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AN EFOCH 1IN NOURTHWESNST HISTORY.
An event of Lranscendent Importance
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Most : ificant tho o
firel swtoamer which came
river by way of the cannl was
with wool. This fact, taken in
tion with thea es blishment of wonl
warehouses in Portland and with the
beginning of wool shipments through
the Panama Canal to the Atlantie
Coant, Is eloquent of the possibilities
epened up to Portland and [ts tribu-
tary country L Celllo Canal.
Oregon has entered Into jocessh
competition with New IIn E']..l]'l] in
manufacture of woolen goo Portland
has entared into compoetition th Bos-
ton g8 & central market for raw ol
Thia city should become the market
angd shipping point for the wool, not
only of Oregon and Washingo but
also of Tdaho. Montana, Wyoming and
Utah. Woo] should be scoured, sorted
and graded here and Eastern manu-
faoture shoull make their purchases
here instead at Boston.

What i& alrendy true of whent and
whit prom £ soon to become true of
wool should be 1»‘ Lrue fruit, live-
stock and 1« 3 We hiave taken
wool merely lustratic of what
i= in store f wa but use -our
opportuniti This requires modern
tugboats a barges, modern wharves
with every faellity for cheap and rapld
loading and unloading of vessels, and
connecting transportation lines from
the river to the back country, which
will serve as feeders to the msin line
—the river. If we thus take sdvan-
tage of the apportunity given us by the
construction of the Celllo Canal, we
shall have advanced the strongest pos-
E{bls argument extension of the
navigable channel farther up the ©
lumbla until it reaches the boundary,
where it will join the channel improved
by the Canadian government. The Co-
lumbla basin will then As great a
hive of industry as i& the heart of Ger.
many, and Portland will become the
great entrenot for the exchange of its
products with those of other states and
nations, performing the same function
which Hamburg performs for the Rlbe
valley and for all German

The event of Inst Wednesday, which
is to be brated throughout the Co-
lumbia basin next week, marks an
epoch the Importance of which is to be
measured by the action of the people
themselves, The way has been clearad
for them. It Is for thelr own energy
and enterprise, gulded by swisdom, to
do the rest,
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SUBSTITUTES FOR WAR,

The Harvard profeéssor of phy ORYy
thinks that in case war should be abol-
ished mankind might find a sufficlest
outlet for its mllitary ardor in ath-
letics. Even at present it a little
difficult to see much difféerence be-
twean soma forms of athletics angd war
as far as danger is concerned, Moral-
1y, too, they are upon about the same
level. The employment of “ruses,” the
doctrine that “all s fair that wins"
and the ke find as much faveor on
intercollegiate athletic grounds as on
the bloody fields of Belgium

The erudite professor, who confirms
our belief that athletics may well serve
as o substitute for war in itsa more
hideous aspects, discerns another, greut
valua In the discipline which spor
inculeute. Exercises such as the ;
clent Olymplc games would, he ll'il!l\‘-
“do for our young men much that is
now claimed s=a pecullar to the wvalues
of military discipline.” No doubt. But
why not also for our young women:?
It is not men alone whe nead physical
robustness in thesa latter dave. The
time has gone by when a woman ful-
filled her duty to the race or to her-
self by languishing, sobbing and swoon-
ing through life.

The modern woman needs outdoor
exercise as much as the modern man,
and uny provislon for the well-baing
of the race which leaves her out is to
that extent, at least, defective. The
Harvard professor thinks in terms of
men only becnuse his environment has
circumacribed his mind But people
free from the limitations of the college
campus may tnke broader views of
things. Neor need we depend whally
upon athleties for the development of
wholesome vigor in human beings.
That Is another college superstition.
Riding the range In cowhoy times pro-
duced gs much courage, hardihood and
¢hivalry as fighting ever did. The men
who work on modern iron buildings
must have all the courage of soldiers
with a great deal more polse and =kill.

War as it is waged now develops in
the soldier nothing but dull obedienca
to orders which he does not under-
atand und stolld endurance of “hard-
ship. The romance and glitter have
all vanished to be succeeded by the
mud and sordldness of the trenches.
The European war is much more likely
to (ausa the troops to revert to the
hablts of prehistoric cave dwellers than
to make clvillzed heroes out o! tham.
For any effect of that sort we must
resort to the romance, the emergencies
and the perll of modern industry. It
were well Indeed” if war could be
stripped once and for all of tho false
glitter of romance which surrounds ft
and shown up in lts hiaonu.-_- naked-
ness, In olden times iU bred heroes
because It called strenuously upon in-
dividual Initiative. Now It calls for
the utter submergence of the [ndivid-
val and represses the heroic gqualities.

is

River |4

The Harvurd professor is wise to
prefer the Influence of athletica, He
would be wiser still If he would speak
a good word for the hero-making
proparties of the perllous arts of mod-
ern Jife.

OPENING COLLEGE DOORS,

The excellent courses of study which
the Agricultural College offers at Cor.
villlis this Summer exemplify the won-
derful ad # which huve baen made
of late In popularizing education, The
old notion that a cellege must paip.
fully guard its ngalnst the en-
trance of uninitiated persons has just
about diskppearad. [n place of it we
behold hospitality to aspiring youth
which humane and at the
same more senulnaly seholarly.
The alled “preparation” which
young peopls acquired ot fitting
sochools and under tutelage of
adept "crammers” signified precisely
nothing ns far educatinn was con-
cerned. It was like the “eanty, minty,
cuty corn’™ with which children besgln
thelr games The colloges Iald Im-
mensge Siress on what a young person
seemed o know when he entered and
but little how much he might
forgotten by the time he laft
ow there has been a total! change af
it With their accustomed
sumption of everything in ﬁ;;nt the
claim the credit for
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than any the
other blg institutions, but In dolng so
she has been a faithful, If not modest,
imitator of the Wisconsin State 1Tni-
veraity, o Chautauquas and other
Westlern forerunners, Mort new
cational ideas originate in the
The takes them up when thes
hawe proved st ful and
promptly lays claim to crgdit of
inventing them.
no matter who invented the no-
thon of making the universities popu-
lar Instituttona or where it first saw
the light. It ls now becoming the rule
-\- rywhere. Columbia admits stu-
nts to of its without
the entrang incantation which was
once Jdeemed essential and other
colleges will prezently follow suit
Educntional standards will not be
lowered by this liber i'lll_l.
trary
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they neoe we shall
now see the (-mn?"a-dﬂ placed on what
the student learns at college rather
than on what he knew when he
entered,

EGGS IN ONE RBASKET.

We have patlently examinad in vain
the ninety-six-page report of the Port
of Seattle Commiss for some [nfor-
m#ation that justifies clty in incur-
ring an extravagant debt ifn anticipa-
tion of o growth in water-borne com-
merce. The nesarest approach Is a quo-
tation from an unnomed engineer who
dogmatically asserts that facilities ore-
ate commerce. It appears on the other
hand that consldernble business was
transacted at the various new port im-
provements in Seattle in 1914, but
whether any part of this business was
new business traceable to the existence
of publie docks and warehouses is left
to conjecture,

The report also gives in
formn a variety of statistios to re-
ceipts and disbursements and cost of
improvements, but no explanation is
given as to the possibhle bearing the
apparent incompletaness of some of
the Improvements had on the income.
A8 the figures stand It appears that in

the earnings exceeded the dis-
nts by $17.309.87. But the
improvements to January 1815, had
cost $4,412,228.15. The latter sum had
been ralsed by the jssuance of bonds
at 4315 per at and the Interest charge
is therefore nearly $200,000 & year. The
deficit, not taking into account provi-
ons for & hond sinking fund op de-
preciation of plant, was more than
$150,000.
Certainly

tabulatad

ns

assurance that this
deficit will caontinue year after
vear, beayond that of mears assertion,
would be valuable informatlion to other
ports, and we should think the people
Seattle would appreclate it, too, as
& future guidance. The sum In excess
$4,000,000 already expended is not
the total cost of the Improvements un-
way: One member of the port
estimates that they will ultimately rep-
resent an expenditure of $6,600,000.
An estimate as to how much operating
expenses would increase with velume
of business, and another estimate
the magnitude which Seattle's come-
merce would have to reach in order to
pay interest on the Investment would
be Interesti: If one year's businessy
shows an excess of Income over oper-
atlon of §17,000 and that that profit
falls $120,000 short « paying interest
0n bonded indebtedness of $4,400,-
000, we Imagine, offhand, that it would
require at least ten timea as much
business to provide the Interest on a
bonded indebtednes of SE.000,000,

If Seattle is going Inlo the public
dock business on a scale which con-
templiates & ten-fold growth in savater-
borne commerce within a reasonabls
lapse of time it is c¢értainly a clty of
optimistz. In commenting on the sev-
eral fallures of municipal ownership in
Seattle the Arzus, a weekly newspaper
that ofty, says of the public docks:
Of the mLHL«-n-\ which have been apent m
docks nol ona property Ia paving a fair In-
terest on the Investment sand severn) will
not pay n docent rate of Interesat for vears,

sver do. . Nor have these dorks re-

: rinte of doing businesic. or brought
one CArgoe to (hils elty whileh would not have
come had they never been built. All that
they hnve accomplished in to divert from
private docks encugh business o make Lhe
Intter losing Investmentn.

This Information, or the contrary if
the contrary be true, would have made
the report valuable if contained there-
in. The eareful analyst will probably
concede that a direct profit on public
docks {s not the sole index of their
vilue just as direct profit or lack of
direct profit en the investment in the
Fanpama Canal is not the measure of
ita benefit to the country. But direct
losses must be offset somehow. The
statement goes unchallenged in face
of an enormons deficlt that the Seattls
docks Have not brought one cargo to
that city that would net have come
iad they never bean built,

The record speaka for moderation
and common gense. The port which
keeps atreast of the times in dock fre
cllities, encourages development of raill
feeders, alds in building up its produc-
tion and consumption field and in gen-
eral distributes its aid over all the ale-
maents that produce commerce, will
comner or later distance the port which
applies all its energies in one direction.
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WAR'S LEYY ON HORSEFLESH.

From wvarious sections of Oregon
come reports of the activity &f horse
buyers, men who are supposedly pur-
chasing horses to fill contracts for
mounts and artillery animals for some
one or more of the armies now op-
erating in Europe. Horaes of vari-
ous welghts, runging from 850 to 1400
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pounds each, are sought, and of ages
from five to elght years, though good
animals far above that age find ready
sale. The animals need not be broken
to drive or ride. If halter-broken they
are accepted at the full price,

We take the following from the Con-
don Times, which shows how the
money is pouring into the pockets of
Oreégon horsegrowers:

Cu!llnfr“ﬂ Brown mide an advantageons
male of hormes loxt weell to O. . Tumar,
the noled horse dealer from Caldwell Idahy,
Ar, RArown sold 167 horses, for which he
oL Tvlopa (o F100 a hea He bought the
jorses in Wheeler and ( lam counties liat
Full and has done well in the matter of
profit. Mr, Turper hpas eontracta from the
British, Frepch and American governments
for cavilr artillery and traunsport horses
which enahbilea him to take almost any sized
horsa that s sound In wind and limb,

in

Varicus other exchanges, both
fastern Oregon and thoe Willamette
Valley, mention the sales of bands of
from ten to u hundred head at about
that price for range stock, and far
above that for heavy asnimals well
broken. So here iz one phase af war
activity that i3 redounding to our
henefit,
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AN ESKIMOD
Greenland's
book by an Eskimo
Mathies Storch is his
bock Is the first ever published in that
forbidding clime. It is in the

tongue with the engauging title
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the §1.115,000,000 of appropriationa
under discussion Is all the money
which the Sixty-third  Congress ap-
propriated. That was the sum ap-
propriated at the reecsnt short session
for the fisci] year 1§#16.- That Con-
gress also appropristad for the flscal
year 1915, according to Mr. Fitzgerald,
$1,116,115,138. Qur correspondent
also appears to harbor the delusion
that the longer Congress remains in
seagion, the more money it appropri-
iied. The facts wmre precisely op-
posite, In a short session appropria-
tion bllls are rushed through in the
closing days with inadequate consid-
eration. The $1,085,000,000 to which
we referred was the total for a single
fiscal year. ‘The difference between
that sum and the suma we have quoted
are the measure of Democratic ex-
travagance.
A popular delusion seems to be
sharad by our correspondent, namely,
that the more money the Government
spends, the more Is in cireulation. If
the money unnecessarily pald in ¢ 5
had remalned in the peopie’s pocks
it would have been circulated by those
people. There was waste both In the
eost of collectjon and expenditure of
mey. The peopla would have
more for it If sach had ¢
Invested in his own way the smount
I pidd in excess of the real needs of
Government. In taking up the “Buy-

"Singnagtugng,” which means nothing
more portentous than "“The Dream.™

The aut who = a Church of
England clergyman, ilates his boy-
experiences cloges the
with & dream of a to come when
his bDeloved dGreer shuall bLe free
and indeg P 'n itisin flourishes
in the most iitious environ-
ments. lr burns as ardently on Tor-
no's clff as Pambamarca's side.
'\Ir'!hit.'! Sh fon ¥ not neces- |
sarlly V. f Burope keeps on in
Its present courses civilization will be
blotted « 1 great whil
and must =& er land for
chance to rehabilitate itself. Why not
Greenland ?

Bolence can doubtlesz devizsa
melt the i cliffs. The =oll
enough to be fortile, once 1t
out, and who 1 deny that the nat-
ural resovrces of the country are Hm-
itless? Greenland ong day be the
focus of the world's life, Stranger
things have happened.
ABOUT EXTRAVAGANUCE,
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A communiecation
another column sbout the Gov
ment debt and expenses
how easlily figures can be
produce a false impression. Without
any desire to reflect on the accuracy
of the World Almanac wa hive gone
to what will be admitted as a better
authority for statistics as to Govern-
ment  revenuge and disbursements,
namely, the Stutistical Abstract of the
United States, published by the De-
partment of Commerce and Labor. We
give In the following table the reve-
nue and expendituresz, surplus or de-
flcit for the vyears ted our
correspondent and for the
vening vears:

in

quoted (o

selec

also

thi
ale l
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| Navy-
| sltes sold,

Flscal
Revenus,
T10.044 02

$1%
01,5440 -ul
D5 588,020
sDatlcit.
Expenditures on the Panama (
June 30, 1912, were made as
lows: From bond sales, $138,600,5869;
{rom (-rdlnw\' revenue, $187.856,359;
total, $276.457,228, That explains
the defleit all of the eight ars
in question except 19%05. Had bonds
been sold for the ¢ntirs Canal expendi-
ture, there would have been a surplus
in thosa eightl vears aggregating over
£220,000,000, and the only veir in that
period actuilly showlng deflcit
would have been 1005,
The figures as the
quotedt by our ceorrespondent
gold certificates and other
fssued against cash the Tr
which are, of cours affset by such
cash and which the Government terms
debt bearing no interest. The Gov-
arnment arrives at the total of its
by adding together the interest-
baaring debt, debt on which interest
has ceased since maturity, consisting
of bonds which _have been called but
not presented for pavment, ai debt
bearing Interost. From this total
it deducts cash In the Treasury and
reports the balance as the net debt.
The nearest dates to those cited by
our correspondent for which we can
find figures in the Statistical Abstract
are 1900, and July 1, 19812
The in -bearing debt on the for-
mer date was £1,023 478,860; on the
latter date, 3$963,776.77 a decrease
of $59,702,0800, During the same per-
fod debt bearing nterest, that is
currency, grvw from $§1 911 to
f 3$790.-
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$1,902,.886,653, an Increase of

.mi". 42, hu: ciash in the Treasury grew
from $1,029,2490,833 to $1,840,709.176
an increase of §811,5649,.343. The debt-
less cash in the Treasury shrenk from
$1.1 711,257 to $1.027.674.687, a de-
crea of $80,134.560, notwithstanding
the issue of Canal bonds,

As to the necessity of a direct tax
when this coumtry is at peace, that
requlres a comparisen of customs rev-
enue under the Payne and Underwood
tariff= In the Tiscal year 1813, the
last full year under the Payne law,
the customs revenue, as stated by the
Statistical Abstract, was $818,891,396.
In the fiseal year 1814 (during the
first three months of which the Payne
law was in operation), customs reve-
nue i= stated by Representative i
gerald to have been $292.320,.014 and
woulid doubtless have en less had
the Underwood tariff been in opern-
tion throughout the year. In ordeér to
recoup the Treasury for the loss of
ravenue due to tariff reductlon the
Democeratic Congress extiended the
corporafion tax to all ceorporations
and Imposed the personal Income tax.
Had the Payne tariff remazained {n op-
eration or had a tariff law been passed
producing as much revenue ag the
Payne tariff, no addition to the. in-
come tax would have been necessary
before the svar and such a tax could
have been heéld In reserve to meet the
emergency created by the war.

Almost certalnly the decrease in im-
porte due to the war would have di-
minished the customes revenue had the
Payne tariff remained in operation,
but in that casa Congress would have
had the Income tax to fall back on.
Having used this emergency resource
before the war began In order to sup-
ply the defleiegncy caused by the Un-
darwood law, Congress found necos-
eary the Impositlon of new semergency
taxes. We are therefore justified in
asserting that the Underwood tarifr
was largely responsible for the emer-
Eency laxes.

The rest of the responsibility rests
on  Democratic extravagance Cur

It-Now'" cm::pmgn, we did not advise

the p buy things they did not

need, for the sake of putting

maoney '.l elrculation, but to buy
they need,

“pugnacious things" we
-".’!\'l'il"tflﬁl;' are t} same
petice-loving Switzerland does
ire not pugnacious at all, Switx-
does not go out in search
but keeps amply rea
if other nation brin
Wea propose that the
the same. If our
=Epont had ecareful read
gonian, he would have known this.
This eountry ecould amply provide ror
defensa with little, If any, added
If uscless Army posts and
yards were abolished and the
and if our Army were re-
organized on the linea we have recom-
mended, The Oregonian is opposed to
militariam, but it i34 also opposed to
Impotence. We do not share the Jo-
lusion that beciuse we déslre peacs,
no other nation will attack ns.

'

Frite hniutwr the violinist,
his war experiences In a book called
“Four Weeks In the Trenches” Wae
dare say the time passed a little mora
drearily for him than for (he other
units of common fedder becausa of his
temperament, but upon the whole he
probably felt and scoted his com-
rades did Trench Hfe rather blurs
distinctions.
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Readera who like
with real things
good if they rafl

poetr that deals
will miss something
o look into Brinin-
stool's “'Traill Dust of a Maverick.,” He
8in of the range life that s almost
gone and his notes, rring true, He does
not epoll the cowboy by romanticlzing
him, but gives us the real “puncher

| with his crudeness, his bravery ana his

poeLry.

We wonder If \!nrmmu Giass can
créeate any characters which do not
more or less closely reproduce his Abe
and Mawrusas. If he can and ever doses
he may be a great master of I‘.Ctjmt
| If he cannot, he simply adds one more
to our \qtiumnl collection of literary
which, after n brllllant
flash, go out forever.

Some oppose
good reasons, me for bad.
people will, as a rule, prefer
methods of limitation to the old. What
the old methods were Is vividly shown
by a current cartoon which deplets a
distracted mother hurrying to
river at night with her undesired baby
in her arms,

“birth I‘J-ntmtmr for

the new

the

The policemen's band, the firemen's

and the lettercarriers’ band each
has o warm spot in the hearts of the
people of this city. While “every kid
on the street” does not get lost for o
week when they tnrn out, a great many
men a&nd women drop work and bhusi-
look and listen.

band

ness to

The manager of Diego Garela Island
will never recover from the chagrin he
muset have felt on learning that In wel-
coming the Emden he enterta Hn
chemy unawares.

e s

ned

Germany cannot expect a speedy end
of the war, since it Is listening to a
proposal to put itz million prisoners
into woaoden shoes to the leather
for its armics

BAVE

There are ten women applicants for
every Jjob sultable to the =ex at the
Panuma Exposition, and the warning
to keep away has gone out.

Liloyd-George’a plan to pul an enar-
mous tax on spirits will lead the Brit-
izsher into drinking something cheap
and much svorse,

Agiin are the official press bureaus
proving their unrelilability by their
contradictory versions of the battle on
tha Dardanelles.

In the Colonel’s estimation a boss is
very useful Institution, =0 long as he
does not try to do too much bossing

a

Rallroads do not put on trains untll
there is business for them, and Lhe
rallronds are adding trains now,

Go up to “Champooick”™ tomorrow
and celebrate the time when Oregon
broke into the United States.

Dancing a2 & remedy for the divorce
avil will be far more popular than any
¢f the many others =uggested,

Rear-Admiral Moore inslsts the -4
was in good condition. Nobody can
prove it otherwize just now.

Villa: should take warning from his
inzt experience and bewara of sur-
rounding Obregon's army.,

This {8 Raisin day. Tomorrow, too,
will be a ralsin’ day when a man gets
his monthly bills.

—————— ——— —— |

The indications that point to an ad-
vance In sugar are such as appear with
the berry crop.

The Dean of Canterbury has tried
the “water wagon" and it does not ride
eaBEY.

Northern Californian is still cevered
with ashes, though Lent is past,

Italy is taking a Jong time to decide
on stopping the war,

April weather {s doing its best with

eorrespondent scemes to imagine thalJ

lth-: calendar.
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Early-Day “Custom Milling”
in Oregon Recalled.

Bisenits Made From Grist Ground In
Crade Plant Liager In Memory
of T. T. Geer Yet, aan He Delves
Iato Piopeer Lore of State.
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