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I THE -LAND GRANT CONFERENCE.

Thoe land grant conference which
will begin its dellberations at Balem
today will apparen have uo com-

plaint as to the number or variety of
the poljcies that will proposed for
ite endorsement. They will range
from the simple to t ymplex. There
are ithose, it is presumed, who ad
cate Government control and reserva-
tion; there are those who propose
st conirol and reservation, and
there are still others who want the
lands opened to settlement on wholly
unrestricted terms and do not care
mhether Government or state or rall-
sond has administratl =0 long the
Jand Is made avallable to the first ap-
Plicants at a nominal price,

These dare the more simple pro-
posals. Theore are others which pro-
¥ide certain restrictions in detatl., Ex-
Governor West advocates an appeal to

¥
be

Congress to permlit the state to pur-
ch#se the grant frc the rallroad
company, mith the idea of gaining
profits from its disposition for the
benefit of the common school fund.
Judge Clecton proposges that the con-
ference meke & similar effort, but he
would have the procesds from the
lands divided three funde—ong

Tor loans to settlers, one for highways
over the land and one for irrigation
purpogex. H. 1. Ganoe, of Portland,
has jssued a pamphlet in which he
suggests that the conference stand for
& policy which would glve the settler
on cach tract of timbered nd 60 per
«<ent of the annual timber tles from
fils tract, to be expended for clearing
sind improvements and that, the other
&0 per.cent of the timber proceeds be
divided equally between the publie
yoads of the county where the tract
is located and the Irrigatlon of arid
lJands within the state, Mr. H. H.
Schwa has offercd the genaral out-
line of & plun which would aid settlers
to Improve the land by making profits

from the timber sales avullable =na
loans. In one or two of the afore-
mentioned proposals and in some of

others offered, it is suggested that the
Government surrender its rights to the
elate and that the state pny the Taill-
rouad its .50 per acre as the lands arve
eald.

It is not the purpose of The Orego-
niin hereln to advocale a complex
policy or to question the abstract vir-
tues of any of the detailed plans that
have been offered. It ends its own
sugzestions mith expression of the be-

lief that it is profoundly to Oregon's
interests that the lands be not re-
served for speculation by elither Gov-
ernment, rallroad, state, company or
individual; that Oregon’s welfare is
dependent upon & prompt conversion

into homes of that portion of the grant

which is suitable for agriculture and
upon the earliest possible return of
the cntire tract to the tiax rolls, But

it Iz perhaps timely lo polnt out some
of the difficulties that stand in the
way of success detailed plan if
such should be adopted hy the con-
Terence.

IFor example,
plates state pur

of a

a plan that contem-
ase of the lands and
subsequent state administration 1is
confronted by tliree contingencies:
The consent of Congress: the willing-
ness of the rallroad sell and the
approval by the people of Orezon of
a 3$5,000,000 bond issue. Tailure in
|y one particular woulid kiil the plan,
It cannot be denied that in Congress
there is & strong ultra-conservation
element. This sentiment is opposed to
State control of natural resources,
Deep ignorance of Oregon and West-
ern conditions also prevalls among
most of the Eastern delegations. Not
only must preconcelved oppesition,
therefore, be overcome, but an edu-
cational work of large proportions
provided for. What hope could there
be for favorable action by Congress
unless a strong delegation of private
citizens were sent to Washington to
remain for an indeflinite perlod? And
who could devots their tlme to the
matter? Who would pay thelr ex-
penses?T

Aa to the rallroad’s willingness to
#¢ll the grant to Government or state
at $2.50 per acre, perhaps the procead-
ings of the conference will be informa-
tive, as the rallroad 18 to be repre-
geluted, It has been suggested, but not
by an autheritative source, that the
rafiroad may hold that Congress can-
not compel it to sell; that it has as
g0od a hand in the game as state or
Government and that by slanding pat
it can ultimately compel Congress to
grant it more favorable consideration
than a straight 3$2.80 per acre. We
trust that this i= not the raflroad's
present attitude, We cannot believe it
f=. Yot it Miay be. If the rallroad
decms itself permanently secure in
22.50 per acre it may be willing to
gamble the obvious benefits to it of
prompt settlement of vacant lands in
its trafflc territory against a possible
direct profit from the grant, If so,
it will be up to Oregon to make the
rallroad company ses tha light,

As to whether the people of Oregon
would approve a $5,000,000 bond issue
for the purchase of the lands if the
other two contingericies were settled
favorpbly there Is an element of
doubt. We are wholly unable to fore-
cast the result,

As to those plans which contemplate
A relinquishment by Congress of the
Government's interest to the state un-
der guarantee from the state that it
will pay the railroad ms the lands are
=0ld, and also a%s to tho proposal that
the state buy the grant outright, it is
probable that in the present state of
Congressional enlightenment tha act
would be combated a8 a grant to Ore-
gon of Government lands on an en-
tirely new basis and as tha establish-
ment of a Trecedent which would
make future trouble for Congress,

There is another suggestion for ac-
tion by the conference which is aimed
to overcome these apparent obstacles
o the enuncjation of a detailed policy.

o

is

It is that the conference declars
formally by resclution the interests of
Oregon in the settlement and taxation
of the grant and then invite Congress
tp send a committee to Oregon Tor the
purpose of galning first-hand informa-
tion of local condittons and formulat-
ing somo solution of the problem that
will be just to the Government, the
State of Oregon and the rallroad come

pany.
This plan Is nnturally predicatad
upon Lthe assumption that Oregon's

primary Interests in the disposition of
the grant are bound te be so clear to
those who understand Oregon condil-
tions and are 2o strongly founded on
Justice that actlon favorable to Oregon
would be recommended by the com-
mittee; furthermore, that if a just and
regsonable bill were prepared public
sentiment would impel the rallroad
company to accept its provisions with-
out litigious contention.

As already stated The Oregonian en-
dorses mno policy other than that
broadly outlined. It has discussed
some of the complexities that confront
the conference in the hope that the
delegates will gilve them thought and
come to some avise conclusion. To do
that will be no trivial task. But let
it not ignore the existence of a wide-
spread opinfon—Iin this state. In the
public estimation, as we road it, Ore-
Bon needs mora settlers; it wants no
more of its lands included in reserva-
tionsa; it disputes the right of Clongress
to withdraw from the tax rolls, except
for necessary purposes to government,
lands that have once been legally
taxed; iL contends for prompt settle-
ment of the agricultural Iands in the
grant; it opposes private sparulation
in the timber and it opposes any pub-
Hc speculation therein that will inter-
fere with the earlysuse or develop-
ment of the lands by cultivation or
other industry.

WORSE THAN WAR.

Mr. Bryan makes repeatedly the
sneering proposal that all the jingo
editors who want war ought to be re-
qulred to enlist and be put in the
front rank on the firing line, there to
get the full benefit of their belligerent
and bloody policles.

Mr. Brayn pretends that everybody
who opposes his turn-the-other-cheek
notions is necessarily an advocates of
war, It is a false and silly assump-
tion. There is 1no newspaper of stand-
ing anywhere that wahts war, or
thinks of war, except as a deplorable
alternative to save the Natlon or to
protect Its honor and .vital rights.

Mr. Bryan thinks that the way to
have the world disarm is first to lay
down one's own arms. To show one's
own helplessnesa to the world is to
invite indignities and attacks from
possible enemiess, All history proves
it, It is folly to deny it, or attempt to
ignore It.

There arg worse tragedies than war,
One of them national indifference
to & natjon's rights and dutles. Next
comes national decay.

GONZALEZ' REIGN OF TERROR.
Genernl Gonzalez, who has taken
command of Mexico for Carranza, has
shown what kind of a deliverer he is
by i=suing the following proclamation:

There will be Inexorable punishment not

0 for the in the fisld

i the amnes expires aptember 1I5),
L for all indirect abe 8 of treason,
even those who disser te false or de-
alizing mews, as well as those who cir-
money sy but the Car-

any
We will institute au
exXtermination sgainst

paign of

then in turn Carranza, Villa and Za-
pata, each occupying and evacuating
the city as the fortune of war changed,

Murder, summary execution, loot and
starvation have been the lot of the
people.

President gt Indianapolis
said It s “a iamental principle

that every people has the right to de-

termine it own form of government.”
The only people whoe have exercised

that right in Mexico are the military
and bandit chiefs. The only right that
has been left to the rest of the people
is the right to be robbed, starved and

killed.
These are the effects of what
Colonel George Harvey calls the

anaemic policy of the Administration,
The only persons whose rights are re-
spected are those who by their crimes

have forfeited thelr rights. The only
persons whose rights are not re-
spected are those who patiently,

peacefully or through sheer helpless-
ness suffer by those crimes. Which
class has the greater claim on our
sympathy ’

ENSIBLE EUGENICS.

The type of mind that loves to be-
lieva the world never can be any be:-
ter than it is now has a particular
gruidge against the new science of eu-
genics because it proudly promises to
do the very thing which the rooted pes-
Blmist avers never can be done. Tho
cugenist Says that the same lawas of
heredity which have made other ani-
mals ruggedd, beautiful and docile can
do the same for mankind if they are
properly applied. The pessimist an-
swers groaningly that it Is of no use
to try any such experiment, for he
knows beforehand that it would fail.

One of these Jeremiahs exclaims,
“there is no evidence that the gualities
man has selected for breeding in sheep
are of any advantage to the sheep
itself.” And if long wool Is of no ad-
vantuge to the sheep that bears it how
under the sun can any qualltles what-
ever -be of use to man? Buch is the
logic of the opponent of eugenics. It
compares quite favorably with the
ressoning of the anti-suffragists, but
that is the only pralse wa can give it
No eugenist of whom we ever heard
proposes to breed men according to
Lthe practice of the farmyard. Tha re-
sults might be benefleclial or they might
not. It is useless to dogmatize about
them with no facts to go by and the
actual experiment is one that is never
likely to be tried.

What the cugenists want Is better
publie "education in the principles of

heredity. They belleve that if the
laws were beiter understood which
govern the transmission of disease,

viclous propensitles and mental de-
fects. many. foolish marriages might
be prevented and some wise anes pro-
moted. Whsatever our prejudices may
be we must admit that il is foolish for
a healthy girl to marry an imbecile
man. It is worse than foolish for a
syphilitic man to inveigle a pure
woman into marriage with him. It is
a crime unless iNdeed he has been
cured of his malady. Even then It
secma a2 If she were entitled to know
the facts of the situation.

It is by correcting some of the silly
popular notions concerning marriage
and heredity that the eugenists hope
to effect a slow improvement in the

Lhnmn.n race. They also desire to pre-
4

L]

mll nrm;d enamies.

Since Madero s=succeaded Porfirio
Diaz, the capital of Mexivo has fallen |
& prey to a series of such deliverers,
First came ¥Felix Diaz with his 10
days' buttle in the city, then Huerta,

venf certain classes of the
from matlng and propagating thelr
kind. Surely nothing Is to be galned
by the multiplication of imbeciles,
thieves and congenital paupers.

Of course we should still have plenty
of these classes, even if all tha unfit
were sterflized. As long as social con-
ditions produce defectives and erimi-
nals we shall have them with us. The
forces which degrade and ruin human

beings must be checked before the
world will be clear of the unfit. But
no doubt it would be helpful to pre-

vent the propagation of
specimens,

We question whether sterilization is
the hest Way to reach this end. 1t is
cruel in itself and it excltes horror in
the publle Imagination. Confinement
iz Just ax effective and le=s repulsive.
The multiplication of the unfit bene-
fits nobody and harms alm . eVery-
bodx. It s particularly injurious to
self-respecting working men, since it
tends to stock the labor market with
cheap and servile compatitors. Wage
earners would be more henefited than
any other class by intelligent control
of births,

undesirable

OREGON REPUBLICANS' CHOICE.
The canvass of Republican Iocal
leaders In Oregon by the etate com-

mittee shows the strongest deslre of
the party to be for the nomination of
a candldate for President on whom
the party can unite. That Is the ex-
planation of the preference for Justice
Hughes as first choice. He is recog-
nized as a man who will calm the con-
servative fear of radicalism, while sat-
Isfying the progressive desire to go

forward. He is without doubt the
strongest man in the estimation of
Republicans holding all shades of
opinfon, not only in Oregon, but in

many other states as well,

The preference for Senator Borah as
second choice due to a varlety of
motives. One is the fact that, though
he took a leading part in Colonel
Roosevelt's fight for the Republlean
nomination in 1912, he did not bolt
the ticket. He is therefore acceptable
to the great body of Republicans who
incline to neither extreme of policy. He
is 50 unguestionably rogressive that
he commands the support of progres-
sives—both those who staved In and
those who went out of the party. He
is at the same time so reasonably pro-
gressive that conservatives can find
no valid objection to him. Oregon
Republicans would welcome hi= nomi.
nation alse because he s n Western
man, who has made o4 vallant fight for
Western righi= and Interests, and be-
cause they are confident that, if he
were President, those rights and inter-
esta would recelve the care which they
sadly need, Oregon admires Mr.
Borih personally because of his char-
acter, his ability and his achievements.

15

Either of these two men would re-
celve the united Republican vote of

Oregon for President and would carry
the state by a majority of many thou-

sands. The Republicans of this state,
however, have not given thelr alle-
giance 1o any particular candidate.

They are ready to give loyal support
to any genuine Republican, free from
taint of reaction, whom the National
convention may nominate.

NO TIME FOR PARTISAN
Governor Withycombe

FEELING,

is respon-

sible for the land-grant conference at
Salem today. It i= his creation. It i=
an effort by him as the state’s chief

executive Lo clarify the discussion over
the profitable disposition of the rail-
road lands, ‘and to advance by a step
the movement for solution and settle-
ment. He does not shirk his duty to
the =tate or 1o the conference. He
feels undoubtedly that the policy it
adopts, or the recommendations it
makes, ought to bea the product of
untrammeled and uneoerced delibera-
tion; and he feels, too, a sense of ob-
ligation to accept the results and in
good falth to usza the power and pres-
tige of his to make them
effectiva.

offics

These are (he reasons, no doubt,
Governor Withycombe has

that after he shall have made a brief
address In opening the conference he
es not Intend to participate active-
1y."" Now the inquiry is directed to
The Oregonian as to why Senator
Chamberlain is not free to keep away
from Sale during the conference if
hat privilege is to be granted to Gov-
ernor Withycombe., “Upon whom," it
ls asked, “more than the Governor
of the state rests the duty of formu-
lating and helping shape a policy that
will bring about the greatest welfare
to the people of the state?” "
Upon the Congressional delegation,
we should say. The disposition of the

railroad lands iz placed by the Su-
preme ourt decision directly with
Congres It, will be the duty of the
Oregon delegation at Washington to
procure leglslation that will benefit

the state and its citizens. If the Salem
conference is to have any importance
or validity, it 18 clear that a rational
and practicable pelicy must be adopt-
ed and that it must be acceptable to
Congress What policy will be accept-
able to Congress?

From the far-off shores of Coos
Bay, which has been the favored seat
of his latest junketing sojourn, the
volce of Senator Chamberlaln is heard
saying that he wlll approve the plan
of the conference, if it is made as the
result of a free and open discuasion,
and If It |= such a policy as he can
accept. A trifle delphic, but never-
theless clearly indieative of the Sen-
ator's non-receptive frame of mind.

The proceedings of the conference
will be futile, of course, if it shall not
adopt a course approved by Oregon's

Senators and Representatives. - It will
be unfortunate, then, if all the Con-
gressmen shall not be on hand at

Salem, at least for purposes of con-
sultation and admonitlon. The Gov-
ernor wiil be available, and the entire
state may well wish that the Senators
and Representatives will be. It 1s no
time for quibblings or recriminations,
or gquerulous whimeicalities or lalsse=
faire posiponements of real and press-
ing duty. It fs a time for sober real-
fzatlon of the fact that the Iarger in-
terest of a4 great state Is Invelved in
the opening of the land grant to sct-
tlement.

It wiil be regarded as a strange and
unpardonable avoidance of duty if the
Senators and Representatives shall not
golicit and procure, if possible, the
support of the entire commonwealth
for the effort they must make before
Congress to procure beneficial rail-
road land-grant legislation. It is no
time for partisanship.

GOING OUT AGAINST SPOILSMEN,

If a statement of the BHoston Tran-
seript is correct, President Wilzon is
preparing trouble for himself In his
programme of National defense. His
plan Is said to be the increase of our
forces without facreased expenses by
stopping the present waste in Army
and Navy expenditures. As evidence
of this waste It {s stated that Germuny
spends §5 per cent of her revenuo on

“undiL*

The British

Tha expectation

—why

Baccount of war, Japan 45 per cent,
Great Britain 37 per cent, France 36
per cent, while the United Statea, with
i emaller Army than any of these na-
tione, gpends 68 per cent,

Tho voluntary system.is necessarily
more expensive than compulsory serv-
ice and thus may account partly for
our higher ratio. But many expenscs
of civil government are charged to the
central government in Europe, which
ara borne by the states under our Fed-
cral system. Thus our ratio of mill-
tary e¢xpense is artificlally ralsed.

The most obvious measu of econ-
omy¥ ‘which Congress could adopt
would be abolitien of many Army
rosts and concentration of the Army
at a few large posts. Ex-Secrotary
Stimson estimated that by this means
more than $5.000,000 o vear would be
saved, and certainly efflelency would
be vastly enhanced. But the proposal

would no sooner be made than the
| pork-barrel statesmen would form in
solid phalanx. She same s true of
Navy yards.

In order to carry any such plans
of geonomy through Congress, Presi-
dent Wilson would need to align all |

his forces for a determined fight with
combined oppositlon, which swould
struggle with the desperation ri-
pacity.

of

Somersetshire js a great English
apple district. The orchards are not
cultivated ams In Oregon, but grow up

to grass, which i= tall und rank at the
season when the fruit is ripe.
I£ 20 much rain in the English Sum-
mer that drouth does not trouble the
orchards as it does in Oregon when
the ground remains untllled. Nor are
the apples plcked s0 carefully as in
tha Hood River section. They are
shaken off into the grass and gathered
into heaps, mostly for the cider mill
like thelr apples best in

liquid form.

Jackson, Miss, has some confidence
in the boys of that region. The Board
of Trade offers to sell any boy a good
pig for $10 and take his unsecured
note in payment on two years' time.
is that a smart boy
can double his money by fattening the

pig. If he sells the incresse only ha
can clear $100 in a single yvear. With
such profits in pigs we shall expect

every boy nedar Jackson to ba a mil-

Honalre before long.

Nine of twelve members of the

Chamber of Commercea who were sud-
denly

asked who wias Vice-President

of the Unlted States hid their blush-
ing face and confessed that they
couldn't tell. Probably ninety men

out of 2 hundred are in the same bout.
There is so little occasion to remem-
ber the Vice-President's name that it
slips out of the memory and when one
does remember him it seems hardly
worth while.

An Town association of good roads
enthusiasts has undertaken to build
1800 miles within the next five years,

They talk of engaging General Goe-
thals to look after the work. If the
General should undertake to fill all

the offices for which he has been nom-
inuted lately he would have a busy
time of it. But about the good rosads
cannot Oregon have an asso-

ciation like that one in Jowa?

The positive statement is made that
nearly 3,000,000 have enlisted in Great
BEritain. If they had equipment there
would be somothing dolng; but Great
Britain, llke English-speaking coun-
trles in general, was not prepared.

Where are the vyoung people of
Aberdeen Lo spoon on cool evenings 1f
barred from the free reading-room
and how is clvic improvement to be
promoted If the mating Instinct
checked ?

i=
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Horséshoers In conventlon say hard.
surface pavements wear out horse-

shoes four times ns fast as before; vet

no one notlices the horseshoer getting
independently rich.

The city purchasing department ls
sald to have saved $1500 by calling
for new hids for feed, but has it saved
the $100,000 a year promlsed when |t
was established?

There is no conclusive evidence In
the Hesperian affair, but there is a
whole lot in affiairs in Northern Mex-
ico, if this Administration wants to do

something.

The sgubmarine M-1 could almost
cross the Atlantic and return. If we
had a hundred such vessels, our Navy
would be equipped with one arm of
defense.

What the Gavernor of North Caro-
lina will say to the Governor of South
Carolina when visiting after New
Year's remains to be heard.

If the Germans can find & avay to
carry American goods home, they are
free to borrow American money with
which to pay for them.

There is nothing the matter with
Echo, whero the taxpayers have just
voted 3$10,000 for a City Hall and
$3000 for a city park.

*The Controller of tha Currency will

note that deposits In Portland banks
ghow a gain of a few miilliona every
time he *“hollers."

Averse as the TUnited Stiates is to
Intervention in Mexico, we are now
facing Mexlecan intervention in Texas.

Japan wants a whack at the allies'
monay and will mobilize industrial re-
sources rather than send fighting men.

Germans are within 400 miles of
Petrograd, but Winter is due very

soon to check advance.

Secretary Lansing wishes to have no
misunderstanding about the fact that
Dy, Dumba is “fired.”

Candy stores, of course, must be
closed on Sunday, according to Justice
Burnett's decision.

When James Peables’ auto truck hit
the strectcar, the second bump was
for safety first.

Great weather for a ride to Gresham
and a great little show when you
got there.

The Oregon boy envies the boy In
tha East, where it I8 too hot to keep

school.

Only a Hepubllean administration
can bulld the Portland Postoffice edi-
fice.

It is as easy for a hophouse to take
fire as it is to allege incendiarism.

There

Br
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