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ENTENTE T0 REPLY,
ELAMING GERMANY

Wilson Absolved From
Pro-Teuton Leanings.

TERMS, HOWEVER, TO WAIT

Both Sides Embarrassed by
Secret Agreements.

LANSING RUMORS ARE RIFE

Washington Thinks Responsibility
for Fallure Will Be Put on Sec-
retary—Diplomats Say He
Gave Only Valld Reason.

BY JOHN CALLAN O'LAUGHLIN.,

WASHINGTON, Deec, 26.—{Special.)—
It ie sald hesre on high authority that
the allles will make & conciliatory an-
to the suggestions of
Prealdent Wilson.

They

AEWer peacs
will politely acknowledge the
humanitarian reasons which prompted
that steps be taken to
They will -place the
responsibility for the conflict on Ger-
many, each as its own interests dictate,
and will deciare tnelr willingnesa to
pass on the terms of the central pow-
ers when they shall be transmitted.

FFurther consultation mey caussa the
alliss to =et forth the terma upon which
they will ba prepared Lo enter upon ne-
gotiations. These are difficult to
mulate, however, and more embarrass-
ing to mmake public.

Conditlons May Embarass.

For examnple, Great Britain and Rus-
sian agreed the latter should scquire
Constantinopla as compensation for the
louses suffered during the war, The
agreement was not glven to the preas

him to urge
terminate the war.

for=

until conditiona compelled action.
Italy has an agreement with her

other sallleg covering Albania, which

may arouse Greeco. Thera may bhe

other understandings which will cause
the central powers to fight until they
are destroyed.

The same situation
econtral powars with reference to the
agresmentas betwean themselves, Tt
confidently expacted, therefore, that
neither side will stata itz terms with
tha explicitnesa which President Wil
eon has urged.

is true of the

FPropesal Belleved Free From Gulle.

The ontente allies
to act considerately
Wiliison's suggestion

have been moved

upon President
largely because
they have satizflag themselves that it
has no connection whatever with the
German proposal. They are convinced
that Mr. Wilson made & mistakes as to
tha time of communicating his note,
and they regard him as gulity of ex-
cesn of zeal In hia action, But (t means
s great deal to have the powers rea-
lize that ho did not act from any In-
terest in tlie success of Germany and
her allies.

The real reason for the dispatch
ths note ths allles sttribute to the
President fear that unless the war
should terminate the United States will
bo forced to break relations with Ger-
many on account of the operations of

of

German submarines, Four
cases In which submarine commanders |
torpedoed steamers in violation of
pledges made last Spring are naow
awaiting disposition by the President
and Secretery Lansing.

Submarine Crisis Tredicted.

The allies know as well as does the
President that Germans contem-
platse & comprehensive submarine cam-
palgn Iin the Spring.

the

further trouble for the United Stutcslmar
A

distinot

WILSON’S DINNER
IS ALL AMERICAN

DELICACIES SENT AS GIFTS AP-
PEAR ON TABLE.

President and His Wife Also Direct
Distribution of Gifts to Children
Across the Potomac.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 25 —President
Wilson concluded bhis Christmas cele-
bration at the Whita House tonight
with a dinnesr, at which he entertained
& largs group of relativea and friends.
It was an “all America™ dinner, with
delicacles from many parts of the coun-
try sent to the FPresldent as Christ-
Mas preseants.

After spending the mornipgs with
Joseph Josephine Cothran, s =smull
grandniece, and other relatives about
a huge Christmas tres In the Whits
House library, the President toock a
wallk through the resldential sectlon
of the city with MXMras, Wil=on, and 4!-
rected the distribution of candy and
toye to small children In Virginia, who
wave to hlin dally when he goes to
play golf.

The White House was deluged with
telegrams and lettars from &ll over the
United States and from abroad wish-
ing Mr. Willson & merry Christmas
Many of the messages spoke of hopa
for peace in Europe, Because Congress
Is in recess the Presidenl wiil have
few engagements during the remalnder
of the weesk.

SCANDINAVIA WANTS PEACE

Conference to Foster Negotiations
Sald to Be FPlanned.

BERLIN, Dec. 25, by wirelasa to Say-
vilie, N. Y.—The Overseas News Agency |
glves out the following regarding peace
reports:

“The Berne (Switzerland) Tageblatt
reports that the Scandipavian govern-
ments, according to rumor, will in the
immediate future hold a confersance In
order to foster peace nagotlation= by
common propositiona,

“Likewlse, the Neue Zuricher Zeltung
reports from The Hague that Holiand
will probably issue a mnote similiar to
that of Switzeriand.’”

FAKE RAFFLES CHARGED

Sald to Have Been De-
frauded of $7000 or $8000.

DENVER, Dec. 25.—Peollce tonight
were asked to search for a man known
ax M. L. Cox, who savera]l persons al-
legal, hnd defrauded them by conduct-
ing mumeraous [llicit “Christmas turkey
raffles,” but failled to furnish any tur-
keyn,

Winmers, 1t was said, received bogus
orders; At police headquarters it was
said” the reports Indicated between
27000 and $85000 had been sccured in
this manner,

PATRIOTS ABANDON DUEL

Frenchmen Declde Personal Affairs

Denverites

Have No Standing in War.
25. — A duel bstwaen
Frenchmen In war times would be a
real offense against patrlotism. BSuch
was the formal-'declarstion slgned to-
day by the s=conds of Deputy Adrien
Veber and Captalin Charlea Tisseyre, |
and the proposed encounter was u.h;;n-|
doned,

The two men had engaged in an ar-

PARIS, Dec.

gument in which a blow was sald to
have been astruck, a challenge fol-
lowing.

GOULD REBUILDS CHURCH

American Gives §100,000 for Work
in ¥rehch War Zone.

PARIS, Dec. 35.—Frank J. Gould, |
saye the Faris Herald, has Just gh‘un[
$100,000 for the rebuilding of the Eng-
lish Protestant Church at Malsons In

1 it
This will mcunll} .

There is an important English-Amer-

unless p hould com ¢olony at this place, mostly in-
eRCe shouild C a,

terested in thoroughbr acing ta-
The aliles are not surprised that hi; S oughbred racing sta

M €35,

Bwitzerland indorsed the Presldent's
pedch Ssuggestion. Nor will they be
surprised should other neutrals take

Iike action. Switzerland {s in constant
fear that Germany, to force the French
line, will march through a =trip of her
territory, just ms ahe did through Bel-
glum. Holland also is apprehensive of
invasion.

Scandinavian statea fear they may be

drawn Into the conflict at any moment

and there I= u strong German propa-

gnnda Iin Spain, and Spanish waters
iConclhided on Page 4. Column 3,)
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PROGRESS IN CHANNEL AND
BAR INFROVEMENTS BIG.
Muarked progreéss has besan made

In channel improvemeaent in both

the Willametts and Columbia

rivers during 1918, There Is now

a uniform depth in the river be-

tween Portland and the sea and

the mouth the Columbian
there !5 o depth of 40 feetl.

Work on the bar has
pushed steadily and the results
obtalined are most gratifying. The
channel at the mouth of the Co-
lumbia now ls consldered perma-
nent and, with adequate naviga-
tion alds in use, the largest ves-
sels. now cun enter the Columbia
with the greatent ease. The Jetity
work will be completed by next
Bummer.

The achlevements of the Port
of Portland and the GCovernment
engineers in river Improvements
will ba emphasized in the New
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FREE FEAST GOES BEGGING

Albany Restaurant Finds Only Five

Men “Broke” and Hungry.
ALBANY, Or., Dec. 235.—(Special)—

On the door of & local restaurant today
wus posted & notice that anyone who
was hungry and had no money could
have s Christmas dinner free of charge.

Cp to 6 o'clock tonight only five men
had taken advantuge of the oppor-
tunity.

AMERICANS  PLAY SANTA

Chamber of Commerce at Berlin
Remembers 1000 Children.

BERLIN, Dec. 25.—(By wireless to
Sayville, N, Y. )—The Americun Cham-
ber of Commerca Iin Berlin, says the
Overseas News Ageéncy, gave Christmas
presents to 1000 children in Berlin.

The American Ambassador, James W.
Gerard, and General von Kessel, com-
mander in Berlin, were present.

PORTUGAL TAKES CHARGE

Extensive Powers Given to War and

Economy Committees.

LISBON, via Paris. Dec. 25.—The
Cabinet has decided to create u war
commliites and & publlc economy com-
mittes.

Both bodles will have extensive maw-
ers. -

BARBER KILLS ONE;
DASH SAVES PORTER

Murderer’s Son,7,Sees
Shooting in Shop.

ATTEMPT ON NEGRO FAILS

Four Others Lose Lives in

Christmas Tragedies.

TRAIN HITS SPEEDER; 2 DIE

Wife of Longshoreman Found Dead
After Night's Drinking Orgy
With Husband—Astoria Cons

tractor Succambs o Iotel,

- R e |
CHRISTMAS TRAGEDIES IN
PORTLAND.

Barber Kllls Barber,

Wlillam A. Shaner, employe of
Morgan bullding barber shop,
shot and killed by Martin H. Me-
Call, formerly employed thers, at
10:30 A. M. in the barber shop.

Death Ends Drinking Bout.

Mrs. Thomas H. Nichols found
deag at 162 North Tenth strest at
8 A. M atfér night's drinking
orgy with her husband, a long-
shoremnan.

“Two on Speeder Killed,

Charles and John Losar, broth-
era, kilied when speedar on which
they were riding collided with
G.-W. B. & N. switch engine near
Troutdale about 10 A. M.

Contruactor Found Dead,

J. M. Galbralth,
tractor, found dead in his bed at
the Carlton Hotel. Death be-
Heved from natural causes.

Astoria con-
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Willlam A. Shamner, a barber em-
ployed In Murphy Brosa' barber shap.

| basement of the Morgan bufiding, was

shot mand instantly killed wyasterday
morning by Martin H. MeoCall, uru-th---r
barbar who had been discharged from
the same place on Saturday night. One
of the witnessea of the
MeCall's T-year-old son, Martin, Jr.

The slayer Ia sald to have blamed
Shaner for the loss of his position.

Shaner was at work shaving a patron,
C. Woosterveer, of 10301%
streot, when McCall entered, his little
son by his slde. At least ten patrons
wera in the chalrs of the shop. McCall
placed the bBoy In a seat snd went to
the chalr of a friend, Jess Farrin, ask-
ing for & halr cut and shave.

tragedy was

Grievance Alred
As Farrin worked,
iis

1
¥

to Friend.
MceCall talked of
griovance sagainst Bhaner. while
farrin tried to dissuade him from mak-
trouble. “You're good fellow,
3, sald MeCall, handing Farrin a
“and I hope you do well. No one
cun fizght the world slone. And I
double-crogsed if ever a fellow

= n

tip,
i
Wie
was™

MeCaull rose from the chalr, walked

(Conclude Page 172,
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WHOLE FAMILY IS
SLAIN WITH AXES

BODIES FOUND NEAR TABLE AR-
BANGED FOR CHRISTMAS,

Child Sleeping in Attic Escapes to
Alarm Nelghbors—Three Negroes
Captured as Suspects.

MINDEN, La, Dec. 25.—Nelghbors
summoned by a half-dressed little boy
of T ran to tha homes of Johm N.
Resves near here early today to find
thaet murderers had turned the house
into a slaughter pen. Reeves and hia
wife were dead, the man's skull
crushed by amn axe and the WwWoman
with a bullet hole through her head. An
1i-year-old boy, still clutching in his
arms his 1i-months’-o0ld brother, and
another of five, were batlered eand
chopped from axe strokes.

The children were carried to & hos-
pital at EBhreveport, where the eldaest
died. Their brother, who E=ave the
alarm, escaped becauge he was sleep-
ing in the attic. He had come down
early In the morning to look for his
Christmas pressnts when he saw what
sent him flying, terror-stricken, to the
next farmhouse.

A too]l chest In which Reeves is sald
to have boasted that he kept $4000 was
| found broken open, near a table on
which the parents had placed an array
of simple presents before retiring
Christmas eve.

Posses ssarched all through the day
for murderers. Threa heavlly-
shackled negroes were brought tonight
to the Minden jall What evidence
there ia against them has not been dis-

cloased.

WILSON TAKES UP DEFICIT

Congress to Be Addressed When
President Makes Up His Mind.

the

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25.~—Various
plans suggested for meeting the deficit
are being considered by FPresident Wil-
son and It was said today the IPresj-
dent might decide to addresa Congress
on the subject as soon s he made up
his mind how the revenues should be
ralsed.

Members of the XHouse ways =nd
means commiitea already have dis-
cussed the problem with Secretary Me-
Adoo and other Administration effl-
clals,

WIRE  FENCE DEADLY TO 2

Ranch ¥Mands Killed by OCurrent
From Broken Power Tine.

TULARE, Cal, Deec. 2I5~~John D.
AMello und Frank C. Ellva, ranch hands,
| ware shocked Lo death today by a wire
ranch fence carrying 11,000 volts of
electricity transmitied by & Mount
| Whitney Power & Electric Company
lru.-'.\'n:.- wire which had fallen across
Lthe fence and set the posts afire,

Mzanuel Godhine was seversly burned
when he atlempied to rescus his com-
! panions

/OBREGON TO TAKE FIELD

Minister of War May

Carranza’s

Puarsope Villa in Person.

MEXICO CITY, Dec. 25.—General Ob-
regon, Minlster of War, and General
Gonzales will have a meeting tomorrow
for the purpose 0( arranging army mat-
ters so that General Obregon may take
cormmmand in the north.

It i{s reported In well-informed clreles

TOMMY SWIVEL 15
SANTA T0 HUNDREDS

Poor Children’s Party
Great Success.

CHAMBER BECOMES PLAYROOM

Huge Christmas Tree, Music
and Games Are Enjoyed.

SPONSOR IS HAPPY MAN

Willing Aildes Help Entertain 325
Young Guests and Some Par-
ents—Afternoon of Fun
Follows Dinner.

Santa
iIf he may
Swivel.

At least that |s the opinlon 325 chil-
dren undcmbtc*!ly have, who were Tom-
my's guests in the Chamber of Com-!
merce dining room at his fifth annual
Christmas children'as party, yesterday.

Certainly, 1f Charleas Dickens should
come back from paradiss and stop over

laus may bde a myth, but even
be—we still have Tommy

in Portland, It is almost safe to bet
that he would rewrite hia Iimmortal
“Christmas Carol™ and put Tommy

Swivel into it—for Tommy and hia an-
punl party seem Just naturally to be-
iong there.

At first his Christmas party was a
small affalr, for a score or moure of chil-
dren, and wasa held In his room In the
old Commarcial Club, but he had such
n fine time watching tha littlea ones
enjoy themselvea that hes couldn’t be
greedy, =0 next time he invited smome
of his friends to help him on the recep-

SEARCHERS SEEK 2
MEN LOST IN SNOW

FOREST RANGERS IN THE ROGUE
RIVER ‘DISTRICT TO AID.

Commodore Fleming, Mail Carricr,

and Tom Rilea, of Oregon City,
Are Reported Missing.
GRANTS PASS, Or., Dec. 25.-—(Spe-

clal.)—A searching party Is belng or-
Eanized at Marlel, on the Lower Rogue
River, to start out at dayvlight
row mornlong to bhunt for Commodors
Fleming, mall carrier of the West Fork
and Agness route, and for Tom Rllea.
of Oregon City, ooth of whom are sup-
posed to be lost somewhere in the hills
along the trall.

Fleming Ieft Agness for West Fork

tomor-

Saturday - morning, and should have
reached West Fork that evening. He
has not been heard of since leaving

Mariel. There Is not a hablitation be-
tween that place and West Fork, a
distance of 22 miles, and it Is feared
that Fleming !s lost In the bheavy
ANOW.

Tom Rlilea left TWest
mallearrier Friday morning. belng en
routs from Oregon City Agmness to
spend Christmas with his father, who
Is postmaster there. J¥lo has not
heard from since leaving West
according to word recaived
cal forestry offlce today. Rlilea
was formerly employed with the Siskl-
Forest Service,

Fork after the

been
Fork,
at the lo-
here

you
There has been a heavy fall of snow
in the hills during th days=
and a man on the mountain trails could

easily go astray. Macdurt,

e past few

Supervisor

of the Siskiyvou forest, has notified all
the rangers along the Rogue to aid
in the search for the lost men. A
heavy snowfall marked Christmas day
weather In the Rogue River bhills,
though in the valley theo snow melted
as |t fell.

SHIP FLASHES CRY FOR AID

Steamship Maryland Sinking

and
Hurry Call for Help Is Sent,

NEW TYORK, Deec. 25.—The steam-
ship Maryland was reported sinking

tlon eommitise and got & bigzer crowd | 18te tonight In latitude 33 longitude
of children. 67. A wireless message plcked up

Now Tommy's friends look eagerly|Dere sald that the ecngine-room was
for an opportunity to gat into the re- |Tapidly being flooded and askesd that
peption commities and his list of chil- | #ld be sent to the vessel immediately
dren guests has grown to more thun The position given in the wireless

300,
Transpertation is FProvided,

Mras. Kate H. Magulre, of tha Wi~
dows" Pension Bureau, assisted Mr.
Swivel by finding for him the ¢hildren
who would neaed a Christmas entertain-
ment and in distributing emong them
the admittance cards to the party and
tha street car tickets that Mr. Bwlivel
had provided to transport them to and
from thes celebration.

SBome of the children,
poor peopls, refused to come unless
mother could come too, #0 Tommy In-
ciuded about a doren of these mothers
on his list, and each came up smiling
yvesterday leading a *“stalrway ™ of
children ranging from twelve years
down to a few months in soma cases

Tommy ordered a Christmas dinner
foY the 300 that was like an eplcure’'s
draam, and tha chef at the Chamber of
Commerce threw himself into ths spirit
of the day and performed wonders of
cookery.

Mrs. Maguirs brought ons woman
wheo had sald wistfully. when her chil-
dren wers invited:

“*A turkey dinner!
tasted turkey in 30 years!

In families of

My, 1

havan't

here that General Obregon will take| T "

the field personnlly agalnst Villa im- Bring ‘er onl sald Towmy, whow

mediately. | iConcluded on Fuge 7. Column 1.)
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NO REST FOR THE WICKED.
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message Is about 60 mlles southeast of
Nantucket shoals, or 360 miles
southeast of New York

Two steamships named Maryland are

cnsl-

lsted In the ritime Register. One
of these ia a B ish wvessel of 2962
tons, and the other is an American

ship of 1392 toms., The latter was last
repocted leaving Fhiladelphin Decem-
ber I3 for Liverpool or London

GERARD TO SEE KAISER

American

Ambassador to Sec

Fm-

peror Next Tuesday.

LONDON, Dec. 25.—Emperor Will
will glve special audience on Tue
to James W, Gerard the«
Ambassador, and to th !

Dr. A. DeCi
dam dispatch to
gsraph Company.
The Emperor and
Christmas day at

Empr

Potsdum
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RAILROADS AT HIGH
TIDE OF PROSPERITY

Net Income for 1916
Exceeds Billion.

STARTLING INCREASE SHOWN

Overburdened Lines in Easf
Get Cream of Business.

PEOPLE TRAVELING MORE

Total Passenger Receipts Expected
to Aggregate $700,000,000--Cap
Shortage Hans Prevented Still

Greater Increases,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25.—More than
$1.000,000,000 net Inmcome from opera-
tions was made by the railroads of the
country during

the year now closing.
The huge total Is the peak of pros+
perity 1In raliroad operations, =and

stands more than one-third higher than

the total of 1913, heretofore the bane

ner yeoar.

Statistios gathered by the Interstats
Commerce Commission, ror
nine months and for
caleuistion for the year, indi-
cate that the total met income from
operations will ba approximately
1,098,000,000, For L first nine
months

complete
made the basis

entire

o

of the year complete returns

show §785,508,266. Even this does not

represcent the full amount. as roads

whose Income 18 less than $1,000,000
dre mot Included.

Estimaie Is Conaervative.

The estimate—3$1,098,000,000—18 re-

Furded by officlals as conservative, It

makes no allowance for normal in-

creaxe in business during the last thres
months of the year—returns for which
are unavaliable—but places the incomas
for Odtober, November and December
at the same figures as for July, August

and September, Thera 18 no question,
officinls say, but thers will be an in-
crease, the only doubt Is as to ite sige.

Ansly=zis of the returns for the firat
nine months I Increase
T Janusry to September, amounting
mora than 67 per cent Thu

20Wa n startiir

to =

net

income In January, $64,915,286. had
mounted to $107.910,814 In September
Aan increass of ne $43,000,000

Somurce of Hevenue Analyzed.

For the first nine meonths of the Year,
the commission’s figures show that the
raliroads coliected =3,847 from all
sources of operation.

The chief {(tems

Freight 5.019 980

1.654.5

wers as follows:
passenger traf-
! $45,348,809;
059,474

13,907

561
buffet

mpanies in-

dining and CilI” servs

ice op tlion of hotels gnd restau-
rants, sale of vending privileges on
tralns and at statlons, parcel rooms at

stations, demurrage, storage of freight

and baggage, telegraph and telephone
wires leased to other companies, op-
eratlon of grain elevators, etc, $60,.-
414,697, and all other transportation

charges, $76.057,611

The last ftem embraces
parior car servico, frelg!
which has wvirtually an express serv-
fee; switching charges and operation of
special trains.

Expenses Measurably Inecreamed.

This total, wusing tha first nina
nont basis, will reach £33 800,-
D, the vyear clos officials

3 withoutdoubt will excsed
it Never hefore in 18 history of rail-
road operations have the roads had so
gEroeat a gross income.

ept pace with

pis ajthough

y he increased. From

a total of v 9 In January ex-
penses had increased to $203,235.3492 in
Sept approximate 11 per cent.
DPuri period receipts had in-
cr ed from $I60,054.306 to $324.954.-
301, approximately 25 pe cent. The
chilef items of expenze for the nine
months® perlod for which returns are

avallabla are as followa:

way

Maintenances of
of
06%; transportation

$46,679,422; mlsc

llaneous

expenses, |

ong, $19.904,769; general in-
iing administration, $61.489.438. All
ating expenses totaled §1,744,160,-
Milenge Is About 230,500,
On the same basis, the year's
penses wlill roximate $2.346.086

from

the

net revenue opsrations,
From Jast €
be deducted rail-
tax bill, approximately
bad debts—down on
tible revenue—ap-

a total of §156,-

leaving
$1.264.5673.512,

must

lgure,
however, the
anntual
i6, and

books as uncollec

the

proximating $965,838,
501,474
About

operatioc

230,500 miles of road were in
In the first months
total fell below 230,000; in the latter
part of the year it exceeded 230,000.
Using 230,000 s an averages, returns
show for every mile of road
country, the rxilroads
this year approximately
receiplis and a net Iln-
little more than 20 per
Eross,
with previous earnings,
rome for 1916 shows an {ncrease
of more than 5§52 per cent over the
fiscal of 19815; par cent over
1514, and 34 per cent over 1513,
Enastern Hoads Get Cream.
Wide divergence In recelpts among
the roads of wvarious sections is dis-
{Concluded on Page 2, Celumn 1.)

\j

the

iat
erated in
will receive
15,655 In gross
comea of $4774,
cent of the

Compared
net 1

ap-

the

Year &9




