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THE SELF-REVERSING FEESIDENT,

Presidont Wilson s holding out
longer against the reversal of his Mex.
fean policy than againat that of the
soveral other policies an which he has
pursued Kuropatkin tacties—that s,
changed front and advanced. But he
is coming around reluctantly and with
& wry face, using his utmost intellect-
ual agility to hids the faot that he is
completaly reverszing his position,

When Mr, Wilson was a candidate,
the impression was given out that he
had through long years meditated in
the solitude of his study en overy prob.
lemn of state and had formed conclu-
slons with an unerringiy =sccurate
mind. We were to see all the troubles
of the United Btates removed by this
master Intellpct. His declsions, reachad
baforchand, were to prova so sound
that no deviation from them was con-
celvable

He had not been in office a year
bafore he began to form new conclu-
@long directly contrary to thosa which
hs had announced in his campalgn
<apeechaos. Fiis plutform had pledged
him to the principle of Canal toll ex-
semption for coastwize vessels and ha
had renowed that pledge on the stump,
saying that his promises were "'not
maolasses to catch fllgs” Yet he de-
manded that Congress repeal the ex-
amption eclauss without considering
whether it was right or wrong, be-
causs some mysterious danger threat-
enad us nwith which he would not oth-
orwise know how to dsal He used
all the Influence of his high offica ta
bend Congresa to his will and he car-
ried throukh a shametful surrender of
our undoubted rights in response tn
forelgn threats which he dared not
define.

In his address to Congress in De-
cember, 1914, he scoffed ut the mwarn-
ing glven by the great war that our
Nationa] safety required ample pre-
parodness for defense, but A year later
the nepd of such preparedness wns the
chlef subject of his nddresa ' Hs wos
in spuch seemingly deap enrnest about
it that he made a ssries of speschss
upon It in thosa sgtates wheres the peo-
ple ware suppoesed to be lukewarm. But
he changed front agaln when he found
his party divided, and he finally sc-
capted a plan of Army increasse which
his own Secretary of War and his ex-
pert military advisers declared inade-
quate.

In his campnlgn spoenhes he de-
declared a tariff commission unnecks.
sary, aend throughout the first two
years of his term he adhered to that
position. He no asconer found the
press and the business communlity, as
représentad by the Unitad BStates
Chamber of Commerce, to be almost
unanimously in favor of & tariff com-
miasion than ha urged Congress to es-
tablish one. It (s due to his influenve
that provisions to that effect are to he
included in the new revenus bill.

By hia platform and by his position
a3 vice-president of tha Clvil Service
Reaform League he was pledzed to sup.
port and extend the merit system In
the clvil service. Heo has approved one
blll after another by which his party
mvithheld new officea from that stom
and withdrew old ones from it BY
his own action and that of his Cabinat
officars he has repeatedly viclated the
principls to which he was bound.

Heo has repe dly affirmed that he

would never |ntervene by armed foros
in Mexico, but ho hns once intervened
and withdrawn, he agnin intervensd
thresa months ago and he now seams

abhout to make open war on that coun-
try.

Mr. Wilson s the great self-re-
versing President and he has ma-
neuverad himself into o pesition swhere
his own utierances and uacts ara hia
geverast condemnation.

LIFE INSURANCE FIGUHES AMAZING.

Flgures that almost would challange
credullity If it were not that the statis-
tles are matters of record are pre-
santed in the review of the life Insur-

ance business In 1816. Thess figures
ahow that the protoective spirit has
Frown stronger year by yaar, thae ratio

of increase being fairiy unifor
In years of the country's depression,
and that In the United Siates nnd
Canadn in the calendar vear 1%15 the
huge sum of §73 00,000 was distrib-
uted by the “old ling"” [nsurance com-
panies. Thig sum includes death claims

1 axcept

pald, and alse payments for promium
savings and surrender yvajuoes and pay.
ments to annultnnts; The figures,
amasing as they are, even In an age

-

that makes light of a few clphers more
or less coming after a dollor mark, do
not seom &0 Biri g, however, as the
estimate of the n er of life insur-
ance pollcies in force at the

v

close of the yo Thera wWere mors
than 42,426,000 policies in all, accord-
ing to the estimate of the Insuranae
Pross, which means nearly half us

mahy polivies as there are tnhabitants
of the Unlted States. Of course. many
of the insured carry mors than ona
policy, but the number |s surprisingly
large, nevertheless,

It is polnled out, to give farce to the
comparison, that the amount distrib-
uted in the year s equal to 108 per
cent of all American loans and credits
gragited to Greiat Britain since ths he-
Elnning of tha European war and that
it is V0 per cent of tha American loans
and credils granted to Great Britaln,
France, Germany, Russia, three South
American ecountries, Jialy, Greecs,
Ewitzerland, Sweden, Norway and Can-
ada since the wWar began,

The same authority shows that the
business of the Iinsurance companles
] tly reflected Lhe Increase of em-
pityment that resulted when our war
trade became established. Not oniy
was theso & larger ratio of increase In
the number of new policies, but the
improvament of the general situation
was Seon In two other respects. The
“policy loan account’” showed a smaller
increase than in previcous years. For
1915 the increase was only $34,001,000,
to » total of §891, 852,000, This would

the Increass in the previous year, 1914,
had been 367,854,000, and for the year
before that the inorsase In the lomn
account had been 3$83.786,000. Thin
indicates that fower Dersons had felt
called on to "mortgage thelr life In-
surance,” ons of the straws ahowing
an easier feeling about money matiers
all around. In addition te that, thers
was a decrease of 70 per cent In ths
Increase of payments for “surrender
values,” - which pointsd in the same
direction.

Anothsr surprising conclusion drawn
from the same roview is that although
the American companies had written
large mmounts of Insurance in the
sountries now & war, the morislity
statistics for 191§ indieatad lttle, If
any, increase, go far as death payments
were concerned, over normal years of
pesaca.

800D WORE.

Oregon has czuss to be proud of the
speed with which the Natlonal Gusard
was moblilized at Camp Withycomba
and of tha enthusiesm displayed by
the Guardsmen from officers down
Tha call was recelved by Adjutant-
General White Sunday evening. In a
sense It was not a surprise. Hls of-
flce waa ready for it and, indeed, so
was svery company commander. The
word went forth, and the sasembling
of troops and eguipment began rapidly
but in an orderly manner. Wadnosday
evening mobllization was completad.
The state was ready to relingquish its
authority to the Govarnment. =~ It had
done everything that w=s toe be done.
We think tha matter should not rest
without & complimenfary word oon-
corning the efficlency emplayed by
Adjurant-General White and thoss un-
dar his command. Efficiency in this
case meant foresight, readiness and
executive ability. There I8 an Iim-
mense amount of detail in the moving
of 1200 men tp a mobllization camp.
But there wrs not a hiteh, No state
hus made a better record; probably
nons As good Adjutant-Genernl Whita
is a young man but he has proved his
capacity for his position in a way that
ought to bring racognition from the
Government,

INEXCUSABLE.

The stigma of the “hald-ups™ by
sight-seeing and rental cars on Colum-
bla Highway tripas clearly, falls upon
tha clty of Portlamd. Visitors who
makes the trip invariably know that
fraudulent exactions, such as =are
complained of, can be prevented by
municipal ordinance and that they are
prevented in well-governad cities.
The fact that clties do &3 a rule
legislate agalnst exorbitant auto-livery
charges makes It all the easler for ir-
responsible operators to graft upon
strangers. There exists a rellance upon
performancs of duty, & reliancs created
by almost unlversal custom. BOuangers
in our apparently well-ordered city re-
pose & confidence in authorities which
they find misplared,

The neglect of the City Commis-
slon to gafeguard strangers in thlis par.
ticular is a danger to the large Invest-
ment made by the public in the scenie
road. The highway was designed and
bullt in part a5 a tourist attraction, If iy
is not to be accessible except pt ex-
travagant cost, if it Is to bedoms &
maeans of sending away robbed and dis-
satisfled wvisitors, tourists will ulti-
mataly pass Portland by and go to
places swhere they are not plundered,

There 1a no good reason Wwhy the
peculinr ideas or unexplained motives

of Mr, Daly should prevent adoption o
the ordinance submitted by tha Cham.
ber of Commerce. Mr. Daly is but one
of five Commissioners. There Is no
brand of counellmanic couriesy which
justifies .tacit consent to the plgron-
holing of a mesasure essential to tha
cit¥'s good name. Four votes can pass
it and put It into effect Immaeadiately

ANOTHER BOURCE OF POTASH.
Although the war Iin Burope contin,
uos to bha reflectod in the scarcity of
many chemicals necesaary for the eco-
nomic and physical wellizre of Ameri-

cans, evidence multiplies that If the
confliet continues long encugh the dif-
ficulty now confronting us will ba in a
large measurs overcame. ©One of the
many (llustrations that may be men-
tioned is potash. For thls In ths

the United Statea has been virtually
dependent on Germany as Its source

of supply. Before the war broke out
thera had been seme cfforts by the
United States Government, througt
Departmant of Agriculture, to
late the production of potash
directions—by devalopment of
tain deposits in the Western states and
by exploitation of the great kelp
beds of the Paclfic Couast. But these
efforta were mere or less spasmedle
and for a gaod whilse they falled to
boear frult, It was not a business for
a man of lttle caplte], Tor obvlously
there was much experimenting to he
done, and, gas everyone knows, thers
have beéen reasons why larger caplital
should hesitats hefores embarking on
an extenslve entsrprise, Invalving risk
not only of lesing the money put In
through direct fallure, but of being
open to the chargs of *“‘oxploitation™
and of persecution on thosoe chargss in
the event that suceess crowned Lthe en-
terprise.

Then came the great war, and with
the demand for potash for usa In
certaln exploglves and Inflammables
Tising by leaps and bounds, the price
soared to unheard-of levels This
turned the seale in favor of tha effort
to develap the kelp heds, and resulted
directly in the perfeaction of mnachinery
for harvesting kelp on a glgantic scale.
Some milliong of dollars hava beean
put at the disposal of these profects,
and there geems to be A strong possi-
bility of their permansnecy. At least,
the industry is sald to De profitabls on
the basis of present prices, and it has
some ehance to establish itsalf against
competition such a5 may be expected
as one of the Inevitabile resulta of
PeAcCe.

However, another American sclentist
has contributed what may prove to be
nn even motre valuable chapter to the
history of poftash development. Dr.
F, G, Cottrell, formerly a professor at
the University of Callfornia and now
connested with the United States Bu-
reau of Mines, has discovered a prac-
tical method for precipltating salts of
potash from the fumes of cement
pilants. Thesa fumes formerly had
provsd a detriment to plant life in
the vicinity of the cement furnaces and
investigations had been ordered to de-
tearmine a way to continue making ce-
ment without putting the nelghboring
farmer sut of busingss The result Is
sald to have surprized even itz dis-
covager. Cament men hope to produce
as a hy-preduct of thelr industry with.
in a few years at least a fourth of the
entira amount of potssh formerly im-
ported into the United Ststes. This,
with the product of the kelp beds, if
they shall continue to justify develop-
ment, will make a large reduction In
the tribute we shall be called on te
pay to forelgn countries—chlefly Ger-
many—aftar the war.

It is a

two
cer-

eur own |

realizes the,nature of the after-war]
competition Americans will be ecailed
o8 to fuce, and makes op its mind to
act without reference to the demanda
of oblectors and demagoguess. Certain
forelgn interests, particuiariy thoss in
chemical lines, owe theilr past eo-
pPremacy to aid from thelr ewn gov-
ermments, only in part in the way of
subvantions but chlafly In the form of
legislation of & nature caloulated ta
develop industry at Zome and abroad
The things to be feared by new Amer.
ican industries after the war Include
“dumping” from sabroad, the stifling
of competition by underselling on the
purt of forelgn agencies that have the
suppaert of thelr governments in thelr
buslness policles and can therefore
held out indefinitely, and possidly low
prices dus otherwisa to naturml eco-
nomic conditions, If we shall! sdopt
the policy of strangling our new in-
dusiTies as moon as they begin to show
thair heads, while other governments
continue thelr practices of encouraging
enterprise and helping thefr citizens
to extend trade, our own peopls will
find themselvea weighted down by 2
handicap that they wwill hardiy be abls |
to overcoma. This Is troo of the new
potash indostry, and it is true of oth-
ers that have been suggestad and
stimuiated by conditions abroad. Thelr
pressnt temporRsy prosperity should
decelve no one Inte belleving they will
not heve a real fight en hand when
peace conditions have been restored. |
And to all intents and purposes their
actual infancy, in thes econemioc sonse,
will have only just begun.

FRUITS OF A FPOLICY OF WORDS,

The expacted ia happening In the
relations of the Unlited States to Mex-
lco. From thes day i{n the Summer of
18183 when President Wilson rejected
the recommendation of Ambassador
Heonry L. Wilson that the governmant
of Genara]l Huerta be recognized, our
relatiens with that gountry have
drifted towanrd the pressnt crisia, The
Oregonian gave warning then that this
pacific intervention in the Internal af.
falres of Mexico would lsad to annrchy
and ultimately to armed intervention
it was a logical deduction, obvious to
any mind which waa not clonded by
the drenms of pacifiam, by devotion to
party or by exnltation of Mr, Wilson
a5 a superman,
When the refusal to recognize Huerta
was anpounced, The Oregonian sald,
on August 3 1018;

Thare 15 much merit
tlon that we give mo
the Husria governm

to

helpful toward

prablem by maans of

ajection of =

| sponsible

residont

has bheem unw
recognition, i

"

weloome,
not only refused recog-
nition to Huerta; ook that
worthy's o

Imaans

short of t ve beer

prompti effective,
force. He thus justifie
eritielsm of his policy
by The Oregonlan on

The an hs which followed the tn.,
dormining of Huerta's power and
which continues to ¢ day was fore-
shadowad on Aug-
ust 19

The Oreg

28
of fir mey
rwwd

1al Intarventien
of

s.".l—-
an ultl-
anlute
elocomed
his pol.

When tha Presid eant
matum Husrta de 1
to our fieg, The Oregonia:
| an apparent access of vigor
fey and on April 19, 1614,

Errived to

But the President wmtoppe
with the gcecupation of Ve
returned to his ineffec :
methods by accepting the mediation of
the A-B-C powers in his efforts to
bring about a constitutional electlon
of a President In Mexico. On thils
point The Oregonian sald on April 28,
1814:

Fresident Wilsen'n polley
only constl
ba mads ef
T et

A

L

af

TeCOgN

find & way
gracefully without elther
or Imposing on this N
teaching a sem
establish and

mulntaln a demecracy,

When Becretary Bryvan announced
that no ssttlement By med fon would

ba accepted unless it Included the
eliminatiop of Huerta, the failure of
mediation became certain, On May 4,
1914, Tha Oregonion sald on thsat
point:

Mediatien unfer such cliroumstances can
bardly bzt fall What i AN B
the madintgrs fall te inds Huerta to go.

we arfe to drive him o'.::‘ E ce s .
When Mr. Wilkon ypefuned recognisne
Husria, ba estered upon & maze of d
tles and whati he accompanlied
of medistion by an
a WAy of sxcape from it
he abhors bloodabed, he
risk by his cbhdurasy.
Hilmination of Huorta was effected
not by the mediators but by the arms
of Villa and Obregon and, os had bean
foreseenn, the wviotarious chiafs saon
began te quarrel. That the rebals
would dbe divided Intp hostile camps
was forstold, and the result which fol-
lowed was thus foreshadowed on July

iz,
has Inc

Teaned

14, 181 4:

Pregldent '"Wilson's pollcy has Dot 7=
movad the danger of war: it bas only post-
veued 1hat danger sl lasursd (hai, If war
tomes, It wlill Be far more bloody and
lopg-continued thath 14 he had =scted de-

clalvaly af the oulset,

The war hetween Carranzo and Villa
begnn and prompted this comment on
November 12, 1914 when Vara Crus
was about to be evacuated:

The mnet result [of ocoupation of Vern
Crux] s elminztion of deheral Huarin
as ipdividual without elimlsstion of any
of thone evily Huerta wns sald to represent
In fact: condjtinns have ETown worse simss
Husriz's dowziall sand Moxico I8 now jin
s more piiiful state of chaps nzd misery
thag oY

With the prosscution of the fac-

tional war, things went from bdad to
warse, famine preyalled In Mexico

mnhsmm‘bm‘hﬁ

This is .

| more treacherous atinck at Carrisal,

isaders that, unlem & government sas
established, the Uur:-_! Siates would
do something, That warnlng gave oc-
casion for this comment on June ¥,
1816z

When the Presifent undsrmised the
stranigih of Husrin, he destzoyed the enly
Rops of bEringing tranguillity te Mexico
without outsids ald. He rodused the ree
publia to the altgrmative betwean the now
exieting anarchy and stasrvation on ths ons
hand and foreign intsrvention on ths other

hand. If tha United States docas not inler-
VeRe mow, 1t must o so as soOm Ay the
Buropssn war ecds or must permlit the

victor i thut war to Intesvena  The Pres-
ident lmpored this Quty upon uwe by hia
pacific Intervention. It cannst be escaped

It proved that the “something™
which the President would do was not
“forcibla intervention™ but “active

moral support'” This took the shape
first of the Pan-American conference,
Of this conference The Oregonian sald
on August 4, 19218:

1f the President's be to divids
responaibility with the Latin-American na«
tloos, he is oncs “more oun the wrong tack,
for that responsibiilty vestm and must con-
tinus to rest chiefly upon the United States

Then oame armed Intervention in
Haily, in marked contrast to pacific
intervention in Mexico, and on Sep-
tember §, 1915, 1t was pointed out that |
the ddifference between the chaos
which Trelgned in Mexico and the
peace which relgned In Haltl was "“dus
to the difference between watchful
walting and vigorous agtion.™

When Carranza 'was finally recos-
nlzed after having scorned all over-
turca of Mr. Wilsron and ths mediators,
this comment was made on October 9,
1615:

It is the latest, but not the final davelop.
ment in watchful walting. For If Carmanza,
boastful, unscrupulows, gurrulous and cow-
eydly, shall set up = Carransa governmont

&1 Maxico City, It cannot last, for Osrranza |

has little abllity and
will speedily pams om
and Madere unicss these shall Be somae-
ihing more thas wmoral suppoit frem the
United Statex

When on Maxvch 8, 1816, Villa ralded
Columbus and murdered American
citisens and soldiers, The Oregonian
desoribed the crime as “the lnevitable
result of our peisistent and inexcusa-
ble fallure to hold the Mexicans re-
for thelr outrigea upon
Americansg and thelr spoliation of
American property.” In contrast with
Mr. Wilsan's supine suhmission to in-
tolerable outrage, thia newspaper
placed the sending of a British armmy
to Abyasinla to rescue one Britlsh sub-
Ject from prison, and ramarked:

The Britlah wepe nol restrained from pro-
tecting a British subject by maudiln sen-

leas prestigs, and ha
to join Diax Hueria

timentality or mock heroles altout the
sacrad sall of Abymioia or the rights of
fts people to rum thelr affairs te sult
theamsalves

Mr. Wilson 414 send an army In
pursuit of Villa's bandits, but he hob-
bled it with a pretanse that Carranza
waos friendly, though Carranzsa's hostil-
ity was so apparent as not even to de-
celve the inmates of 8 home for de-
fectivea. The Presldent passed over
without & word the treacherous at-
tack on our troops at Parral by Car-
ranza’s soldlers. In face of an evan

the Administration stil]l talks of peace,
though every manly instinet should
prompt it to avengs the crime Wy de-
stroylng the whele murderous sham
which Carraneza miscalls a government.
Return to the day of “yapba™ and
ether home medicines Is suggested pa
a possibllity if the wer continues to
out off the supnply of highly spacialized
medicaments, with long, sciantific
names Those were the days whan the
patisnt did not feel he was getting his
money's worth unless he got a nause-
ous draught, and yet some pretty
husky members of soclety survived and
sccomplished wonders., It 1s a quea-
tion whether the war s not dolng peo-
ple a good turn in making some drugs
harder to obtaln.

The ona discordant nota in
Spillsbury story of the fight at Carrizal
is that the negroes of the Tenth Caval-
ry becames demaralized when thsir of-
ficers fell. It is not lke the negro
trooper 1o go Lo pléecea that way, He
la proud in uniform and backs up his
prids with wvalor.

In agreeing on 208 gallons of altco-
hol, 104 gallons of svhisky and fifty-
two gallons of other llquor as sufficlent
for the needs of any drugstore in =ix
montha, Seattls drugglists sti}l leave
open the guestion whether aleohol is
& medicine 'or a food.

the

The artillery Is the dandy arm of
the service. The Infantry does the
fighting, the cayalry the scouting,
while the battery boys do the killing
Four more companiss are nesded for
Oregon's quota.

It Is too early to talk sbout trads
compacts aftar the war. Not until a
grod deal more is known will it be-
come apparent exactly svhat the “en-
lightened self-interest” of the nations
is golng to be.

General Brussiloff's theory that It is
the army and not the territory of the
enemy that must be captured is not
mew In warfare, but If applied It prom.
ises to do its part in shortening the
W,

In the course of tims, evidence may
be found to connect somebody with the
Jennings and Ristman murders, but
just now the work of getting it pro-
ceeds siowly.

With the smasall white bean pelling
&t more than 9 cents wholesale, it is
not ton lite to plant some and take o
chance. Begans will be worth money
next Winter,

The Japanese who had to pay $5 for
scratching a match on an automobile
needs to familiarize himself with the
dry spots in Oregon.

A milk bottla In a junkshop is a
little more than incriminating evi-
dence, for milk bottlsa are not scld
with the milk.

Give John Barrett a roving commis,
sion to kesep Bouth Awmerics in line
John's oral ability is full of posaibil-
ities,

It is no use to pay it in Bummen-
tima by the calendar iIf the weathear
will not do its part.

There is something familar about
the warning again to Americans to
“leave Mexipo." ]

What Troop A needs Iz a few car-
lpads of broncs from the Malheur
ranges.

Necessary equipment for the home
fuards includes heavy woolen socks,

Etiil, there nre many ways of eh-
joying & flrecrackerioss Fowrth.!

Oregon has the m_& muobiliza-
tion.

JAFAN 1§ PECLARED '.m-\ w,'r

B, Takita Say» Reparted Ald te Onr-
ransza is Ridiculonaly 'M

PORTLAND, June 33—{To the BEdi-
tor.)—The latest Americap-Mexican ori-
sia bas agaln psrmitted German preas
agents and [[kowise jyelliow Journaillsia
to entangle Japan's name with It to fit
thelr own purposes. The dispatah that
reports Japan ls golng to ald Carranas
is ridiculously absurd. Ne doubt It
must have been aeifishly invented
somewhers over the Atlantic or by
amateur diplomats of the de faoto gov-
ornment across the wouthern boundary.
Japan has never committed herself
into war unlesg forced to do 30 Or Dar
vital interests are threatensd Intar-
ferance with Mexioan affalrs has never
necessarily besn forced upon har, who
has po close historical sud gecgraphi-
cal relations with thst semi- aivillzed
couniry except to protect har subjecis
ilving there, as well as of other na-
tions; and, while we have sympathy
toward the Unitsd States for having
such a restless people us meighbor, aa
wea have somatimes in the Orlent, our
country feels quite safe In the Far East
attending her own business. To help the
nllles ut battlieflelds, even which our
governmaent daciined aguinst thelr
wishes, will be more profitable te us,
when peaca is restored, than to give
useless attentlom to the Wastera Hem-

laipharea,
Moreover, Japan respects Monroe
Doctrine. Without overlooking Amaer-

{ean ausceptiblliity, Japaness atateaman
ceould mot put their eyes upon the
Amariean gontiment, it they had been
ambitipus—or rather avariclous. Nev-
erthaloss, since our historical friend-
linesa toward your Natlion was soma-
what wounded by unkind asctlons
arainat our countrymen in the neigh-
buring siate and matters have besn
shifted to diplomatic negotidtiona be-
tween “iasumigasek!™ and the White
Houpe, clamaorous rumors have I[re-
quently born without sny ecreditable
bivth records that Japan seeks a naval
base or conling station om the Msxican
const to prepare In the case Of wWar.
They only furnlshed some wilcked !deas
to the cartoons and soarcheadg of jour-
nals and then patusally vanlshed with-

out death records. Have You ever
imagined that MMexleo conquers the
United States snnd declare herself the

lender of republica, if Japan aided her?
Our country has too many affaira In
full handa In ths Far Orlent to listan
to such foolish remarks.
It Is true there ars some-~unfriendly
feclinga toward the loeal Japanesas
along the Coast. And it is this class of
people who has that feallng to whom
always Japanese armada er yollow
peril uppears in vislom by the false
alarm Butl the Japaness pecple, as o
whole, s convinced that this Is rece
problem and well content that time will
prove us good oltizens, if your husy
legisintors swill limit thelr action with-
in international trealy. Do ¥yYou e~
member what Japanesa of Vancouver,
B. (., 418 when the Eurrpean war broke
out? They have virtually forgotten the
unfriendly notion taken by Canadians
vears ngo and organized volunieers to
be some help Lo English force, It is the
same with our local countrymen in the
Paoifle states. Although nobody dreams
that present Americsn-Mexican situn-
tlon will enter into apy serious troubls
as Lo threaten your Natlon's Integrity,
local Japanecse will pot hasltats to Join
your Army, If such a case happans and
your Government permita It
Let 'smm blow the trumpet of fhlse
alarm: the walls of frisndshlp between
y na shall never fall,
TR . ’ B, TAKITA,
Manager Oregon Newa

TAXATION IS NOT THEORETICAL

Linocols Ceounty Assessor Favors Es-
tablishment of Definite Huase.
TOLEDO, Or., Juns 32—(To the Ed-
ftar.)—In the editorial column of The
Oregonian en June 17 I notice under
the headilne "To Prevent Tax Eating™
an article referring to the Bingham
law of 1218 mnd the ialtiative measure
Eotten out hy the Taxpayers' League
and indorsed by tha leglalative com-

mittes,

This proposed law ls only eorrect in
theory end it Ils not as Eood ea the
Hingham l&aw on accpunt of the restrie-
tion of the bLess for taxation to onpe
yvear in placa of two years nos allowed
by the BHingham law. ldght thinking
and thearetical sxperiments with the
cold-blooded and practioabls queation
of revenus have already ocost us
enough, Why ean we not get out of
f1tT Tazation s not a theoratical
question. Its problemns cannot be
solved from text books alome, but by
praciioal experience and common
gsense,

Tihls propased law falls- in that it
furnishes no Gase. The siate, county
or other taxing corporations thaj have
been sxtravagant or even Iliberal im
tax levying cap continus to do 50 up-
der elther law, but the tax-levying
bodlas that have been conmervative
and practical are the ones affected by
such legiasiation, oF In/ other words,
this law proposes Lo penalize tha prae-
ticnl, consarvative citizens and encour-
agen the waste of public funds by de-
signing and in many cases non-laxpay-
ing promotars.

Such
taxation, RS & taxing corporation,
whether its levies are miade by a com-
mission, levying board or by the peo-
pls direct, would hesitats to lower its
jevy, even I luss money were required
for that year, knowing that the next
year It could not add more than & psr
eent to the amount ralsed in the for-
mer yenr. This law not only sane-
tions high taxation where extravagant
lavies have been heretofore made, but
suggestion at least encourages
thesn extravagant levies by furnish-
ing & bnse that permits the continu-
ntion of these high leviegs by such fax-
levying bodlies,

No, ths itder may bs good, but this
plan wiil only bring diseppointment.
Why do we encourags tax laws that
induce extravagance and dupliclty?
Why not stand for and encourage reve-
nue laws that will not only permit but
will encourage open and asboveboard
honesty?

it peema to mo that such laws should
define or establish some sure and pate
base or per cent for each ualelﬁu pur-
pose, over and above which a tax
could not be levied, bringing the tolal
to » sure and definlte amount,
then, If thought necessary, a § per cent
tnerensa mbove this base, as lsaway,
could be allowed, glving taxing bodles
the privilage to usa it or Dol

- W. E. BALL,
Agsessor of Limncoln County.

by

Service as Hed Cross Nurse,
NEWFPORT, Or., June 20,—{(To the
Editor,)—€an you Inform me where I
can get bianks for application for serv-
fce as A Red Cross purse? T wish to
jlearn whether I am ellgible or m“f:,

Write n formal applivation ian your
own handwriting, addressing 1t to
American National Red Cross, 1634 H
street Northwest, Washington, D. C
Epecial forme are not required. Cor-
respondence with the superintemndent af
the Army Nurse Corps also should pro-
duce results

Beth Sentences Carrect.
COTTAGE GROVE, Or., Juns 33—
¢To the Editer)—To scottie a dispute
will you kindly state w or or mnot
tha fpllowing sentences ave correct:
“Several hours of waork was neces-

sary.™
“Thers wers necessarily weveral
fhours of work™
ONE OF DISPUTANTS
_Both ara correct. Elther "hours" ln

jaws as thess encourage high

——— —

——
Home, Church and Sunday Scheal Ars
Qpen, and Parechial Schoais sy Well.
WASHIOUGAL, Wash., June 2%.—(Ta
tha BEditor )—In a baccalsureats dellv-
aped by Rev. Father W. 0. Donnell and
reported in The Oregonian thg spoaler,
among other thinga, sald: “The think-
ing mean outside the chursh view wlith
EF¥ave anxisty the Irreliglon of thelr
ehildren. They sugsest pansces aiter
panacea. but all o ne purpese, because
in ths publie school religion cannot be
taught. The childron study nature. but
not the God of nature; Government, but
not him by whom rulers relgn. They
study the heroces of the world, the
statesmen, the warrlors, llberators, but
him, the mightiest In the word and
work, Jesus of Nasareth, they may not
study,”
There Ia ne use of lamentation over
the faot that religion cannot be taught
In the public schools, Thore are belter
places avallable—the home, the church,
the Sunday school HRellglon I a fine
thing and pessibly necessary for some
peopie. Education pertaining to other
noeds and acotivities in life are also
fine. Not only is such education fine,
but It is Imperative to the making of
reasoning, upright men and women.
Too much religion tends to bigotry and
fenaticlpm. Om the other hand, thera
cannot be too much general knowiledge.
Broad understanding expands the mar-
gin of thought, of sucoessful endeavor,
of llberality, of usefuinean.
When our forefathors, wise na they
wars, founded the publia school, they
saw that it was the one great panacea
for these {lls Inevitably accompaRying
& unlom of church and state But they
denied no man the right te embrace
auch seligiocs ideas sa he saw TiL They
gmanted him the privileage of teaching
the same in his family, in his ehurch, in
Sunday sochogls, This was guita suffl-
clent; or, if rellglonistas chaosea., they
might have thelr parochial schools,
paid for out of thelr pwn resources, Let
all religionists keep thelr instruction
within itsa proper sphare.
E PLACKETT,

Franchise in Schopl Elections.
PORTLANE, June 20.—(To¢o ths BEdl-
itor.)—(1) Is an alien who kas taken
out his first pavera aligibls to be slect-
¢d as School Director? (2) Can s wom-
an who owns no property in her own
name, merely having a dower right in
the home her husband pays taxen on,
legally vots at a wschool election? I
understand both cases clited were per-
mitted at thas last school ealection, and
contend. they are illegnl L. H. DXY.

Counse! for the Portland Eahool
Board holds that a persen who has tak-
aen out firat paperas and has the necep-
sary property and residential gquallifi-
cations is gqualified to votes for Echool
Director and, being gualified as an
elector, would be eligible to hold office
as Director, It is held by this authaor-
ity that the clitizenzhlp amendment to
the Oregon constitution recently adopt-
ed doas not affeect the status of school
eleotora. (2) No ither dower mnor
courtesy right bestows the franchise,
Disferal Cartoans Deprecated.

ROBEBURG, Or. Juna 23—(To the
Editor.)—Cartoons, sinca the days of
Tom Mast, have figured prominantly
in ths affairs of our Netlon and today
are playing a prominent part, I have
notioed of late that many cartoonists
are using the cartoon as & means of
ridiculing our Army and Navy. ] place
this cartooniat In the pame clusy as the
fanatic that stands om a “soap-box"
and dallvera an “oration™ agalinst
ting and Goverpment. Thess cartoon-
ista, in wmy mind, should recelve no
encouragement, £8r do they realize that
the nations of the world more guickly
recognize a cartoon of this nature than
one whigh tends te strengthion the Gov-
ernment of the United Statea’

A Eood, strong cartdon will reach
the peopie more quickly than an edito-
rial. Therefora, should we allow car-
taons of a damaging nature to be pub-
Hahed? BERT G. BATES.

In Other Days.

Twenty-five Years Ago.

Fram The Oregenias, Juns 24, 8.
New TYork, June 23.~—~Catharins Sin-
clair, widow of the tragedian Edwin
Forrest, died last week at the age of
ET. Although once known as the wife
of the famous atar and an actress her-
self of no mean. abllity, she dled in
comparative obscurity.

Joha R McLeaan denlea, in the Cin-

| einnati Enqulrer, that he is a candidate

for m seat in the United Stateas Senate.

R. EBeott, superintendent of the Fat
Stock Show, came in from Milwaukie
yeaterday sand ia at the Perkinas

Prince George of Groscs, who accofn-
panied the Czarowitch on his tour
around the werld, arrived in Ban Fran-
{ cie=o recently.

The ateamor Potter lesaves BSeattls
today for Fortland. She will bs pon-
voyed Ifrom Port Angeles by the steamer
Michigan, and will go fArst to Bonne-
viile o an exoursion rum and later to
Astoria and Fort Canby.

The commancament axercisas of the
claas of 188 were held yeaterday at the
high school. The gradnates are Helen
Willls, Hlvida Allman, Eda Brash, Ger-
trude Kirkley, T Henrl Labbe, BEiaa
Minor, Loulse Marrison, Amands Os-
mund, Allce Q. Officer, Hoeatrice €.
Swaln, Allco Wllson and Maximillan
Nicholas,

The actlon of the Council of BEast
Fortiand in granting to the Willamaeatte
Bridge Rallway Company franchisea to
apernte sirostocars Over & number of
streats on the East Elde has cauped
conalderable comment, much of it-un-
favorable. H, C Campball manager
for the company, WwWhen Interviewed
yestarday announced that the company

is Proposing to make numaercus Iim-
provements,
TUNNEL I8 AGAIN SUGGESTED

Resalt Wenld Be Like Moving Waab-
fagton Jouunty Inte PFertiand.
PORTLAND, Juns 33.—(To tha BEa-
itar.)—Julius Meler s vight In want-
ing an onay road from Tualatin FPlains
to Portland and Mr., Benson is eml-
nently correct in wanting Tarwilliger
boulevard made useful sa wall as or-
namebtal Howegver., I balieve the
roads from the divide In Southera
Portland to the busipDeas part of the
city ars now auflicient It Is easy to
come down from the 417 feet of the
elevation of the divide, but for loaded
vehjoles t0 got up there, whether som-
ing or meing, ia the real obhstacle to be
overcome, and this can be done by &
tunnel from Marquam Gulch to Tuala-

tin Pialna This would save climbing
foet, the eloevation at Sixth and
Eheridan streats, where the tunnal road
would bagin or end, balng about 200
feot.

| It is belleved the tunnel would mot
be more than T000 feet in length apd
that it could ke exeavated and :uﬁ-
bered for $400,000, while the earth eox-
eavaled would help to f0ll Marquam
Guich and this would sffectively and
superbly asoccomplish the great publie
need Intended to be affacted by the pro-
posal of Mr, Meler. Ths cost should
be divided between the state, the coun*
ty, the city and the property specially
benefited,

The coat of a
g6t the length
tunnel would be
result would be

T
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preliminary survey to
and grade of such a
inconsiderable and the
ilke moving Washing-

ton County into this city. Thia pro-
posal is not nsw, hut it Is a good one.
OBSERVER.

Name of Spealier of Hounso.
BFLVEER LAKE, Wash,, June 13.—(To
tha Editor.)-—What is the name of tha
Speaaker of the House of Represanta-
tivas at Washingion? SUBSCRIDER.

Champ Clark.
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Mobilization of Oregon Troops
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to sail over Holland?
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Yours may be in the lot.

HERBERT KA
you belisve in the

of Bill Donshey's fertile brain
loon ride. Enjoy the fun with

Staff photographera of The Oregonian secured axcellent pictures
of the Oregon guard=men in various interesting poses incident to
the mobilization at Camp Withycombe this week,

A whole page of thess photographs will be printed in The Sun-
Up-to-the-minute stories will tell of the
activities of the men at the camp—what they do, what they say and
how they are living on the eve of their departure for probable war-

DEPARTURE OF SECOND OREGON RECALLED-The present
preparations for action on the part of the Third Oregon recall the

A complete review of these stirring in-
cidents has been prepared by & gifted writer, who was a member
A number of pictures taken at that time

WHO OWNS THE SKY7?7—This is a question that the present war in
Europa has brought sharply into tha foreground and one that the
civilized nations of the world soon must answer,
British airships to fly over S8wiss territory, or for German Zepps

Read an interesting, illustrated discussion

NAVAL TRAINING FOR CIVILIANS—Uncle Sam has mads consid-
erable progress in traiming his civilian population for defensive
duty on land in the last year, but now he proposes to train a con-
siderabls portion of the population for work at sea.
Oregonian will tell of the plana.

THE IRON CLAW-—Arthur Stringer’s sensational story is still run-
ning in The Sunday Oregonian and in the metion-picturs thesters

The 18th episode appears tomorrow.

NEW ASTRONOMICAL DISCOVERIES—Those celestial explorers—
the astronomers—always are busy. Recent discoveries that they

about them temorrow—alse see pictures of their apparatus.
AZTEC CLUB NUMBERS MAN
war with Mexico have brought into new prominence the activities
of the Aztec Club, an orgunization compased of veterans of the
first Mexican war. Many prominent men have been included in it
membership. A story and picture describing them will appear to-

NEEDED, SAYS ZAPP—The recent naval battle
on the North Sea has proved a puzzler for Birsky and Zapp, What's
needed is & scorer, they say, and in Montague Glass’ original way
of expressing it, they will present their views to Oregonisn readers

THREE MORE TEMPLE PICTURES—That's sbout all that's nesces.

SUMMER RESORT NEWS—Now, that the public schools haya closed,
hundreds of people from Portland and other Oregon cities are
flocking to the vgcation resorts. The Oregonian tomorrow will give
the latest news of the beaches and mountains.

"THE UPPER YUKON—Frank G. Carpentsr now describes the en-
chanting country along tha headwaters of Alaska's greatest river.

g pictures accompany the story.

PAGE OF POEMS—Another group of favorites will appear tomorrow.

'MAN'S PAGE—Are you a Kaufman dl_u:ﬂe? Do
he Haufman brand of philosophy? Read Eauf-

man page in the Sunday paper and begpmae conv
THE TEENIE WEENIES—Just think what

OTHER SUNDAY SPECIALTIES—Sports,

in getting ready for the trip to the
Is it lawful for

Tomorvow's
Pictures will be shown.

worlds heretofore unknown.

Y NOTABLES—The prospeectas for

these whimsical creatures
are doing!
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