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Thirty-fiv- e escapes in six . months
among convicts who work in the open
sunshine! One of them a fellow who
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the paltry J100 he carried. What is
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reward that consists of state support
with greater pleasures and more "con
tent" ?

DENMARK WttLTAO TO SELI
News from Copenhagen that the sale

of the Danish West Indies to the
United States is in a fair way to be
ratified without recourse to a plebis
cite or to a general election, and that
the people have grown tired of the
question, indicates that early misun
derstandings have been cleared up. It
now seems that trouble and delay have
been caused not so much by funda
mental opposition to the sale of the
islands in Itself as by bad feeling en-
gendered by the manner in which the
subject was approached at the outset.

Copenhagen is under the impression
that our Department of State insisted
upon "absolute secrecy" in the early
negotiations. This was interpreted
literally by the representatives of the
Danish government, who went so far
as to deny formally that any negotia
tions for the sale of the islands were
in progress. This was followed a few
days later by the official announce
ment that the treaty had been framed.
These contradictory statements were
seized upon by the opposition as the
basis for attacks on the leaders of the
"government party. Charges of un
truthfulness to use the euphemistic
word for it were freely and hotly
made, and when words of this nature
are bandied about it is inevitable that

ng should be- engendered. It
was only to have been expected that
the merits of the sale should be lost
to sight in the ensuing debates, which
turned rather on morals and other
highly personal topics.

The "outs," in the nature of things.
took advantage of the opportunity to
start a campaign for new elections.
The government now appears to have
been confident of the outcome of an
election, so far as the sale was directly
concerned, but to have feared the pos-
sible outcome of an exciting campaign
at this time. Denmark is too close to
the European battlefield to look with
equanimity upon any event that would
be likely to involve discussion of topics
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even remotely allied to war. It ap-
pears that the interest of Germany in
the question has been greatly exag-
gerated, doubtless for local political
purposes. At any rate, the element in
Denmark that is presumed to take its
cue from Berlin has virtually aban-
doned opposition, according to latest
accounts.

.Possession of the islands by the
United States will be an important
factor in the control by the United
States of the Caribbean Sea. Entrance
to this body of water is now obtained
by three practical entrances. The
Windward Passage lies between Cuba
and Haiti and is under control of the
United States naval fetation at Guan--
tanamo tind by our protectorate at
Portau Prince. There is another
passage between Haiti and Porto Rico,
but we have a naval station on the
latter island. The Virgin Passage, the
remaining one, is commanded by the
islands now under negotiation. It is
for this reason that the United States
views with satisfaction the prospect of
early acceptance by Denmark of the
terms offered her.

MRS. FOREMAN'S CASE.
Mrs. Foreman is a stormy petrel of

socialism and anarchy; yet she insists
that the state which she hates and
would destroy has a duty to employ
her as a teacher of young children, its
future citizens. She was in constant
trouble in Columbia County, growing
out of her revolutionary propaganda
and rebellious and seditious conduct,
and lately she has been the center of
controversy in Coos County.

The Supreme Court of Oregon has
just had occasion to pass upon the case
of Mrs. Foreman. Dismissed as teacher.
she had sued a Columbia County school
district fbr back salary and had lost.
The news dispatch to The Oregonian,
reporting the Supreme Court's action,
has this paragraph:

In citing the- - reasons for dismissing the
teacher, the School Board alleged that she
taught her pupils "principles of anarchy
and disloyalty to their Government: among
other things, that the Government under
which they live 'is rotten to the core' and
that there is no God and that Jesus Christ
is not the Son of God."

The Supreme Court was convinced
that the. allegations were correct.
Doubtless the court would not insist
that Mrs. Foreman, or any teacher,
should have an orthodox view of
Christianity. It could have no con
cern with the religious views of
Mrs. Foreman, whether Christian, or
atheist, or infidel; but it could voice
its stern reprobation of any public in
structor who should seek to inculcate
shocking ideas of religion in her schol
ars. They have no place there.

The patriotic and intelligent citizens
of Columbia County were justly in-
dignant when they learned that the
public school was being made, by a
trouble-makin- g and disloyal teacher,
forum for treason and revolution. They
objected vigorously, as they should
have done. With some citizens the
reasonable duty of loyalty to the state
and fidelity to the flag rests lightly.
But they are few in number, fortu
nately for the republic. When the
schools become indifferent to the wel
fare of the Nation, and cease to regard
service to the state as a high and
honorable obligation, the American
people will be going down hill.

HARD WINTERS AM) HTEASANTS.
Indian George, the Hood River Sage,

predicts another hard Winter for 191 6- -
17. Indian George has survived a great
many Winters, hard and soft, and he
knows all the lore of the beasts and
birds, who are supposed to have
knowledge of Nature's innermost me
teorological secrets. It is said that the
Indian prophet last year foretold deep
snows and protracted cold weather. He
was right. Now the moss is rich on
the trees and there are billions of
acorns, and the bears are very fat, and
clearly the approaching six months are
going to be quite trying. It is possible,
of course, that the Hood River wise
man is mistaken. But we will back
him against any other weather sharp
anywhere. He knows as well what is
coming as any other human being.

Possibly it is the prospect of an
other dreary and killing Winter that
has made the pheasants so scarce just
now. Or possibly they are merely
fearful of the dreadful dawn of Octo
ber 1, when the open season for pheas
ants begins, and they have migrated.
On that terrible day ten thousand Ore
gon hunters take the field, and the
magnificent Oregon game bird has but
the meagerest chance for his life.

A well-kno- sportsman wrote
letter to The Oregonian yesterday,
calling attention to the great depletion
in the pheasant supply and ascribing it
to the hardships of last Winter. Doubt
less he is right. It may be also that
too many female birds were slain last
October quite by accident, of course,
for they are protected by law.

Clearly, legislation is needed to pro
tect and preserve the Mongolian
pheasant. He is a prized member of
Oregon's great game family and his
loss would be irreparable.

THE POLrrlCLVN-S-' I1E.SPA1R.
Mr. Hughes" manner of conducting

his campaign has put to confusion all
the old hands at politics, just as his
strength among the delegates to the
Republican convention confounded the
bosses who tried to prevent his nomi
nation. They would have regarded as
political suicide his denunciation of
the Adamson eight-ho-ur wage law, and
would have counseled a candidate to
skate gingerly around the edges of that
entire subject lest he alienate what
they call the labor vote.

Mr. Hughes refused to play the game
as they play it; - in fact, he does not
regard politics as a game. Therein
consists the radical difference between
him and the old-sty- le politician. The
latter shapes his course by expediency,
and professes any principle which he
thinks will win votes. By the same
rule, having got the votes and won, he
renounces principles which seem in-
expedient to him when in office, for
there is often a radical difference be-
tween the expediency of the candidate
and the expediency of the elect- -
Mr. Hughes regards his candidacy
as the advocacy of a cause and he
places duty- - and principle in place of
expediency. He cares for success in
his campaign only as the means of
enabling him to do his duty by ad
vancing his principles. If he were to
win the Presidency by preferring ex-
pediency to principle,- - he would con-
sider that he had in reality lost his
fight.

But events have proved that in ad-
hering strictly to principle, in telling
the truth, with confidence that the peo-
ple desired it and would ardently em-
brace it, Mr. Hughes has followed the
highest expediency. By tearing away
all the shallow pretence with which it
has been clothed, by exposing the real
motives of its enactment and by show-
ing the danger to our form of govern
ment and our liberties which arises
from extortion of legislation by force,
he has strengthened himself beyond
measure in the esteem of the people.
His boldness has won many admirers

among the thousands who are weary
of the shifty tricks of old-sty- le poli-
ticians.

But Mr. Hughes,, while courageous,
is not rash, for his methods are not
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Nobody should be deceived. A Wil-
son Democrat will not vote for Hughes,
and a Lincoln Republican will not voto
for Wilson. A. JOHNS.

HEAVY HUGHES BETTING AT 2 TO 1

Bat Wilson Men Are Holding Oft for
Better Odds.

(New Tork World (Dem.) Sept. 22.)
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bettors were by no means sny. mc-Qua- de

reported that tho proprietor of
a big uptown notei was tcuj w i""1-- ''

nn fton on Wilson at odds of 1 to 2 and
that he expected to execute this com
mission today.

Another curb broker bet I2B00 on
Wilson against $3000 and L. J. Stokes,
another curb broker, announced that If
the odds against Wilson snoum length-
en to as much as 2 to 1 ho was author-
ized to bot for one uptown interest
$100,000 at that price. Stokes doubted
that the odds against the President
would go to any such figure.

On the Cotton Exchange $5000 was
bet on Hughes against $2500. Generally
speaking. Wilson's backers were in-

clined to hold oft ln the hope that
Hughes followers ln their enthusiasm
might offer better than S to 1.

Although the final result in tho on

fight was still ln doubt, curb
brokers were offering odds of 10 to 9

that the former would defeat McCombs
for the United States Senatorshio.
Backers of McCombs were insisting
upon odds of 10 to 7.


