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THE KIND OF MAN FOR FPHESIDENT.

The bright prospects of Republican
success in the Presidential campalgn
of 1916 and the importance of the
prinelples for which the Republican
party stands In the present interna-
tional crisis have caused condidates
for ths nomination to be snnounced
unusually svon. There in a plentiful
crop of favorite sons in particular
states, iocluding Senator Burton, ex-
Ambassador Herrick and Governor
Willls, of Ohio; Senator Borah, of
1daho; Governor Whitman, of New
York; Senator Bherman, of Illinols;
ex-Governor Hadley, of Missouri;
Governor Brumbaugh, of Pennsyl-
wvania; eox-Vice-President Falrbanks,
of Indiana, and BSenator Weeks, of
Masischusetts,

Mr, Burton has won golden opin-
fons by his fight agalnst pork-barrel
river and harbor bills and the ship-
gurchase blill, but he opposes wirship
construction at a time when the Na-
tion has become awakened to the need
of adequate defense on lund and sea
The East holds against lum hisb:?e.-
mined opposition to ship subsidies,
which is a merit in the eyes of the
Middle West and Pacific Coast.

My, Herrick’s sole recommaendations
are a respectable record as Governor
of Ohlo and his eminent services at
Paris during the first few months of
the war.

Mr. Willls won glory by redeeming
Ohio from Democratic rule.

Mr. Borah's outstanding abilites,
his Mdelity to his pariy when sorely
tempted to desert, and his sane pro-
gressivism  give him strength, both
¥nst and West, his one handicap be-
ing that he comes from a =mall West-
ern staie whose vote counts for little
in declding a Neational election.

Mr. Whitman has achioved great
reputs aa a prosscutor of ssmi-poli-
tical eriminals and has begun well as
Governor, but he has yet to make a
record proving him to be Presldential
timber.

Mr. Sherman's qualification seems
4o be his capture of the Senatorship
in spite of the Bull Mooss secession in
Jilinols,

Myr. Hadley has much the same
qualifications as Mr. Borah, with &
less degres of ability and National
reputation, but with the addition of
the fact that he comes from a doubt-
ful border state,

Mr. Brumbaugh's distinction is due
to his victory over Bull Mouoselsm in
fts decline.

Mr. Fairbanks is mentioned prob-
ably becauss he is a perennial candi-
date and Indiana s & perennially
doubtful state.

Mr. Weeks is recognized as a com-
ing leader in the Senate.

These are unusual times in the Re-
publican party, in Natlonal affalrs and
in the affairs of the warld. The in-
tereats of party and, above all, of Na-
tion, demand something more in a
candidate than that he shall be one
picked from among a dowen or so of
favorite sons by & svstem of trades
among delegates. They Jdemand the
selection of & man who commands the
confidence and respect of all sections
of the country and all elements of the
party and who will stand for a truly
National polley in a world-crisis
wherein the United States must take
a foremost place In the ‘councils of
nations

The time iz most propitlous for re-
unien of ihe party. Three-fourths of
the dissidents have already returned,
and the disposition of an overwhelm-
ing majority of the remalinder to do
likewise ls npparent. Colonel Roose-
velt is becoming reconciled with his
former party associstes and is credited
with statements indieating his inclina-
tlon to return to the fold. He believes
the defeat President Wilson and
Secretary Bryun nacessary 1o save the
fnterests of the country from compli-

of

cntlons In which those gentlemen have
fnvolved It He would not support
ex-President Taft if the latier were
nominated, but the party has no

thought of nominating Mr. Taft and
the latter does not scek the nomlna-
tion. Nor dves Colonel Roosevelt; he
desires public condemunation of
Democratic policy. pirticularly as to
foreign affairs. The Republicans need

only

ouly to choose a man who is accept-
able to all elements of the party in
order to complete and cement the
reunion.

From the standpoint of Natlonal in-
terest the emergency requires a man
wmho can do more than this It de-
mands & man who will end the Mex-
jcan imbroglio w credit to ourselves,
with safety to our Interests and our
citizons If possible without armed in-
tervention It demands o man who
w1l end the dispute with Colombis
svithout apology or indemnity and yet
without leaving any excuss for irrita-
tion fn that or other Latin American
countries. Above all, it demands a
man who will protect our Interesis as
affected by the war without involving
us In the conflict. and who will at the
opportune time bring the warring na-
tions together in a lastng peace.

The Nation needs a man who will
provide xmply for its defense without
going to cither extrems of militarism
or pacificlam. gulded by the princl-
ple that we seek no quarrel, no terri-
torial sgerandizement, but that we
shoonld be amply prepared to defend
with snocess all that fs our own. Our
next President should lnaugurate a
turiff polley which will take the tarif
out of politics and should =o direct
party polley that tha National pros-
perity shall be secure and that no in-
terest grost or small, shall be wronged
for political ends.

When such Is tho Nation's need, the
mind furns from the favorite sons in
search of & man of bromder caliber.
more proved capacity for administra-
tlon and greater (ndependence of any
snterest. Seversl men may be Sug-
gested aF possessing these qualifica-
tiona, Among them s ex-Senator
Toet, but age and inclination, if not

0

other considerations, put him out of
the running. The one most frequently
and most favorably mentioned is Asso-
clate Justice Hughes. He was an in-
voluntary candidate in 1908 and was
much discussed as a possible com-
promiss cholece o 1912, but he dl=
couraged all such talk. His reasons
were that he did not desire the office
and that no man had ever been'taken
from the Supreme bench to be placed
in the White House. These réssons
are nof compelling, No men wis gver
known to decline a nomination for
Fresident of & great party, whon it
wax formally tendergd to him. Thus
ona precedent mey be cited against
another. As to the other reason, It
may be said that a time comes o
break all precedents. That time may
be, in the case of Justice Hughes,
when precedent conflicts with duty, to
whose call he has never been deaf.

If the choice should not fall on
Judge Hughes, it should fall on some
man of hiz type in practically all re-
spects. All the portents foretell that,
when the next Prestdential term opens,
the United States will lower above all
nations in moral, material and finan-
clnl strength. The Presidant who fills
that term should tower equally sbove
all rulers In patriotism, wisdom,
statesmanship and exalted morl
aims. No second-rate man will serve
the Nation's purpose.

TAKING THE HONEST WAY.

Congress at its past two sessions hns
not passed 4 miscellaneous river and
harbor bill, but it has nevertheleas
appropriated the total sum of 350,-
000,000 for the work—%$20,000,000 at
the long session and $30,000,000 at
the short gession. Now the zllotments
for the $30,000,000 have been made
by the Secretary of War, and it is
found that due and proper considera-
tion has bean given to the Colum-
bia River and other Northwest proj-
ects. So it was with the distribution
of the $20.000,000 last year,

Now what shall be sald by anybody
for the malodorous pork-barrei? A
year ago there was an effort by certain
interests, mostly political, to stir up a
panic In Oregon becausse The Ore-
gonian protested against the corrupt
practice of loading down the river and
harbor measure with meretriclous
schemes, and declared that the log-
rolling method of barter and trade
between pork-hunting Congressmen
must and would break down. The
pork-barrel has gone te the scrap-
heap, as it was inevitible It should,
but happily Oregon does not suffer,

.Porktl:ll‘rc]'l.xm deserves exposure
and reprobration because it is essen-
tlally ecrooked. Besides, it does not
pay. Oregon has what it is entitied to
have without giving to others what
they are not entited to have.

Yet there ave people here who hive
feared to take the honest way of get-
ting appropriations from Congress, be-
cause the old-time practice In Con-
gress wiw different. They are against
graft only when they are not in on it.

HYPOCRITES

We are inclined wo agree with al-
most everything said by the corre-
spondent who writes today in con-
demnation of the moving ploture
“Hypoorites': that the story has less
to do with attendance of the crowds
than the spectacle of an undraped
female flgure: that the persom who
professes primarily to be interested
in the moral of the play is somewhat
of a hypoerite himself, and that the
production is staged solely for the
commercial advantage of the promot-
erg and not at all to benefit mankind.

In truth “Hypoerites” has no dis-
tinet moral. Rather It depicts human
nature In an unwholesomely cynical
Hght. But the correspondent is not
quite accurate In the statement that
the nude flgure makes It more atirac-
tive In the eves of 98 per cent of those
who see the play.

It is the expectation of seeing
something immodest that draws the
crowds, but alas for them, their ex-

pectations are not realized. Tha at-
traction Is before, not during, the
production. The nude figure is 80

cthereal, 50 ghostly, so indistinct, that
it might almost as well bae a cloud of
steam from the Kkitchen teakettle.
There is more immodesty In almost
every “glirl” show that comes to Port-
jandg than in “Hypocrites.”

If the correspondent will witness
the play he will perhaps understand
better how it got by Lhe censors.

VICE AND THE PRIZE RING,

The fallan champlon, Jack Johnson,
was gifted by nature with a perfect
body and an empty head. By sclen-
tifte training of his wonderful muscles.
he made hlm=elf the best prize-fighter
in the world, but the notoriety he
gained by his triumph unsettled his
feable mind. Instead of continuing
that course of abstinence and hard
training which had led up to his suc-
plunged into the depths of
His bestial passlong were
let loose in every directlom.

His drunkenncss was all the more
shameful because his colored admirers
had been disposed to hold him up as
a credit to their race. His vile pur-
enit of white girls figally brought the
law down upon hls head and he was
obliged to flee the country. In Eu-
rope, where he sought refuge, he wal-
lowed in still more abominable orgles
and became the scandal of the “sport-
ing world.” The -consequences of this
course of conduct are now Apparent.
The advantages which he gained by
temperance and hard work he has lost
by debased indulgznce, -

Whatever we may think of the prize
ring, there s one thing In its fuvaor.
A man cannot hope for success there
unless he lves i temperate and regu-
lar life. Physical and moral laxity
show thelr effects immedintely in di-
minished efficlency in the ring. They
destroy & man's fighting power just as
they dextroy u man's working power.
Eminence every kind is based on
sound morals. Let a man once relax
his moral conduct and his powers of
mind and body guickly lose their fine
edge. He may drone along for years
doipg “pretty well,” but he can never
hopo to be first in anvthing as long as
he is not complete master of his pas-
sfons

Juck Johnson never was, of course,
anything but” an animal, but he was a
fine specimen of his kind, and he
might have held his championship for
vesrs if he had lived decently. But
even an animal can destroy his physl-
eal fitness by reckless indulgence. For
the prize ring as for business and the
professions the price of success is self-
control

cess he
debanchery.

of

The {nspector whe found faolt with
the way Hood River growers pack
thelr apples seems inclinéd to paint
the Wly. The art of packing apples
was invented at Hood River and hes
mads the fortune of those who have
applled it. Some growers may have
been careless, but it is hardly credible

that the method in common use Is
faulty. One can more easily belleve
that the inspector Is whimsical,

THE ALTERNATIVE.

Mr., Seton qualifies for dlscussion of
the road bond lssue by admitting that
he is about 50 vears of age and is in-
clined hereafter to lock out for him-
salf and. let the other fellow cura for
timsell. Because he hss paid for his
streat Improvemenis he is unable to
sea why he should be calied on to
stand part of the tax to build roads in
the county. He is for good roads, ete.,
ste., but he wants the people ar the
community directly benafited to  puy
for them. "

There is no way to get roads excopt
to build, them and there is no way to
build them except by paying for them.,
It i1s a significant fact that every op-
ponent of any plan for roads finds It
necessary to declare that he ig for
roads. The only argument then ie as
to how they should be pald for.

Multnomah County has levied a gen-

eral roud tax for many yeurs. Other
counties Tegulnrly rdlse money by a
genernl road tax, and road districts

hesides ara empowersd to levy special
taxes. The plan of building roads by
assessment. against adjoinlng prop-
erty has not been adopted in Oregon,
and “there are sound practical reasons
why 1t should not be tried now. A
suffictent reason is that it & & very
poor way, for lttle or nothing can be
done under It against the objections of
the property owners.

Multnomah County does . not now
propose to bufld paved roads for the
beneafit of the particular farmers along
the roads, but for the benefit of the
whola publle. It Is propossd to pay
for them by a $1,250,000 bond issue.
If the bonds are defeated, it is impera~
tive that the work be done under &
general rond fax, and doubtiess it will
be done.

The guestion to he declded i purely
one of method. Taxpayers llke Mr
Seton will save nothing In taxes by
voting down the bonds. They will, on
the other hand, merely perpetuate
the present expensive and wasteful
system of maintenance for which the
county pays and must continue to pay,
unless better roads are buil. On the
other hand, a syvstem “of well-built
roads is of direct advantage to all. The
true economy is to do it now, and do
it well,

Does our friend Seton waint no road
tax at all? That Is the only way to
meet his eriticism. If that is the al-
ternntive, there will be no new roads
and no malntenance of old roads.
Then wo shall revert te backwoodism.

TWO VIEWS OF ITALY'S CASE,

Conflicting views of the Jjustice
of Italy's clalm to the Austrian terri-
tory known as unredeemed Italy are
tiken by Professor George B, McClel-
lan, of Princeton, in ithe New York
Times and by Professor Guglielmo
Ferrero in the Atlantle Monthly. A
comparison of them will aid the for-
matlon of an opinion as to the reasons
of Ttaly's hesitation ana as to whether
full recognition of her claim would
prevent future disputes about racial
lines of territorial division.

Professor MeClellun says that the
Itallan-speaking part of Trentino ex-
tends only thirty-five miles north from
the boundary and includes the City of
Trent, about two-thirds of whose in-
hubitants speak Italian and one-third
German. The rvemaining sixty-one
miles of the province, he says, are In-
habited by Germun-speaking Teutons.
Of the provinces bordering on the
Adriatic Professor McClellan says:

The Austrlan crown land of Gorz and
Gradisca liea beétweesni Itallsu Friull and
Trisste. ©Of (ts [nhabltants two-thirds are
Italinn-speaking liallans ara Ger-
man-speaking = wh be 25,000
inhabitants of Tr s thres-fourths speak
Italinn, the rest sTRAan. Of the BGL,000
inhabitants of Istrin about three-fourths are

ans, while of the inhabl-
of Croatlia an Dalmatin, including the
islnmds, omly about 3 per cent are Itallans,

1t is inconcelvable, says Professor
M¢Clellan that the Germans of Tren-
tino will become loyal Itallans, while
the Slavs have “absolutely nothing in
common with Italy” and “thoss who
are disloyal to Vienna or Budapest
look to Petrograd for ingpiration and
sertainly not to Rome.” He adds:

In gravifying Irredentint hopen Italy would
annt not only a language question, but

wlno : race queation and a natlondl quea-
tion, The strength of modorn Italy has
been her paticnal unity.

He doubts whether, if Iirly should
join the allies and if they should win,
Britaln and France would consent to
make the Adriatic Sea an Itallan lake
with control of a quarier of the Medi-
terranean, while they made the Black
Sen s Russinp lake and gave Russla
¢ontrol over another guarter of the
Mediterranean. Nor would Austria
and Hungury consent to become Inland
states or Germany consent to ba de-
prived of any outlet by sea to the east
“as long as they have armies In the
field.™

The Irredentists, according to the
professor, include not only the Nation-
alists, who belong to almost all the
regular parties, but the vast majority
of the four revolutionary proletarian
parties. “Opposed 1o war,” he says,
‘are almost all the members of the
Industrial middie class the north,
the aristocracy and the church.”

Professor Ferrero quotes In support
of Irredentist claims an article written
by Mazzini In 1886, showing that the
Julian Alps, which form the eastern
poundary of lstria, the Carnic Alps,
forming the mnorthern boundary of
venetin, the Istrian littoral and Tren-
tino sre & necessary part of Italy.
Mazzinl called Istrin “the bridge be-
tween the Italians und the Hungarians
and Slave” Trentino “'a wedge driven
between Lombardy and Venetia” and
ft= 100,000 Teuton inhabitants easy to
[talianize. He held the acquisition of
this frontier necessary to prevent Italy
from sinking to a power of the third

Blave, the rost 1

tants

rank, to diminution of her army,
to her financlal credit, Internal da-
Pro- |

velopment and Internal peace.
fesanr Ferrero endorses these opinions
and adds other reasons for enlarging
Ituly's borders. He points out that
the eastern shore of the Adriatie,
which belongs to Austria, is rich in
harbors, while the western shore is
smooth, without harbors; hence Ause
tria has formidable naval bases, while
taly is almost without' armament on
the Adriatiec. He also says that the
cities of Istria have been Itallan for
centurlies, svhile the rural districts are
inhabited by Slavs, Until thirly years
ago the Slave were Italian in Innguage,
gpirit and culture, but during that
period Austrin  has been reviving
Slavie national sentiment and building
up a Slav bourgeoisie in tho cities
Hence ha predicts that if Austria re-
talna the province and continues this
policy, the citiez of Istria, including
Trieste, will become Slavic and “every
mamory of Italy will fade from those
lands."

Heo goes on to explain why Italy ix
ot united for war, A= a condition of
the -triple slliance Italy in 1883 re-
nounced eclaim to the unredeemed
provinees and every government since
that date has svstematically prosoribed
Irredentism and turned nstions] cn-

mity from Austria to Francs, yet
eretly kept allve the struggle by
Ttalians of Istrin against the Slavs.

se-
the

The consequenco Is that the es

are not awake to the Impurtance of |

the subject, and bave turned thelr
minda to Soclalism and other matlters.
“In short,” Professor Ferrero says,
“when the war broke out, the-lower
classes had but & vague idea of Trent
and Trieste and no idea st all of the
Adriatic question.” Hence, Trent and
Trieste are not the Alsace-Lorraine of
Italy.

When war broke out, Italy was
awakened from a delusion, according
to Professor Ferrero, that the triple
allianve existed to proserve peace, con-
eldered herself betrayed and gave vent
to wrath against her -allles. “This
public wrath,” he says, “has leveled
to earth st one blow the whole fragile
edifice of the foreign polley of the
Italian government, “The natlon could
not be forced to aid the two empires,
but “neutrality could be only a lem-
porary expedient.” - “If Austrin and
Germany conguer.,” he continues,
“sustria will annex BSerbla and be-
come the ruler of the Adriatle.” Ttaly
would then become “a dependent
state of the neighboring empire,”
with “no hope of aid from France,
England and Russia, conguered and
enfeshled.” If the two empires are
“eonquered and Austria is mutilated

without the problem of the Ir-
redentist lands belng solved, the
war which we have avolded today

wao shall have to fight in a few Years
under worse conditions.” But il is not
easy in A few months to Invent a cause
for war against Austrla, with which
{taly ha=z been allled for thirty-two
yvears, or in a few months “to prepare
the mind of the multitude for a test as
serfous.”

Nevertheless Professor Ferrero be-
lleves that eventually Italy “‘wiil come

into the war agalnst Austrin’’ The
renson he glves is that “if Austria
wers conguered and ~mutilated, all

1taly would undersinnd at last that all
the forsign policy fostered by Italy
since 1882 has been an unbroken suc-
cossion of fatnl mistakes “The ex-
trome opposition would profit by the
discovery; the dynasty is, and would
be held, responsible; its prestige and
that of the rullng parties are rapidly
declining,” and “it {5 even possible that
the monarchy's last hour would
strike.” He says that a perhaps more
gerious mistake than Italy's original
adherence to the triple alllunce was
the failure to recognize that “since
1905 the triple alliance had changed
little by little into a league of agEres-
gion.” Conssquently “Italy has allowed
herself to be taken by surprise and has
found public opinion inclined foward
the powers whose enemy she ought to
be,” while ths governmept daes not
synderstand that neutrality is o kind
of national suicide.’”

Secretary Danlels evidently desirea
an -adviser in the Navy Department
who will couusel him to do that which
he wishes to do. That is the maost
plausible explanation of Admiral
Fiske's resignation as his senlor mill-
tary adviser. The Admiral informed the
House committee that the Navy was
deficlent In alreraft, mines, scout
cruisers, destroyers, submarines and
trained officers and men and had no
minesweepers. The General Board
made recommendations in accord with
the opinfons of Admiral Fiske, but the
Secretary made no recommendations
as to mines or crulsers and proposed
amaller oxpenditures for all> the
other purposes named. The Admiral
told the Hounse committee that five
vears would be required to put the
Navy in a state of efficiency. That
reflected on the Secretary, whose Teo-
port is full of self-congratulation on
what a4 good Navy he has glven us,

with an occaslonal poetic quotntion
slipped In.
The Heappner Gazette-Times Was

thirty-two years old last week, which
dates it back to the days when J.
Watermelon Redington was rununing it
and giving bonuses In the shape
of drafts on n snowbank, As the
Gazette it was a landmark of Morrow
County and with consolidation it has
lost none of its characteristics.

The Turks plunged Into the war lke
& mad bull inte a barbed-wire fence.
Now, it is safd, they would be glad to
get out agsin, Very likely they will
not find the terms of peace particu-
larly easy. The allies will probably
persist until Constantinople has fallen,
That seems to be the price of Russia's
fidelity to their cause.

The old saying that lightning never
strikes twice in the eame place Is not
truse of earthquakes. They occur
repeatedly in the same parta of the
world. A city that has once been
shaken by an earthguake may expect
sooner or later to be shaken again, as
unhappy Arezzano now knows only
too well

If moving plctures win sinners to
righteousness there iz no good reason
for excluding them from churches
In other days Puritanism called mu-
sleal instruments “irreverent.” The
time will doubtless come whan the
movies will be an accepted feature of
worship llke the pipe organ and the
cholr.

The ornamental shrubs which are
planted freely in eity gardens are
beautiful for a week or two and then
commonpiace for months. Dwars fruit
trees ara quite as beautiful and they
hive the advantage of being useful.
A dwarf pear tree takes no more space
than a rosebuah.

Omahz has a primary election to-
dmy, with most of her able-bodled men
running for City Commissioner. Hav-
ing served mnine years, her Cowboy
Mayor llkes the Job and desires to hold
it longer, with fair prospect of getting
his wish.

Jack’s wife was present, but did not
spur him to greater endeavor as dld
Bob's wifa long ago.

The big thing having been pulled
off. it 1= up to the Priny Bitel to make
some excitéement.

After a few more thrills like that of
yesterday, the Cubans will be fit for
assimilation.

—_—

—

The submarines are keeping up
thelr averasge of two a day.

Wait

Bother the affair at Havana!
until next Tuesday!

Jack has a go left in the United
States Court.

By and by it will be Willard's turn.

At first it was a laughing match.

It was a ==d day in Darktown.
——

“Told you so!” :
3 G

¢

From The Oregonlan of April & 1500

The spaclous halls and corridors of
the Portiand Hotel were thronged f{or
the first time last night. In response
to the Invilstions lssued to the stock-
holders to_lnspect the hotel previous
to its being thrown open to the public
on Monday, some six or esight hundred
ladics and gentlemen visited the build-
Ing last evening. On every hand were
heard expressions of delight and admi-
ration.

Hon. Donald Maclieay, president of
the Poftland Board of Trade, recelved
the following dispatch yesterday from
Senator Mitchell: "The blll approprint-
ing $2,863,356 for bont rallway at The
Dalles passed the Senate today. The
whole amount is immedintely avail-
uble.”

Conrad Stark, formerly foreman for
John Clurk, has embarked (n the har-
ness and saddlery.

Two timber-clalm prospectors report
that snow is eight or nine feut deep on
the summit of the mountains In Tilla-
moolk County.

Mrs. 8, Hoitnhu and diss Heitshu re-

turned Thuraday from their trip
abroad,
The engagement of Lhe popular

soung merchunt, Henry Hausaman, to
Miss Allce Wassermann was announced
during the week.

Yesterday 15 deeds, aggregating
$102,620, were filed, making the total
number of deeds filad since the firat
of the month 10. EBince January 1 there
have been filed 1372 deeds, aggrogat-
ing $3,813,565.05.

The County Clerk has lssued mar-
ringe llcenses to Stephen White and
Selina Urqubart, A, Pocock and Elisa-
beth Walfram, J, W. Ritter and Emma

Slavin.

BURDEN GREAT ENOUGH ALREADY
Mr. Setom Objects to Thrust of More
Paving Benefits on His FProperty.
PORTLAND, April §—(To the Edi-
tor.)—I am loth to intrude for 1 know
you are in posscanion of the hook, but
your editorinl on the proposed bond ls-
sue entitled “The Helping Hand" got on
my nerves, and hook or oo hook, 1 have

to, break loose.

Your heading, “The Helping Hand,” is
particularly touching, but when Yyou
have & famlly and have for years been
cutting out this ana that from thelr and
your own pleasure and dally life for the
purpose of meeting obligation after ob-
ligation In the way of payment of
strest improvements, and when it was
always held forth to you that all thoero
payments were benefits to your propr
erty solely, whether you could ses it or
not, and without your congent or sano-
tion, It gets on A man's nerves to be
told now that ln Portland it is just for
the Individual to stagger under thia
load by himself because he, golely, 18
benefited by the highway being paved
that passes his property, and in the
same breath say, you will now have to
pay 94 per cent of hard-surfice pave-
ment covering n stretch of some 70
miles, pasting other homes and other
property, because n Erest benefit is
about to be bestowed on your pvoperty
again by this improvement.

He who has paid for his own natural-
l¥ wonders why blessings should ba s0
abundantly forced upon him and why
such helping hand should be so con-
stantly extended to his property, and
further, why, while he paid the whole
of the cost of the street paving in front
of his own properiy, the land owner
along these 70 miles of road should not
be required to pay it least half of the
expanse of Improvement In front of his
property, even though the other half
would have to bp met by general county
tax, of which the City of Portland pays
84 per cenl.

I apprecinte fine roads and kKnow
they are a good thing for the clty, but
I fail to see why the streetls of Fort-
iand ares not equilly beneficial to the
city and county and why one clata
should carry the whole expense of
streels and another class should have
them practically presented to them free
of charge, and so, though recognizing
the beautiful spirit of “The Helping
Hand,” I will suggest that it be equally
axtended to all snd not be the mailed
fist to one set demanding the bond and
the annual installmoent with interest
upon pennlty of torfelture, while to the
other it presents, as a wood will token,
a countryside with clty improvements,
fres from all Its expense and burdens.

I am obligated for one street In the
sum of §$1860, about half of which |1
have pald; between this, taxes, sewers
and the high cost of living, and being
close to 50 years of age, with a selfizh
feeling that I want u crumb now und
then for myself and mine to enjoy while
we are here, not wanting to rely wholly
on thae reward of the beyond, I feel
sure, though you have the hook, it will
remain 1dle hetween the wings and you
will not blame me for being Jealous
over your promiscuous extension of
“The Helping Hand."

WALDEMAR SETON.

If Cannl Were at Sea Level.

BLACK ROCK, Or., April 4—{To the
Editor.)—Please settle n dispute, for
us, that we have been discussing Tor
some time.

If the Panama Canal was widened to
thse extent of five miles and desp
etough for the water of the Pacifio
Ocean to flow through, would the Pa-
oifle Ocean lower any? and would the
Atlantic ralse enough to be mnotloed?
Would 1t have any effect on the gulf
stream? A SUBSCRIBER.

The level of mnelther ocean would
change, but tide gates would be nesded.
The trend of the gulf stream is north-
east, or away from the Papama Canal
and its point of origin is both north and
sast of the Canal. The fact that the
movement of the gulf stream Is caused
by the warm water of the troplcs alld-
ing over the colder and heavier walers
of the north precludes the idea that
any severance of the continents at Pan-
ama would affect |t However, such &
canal as the correspondent maentions
would be #o narrow and shallow in
comparfson with the gulf stream that it
could not naturally Influence the gulf
stream did other conditions not exist.

Whnt Bonds Mean to Taxpayers,
PORTLAND, April 6—(To the EdI-
tor.)—Fleasa stats the probable tax on
each 3100 per year in the event of vol-
Ing the proposed boanded indebtédness
for construction of poblic highways In
Multnomsah County. C. W. WELLS,

For the firat four years the increase
In taxes on account of the road bonds
will be 1.8 centa for each $100, There-
aftar It will be 5.5 cents, or an AVerage
of 1.0 cants during the 1ife of the bonds.
This is caloulnted on the present valu-
ation.

-

Both Are Correct.
PORTLAND, April 5—(To the KEd-
itor. )—Kindly tell me which of the fol-
lowing scntences is correct.
committes obtained the applica-
of Mr. A, Mr. B. .and of me.”
committes obtained the applica-
of Mr, A, Mr. B. and of myssif.™
A READER.

Oificers in Oregon.
HALSEY, Or., April 4—{To the £di-
tor.)—Kindly give the principal officers
of tho state and thair respective offices,
A BUBSCRIBE

Write to Secretary of State

at Salem
for Oregon Blus Book, »

'PLAY CHIEFLY FOR HYPOCRITES
Wriler Thinks Moral of Pleture Drama
Now Running Not Its Attraction.

PORTLAND, April 5.—(To tha Edi-
tor.)—A good deal has been written In
the public press, and some expression
of opinion from prominent people basx
beeny obtalned, regarding “The Hypo-
erites,” now belng shown at the Peo-
ples Theater. The commotion has arisen
from the depiction in one of the scenes
of & nude woman.

It In elaimed that the play exercises
n great moral influense (which it may
or may not do), and thal enormous
crowds have secn it at Its production
in other citles (which is undoubtedly
the cane).

But I venture to think that the prob-
lemn of the story has less to do with the
attraction of thess crowds than the un-
usunl spectacle of an undraped female
figure. "The former may “point the
moral,” bubt the Iatter undoubtedly
“adorns the tale,” and thorehy make It
more attractive In the eyes of sub-
mit) 956 per cent of those who will see
the play.

It is battor to be frank in these mat-
ters. No doubt lhere are plenty of
worthy people who . see, or profess (o
see, good in everything, but it mesins
to me that sueh subjecls an this play
desls with can be discussed to much
better advantage in somoe more private
way than in the focus of the limelight.
Such private discussion will have more
affect upon a thoughtful boy or girl
than a thousand plotorial representan-
tlons of the subject, given In the artin-
cial atmosphere of the theater. And If
such boy or girl be not thoughtful—-
but we need not Inguire further along
these lipes. No roue, whether blase or
only as' yet In the “ingenue™ stage of
his career, will be “converted™ by such
plays, and there s a grave dangor that
the younger gensration may recelve the
Impressioln which it |s Intended to ¢con-
vay in a wrong way. A littie knowl-
edge Is a dangerous thing, but the
methods of Imparting knowledge may
be Infinltsly more dangerous.

I wonder how much the idea of “wo-
clal uplift™ entered into the ealcula-
tions of the business peopls who
piannod and projected the pleture. 1f
this inquiry were followed up, | dare
say we would find that what was upper-
most in their minda was Just how much
the public would atand for, and just
how daring they could be, and, as the
phrass ls, “get away with 1t

And Iast, but by no means lesst, as
to the leadlng scene of the play, We
are told that the nude fAgure is so dell-
cately trosted that no offense can pos-
sibly be taken by the most austers
eritic. That may well be, But what
about the actress who posed for the
picture? Is It maintained that a wom-
an's modesty will not be ashocked by
having to posd In puris naturalibus be-
fore a eamera, with all the adjuncts of
operators, scene-shifters, stage man-
agers, directors, and so forth, for a
background? It is bad enough to know
thut women are exploited for commer-
cial purposes In such a way, but worse
to think that such commercialism should
we made the text for a sermon on Mors
ality, and, worst of all, that vulgar
realism of this sort should be publicly
indorsed by people, presumnably of light
and leading, who ought to know beatter
than to lend their names to a litile
cheap advertiging., Gllbert and Sulll-
van, in planning thelr famous series of
operas, lald it down as a canon that
no Indy in the caste should ever be
asked to wear a costume that she could
not with perfect propriely appeéar in at
o private musqueérade ball. This was
rather an lnnovation at the time, hut
art was not thereby made less eflective
::’]:lin]l are wre: 10 say about a play In

ch one of the ] ] =
it e ladies wears no cos-

No, alr, let ug cenxo to be “hypoarites™
ourgelves in théese mutters, nnd):;]k:i:;:-
edge, once and for all, that such exhi-
bitions are staged for the purpose of
lining the pockets of thelr promoters
and leét us, facing that fuct, turn n duu‘i
ear to the frantic eppeals of these gon-
tlemen to assure us—with their tonguens
in their chesks—thut their commerelal
énterprises are fraught with the deep-
est moral significance to the public.

CROW.

American Navy-Yards and Bases.
INDEPENDENCE, Or. April 4 (T
s h 3 3 ~—(To
thae Editor.)—Kindly tell me the num-
ber, locality and the sizes of all the
naval stations of the United Htates,
INQUIRER.

located at New York;
Va.: Portsmouth, N.
H.: Phlilndelphin; Mare Isinnd, near
San Francisco; Washington, D. (.:
Bromerton, Wash,, and Charleston, S
C. Thers are naval stations at’ Kay
West, IMla, and New Orleans; a torpedo
and training siation at Newport, R. 1.
training statlons at Yerba Buena
Island, Cal, and North Chicago, I,
and ‘a naval war college at Newport,
R, I, Naval stations have been estab-
linhed at Tutolle, Samow; Islang of
Gaum; Guantanamo, Cuba; Honoluly,
H, T.; Cavite and Olongapo, Phlllppine
Islands. We cannot publish Informa-
tion as Lo sizes,

Navy-Yards are
Boeton; Norfolk,

Cholee of BHagliah.

PORTLAND, April 6.—(To (he Idi-
tor.—In The Oregonlan 1 notice you use

the term “whether or no" In an edl- |
torial entitled “College Women and
Race Suajcide.” Do you consider this |

form better than “whether or not,” and

if a0, why? HERMAN LOEDING.
——

The cxpression “whether or not™ i
perfectly correct and in good ussge.
Some persons prefer It to “whether or
no," because, they say, it is eanier to
parse. But "whether or no” Is ldiomatic

English, and has bsen freely usad by
most grent writers, It Is rather pre-
fearred by those who take pleasure in
“Hnglish pure and undefiled,” but there
Is no particular reason why “‘whether
or not” shduld be rejected If one wishea
to use it

When One Has Meter.

PORTLAND, April 8—{(To the Edi-
tor,)—One of the naw sprinkiing rules,
published in The Oregonian recently,
is: “Water must not bs used through
hose without firat making written ap-
plication for s=ame.” TDwas this rule
apply to those of us who have meters
and have been accustomed to use as
much water as we llke, or feel able to
pay for the year round? B, M.

No. Consumers having metérs do net
have to apply. But they must live up
to the other regulations.

What Is Prune Tree?

ANTELOPE, Or., April 4—(To the
Editor.)—In there any such thing ns &
prune tree? MIES AGNES MURIPHY.

“Prune” is a general term for any
plum: that can be cured without remov-
ing the pit. Lats dictlonaries deline
“nrune tree” as any tree producing
plums suitable for prunes,

Sheep In Washington.
PORTLAND, April §—(To the Ed-
Itor.)—Must a person in Waashington

fance his farm againat nelighbors’
sheep? Or can they be compelled to
keop them off your land? H J. B

There iz a law In Washington in
toree prolilbiting sheap from running
at large any place

Yeou.

PORTLAND, April 5.—(To the Edl-
tor.}—Do you econsider ihe phrase
“grow better pigs"” good Eng?gh?r

a,

It Is both goo'd—l".‘ngnlh and good
advice. ‘

Half a Century Ago

From Ahes Oregounlan of April & 1803

The unusually busy time has arrived
when millinars are vexed by a rush of
bhuslness to thelr shops,

¥. Pattorsain closed the first term of
his Commercial Academy In this oity on
Tuesday ovening alter a very sucoups-
ful Winter course.

P Wright, in working aboul same
new huaildings In course of conetrucs
tion on Becond mitrest yesterday, nar-
rowly escaped a sarious injury about
the head by wenring & beaver hut. A
plunk broke away from above, and,
falling spuarely upen the hal, mashed
It considerably over the oves, and our
doctor pays saved him a sore Head

The committes on ways and means
has finally vontracted far the dredging
machine which will ba bullt and put in
good running onder by August 1, LA8L
D. Monnastes, of the Portland Foandry,
Is the contractor,

The Portlarnd sand Milwaulde mac-

adumized road was sold yesterday at
Rheriffa male, togother with the stiesm
forry boatl, ete, for the sum of 310,130
carh. Thoe buyers were Mamsre, Ladn
& Tiiton.

Take Front street in thin city any day
Iataly, for the distance of ovar half &
mile, reaching from Maln to D strasis,
and it presents an active hum of busl-
NHE.,

From Hobert M. Porter, Deputy Unit-
ed Btates Assessor for the dimtrict com.
posed of Washington and Yamhill coun-
tlea, wo learn that the long-establinhad
band of horse thieves and robbers In
ganeral, oxisting in that part af ths
state, have at last bean farvetsd oul,
with good prospects of belng entlirely
“wiped™ out,

——

NO PLEDGE OF MONEY FOR DOUKS

AMr, Lewls Says He Was Misundersiood
ms to S0 Johns Imprevemenis,

ST. JOHNE, April .—(To the Editor.)

—1In the splendid report of the merger

The

meeting there appedrs oné error.
fault may be mine and not the report-
ar'a-but it was pot Intentionally mine,

and 1 know it was not intentionally his
for one often falls to state exnetly the
thinga he intends to, and, again, thes
hearer sometimes falla to get tull and
oxact wconnection of the apeakars
thoughte.

The error le in

At the close of the meeting D, C._Lawis
annpunced that the Commissionse of Tiooks,
af Portinnd, had promised him that in case
the City of Bi, Johns vyoted o Detoine &
part of Foriland the clty wounld expedd =i
ipaat $750,000 tn Improving the decks ani
watarfront of Si. Janna

In justice to Senator Mulkey, permit
me to say: Sonator Mulkey never prom-
inod me that in casa we votsd Lo merges
the Clty of Portland would spent §780.-
000 {n mproving the docks and wWater-
front of St Johns,

I had guoted from his Jetter to me in
which he had stated among other
things: "“The municipal dock proparty
at St Johns would furnish un ldexl site
for & lurge municipal grain elevator.”
and then I remarked—at lenst intonded
to—thnt this would uitimately mean an
exponditure of at least $750,600 in lm=-
provements on our waterfront,

The $750,000 wasn my siatement,
not Senator Mulkey's,

.

the following:

and

C, LEWIE

Decorations for Gallantry.

SAN FRANCISCO, April 3—(To the
Editor.)—Pleass tell me what are tha
conditlons under which one may Te
celve (1) the “Medal of Honor™ of the
United States: (2) the “Victoria Cross™
of England; (A1) the *“Cross of the La-

glon of Honor™ of France, and (4) the
‘Iron Cross” of Germany,
J. 'f. HIGGINS

Medals of Honor are awarded to of-
flcers or enllsted men for @latinguished
bravery or conspleuous gallantry which
has been manifested in action, by con-
duet distingulshey above others, and
thut involved rielk of life or duly more
than ordinarily hazardous

Awards other decorations
tioned are eswentinlly theo
basis, except thae Cross of the La
glon of Honor be conferred
meritorous conduct In ¢ivil as wall
military 1ife and has been conferred
on foreigners and pome upon
womer.

of men=

un samé
that
MAaYy for

In ‘naen
——————————
Miming Aswessment Work,
PORTLAND, Or, April E—(To k¢
Editor,)—Pledse Inform me as to the
mining lawa of Oregon. If & miners!
is found on & claim s 1t required by
the Guvernment that same must be
worked in order to hold it T.A. B
suvconding en-
clilin the eptryman
murt 4o $100 worth of development
work and §10t each surconding yeoar
until 3600 worth of wark has heen par
have It surveyed

the culendar Year

on & mining

in
try

formad,. when he may
and obtain a palant
e —

Law of Descentl.

PORTLAND, April & -{To the Ka
tor. —What right does tha OUragan law
glibe the second wifs In her huaband a
property at lila deati whean mooumu
lated buforéd thelr marriags and thera
teing no will? v, . M.

it depends on whether thars are
chiltdren by elther wife. If none the
surviving wife recelves all his prop

1t thero are chlldran shin receivens
ono-hnlf the esinte.
i —

Farenia and Children,

arly.
n 1ife interest in

PORTLAND, April B-—(Te the IDai
tor.}—Kindly Tet me know in which
states moy a father give AWAY his
children agalnst the wishen of the
mother? CONSTANT READER

We can Advise you only #a to Ore
gon. In this siale fathar and mother,
when both are fit, have equal authority
and eontrol over thelr chiliren.

——ee

Literature on Cmnnda,
FOREST GROVE, Or., April L==(Tn
the Editor.)—Flease tell mo where I
could geot lteraturs on Canadar
A BUBSCRIBER

Write to the goneral offices. pf the

Canadian Pacific Raliway, Montreal
e p—

Marrying a Widew.
Exchange.
Dyer—HRownder wiahes now Lthat he
hadn't married a widow. Ryer—Why"
Dyer—Hae can't wee any of the old ex-

ruses for coming home lats,
s
Otherwise Perfect.
Buffalo, N. Y., Expresa
“ja vour husbund troublad with Ino-
somnia. Mrs, Nurich?™ "Neo, indesd
He doesn't sleop very well, bBut athar-
wine hin health is perfect”

Paint-Up Time
—_—

Spring s “palnt-up time” and
“slean-up time™

it maeana work
housaholder but much
when It s all over,

in their plunning, readars of this
newspaper will And the advertising
columns very belpful.

They will guide them ito ths
stores selling the best paints snd
cloansars, and shew tham how to
save time and money,

Parhaps thers s & hint ‘hers to
tha enterprising inter as to tThe
best eeaxon for sdvertising.

ahead TYor the
sati=faction




