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SLANDERS THAT HURT.

Becretnry of the Navy Duniels’ Te-
fusd! to send the cruiser Plitsburg up
the Columbia River i bat the latest In
n long of acts b¥ which it s
sought to Ignore the Ceolumbian River
a4 4 navigable channe! for oocoan-
golng ships and to discredit Portiand
fs A port. Only by a determined, united
and agsr izht on the part of the
people entire Columbian Basin
can the nhbia River s 3 fajr
trentment om the Government and

from tho shipping Interests.
hay of Mr. Daniels in the

iz a good iilustration

series

iner in which this disorimi-
fcad. The Twenty-first |
Regiment was to be trans-
Vancouv Ban Diego.
direct and therefore
:u make the transfer
ghip to Vancouver or
y embark (he men there and
s ditecrt to Ban Diego. Or.
dera to this effect were actually given,
but the detractors of the Columbia
Niver. by the occult means at which
thoy are about having ar-
rangements They ralsed
doubt in whether
tha water wi for the
Fittsburg, and b
He learned that the Ic 1
in ona channel across the hu.r is twon-
ty-aix T and in the other thirty-five
fept and that tho least dopth at zero
etage in the river chaannel to Portland
1% not leasa than tweaenty-gix feet, al-
though Port of Portinnd authorities
inslet that the governing depth (=
thirty foet. In considering these
facte he ignored the deeper the |
two bar channels and fastened hils
attention on the shallower. He almo
Ignored the additional depth gained by
high tide. A= to the river channsl he
aszsumen twenty-six feet be the full
depth of water available and gave no
thought to the fsact that the rivor has
not. been down to =2ero in AMarch in
prs and s now i
point, plur the addi-
tional depth ::wnr‘ ¥ .:dc_ He did not
consider the fact that the Maryland, a
sigter xhip of the Plitsbur and the
battleship O 1 have safely ocome
into and gone out of Portland harbor,
Tn fact, he eagerly ssized upon every
which could be used to Portland's
disgfdvantage nnd rought no further In-
farmation which might turan in the
City's favor.,

Heg ordered the
the long circuit by
caused the troops
1o that pori, aba

natjion Is
Infantry
farrad from
The natural,
aconoemical
was 1o

Portland, t
1o earry

d =a

adepta, et

-
T,

ol

.

fact

Pittshurg to make
sed to Tacomai and
to be sent by rall
ndoning the direct
route st the instigation of the ever-
busy knockers Thus he shows that
the North American Review correctiy
dascrib as “a pottering country
politic)

it does not appear that in any of the

procoedings either Senator Chamber-
Jain or Senator Lana ried himself
fto sen that Mr. Daniels had correct
Informetion for his guidance, though
the state which they represent is 71
vitally interested In nll matters n
veraning the Columbia River. MT.
Chumberlaln, as chairman of the com-
initise on military affairs, holda a po-
vition which would pommand atten-
tion to any reguests he might make
regarding the movement of troops, but
hoa appears to have done nothing. He
fioes well to occupy himsgelf with the
reargunization of the ATmy BS o Erant
National duty, but he might also find
time to protect the interests of his own
=tats In milltary affairs. Dr. Lane, wao
know, has taken the Oregon aborigines
under his spscial care, but he need not
ontirely neglect his white constituents,
Thare ara other things In Oroegon re-
quiring the zttention of a Senator Be-
tldes Indian reservations.

A glance over the situation will
prova the anomaly of {t. Tha Colum-
hia is the second greztest river in the
United States. It drains n watershed
af 280,000 square miles, a8 against 18,-
000 square mlles dralning into Puget
Sound and 20,000 gquare miles Into
the San Joaquin Valley, which i trib-
utary fo San Francisco. It is the only
river which cuta through the Cascade
Mountains fn the United States and
hence gives the only water grade from
the erior to the coast. .\\s'[\h't de-
signad that the products of its water-
dhed should draln to market over thoe
same rolte as its waters and that its
imports should enter by that rounte.
The Government has made a ship
channal thirty-filve feet deep at the
mouth and twenty-seven to thirty feet
dee=p nt low water through the rest of
its length to Portland. It has made a
nuvigable waterway reaching 400 miles
farther Inland. This area can supply
many of tho stapies which an Army
and Navy need and it has the cheapest
routs for importing all other supplies,
sither by land or watar. Belng en-
tirely within the boundaries of the

United States, the Lower Columbia is
superior &8 a naval base to Puget
Sound, where the navy-yvard is reachad
Bty straits, one side of which is foralgn
and possibly hostile territory,

Before the high-water season of 1918
ix past, the present dreadging opara-
tlons will have given a minimum depth
of forty feet on the bar and thirty
feet In the river. The stage of water
belng rarely down to zero, this is suf-
flcient depth to float any ship In ex-
istanca. That faot makes the Colum-
hia River superior as a pnaval base to
Mare Island, which Is reached by a
craek originally too shallow for battle- |
ships.

Notwithstanding these facts,
never embark for foreign ntions on
the Columbia River, and military sup-
plies for the Army are losded on ship-
board at elther S8an Franelsco or Puget
Sound porta. The Columbia Basin is
the greatl reservoir of grain, hay, live-
stock and lumber, but the War Depart.
ment asks bide for suppliies delivered
at other ports and buys chiefly from
metrchants at other ports. Tha reason
in that a systemeatic campalgn of de-
iraction has fostered the bellef that
ships cannot navigate the Columbin
and by thus preventing many from
eoming here has strengthened that be-

ox

troops

lher

lief. mt-uohooamowboﬂ-‘

proved by causing big ships fo come
in and by spreading accurate informn-
tlon, obtained from Govarnment engl-
neers, as to the depth and width of the
channel. Oregon Senators can ses thnut
this information, constantly brought
up to date, I= supplied to the Navy De.
partment. ‘The Portland Chamber of
Commerce can supply it to every port
and every shipping firm in the world.
The OTegon delegation in Congress can
constituta jtself a vigilnnce commitiee
to foll the efforts of the knockers to
prevent the Government from learn-
ing, acting npon and disseminating the
truth. The activity of the knoclera is
the strongest evidence of the intrinsic
merits of the Colttmbia as & port, for
it is prompied by fear lest the truth
should become known and lest the Co.
lumbia come into its own

UNDER WHICH FIAGYT

A body of ministers of the gaspel of
Christ yesterday In Portland 'made
kEnown 1o thé world thelr loyvalty to
their countiry by the following:

To the President: The Fos
dist preachérs mesting Deart)!
and Natlonal Consrass in

" for the pafely and
rountry, protect Amecioman cltizens and
Americun Iinterssts at home and abroad, on
mnd afnd on sea and in all neaduRsary prep-
arat » to malntain the bogdor of the Na-
tion's Tlag.

mnd Metho-
suntain you
ybur effarts
peace of the

it 15 not easy to see how any pa-
triot in the present grave situation of
our foreign relations could Eay or do
less; it is amazing to learn that thera
are preachers who do n« subscribe
to sentiments so moderate and cor-
recr,

Such men resent
they are not patriot
are for pexce at any

. for preparedness or
& Httlle preparedness.

But if preparadness is not {o be ade-
quate, why uny preparedness?

There 18 no mlddle ground
8 an 1denl to be sought
SIners ¢y and under every kind of
provoecation, and safely to be had
through suitable equipment to meet
any foo.

.

that
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are for
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The American who is a patriot and |
it |

the Amarican who says he Iz a patr
must dalike elect to take their stand with
the group which woitld have peace at
any sacrifice or the group which would
presgrve the Natlonal existence at any
sacrifice, He ias but fooling himself
and Imperiling his country he
savs he will stand with neither, but
between them.

ANNUAL ROW.

schools have again
gain somehow surs

terciation over eloc.
tion of tha City SBuperintendent. The
disturbed public, which s Interested
but little less in school decorum than
in school efficlency, ought to
sparad the periodies of
great row over the superintandent
be sure, It has not heretofore found
expression in ugly taunts mnl open
personalities, but therde has nearly
wiys bheen*a sharp ('nr;tr-w!r—- over
the eiection of & director because he
favored, or was gupposed to favor, this
orthat candidate.

Through many yearas the previous
superintendent continued to hold his
job by his exportness in practical poll-
ties as well as by his exceptional quoali-
fications as an educator. The {deal su-

lent ought not to be a poli-

course; but he cannot othor-

i last long, under the system of
annual elections, provoking nnd in.
volving always an issue which =onaa-
tlonal newspapers aAnd npotorlety.
tiing busybodies spizse with Infinite

when

THE

Portland
passad, and have
vived, the annual

The

H

al-

We ¢an think of but ons method of
procuring a superintendent worse tl
the presant. It Is Lo abolish the bo
of directors and to invite all aspiray
to enter o popular contest for the b,

The Oregonian (does not at all assert
that Mr, Alderman is the best obtain-
able taletit for superintendent, But
it s willing 1o be shown It ia decid-
adly of opinlon that he has not had a

a5 The essence of the charges
Lockwood appears to be
it twao of the directors who
were voting for him d4id not have pure
motives because they ware under ob-
ligation to the superintendent for fa-
vors rendered. It sesems o us that
the specifications cited by the com-
planining director resolved the whole
dispute into something quite trifling.
The large question, and tha only ques-
tion worth considering, Mr. Alder-
man's eompetancy.

Wao will not rain from saying Iin
passing that Director Munly met the
Lockwood assault with as much firm-
ness and coolness as the occusion
called for and he cartainly made a
good defense for the board. But what
business had anyone to introduce re-
lgious matters?

1=

PEESISTENT “PATIENCE WORTH.*

Whatever the explanation of Pa-
tience Worth may be, she Is a peraist-
ent jande. After two yenrs of third-
degrea cross-examination by experts in
psychie ressarch and lay doubting-
Thomasen, Patience patiently parsists
in pressing her primitive poems over
the ouija board with the kindly assist-
ance of Mrs. John H. Curran, a sub-
stantial Bt. Louls matron, who
iscovered Pationce. All efforts
Iutlon of the puezic by cross-examina-
tion have falled, Mrs. Curran stands
by her guns. Yn 1913 she was toying
with the ouija board when it hegan
clicking a signal from thr: epirit world.
“I am Patience Worth,” read the in-
troduciory mesaage asnd theroafter
Patlence proceeded to dirtate poems,
blank verse and stately profe,

Although the messtges were in old
English, Mrs. Curran persistad that
she knew nothing of old Engllah. Al-
though the writings revealed consid-
érable knowledge of rural England.
Mra. Curran proved that she never
saw rural England and was not
equipped to provide the peculine at-
mosphers and literary flavor of the
oulfa-Doard writings. Hence It all
muxt emanate from the epirit world,
poseibly from some suppressed writer
ef sixteenth century days whose pa=-
rsion for publication had been denled
her during mortal existonce. Héra iz
A specimen of her vers
The moon doth, at the svan's
Rench forih har whitened hand
The wrinkied brow of earth to sl eep,

Not bad at all. Yet Mrs. Curran
might have written it without the afd
of Patience Worth, one suspects, even
as she might have written all else that
Is accredited to the aternal memory of
Patience Worth, One nged not doubt
stutementa concerning Patlence.
It Is possibla that Mre. Curran s
wholly sincere and belloves implicitiy
in Patience Waorth.,. The mere per-
gistence of her contantion Implies
sincerity. But then Mra. Curran may
be decciving herself. She may be the
vietim of suggestion which causes her
to balleve the ouljs board ia transmit-
ting messages which, in fact, procesd
from heér own mind. The development
nf snuch & susceptibility might canlly ex-
plain the fact that she (s unabls to
produce & single line sxcepl when in
communication with Patlence Worth

first

n‘;ﬂl #oothe

me.mm In brief, she

Interprdls as A apirit the samae [nfiu-
ohie, the same conscious dnd subton-
scious propesses, that o normal writer
would regard as his muse The oulia
board likgly correzponds to tha vallow
ribbons that ong had have
beford him in or the
faded smoking-da whicth a
cerinin writar wi produce,
Rather than a TEe-
search socizties, o1
that allenigts =nd
ders of the nervous
reach the trua wsolution
Worth's batffilng mystery.

to
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PLAINT OF THE MOR RICH MAN.
A writer in an evening prper, who
signs himself "A Man In the Ditoh™
and talks feelingly of "us fellows dig-
ging in the sevwern,' hhas.& 1t
interested attention. A RewWer-d
who, after washing up after &
day's toll, changesa the hebiliments of
Inbor for something that will not soil
the leather upholstary of hin home,
takes fountain pen in gnarled hand
and writes Iearnedly of the numbar of
wage earners in t .
tax, cost of Governmant
of «ivil sarvice all In got
talnly deserves pttent
would be more Intere
now & man of such nents
pened to be king i &
Need it be " N
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to that
white hend
burden of i
Imposa upon
cording Lo ac i
vear's cost under the
would be $36 which
poas o lax
esarners in
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But the
postal expen
stamps he
but & emall
There Is no proposnl
erénss postal rates

3ut if our friend
Inary ditch long enot
a few other conditions
service Jie may discov
ing could be madas
would a gre: de
pel the llttle wortl
riers and clerks aro as
mastership, exceptl in
a politleal job, soug
by men who know no
ness. Tho wamge es
yvearly to sducsate th ds of swivel-
chalir martinets, whore duties so far as
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anvaelopa, .h< n the mo
beon found and
thae proper official
The department’s nt )
under-amployes s nl iy ond
of suaplcion and distr §53
behind the ralling iIs
haustive inguiry,
a Portland sub-station
oulside snenj
qulckly prowv
In the sub-statlon was charged
the amount end her fallow-amploves
by popular subscription made good
most of the louss.
Tha expense of pollt
gerated esplonage ia 1
an arousing of the ma
amateur ditch digger pre
anguration of a retirement
fecting the worksrs in the
ice. Pensiona for supermni tad em-
ployes are looked upon by private cor-
porations that have instalied them
in part measures of e 3
recognized that an employe
hizs employer deteériorates svith
would, of course, be cheaper t
in the cold wh old
renders Him
On the
economy to pénsion
Eeep him on the H.
The pamia altern that confronts
the corporation confronts the Postal
Department., If it would give good and
economical =ervice it . n of
two things: Revise
riles 80 that o man
wheén he has worn
and faithful servic
part i The hum
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minded citizenry the c
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CAN SHORTAGE

The shortage of ri
to o variely of czuse:
of export fret t Lo a
North Atlantle Coast.
beyond thelr shippin
fallure to distribute
widely, o &8 10 uss
Yot asnother is ths
buying by mercha
weare deploted durt
pression, and by
buying power has bean
prosparity., The Influence
ter enuse Is seen in
not only are Eastern
with traffic but cond
ern ropds are intoleral

However, the worst
the East for the Enastern r
on thelr linss 13,12 peér cent
than they owmn, while th
roads have 10.5 per cent
should have. The evil
for the worse the con
the slower is the move
Before the rush began, A
moved between New York and (
in soven or elght days; now
takeaes twenty days, and cccasionally
as much aa two months

The West iz expériencing perce
rellef throtugh the action )
roads In sendlng 20 per cent more cars
wesl than arrive thound i1 the
balanco is restored. {irauds demand
that free time for holding cars be re-
duced. Shippers retort that more
and locomotives should bhe
and that delays are due to irmaw.un.c
fighterage and to faulty methods nat
Atiantie Coast terminals, which require
Increased forcem of workmen.

The summing up of the whole story
is that our transportation facilities,
and particolarly termi ., hiive been
outgrown by the devslopmeant of busi-
ness, We are planning rroat
permament inoremso In co
marce after the war ns colr W |1.1‘I
pro-war times, and we must perma-
nantly increass our moans of handling
it. The Panamp Canal will help much,
when réopened, but it will also swell
the volumea of our commerce. A 6y5-
tematic devalopment of all our monns
of transport—rall and wanter—and of
&ll bur ports I necassary Lo
strufled flow of commerce,
ways must be developed and i
railroads must He put on =a ':.um-u;
where sureness of earnings will enable
them to. obtaln capital for expansion
of fadilities; pooilng of traffic should

AND TIS CAUH
rond cara 158 due
Cne L

few ports

boom
3 Etochs
de-
whoze

of

more curs
Western
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=ive,

becomes
ent of tars,
I‘"- ...."I!. car

ptible
of stern

- (FHi3

with |

e 1
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the tri?‘

bLe fegulized, In order thut JL may be
Aivided among all ports instead of he-
ing forced thrsugh one choked pnssuge
to New York: and the United States
ahould earry its commerce in Its own
merchant marine. The ¢ar shoriage
5 only one fenture in the broad prob-
lern of transportation, the solution of
which demands the talentas of a busi-
noss statesman,

The Plttsburg incident serves to im-
press on us once mora a fact which
has been boroe In upon us often
anough that the Columbla River can
get (ts deserts only by flghting, It is
ong of the three gro#at natural har-
bors on the Faclifle Coast, the othara
bolag Puget Sound and San Franolsco
Bay. Its people have no desire, to
take away from the other ports anv-
thing which rightfully belongs to themn,
but It shotild fight without respits for
all that which rightfally belongs to 1t
Much has been taken from the Colum-
via and glven to other ports, and much
Has been denied to (t which it should
have. The Columbia River Basin, and
Cregon in particular, as the state most
interested, must ceaselessly use for
thelr interest the snume wespons which
have been used against them, We must
galvanize into action our Senators and
Reprosontntives and our Chambers of
Commerce, and must keep them at it
We should antst the ald of the Con-
gresslonal delegations and commarcial
odiea of the entirs
country. Since others soek to “down
by resort L0 politieal pull and =e-
ceret lobbying, we sEhould combat tham
by likoe means.

ns"

The story Ia tald that at o conferen
of Methodist ministers In Iowa, §
rided over by Hishop Ames, somao ¥ =
ngo, o member who posed as & Con-
vérted burglar, or raformeff gambler,
or somothing egually reprehensible in
his past, begnan to. rive testimony as to

maty misdglda., He was Inter-
toed by the bishop, who silenced him
=aying: “Brother, If T were as bhad
you lhave been and as good as you
evidently think you now are, I would

y preclous little about my wicked-

mnd Jet others testify to my good-
nas=s* Thera are othera hesides the
bizhop who think that the place for
converiad gamblers i8 not In the pul-
pit, If they are to pose merely as con-
verted gumblers.

nig
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Appointments of West Point cadets
from the ranks of the Army, &8 pro-
pored by Senators Reod, Galllnger and
Smith, of Mlchigan, would help to
demoaratize the Army, which draws
the distinction betwoen commissioned
officer: and enlisted men from the
monarchlist countrics of Europo. In
republican France the democratic
idea] of equality is preserved, and it
does not seem to weiaken discipline.
The greatest [ncontive to efllclency,
noxt to patriotinm, Is the possibility af
attaining thoe highest ranlc.

The up-to-data Duke of Westmin-
ster charges iInto A panic-stricken
swarm of fuzzy-wuzzies in Egypt with
an armored automobile. The Dukes
if a foew centuriea ago carried the ar-
mor around on themselves and their
horses and charged with Ilance at
thrust. It ls far sasler and more ef-
foctive to lot an engine do the carry-
Ing and to let a machine gun do the
tighting.

Douglas County is specinlizing in
broccoll, just as part of Lane does in
asparagus and Washington in onifons.
It takea 405 crates to i1l a car. The
vield Is about 270 crates to the acra,
and laxt year the growers netted a
dollar a erate. Brains and energy are
neaded to moake o profit of $370
acre, but s=ome men are dolng it and
othera ¢an.

Young fellows In Germany will be
taught thrift by official edict and have
money on Which to marry after the
war, They can use but small part of
thelr wages and must salt the rest in
savings banks tée remaln until peace
vomes,. Moro than llkely the first buy

r|wl£. be a steamship ticket.

The raliroads do well to cut no mel.
ons when cars, locamotives and termi-
nal Improvements are 20 much need-
ed, when ths cost of materials has ad-
vanced and when employes threaten
to strike. Under the cilrcumstances a
full treasury is the best defense,

A Tew daysn more and the aleventh-
hour squad will be shut out from vot=
ing. But then a man who hésn't the
ambition to register probably lacks the
intelligencs to vole advantageously.

It must ba fine to he the biggest
| thing In the Iland and without a bosa.
The Supreme Court began another two
\\'-"‘f!{ﬂ.‘ recass \'P"lv"fc‘lll“

It is c"m"gml that Mexican regular
soldiers 1ot Villa escapa them. And
anon we may find them arrayed under
his banner.

| Tn a few weeks the fight for the
| Preaidential nomination will pals be-
mide the contest to reign over tha Hoze
Festival.

Govarnor of Missouri wants

1all’s job, salthongh the Vice-

Presidant ha= not signified a desire to
quit,

l

So far we havéd heard of no cele-
bration belng planned of the annual
Bpring opening of the Panama Canal.

Officially just & fraction of an inch
nf raln fell yesterday morning, but
| people going to work think othérwise.

New and stricter regulations on but-
ter and potatoes are in effect In Ber-
lin, but nothing is gald about gravy.

Cow tralla started the streets of
Boston, while out here the' logging
road develops Into n rallway.

A woman who haos just escaped savs
the Mexicans respect only the British
flag. Tho campulgn s young.

August Paulsen will soon know all
tha tricks of the blackmailers and be
abla to catech them himself.

The dog whao steals the daily paper
at Vancouver has a discriminating
iagnﬂa i6 get the best.
| Now that Taggart is a Senator,
“*Tom"” mus=t be dlsplnced by the more
respectful “"Thomas.™

Time is limlted for performanca of
two civie dutles by the citizen—pay
the tax and register.

The foundling who reaches the right
doorstep wnas born a lucky child.

Oldg 80] Is having 2 hard time craoss-
ing tlie llne-_

It is nat good war to ton:odo & hos-
tal ship,

et

o

intermountain |

an |

fmcru'ws BEFORE mn‘ﬂl‘l"

Repubilienn Haw Someothing te Say of
Party Fealty and “New Freedom.”
HKLAMATH FALLS, Or, March 13—

(Te the Editor.)—John M. Watson, 510

Gilsan street, in The Oregonian, March

18, ¢lalming to Epeak for the younger

genstration of voters, profeases to fnd

consiflerable amusement in  the fact
that some “elderly rock-=ribbed” breth-
ren afe prating thut they have mnol

soratohed n ticket for & quarter of m

cantury or longer. And proud to state

that the “sounger generation are In-
tarested nao jonger in party politicis,
but In pelltical prineciples thal the
pariy espousas,” clalming that his state
of mind (common, as he says, to tho
younger genorition) is bolh analytical
and synthetleal, Tsn't It jost poszible
that tHls voung man voler Ism of that
cluns of philosophers who hnsten too
much nnd often from tha mnalyties to
tite synthetic method? That ls, draw

gengral conclusions from too =mall o

number of particulsr facts, obsorya-

tions and experimanta? B
Dnder his own statomont “that the

younger generation of voters aré In-

teregted not in party polities, but in
political principles esppused by polit-
ical parties” the elderly rock-ribbed
prethren are at least partianliy Justified,
If mot glerifiod, In thelr record of a
guatter of n century of “voting her
stralghte” They, at least, ghould atand
nceredited with fidelity to the political
pringlples fTinding expression in  the
policies advocated by the Republican
| party.
I It is

possible, of courge, that the
vouar man, if ho sveceeds in finding
that “biz, broad and strong man" (and
1 presutme it won't make any diffarence
whethey he stande on platform of
hiz own or that of the Freo Silver
| party) he will be found supporting him
|ln prefar indard-=hbe

t-w-r\ml by n party to ¢ nrlv
| out u wWell-defingd gov nmental poalicy,
cxpresdped in a placformm publicly pro-
{ clulmed,

It ls unquestionably thae Dbellef of
this “dend timber cluttering the Re-
publitan party” that well-defined gov-
ernmental polley: le expresssd In suach
e pistform to bo earried out and stood
upon by tha selec stantdard-bearer is
srafor and saner, even for a quarter of
& esntury, than individuaiism, even
though p _.ﬂmu!! aed by the big, strong
muan of our youthful friend’'s {dea aus a
political substitute,

Mr, Watson announces “that when
the time com to pick a leader.in the
Natlan's # the younger volers ara
going to It * regardless of party
lines.” Waell, may be so,

But Isn‘t it just barcly possibla that
thers will be thouszands of the younger
goneration entertaining ndvanced but
sane ldeas of goverrment who will
Illna up \\'il.'l; the G. O. P, without: re-
quiring tho “old guard™ to submit to =
sanitary treatment in advance?

The “new-Tfreedom” iden has Its ex-
porent in President Wilson, of the
"new school,”™ pnd a goodly numbar of
the yYounger goneration of veters have
bheen  succosstully  Innoculated. HBe-
cavge A membér of the Republican
party has =cen fit to cast hiz ballot
for I's différent standard-bearers In
the past in preference to the Demo-
cratio, Prohibiticn « Populint, Frea
Silver or Progressive advocates, in no-
wise stamps him irrevocably or othar-
wize ag o reactionary, Nelther does the
fact ef his refusal to follow Roosevelt
in his bolt and attempt to form n new
party with himself as standard-bearer
stamp him us a reactionary. Nelther
does the mere fact of Roogevell's new
party assuming the nume ""progrepiive’”
glve its adheronts any greater claim to
politica]l progreasivensss than they en-
Joyed before. A. L. LEAVITT.

THE PORT HUSHER,

“Them poets*™ sald the edltor,
make me slek aggd “sore;

“Hera'as another alevatorfull a-stoppin'

at this floor.

get the poet-husher out—we're

goln' to see someo fun-—

Set that thera door just on
and swat 'em onsa by onol!

Soon sounda of many shuffling feet the

ofrl antrance neared;

th h narrow opening =

poat's optics peored.

“Good morning, Editor;
ode on SEpring."

Tha poset-husher

quick as anything,

kick him in that gorner”

the editor with glea,

“IMis M3 I8 declined with thanks, Boy,
have a smoka on me.

Now get bohind that door and lay for

post number two.”

[n ha peaped, with bow and smile:

“I'm bringing, sir, to you,*

he, "a thing I've just dashed off—

A ¥eree or 20 on love."

then the poet-hudher

somewhere up above,
suddenly the poet dropped and
crumpled up and dled,

“"Food work!” sang owt the editar, who

laughed until he cried.

solemn looking \i-m 1

thrust In at the IOT;

A voloe iral snid (“Here ares some
lines danouneinyg war.

War must be satopped! War shall be
rtopped! We want not war nor
blood "

Then that sad volee was silonced by a
sickly sounding thud,

The editor, he capered, ss the Dblood

cozed on the floor,

erled he, *T'm happy, happy

I've never been heretofors!™

Hes was not really eruel, but he'd suf-

forred much, I guesaa,

poets swarming in on him and

from thelr MBB.

An ordinaAry man, as

s you or I;

Kind hoarted, somewhat timid, of good
grammnr even shy.

Yet a=z dead poetn dropped and dropped,
out rang hia jovful laungh:
Sometimes he shook hands with the
boy—sometimes with all . the

staff.

Thus he gloated o'er dead ports—thus
thes Busy hours wora,

TH1 throuwh the pane the setting sun
1t up n slippery floor.

*it grows! It grows!" cried out
boan, "It prowe—that poet

But to clean that musssd up flidor w
take the woman quito a while.

Bay, is all them poetis coppered ' asked
the editor at last.

The boy sald “Yea'" “Then! sald the
hoas, “our day is dona and past;

But search the slevator once, and look
along the stalrs;

Be asure there's nol ona poet left-—no
poet anywheros,

Oh, what a busy day! Our work will

bring us great renown.

And now, lst’s measurs that heap,
where them pocota was chucked

down.™

But suddenly those poets all leaped up
on nimbla foeat,

And bent on him such glancea as I

should not eare to meat;

marched out of that office with
thelr hoands held firm and high.
thought =0.” &ighed the editor
“Them faliers naver dle”
WILLIAMS,
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La Grande, Or.

AT POO TAM,
(Mount Hood.)
Cold, beautiful and sublime,
It stands a sentinel, capped with snow,
Its base well serened with lofty plne,
An ambush for the gorge below.
Storm swept by many a ohilly blast,
For all the agoe that hinve past,
Yet atil], on every sumny day,
It atarts the rivulets on their way
To fill the mighty gorge balow
With melted waters from its anow,
Could it but speak of years gone by,
Of battles fought, of ahrill war cry,
Of thousands alaln, as 1t stood nigh.
Until It burst {ts sldes with fire,
This, Tor thes dead, a funeral pyre,
—F. G. BREYNOLDS,
Portland.

EBublin, N. H.
LA GRANDE, Or., March 18.—(To the
Editor.)—FPlsnso give the adicovs of
ge de Forrest Brush, Amaricaa
sainter, H. J. RITTER.

Fort Vancouver l.cnlt Many Fiest !nl—l

diers to Gold Filelds. |
PORTLAND, March 20.—(To tha Ed_l]
{tor.)—In The Oregonfmn, Murch 15 1K}
the pleture of Jobn Dowd, said Lo be |
the “dldest man in Oregon—104 Years
old™ It In alsp esld that “Mr. Dowd
cima 4o Oregon In 1840, was a
holdier and was gtationed nt \
ver Barracks.' Historically
etatémenta cannot be gortectl.
and for neariy a devnde Lhu
Fort Vancouver was held by
son's Bay Compluny as one of
fified trading posts: it had
built by the compuny u-score ol years
bafore, ami Its possession had nevar
been questioned by anybody, although
cur Gow ment, as wall as that of
Great Britain, had clalmed the
of pessestlon over since anyone
begun to think the country would es
bs worth clalming by mny nation.
At the time of whith 1 write,
Yancouver waid held by right of
treaty of Jolnt ogLupancy !
such time as this treaty should be ab-
rognted tha cmnp-.nw had \nh!:yputi‘.d

Ancol- !
thivge
In 1E40

been

ar

the

right of posseasion. It also had such
|.1c::unm:s and arfmament o uul.h_» it
| appoar strong enough to Dpo
|any such rorce as wis likt
pear hefore It

Agnin, at the date of
had pever been & United
tary force In sight of
var. The flrst United
cxpmln.un v i CRINL
b ) wha at the ¢loae

with Mexico, It nrrived

in the Fall of 1545 I think

the Fourth Infantry, COIMMIKIT \---J
J(’_nlnn-:L Laring.

In the menntime, the
| the country had been
freaty 1846, and the
pany ook posseselon
But they did not i
only @& stockado
buildings which
paid for at o
the next yenr,
rocks wos bullt
time Alr. Dowd
stationed ti
Upon exain
Vancouver {t
ne suffictont
pince was found
at Oregon City
tha Winter, Bauat
spent o year or
many months in
to Oregon, the
bacome fixed, the “wn
upon them. Tha Ca
niines had Just Dbeen =
it was naot An uncommo
for the *“boya" to siragg
eamp and fa find thelr

Hoad the eant wanted to
the roll of Fourth ‘ln.\tn.v
would have roceived more 3
EpO s had he stood on :l".:
tha Bacrumento River
hunva recelved In Vancouvaer

EL

to ap-

tes

AOTOFS

of

could mnot
on thelr
faund
as -t
o part ot
the remain:
as these id
Ly in
tramping
trampis

stion
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SMOTHER, TUCK ME UP IN BED.”
When with won-

the nights were wlde
dors,
And the moon shone faint and mew:;
Then your years waere few in numbers,
And your heart fow troubles knew;
Yot whon weary eyas grew ar
And the last good-nizht wne sa
Slumber came not ‘till you'd trebi
“aother., tuck me up In bod™
Littls hurts and paltry brulses
Left thelr soars at clese of day;
Greater pain, nnd growing heartaches
Came to i1l you with di=smay;
Btill, when stars peeped through the
window
At a frowzy plllowed head,
All wa=a well when you had
“Mother, tuck me up in bed' A
Older grown, lifa's burdens pressing,
Vexed a =oul yot Immature;
Namelesa foars the heart compressing.
Filled long nights with goblin lure;
But because a hardy Youngstar
Should outgrow his ehildl
You ware checked by pr
ing:
“Uother, tuck ms up Iin

sh Jdread,
a from ory-

bedl'

pometimes while others slum-
bered,
Mother tiptoed to your bed:
Boomed to know your heart was aching
For her ¢ool tounh on your hend;
Then, ah, thenl your fears all vanleshed;
Babe agnin, you sobbing sald:
{(Kindly night the scenes concealing)

“Mother, tuck me up In bed"

Then

Manhood comes, and tilme has severed
Earller tles; mew loves ara born;
Strife for bread and fight powaer
Bring new hurts, and erown of thorn;
Life's mistalkes bring ahame upon You
“TiN your way looms black ahead;
On your kneoes—your apirit w himpers:
“Mother, tuck ma up in bed.*

for

Comes the end: Life's story finlahed:
Loved onca softly gnther nenr;

Note the amile light up your features,
Brenthless stoop your words to hear;

But they tmnnot grasp the meaning
Ere the soul from body fled;

For this message rose Lo heaven;
“Mother, tuck me up In bed”

HERBERT A. WATTS.

THE PLANTERS.

I found two tender
Spring;
h graow, one by tha other,
qulck'ning sod.
sun's warm ravs had kissed
both alike
Both ware creatdd by
God.
Mere fancy prompitoed me
us,
1

vines in enrly

in the
The them

tha breath of
to dig them

planted one a hill whears
thistles gErow;
Its mate in fertile soil heside my door
X set,
Whera It was nourished by the light,

sunshine and Jdow.

The weeks
cheered

upon

went by. Rare Dblossoms
my slight,
Gloaming {n varied
alde my door.
Greon leaves and op'ning dbuds the BSum.
mer through,
That wall-nur=ed

beauty borae.

oclora there be-

vine In rilchest

In gpirits high, T eolimbed
hill,
To view

fore:
The mullen leaves and
thiclk,
An hour had pasaesd eo're my keen
search waa o'er.

the rocky
the other, plantad long be-

thistles growing

And when nat Inszt I found th
green vine,
The leaves hung withered and
stnlk drooped low.
No bud nor bloom adorned the shriveled
thing—
"T'wna dead: for
¢are, I know.

+

once

the

want of love and

I ponderad long, and marveled
ignorance,
In planting vine midst rocks
thisties' shade.
YTet—strangely—do we g0
flowaers,
Then punish
not mnade,
Mprk Dalrymple, Salem Or,

Montuna Hearn of Oregon Hen.
HELBENA., Mont, March 15—(To the|
Editor.)—I thought you might be In-
terested to know that the fame of your
Oregon hen hus reached this place.
This mornlng'a Independsant ecarried
an item (3 the effect that a hen at
Corvallis, Or.. hnd broken the worid's
record by laying 1000 eggs.
Immediptaly on the perusal therapf
tho writér was much moved and broke
out In & postical frenzy with result as
foilows:
A friasky old hHan at Corvallis,
Quilte up at the top of them all
How she girutied and bopped,
‘When the thousstndth agex dropped.
u.m.u
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If Villa It Wil MNe
“Slany, Splnciess Taction”
MARSHFIELD, Marceh 18.—(To
the Editor.)—I rend with Interast
editorial March 13, “Getting
n Hurry.'™ Quite ., and
Hverything 15 1 =
and Funston #:
this thing Ir

thorough

Escapes Due 1o
Or.
your
Rondy
then

14

Cer-
muat
to go
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'éa arma to oniyv
he might clean
oth Huertiu
nbout this preparing business,
Funston been doing ever
1t down there? What han
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Villa in the mountains and
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New Bridge.
PORTLAND, March 20 —{To the E4!-
tor.)—{an ¥ou tell me how Lha
sitions on thoe i Columbia T
bridse are to da? READER.
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Alrendy 100 applications have bzon
made for the dozen positions available.
The positions will he fllad by the Inter-
state Brldge Commilssion, Courthouse,
Portland.

The Why of It

National manufasturer i
papoer advertising the
most effleient road to

It Increases gnles and lessens costa.

Ceortaln loonl dealers are going to
profit greatly by this market-mak-
ing wark of the manufacturers,

They are tha onea wio will be
alért to thalr oppor inities and who
will heve the goodr ready when the
publie begins mankfestis an intar-
est in thom,

They are golng to reap thelr share
of the dollir crop which the man-
ufacturers are sowing through
newspapar advertisiog.




