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TOO MUCH GOVERNMENT.

Senator Weeks comments on the
growing interfergnocgof tho -Govern-
ment with privafe bhusiness are given
added welght by the controversy be-
tween tho Treasury Deparfment and
the Riggs National Bank of Washing-
ton, D, €, Mr. Weeks said that he
had read the correspondence hetween
the Controller of the Currency and
the Riggs bank and that no banker
could rexd thart correspondence with-
out feeling cold shivers run down his
back.

It is charged that Becretary McAdoo
mnd Controller Willlams have used
thelir supervisory power to persecute
the Riggs bank for the gratification
of private vengeance, They have au-
thority to see that the bank is gsolvent
and is conducted according to" law,
but they are accused of having at-
tempted toa dietate to it In matters
wihich are its own concern and of hav-
ing thus attempted practically to run
the bunk., This Interferénce was re-
soented by the bank, and Jis officers
@accuse the two officlals: named of
having withdrawn Government de-
posits . from it and of having insti-
gated withdrawal of other busi-
NesH. Were not the Riggs bank un-
commoaonly strong and had it pot the
backing of the National City Bank of
New York It could not have withstood
such attacks, Its experience may well
cause 4 tremor to run through any
banker whose institution lacks thess
advantages and which may fncur the
displeasure of the autocrats in the
Trensury Depurtment. Had these of-
ficlals exercised with impartiality the
powers they have assumed, Individual
inltiative and competition in banking
would be destroved. The perils of the
Eltuntion are enhanced when lawful
authority {8 thus exceeded for the
Eratification of a personal grudge.

The Oregonlan feels the more free
to condemn such trestment of banks
because when the Federal reserve law
was under discussion awe held fears of
political control over banks to be
without cause. We refused to believe
that any man occupylng such high po-
sitlons of trust as those of Becretary
of the Treasury and Controller of the
Currency would prostitute his powers
to political personal ends. There
is now good reason to believe that the
very misdeeds then held to ba highty
improbable have been done before the
Federal reserve banks have been in
actunl operation for six months,

The Riggs bank case brings to the
front the whola subject of Govern-
ment actvity In and regulation of
business. Such abuses had grown up
under unrestricted private conduct of
business that the Interstate Commerce
Commission was created and lts pow-
ers have saveral times been extended,
and the Sherman anti-trust ‘law. was
Passed, When the Monetary Come
mission proposed a Federal reserve
system under control of a federation
of banks with minority of Govern-
ment directors, an ery went up that
this would elinch filnancinl control by
the “"money trust,” The late Congress
passed substentally the same meas-
ure with the exception that it substi-
tuted control by the Government for
control by the banks. A commission
his also been created to regulate in-
ternal trade and I8 vested with aue
thority to declare when competition
is and ils not falr., The people felt so
keenly the [lls inflicted upon them by
unregulated rallroad¥ the money
trust and the Industrial trusts that
they satl up these new rules,

If the cenduct of the twn principal
moembers of the Federn]l Reserve
Board be any criterion we have not
greatly mended, and may have weak-
ened our condition as regards banks
und we have cauze (o fear what the
Faderal Trade Commisslon may do to
industry, The Interstate Commerce
Commission has done some valoable
service and is the least open to eriti-
«lam, but it, too, has shown a disposi-
tion to strefch”™ its power by setting
nside fundamental natural lawe
through motives of policy. No ether
explanation can de found for the de-
cislon in the Intermountajn rate cases
Express rates « which wswere excessive,
have been reduced below a profitable
scale. The advances in freight rates
were firdt denled and then delaved,
for no apparent cause than fear of
clamor from rallroad-bajters,

Public regulation of business has
fallen far ahort of the expectations of
fls advocates, but we are offered not
merely more regulation but actual
aperation of business by the Govern=
ment, The Postoffice Department ds
fur from efficlent and its parcel post
rales nre full of glaring absurdities,
such os a tyro In traffic business could
detect. It shows a deficit by robbing
the rillroads with no apparent axcuse
except that the rallroads formerly
robbed the postoffice; also by depriv-
ing settlers on the frontier of postal
gervice, Yet It has the audacity to
ask authority to mismagage tele-
graphs and telephones ulso. The banks
are to be subjected to regulation in
the smallest deotull by wvindletive offl-
vials,. The water owned by the Waest-
ern states Is 10 be leased and taxed by
a Federal burcau and the Government
is to be the perpetual landlord of a
huge estate equal to the personal
holdings of the Czar, *We are to be
given proof that the converse of Jef-
ferson's dletuan Is true, namely, that
that government governs worst which
governs most,

In thi= tendency of the Government
to meddle with, regulate and run
overvthing may be found the explanias
tiom of the slow and hesitant pace =t
which prosperity returns and enter-
prise revives. With abundant ocapital
in the banks, great crops selling at
nigh prices and an active forelgn de-
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—gonfidence. The people lack confl-
dence, not in business conditions, for
they are scund, but in the Govern-
ment. Meéen fear to launch new enter-
prises because they cannot feel confl-
dent that the Government will per-
mit them to rum their own business
and earn thelr just reward, The Riggs
bank case (8 ominous of a state of
mind on the phrt of the Government
which has produced a corresponding
stute of mind among the people.
e i i g,

THE HUGHES STATEMENT,

Justice Hughes announces that he
s “not available” for the Presidency.
He ls not In any sense & candidate, He
cannot permit his name (o be used.
He¢ Is 4 member of the Supreme Court
of the United Stuates, and It is clear
that he put all ambitions for the Pres-
fdency behind him when be assumad
the ermine. Threo years ago, in the
most poaitive terms, Justice Hughes
forbade the use of his name in con-
nection with the Republican Presiden-
tinl nomination, and it 15 not at all
surprising that he should reaffirm
that declaration,

Justice Hiughes conslders it benesth
the dignity of a judge (o aspire for
political office. It Is more, In his es-
timate, It s a violation of a true con-
ception of a judge's duty to his con-
sclence and to hi=s oath. He should
be a judge, and nothing else. Ha
should regard all matters of purely
private concern In an entirély imper-
sonal way, and he should not permit
himself to be Jjufluenced, consclously
or unconsclously, by any conslderation
but the publig welfare and justice be-
tween litfggnta i"'No man can be a
safe and trie Judge and at the same
time be seeking great honor or glory
for himself,

The high integvity of the Judge's
motivea and the fundamental sound-
ness of his position must be conceded.
Yet It §s concelvable thiut a judge
might be Impressed as a cagdidate for
the Prefidency without dishonor to
himself, and with real beneafit to the
Natlon. Let us suppose that a Na-
tional convention, unable to agree
upon a candidate for the Presidency.
but united in Its opinion of the merits
of a vertain judge, should unanimous-
ly turn to him and ask him to nccept
the nomination. There would bs no
taint or suspicion of connivance on his
part in such a conswunmation, and the
call upon him would be sincere and
spontaneous, Heow could any man re-
fuge to heed such & demand upon
him?

THE JITNEY FIASCO,

A report from Seattle that suit has
been brought against that city for lnrge
damages for Injuries suffered In a jit-
ney accldent emphasizes the derellc-
tlon of the Portland Clity Commission.
The theory on which the sult is based
is that the jltney I8 & common carrier
and a8 such it was the duty of the
municlpality so to regulate its opera-
tion that the welfure of ifs patrons
would be safeguarded.

It may be a fanciful theory that the
city by neglect of duty to regulite
common garrlers becomes financially
ljable gor 6ersona.l injuries they in-
flict, but there can be no loglcal de-
nlal that that duty exists., Since the
accldent occurred which I8 the basis
of the action jitneys have been put
under bond in Washington and other
regulations have begen imposed, In
Portland they now operate as they
will without restraint und no bond for
protection of passengers is given or is
to be required.

The ordinance adopted by the Com-
mission, lacking as |t does a bonding
provision snd weak as it Is In other
particulars, has been subjected to the
vreferendum. The eopportunity to vote
on it satisfles no one excvept those who
favor no regulation whatever. It
adopted it will possess that assumed
sanctity which attaches to "“the peo-
ple's laws” and discourages their
amendment; If defeated it awill be pre-
sumed that the public desires no jlit-
nay protection.

The Commission has been negligent
in not providing o« suitable ordinance
with an emergency cluss attached,
There I8 an emergency. The public
safoty (s directly involved., The emer-
gency, It s true, would have fore-
stalled a 'referonduin, but a city elec-
tion was near at hand and public dis-
approval, 1f that doubtful element ex-
isted, could have been well ex-
pressed in an inltlated measure re-
pealing the one in force as In a refer-
endum. Even assuming that an Im-
proper hardshlp bad been Imposed on
the jitneyvs in defiance of public opin-
lon, that hardship would have beon
but shortlived.

But the vote on the ordinance will
mean nothing. Ths “noes’ will repre-
sent the combined opinions of those
who want no regulation and of those
who desire more and belter regula-
tion. The “ayes” will represent those
who Dbellsve something ought to be
done ,with the jitney problem, but are
indifferent us to what It shall be.

UNCLE sSAM: FPRICE BOOSTER.

When the Government Inaugurated
the forestry conservation polley It was
presumed that the Natlonal [forests
would nol only serve as a permanent
source of timber supply bul that the
Government through ownership of
forests would regulate the market
price of timber. Instead of utilising
the National forests to bear prices the
Forest Service for years has demanded
the prevalling price for stumpage.
Whenever the price of privale stump-
age has gone up the Government price
hae climbed to the same level. At no
time has the Government undertuken
to force down the market price of
timber by underselling its= private
competitors.,

There I8 not an exact parallel be-
tween the forestry problem and the
power problem; for the Government
does not propose to develop power.
But the Government doe¢s proposa to
leuse its power sites and derive rove-
nue¢ from them. The Government will
Impose conditions on its power lessees
thet will not be Imposed on the pri-
vite power companles which were In
the fleld ahoad of the Government
and own thelr own sites. Moreover,
long-distanee Federal regulation tends
to incresse the cost of the commodity
regulated, Whenever the Government
attempts to derive revenue from water
powers not already appropristed and
regulate their use at long range, it
will put the private companies in a
praferred position. Rither they will
underbld among consumers the proj-
ects held under Government lease or
they will increase their own rates. In
the flrst event new development will
be discouraged. In the second, the
Government will have done as it has
with the forests—encouraged a rise in
the cost of an important commodity.

For these reuasons BSecretary Lane
a8 not fortunate in the cholce of an
argument in favor of the Ferris wa-
tarpower biil. The report, he cited,)
that waterpower companies were pre-
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mand for our products, we have all

paring to effect & combination which

-
the elements of prosperity except one

dinsuperable obstacle to something still

would contro] fifty per cent of the
developed power of the West, con-
cernz companies which have fested
rights. They own their powed sites
and they have established themgelves
in & way which subjects them to state
regulation but not Federal regulation.
The Ferris blll would not extend Fed-
eral regulation owver them and It
would affeft only water power deval-
opments of the future on sites owned
by the Government,

Nor is the Ferris bill needed to
forestall ma possible monopalistic grab
of power sites at present unappro-
priated. BSuch sites are now effect-
ually reserved by the Government
The bill fills no need in that roespect
and offers no permanent relief from
existing or prospective powar monopow
lles. The Government power sites
ought to be opened to develepinent,
but under terms that not only would
prevent trust contrel, but would en-
courage capital to invest in them. But
to muake development possible only
by payvment of a license or rental
which Inevitably falls upon the con-
symer and does not come back to him
remotely or otherwiss is not only
needlesas but unbearable,

BIERCE'S WRITINGS,

The San Francisco Argonsgt con-
tributes a eritical and discriminative
apalysis of the literary character of
Ambrosa Blerce—presumably the late
Ambrosa Bierce—inspired by renewed
reporis of his dsath in Mexico. It ia
taken for granted that the story of hia
appearance with the allled armies in
Europe I8 groundless; and that noth-
Ing definite or authentic has bheen
heard from him In America sincé De-
cember, 1313, when he wrote a letter
to his secretary at Washington giving
the Information that he was with
Villa's army. Blerce was more than
70 years of age, and in bad health,
and it Is easy to assume that he met
his fate In =ome tragic way in the
midst of the Mexican conflagratiosn.

The Argonaunt places Blerce at the
head of Californla’s literary army, for
it is impossaible to deny his real genius;
but it says that he lacked woflully the
element of constructiveness in his
writings and for that reason’ his tal-
ents were largely unrecognized, Bays
the Argonaut:

Bieroe was rmarely ar never oonstruotive.
Ho wan foraver festooned with the scalps of
Lils snemles, und he made encmles*and mur.
dered them with thea hand, or rather wit
the pen, of the expert. But he was never a
bulider. He had gibbets for our mistakes,
but never a laure! for our virtues, Ha
could wiald the lash with a certaln pitiless
dalight in the process, byt the egually po-
tent implement of pralse and encourage-
mont was not in his aguipment.

It is sald that carly disappointment
in love soured Blerce's nature and
that Uke the murderer In Macbeth, he
wia 80 “Incensed” that he “recklesy
what he did to spite the world."”
But the tale is probably apochryphal.
The men who fall to get over their
early love affairs—or thelr one early
affair, if they are so unfortunate as
to have had only one—exist only In
atory books. A predisposition to mor-
bldness may lndeed have been aggra-
vated by disappointment and misfaor-
tune, and he became Lhe stormy petrel
of American literature who made sor-
did tragedy his handmuid and the in-
nocent ambitions and harmiless deeds
of minor men the subjects of his bru-
tal and sportive faney, There are in-
deed one or two gentle tales from
Bilerce's pen, but they werae excep-
tional. The domimnt note of his for-
mal writilngs was horror, and of his
newspaper offerings a bilter and ma-
ficlous irony.

The mritings of Blerce have been
enllected by some one and published
in a set of fourteen or fifteen volumes,
They are gloomy reading.

A TROPICAL CIVILIZATION,

A United States official who has

seen publie service both In Cuba and
In the Canal Zone éxpresses highly
encouraging oplnlons about the future
of the troplcal regions of the world,
In his opinion those regions, In #pite
of thelr present drawbacks, are des-
tined to develop a more advanced civi-
lizatlon thon has been secen elsawhera,
He seems Lo expect that the shores of
the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean
Sea will some day Bxcel the rest of
the American continent in art mnd lit-
erature, much ms the Mediterranean
region has at times excelled Central
and Weslern Europe.
» There are some obvicus grounds for
views of this kind. The tropical parts
of the earth are far more prodyctive
thun the temperale Tones. Labor Is
more disagrecable on account of the
enervating temperature, but this is
compensated by Iis greater returns,
Morsover, the difficalty of working
continuously in the +tropies ia in-
creased by the obstinate dlsposition of
Europeans and Americans o cling to
their natlve habits orf life. They in-
alst upon dressing as they Jdid at home
and frequently refuse to modify their
diet. The results of such unrcason
are usually disastrous. ‘No doubt the
more northerly peoples will ultimutely
learn how to accommodate themselves
to tropleal conditions as far as food,
dress and hours of labor are con-
cerned, and we shall then hesar less
about the depressing effects of life
there.

The -world's best clvilization has
thus far uniformly developed in the
temperate regions of the Northern
Hemispheres, but perhapsa there {8 no

better appearing in the iroplcs, There
= already great promilse of advance-
ment in Australia and olther parts of
the Southern Hemlsphere, but those
iands again are in & temperate zoné.

RBREPUBLICAN BUT FROGRESSIVE.

Political tendencies in the West are
being studied for the OQutlook by
Frederick M. Davenport. The nature
of thess tendencles |5 indicated by the
fact that Mr, Davenport, who was FPro-
gressive candlidate for Governor of
New York last vear, treats the Pro-
gressive party as no longer a factor,
He discusses the prospects of the Re-
putlican party in 19168 as hinging on
its cholce hetween reactionary and
progresgive leaders and programme,
assuming that, with the progressive
elemant in control, the Republican
party will receive the support of those
who turned against It in 1912, while
reactionary control of the Republic-
ans would mean Demooratic triumph.
He considers no third party as a fac-
tor. Thus by jmplication another
Progressive party leader returns to the
fold,

Mr. Davenport finds no trend toward
reaction In Mlichigan and Minnesota,
the states he discusses in the current
Outlook. Mlichigan, which voted for
Mr. Roosavelt In 1012, “is In general
thoroughly recommitied to Republie-
anism,” but it iz “established as =&
commonwealth of progrese” Though
the state “wounld like to be Repub-
Hiean, if thers 18 any monkeyving with
popular freedom, Wilson will ran far
ahead of his ticket” in 1916. Of Min-
nesota lie FAVA:

1If ane I3 losking for reastion In Minnesois,

he must go aftsr It with a fine-loath comb,
1 thiak Miznesolas wanis to be Re-

publican in 19 but how that state wiil
sldeswipe a ceac canAldates or 4 ré-
actionary platform. Minnesota i= pPerTEA-
nantly prog iva.

Mr. Davanport also found. an earn-
est effort in Western States to put
thelr government on an economical
business hasls, and he declares that
the thne has come for enlisting in the
service of the " people, not instglling
in control of the Government such
progressive business men as Henry
Ford and Thomas A. Edison.

The people are in no mood to put
the reactionaries in power as the only
refuge from Democratie I[ncapacity
and depreassion. That Is the conclu-
Ejon to be drawn, not only from Mr.
Davenport's articles, but from the ut-
terances . of progressivea who Te-
mained true to their party In 1912,
also from the almost entire tone of
the press. With great effort and with
much mutuial recrimination the peo-
ple have rescued the parties and the
Government from the hands of the
bosses and machines and have taken
affairs Into their own hands. They
are now disposed to seottle down quiet-
1y In the new .groove, watchful against
any attempt to regnin control for the
purpose of serving the s=elfish few but
ready to welcomae the ajd of big busl-
ness men [n running the Govermment
for the service of all.

Neoxt year promises to bha a good
yvear for the Republican party if it
rejocta the leadership and advice of
the men who led It into the ditch.
Thosa who would turn the party from
the course which lis masses wish (o
follow must be rebuffed at the outset,
for the votars have acqulired the habit
of Independent votlng., If calied upon
to choose between the two evila of
Democracy and reaction, they might
prefer Democracy, even after four
Years of that bittar medicine,

Here is a typical Democratie cam-
paign arrajgnment of *reactlonary
Republlcanism® :

Mark Hanna wase {ts exemplar, Aldrich lis
Eréat oaptaln, and Penross s its high priest
Piatt wna one of 1ts cunning. crafiy, sooret
manipulators' and  Mr. Roosoveit bhas ad-
mitted t0 us how It controlled at Albany,
how it sdministered the Vice-FPresidenay,
and how It even Invaded the American
White House and helped exoroiss personal
dominion there, not stopping at the dis-
cussion of campalign contrjbutions with a
Harriman, accepting the guidance of a Mor-
kan In glving & gquletus to a compet
the siesl trust. and authoriging no g
cutlion af great corporations that had
gonerous campaign contributors It
kind of Republicaniam asgainst which nearly
4,000,000 Linéoln Repubiicans protested In
1912, when they abtnndoned the old guard
leadorship of tha Hoots, Lodgeos, Cruanons
and Penrgsas and went by regiments, bri-
gades and divislops Into the ranks of the
Progresslye party, They are Lincoln Repub-
lieans, but neot Penrose Republicans.

These 4,000,000 Lincoln Iepubli-
cand left the Republican purty, no
doubt, because they wanted to put
back in the White House a President
who permitted the bosses to “invade"
its sacred doors, discussed campalign
contributions there with a Harriman,
accepted the guldance of a Morgan,
and reofused to prosscute certaln fa-
vored corporations,

A tunnel through the Gallipoll Pen-
insuia near the neck, say from Kara-
ik to Cukuragan, would admit the al-
lies to the Sea of Marmora and en-
able them to inveat Constantinople.
The troops already on the peninsula
could dig the tunnel in a faw weeks
with the ald of plentiful dynamits.
The expense woild probably be less
than it will cost to reduce the Dar-
danelles forts.

The British Cabinat was sharply di.
vided on the question of entering the
war. Feor some hours iz action was
uncertain, but finally the bolder opin-
lon prevalled. There was soms ex-
pectation that the government would
ba wrecked by internal dissensions,
but after Burns and Lord Morlsy re-
signad harmony was restored and It is
stronger now than ever before,

Thoe teachers In the Franklin High
School have made an interesting ap-
plication of the “extenslon™ ikiea, On
Friday afternoons they give lectures
to the pupils of the Creston School
It Is pleasant (0 note the gradual dis-
appearance of the notion that a tench-
er's duties are strictly limited by the
walls of his classroom.

Dr. Marcellus’ all-Summer oam-
paign against fllee ought to bring re-
sults. A Tew days' almnless swatting
of the pests Is all very well as an
amusement, but more thorough work
is required to extirpale them. It must
begin by destroying their breeding
places, .

_

Russians are not responsible for all
the casualties this Spring, An Aus-
trian working on the Hood River
highway examining a charge of dyna-
mite that was sglow In sxploding wol-
planed into & canyon seventy-five feet
below,

Great Britain 18 now golng after the
real flehting men, with drop of the
standard to flve feel ong inch. The
six~-footer looks grand on parade, but
it is the sawed-off Tommie who lights.

All the murders in the Colorado
strike were not commitied by Lawson
and his followers. Justice will not be
dons until the murderers among the
mine guards are also convicted.

The patrolman who went Lo sleep
on duty aofféred valld excuse and wlll
ba forgiven, He worked overtime be-
tween beats, which, by the way, Is a
bad practice In the bursan.

Oregoen clams ara sald to be excep-
tionally fine th®™ Spring and It i= to
be hoped the supply will last until the
bhedch resorts are well populated,

The Sebastian case at Los Angeles
I3 reaching the acute stage, now that
he is belng shot at through the win-
dow of his home.

Ground squirrels In Douglas will
chatter in glee when the news spreads
that & woman Runting them shot her-
self in the foot.

The Kaiser |a gald to look much
older. Why not? He has troubles on
hand that will*bring lnoés into his
face.

Thoss were heartiess robbers who
rode in a jJitney bus and despoiled the
chauffeur of hiz collection of nickels.

The American ambassadors are be-
coming ambassadors for all nations
which are not on speaking terms,

Nothing but severe prison penaities
will put a stop to reckless driving' of
automobiled.

It i= high time Kitchener's army
began the war.

Greetings to the great port of Lew-
{=ton,

All aboard for Celllo!

Twenty-Five Years Ago

From The Oregonlan, May 5, 1500,

Washington—Senator Hearst is mak-
Ing = strong bid for the construction
of two battlieships for the FPacific Coast.
He says the ships are of mopre value,
as they can go out and meel the enomy
Instead of walting for thes ecnemy to
come, He wantas two men-o'-war sata-
tioned outside the Golden Gate.

At  Senator Mitchell's request the
mall route between Oswego and WIil-
sonville has been orddred changed so
as to include Aurora.

Stillwater, Minn—Milllons of feet of
fine and valuable timber are being de-
stroyed by forest fires in the St. Croix
Valley.

The XNationnl Baseball League of
Great Britaln has been completed and
plans for Introducing the American
National game on the Isiand have not
materialized. The principal football
grounds of the country will be utfized
as grounds.

E. 'T. Bartlett reports four feet of
snow in the Hungry Creck mining
country in Jackson county.

Albert Haynes, a Union County
rancher, was thrown from his horse and
one of his bones thrust out of the
socket. He was badly gashed on the
head.

Hon. B, L. Smith, of Hood River. Or,,
who was séoratary of Washington Ter-
ritory for three years under *‘Gensral
Grant’'s Administration, and Speaker of
the Houso of the last Legisiative As-
sembly of Oregon, will go to Olympia
to reside. Ha will be anssociated with
T, C. Van Epps In the real estate busi-
ness.

Mr, and Mrs, Cummings.
on & ranch near Shanghal,
burned last wesk.

who resida
were badly
They were burning
& blg log when Mrs, Cumming=" clothes
caught and when Mr. Cummings at-
tempted to ald her he also was burned,

Charles C. Bell, o prominent citizsen
of Minneapulls, accompanied by his es-
timabdble young wife, ha=s been spending
& few daya In Portland, “Portiand
minds ma more of Minneapalin than
any place on the Coust,” suid Mr. Bell
yesterday., *T was hoere two yvears ago
and now I am antounished at the graowth
n that time™ Mr. Bell and Mrs Ball,
who was formerly Miss Clara Pearson,
weare schoolinates of mn Oregonfan re-
porter in the Minnaapolis High School

re-

Arthur D. Marshall, brother of Archi-
teot George Marshall, has been appolnt-
ed to A& position with the Interstate
Commerce Commission In Washington.

S ——— i

HKHEEF THE TARIFF IN PFOLITICS

Non-Fartisans Are Denounced by Pen-
dicton Man, Who Opposes Comamission,

PENDLETON, Or., May 2 —(To
the Editor.)—I noticed in The Orego-
nian an articleg contitied, *Shall we
drop the tarlff jssue?' I do not agree
with you on thut lssuae,

I willl say first that a real non-par-
tisan Is a nobody,

There in no non-partizan,
JOw=down person who has
mind 1o be anybody.

The so-culled non-purtisans are hyp-
ocrites pretending to he non-partisans,
but In reality are bitter partisans in-
tending to do some dirty woark. The
talk of taking the tariff out of poll-
tics 13 bosh, It has always been the
talk ever since I cun recollect.

I distinctly remember the eampalen

of 1844, when Clay and Polk ran
President, I remember singing
rah tor Clay and the Constitution,
Iff, banks and distribution.” which
shows that tariff and the currency
were the lssuss them and they were
the issues In 1012 and they will be the
Ilssues indefinitely in the future,
why? The Constitution says that
revenue bills must originate In
lower house of Congress.

Does The Oregonian want to
awny the people's rights? Are Lhe
scheming politicluns better judges than
the people? I think not. Then don't
try to cheat or decelve tho people. Tf
the Republicans wre in power they will
appeint a Republican commission: If
the Democrats are in power they will
appoint a Democratic commission, so
there you have it From tho close of
Cleviland's Adminlstration until the
enactment of the Underwood tariff
bill there was a balance of trade In
our favor of over cight thousand mil-
lHlong of dollars and no nation ever
prospered so fast In the hilstory of the
“'l*l"d.

If 1t bad not baen for Roossvelt, La-
Follette, Murdock and compuny flirting
with the free trade goddess, ths Re-
publicans would have bean in powar
yet and our country would have kept
inersasing in wenlth and power,

Deprive the party of !ts most potent
planke In Itz platform and the Repub-
lican votars will stay home and the
Bourbons mnd demagogues will ex-
plolt the country to fiill their own
pockeais.

Hill sany=,

but some
notl enough

and
all
the

taka

at

“Experience has shown
that every genaril reviaslon of the tar-
ftf. whether for hetter wWorse,
means two years of doubt., hesitatlon
and bad busines=" He ogght to know
better, for it I= not true. PBusiness
digcounts a bnd tariff lmmediately and
times get hard, and & good tariff
brings Immedinte rovival in business
overy time, 8. P, HUTCHINSON.

By a non-partisan commiasfon wa 40
not mean a commiasion of non-partl-
san#, for we have much the same apin-
lon about that brand of politician
our corrospondent has, We mean a
commission composead of men of both
parties. President Taft appointed such
& tariff commlssion, composed of men
of high character, wha unanimously
reported to pulde Congress. We
have not proposed thut Congress bhe de-
prived of power to«iraft revenue bills

There la no cause for alarm lost the
Ropublicans could not find an lsaue
aftor the tariff was taken out of poli-
tles. The tariff as an issue has heen
meore usaful to the Democrats, as thelr
vietories In 1884, 1802 and 1912 show,

an

Fulnt
facis

THE FAIRER GLORY,

“They saved the
sald—
They =tood llke heroes troe;
'‘Galnst mighty odds they fought and
bled,
As only brave moen do;
Before the bhrunt of the atinck,
By foea to frenzy driven,
Nor lead, nor stesl could drive
baclk, -
Nor could their ranks be Tiven.

day,” Lord Kitchener

them

"Gainst each succeeding wave of death
That swenpt the hililside, gory,

They turned not from the war lord’s

breath,

But won, 'tis sald, fresh glory.

At Inst when was seocured the crest,
The enemy siow retiring.

Relleved, these men had earned a rest
Where unexponed to fOring.

Then as death's speoter stalked the

height,
His face grew livid, grinning;

For, lo! the carnage there in aight
Hespoke thelr ranks' s#fd thinning,

The corpses strewn about the Acld
Made rad Indesd War's story:

Scarce doth it satisfaction yileld
Fhat comrades earned such glory.

Abh, betier Is that glory won
Through strife of competition,
Where man sees not his work undone
Through war's sters imposition;
Where vietor and the loser guin
Through sharing some new blessing,
In: place of spréading grief and paio
And every il distressing.
B, PLACKETT.

LIGHT 1§ TURNED ON UIRWM‘

Physiognomist Reports on Photes of
Chamber of Commerce Leaders,

ASHLAND, Or., May 8.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—I was born with a gift of resding
Paces, and after looking over the faces
of the directors of the Chamber of Comi-
marce as published In The Oregonian
May 2 1 will give you a brief reading.

I was bore In Scotland ard ralsed In
Irceland; wont to the national schools
to the extent of receiving a common
education; then emigrated to Amurics;
scvttied at Darlington, Lafayotte County,
Wiscongin, where I lived for 46 ysars.
My life's work was farming and mining
I was baorn In 1553 Two yearas ago 1
sold my farm in Wisconsin and came
to Ashland, the beauty apot of the
world, and was glad to get to such &
paradise. I hope Lo remain here the
balance of my days.

Well, here goea for a
of the facea of the
the metropolis of
stnte:

W. F. Woodward—"Too mpulsive

C. C. Colt—A man of good judgment

Nathan Strauss—Altagoether too stub-
born and set in his ways.

O, M, Clark—YVery errall

W. J. Hofmann—A man of good judg-
ment. WII do to follow,

A, J. Kingeley—I'alr judgment, but
little narrow,

Dean Vincent—A solid fellow for him-
self,

¥
selrf.

Guy W. Talbot—A man of aplendid
Judgment, fair, and & good man,
follow.

Fhil Metschan—Just medium In judg-
ment; Bas not had hard enough time to
get along.

0O, B, Helntz—A good finencler
Heintz. Narrow on public apirit.

John B. Yeon—A first-clasgs man In
all respecta, A good and successful
leador,

J. . Ainsworth—Too slow; takes too
much time to make up his mind,

E. D. Timms—A little too concelted,
though a live one.

Charles B, Woodruff—Too
slow,

€, C, Chapman—A lve wire,
Httle seinsh for his own town.,
enough for a state man. Heo
FPortland.

Henry .
Lo extromes,

Emery Olmstead
a ministor. Hase flne morals

A. ;. Labbe—Alwaves wants
thing to' go his own way

Edgar Plper—Jealous his own
town does not get the llon's shure of
everything: needs to widen out a hit

Frenk E. Smith—A man of very good
judgment, but cannot stand opposition
with good grace,

John E. Cronan—A man of fine judg-
ment; will do to lead or follow.
lutely falr and just. Never fealouas.

L. Allen Lewis—A gaod follower.
falr and just but casily
his friends.

Thomas Kerr—A wvery able
ML in his ldeas

M. H. Houser—A little stuck on
own ldeas: hard to Influence

Nobert Kennedy—WIill do no good un-
less he can have his own way

E. L. Thompaon—A man of g
progressive [deas
Franklin T. GriMfith—A very falr man,
conservatlve in all matters
John T. Dougall—One of Lhe
llable men on the board,

D, W. Mitchell—The
be at the heud the
Is able, has splendid
Very regoarceful,

1 guesas you will ind

brief
prominent
our gErand

reading
men of
ndopred

a
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but a
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STATE'S RIGHT TO WATERPFOW ERS

Corrcapondent Hopes
tien PFolley
ROCK CREEK, Or.,
Editor,)—The oblect
commend the deesp
n behn!lr
powar sitea in
ate no douabt
Jackson and
IL wWas

nited Biates to g
from mseales of public
Improvemente Sie
ongress of
urd December 1, 1834,
message of Decomber
These srguoments
used and are not
pending in state
courts In regard
dummy entrvymen.
Clevaland's wish, exp
megsags to Congrean
1486, seoms likely to
Preted by state and
that the time s unlimited which »
state or nation can su« recovey
iands which have been patented by
dummy &ntrymen or obtained by npnon-
compliance with law by rallronds
Time will tell.
1 kope you
intruding on
your attention

te Sce Meserva-
Defeated.
May 3.
of this
Interest
af Oregon's

{(To the
letter
You
righta
this tate
AWATre

Fol

anges Lo (L

have
Invaked
anid 1

to land

censuddl Lo
in sults now
nited Bitutes

Erants

and

1 in i
on January 17,
be law as jnter-
Nationu! courts—

L

will not consider
your dme when 1 call
: to the fact that there
already conflict am to whether the
statg Or Nutlon rols ;:
m[—._q_ One rullng hvy he General Land
ONice In regnrd Lo one of these power
Sites that I saw a fow vears RED
As long as this one-guarter
und 12 reserved “it ¢

Priate«d for unj

controls the
power or
refused to
o be
section
No

tnis

me as

cor thwne

BAYVS
section of
Bppro-
state

for
Naflon

aitch
=quarter
wer site
ators

annot be
other

use of n ter
Irrigation, but
allow an irrigating
located across this o
of land, Known as )
J4. The apposition
leasing bill contend
Iand ls the same uu nuny other owner's
If I own land that corporation or Giov-
ermment wants it can be condomnes
and sold and thus be appropriated far
publi uEp Can ADY court compel
the Interlor Department to deed :
leuse the Goavernment land nlong
rivers of for the of
mites?T

Lo

ar
thess

visgon nower

Uso
wse power site
Inatances
vl

on,

Freservationes are In
only sections ot trac-
rections along the rivers of
Oyey wialle the balanee of the land
ls already patented to setllern ¢
further settlement can take place
of thaso siles svas surveyed about 14
Yeara ago.and it was resurvesed thin
inst Winter, snd so far as
publie knows it may be
anything more will be
fand reserved can only be
Eraxing purposes, subject to o T~
ton on six months’ or a yeara notice
I hops you will continns your inilar-
esat In the legislation now pending, te
sce that Oregon s sllowed to davalop
along natural lnes. Those who liave
rekd Begator Borah's speech In FPhilla~
dulphin %ee how Idaho Is
by thess reservations of public
and does Oregon fare any belter

J. K DAVID,
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“GOD IS LOVE."
The floeing yoars have onward
Like waves across the
Bince the falth of Jesus
Tha storm of Galilee,
And wyel, O World, the kindiy
That spoke the troubled sea
Btill bids the stricken heart rejolce:
Hilll ealls, O Man, to thes,

rolied
S0

lulled

volce

Though ages vast should onward EWonrp
‘Til earth shall be no more,

YeL not in valn shall sorrow weap
On life's unecertaln shore

For, hark! The volce of Jesus swells
Above tha strifo and roar

A hops divine forevér dwalls:
God Jovea us as before.

And listening souls at
The rustle of u wing:
The Lord of Galllee I8 near
And hsavenly volces sing:
“God Is love,” Hae feels the
That morts! eye outpours:
Through all the sad doparted
His mighty lova eéendures,
He sant the atar of Bothlehem,
Which stood o'er Judah's hill.
A gulde In olther days to mon,
A promlse Lo fulrili!
GEORGE H. SANDS,
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L'se of Nets Between Oregon Cliy
ODesvwega Held Fatnl teo Sport.
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