LEGALITY OF WAGE
LAW 15 IN DOUBT

Mr. La Roche Advises Repeal
of Portion Pending Su-
preme Court Decision.

STREET WORK IS AFFECTED

Inability of Council to Let Contract
Without Minimum Salary Feature
in Provisions Is Clted—Test
Case 1Is Considered.

Investigation. whichk has revealed

the fact that there Is a guestiom abont
provisiona of

the legality of certamin
the clty'a new minimum wage ordi-
nance, caused City Attorney la Roche

to recommend to tha Councll yestarday
the enforcement of the ordinance until
grounds for a test case can ba secured,
and then the repeal of part of the
measurs until the question of legality
ie settlgd by tha State Supreme Court.
The Council will consider the proposal
at an informal mee today.

The ordinancs which went Into effact
March 27 provides ¢ all contractors
!l work shall pay tha work-
men eongazed on the contract the same
gcale of wages as is pald by the Clty
of Portland. This i1s moch higher than
the market scale at present, being A
minlmum of $8 a day for day laborers.
Legality on Point Doubted.

La Roche. in n report submitted
reports that there ia no
question about the right of the Coun-
eil to enforce the measure in contracts

which are pald for out of the clr.i.ia
e

Mr.
1o the Council,

general fund ralsed by taxation.
savs there (=, however, a question 8s
to the lemality of enforoing such a
measure in regard to Improvements
pald for hy properiy owners on the
asrassment plan,

In these cases Mr. La Roche sayp the
thaut the Council is

coturis have held
merely the agent of the property own-
ers and the Council, therefore, cannot

contract to pay more than the prevall-
fox wage for labor. If a greater wage
fs pald, Mr. La Roche says, the Council
may not be able to collect from the
properiy owner or may nof 2t any
rate, be able to collect more than the
amount which would have besn re-
quired for the contract at the prevall-
ing wagos.

Mr., La Rochs says
sure he conteated
ity should Ro ahead
tracts accordingly &
might arise.

Responsibility of Clty COited.

The city might be obliged, he BaYs,
fo pay for the Improvements becauss
af the payment of more than ths pre-
vailing wages,

Should the advice of Mr. La Roche
ba followed, the part of the ordinance
regarding the minimum Wwages on
street mnd sewer contracts would be
suspended pending the contest of the
LETTR lonsmuch as the strest and
sowor contracts are the principal ones
awarded by the city, this action would
mean wvirtually the suspension of the
entire lssue until a decision could be
securad from the Councll

Mr. La Roths rules in his communi-
cation to the Counec!l that the Council
cannot let a contract of any kind after
March 27 without including the mini-
mum wage feature the provisions.
Contractors who submitted bids prior
to March 27 may hava the privilege
of backing out of accepting the con-
tract if they falled to bid on the basis
of the new wage scale, he rules,

FOUL PLAY [5 FEARED

SEASIDE MAN OF 72 MISSING; BANK-
BOOK FOUND IN RONE BUSH.

the ordinance is
and that if the
and award con-
serioug problem

to

Richard Pewers, Carrring $I71, Leaves
Home of Friend In Portland
mand Is Seen No More,

Richard Powers, a Civil War vetearan,
72 yeara old, left Seaside, Or., last ¥Fri-
day for Portland, with $371 in pension
chacks, besides some cach on hi= person.
Thea finding of a bankbook belonging to
Mr. Powers, and a promissory note for
$100 payahbls to him, in a rosabush at 22
North Eleventh street, was reported to
the police by Mra, Mary E. KeYes yes-
terday. Mr. Powers has dropped out of
wixght

On the theory that he may have been
done away with, and that the thug took
his maney and pension checks and dia-
carded the bankbook nnd note as non-
negotinble property, the Portiand police
have begun an Investigation that, up to
& inte hour last night, waa barren of
results. .

The bankbock shows a balance of
$210 In the Filrat State Bank of Seaside,
and the promissory note, signed by
William C. Nicholson, is dated March 26,
the day Mr, Powera left for Portland.

Mr. Powers left Seaside Friday morn-
ing, saying he would bs gone a week.
¥e came to Portland and remained at
the home of h!s friend, John Laraon,
6145 Forty-third avenue, Southeast, un-
til Monday.

“When Mr. Powers left our house at
4 o'cleck Monday he sald he wanted to
look after some business, but u‘ou‘.d re-
turn,” sald Mrs. Larson last night. “He
had four $75 checks and one $71 check.
On sccount of his age, we tried to peér-
suade him to remnin at our house until
the following morning before venturing
out with that amount of money, but he
insisted on lemving. Mr. Powers Is blind
in his left oye and wears a long, whits
beard. The finding of his bankbook In
g rosebush opn the West Side yesterday
leads me to belleve that he has mat
with foul play."

BONDS TOTAL $16,421,897|;

Street

Surety Issnes Cover and

Sewer Contract Guarantees.
—

Surety bonding companies, that write
bunds covering street and sewer con-

trecie and maintenance and surety
bonds of other types for the city EOY-
ernment, have a total of $16.421.807.66

in bonds now in effect, according to a
statement issued yesterday by City
Agditor Barbur. The Yeport covers only
euch bonds as are alive at present.

The largest amount of bonds written
by any one company ia 36000000, to
gusrantes the maintenance of pavement
by contractors and the mailnteaance of
bridges and buildinge.

WAGE CONFERENCE TODAY

Minimum of $2 Asked by Labor
COouncil Will Be Considered.

Conferences to consider the demands

Lmhtm wage of 37 & day for common
h‘bor on =l caun&r work to be done

the prop $1,250,000 bond ls-
sue for road purposes will be held this
afternoon at the Commercial Club be-
tween C. C. Colt, O. M. Clark and S
Benson, representing the Chamber of
Commerce; John B. Yeon, representing
the county, and Eugens E. Smith, Kob-
ert Riley and a third man yet to be
nﬁmed. representing the Labor Coun-
cil,

The result of the meeting wil be
made known to the County Commis-
sloners for thelr actlon Fridey. The
jabor reprosentatives havs taken the
position that unless they be assured
by Friday night that the county offi-
cinls have acted favorably on thelr re-
quest they will oppose the proposed
bond issue.

LIBELS ON SHIP TRIED

CASE AGAINST KRONPRINZESSIN
CECILIE IN FEDERAL TRIBUNAL.

Fallare of German Vessel to Deliver
American Gold to England at Break
of War Is lssue.

BOSTON, March 31.—Trial of the
Uibels brought against the North Ger-
man Lloyd steamer Kronprinzessin Ce-
cilie by the XNational Clty EBEank and
the Guaranty Trust Company, of New
York, because of the steamer's [ailure
to dellver In England and France §10,-
000,000 in gold last August, began in
the United States District Court today.
Two passengers are also seeking dam-
apes because of the Cecilie's fallure to
complete har voyage.

J. Parker Kirkiin, counsel for the
Guaranty Trust Company, contended In
his opening argument that the steamer
should have completad her trip, as there
was just as much danger of war when
she sailed on Juiy 27 as when she waa
ordered by wireless on July 31 Lo re-
turn.

The action of Captaln Polack, the
Cecilie’s commander, in returning o
America, was called “a justifiabla pre-
cautien” by J. H. La Roque, attorney
for the steamship,

It was gald by James M. Beck, repre-
senting the Natiooal City Bank, that
If the steamship company had given
the slightest intimation that she would
not complete her voyage, the gold,
which was nesded for American credit
abroad, might have been shipped by an-
other vessel,

Captain Polock, of the Cecilis, tast|-
flad that on July 31 he recelved a code
megsage saying war had brokeén out
with Russia, France and England, and
directing him to return to New York.
The captaln added that after the steamer
had turned back he recelved a wireless
message from the Georga Washington,
of the same line, saying that war had
not® been declared, but that it was
threatened. If tha Cecille had kept on
her course she would have reached
Plymouth at midnight on August 2,
Cherbourg the next morning and Brem-
erhaven the merning of August 4. Cap-
taln Polack sald he did not apprehend
war when the Cecille salled from New
Torlk

At the close of the day's procesdings
Judge Hale sald that the case was of
such magnitode that he would send it
to the Court of Appeals. The hearing
will ba contidued tomorrow,

36 TRIALS IN 3 MONTHS

Judge Davis to Transfer Criminal
Docket to Judge Gatens.

Clreuit Judge Dawis will turn over
to Judge Gatens the criminal docket of
Multnomah County next weoak after
completing a three months' term ns
criminal judge of the Clreult Court.
Judge Davis will go on a short vaca-
tion and. on his return will resume his
civil docket, which has been handled
by Judge Kavanaugh for the last three
months.,

Records compiled by Deputy District
Attorney Collier show that thers have
been 36 criminal trials before Judge
Davis during the three months' term.
Thesa resulted in 27 convictions, seven
acquittals;, one directed verdlet and one
disagreement. Fifty-two persons came
before Judge Davis under indictment

and pleaded gullty during the three
months,
Forger Is Not Anto Thief.

CHICO, Cal, March 3L—(Speclal)—
Hobert Leo Davis, who was returned to
Chico today from Oregon in custody,
s not Theo Thiel, wanted In San Fran-
eciseo and Portland for automoblle
thefts and bail-jumping, in the bellef
of Detective Gibgeon, of Chico, former-
Iy chlef of the ldentification bureau of
San Francisco.

After taking finger prints of Davls,
Gibson said they did not conform with
the eclassification of Thiel's. Hao sent
the prints to San Francisco today. Da-
vis confessed cashing a fletitlious check
for §$6i0 on thes Butte County Savings
Bank.

DAJLY METEOROLOGICAL EREPORT.
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