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POWERS ASKED TO
GIVE PEACE TERMS

President Sends Note to Al
Belligerents That Basis of
) Discussion Be Found.

-
MEDIATION NOT OFFERED

Action, Taken Without Notice, Comes

n2 Surprise to Diplomats and
Is Said to Propose Only That
<‘. Soundings Be Taken.
(Cantinued From ¥First Page.)

since the German allies brought forth
their proposals to dispel the generally
prevalent belief that such an action
on the part of President Wilson would
be unacceptable to the entente pow-
€ers.

British Embassy officials declared
they wers utterly taken by surprise;
were wholly unable to explain it, and
were emphatic in their statement that
no exchanges whatever had passed
through the Embassy here as a pre-
liminary.

The wish and hope of the German
powers that President Wilson would
intercede in some way has long heen
known and has been conveyed in dif-
ferent ways to the White House. The
attitude of the entente allies as ex-
pressed by their statesmen, and cer-
tainly until recently in official ad-
vices to the American Government,
has been that a peace offer by the
United States would be considered al-
most the next thing to unfriendly.

President Admits Embarrassment.

All that, however, was before the
German allies of their own accord
brought forward their proposals for
discussions of peace. President Wil-
son specifically =ays in the notes he
is somewhat embarrassed in making
the suggestion at this particular time,
“because it may now seem to have
been prompted by a desire to play a
part in connection with the recent
overtures of the central powers.”

To the central powers the Presi-
dent says his action was in no way
“suggested"” by the Teutonic propos-
als, while to the entente allies he
says his note is “in no way associated
with them.” To both sets of bellig-
erents he says “he would have delayed
offering it until those overtures had
been answered but for the fact that
it also concerns the question of peace
and may thus be considéred in connee-
tion with other proposals which have
the same end in view."”

German Embassy Hopeful.

Diplomatists consider it incredible
that the President would bring for-
ward such & propesal at such a time
unless he had reason to believe it
would receive respectful consideration
at the hands of =ll the belligerents
and, above all, would not prejudice the
position of the United States as a pos-
sible mediator.

The German Embassy view, consist-
ently hopeful that proposals of the
central allies would lead to a discus-
sion of peace, was expressed in this
authorized statement by Count wvon
Bernstorff, the German Ambassador:

“Now," said he, “I am perfectly
convinced that there will be a con-
ference”

Roosevelt's Action Paralleled.

The nearest parallel in world his-
tory for President Wilson's action was
President Roosevelt’s move in 1905 to
end the war between Russia and Ja-
pan. But in that case the President
had been assured his proposal would
not be disagreeable to either of the
belligerents, and, curiously enough, it
was through Emperor William of
Germany that the preliminary sound-
ings crystallized into the suggestion
that President Roosevelt take the
steps.

Before that time President Roose-
velt had conferred with Count Cassini,
the Russian Ambassador here, and
with Mr. Takahira, the Japanese Min-
ister. In the Russian ecapital the
American Ambassador, George von L.
Meyer, had conversations with Count
Lamsdorff, the Russian Minister for
Foreign Affairs. In Tokio, American
Minister Griscom had conversations
with Count Komura, the Japanese Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs. The out-
come of all these preliminaries was
that President Roosevelt was assured
that he would not be humiliated by a
rejection of his action.

President’s Justification Seen.

Those in official circles who would
discuss the notes thought it worthy
of attention that President Wilson,
after saying his action had long been
in mind, added:

“The President can only beg that
his suggestion be considered entirely
an its own merits and as if it had been
made in other circumstances.”

The President looks forward in the
notes to the part the neutrals shall
take in assuring the future peace of

the world. He expresses  jus-
tification in “suggesting an im-
mediate opportunity for a com-

parison of views as to the terms
whick must precede those ultimate ar-
rangements for the peace of the world
which desire and in which the neu-

tral nations, as well as those at war, ! to have the peace of Europe restured,lthe President would have delayed of-
willingly would agree to such pro—lfering it until those overtures had
cedure. Neither does it make any dif- | been answered, but for the fact that

are ready to play their full respon-
sible part.”

Definite Statement Sought.

The objects which the belligerents
have in mind, the President pointed
out, are virtually the same as stated
in general terms to their people and
to the world, but yet the concrete oh-
jects of the war “have never been def-
initely stated.”

“Never yet,” he says, “have the au-
thoritative statesmen of either side
avowed the precise objects which
would, if attained, satisfv them and
their people that the war had been
fought out. The world has been left
to conjecture what definite results,
what actual exchange of guarantees,
what political or territorial changes
or readjustments, what stage of mili-
tary success even would bring the war
to an end.

“It may be,” continues the note,
“that peace is nearer than we know;
that the terms which the belligerents
on the one side and the other would
deemn it necessary to insist upon are
not so irreconcilable as some have
feared; that an interchange of views
would clear the way at least for con-
ference and make the permanent con-
cord of the nations a hope of the im-
mediate future—a concert of nations
immediately practicable.”

Note Long in Preparation.

There are indications that President
Wilson began preparation of his note
some time ago—probably even before
the German proposals came out—and

that of the offer of the central pow-
ers and the succeeding developments
made a more favorable gpportunity
for its presentation.

The fact that the President asks
first only a clarification of terms is
taken as indicating that he is not ex-
pecting an immediate conclusion. In
a war involving so many conflicting
interests, not only between the two
belligerent groups, but even between
nations of the same group, it is
realized that much time may be
needed even to bring about the mere
preliminaries of a conference. It is
desired, therefore, to clear away as
many of those preliminaries as pos-
sible, so that when a solution is near,
either by victory or exhaustion, not a
day of needless slaughter may be nec-
eSSaTY.

Note Put on Cables Tuesday.

Just when the note was finished has
not been disclosed, but it is known
that it went to the cables yesterday.
On Monday the higher officials of the
State Department were taken into the
President's confidence and the text
was sent to the public printer to make
copies for the diplomatic corps. The
fact that the note was completed not
later than Monday, and its dispatch
Tuesday, indicate that it was sent re-
gardless of anything that Liloyd
George might say.

Officials expect the note to be re-
ceived with general favor in Germany,
but many believe the real test will
come with its arrival in the entente
countries, where many influential per-
sons have feared and sought to pre-
vent any American intervention until
the military situation changed. From
the fact, however, that Lloyd George’s
reply to the central powers was milder
than generally had been expected, and
still left the way open for further ne-
gotiations, it is believed that the al-
lies will meet the present note in at
least a friendly spirit.

Germany Willing to Agree.

While German officials thoroughly
understand that President Wilson
made it clear that he was not in any
sense offering mediation to the
warring governments, it was declared
that, should the negotiations reach
that stage, Germany, being anxious

it was =aid,
is composed

ference to Germany,
whether the conference

of representatives of all the belliger-|

ents or just the coalitions.

So far as Germany is concerned,
the view held here is that she would
be perfeetly willing that a committee
of three, formed of a representative
of the central powers, a represenia-
tive of the entente and a represen-
tative of the United States should
hold preliminary discussions. The
main idea of Germany and her allies
is to get each set of belligerents into
direct personal communication with
the other. The meéthod is considered
of secondary importance.

The view prevails in German quar-
ters that all the belligerents will make
some definite statement in reply to
the United States. The very phrase-
ology of the American communication,
it is felt, calls for replies far more
definite than mere acknowledgements
of receipt.

Count von Bernstorff may discuss
the situation with Secretary Lansing
some time tomorrow.

Texis Begin Identically.

The notes to the belligerents are
prefaced with this instruction by Sec-
retary Lansing to the American Am-
bassadors presenting them:

“The President directs me to send
you the following communication to
be presented immediately to the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the gov-
ernment to which you are accredited,”

The texts of the notes themselves
then begin identically, as follows:

“The President of the United States
has instructed me to suggest to the
(here is inserted a designation aof the
government addressed) a course of
action with regard to the present war
which he hopes that the government
will take under consideration as sug-
gested in the most friendly spirit and
as coming not only from a friend, but
also as coming from the representa-
tive of a neutral nation whose inter-
ests have been nmost seriously affected
by the war and whose concern for its
early conclusion arises out of a mani-
fest necessity to determine how best
to safeguard those interests if the war
is to continue.™

Embarrassment Is Experienced.

At this point the texts vary. In the
notes to the Central Powers this para-
graph follows next:

“The suggestion which I am in-
structed to make the President has
Iéng’ had it in mind to offer. He is
somewhat embarrassed to offer it at
this particular time, beczuse it may
now seem to have been prompted by 2
desire to play a part in connection
with the recent overtures of the
central powers. It has, in fact, been
in no way suggested by them in its
origin and the President would have
delayed offering it until those over-
tures had been independently an-
swered but for the fact that it also
concerns the question of peace and
may best be considered in connection
with other proposals which have the
gsame end in view. The President can
only beg that his suggestion be con-
sidered entirely on its merits, and as
if it*had been made in other circum-
stances.”

In the note to the entente allies the
following paragraph takes the place
of the one just quoted:

“The suggestion which I am in-
structed to make, the President has
long had it in mind to offer. He is
somewhat embarrassed to offer it at
this particular time, because it may
now seem to have been prompted by
the recent overtures of the central
powers. It is, in fact, in no way as-
sociated with them in its origin and

it also concerns the question of peace
and may best be considered in con-
nection with other proposals which
have the same end in view. The Pres-
ident can only beg that his suggestion
be considered entirely on its own mer-
its and as if it had been made in other
circumstances.”

Avowal of Views Suggested.

Then all notes nroceed identically as
follows:

“The President suggests that an
sarly occasion be sought to call out
from all the nations now at war such
an avowal of their respective views as
to the terms upon which the war
might be concluded and the arrange-
ments which would be deemed satis-
factory as a guaranty against its re-
newal or the kindling of any similar
conflict in the future as would make
it possible frankly to compare them.
He is indifferent as_ to the means
taken to accomplish this. He would
be happy himself to serve, or even to
take the initiative in its accomplish-
ment in any way that might prove
acceptable, but he has no desire to
determine the method or the instru-
mentality. One way will he as ac-
ceptable to him as another if only the
great object he has in mind be at-
tained.

“He tu%es the liberty of calling
attention to the fact that the objects
which the statesmen of the belliger-
ents on both sides have in mind in this
war are virtually the same, as stated
in general terms to their own people
and to the world. Each side desires
to make the rights and privileges of
wenk peoples and small states as se-
cure against aggression or denial in
the future as the rights and privi-
leges of the great and powerful states
now at war., FEach wishes to be made
secure in the future, along with all
other nations and peoples, against
the recurrence of wars like this and
against aggression of selfish inter-
ference of any kind. Esach would be
jealous of the formation of any more
rival leagues to preserve an uncer-
tain balance of power amidst maulti-
plying suspicions, but each is ready
to consider the formation of a league
of nations te insure peace and justice
throughout the world. Before that
final step can be taken, however, each
deems it necessary first to settle the
issues of the present war upon terms
which will certainly safeguard the in-
dependence, the territorial integrity
and the political and commercial free-
I'dom of the nations involved.

United States Vitally Concerned.

“In the measures to be taken to se-
cure the future peace of the world the
people and Government of the United
States are as vitally and as directly
interested as the governments now at
war. Their interest, moreover, in the
means to be adopted to relieve the
smaller and weaker peoples of the
world of the peril of wrong and
| violence is as quick and ardent as that
|u!’ any other people or government.
lThey stand ready, and even eager, to
co-operate in the accomplishment of
| these ends, when the war is over, with
every influence and resource at their
command. But the war must first be
concluded. The terms upon which it
is to be concluded they are not at lib-
erty to suggest, but the President
does feel that it is his right and his
duty to point out their intimate inter-
ests in its conclusions, lest it should
presently be too late to accomplish
the greater things which lie beyond
its conclusion; lest the situation of
neutral nations, now exceedingly hard
to endure, be rendered altogether in-
tolerable, and lest, more than all, an
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The all-the-vear-round Christmas story, bubbling with merri-
ment; crowded with appealing “human-ness.”

- !, -
orip  In

Only Today and Till Saturday

His waist isn’t slim, but his smile is as
broad and warming as sunshine in
June, and his kindly heart is as big as
a washtub. He wins a pretty girl and
brings gladness to a little snowbound
village, and he makes a sad Christmas
bright. He is the jolly “knight of the

“The Traveling Salesman”

From the successful 'stage play of the same name, starring Frank McIntyre,
the original speaking stage “Traveling Salesman.”
is our offering today, tomorrow and Saturday. It will cheer you.

News,

Added Features: A funny new comedy and Selig

This dramatic comedy

Peoples

_ Alder Street at West Park.

i

Where

Merchandise of Merit

And Open Evenings Until 9 P. M.

Will YOU Do Your Xmas Sh

I's a Viital Question for you, and of Vital Importance o us.

THIS IS YOUR LOGICAL CHRISTMAS STORE

opping?

Only—Fair Prices—""Service with a Smile.”

Men's Suit Cases

These suitcases are of heavy

cowhide, made with sewed cor-

ners and straps, For $12.50.
Sub-Basement,

Men's Bag $12.50

Of cowhide, with sewed frame
and comners, leather lined and
fitted with pockets. For $12.50.

Sub-Basemenl.

Gillette Razor Set

In four styles, any one of which
would please a man’s fancy. In
white ivory cases, black leather
or green leather. For $4.59.

First Floor.
Shaving Sets, Mirrors

All of finest nickel, the most con-
venient and most acceptable of
gifts for a man. Prices 79¢c
to $7.50.

First Floor.

Automobile Robes

If he motors you cannot make a
mistake in choosing any one of
these handsome robes at $9.50
to $25.00. Or an Indian robe
for $5.75 to $11.50.

Fifth Floor.
Smoking Sets

Finest Imported Novelties
$5.00 four-picce set, of
brass and nickel.. .. .$2.50
$3.50 four-piece set, of
copper and nickel. . . . $1.75
$8.00 four-piece smokers’
set, of silver and Jbrass. $5.34
Sixth Floor.

Men’s Leather Gifts

—Most of them are things he would
like to own, yet will wait for someone
else to get for him. For instance:

Dressing Cases Card Cases
Cigar Cases Collar Bags
Coin Purses Memorandums
Bill Folds Fitted Bags

Suit Cases Military Brush Sets

First Floor.

The
Store

for Men

G Washington
& Jifth Sts.

Gifts for a Man’s Christmas
Quickly Selected—Muchly Appreciated
Smoking Jackels at $6.95

The finest of housecoats of two-tone cloth, with plaid
lining. Trimmed with silk braid and large silk frogs. In
oxford gray. navy., brown and wine.

Smoking Jackets $10.00

Of fine quality broadcloth, beautifully finished and trimmed.

New Silk Shirts $3.95

Made of fine tub silks, in smart colorings and stripe pat-
terns that will appeal to the fastidious man.

Leather Belts $1.00
The new Knothe brand
initial buckle.

Automobile Gauntlets $1.49

Of fine quality black cape. P. X. M. stitched, showing
the new folding cuff.

Scarfs of Imported Silks $1.35
Cravats of fine French and Italian silks and satins, in rich

colorings and beautiful patterns, made with wide, flow-
ing ends.

Initial Handkerchiefs $1.40 Box

Fine linen handkerchiefs packed six in a gift box, for $1.40,
or 25c each.
First Floor, Just Within W ashington Sireet Entrance.

leather belts with handsome

For Last-Minute Shoppers

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

SECOND FLOOR

Hundreds of Appropriate, Attractive Gifts
From 15c¢ to $2.00

Conveniently Arranged for Easy Selection.
Second Floor.
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The Christmas Store of 100,000 Gifts

SENSIBLE — PRACTICAL — SERVICEABLE — UNDERPRICED

Do Your

In this well-ventilated, roomy, light, underpriced store, where dependable, fresh stocks of
merchandise are offered at great inducements
Plenty of salespeople to serve you.

Do your Chnstmas shopping today—Great sales in

Handkerchiefs Boys’ Wear Men’s Wear
Underwear Stationery Hosiery
Housewares Children’s Wear Aprons
Toys Candy Dolls

BRING THE CHILDREN TO SEE SANTA CLAUS

O Try Our SPEC:.GI 25‘: Hot LuﬂC}l ;n the Basement (- | <D | | G (| G
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Christmas Shopping HERE

Plenty of appropriate gifts of all kinds.

Economy Basement.
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Andersen’s
Original
Victoria
Whipped Cream

Chocolates

FRANK & LUTCHER,

BRADY & OLIVER,
H. T. SHELLEY,

1 RAILWAY EXCHANGE CIGAR CO.

SIG SICHEL,

FRED FPETERS,

OUR OWN STORE,
Majeatic

For Sale by

Chamber of Commerce Ridg.
Yeon Bldg.

Board of Trade Bldg.

Railway Exchange Bldg.
Third and Washington
Sixth and Washington
West Park and Washington

85 Third Street
102 Fifth Street

Theater Bldg.

EXCURSION
FARES

between all points in Oregon
Washington and Idaho, for the

HOLIDAYS

CHRISTMAS NEW YEARS

NORTHERN PACIFIC RY.

Tickets on sale Dec. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
Return Limit Jan. 3, 1917

-

For rates, efe., apply to

City Ticket Office, 255 Morrison Street
Maln Z44—FPhones—A 1

A. D. CHARLTON, A. G. P. A, Portland, Ore.




