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SAVE. BECKER FAIL

Execution Hour Is Set
for 5:40 A M.

PRISONER ISSUES STATEMENT

Governor Bitterly Accused of
Spreading Calumnies.

NERVE IS KEPT TO LAST

Ex-Police Liecutenant Shows No|
Bign of Fear as End Approaches
Aslos Die

Is

and to Before Ne-

Electrocuted.
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OSs1? 29.—Ths nw:i
hopa o
Becker, Lwice con of
the murder of Her Rosenthal. gam-
bler, died when he was told early In
tha even that his wife had fatled
fto movea iovernor Whitman to com-
mute his sentence to life impri=on-
ment. This Mra. Becker asked of the
Governor at the conference which she
had with him at Pou kKeapsie.

Falling tn her misgion she started
forth {in her automoblle to break the
news Lo her h and, but it had al-
Toeady reached him.

Beeker Asanlis Whitman.

Becker, it was sald, had not expected
clemency Almost at the moment the
news was ed, the prisoner gave
out a had written Gov-
ernor which ttacked
the exec r having. he sald, given
e th nowspapers statements which
cast a “foul aspersion on my character,
and for which he demanded a retrac-
tion.”

In thls letter Becker relterated his

innocence.

“To thess charg and to all others,
1 answer.” the letter read. ""by Tepeat-
ing solemnly, on the brink of the world
to which vou are sonding me, before
my time, what was my constant answer
while in the world: I am as innocent
as you of having murdered Herman
Rosenthal, or of having counseled,
procured or aided his murder, or

having any knowledge of that dreadful
crime.”
Accusations Are Denled.

The alleged sments which Becker
refarred to as being credited to the Gov-
ernor were that 12 hnd offered to
plead gullty of murder In the accond
degree; that quoting from Becker's let-
ter, he "had offered to glve testimony
against several (whose names
are undlsclosed) of having shared with
me In collecti monoey Irom law-
braakers,” that hnd sent counsel to
two ted for complicity In the
murder and that *“with a
inconcalvable, it
first wife died under
warranting suspicion
her death.”

Becker explained the desth of his
first wife by ring .hat she died
of “hasty consumption,™ and that no
breath of sguspicion had ever ecn
raised sgrinst ©him in that connection.

Life *“Swurrendered Without Rancor.”

*Mark well, =silr, these words of
mine,” the letter concluded. *“When
your power passes, then the truth of
Rosenthzl's murder will become known.,
But

state

persons

ng
hea
men arres
Rosenthsal
cruelty
glated that my
circumstancen

that 1 had

almost

caused

decln
.

r

not while your nominees remsain
Distriot Atiurneys and can hold the
club over thase persons,

“With the ald of judges who were
misled into misconcelving the testi-
mony offered in my trial and {: ‘o m:’a—]
stating It both to the jury and on ap-
peal, you have proved yourself able |
1o destroy my life. ut. belleve me,
I will surrender it without rancor. Not
nll the jJudges in this state, nor in this
country, nor thé dovernor o’ thisl
state, nor the District Attorney., nor

all of them combined, can destroy per-
manently the character of an innocent

man."
Privoner Sleeps Well.

The letter was malled toc Governer
Whitman tonight. Beckear had spent
nearly the whole day In his cell pre-
paring it. The statlements which
elicited it appeared in coples of the

morning paparg which were sent to his
ceall shortly after he nrose at 6 A, M.
tn Epend what were to be the last 24
hours of his life He had the night
hafore recelved the newsn that his ap-
Hestion for a new trial
nied by Sapreme Court Justice Ford In
New York, but he had slept well never-
theleas,

He atoe his usunl morning mesl. Then
& was taken to the prison barber for
he usual hair clipping which is given
o prisoners who are to g0 to the elec-
tric chair. Alter a bath his clothes
were changed for the “'death sult" of
black, and he was taken back to his
ceil. He found that all his personal
belongings had bean removed.

Beoker, howaver, obtained paper and
began the preparation of his statement,
finishing the first draft about noon,
Meantime his saitorneys. W. Bourku
Cochran and Martin T. Manton, were
ummoned from New York. They wint

0 the cell and read the statement
Veither would discuss fts contents but
it was understood that Bsoker subse-

puently modified the original draflt
Statement Not “Legal Matter.,”
“All I can say Is that
s not legal matter,” Mr. Cochran saild
Father Jamesa Curry. of New Yorik,
o has been Becker's spiritual ad-
ser ever since his first conviction,
(Concluded on Page 2, Column 2.)
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 BUTWANTS NO WAR

Warring Nations Seek

| New Entanglements.

ROYAL FAMILY IS DIVIDED

Officers, Favor Germany.

Wives, More
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the disk today and will be visible until | no Jmportant success, except the re- When found it was leaning against a| Frank Menets 38 from a threatoned at- | It i sald unofficially that it is not be- | ''# faveor :
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY AND TWO OF GOVERNMENT'S STAR WITNESSES IN UNITED STATES CASHIER COMPANY TRIAL.
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