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is belng summoned, This, of course,
would not scolve the problem In the
country where “wire tappifig” has be-
come n habiL Persistest curiosity
would take the worst offénders 10 the
line whether the bell rasg or not
Home of them, Wwe mifpect, would be
at the instrument every fivé minutes
seaking to Intercep! & message. Yot
the city system suggests an [dea

1f the télephené ¢an be mads to call

. only the party that ls wanted, per-

haps it can be made to yepel those
who sre not wanted. If three Tings
call Jones un automstic astiachmest
that would turn & streng electric cur-
rent into Smith's recelver would break
the Emiths of the lUstening habit very
quickl¥. The ¢urrent might be geuged
just short of the valtage required for
too far
short. 1If our electrical genluses can-
net perfect this plan or one of a simi-
lar nature, then Wé fanr that the woes
of rural party liners are hopeless.

AXOTHER DARK HORSE

The Republican Stale Central Com-
mities of Massachusetts has endorsed
the Presidental candidacy of John W.
Weeks, evidently for the purpose of
|noufﬂng the country at large that the
state hus no divided nlleginnee; but

One of the mest disheartening facls|the immediats result of the commits

to those who realize the tremendous
importunce of the present war to the

future of the world at large and of
ithe Unlted Stales In particular ix the
provailing uwnenfghtenment us 1o s
origln, il progress nd all tha re-
Jated fucts. Commu ationa to The
Oragonian revesl t many readers
are ignorant of it rauses, though
these havé been explained uat length
in news dispatches and in editorial
colamns, Equal [gnorance of Ameri-

ca's duty as & neutral Naton s shown

fn 1the discussion of the munitions
trude nnd ignorance of Ameriea’s
rights na a peutral is shown in dis-
cusg=lon of submarine operations and
of the nava! hlotckade.

A recent test at three Eastern uni-

vornities troces this ignorance to one
of its sources—nagisct of current his-
torv in our celleges apd, where this
subject receives attention in the cur-

ricuia, neglect of it by the students
The test in question conslsted of an

amination on elementary facts of
the war at the University of New

. Bowdeln and Willlamsa colleges

af the questions were: “Whare
is Gall T *What {2 the capital of
Bulgaria?* Otheérs were: “Who Is
Beth n-Hollweg., Polncare, Vou
Hindenburg, Sir Edward Grey, Gon-
eral French?' *“Nume, with proper
title, the ruler of Germany.” At Bow,.
doin forty-twe out of fifty-three stu-

dents answered wrongly the question,

*“In what country is Saloniki?" and
re ts at New York were similar,
man locating the city In Paland.

Oniy half of the answers to “On what
Montenegro?" were correct,

ren s
others locating the country on nearly
every sea in Europe and Asja. Many
suld Winston Churchill was Premler

of England and the most perplexing
question of all to New York and Bow-
doin men was: “Who is Venizelo™
someo sying he was a French General,
others a Mexican rebel

There were only four correct an-
puors at Bowdoln to “Who s Vivi-
anl?™ sams saying he was an Italian,

nly twenty-three out of fifty-three at
Bowdoin conid name the ruler of
Greece, and the inguiry, “Who kb the
riler of Turkey?" called forth sur-
prising answers. Only sleven at Bow-
doin knew that Briand is Premier of

France, ons sald the ruler of Ialy is|

King Victor Emmanuel XXIX, and
another that the ruler of Bulgurin is
King Augustus. The results at Will-
fnms were somewhat better, twenty
tweniy-threa knowing who
comnmands the French army, while
Bowdoln and York varied the
spelling of his name to Joffree, Jof-
fery, Ceoffroy and Jeofrey,

At New York none of the students
answered all the questions correctly,
anly three graded above $0 per cent,
the average was 83 per cent, and nine
of the tweanty-three freshmen falled,
Another class of twenty-three fresh-
men averaged only 52 per cent and
thirteen fallad, while the upper class
averaged only 81 per cent

Too many colleges still have their
heads buried in antiquity and know
more about the batiles of Thermopy-
Jue, Salamis and Actasum than about

ottt of

Now

the battles of the Marne, Ypres, An-
zac, or in Galicia or Poland. Whare
the curriculam does include modern

history, students probably ire better

informed about the herces of base-
ball and football than about the men
and events which ure giving & new

1urn to the history of the human race.
With too many professcrs the news-
piper s taboo. though it s the
dufly record of current history having
s idirect bearing on the carsers of thelr
sludents. 17 by some adverse fute the
United States should be drawn into
the war many of thesa students would
be required te fight, though having
the vaguest idea against whom and
why they wera fighting

Modern history, and particularly the
histary of our own times, should be
given precedence over ancient history
in colleges and schools. The young
should learn what is happening day
by day and then trace Its relation to
past events rather than begin with
the misty mythology of the remote
past and cease their studles before
they have reached their own time

RURAL WIRE TAFPEBS.

Moral crusades have been under-
taken without effect against the Peep.
tng Tom of the rural telephone, Ser-
wons have been preached without re-
sult. The habit persists in the face
of all efforts to put o stop to the nul-

SRACE. A disheartened party liner
writes In despalr to the Newbarg

Graphic complnining that he can have
no secrets from his neighbors. The
spy In Burope who steals the war sa-
oret is shot. The commor thief is
sent to prizon But the purloiner of
telephons conversations ocanpot be
tanght that it |s as wrong to ateal a
conversation us o coln.

Thus the victim's grief ls told. Our
of a hitterness that muost have been
wrought of sorry trial he hints at such
puplshment as bolling the offender
ta oll. But how l= the culprit te be
apprehended? How can the evidence
be fastened upon the most persistent
offender? BEven if the suspect goes
sbout the community telling the wire
secretls of hiz nesighbors the svidence
would bb purely ciccumstantial. He
might plead that someons told him
that someone told someone else who
had Iearned from someone who had
bhoen informed by someonie ¢lse that
laom Jones wsas adbout to marry Sue
Smith. Then, who tapped the wire?

No, the matter is not one for legis-
Jation. A law agulnst llstening over
the wire would provide no adequnts
remedy. Education having falled to
establish a4 code of merals, but one
ulternative remains. Human ingenu-
1y must step in. In the city ths prob.
lem has been largely solved. The beil
ringy caly in the particular home that

-]

tee's action seems 10 have been w0
stimulate the lurking McCgll boom,
whith mppears more of Iess in favaer
with the Progressive wing of the
party.

l This curfeus fact 1eads the SBpring-
field Republican to point out that Me.
| Call and Roosevelt are not friends,
and have indeed been opeanly hostile
far vesry. McCall a® Congressman,
belng & man of independent mind,
more than once openly antagonized
Fresident Roosevelt—a spoclés of Jess
mujesie which that ta statesmman
could not everlook., It was MeCall
who referred to Roosevelt as the
“glutton of the Umellght™”™ and later,
in declining the presidency of Dart-
mouth College—u distingulshed posi-
tion—he apoke of the neod of remain-
ing In public life lest “somie chance
barbarian as an autocrat” upset the
Government. Governor MceCall has
not denied that he referred to Roose-
velt

But the Colonel does not suffer ver-
bal or other castigutions in silence.
Heo haw at lesst once referred to Me-
Cull in derogatory termes—"generally
wrong and always futile” It wns a
characteristic Roosevelt expresslon,

It has been said that McCall is the
most likely dark horse, aside from
Hughes, of the Republican conven-
tion, Chairman Hilles has sald that
the *“candidate will be born In the
convention.” Doubtless he Is right
None of the favorite son movements
is formidable, or means much, except
that it I8 the old-fashioned way of
keoping the stnte delegntions together.

CHEAPEP AND BETTER EDUCATION,

President Canpbell, of the Oregon
State University. has devised &
plan for democratizing the Univer-
sity. The details were glven in The
Sunday Oregonian, They are worthy
tho attention of every eoducator and
friend of educution in Oregon. If the
Iden so Sclentifically worked out by
President Campbell shall bs adopted,
the fnevitable effect will be to popu-
larize the University so that there
will be nn opportunity for education
by many students to whom the cost of
four vears at Fugene i8 now prohibl-
tive.

When President Campbell sets out
to “democratize” the State Unlversity
It is not to be supposed, of course, that
he la secking to “popularize” the in-
gtitution in any vulgar sense. He is
not’ hunting mere popularity. He
wantx, however, 1o enlarge ths use-
fulness of the institution to the state
by giving instruction to greater nums-
bers of young men and young women.
The way to accomplish thit mest de
girable resylt is nmeither to shorten nor
to cheapen the courses, but meraly
to make the cost of living during the
college period as low ns possible. BY
tHe conatruction of student cotinges
in units of various slzes, and pro-
viding facilition for “batching' or
otherwiss, for living sconomically, the
cost per yvear per student, the presi-
dent thinks, may be brought down to
$350, ciothing included. A four years'
course then may be had for 31000.
Apy active young man or ¥oung wom-
an. with some help, and many with-
out help, can on such terms win 2a
diploman. :

The Campbell theory la that o Tirat-
class education s a good thing for
anybody; and he is determined to find
a practical way for unybody to get it.
It is @ project which ought to meet,
and will meet, a cordial responss from
the state.

ALASHA'S RECORD OF SHIFWRECK.,

One of the most shameful stories of
Government neglect is that of “Marine
Disasters in Alaska.” as told by C. L.
Andraws in ths Waeahington Histortoal
Quarterly. No sea Toute is more ip-
fested with danger than the Inside
Passage, a8 the routs between the belt
of jslands and the mainland of South.
eastern Alaska Is called. The coast
of Western Alaska and the passages
between the Aleutian Islands are only
less dangerous, Submerged pinnacle
rocks abound In all these waters, more
especiaily In the Inside Passage, and
to them have been principally due
the wrecks which have cost thousands
of lives and millilons of dollars. Fog
and snow storms frequently add to
the risks taken by mariners, and only
by accurate surveys and a thorough
systam of lighthouses, buoya and other
aids to navigation can disaster be
avertad,

A totnl of 250 shipa hava been
wrecked in Alaskan waters since 1848,
involving a monetary loss of nearly
$12.000,000, according to a isble given
by Mr. Andrews The first record of
shipwreack tells of loss of a veasel in
Vancouver's exploring expedition In
1752, After the United States acquired
the territory several Government
transports and supply ships were lost
The first wreck accompanled by great
loss of {ife was that of the George S.
Wright in 1873, Only one body wue
recovered, and It was reported that
the passengers wore captured and tor-
tured by the Indians. Few wvessels
traversed those waters until the Kilon-
dike boom began Iin 1897, but since
that date the records of Alaska travel
abound in shipwrecks, tho worst of
which were those of the (lara Nevada
in February, 1895 the Islander In Au-
gust, 1901, and the State of Califernia
in August, 1913,

One of Poriland's lost opportunities
is recalled by “the following passage
in Mr. Andrews’ articls:

The mnumbar of boats plisd eon

that
the Insids P e to Alnska wers faw
In earller years uring the first yesrs of
Ammarican oecupatior  the went
from San Franclsco. Then, for = riod of
oearly ten years, Portiand was ’PO-"II
of dapartsre. for Sitka and once In &
month was the tims for = trip. During
ecightiea the route was changed to Seal

1

wellaro and

Notwithstanding the heavy loss sul.; trin justify the acts of their
tered by the Government itself, Con-|rines and by which Britsln und Prance
gress did nothing to lght the danges- | justify their blockade. President Wik |
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ous Almskm coast until 1902, when
Highthouses wers established at Five
Fingers, in Stephens Passage and Sen-
tinel Isiand, Lynn Cunal. Prior to that
date the farthest north lighthouse on
the Inside Passage was on Entrance
Island st Nanalme Bay, In British Co-
lumbia. Of late vears the Govern-
ment has shown more energy. In
1910 it had thirty-seven lighthouses
and a total of 150 aids 10 navigation,
while in 1815 it had increused the
number of lighthousas to 112 and the
total aids to navigation to 338. But
in lighting And survexing dRngerous
waters. as in every other respect, the
Government has lagged far behind the
ploneer and has not scted untl a rer-
rible record of loss has shamed It into
action.

WATCHFUL WAITING'S LITTLE

Let t Americans come biack home.
That betome Lhe Democratic
watchword under the Wison Admin-
istration. When the rights of our
cltizens abroad are Infringed the re-
sponsibility is placed wpon them for
venturing outside the limits of the
United States In the futile belief that
their country wounld look after their
interests. Mexico has
provided the most distressing exhibi-
tions of this weak and maudlin senti-
mentality and it 1s in the background
of the Democratic idex in the plan for
early self-govertmant of the Filipinos.

When the matter was being de-
bated In Congréss the other day and
the argnment was advanced that den-
ger would be Imposed upon the Ameri-
can® in the Islands by withdrawal of
Amerlcan Government agencies, Rep-
resentiative Rucker immediately arose
to shout the Damocrstic battls ery of
pence. Let the Americans come back
homae!

Thers are some 5000 Amerlcans D
the Philippines. What are they doing
there? Are they grafting on the na-
tives and rendering more intolerable
the conditions af a primitive people?
Or are they establishing a higher or-
der of civilization, one which Includes
schools, better sanitatlon, higher effi-
cleney on the farm and in notive in-
dustries? Although American civil-
fans have been working |n the Philip-
pinea barely:sixteen yeats, they have
rehabilitated the piace. They have
done more for the Filipinos in sixtean
veirs than the Spanish did in 300.
They are making twa blades of grain
flourish where one grew before, They
are banishing the relgn of lgnorance,
filth and cruelty. They have carried
the fMluminating torch. of better liv-
ing into the darkest corners, dolong
those things for an inferlor people
that Americans inevitably and invari-
ably do.

Americans in the Philippines are
entitled to a better consideration than
that of being orderad home simply
becauss thelr presence does not accord
with unethar of those sterlle Demo-

cratie dreams, the twin brother of
spineless diplomacy and waichful
walting.

CONGRESSIONAL ILL HEALTH

Recurring suspicion that something
is the matter with Congress has led to
an investigation by Professor Irving
¥igher, the Yale economist. There is
something the matter, nccording to
Profemsor isher, nnd it is purely
physlological,

Irregular living is at the bottom of
it all in Professor Fisher's opinion. A
plausible explanation when we con-
sider the hablts of many National leg-
{slators—overeating, lats hours, lack
of oxercise, worry and fretting, occa-
mionnl overexertion, late dinners, con-
stant smoking, frequent cocktails,
little or no fresh air. Men who may
bé reasonably careful of thémselves at
home appear to abandon all thought
of hyglenle living upon entering Con-
gress. The careleas spirit of the place
seizes upon them and they go the
rounds of lals dinners and loose liv-
ing (the term is used In its hyglenic
sensa) which characterize Washing-
ton soclal unad official life.

It §s inevitable that habits will be
reflocted upon the work and efficiency
of & co-ordinated force, the individual
units of which arc lax. It Is inevit-
gble that the mild hypochondra,
which is certain to follow Im the wake
of bad habits, swill 2erve to deaden the
activities and dull the sensibllities
Men who live in such an atmogphere
cannot sustain thelr normal capacity.
Professor Fleher suggestz that Con-
gressmen be required to lead regular

lives. A time should be set for them
to retire. They should be out of hed
at o fixed hour. Na Congressman

should be permitted to live within two
miles of the Cnpitol and the rules
ghould demand that he walk to his
seat at least twice each day. Physical
examinations #hould be conducted
twice & vear and the unfit eliminated.
No smoking on duty and no drinking
at all. Theso things are put forwari
&8 necessary to the good heaulth and
good sgrvice of Congress.

Doubtless If Congressmen wonld ex-
orcise the muscles of legs and arms
a little more and the muscles of the
throat a litle less, thelr services
wonld become far mora satisfactory
to the country.

MUNITIONS AND NEUTRALITY.

Thosa persons who, ke the writer
of a communication published in The
Sunday Oregonian, “cannot see the
logle to our position that a munitions
embargo would be unpeutral” fail to
recognize that neutrality is defined
by international law, not by the gov-
ernment of any one country which
chooses to remaln neutral. As any
nation wwhich makes war is morally
bound by certanin rules, for violation
of which it can bhe and is called to
necount, so any nation which remains
meutral is bound by other rules, lald
down by internationsl law. It can be
called to sccount for violation of those
rules by any belligerent which Is in-
jured thereby.

International law provides that citi-
gens of 4 neutral country shall be free
to sell comtraband of war to a bal-
ligerent, =ubject to risk of enpture of
the goods by an opposing belligerent.
That is a vight of belligerent nations
aa of neuiral citizens. The law does
not make this right conditional on
the ability of both opposing belliger-
ents to axercise it; that 1s contingent
on the fortuns of war. The nation
which by superior naval force obtains
control of the sea §s entitled teo the op.
portunity thus gained to buy War mi-
terial iz neutral countries. A neutsal
government is not free under the law
to deny it that opportunity. By so
doing it would act In o manper up-
triendly to the nation which was in.
jured and would cease 1o be neutral.
The injured nation would have a legal
right to retallate and even lo make
war upon & nation which aected n
this ungeutral manner.

By placing an embargo on ayrms the
United Stetes wonld concede the vers
prineiple by which Germany ami Aus-
bhmg-

son has condemned the action of these
belligerents #s contrary to Interna.
tional law. He denles the right of any
nation to change the laws of wuar n
ordar to meet new conditions which
have arisen the war began. Were
he to attempt & change in the law de-
fining the duties of neutrals without
the consent of other nations, he would
do that which he condemns the bel-
‘Hgerents for doing. He would set
Germany and Austria free to sink pas-
senger ships and o drewn their pas-
sengers and crew. He would set Brit-
ailn and France free to seize all ships
currving geoods which they oven sus-
pected to be destined for the Teutonic
powers by way of neutral countrieoa.
He would justify the allles In taking
this course as .retaliation for what
they would consider an unneutral and
unfriendly act

The President's recognition of the
ohligations which international law
imposes on this Nation as a condition,
of meutrality Is apparent in tho steps
ha has taken to prevent arming mer-
chant ships for defense. He did not
announce that the United States wounld
permit no vessels so armed to enter
or leave Ametican ports, for he knows
that under International law no one
nation can rightly change the rules
of war or of naptrality. Knowing that
anly by consent of all the nations can
this changse. be made Binding, he “has
proposed to the powers that they ns-
sent to & new doctrine.” In ke man-
ner he could prohibit export of arms
and stjll maintain American neutrallty
only If the other nations consented to
thiet change in the rules of neutrality.
As the change would operate to the
decided disadvantage . of the anti-
Teuton allies, there |8 no probability
that they wotuld consent. No course,
therefore, remuins open to the United
Stales except to permit the munitions
trade, unless an embargo should be
declared in retallation for wrongs
done to Américans by the alljes, As
the offenses of the allies affect only
property, for which damages can be
recovered by arbitration, whila those
of the Teulons huve taken life, which
enn never be restored, there Is mno
probabllity that the United States will
deciare an embargo for retalation,
which would benafit the Teutons,

The number. and Importance of the
wireraft now engaged in the war and
the serious ‘character of thelr raids
suggest the possibility that men may
yot abandon earth for air as the scene
of hostilities. They probably have no
alternative at present, since the armies
are stuck In the mud.

In Britain the women are banding
together in & matrimonial boyecott
agnlnst those who refuse to enlist. The
cynic would say that the man who
stays at home is thereby sassured of
Immunity from the two greatest
known sources of human grief,

Had mot thse Indians explained the
g of the great stone and other relles
at City Hall they might have been as
meaningless to future generations as
are the prehistorle ruilns of Yucatan,

When war was declared by Iltaly,
that country was expected to make
short work of the Austrian navy, but
has net been able to prevent it from
capturing both of Montenegro's ports.

————

It 8 a great reHef to know that
Yuma is to be rebullt. Without it we
shonld bhe at a loss for a place with
which to compare i certain region
reputed to have a sultry climale.

Perhaps the Kentucky Klick is stall-
Ing to catch Hon. Milt Miller, who, by
the way, never put molasses on the
bait when he fished in the Santiam.

The only seemingly dlscordant note
in some of the suits for divorce is the
size of the alimony the wives ask,
They make themselves too cheap.

German aeroplanes raided England.
What an important epoch had these
giant planes made a peaceful journey
between Berlin and London.

ﬂ

Wages 37 per cent higher than a
yvear ago are proof of prosperity in
New York, but how much more will
the higher wages buy?

Aeroplane fighting 1s reported from
various parts of Burope. Which in-
sures further heavy losses among In-
nocent bystanders,

Execution of a few cattla thieves
will not satisfy American public opin-
lon even If it dods pacify the pacifio
Administration,

News that a Turkish submarine
sank the Persia is surprising, for no-
bedy halieved the Turlk had it In him
to do so mudoh.

Grand opera fell short $100,000 in
Chicago. Comic opera, however, con-
tinues to do a flourishing and profit-
able business.

The Colone! will be prepared to
trim in June after a few weeks to
“ao'ard and wind'ard” in the West
Indies.

ﬂ

The Colonel is geatting tame., His
trip into the “wilds” this year will
take him no farther than the West
Indies.

|

No doubt many good citizens envy
the trusties who embexzled & bottle of
beer while moving the confiscated
stuff,

|

Nothing short of the third degres

ecan reveal the detalls of the theft of
diamonds at tha police statiom,
| ——————— ]

Wide interest is being shown in
basketball. A fine filler between the
football and baseball seasons.

The humane individual will not fall
to add & few dimes to the fund for
war-stricken Jews

It =vill not cost more to keep clean,
but anything fancy in shirts means
more money. 4

The laundries ars ralsing their
prices. Trying to make a “cleaning.”
as it were,

ﬂ

Villa i8 mixing the local color for
the yollow press of this country.

German bombs again are hitting
them on the old Kent road.
I — ——— |

One guess is as good =25 another,
Make your own forecast,

This fs the open season for candi-
dates.

visit the Armory and’ select your
car.

Full speed abead to the Auto Show.

L
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WHITHER BOUND: MAIX QUESTION

More Impertant ‘Than Speculation as
© te Origin af Man,

UNIVERSITY PAREK, Or, Jan 34—
(To the Editor.)—Aprepos of evolution.
the writer helleves that creation can
be sither direct and instantaneous, or
gradual and slow. A prolonged cren-
tion Tequires as much eof creative
power as an at-once construction. In
Genesis the story of creation secms 1o
anticipate the evolutionary method s0
dear to so many sclentists, Thero la
enough springineéss in the words “in
the beginning” to meet nll the require-
ments of the story of nalure as Lo ere-
ation. What mattars it that the works
of nature now have more varfety and
extent than at the start? The preceding
stages and wonderful germs may be
put into & reverent acceptance of the
process of creation. Nasturs has much
to tell up as to creation, but néeds 1o
be supplamentsd by the written record:
the written record declares In opulent
willingness 28 to origins, but [t wel-
comes all the light the thorough study
of pature sheds.

Genesis presents more the fact of
ereation than the method. True it s
that Genesls reveals rudiments found in
Habylonlan and Assyrian records, but
these elaments are similarly freed from
base conceptions and are assoclated by
the Genesia record with spirituality, in
fine, with God the nll-pervading soul.
from whom no piast recedes and before
whom no future rises, Thut Gonesls
should put the story of erestion into &
childilke form is the domand of & race
In childhood tp whom the words wersa
addrossed. Man stands at tho tep of
crontion, and above man s the God
whose name s Love. It is A mistake
for any thinker to confound a point of
view with a fact. Evalution ls merely
# theory that was sc  attractive to
painstaking Darwin, who should be
read hefore condemned. The many
who follow him, or Darwin modified,
are intelligent and honest in thought.

But the maln thing is not what ia
back-of ug but what l8 to come,

“Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter Jin
through the gates inta the city.” As to
the soul, he who ts anchored in the
fdea of God has no difficulty In ae-
ecepting the biblical 1ight shed upon the
motl start of man. “And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the =round
{whether instantanecusly or grutually,
the record does not declare), and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living seul”

Some thinkers have andhsred 1o the
pre-existence of spuls, one of which
fomes to every person born, othera to
teaducianism, according to which souls
coms from souls and- still others favor
creationism, that s the creation of a
new soutl with every body cominz into
the world. It matters mot how we
came this way-—we know we gouls are
here, mnd for our souls the contest s
on, heaven nbove, hell beneath, and
in the middle our souls

The past flowe into the present. and
out of the presant flows the future.
Our estnte i& here, and now Is our
epoch. We have two books to read.
That of nature starts with the middie
and goos back and nlso forward; It in-
dicstes a wondrous plan of which we
are parl. The other book atarts with
the beginning and moves on and an,
endiessly on. it grasps the first, the
taiddle and the last.

B. J. HOADLEY.

EMBARGO WOULD NOT SAVE LIVES

One Slde Wonld Merely He Glven Op-
partunity te Siny More.

SILVERTON, Or., Jun. 23.—(Te tlhe
Editor.)—1 wish space to reply to P. &
Whiteomb, who shows suoch wonderful
skill in hia criticism of our Nation's
Chief for not placing an ambargo on
the exportation of munitions to beallig-
erent nations,

Very avidentiy this sgteemed Corval-
lis studenl's {dea In favoring such an
embargo is that the salaughier of hu-
man beings would be stopped. If this
were & ftact I should most emphatically
bo in favor of the embargo. Bul It
would not stoep the zlaughter of hu-
mans, it would only stop the killing of
Germuns, The fortuncs of war have
decresd that Germany be unable to Im-
port thesa munitions, and foreseeing
that fmct, eho used her bhig army to
take possession of the iron mines in
Belglum, thereby depriving the entente
allies of & natural resource.

The entente allles, taking advantage
of superlority on the sea, have block-
aded Germany's ports. Therefors I hold
that to place an ombargo on munitions
would result to deprive the enlente
powears of ammunition, thereby letting
Germany kill all the men sha liked
with munitions obtained by the superi-
ority of her army in Belgiom, snd
woutld ba a grossly unneutral act, re-
sulting in the wholesale slaughter of
bundreds of thousands of Russian,
French and English soldlers rendered
abgolutely defenseless by our mct. Such
s polloy would not ba either just or
humane. It would In effect be just as
neutral te go over Lthete apnd drive
Germnny out of Balgium.

Why should America be deprived of
the economlicsl impetus resuitant from
the manufacture of munitions ospe-
cinlly as Eurepe did mot hesitate to
take apy advantige she dared In our
times of stross? 1 am not so bass or
sordid ns to talk of industrial sdvan-
tagez: and human lives In one breath,
a8 I have done my best to show that an
embarge would not stop the murders
going on but would only render one
side defenselesg, Besldes, we can not
make the world over agaln, we mustL
take it as it is, mot 28 we think it
should be,

Do mot pray for peace, pray for tha
alevation of the mind or spirit of the
mnn who wishes war, In earller days
the young cavaller strutted around
with a chip called honor on his shoul-
der, ready to challonge to mortal com-
hat anyone who he imagined dared
sully it. So with a nation. As elvil-
jzation advanced this practice passed
away. That milita¥lsm s & curse
should be taught in our sehools and
universities, that to kill a man whom
you have never seen before is an In-
excusabls murder. Willlam Jennings
Bryan, sithough he 1§ yoara ahoad of
time with his dootrines, 1s a fargrunner

of a higher and nobler civillzation,
PATRIOY.

Give Merchants n Chance.
PORTLAND, Jan, 24.—(Te ths Edi-
tor. J==The latter writing campaign was
certainly a brilllant (déa and met
with the hearty commendation and ap-
proval of all good citizans of Portland,
provided it has not the effect of in-
ducing unemployed to locate here, But
that ia & feature which. in the opinion
of many interviewed by the writer, Is
worthy of conslderation.

All organized bodles of tourisis are
met at the trafn by a committes, taken
for a trip over the city and surround-
ing country In automabiles (borrowsad,
pot hired), then landed at the Chamber
of Commerce or somes hotel and dined.
kept entartalned until train time given
a bunech of rofes nnd bade good-bye
In all of this they have hand no op-
portunity of seeing the inside of the
stores. The tradesmen ars ssksd o
gontribute to entertalnment funds and
they alwaya respond lUberally, but the
visitor bas no opportunity te spend.

During the Shriners’ vigit inst Fall I
met and talked to two of the fraternity
dulegates and remarked that they weore
mitsing & fine ride ovar the houlevards.
Thair reply was to the effect that they
knew thls, but had to pass it up for the
reason that they bhad thelr wives with
them and wanted te visit the stores
and make soma needed purchases and
obtaln gome mouvenira of tha eity.

Why not turn these psople Jooas for
a couple of hours, ~ giving them to
understand they will be expected to
meat axaln at say & o'clock? This
may seem & MEerconAry SUEgestion, bul
we all understand fhat benelits are ex-

pected from Lhelr vieit.
WAL E RYDER. |

e . gy

BIRD WATCHER HAS SUSPICION.

He Thinks “Deadiy” Robin in His Yard
MMust Be Female,

VANCOUVER, Wash, Jan. 21.—(Ta
the Editor.)—Following ywur good ad-
vice, 1 have been feeding the birds
during the past few wesks. From a
humnfe standpoint and as an oppoT-
tunity to obmwerve the habits and char-
acteristics of birda it I a pleasure
and experience well worth the small
trouble and expense attached to Ik

I think that our town birda are
pretty well cared for, but the wild
croatures of the country woods and
fields are dyving off rapidly and if the
snow lasts much longer thars will be|
A great scarcity of game and song
birda 1o greet the gonial Spring.

Sometimes there will be a couple of
dozen birds In our yard and the next
Instant, without apparent ecauss, not
one is In sight., For five minutes the
yard will be dosertéid and then some
hungry customer will vanture in, soon
to be followed by a flock of athars.

In Other Days.

Prom The Omgonian of Janaary 35 1E8Y

Tha rifin rangs in connhection with
the First Reglment mory s complet-
od and will Be turned aver to the resi-
ment by ithe county commissionsrs
the meeting of January 25, when
will be formally opened,

ar

it

the clever eXetsh
artist, has returmed from hin New Or-
leans trip which He mude on businéss
in connection tth: the preat Dempaey-
Fltesimmaons fight

A. C. Davenport

A speéin]l médting of 1
Democrativ League h
Wednesday wsvening
action as to wmecurin enactment af
the Australian ballot reform bill
pending before the Legislature,

now

The Portiand Amal
will organizse and xettle down

1 suppose any self-respecting bird (s |ness At once 'he <lub already has o
ashamed to imitate n man, but in some | large memberahip and s mesting will
respects they ahow o Iack of Intelli- bo called in 4 few da to elect offl-
gonoe that 1s almost humen, If I were [cors and perfect arrangemenis for
a hungrey little robin, sitting on & fonce | ODORIRE UP THONS
or tree, wondering where to {ind a bite —_—
to eat, and saw o handsome man (like A call for a cltizens” meoling wan
one 1 know) come from a house and | made terday wo st the
seatter something mll over the snow-|council chamber | i & maet
coversd yard and then return to the|ing was called for " i LR
house—1 eay If ¥ were such a cold, [amended olty charter now i
hungry bird, I would bet the nicest |the Lemisiature.

Tatiest, fuiclest worm at the Spring| —

plowing that 1 would scon find whal| The conymitise appointed Lo Fecurs
the aforosaid hanodeome man had been | lopatlion for th Universit
doing, Most of the birdse under the|has decided (b h Is the
above ciﬂ.‘!ﬂ!ll‘tnhcus. goam Lo seo BOMe- i most deatrable place "y Paortland
thing In the distance that fooks mighty | for the location of such an inatiiution
good and fly away o investigato. - "

Our petlte feathored boardera ara an| x
interesting lot of Mttle creatures and Half » Contury Agv.
poasess cartain traits wvery ke their ¥rami The Oregoniun of Janumty 2 1 WA
human nelghbore, Some of thelr habits The terrybont r ty has about
way well be copled by us, but it pro- all i oan do t n successfully againat

to vightleous anger o see the curreni e Willametis River

vokes me
same poor, famlabing robin comle
down into the yard and ravenously
gorge himgelt till his Mttle “tummy” ia
so full that it falrly drags on the
snow, and then, instead of sceing him
tly sway .to “count his blessings i
watceh him attempt to drive off all his
hungry brothers and Elsters, It is as-
tonlshing to asee how vindictive
lttle demdn is. He will rush furl-
ously =t the other birds and peck at
them savagely. The asmaller birds
seem not to mind his enslnughts, mere-
Iy hopping to one #ide to resume thelr
feast, but one ferocious robln may put
all the others to flight.

I may state that from many
experience ap a married man and from
more or less observance of “the femals
of the specles” 1 am elrongly Inclined
to think that the "demon™ robins 1
have referred to na "he" may mere
properiy belong to that sex which in
“more deandly than the male' 1 think
no ordipary, self-respecting bind would
portult some grouch of a brother to
drive him In unceremonlouns flight from
such n feast but I can quite well ap-
prociate his terror when hia wile,
maother, aister or affinity rushes at him
with threatening bonic fowever, It is
not pleasant to think that Mother Na-
ture should put this selfish, “dog-in-
the- manger” quallty in the pretty little
beings. I presume it i& Loo much like
vgeeing ourselves as othory see un" tor
us to apprecinte this humanlike feature
in the birds,

Robins and snow birds predominnte,
but we Have an Infinile wvarlety ol
boardera from the ornithological king-
dom. During this snow I belleve that
our yard has been visited by at lenst
a few of every known bird except, posi-
sibly, the astrich. If any ostrich has
been mround it was while we ware not
wittehing and I auppose the poor crea=
ture was Immediately driven away by
the “lady” rohbin whoe was “boss'" at
the time he put in his appearinodé,

The most tempting spread will not
keep our boarders about pfter aun-
down nnd they disappeir Where? I
have not the slightest idea. 1 waould
ke to know where they slay thore
cold nights They eannol aleep In the
burren, wind-swent treées.

BIRD LOVER.
e e ety

COMMUNITY INTEREST FORGOTTEN ¢

yooarn'

Paoifists Toeo Stronmly Imbued Wiih
Individual Ambition,
PORTLAND., Jan. 34—(To the ¥dl-
tor.}—While 1t 18 a pity that some of
gur foremost oitiens should he
rovitiates regarding our prepare ness
for Nitional defonse, and apparently
jack the essentinl dois which they
could procure at most Any new= sland,
still we must admit this scems to b

the truth,

Yet It is a great relief th nacortnin
that \he cobwebs that mantled the mind
of the Corvallis somuiloquist have beon
rent asunder by tha informatlon pro-
cured from tMe oditorin! page of The
Sunday QOregonlan,

If it were not for the expressions of
patriotic citizens which find their way
to the gensral multitudes through the
columns of papers llke The Qregonidn,
conditions for our Natlonal defense
would be much worse than they now
nro.

Too many well-mesning voters have
allowed themselves to drift in the
shallow wike of pork-burrel politics
with a lackadalsicsl attitude regard-
ing our Nationzl needi. The time has
now como when cvery true citigen
should think and act In harmony
regarding the intrinslc problem of 2
tional presarvation—tha time han come
when not to nct is Natlonal suicide

If we have not sufflclent patriotism
to zet ready for a materinl storm,
would wa not lack the spirit of our
forefathers to malntain our indepand-
ence when the gredl crisis arose? Have
we become so imbued and enthusiastio
regarding our individual ambition that
we have forgottan our communlty In-
tareet in the land which gave ua birth
the land which our ancestors gave thelr
lives that their posterity might live and
enjoy the blestings of fresdom?

Aftsr the great Buropean war haa
come 10 & olose, what bettar opportun-
ity cou'd present [tself to those untold
numbers of well-trained hoats than (o
cross the seag and with well-trained
and practiced precision pluck the
golden ¢gg from the nest of the greatl
Amerjoan gooss?

In conclusion 1 would kindly
the gentleman from Corvallis io pro
ecure n foew Ropien of the Review
Reviews, and brush up on the subjec

which ho propounds.
M. O, ARMSTRONG.

————

Electoral Apportionment.
SHEDDS, Or. Jan, 20—(To the d-
itor.}—Kindly print in The Oregonlan
the electoral vote of saeh state In the
Unlon. J. B. ROBERTSON,

Alabams 13, Arizona Arkansas §
California 183, Colorado 6, Connectlout 7,
Delawnre 3. Florida 8. Georgla 14, Ida-
ho 4, Tllinols 26, Indiana 13, Towa 18,
Kansae 10, Eentucky 13, Loulslena 10,
Maines 6, Maryland, 5, Massachusetis 18,
Michigan 15, Minnesota 12, Misslssippl
10, Missouri 18, Montana 4, Nebraska §,
Nevida 3, New Hampahire 4, New Jer-
sey 14, New Maxico 5, New Yark 45,
North Carolinn 13, North Dakota &,
Ohle 24, Oklahoma 10, Oregon §, Ponn-
sylvania 38, Rhode Island §, South Caro-
fina §, South Dakota 5, Tennessea 12,
Tezas 30, Utah 4, Vermont ¢, Virginia
13, Washington West Virginila &.
Wiseonsin 13, Wyoming 3; total 831
Necsssary to a cholce 264

——— .
Play at the Iroquois.

PORTLAND, Jan. 24.—(To tha Wdi-
tor)—What was the play and who wia
playing at the time the Iroquols fire in
Chlcago, 19007 8. E.

It was an estravagansa, “Mr. Blue-
beard,” presented by a Hlaw & Er-
langer company, -
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BRICK THOUGHT NoT SUITABLE
Correnpondent Objects to Iis Use In

Postoffice Exterior.

PORTLAND, Jan, 24—(To
tor.)—1 noticed In Th Orex .
fuw dnys igo tha the \
bullding i Lo be wgrecied in Paort
iand would probshly be constructed of

i - stories and brick

* mlorios Now I call on
nher of Commarce and every man
ortland L« nter a vizorous protos
against anything Iike that In my

oginion nothing cheaper than stone
good enourl for the Poutoffice bulld-

Ing.

Laoo beautiful City Hall
How wi if the apper atorie
had been Tin d with brick? 1 am
surs it woudd not have the rich uppear
anco it has

Thay built a Postoffloe building In
Los Angeles nbout six years sgo, bul
they did not use anything bul stong in
ft—=that I8, the exterior Portiand
surely ls entitled to as good a Post-
affice building an Los Angelen It is
sl rlght for individunls Lo use g And
trick in thelr bulldin but I think the
United &tatox Governmont buildings
nhould ba just a I bettar than
privats bulld » mnot halleve
there i uny g in tha world
but gurs that brick In exterior
work. G O K

————r=——
When Attacked by Dog.

GLENADA, Or,, Jan, 23.—To the Edi-
tor.)—A owns a dog lives in &
housa with a fenc ind his prap-
erty and B (for inuimnica a Erodary
man), who has been acoustomoed to
delivering puckages at the housse, gat
Bit by A's dog in A's 4. Kindly pub-
ttah whetl B can sus and
collect dar * Injuries suffered.

A SUBSCRIBER.

If B can prove that A Knew the dog
was accustomed to biting people, he has
an action.

I i
Seore in Cribhage.

WILLAMINA, Or, Jam, 20,—(To the
Bditor.)—To sl ditference of re
sulte, will 3 o dtate how much
in in & hand of bbage, oards aa fol-
low Baven rig fturn-up), seven
diamon three apades, three Jdlia-
monds, two cluba A says 13, B saye &

SCBSCRIBER.
seven combines with the two

and devce to make 15, hence the

inform |

I

score 1a four for 15a and four for two
palrs; total &
———
The Problem Solved.
Judge.
Great publisher—We find this noval

of yours twice ne leng as |t should be.

Great suthor—But [ can't waste all
that matering,

Greut 1\-1|1‘:t:|hd-r_lfrrl.-.ln'.\' not, Our
{des {8 to oul it In hall snd maks two
novels of It

————
Time Is Money to Him.
Birmingham Ago-Herald

“Gadsop tries to create the | 5
slon that time {8 monoy with him.
see. Doss ha stuggesid In crenting that
impression®™ “Only when he pawns his
waleh™

———————
Lumberman's Pablicarion.
HOOD RIVER, Or, Jan. 248 —({To the
Editar.}—Wiil you please publish
nane of one or two gKood lumber irade
papers published In Portland? G.&

The U block.

Timberman, Union

Digging Our Graves
With Our Teeth

lmproper {oods Immoderately uwed
pave done much (o shorten the uvers-
sgo span of lite

As Chauncey Depew recently put
it, “Most of his friends have dug
thalr graves with thelr teath.™

There has besn s viry grout roal-
fzatiop Of thils in recent years—a
strong tendeney towards udenszibla
diet.

Food producia ars pow oxploited
becausg of tha ppocial marit of puri.
ty and health making value

The ndvertising in The Oregotlan
has doubtieas made yon famillar
witty muny of them,




