaper account tells of an actor
and actress who had "kept company™
for -twenty-odd Yyears, and then got
margpied. T predl:t that any palr afrald
of eAch other for twenty-odd years
|ars golng to have a sweol mesy leep-

| ing peacs_at home.
- -

-
Ruth Gates says her idea of a “bril-
| llant™ party {8 the convention of cut-

glass manufacturers now in session.
- -

At the Colllngwood Opera-Houss in
FPoughkeepsie lnst woek John Cort pre-
sented for the first time on any stage
“Mother Carey's Chickans™ a play In
three acts by Kate Douglas Wiggin and
Rachel Crothers from the book of the
same neme by Miss Wiggin. The story
in far removed from the theatrical or
sensational, a theme of mother love
with clever touches of character and a

| Eraceful play of rich humor belng un-
| dercurrent throughout, »

The cast Iinciudes among others
| Marion Barpey. Misa Barney used to
be a Baker leading woman,

Knate Douglas Wiggin, Rachel Croth-
| ers, John Cort and many others from

New York witnessed the performance,
: L - -

Arnold Daly is convalescent from an
| operation for peritonitis in the Rooso-
velt Hoepital In New York.

- - L

Another theatrical man, Al Hayman,
I= rallying from a third paralytic
stroke. Ha in confilned to his apart-
menta at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in

New York.

Mabel MeCone, whoae chief clalm to
our attention out hera on this Coast
in thint ahoe was one of Joseph Howard's
saveral partners, Is to be starred by
A, HL Woods. The medium chosen for
Miss MeCona's venture s “The Girl
From Clro's,” & musical plecs in three
acts, written in the original by Plerre
Veber and Mauricon Soudle, and now em-
bellished with muslc by Joseph Sszule.
“The Girl From Ciro's” 1a now fn its
ninth month at the Garrick Theater,
London, and It will be prepared for
American production withir a few
weoks,

Whils it Iim't generally known, "The
Girl From Ciro's" is nothing else but
the well-remembered “The Gilrl From
Rector's,"” which Introduced Mr. Woods
to Broadway Lhoatrieals. In fts first
form the plece was a farce ealled
"Loute.” In Paurls It rred hun-
dreds of performanees. “The Girl From
tor's” waa decmed ut the time of its
production one of New York's mavghti-
est plays, but it thrived for months at
Webar's Theater and subsequently, as
presented by several companies on tour,
vastly entertalned rural art loveras

Mabie I8 blonde and beautiful and
cAn Eing barely snough to be o musieal
comedy primo donna,

- . -

Nellle Fiilmore, one of ths bhoest-
| known character notresses of our stage,
wiil celsbrate the 40th anniversary of
bar debut by creating the role of Salina,
\n colored servant In the new Harris
Djekson comedy, *“A Nigger in the
Woodplle,” which Madison Corey and
I.Inseph Riter have in préparation un-
der the, directlon of Harrison
Fiske.

Grey

Miss Flllmore's first appearance was
Iin 1877 In the varieties. Soon after-
| wards she acted the part of Blddy Me-
Shane, the old apple woman In support
of Katie Emmet In “Walfs of Naw
| York." A more recent engagement was
that of the Jandlady In “A Country
Boy.™ .

L - -
| DMarie Hamiiton, In the *Lilac Dom-
| ina™ at the Hellig tonight. opinea that
it is the sasiest thing to pick a married
M. “‘hich: we might remark, s one
of the causes of the divorce evil. Soma
other woman pleky him,
- - -

It's Jike that ancient wheeze about
:_nwus': being able to tell a marrcied
woman. The answer iz “Yeh, but youn
can't tell ‘'em anything they don't

i Know.™
- 5. &
The statement thut there are many
cthorus girls in third-rats shows who
earn—or get—Iless than $10 a weak,
falla utterly to elicit my donddlence.
I have to watr.:; 'n:a q‘mce.

Read where they've just sent six
tons of halr pins from Broaklyn, con-

PORTLAND, Jan. 24—(To ths Edl-
tor.}—Haviog heard of the crowds at
the Walls-Fargo liquor department
that broke in the front of the wounter
and tore the buttons off each other's
clothes, T went down to see Tor myself.
The crowd. I foond, was small and there
Was no disorder, but I did ses soms
things that have since caused me to
do a lot of thinking.

While whtching the people, n young
§irl cams to the table mear whioh I
stood to wrap her package. She looked
suspiciously near 21, and I wondered
bow [she  had been able to gep hor
liquoer. Seéveral men were at the tabie,
and when the girl sdemed clumsy, one
of them wrapped hor package for her.
She did pot appear to know sny
the men, but was perfectly willing to
“jolly" with them. The man whe had
wrapped the package asked If he could
carry Ii boma for her, and they went
out together. It did mot look good.
but it was no affalr of mine

A few moments later, howaver, a
girl came in who might possibly have
heen 18 (she could not have been 21).
1 decided to sea what proof of her
right to recelve llqguor would be do-
manded, and steppod up behlnd Rer at
tha countar, In the crowd I was un-
noticed. Most of ths peopla hagd post-
ecards. This lttle girl did mot. The
clerk took s large card from a rack
bahind him and s=ald: "Is thia your
name? Do ¥ou live g4t this addreas?™
“Tes™ was the snswer., and he gave
her the card. Not s word as to her
mgé: no question of ldentity. I won-
dared what the o was for and what
she would do wi it, but she 4ld mnot
hesitate. Ehe knew.

Halt way down the
knot of people. There did not soem to
bs ctlerks enough here, and we had
to walit soms time. Ona of the clerks
had s “spiel” llke a barker for a olfcus.
“Step right up, ladies and gentlamen,
aad gel your prize packages Ewvery
package contains a prize—no blanks™
The whole thing seemed to be a fagce,
Preseantly the [ittls girl's turn came
She signea In three places and glggied
while the clerk mumbled something
aboet the truth and repeated his re-
marks abbut the prire package. She
did pot read the affidavit. No one dld.
Stil1 there was no question as to her
age.

At the end of the counter the little
girl pald 6§ cents and got her liguor.
In all tha time she waa thera no ons
rsked her age: no one questiond her.
8ho had no trouble whatever In pget-
ting her package And that little girl
was not 21,

I muppose It is “busiress” with the
expross company, but what is the mat-
ter with the auvthorities?

If the present laws are not enforeed,
will the new ones be any botter ob-
sorved? Almost everywhers people treat
the matter of liquor shipments lightly.
Heres are some of thoe answers 1 have
recelved:

“Supposs the District Attorney did
sae Mary Smith at the bottom of an uf-
fidavit, how could he tell whether sgha
was 16 or 807 And {f next week she
is Aunie Jones, who cares?"

“Affidavita? Oh, yea; but thoy
have two men cheacking tham
are more than a Jnonth (20.600)
hind mow, andd when the new law
passed nobody will look at them™

"Booze? Eure, you c¢an get all you
want and mo onae will ever ask You
mbout it”

I wanted to ask the District Attor-
ney about it, and went down to the
Courthouse. Thera a young man po-
litely ‘but firmiy told ms that I could
not him; he was busy. Tt ywas
suggested 1 spe a deputy. The dep-
ty also- wis busy, and after a walt I
was compelled to leave without see-
Ilng either of them

it will be impossible for me
the District Attorney agaln
leaving the city, bat
questions I would like to
swered.

Is it easler mow for minors te get
liguor than it was W hen the town was
wide open?

Are thers but two
those thousands of affidav
a mers form? -

Can you get “all the booze You want
by express, and will “nobody eveor mid
yon about 1ItT

I would like to kmow
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HELD NECESSARY
Mr. Wright Inquires Why Mémbers of
Legislnture Cannot AEree.

PORTLAND, Jan., 24.—{Te the Edl-
tor.)—Today's dispatches Indicate that
the Sehate and House are widaely dis-
agreed on the question of what Hiate
Commigsiong are o bBe consolldated
There seema to nobody « rrefilng
with the premise or conclusion that
some consolidation ‘is necessnry and
must he made for the sake of ecgnomy,
The writer on friendly tarms with
the personnal of all commissiona and
has no adverse comments on the quall-
fications of any one

The general public feels BEame
way and if duily expreseions mean any-
thing. that public is asking on the
strects, why? It wants to know whether
the fallure of the Legislature to act, in
thie face of the nlready admitted con-
ciusion, is due to a survival of the
tittest, or a survival of the influential
among the personnel? The whole matter
ta viewsd from the taxpayers’ stand-
point alone by the meneral puhblie It
the Legisianture falls to handle the situa-
tion in the same intelligent and com-
prehensive manner that a large l','\l!-
rond would *handle its business. then
the publlc i=s quite likely to promote an
inttlative bill te provide for It

The writer is not In s¥ypmathy with
siteh = course whonever the matller
can bo attended to by the Legisluture
and hopes it will be done that way. The
Legisiature surely knows that this
legls on is demanded; also that ap-
polntmenta ought to be mades on all
commissions by the Governor, in order
to hold him responsible for sscuring
practical men.

ROBERT C. WRIGHT.

CONSOLIDATION
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FOR NON - RESIDENTS

Writer Woulg :lnk% Charge In Higher
Institntlons of Learning.

CORVALLIS, Or, Jan. 23.~—(To the
Editor.)—The taxpayers of Oregon are
burdened now to the point of break-
ing. Why should theyr pay for the col-
lege edueation of the youth of other
&tates? An education at college is not
in the same clasa as high school. The
student is far botter able to grasp a
higher education, f he wogks for I,
or waits until he is older.

BEven a small tultion fes from ench
outside student would lighten the bur-
den on the property heolder. Ths bur-
den falls too heavily on the small own-
er of property. He helps Lo educate
the Qregon boys and also those from
other states, and even forelgn coun-
tries, when, perhaps, hils ow boy can
barely afford to go through high
school,

Boys coma from all over tha world
becauge they can get free tultion. Most
of them come from statez that lave
universities and CGolleges, I believe In
education, but I do not belisye in robe
bing Pater to pay Faul. Those who
vome from dulside the state should pay
to the state n Tee for enterin It 1
worth 1t A, J. 8T TON.

L

TUVTION

Property Goes to Children,
PORTLAND, Jamn  24.—{Teo the Ed-
ftor.)—1 am a widow with . married
sons and daughters. At my death my
property goes to my children. In ecnse
marrisd sons or daughters die hefore |
do, whog E#ts thalr share of the prop-

elr hust s or wives or Lhelr

—

-
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Twenty-five Years Ago.

From Ths Oregonlan Juauary IS5, JEDS

New York—The Nsw York World
sayas Mr. Cleveland has I(ndicated he
would withdraw [rom the Presidential
contest. He Iy disgusted with the ac-
tiona oF the party leaders.

The La Grande Gazette, the Eugens
Register, the Ashiand Tidingas, the Che-
hinlis Bea, the Olympia Tribune, the
Gervals Star and the Hoquiam Tribune
and many other Northwesl papers have
commented on the new dresa of The
Oregonian, which now has a compinte
eupply of new type 5nd is Installed In
i1ts new bullding. -

In this town there is a bill collector
who 18 a dandy, On his left slde he
carries a woodea sign which reags;
“IL am = Bill collector. 1 collect bills
that other men cannot llect.™ Thia
man also has a cowbell When hs
Fnota a man who does not pay his billa
he takes station in front of the piace
where the man is. 1f the debtor dosa
not come forth he rings the bell as an
inducement. The result 8 the debtor
Invariably payas his bill

o —— .

The much-dreaded ln grippe, or Rus-
wizan Influanza, secems to have struck
Portiand the past week Among the
doctors who were Interviewesd on the
prevalance of the dlsease here are: Dir.
W. H, 8S8aylor, Dr. F. Cauthorn, Dr. C
H., Wheeler, Dr. J., W. Fraser and
many othera

————

Half s Century Ago.
From The Oregoalan, Jamusry 25 1847,

Sixty-two passenger tralns arrive and
deapart dally from Chicago and 52 from
Pitisburg., At the latter <lty 320,000
pegple daily coms and go. Threes thou-
sand freight cars arrive and depart
dally.

The New York World dodges the ra-
sponsibllity of advocating negro suf-
frage by pronouncing it a manifeat
destiny and declaring the South foollsh
for oppozing It

John Tanner mnd Mlss Farriet G,
Woodcock, of this city, were married
January 34 at the residence pof M.
Farrish. Rev. C. C. Stratton officlated.

' ——

Mr, and Mra, € X. Carter were
thrown out of thelr sleoigh yesterday
while riding downtown, Nelthor was
ceriously hurt,

WAR HAS EFFECT OF

Half Truths Indanlged tn by Democratic
Writers oen Subject,

ILWACO, Wash.,, Jan. i To
Editor.)—Whiles the campalgn {8 over,
atill the Democrate are not losing any
time In their y to hold and
build up Democraty sngtls Recent-
1y the following deceptive half truth
has appesred In thelr papers and it 'ta
decoiving many.

“Numbers of Republican papsara Are
prediciing winprecoedented prosperity for
the good old United Sctatés of Amarica
during 1017. 1t Is hard to figsure out
how lh--y‘ o hess rory forecasts,
with th#®st: and soup kitchen
programim wwesaged in the event
of a victory for Wilson."

Now, they know is a decaptiva
half truth, vanced for political effect,
to decelve the uninformed. As all In-
formed persons know, Republicans have
clatmed thnt many of the evils of
Democratic policles are held In abey-
ance by conditions crented Yy
European war Chi= war has auto-

TARIFF

tho

enden

this

the the

thern are some |

{aged 68 years,

matically coroatsd » “mood
2. 8 Aa Republi =
L that
imported
nt home
publican policy of home
production and employmen kenp-
ling the money at home los heon foroed
by the war on the country, in many
things.

We nre not

I duced here

Thus

ths

today In fact—thanks to
the war—whils we are by law, under
the Democratic non-protective ruilnous
business policy of letting our own pao-
ple be idle while weo plurchases our
needs from abroad and send ths meney
for the sama out of thes country.

Added to the Republican poley
forced automatically on cur country by
the war, . the war has alero gErealtly in-
cronsed the de Lhe preduction
of -our factories, . mines and waterm
HBa thia war s bringing a great flood
of gold to ug for Lthesa Lhings and that
mleo means prosperity,

Neither sids yvat ia ready
to ston, o, all in all. Republican papers
are not wrong o pradicting prosperity
for 1917, as the ovila of Wilson's poll-
cies are not in force now

But, when the war |s over and normal
conditions again prevatl, the unwises, un-
businesslike Dom rutic polictea which
| brought about Blhchanan's 1857, Clove-
Innd's 1833, Wilson's 1914 s rvntion
soup kitchens will again bring abpgut
the same results

Is it wise to
deceptive half-tru D
YALTER

_t wWoar as

thesa Democratic
unchalisnTed?
BEAEBERG.
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ALL BUILDING MATERIAL HMIGEER

VirFtually All Classes Have Increased In
) Prive in Reeent Months,

PORTLAND, Jan. 212—(To the EAl-
tor.)=(1) Pleass inform mas whather
building materinl ia much higher, If
mny, than It was last year, (2) I wish
vou would also let me know If a for-
clgner coming to this country & good
many ydarsm ago and acoumunlating
fiuite a bit properiy could vote, Hea
has not his first papers’ out. Hin
wife also is a foreigner. Can shs vole?

W. J. B.

of

clasgen of huilding
okt during

(1) Vistunily
material have increased
the past hnlf the h cost of
materiale and' Iabor and the steady in-
crense in bullding construction being
|!!w| causes contributing Buliding op-
erations over thae country in 1316 were
about 26 per cent heavier than during
the preceding year. Pricea have risen
during the past few months on lum-
ber, brick, structural stee)l, steal barm,
iron bars, rivets, cast iron pipe, coment,
ete. The increase in each instance has
been considerable.

{2) The amount of property acouDyu-
jated by an allen has mnothing to do
with hix right to vota. Not having tak-
en steps to become A citizen, he can-
not vote, Neither can his wife
«First White Child Bora In Oregon.

PORTLAND, Jan. 34—(To the Ed4il-
tor.)—Tha sistement that Mra Joss-
phine Rader, who died on January 16,
Is srld to e the first
white child born in Salem, {8 errone-
ous, If Mra. Rader was 08 at the timae
of her death she was born in 1843—
posalbly late in 1B45. There are threo
parsons with whom I have a peraonal
dogquaintanca who W¥ere born at tha
locality now known as FSalem befors
2848. Thelr names and addreszea are
us  follows: AMrs. Marian Campbell
Smith, born October 16, 1841, now liv-
ing in Portland, George FPhelps Hol-
man, born Februnry 6, 1542, now lving
in Salt Lakeé; Mr. Brewer, now living
in Long Beach, Cal., born Deocember §,
1547. He waa the son of Rev. Henry
Bridgeman Brewsr and his wife, Meth-
odiat mlsalonaries, who arrived at
Oregon City din June, 1840, A %gurth

on, now decessed, may be -
d, who antadates the birth of Mrs,
ar—M\rs  Fraoces Aurella Willson

1, who was born in Salem July 13,
847, CEORGE H. HIMES,

all

¥ear,

lLast Day of School Week.
Judge. ’
Teacher—This makes four timpes ks
had to punish you this week, -

{—Fm glad (Vs Friday

‘What have ¥ou (o say to that? Bobbie

™
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