CEASE REPRISAL, 15
DEMAND ON BRITAIN

German Foreign Secretary De-

clares Provocation for
Blockade |Is Ended.

SIR EDWARD GREY JUOTED

‘British Declared

Justice of

Foreign
Admitted

Minister

to llave
Neutral

cerning

Complainis Con-

Sc¢a Scizures.

T Germany
16.—Gotilisb
Fareign AL

LTS, in an

intarview today made the Tirst statle-
ment since o ng of the Ameri-
<an crisis, speaking nt length of the
phass of the recent controversy deal-

ing with the British bloec

I asked the secretary whether Ameri-
¢ans should consider the submarine war
ap formerly conducted as n reprisal
sneninst the blockade or the blockade
ns g reprisal sgainst 1'|n‘~=|iuln:un|e
war, as ithe British had contended.

Better Test Than Priority Asseried.

‘““here ia n
which can ¢ actcuritely
retalintion,” replied He von Jagow,
“and that is by applyinz the test of
priority But this is complicated by
the problem uas to whether or not one
i to consider the anouncement of the
ministers as the beginning of the
miethod of warfare.

“It s a question I can afford to
walve, for I am confident that the
vardict of history when all the evi-
dence is gathered and weighed will be
in “msur favor. But there Is another
test. The word reprisal contains im-
pliedly a promiss thnt when the evil
in redressad against which the reprisal
i8 directed the reprisal shall im-
mediately., This Implication is the ac-
cepled basis In the milltary conduct
of war.

method of determining

conslderad

calse

Canes in Present War Cited.

*“For

instance, In Morbihan, France,

oners were made to lve
ed and unlighted quarters

French prisoners at Fried-
ar Wesel, wore made to
ame treatment. In three

8, I am glad to say, the conditions
Morbihan were rectified and the
ench at Wesel again had their

warmth and Hiluvmination.

1 could multiply these {instances.
Take the cnse of ovr captured sub-
marine crews in England to whom the
honorpble treatment pri=oners

dus to

of war was rofused. Thirty British
officers In German prison camps were
thereupon handled in the same spircit,

but when the submarine men recelved
their rights the British werse Immedi-
tored to their former standing.
s instances bring out the axiom

reprisal, when it Is exercised
the agninst which it was
directed been redressed, ceases to
be o reprisal and becomea an atrocity.
1f this s true in nffocting only
membera of organized milltary forces,

that n
nfter evil

has

cases

how much more true it becomes when
the reprisala affect noncombatants
and neutrals! All the more then s an

implicit promise contalned in the word
reprisal.
“Fortunately
Fintement of it
ermment
ment as

we

not

the
his

have an
only by our gov-
British govern-
memorandum to

explicit

but by
welt In

the United States fn thse Wilhelmina
case, dated Fabruary 1%, 1915 Sir 2d-
word Grey saild:

“"Faced with

this situation, his
maiesty’s government consider that it
would be altogether unreasonable that
Britain and her allles should be ex-
pectod to remain Indefinitely bound,
to tha_~l;' Erave detriment, by rules and
principles of which they ognize the
Justice {f impartially observed as be-
tweon helligerents, but which are at
tha present moment openly set at de-
finnce by their enemy,
Food Declaration Quoted.
“'If therefors his majesty’'s govern-
ment zhould hereufter T

eel constrain-
T

ed to declnre foodstuffs o Iute con-
traband or to take other measures for
interfering with Germany's trade by

way of ¢
pect that &
lenged on

fleals, they confldently ex-
uch uctlon will not be chal-
the part of neutral states
by appea to laws &and usages of war
whosge validity rests on their formir
an Integral part of that international
doctrin

which, as a

whole, thelr en-
emy frankly boasts the 1ibe and in-
lantion to disregard, so long such
neutral states cannot compel the CGer-
man government to abandon methods

0of warfare which have not In recent
history been regarded as having the
on of either 1aw or humanity.®

days previously, in the Ger-
man note of Feb, 16, 1916, to the I'nit-
ed States, dea the declaration

of A war sor around England, I had
sai:

*‘Should the American government
at the sventh hour succeed in remov-
ing, b virtue of the welght which
they have the right and ability to
throw into the scnles of the fate of
peoples, the reasons which have made
it the imperative duty of the German
government 1o takKe the action indl-
cated, should tl Amearican govern-

ment in particular filnd a way to bring
sbout Lthe observation of the Declara-
tion of T.ondon on the part of the pow-
ers at war with Germany and thereby
reader poasible for Germany the legi=-
timate supply of foodstuff=s and indus-
trinl raw muterials, the German gov-
t would recogniza this as a ser-
1t eould not be too highly os-
timaled In favor of more humane con=
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(1) Rome Reports 300,000 Aunstrian Troops Are Concentrated om Trentino-Tyrol Front.
Austro-Hungarinns in Southem Tyrel Alded by Overwhelming Artillery Fire Captured Itallan First Line
Poxitions in Sugana Valley, in Northern Cagnolo Valley, and Souih of Reverto.
2500 Men, 11 Machine Guns, and Seven Cannon Were Captuared.
Fortifled Poxitions Captured West of San Martino, Taking Three Offlcers and 140 Men and War Materinl,
i4) Reports From Rome Stated Austro-Hungarian Feries Had Abandoned Advanced Positlona Before Ro-
verte in Direction of Trent. (3) Rome Reports [ialinns in Last Twe Monihs Have
Trentino and Isonzo Fronts to Prevent Shifting of Troops to Verdun.
17 Machine Guns Have Heen Taken, and 18 Eroplanes Destroyed. (6
Infantry Engagements With Bersaglleri, Near Pontébba, (7)
Dugouts Near Plava and In Tolmine Sector.
Berlin Reports Austro-Hungarian Troops Enterced Italinn Trenches Eant of
Five Officery and 150 Men.
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Austrian

Berlin Reports

——— . -

In Twe Moenths
)}y Austrian Headguarters Reports

Artillery
Intantry Clashes Resulted in Capturing 117 Prixoners. (8)
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duct of war, and would gliadly draw

the necessary conclusions from the
new situation thus created.
Test Applied by .‘tmgrlcn.
“Thess two statements amount to

pletdiges made by Sir Edward Grey and
myself that our respective govern-
ments would take the courge of action
which must logically follow {f the
word reprisal were uged in good faith,
The United States applled the test
bona fide immediately. In joint notes
to Great Britain and Germany Feb. 22,
1915, it proposed that foodstuffs should
not be made absolute contraband,

that the British @®uthorities should
neither destroy nor delay such ship-
ments and that with regard to sub-
marine warfare nefther government
shoopld make attacks upon the mer-
chhant ships of any nationality except
in the exercise of the right of wisit
and secarch. I must say that I had
hopes then that this American propo-

sal would cut the knot of ever increas-
ing reprisals with thelr tendency to
intensify inte unlimited and irrepres-
sible harshness. The acceplance of
the American proposals would have
been a most striking achlevement In
the way of realizing the freedom aof
the seas,

Germany Accepis, Britain Refuses.

“It is true that our common endeav-
ors in The Hague conference went
further In theory than the American
propoeals] but the acceoptance of these
would have had the practical advan-
tage of forcing the belligerents in the
midst of war to sacrifice military ben-

afits In recognition of humane prin-
ciples. Germany accepted these pro-
posals in principle, Feb. %8, 1015, and

Great Britain decllned on March 15.
The United States has applied the test
of good falth,

“The position of the British was per-
hape revealed in the straightforward
statement of the Manchester Guardian
Depc. 1815, in which It was =ald:

“‘Had Germany kept within the Iaw
In her conduct of the wir our posi-
tion would have remnined a very diffi-
cult one, and it is very doubtful if we
should ever have heen able to extricate
ourselves from the entanglementa of
these declarations of London, Paris and
The Hague. Fortunately, on the whole,
for us, Germany was not content to let
well enough alone, hut by beginning the
submarine blockade, and committing
hundred=z of illegaul and tyrannical acts,
presontod us with an opportumwity to
CRCRpPe.

‘The orders in council of March
prohibiting the whole Import trade of
Germany were in form a measure of
reprizal against Germany for her ille-
gal acts. Reprisals are not bound by
the forms of law. and Mr. Asquith's
object In making them In the form In
which he did was to cut this country
joose from 1the entanglements which
hampered the exercise of our naval
POWeEr.

“ "It was a bold measure and it gave
navy powers against thea enemy
ie comparubie to thoss eoxerclised

by it in the Napoleonic wars before
rallways made !l Europe one In an
etonomic sonse. Submarines were in-

venteal (o maka @ close blockade Im-

possible.” C '

British Admisslon ax to Fooed Clted.
“That Great Eritaln !s in no doubt

about the legal status of foodstuffs in

time of war was brought out not enly

by Lord Salisbury in the Boer war,
but vy Sir Edward Grey in his nots
to the American government Jan, 7,

1915, In which he declared:

“With regard to the soelsure of food-
stuflfs his majesty's govermment are
prepared to admit that foodstuiffs should
not be detained and put Into the prize
court without the presumption that
thev are Intended for the armed foroes
of the enemy Eovernment. It is our
present Intention to adhere to this rule,
though we cannot give an unconditional
understanding in vlew of the departure
by those against whom we are fighting
fromm the hitherio naccepted rules of
civillzation and humanity and the un-
certainty as to the extent to which
such rules may be viclated by them in
the future'

“That was fourteen months =ago.
Now wa face an entirely different sit-
uation, It has similarity with the sit-
uation then, but with this one para-
mount difference: Then the German
govarnment did net wish to give up
ite submarine policy until the British
government simultaneously agreed o
observe the international laws recog-
nized before the war. To-day the sub-
marine war in the form in which It
was only a reprisal has ceassd to ex-
ist. The British blockade must now
stand the test of honesty and good
faith before the world.

* Was (it In reprisal when Great
Britaln attempted to extend the suf-
ferings of the war to the entire non-
combatant population of Germany?
Was It nothing but a reprisal? Was
Sir Edward Grey's implied promise to
give it up made in good faith? Irf
it was it means that the authorization
given fourteon months ago by both the
British and the German gavernments
to the neutrals to enforce the observ-
ance of the international iaw by all the
belligerents stands today.™

I asked Herr von Jagow whether the
giving up of the submarine warfare
on commerce as outlined im the Ger-
man reply to Americe was to be
considered as eventually contingent
upon =omo offective action to bBring
about the ohservance of international
law on the part of Great Britaln.

"We have given it up,” he replied.
“but you cannot expect us to encour-
age and stimulate British illegalities
by glving our enemles a wrltten guar-
anty of permanent andsunlimited im-
punity.” P

-
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German.
BERLI:\', via London, May 21.—The!
text of today'y ofMicial report is: |

“Western front—On the south and |
gouthwest slopes of Dead Man Hill our
lines were advanced after effective ar-
tillery preparation. Thirty-one officers
and 1315 men were taken prisoner, and,
in addition ww other war material, 18
machine guns and eight cannon waore
captured.

“East of the Meuss-—It has beon as-
certalned that the French attick with
hand grenades in Calllette wood on the
night of May 20 was repulsed. Minor
explosions west of Beumont and south
of Gondrexon were successful.

“Near Ostend (Belglum) n hostile
aeroplene was brought down by the lire
of our antl-aircraft guns, and fell into

the sea. Four other machines weare
shot down in merial encounters. Tweo|
fell within our lines and two within |
the enemy’'s lines.

“Our peraplans squadron agsin

dropped bombs freely on Dunkirk dur-

ing the night.”” l
—_— - — i

French. |

PARIE, May 21.—The official tate- |
ment issued today follows: |

“West of the Meuse thes
continued during the night their :
turks on our positions on Dead Man
Hill. "They were again repulsed, but
auncceeded in occupy ing one of ouft firat-
iine trenches. 1

“Fast of the Mcuse there was
artillery firing in the vicinity of Fort
Vaux, without any infantry actions

“In Lorraine an aitack following n
violent bombardment enabled the Ger-|
mans to penotrate ona pf our trenches
west of Chazelles. Our fire, however,
Iater compelled the Germans to return
to thelr lines, leaving their dead and
wounded.

“A rald was made by enemy aviators
in the reglon of Baccarat, Epinal and
Vesoul. The metarial damage waa in-
slgnificant, Four persons were wounded |
slightly. |

"Our aviators last night threw nu-

Germans

henvy |

merous bombs on mlilitary establish-
ments at Thionville, Etan and Spin-

court, and on the campx in the vicinity
of Azannes and Danvillers. Tha rail-
way station at Lumes was bombarded.
cnusing the rapid flight of trains and
& large fire.

“In an agerinl engagement betwesn
four of our asroplanes and three
Fokkeara over Bazsange forest, one of the
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TRADE PLANS ARE LAID

GERMAN ARGUES AMERICA IS NOT
DANGEROUS COMPETITOR.

|
|

Activity Declared 1o Have Been Lim-

ited to Mumitions, Permitting

Other Exports (o Slump,

LONDON, May 21.—The commercial
measures 1o be taken by Germany af-
ter the war wera discussed In the
Relchstag by Dr. Max Richter, Under
Secretary of the Interior, sanys a Reu-

ter dispatch from Amsterdam. Dr.
Richter sald:

“There will be an urgent nece=sity
for =ome time after the war for o
large amount of merchant tonnage.
1 am auathorized by the Minister of

inance to =4y that no small amount

of money will be at our disposal for
that purpose, and something in that
direction already has been done. o
far as workmen can bs spared from
the imperial dock-yards, they will be
employed in rebulding a merchant
fleet.” |

Herr Gothlen, a progressiviat. argued
that Germany need not fear American

competition, altbough Americans have
reaped great profits from the inis-
fortunes of war. He added:

“They have made no afforts to cap-
ture international commerce in  To-
spect to the ordinary merchandise, re-
stricting themselves to the more prof-
ftable manufacture of war material. |
American exportis of merchandise have|
been decreased to & considerable ex-
tent.””

CLASS PLANS SUNDIAL GIFT

Ceremony at Willamette University
Will Be About June 7.

WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY. Ealem,
Or.,, May 21.—(Speclal.) — Tha plane
of the class of 1918 for the erection of
a beautiful sundial on the campus to
be a gift to the university are matur-
ing. It has not been declded definitely
Just wherae it will be placed, but this
will be decided at omne and work
begun.

The dedication of this beautiful pres-
ent will be held about Juna 7 with a
programme. Two plilars of red pressed
brick stand at the entrance Lo the
campus as a remembrance from last
year's senlor class.

_Oil Well Drilling to Start.

CENTRALIA, Wash,, May 21.—(Spe
cial.)—Finnnical difficuities have be

> . e : . T » ht inah ray [rom 3 T
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