
Depth of Channel at Mouth of Columbia River Now Nearly 31 beet

i

Greater Depth to Be
Keached Soon by

Jetty Operations
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Volume of Coastwise Traffic Makes Steady jGain

tt.tfr MoTtm-- nt to California Tort Large but Northbound Trade Need to 1 Developed.

CWr Relation Between Oregon Coa.4 Toint Urged Ab-sk- a Trade Valuable.
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aad Orgoa cot porta. KlraU the
stBamrr of the North ratine HteantBhlp
Cumnaay runnlna drrl lo Coos Bay
and (bear to Kunkn. Th ar-- OrBl-cl- a

coullni l. swoml Hi o.
callrd --nK)q llo ft. wbl- - h la mad
up vf a number of gaaollnc ! of
vanlng ls BOd ownrhlp. Th
K, i lo thOM porta whre
fi wai.r la loo shallow lo permit the
afe aavlgailoa of ! larger. 4epr- -

draft ai. At cartain aaona or
tb year Iba steamer tlu II. Minor
mil balacea Portlaad and Tillamook.

The freight rat on the golln
vtasols ar somewhat lower t;an oo
lb iora. but Ib msrlB Insurance
rale covering tbe cargo Is considerably
higher. Tbi Is due IO tbo fact that
tky ar susceptible ta mora baiards
tbaa Bleaxaars. suck ss Br and strand-lag- .

tlsaaaaklB rlr I4U4.
At lb vary Isoeption of tfe organl-salio- a

of lb aw C'hambor of Com-mer- e

a ronicnltt was umid, Ih
cbalfTnanadlp. of ahlih 1 waa aaked to
take, to slimy lb Ore too Coast steam-a- h

i Hrtks. Tk Bri prvblaina plar4
bsloro lb commute war aa

arvl- - lo Banivn and t'-a- l part
of the Cc4"l'l Valley served bst from
lianjua. aia lo Tort orford aad otber
points of Coast that ar now col
aa'i.laciorllv rvmerlnl with rortland- -

W lBsliaate4 three rr"Pls for
Ib a(ablisbmit and building up of
ariiO sieamskip lne. In eacli

lb paramount problem run-froatl-nc

i wa rt"rn cargo from
tie porta to Portlaad. W found that
tb regular lla.a and Irrvguiar steam
BckooBsr that ar hauling lumber and
wd pro4ucta from Or ago a coast points
t Cslirarnla kid xcdlagly lo
frlgkl ralss lo load aarthooana. Thu
parai i la tb California Jobbar and man-afata- rr

to laad go4s IB Orsgoa at
f rk..i vita whlcb It Is almost Impoasl-L- U

for tb Portland Jobkar la compsts.
Oar coamlltea 4:4. la a general way.

f Qrir lb posibllitl of getting
uortbboiad; cargo. Th study al Brat
was OjrctlcJ to s cevaisdiUts.
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IbucH as coaU dairy producls. etc
rcarh-- d. tha conrluior that this entire
sut)) t of compelling a northbound
moom.nl from uregon t oast point to
Hon land la a blar problem and must uo
undertaken by our whole community In
a thoughtful, comprehensive way. It
rannot b worked out fully and care-
fully until I'ortland manufacturer,
consumers and merchant appreciate In
abaolut detail tb ponslblll tie of pro-ducll-

In the districts tributary to the
Oret. on coajt port, and until we have
saiisfled ourselves as to what commodi-
ties can b made, under a more nr-gell- o

Industrial policy, lo mov from
tlie.o points lo I'ortland.

This work, like most of our other
h.avy steamship problems, will not be
properly analysed until two or three
fundamental provisions bav been
taken car of fully. On of Ih first
suggestions covering this last state-
ment la that Portland capital and Port-
land Interest organli a vry thorough
and mclent steamahlp company that
will undertake to servo the several
smaller ports that do not now get a
regular, efficient servlc. To do this It
might be advantageous to bar the
proper capital take over soma existing
Una, roorganls It. acquire the neces-
sary boats of tbe sis, draft and speed
naeded. and at the sam Urn organise
the traffic situation with a thorough-
ness that would guarantee fair loadings
lor the vessels when they ar put on
tho run.

4nhbaa4 I argoe Xe4-4- .

As we ha found the situation, tbe
moat Important of all of these traTic
consideration will be tho northbound
cargo. I would recommend that a com-

mute of about Ihrre of our very best
business men mak a tour of the Ore-so- n

coa'. stopping at every port that
mv ba served from the Columbia
Hiver. studying Ih pro4uction of each
region tributary to that port, and
forming-- la a general way sou-i-s ra-

tional, broad plan whereby a certain
northbound movement from that port
may be encoeraged and maintained.
Tbi tudy would probably lak the
term of compelling certain raw prod-
ucts to mov her lo Industries already

tbllsh4 or that should b atat
I, abed to handle thes raw product.
It would probably also necessitate a
t,ry thorough acalysla of tha dairy and
tb llvaatock situation lo determine
how niurh of these product may be
depended uun t-- h ruuulU cf tbe year.
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River Transportation Factor Portland
Rivers, Bulk of Traffic of Interior

Be Secured height

By A. H. tsavaea.
eventual hope lies in

the development of her river
transportation. This refers aa

much to the Willamette Kiver as to the
Columbia. The Willamette River has
bad some alight Improvements, but
there ar wonderful possibilities Inher-

ent lu this stream with development
that would make it navigable at all
seasons of the year to Eugene.

on tho Willamette,
with reasonably fair landing facilities,
aud th locks open as they ar now at
Oregou City, mean a great reduction
la the already reasonable freight rates
between the Willamette Valley and
Portland. It means the centertnT of
many industries at the head of navi-
gation which ar not possible In

smaller places where there is a lack
of facility for distributing the prod-
ucts from a central market and where
tber Is a lack of labor. Many have
wondered why factories go to large
cities whoia conditions for labor are
belter In small cities, but it is due to
the large cities" better distributing fa-

cilities, a greater boine market, and to
the fact labor likes to b where
the opportunities for employment all
the year round ar better than they
arei In small places.

The Wiilamelt has been given littlo
attention, and. because the possibilities
of tho Columbia are so much greater
and the volume of traffic so mueh
larger on that river and the territory
so much greater. It must be plain to
averyone that when the Columbia and
tha snake through canalisation are
opened up for navi-
gation the development of Portland s
Industries are assured beyond a ques-

tion.
Lower Freight Rat IrgeeJ.

Th location of Portland Is such that
It Is entitled to the lowest freight
rates from th Interior of any large
city on the Pacific Coast. These freight

have nor will werates we do not now
vr fit lhtu uuiil the Columbia and.

CAsea. ZJZ

00 tons of etone has ben dumped in
the Jetty. This stone has been placed
along- - tha entire length of' the trestle
and it Is thought thu thus
provided will furmUU upport for the
piling und insure Its remaining intact
until such time us operations can again
be resumed.

There remains to be placed In the
Jetty nearly 1,000,000 tons of stone be-

fore tho enrockment will be brought
up to the required level.

The United States dredge Chinook,
formerly the commercial steamer "M-
ohawk,' and later the Army transport
Grant, was turned over to the Engi-

neer Deuartment and converted a
dredge, with two pumps. She
was first placed In commission on the
btr In 1S04, working from May to No-

vember. Experience demonstrated that
her draft was too great to allow of
effective dredging and she was laid up
at the Government moorings until Jan-
uary, 110, when a contract was made
for removing her upper works, and
making repairs to boilers and machin-
ery. These changes resulted in a ship
having less draft and free board and
better adapted to the bar and weather
conditions. Her dredging ' capacity,

small to makehowever, was still too
any appreciable effect on tbo bar and
it was not until two additional

Snake are canalized and freight can
be barged down from the uppermost
reaches to Portland. With this Im-

provement completed the ability or a
steamer or tug to tow barges carrying
a thousand tons, it needs no Imagina-
tion to perceive that freight rates to
Portland will be established on such a
basis as will make it nt as a
market for the products of the upper
country.

With the lowest freight rates to
Portland would naturally come the
lowest freight rates from Portland, and
once we have such rates the develop-
ment of Industries will take care of
itself. It behooves, therefore, every
citizen of Portland who is Interested
in the growth of the city to work per-
sistently and incessantly for the im-

provement of the rivers. Let us work
together, first, to Improve the Colum-
bia snd then to organize the upper
country to build good roads to the
river, and once that is accomplished
we must work on the Willamette.
When the Columbia end the Suake are
open to navigation all the year round
the Industries of Portland will not need
developing the facilities for distribu-
tion will make them come almost with-
out further work on the part of our
citizens.

lyser River Seed Ievelozeat.
With tho development of the upper

reaches of the Willamette and the Co-

lumbia there must go hand in hand
the development of the Lower Willam
ette arrd Columbia. When the writer
came to Portland some 39 odd years
aio a steamer drawing 16 feet had

coming up the Columbia and
tbe Willamette. Today steamers draw-
ing Z5 feet can come up easily. This
shows what intelligent,
Improvements can accomplish when
they ar persistently prosecuted. We
must have, to accommodate such steam-
ers as now bear th commerce of the
ocaati. is feet of water in the river
from the sea to Portland and 40 feet
on th bar.

It Is a mistake, to suppose that
ths UatCiv vii .lie lowtr river

Active Work Now
. Being Pushed on

. North Side Unit
Tramway 12,300 Feet Long Co-

mpletedTo Provide for Continu-
ous Operations More Funds Are
Needed.

pumps were Installed that satisfactory
results were observed. This was done
In 114 and she was placed In commis-
sion In June of that year, and kept
at work throughout tho Winter of
114-191- 5. most of tbe dredging, how-
ever, having been done inside the bar
on different shoals.

The completion of the Jetty is con-

sidered of greater importance than
dredging, but the funds required to op-

erate the dredg as compared to the
amount required for the Jetty are so
small that a sufficient amount has been
set aside for operating the Chinook
during the coming season.

The following table shows periods
of operation and cubic yards of ma-

terial dredged by the Chinook:
Cubic yard dred,c'd.

On bar Instdtt'Lar
May lo Novsmbrr. 104. .. asil.UM
SKPUmber ta Dec. 1910,
liny tu June, 1011 212.0SO
July. lull, lo July a 1U1L' 44I1..WH
.Tunc 10, to o. t. 1.1, IlilB 4s!l.r,7
July 1 to June 11.".. . I.1,HM ,7i0,.'-"- 5

July 1 to November, llu..1.utJ,ut;5

Total S.7S.liSS l,i5,5!.1
Vorry-K- ot t'hanael Is toal.

The latest partial survey of the bur.
made In November, showed a govern-
ing depth of 35 feet in the dredgl"
area, an Increase of about eight f- - et
Bine the north Jetty was started, and
of 30 feet on the southerly entrance
range.

The conditions were never more fa-

vorable for a permanent channel of
40 feet or more, but it la safe to pre-

dict that the river and harbor bill will
not be reached before the very last of
this session of Congress, and that no
further work can be done until about
March II at the earliest, and the

are that National defense !ttJ-latlo-

will place the bill in serious
Jeopardy. The whole Northwest la in-

terested In a deep bar channel, which
it U believed by the Army engineers
can be accomplished only by complet-

ing the Jetty. A campaign, it is urgf d.
should be Btarted by all shipping ami
commercial interests at once with a"
view to Impressing; upon the Congres-

sional delegation the favorable indi-

cations for a permanent channel of 40

feet or more. Congress should not loi--

the chance of taking advantage of .these.,
conditions and while they exist, fur-

ther delay may result in the loss of
the object for which so much money

has already been spent. If tho river
and harbor bill falls, the Sundry Civil
bill should carry an item providing
sufficient funds to continue construc-
tion.

No one can say with certainty. while
dredging Is being done simultaneously
with the construction of the north
Jetty to what extent dredging is as-

sisting the scour. It is a physical cer-

tainty, Tiowever. that the Jetties, by
contracting the area over which the
water flows, deepen the channel thus
the paramount importance of the Jetty.
This was illustrated throughout the
construction of the first four and one-ha- lf

miles of the south Jetty, when no
dredging was done and the channel
increased from SI to 31 feet; dur-

ing later years of the south Jetty ex-

tension when little material was
dredged in comparison to the amount
that was displaced through scour in
duced by the Jetties.

Is all that la necessary, because It is
Just as imperative to develop the
upper rivers in order eventually to give
us that freight rale to which our locu-

tion entitles us. This is the one thing
we must work for at all times. Noth-
ing will help so much to get those who
are most deeply interested in Portland's
success to work for the improvement
of the waterways as investments in
steamships, both for river traffic and
deep sea traffic Some good work is
being done along this line by people
on the Lower Columbia who are build-
ing ocean-goin- g lumber carriers, and It
should be the aim of those who have
money to Invest in Portland to put
some of it into shipping of all sorts
and descriptions, so that we may have
tonnage registered in and owned in
this port With ships owned and con-

trolled by Portland people, it educates
the general public to the necessity of
improvements In the rivers, and every-
body becomes Interested aud willing to
help. Probably there has been no
chance for profitable Investments In
shipping lu tbe history of the modern
world that equals today's opportunity,
owing to the shortage occasioned by
the war's destruction.

The shipbuilding plants located In
Portland and on the Lower Columbia
probably will be busy for years in dy-

ing their share to Increase tho tonmiso
of the world, and this will be of great
benefit to the city, but still greater
benefit would ensue if capital from
Portland became interested in the ships
themselves. With the development of
the upper and the lower rivers one
thiiiir certainly should occur, and that
is Portland could not fall to become
the greatest flour-millin- g center on
the Pacifio Coast, possibly the greatest
in tho country, and this alone is one
object that is worth striving for.

We have often been" told that it
would be wise to stop trading in real
estate and make Investments that
would help build up the city and make
real estate Intrinsically mor valuable,
and this statement, while always true,
certainly needs now to be impressed
uu the .ubliu more than sver.-

Is Great for
With Improvement of Channels in Columbia and Willamette

Will City Entitled to Lowest Rates.

Transportation

that

foundation

into

loc-
ations

also


