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PRICE TFIVE CENTS,

POWERS ASKED T0°
bIVE PEACE TERMS

President Sends Note fo
Al Belligerents.

DISCUSSION BASIS SOUGHT

Action Taken Without Notice
Amazes Entente and
German Diplomats.

gt

MEDIATION NOT OFFERED

Mr. Wilson Points Out He Is
Merely Proposing That

. Soundings Be Taken.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20.—Presi-
dent Wilson has appealed to all the
belligerents to discuss terms of peace.

‘Without actually proposing peace or
offering mediastion, the President has
sent formal notes to the governments
of all the warring nations suggesting
that “an early occasion be sought to
call out from the nations now at war
such an avowal of their respective
views as to the terms upon which the
war might be concluded and
rangemgents which would be
gatisfactory as a gusarantee against
its renewal or the kindling of any
similar conflict in the future, as would
make it possible frankly to compare
them."

the ar-
deemed

Action Taken Without Notice.

Wholly without notice and entirely
contrary to what Administration of-
ficials have described as his course,
the President last night dispatched
the notes to all the belligerents and

CHRISTMAS BONUS
PLAN STRIKES CITY

SEVERAL BIG CONCERNS WILL
REMEMBER EMPOYES.

Pacific Telephone Company,Standard
0Oil, Southern Pacific, General
Electric, Among Several.

Beven hundred Portland telephone
girls wlil have for Christmas a pres-
ent of added salary from the Pacific
States Telephone & Telegraph Com-

pany. All employes of the company,
1300 In mumber, will recelve & like
bonus, Those in service from three

months to one year will ba given two
weeks' salary and those employed more
than one year will get three weeks'
salary.

The Standard Oil Company announces
that beginning January 1 the employes
of the Standard will all go on an
sight-hour basis. Employes who work
by the day and whose wage [s less than
$2 will be advanced to $3. Those pald
by the month whose salaries are less
than $75 will be raised to that figure,
All other employves will receive an ad-
vance of per ceft in salarles. This
will affect several hundred employes

The Southern Pacific Company will
glve a bonus of 10 per cent of salaries
for the year to employes whossa pay
for the year, including the bonus, will
be $2500 or less. Several hundred rail-
road workers in Portland will benent.

The General Electric Company em-
ployes in this city will receive a bonus
of ‘10 per cent on ths month's earn-
Ings, confined to thosa who eara $2500
or less o year, Until further notice
another 10 per cent bonus will be added
to each monthly pay check.

The Northwestern Natlonal Bank
will hand each employe §25 with wishea
for a merry Christmas. The Hibernia
SBavings Bank will make thes usual
presents to all on its staff.

The Portland Geas & Coke Company
will give each of 1ta men box of
cigars and each girl a box of candy.

BRITAIN MAY BE BONE DRY

Absolute Prohibition of Manufacture

and Sale Sald to Be Decided.
LONDON, 21.—Tha newspapers
learn that the government s prepar-
ing measures for the future control of

o

Dec.

the production and sale of snlccholic
bevernges, which may go as far as ab-
solute prohibition. It is stated from

one source that it has already been de-
cided that, the manufacture and sale
of whisky in Scotiand will wirtually be
prohibited, and that this is likely to
be Tallowed by & similar step in Eng-
land and Walea

As regards Ireland 1t Is pald that
the government, from the firat of Jan-
uary, wiil take over the Irizsh distiller-
fes for the manufacture of munitions.

to all the neutrals for their informa-
tion. Summarized in the President’s
own words as contained in the notes,
his attitude is as follows:

“The President not proposing
peace; he i8 not even offering media-
tion. He is merely proposing that
soundings be taken in order that we
may learn, the neutral nations with
the belligerent, how near the haven
of peace may be for which all mankind
longs with an intense and increasing
longing. He helieves that the spirit
in which he speaks and the objects
which he seeks will be understood by
all concerned, and he confidently
hopes for a response which will bring |
a new light into the affairs of the
world.”

Notes Possibly at Destination.

This latest development in the rap-
idly moving world events toward a
discussion of peace was not permitted
to become known until tonight when
the notes were well on their way to
the American Ambassadors in the bel-
ligerent capitals and probably already
in the hands of some of them.

It was a most distinct surprise to
all official Washington, which had
been led to believe that with the for-
mal transmittal of the propaosals of
the Central Powers the offices of the
United States would await further |
moves hetween the belliperents them-
selves and that certainly, in view of
the speech of Premier Lloyd George
and the announcements in Russia,
France and Italy, further action by
neutrals would depend upon the next
careful and delicate moves of the bel-
ligerents.

is

Peace Prospect=s Improved.
The whole tenor of official opinions

throughout Washington, when the
President’s action became known, was
that it immeasurably improved the

prospects for some sort of exchange
looking toward an approach to peace
discussions between the belligerents
without impairing the position of the
United States should they finally be
unable to find a good ground on which
to approach one another.

At the White House no statement
whatever could be obtained as to
whether any of the powers even had
intimated how they would receive the
note, and therp was every indication
that the same careful secrecy which

ad prevented anything whatever be-
coming known about the President’s
action until it had been taken, would
surround any of the succeeding moves.

British Embassy Surprised.

Nowhere on the surface appears
any indication of the history-making
events which diplomatists generally
are convinced must have transpired

CONVICTS TO VISIT HOMES

North

Carolinn Governor to Farole

Trusties for Holidays.
RALEIGH, N. C.. Dec
may spend Christmas at
ties"” jn Neorth Carolina
prison camps will

20.—Ho they
“trus-
prisons and

ba paroled for threes

home,

days beginning next Sunday by Gov-
ernor Cralg. The convicts will be re-
gqulired only to glve thelr word of honor
thut they will return to the prisons by
noon, December 27,

Governor Craig last Christmas pa-
roled more than S00 prisoners under
similnr conditions and all reported to
the authoritiea st the time desipnated.

MAYOR’S GAVEL IS MISSING

JRelic of Dozen Years Mysteriously

Disappears for First Time.

An old mahogany gavel which
been wielded at Council meetings by
every Mayor in the last 123
mysteriounaly disappeared
Comancil Chamber. The was missed
yvesterduay at the regular Council
=ion. Apparently it has been
The gavel was talled prior the
administration Mayor Harry Lane
and has been the Jjob ever since.
is the time it haws

has

years has
from the
relle
AnE-
stolen.

Lo
of
on
This first disap-
peared.

NEW MACHINE GUN TESTED

Weapon Sd000
Minute Worked Electrically.

Thowing Pojectiles a

VALLEJO, Cal.. Dec. 28 —A centri-
fugal machine gun, said to throw 3000
projectiles a minute at an Initlal ve-

locity of 4000 fect a second, was tested
by naval authorities herp The
initial the rifle is
2000 feet per second.
The centrifugnl gun
wholly by electricity.

CHINA TO REMAIN NEUTRAL

Rumor of Preparations to Join En-

today.

velocity of Armmy

is operated

tente Denicd.

FPEKIN, Dec. 20.—Hsia Y! Ting, Vice-
Minister of Foreign Affalrs, appeared
before the lower of FParllament
today and anawered a rumor that China
wns preparing to join tha ontente,

He declared that China absolutely
was not considering entering the Euro-
pean struggle and that she would main-
tain the strictest neutrality.

TREATY RATIFIED BY DANES

Folkething Passes Bill for Sale of
West Indles.

COPENHAGEN, via London, Dec. 20.
—After a single reading the Folkething
today passed the bill ratifying the
trealy for the sale of the Danish West
Indles to the United States,

The vote was 80 In favor of and 18

house

against ratification. Five members

{Continued on Page 3, Column 1)

were absent,

LONDON LIKELY T0
REPLY THIS WEEK

Answer to Berlin Pro-
posal to Be Rushed.

WAY FOR PEAGE LEFT OPEN

Note Expected to Make Direct
Offer of Terms Possible.

UNITED ACTION EXPECTED

Lloyd George's Speech to Be Fol-

lowed in Main—Desire Is

o
Dispatch Note Before Christ-
mas—aAll Allies to Act.

LONDON, Dec. 20.—There Is a strong
probability that Great Britain's reply
to the German peace proposal might be
made before thri:y_xnax This
opinion In well-informed governmant
circles today, where it in also believed
the reply will be brieffand will 1 ¥y
follow the lines of Mr. Lioyd George's
maiden gpeech as Prims Ministar,
far as It will leave the door open

Germany to make concrate peace
posals

Great Britain's officinl reply to Ger-
many, as prominent officlals preferred
to term it. wiil be dispatched simul-
tuneously with that of her alllea

was the

inso~-
far

pro-

Note Cause of Many Touncils,
Ever

since the Gearman nota was
handed to the Forelgn Offilce by the
Amearican Ambassador it has besn the
subject of discusslon between Premier
Lloyd George and his cabinet council,
which meets dally. The note and the

nature of thée reply also have besn dis-
cusgad with Great Britain's alliea and
it statad that th conversations
have progressed o rapidly that prelim-
inary drafts have already been madea.

It would, therefore, not be surprising
if the sallies® reply were ready by Lthe
end.of the weoeik.
would this ba true Iip the ciase of Greal
Britaln's note, which the Prime Minister
is declared to be anxiocus 1o dispatch
without delay.

i "~

Note May Be Sent Direct.
When the term# of the note are defi-
nitely agreed upon and the document
is slgned by Lord Robert Cecll, who i=s

netilng Foreign Secretary in the ab-
sence of Mr. Balfour, it may be handed
to Ambassador Page with thes reguest
that he forward it te the 8 a De-

partment at Washington for transmis-
glon tp Germany. This is sald to be the
most likely method., Inasmuch ns
United States represents the allle
terests in Germany.
It s Sust possible,
Great Britain may desire to dispateh
the weply direct to the Britlsh Am
sador at Washington, with instructions
to turn it over to the Btats Deparment
A  dispatch to Reuter's Telegram
Company from Zurich says Information

5 the

in-

however,

that

i Cont ],'1_,1 ot Pape 17, Columu 4.)

i

|
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‘eral inches of snow

Especially, It Is said, |
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STORMS AND WRECK
HOLD BACK MAILS

ROTARY SNOWPLOWS BUSY IN
EASTERN OREGON.

Meacham Is in Grip of Storm and Is
Scene of Derailment, Tying Up
Traffic Several Hours.

LA GRANDE, Or., Dee. 20.—(Spe-
cigl.y—Storms in the East and two

boxcars off the track at Meacham tled
up transcontinental traffic this morn-
ing soveral hours.

Mail trains from the East are an
erage of 12 hours late each day, and
are azgoin tonight, but a stub train
ia being run into Portland as No. 19
tonight, The Meacham trouble Wwas
righted after about six hours and traf-
fle was running normally agaln by
noon except for trains which come to
division late from the East.

av

A seven-inch snowfall in Eastern
Oregon necessitated the presence of
two rotaries on the mountain tracks
most of last night and this morning.

PENDLETON, Or.,, Dec. 20.—(Spe-

clall)—With three feet of snow on the
und and snow still falling, Meacham
Is In the grip of a heavy storm. The
Etorm started yesterday and continued
throughout Inst night

A small freight train wreck at
Meacham caused a delny of many hours
in east and westbound trains. Sev-
f=ll at Pendleton
Iast night and this morning, but was
meltediby a Min this afternoon. The
wet snow heres caused many talephone
and electric light wires to break under
the wealght,

GUARDS’ PEOPLE TO GET AID

Appropriation for Familles of Sol-
diers Ready for President.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 20.—An
deficlency appropriantion bill,
approximately $4.500,000,
today by Housa and
to the President

It provides §4,

urgent
carrying
was passed |
Senate and sent
for approval.

250,000 for dependents
of National Guardasmen engaged In
Mexlcan border service; 2210000 for
FPhilndelphin, §37.000 for the Den-
and $35500 for the San Franclaco
mints, and %45,000 for the New York
Assay Office.

ADAMSON MEASURE WAITS

Attémpt to Continue Newlands Com-
mitiee Delayed by Holidays.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 10,.—Attempts to
obtaln action on the Adamson resolu.

the

ver,

tion to extend the life of the Newlands
rallroad commities, now Iinvestigating |
all! phases of the rallway sltuation,|
until January 7. 1918, wers abandoned
today.

They will be tnkean up after the holl-
day recess of Congress.

JAPAN DOUBTS SINCERITY

Forelgn Minister Motono Says Reply |

Will Await Consultations.
TORKIO, Dec. 20—Viscount J-intrwn-.'-.‘
Forelign Minister., today told members
of Parliament that he believes 1h.__.'
Garman peace proposal Incked sincer-
i and that Germany does not really
d » PERCE, |
added that Japan's renply to the |
proposal would bhe made

after consul- l

tation with her nilies.

TILTS ARISE OVER
MILITARY SYGTEM

Charge of Inefficiency
Rouses Congress.

SHARP CONTROVERSY LOOMS

General Scott Says Little Is
Expected of New Order.

RECRUITING COST CITED

Members of House Commlitice De-
claro Men Refused to Enllst Be-
cause of Assurance They Would

See No Active Service.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20,.—Sharp con-
troversy in Congress over the future
of ths National Guard !n the Federal
milltary systemn
day at hearings before committees
both the House and Senate.

Munjor-General Hugh L. Scott,
of siaff of the Army, encountered
vigorous cross-examination by saveral
members of the House military com-
mittee when he touched upon resnlts

was foreshadowed to-
of

chiet

of the mobllization of the state troopa
for border duty as shown In the Gen-
eral Staff report. Conclusions drawn
from the fgures to support the con-
tention that the. zuard system s In-
efficient and unreiiable Wwere Qques-
tioned.

47,000 of 95,000 Report,

When Ganera] Scott before tha House
commitiee guoted from the moblliiza-
tien report to show that out of an an-
rolied strength of 05,000 men in certalin
units of the Guard,
duty, only
uble for

417,000 actually were avalil-
the Federal eervice, Hepre-
sentative Anthony, of Kansas, asked
whether It was fair to judge the Na-
tional Guard system on a mobilization
of what was in reality tha old or-
Ennizsed militia, Reépresentatives Hull
and Greene joined in this view.

“Is it pot a fact," insisted Represen-
tative Greene, “that neither ths Na-
tional Guard nor the regular Army as
contemplated by the National defense
act of 1916 was in existence when the
border call came?™

New Plan Regarded Dublously.

General Scott admitted this was true,
as the act did not go Into effect unth
after the call was made.

He reiterated his opinlon,
that completion of
tion would producs
sujts,

Represantative Tilson.
cut, whe commanded
on the border,
men with
charged

however.
the new orgmantza-
littla better re-

of

a Guard

Conneoti-
regiment
asked If the order that
dependent famllles dis-
was ‘“‘got enough to disorga-
nize any m'.ftt-\:‘“,' orzanization.”™

“That order was izsued by the Beo-
retary of War-and I cannot discuss Its
merits,™ Scott said.
ined the Secreta

1 on Page 2,

ba

General He ex-

Inter thot

Columz
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'MAYOR SEIZES CAR
OF COAL FOR POOR

DIRE NECESSITY IS GIVEN AS

REASON FOR ACTION.

Prosecutor to Be Asked Whether Coal
Is Being Shipped Out to Keep
Up Prices.

DES MOINES, Dec. 20.—By order of
Mayor MacVicar today the police here
seized a carload of ccoal In the loca
yards of the Chicago & Northwestern
Eallroad. The Mayor announced thsat
the coal was 1o be dellvered to the poor.

The Mayor intormed the rallroad and
the owners of the coal that it had been
seized “by wvirtue of dire necessity and
in accordance with the law. ™

A cheak paying for the coal
prevailing wholesals rate was
| to the company.

Mayor MacVicar, in a statement, sald

at the
mailed

coal

he would place In the hands of the
County Attorney for presentation to
the grand jury evidence which, it is

alleged, pointa to a combination on the
part of the mine owners to ship coal

out of Polk County with the purpose

reading-rom
Car

the

and lavatories,
and a car fitted up for
forem tha crew.

a dining-
the use of

an of

U-BOAT SINKS BATTLESHIP

French Man-of-War Suffren Victim

of Submarine Attack.

BERLIN,
German

via Londaon, Diec

20.—A
torpedoed and sank
ship Suffren, accord-
slatement

SUDMAric
the French |
ing to an

o

at

offic

tonight. The statement reads:

"One of our submarines sank on No-
vember 236 by & Lo 2@do an enamy shij
of the line northwest of Lilabon. It was

the French battleship Suffren, reported
Jost with the entire crew by the ¥French
Admiralty on I ember 8™

TEMPERATURE IS VARIED

North; 78 Above In South.,
WASHINGTON, Dece. 20 A storm
over the Mississipp! Vallay playved
havoe today with temperatiurs normals
While it was 34 below zero at De
Lake, N. D,, the temperaturs st
veston, Tex,, mounted to 78 above, the

~1:.s-:h»‘:-:‘_ December reading on recard

IMmparature,
tgrooe,
southerly winda

an

—Maximum
mum, 41 4

raln;

!
| The Weather.
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MASKED ASSASSIN
SHOOTS MAIL GLERK

Nathan Hankin Called
to Door of Home.

BULLET FRACTURES FOREARM

“Your Time Has Come,” Says
Intruder as He Fires.

POLICE INVESTIGATE CLEW

of maintaining high prices here. Door Is Slammed Shut in Face of
- e === Assallant, Who Fires Through

NEW WORK TRAIN MODEL Wood and Hits Mark—O1t-

= ] Made Threats Reported.
Western Union Linemen Will Travel -~

With Every Convenience. ==

e B L Nathan Hankin, an employve In Posl-

EUGENE, Or., Det. 20.—(8peclal.)—|orfice Station E. ot Fifth snd Gl
Linemen in the employ of the Weatern | un streets, was shot Iast nigh In
Unjon Telegraph Company In Western | pia homa at 1312 Fast Fifteenth streets
Oregon will travel and live In Pullmen | xorth by 2 masked in who
cars in the future. The old work cars| u1led Mr. Hankin to the r and BB
have been discarded. The new model| ngunced that he had coms to lkfll him
work train put Into commission on the| Mr, Hankin tried to partal
It_‘o:m Bay branch of the Southern Pa- in the assassin's faoce, MmAan
cifie system consists of a sleeper, a fired t wigh th lia shot
smoker. a car fitted with a bathroom, t in M fore-

He

tanr Hosplte]l by
“;.'- 1ldstona
erts, 13

1
| tended

Whs s ha Good Samari-
Matarcycle Puatrolmen
and Bales. Dr, L. O. Rob-

Unlion oenws No

av

“Your lmie Hasn Come,” He Saym.
Mr, Hunkin, whose wifa Is visiting
in Austra was playing & phono-

graph wi ssaliant knocked on

Clew to Assassin Followwed,

tha back e e Mr. Han-
kin says th wa masked withh a
| white handker

“Your time hag com Mr., Hankin
enys tha Intrud tha
door apened. Th mark
of a .323-caliber bull the door. Aftes
the shooting Mr. Hankin walked to thas
| home f P. P. Morton, 1308 East Four
b'.-:s.-n'.':; streat North, and tha Mortona
| called ths polics and a physician
1
|

The buillet is helieved to have broken

his arm, althoygh the shot dld not pass
entirely through the llmb. The palice
Hankin Ras been threatsanesd

with wiolenca before,
| lett and Price early
| the trall of a
|=.- cted with the shooting.

The only possible ¢l
of the assassin =0 far

Detectives
night
believed

Mal-
were on

iAst

the

n con -

w to the

identity

covered by the

|
i?-“};r.‘n llea in Mr. Hankli statlemeant
Ltk he At outs with me of his=
H ativer, Mr. Hankin says he did not
recognize hia assajlant, ar ha no ren-
| son to believe that an Le anceo of
his was concerned In shooting.
Mr. Hankin 1 weparated from
{ his wife about & M Hankin has
their two child hes
I Half-Played Record on Machine.
| The police carefully scrutinized tha
pProemises wine the shooting took place
and found sach f M Hankin's
assertiona regarding the hooting wan
borne out hy

the evidencs

Cmn the phonrogr

said he
was pleyi & knook

n the do« ha record,
“God Bave the King. bullet hole
in the door rangoed siantwi indicat-
| Ing that the door was partly t when
|the ahot was [ired.
| Rridegroom of Day Attacied,
1 Two men WwWeare seen r 1z from
| the nelghborhood of the house about
the time of the shooting, and the po-
lice are trying to obtain a description
of the fugitives to asee I{ elther corre-
: with the meoeagor iescription
| & Mr. Hankin

James Rineh 13 IEasnt ¥Four-

| teenth street that two

| imen had is ayes
tai m Four-
| 14 and Alnsworth avenue,
||.- ar the scene of the atts el killl

| a1 Rinehart was 1T only ;
night and wWas retur to his hrid
whe the alleged hols occurred
The § e dublous concerning his
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. | me o onferencean CAgo coal
: 1a | o g facing a D t «anl .!.'.'1.1n'.
&l g : P : | to announced th wppeal for an
in oV r » i1 SOME Aditio:
§ | nuiex o " sddition. |\ quiry into the local situation had
: Oliver L. . 0. A student. drowns | been made to the Federal Trade Com-
. .t o Vags misnion
: Commercial and Marine, Rallroad men and coal dealers as-
11 al whaat Side lower, with inactive mar- | #erted today th they =aw some rellef
+1 ket T'ages 2 | for the shoriage, which serioualy
: F kr wstock market handicapprd @ heating of mome of the
* |~ by peacs reparts |18 - buildir in the city., in the fact
1 . the om] had begun to move into Chi-
: Iine lfts frelght embargo :rn-:_n mgain from the West Virginia
. | flelds
¢\ TFortland and Vicinly, | —_ ———
¢ | Christmans honus plan strikes cliy, Page 1
* hamber to st 11 hat aff indus- |
¢ | Cramuer te sty viie mat aftect tdus |GUARD IN MIDNIGHT MASS
:IMu'rrr-mnh lagislative dalegation will or- | —
.| gasnize tonight Pake 0. Celebration at Camp Wilton 1o Be
¢ | Belated shoppers charge on atores. Page § | W 4
% | Lumber prices «dvance $I a tnousand. | First of Kind Since Civil War.
L Fags 10,
* Christmap rusth congests Postoffice. Pags 18
¢ | Weltare Burean secia §15,000 In three dajys EAN ANTONIO, Tex., Dec. 20.—Mid-
:l Puage 11, night mass in o military camp will be
b | George H. Alden pralses sacrifice of Pligrim | celebrated at Camp Wilson her on
. fathers in sddress. Page 1?._ Christmas eve for the first time in this
: ‘LJII':L':‘Hm‘n_n perziat In franchise attempts country since tns Civil War, It {s said
% | City Councll orders co-operation to stop | The weventh Illinois Infantry, from
* 1 fipancinl leaks. Page & Chicago, 1s composed mostly of Roman
:{nuknd nssassin zhoots at mall clerk | Catholics, and the Revy. Father A.
! Bage_3 O'Hearn is chaplain
x ilom:nnnn: i.{:::’l‘}t“nr::-r hp.‘- r:pli;‘ﬂd. S BRGNS Bishop Shaw granted the dispenasn-
-—t—a—o o . .- - - - - - - e > +od ! Weather zeport. data and forecast. Page 24. | tion for the service,




