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ITALY 13 EXERTING
IT5 UTMOST EFFORT

Ambassador Page Says No
Nation Is Doing More in
Proportion to Strength.

VITAL INTEREST AT STAKE

Y.o=ses and
Fortitude;

Met . With
Surprised

Su}'l'vrlngs
Diplomat
That Any Other Impression

Should Gain Currency.

KEW YORRK, July 2.—~Thomas Nelson
Page, American Ambassador to Italy,
siiled on the steamship St. Paul yester-
day to return to his post. He asald, on
his departure, to an Associated Preap
répresentative:

“In reply to your question, which in-
dicates what I have so often remnearkoed,
the want of general information In
America as to the part which Italy has
taken in the struggle on the alde of the
allles, T would say that nothinz han
surprised me more than the idea to
which you refer that Italy has taken a
lesg active part than the other mem-
bhera of this alllance in the serious op-
¢rations of the war. -

“It is not for me to discuss elther
the policies or the parts that different
members of the alliance on either side
have plaved In this terrible contest, buot
certainly I can correct an impression
as erroneous ns that which I find quite
general In this country as to the jpoint
you mention, for the facta are no secret
rmong those who have had opportuni-
ties for knowing them.

Efforis Proportionate to Strength.

“I may not give my own oplnlon on
policies, but jtels certain that the Ital-
fan statesmen felt that the vital inter-
est of Italy demanded that she ashould
at whatever cost of blood and treasure,
take her stand with the allies, and that
on this depended not only her present
but her future It is alzo the convie-
tion of all who have had the opportu-
nity for observation that no couniry has
put forth greater efforts in proportion
1¢ her strength than Italy, or has met
the jo=ses and bormna the sufferings
which the war has caused with grcater
fortitude.

A glance at the map and even a ilttls
knowledge of the history of the rela-
tions between Italy and her chisf op-
ponent will show the extroordinary dif-
flculties which Italy has to surmount
to make e¢ven the least advance iu the
mountein reglon in which Austria
fixed the boundaries betwean them
when she turned Venice over to France

nfter the battie of Sadowa. NO more
difficult region to penetrate exlsts
along any front,
Nation Doing Ity Utmost.
“Of onée thing you meay be certain
Italy, like every other country in the

war, feels her vital interest—one might
say her very life—to be at stake, and
is putting forth overy effort that she
ta capabls of in the fight. Of her cour-
age and her endurance and fortitude
there can be no question if one con-
giders the history of Resorginmento,
than which there {8 no more glorious
puge in“the history of the world.

“It is not only the men, but the wom-

en of Italy, also, who are doing their
utmost. There is mot & woman in Italy,
o far as I know, of high or low de-
gree, who is not doing her part for
Jtaly. I do not belleve that there Is
& palace In Rome which 18 not now used
in some w in this work of mercy,

and as the King of Italy Is at the head
of his armies in the field, so his gra-
clous Queen leads Iin every good work
af relief and mercy, and with her, en-
gaged in the same work, s the Queen
Mother,

"WNatyrally, the American ladies have
been glad to render what aid they could
In rssisting In this work of mercy and

we have an excellent organization in
Rome known us the American Relief
Clasaring House for Italy, & brench of
the international organizsation which
receives and distributes ny and all
supplies which may be sent”
{Continued From First Page.)

reconatructed. The Freanch had erozsed,
firgt, the Somme Canal. then the Somma

RHive held s line approximately to

Altbert. wae then, with lines pre-
pared, that the British bombardment
beman. The French meanwhille were
bombarding the German lines wlith
equal intensity, but, as the shelling
had been steady for nine months, (t
wiis not so noticeable and did not at-
tract attention. The French were thus
ahle to prepare their part In the offen-
Eive In secret.
Defenders Are Swept Back.

At the prescribed hour of 7:30 yvester-
dny the troops surged out of the
trenches and over ground torn by shells
into the first line of German trenches,
or, rather, into the shallow furrow that
was left of the trenches,

The German: were unable to atand
against the elan of the French, who
pushed rapldly forward until they pen-
otrated three miles into the German
linea.

In their advance the French are tak-
ing the deep curves of the Somme Hiver
and the low-lying marshy ground along
the river. The greatest obstacle, they
met was the marshes of Frise, which
they overcame by pushing around on
both sidea and taking the position in
the rear. L

The advance so far achleved pats the
wheole German line south to Solssons
in danger, as the French are now woell
behind that part of the*German lne,
nnd a little more advance will leave
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WAR REPORTS |

British.
ONDON, July 33~~British general
headquarters tbnight reports as
fellows:

“Heavy lighting has taken place to-
day in the area between the Ancre and
the Homme, especlally about Fricourt
nnd La Boiselle.

*“Fricourt was captured by our
troops about 3 P, M. and remalns In
our hands, and some progresa has been
made east of the village.

“In the nelghborhood of La Bolselle
the enamy is offerlng stubborn resist-
ance, but our troops are making satis-
factory progress. A considerable quan-
tity of war material has fallen into our
hands, but detalls are not available.”

SO o

Italian.

2. —The text of today's
the Italian War

ROME, July
official statement by
Office is:

“Between the Adige and the Brenmta
we arse continuing our offensive vig-
crousiy. In the Vallarsa our Infantry
has begun an attnck on the lines
strongly held by the enemy betwoen
Zuegna Totyan and Fopplano.

“Cur artillery 1s shelling Fort Poss-
zacchio.

“On the Pasublo the enemy is offer-
ing stubborn resistance from his forti-
fled positions between Monte Spll and
Cosmagnon.

“Along the Posina-Astico lines we are
completing the conquest of Monte Majo
and have occupled the southern side of
Monte Zlugglo.

“In the trenches north of Pedescala
we attacked and drove out the enemy.
who left behind his arms and ammuni-
tion.

“On the Asiago
skirmishes with
enemy on the
Asas Valley,

“In the sector between Belz and
Monfalcone we brillilantly carried. some
more trenches and took 196 prisoners,
A counter atinck was repulsed with

we had
of the
of the

Piateau
detachments
northern side

BErenitl enemy losses,
“Enemy alreraft dropped bombs on
Marestica, and on varlons places in

lower Isonzo reglon. No one was killed,
Slight damnge was done.

Sunday's War Moves,

ALL through Saturday night the
great British and French offen-
sive, which began Saturday morning,
continued with jotensity and there was
no diminution in the battic on Bunday.

Both British and French war offices
report a «teady ndvance at cartain
polots, but speak also of formidable
German reslstance.

Fricourt, an. lmportant town thres
miles east of Albert, has fallen to tha
British arms. while the French have

taken Curlu, which lles to ths south-
east. The fighting at the southern éend
of the British line, where It Is In con-
tact with the Frenoh, is of the fiercast
nature, tremendous artillery activity
precedigg all iofantry atincks,

The rench have taken about 6003
prisoners, according to the Intest asti-
mates, while the PEritis though re-
porting the capture of 3500, later de-
clared that the estimates were oo Jow,
Owing to the nature of the battle {t is
not doubted that the casualtiss are ex-
ceedingly high,

—_—

if

Nowithstanding the terrific offonxive
agninst them in the Somme River re-
glon, the Germans have not ceased In
thelr efforts around Verdun, They have
hombarded several of the Verdun sac-
tors and have launched (nfantry nt-
tacks against the French ,tronches,
While Berlin declares that the Frenech
attacks agalinst the famous Thiaumont
work were repulsad by curiains of fire,
the French War Office announces that
this strategic position has been re-
captured.
—

In connesction with the operation now
going on, aerial activity was marked
Berlin reports that three British and
three French machines were brought
down within the German lines and that
four others also were shot down. The
British admit that three of their ma-
chines are missing.

Ty

Additional nsuccess s recorded by
Petrograd, the official communication
announcing that Austrian positions

west of Kolomes, in Gallota, ha been
taken by storm with the capture of
2000 prisoners. The Austro-Germans ip
Volhynia are making desperate coun-
ter-nttacks,

-

—
the Solssons position a sharp sallent In
thelr Jdine.

Meanwhile the allles’ pressure con-
tinues along the whole front from the
sen to Verdun, The extent of the Brit-
Ish attack ls steadily extending, while
the French pressure is particalarly
atrong between Soissons and Rhelms
and is putting the Germans at Solssons
in greater danger from hour to hour.

A noteworthy event of yvestarday was
the French attack at Verdun, retaking
Fort Thiaumont, while the dazed Crown
Prince was unable to dec!de whether
to attempt to continue the Verdun hart-
tle or to rush troops Lo the ald of his
comrades in the north. Bur the French
are thoroughly aware of what they are

doing. They harried ihe Crown Prince
out of Fort Thisumont, allowing him
no chance to succor the northern
anrmies. Thus there was a simultancous
French offensive at two widely sepa-
rated points on thelr lines

Double Drive Turmed Loose.

After coming slowly back to the last
line of the Verdun defenses, while
Paris waited anxlously for each fresh
communique, the French turned oose a
great drive in the north and at the
same time, starting from a *oe-holl et
Yerdun, surged forward there with in-
domitable wvalor and hurled back the
forces of the Crown Prince.

Parls today, with anxiaity suddenly
relinved, is almost a city of feta., Yes-
terday, while the news of the nffensive
was published both in England and
Amerlea, France wnas kept absolutely
in the dark, but today, with wvictory
crowning a day of brilliant fighting by
England and France, Fasis has been
told and, relieved of anxicty, walts In
pleased content

RABBIS URGE PENSIONS

MILLION DOLLAR FUND ADVOCATED
BEFORE CONFERENCE.

Religipus Week-Day Instruction by

Church Schools
Investignting Commission.

Advocated by

WILDWOOP, N J., July A pen-
glon fund of at least §1,600,000 for
the protection and support of sUperan-
nurted rabhls and other religious
workers was advocated by the commis.
gion of pensions In a report flled to-
day at the first business session hers
of the Central Conference of American
Rabbls, ’

The report from the commission on
religious and ethical instruction In reg-

-

ulir sehools submitted by Rabbl Wool-
sey, of Cleveland, was considered at
the evening =ession. The commities

wax 'appointed Inst year to study the
problem presented by Christian clergy-
men and organizations In the effort
introduce Bible study and religious
instruction in the publle schools of
the country The committes includes
Rahbl Johan B. Wise, of Portiand, Or.

The mnajority of the commities, It
was announced, favored the
tion of the sp-called Gary Dplan
cauge it “countenanced no aliance
tween church mnd state” and would
provide an opportunity “to drive out
every semblance of religion which has

be-
be-

crept Into the halis of the public
schools’

“with religion taught in our church
schools during the week,” thea report
said, ‘''the Inst excuse has been re-
moved for attempting to drag religion
inte our public schools Religious
week-dny instruction in church schools
f= the most ecffectlve way of bring-

ing about an absolute divorcement be-
tween church and state In the public

WAGE DEMAND REFUSED

ARBITRATE WITH EMPLOYES,

Ten Per Cent Addition te Pay Asked
by 12,000 Men on Maintenance
of Way Department,

BT. LOUIS, July 2—The Missouri Pa-
cific Rallway yesterday refused tagrant
any of the demands submitted by the
brotherhood of malpntenance of way
emploves, or to arbitrete ths matter.

Secretary of Labor Wilson was asked
by union officlals to send two Commis-
sloners to 5t Louils o mediate.

J. A, Petree, of Winston-Salem, N. C,
representative of the brolherhood, sald
the men asked n 10 per cent wage fif-
creaze for practically all the 12,000
employes of the malntenance of way
depurtment.

J. F. Murphy, general manager of the
railroad, sald that the brotharhood rep-
resented but 10 per cent of the main-
tenance of way employes, He sald that
four other unlons of maintenance of
way employves had demanded new con-
tracts. ,

The Missour! Pacifie employes who
belong to the brotherhood do not work
for the Missouri Paellic proper, but for
the Bt. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern,
which Is a part of the Missouri Paclfie
system. 3

4

"

Introduc- |

ALLIES RUSHING ON

British Take Fricourt, French
Add to Prisoners Captured.

-

STUBBORN DEFENSE MADE

Destruction by Artillery of German

First-Line Trenches Complete.

The Struggle Is Intense

and Complicated.

|
Page. ) |

{(Tantinued Froam ret

that some British wounded may al-
ready be in London. |

Prisoners are being brought in in
groups as they are gathered from the |
dugouts not destroyed by artillery
fire.

The destruction of six German sau-|
sage-shaped by |
British airmen early in the week evi- |
dently was a serious loss, as none has
been replaced. It was noticeable that
British aeroplanes greatly outnum-
bered the German machines,

The German official report general-
ly confirms the success of the first
day’s British operations, admitting
the withdrawal of the Germans from
their first-line trenches.

Britons Cuicily Eanthuslastiec.

The British public still displays the
same quiet, enthusiasm, determination
and confldence, fally underzstanding
that no great drive like that carried
out by the Russian commander, Ger
eral Brusslloff, is poasible against
depth, strength and formidably organ-
ized German front without great sac-
rifices and possible setbacks which
must be prepared for.

Many regretz are
Kitchener had not

observation balloons

heard thet Leord
lived to see tha r<.-|
sults of his work. This & the first
great battle In which th milltary |
legions he created are belng put to the |
test. Kitchener's armiea have virtually |

repinced the first small expeditionary
force sédnt out under Flield Marshal |
French, which had to sustain the earlier |

battlies of the war.
time that a great offensive has been
carried out under well organis=d, oco-
ordinated allled strategy. not on the
western front alone, but over the u'ho'w]
field of operations, and it ls felt that
the allied commanders have no inten-
tion to risk reckless sacrificez of life
for & mere spectacular advance.  One
correspondent writes: “There s no
longer any attempt to plerce as with a
knife, but a slow, continuous, method- |
ical push, leading to the day when the |
enemy's resistance will crumbie at some
points.”

It is also the Il:u'.l

BERLIN ADMITS RETIREMENT

Divisions Declared Withdrawn
Prepare Positions,

BERLIN, via London, July
great Anglo-French offensive
yesterday along a front of 2
the mnorth and wsouth of
Somme, the German official
issued today says the entente allled
troopa were successful In penetrating
the Geran first lins trenches gl several
points,

The German division defending these
trenches, it s added, had to be with-
drawn to other prepared positions.

From Gommecourt to La Bolselle, the |
communication says, the British and |
French sustained heavy losses and ob-
tained rio advantage worth mentioning.

GERMANS EAGER

Furious Attacks Inspired by Pres-
sure Elsewhere on Line.

10

2

In the
began
5 mlilas to
the River
piatament

AT VERDUN

PARIS, July 2.—The eagorness of the
Germans to finish thalr task at Verdun
la shewn by the furlous attacks de-
livered and the immedlate risks taken
by them during the past 45 hours
These atiacks culminated in the re-
cupture of the Thiaumont work, north-
east of Verdun. It was, however, only
a momentary gain for the Germans, as
the French soon rvetook the fortified
work, which has changed hands several

times and It now is in Frenth hands
French participation In the English
offensive elsewhere on the long front

was announced ofMicially last night. The
French gains in the first combata ware
highly gratifying. The effect of thia
offensive move on the altuation at
Verdun is being awalted eagerly,

The desire of the Germans for a
dacigive result at Verdun |= attributed
to the pressure on the enlire front from
¥pres to the Argonne, which is con-

50 SOUARE MILES
TAKEN BY ALLIES

Region of War’s Supreme Con-
test Is Falorable for Mil-
itary Movements.

NINE VILLAGES CAPTURED

L]

Speed of Advance Shows Perfection
of Artillery P:cpnmjnnu Ex=-
ceeding Anything Yet Done

Agninst Fleld Works.

PARIS, July 2.—Thes battle of the
Somme, now In full progress, marks
the opening of the Franco-British of-
fensive, long expected as a critical, If
not the declsive, stage of tha war.

Eurly reports today show that the
entents allied forces are swaaping for-
ward along a 25-mile front. The French
already have taken more than 5000
prisoners, while the allied llnes have
enveloped within the last 24 hours nine
villages and 60 square miles of French

territory held until now hy the Ger-
mans.
The theater aof operations for the

British forces runs between Gomme-
court, north of the River Ancre, Lo a
polint just neorth of thé Somme, while
the French attacked on both sides of
the Somme and southward  toward
RHove.

Battlefield Is Level Plateau.

Thus entente allled armies present
a fromt of 25 miles, with the British
on the left for 16 miles and the French
on the righ® for 10 miles,

The region of this suprems contest
is one favorable for military opera-
tions. . It virtually is all within the
Department of the Somme, which s a
level plateau of chalky formation.

The fighting linea extend between a
great number of small villages which
mre usually devoted to lextile Indus-
tries, while the ogutlying agricultural
sections are level fields, chiefly devoted
1o bheet culture for the extensxive sugar
production of France.

The intense bombardment of the Iast
four days wis the siznal for an ad-

-

vance over these level fields, beginning |
gt 7:30 o'clock yesterday morning. Theo|

entante allies' artillery then lengthened
the range 20 as to shut off all commu-
nication between the first German line
and the German reserve in the rear.

Allles' Plans Misinterpreted.

This made® it Impossible for the
Teutons to utilize thelr perfect organl-
zation for the shifting of troops and
for the bringing up of relnforcementa.
It is thought Yy French militkry ob-
servers that the Germans mi=calculated
the Intentions of the antente alllez and

expected the attacks farther to the
north.
The villages which the French cap-

tured In the first sweep Include Dom-
plarre, Becquincourt, Busasus and Fay,
and these and the towns taken by Lhe
British—Montauban and Mametr—wers
all found to have been strongly fortl-
fled by the Garmans.

The entente allles, profiting from
their experience In the war, quickly
threw up strong esarthworks
the villages thus taken, In order to
protect them against counter attacks,
It was not hefore night, however, that
the Germans ware able to dellver any
counter attack. This wnas centered
agninst the French position on the out-
skirts of Hardecourt, and it wnas re-
pulsed with heavy lopses, ending in o
precipitate rout., Throughout last night

the Wrench continued thelr drive, cap-
turing the villnge of Curlu, part of
which they already occupied, and

progressing scith of the Bommea be.

tween Hardecourt and Arssevillers,

Ground Strategically Imporiant.

in addition to the military successes
the terrain overrumn by the ententa
allles' troops has an axceptional strate-
kie importance. Four of the towns
capturad by the French are only seven
miies west of Peronne, the chief rafl
highway from the German conter nt
Caologne to the German fromt In the
region #f Noyon and Solasons,

The German headquarters is at St
Quentin, 25 miles southeast of Peronne,
Already the French forces threaten
Peronne, with tha svident purpose of
gutting the trunk railway there, which

is an indispensable artery for German
milltary reinforcemants.
The =speed of the advance of the

entente allled troops iz taken as show-
ing that the perfection of artillery
préeparations exceeded anything yet
in the destruction of feld works
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50 Miles
- per Hour!

The new Overland Series 75 B is
- smashing all power and speed
records for low priced cars.

Th_e motor is a wonder.

50 miles an hour is not its limit.

Nor is 20 to 25 miles unusual on a
gallon of gasoline.

Cantilever springs and 4-inch tires
insure riding comfort on the
toughest road you can find.

Come in and see the world’s
most powerful low priced car.
Overland Pacific, Inc.. Distributors.

Broadway at Davis St.
Phone Broadway 3535.

Complete equipmen
s-m.f‘rm‘ms
. The Willys-Overland Company, Toledo, Ohio .
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