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to be burning the midnight oil in
stuffy cells with bieary eyes and
pallid cheeks but who, instead of that
iare carecring wildly over the coun-
try telling the farmers how to plant
corn, spray trees and breed hogs.
What a falling off from the sacred
academie ideal!

A professor who is good for some-
thing else than delivering anMguated
lectures to Inattentive students is in-
dead a portent. Something ought sure-
Iy to be done to woa him back to
the gods he has forsaken. Whe will
g0 through the sacred motions of
teaching Greek and Latin if all the
professors tuke to engineering, agri-
culture and soclology?

EIGHT HOURS AND §2 DAILY,

The City ommission will act to-
day upon the plan to establish a mini-
mum wage for all labarers, skilled
and unskilled, engaged in contract
work of any kind for the municipality.
The dally wage Is to be not less than
$3, and the hours are to be not more
than eight. Preference ls to be given
to local labor.

No proposal of greater consequence
to the taxpayers and to the general
public has heen formulated or con-
sidered by the Commission, It re-
quires only a statement of its scope
and purpose to give the measurs of
its large Importance.

wvery contractor who does work of
kind for the clty must pay a
séale far higher than the prevalling

rage.  Obviously the cost will be
more, and obviously, too, it will in
some cases be prohibitive. In all
cases the city will be at gretater ex-
pense in carrying out a given work
than any private contractor,

The reason given for the new
policy s that the laborer is entiticd
to n living wwage. That may be
agreed. But It s questionable if he
iz entitled to more for the same work
than a fellow workmen in private
ployment g If it be then id
tlm' the private employer must pay
more, too, it may well be asked how
he is going to pay it In the present
situation? How is the clty It=elf to
stand the greater burden? A condil-
tion, and not a theory, confronts the
people of Portland.

It =oems to The Oregonian that the
ranl problem for the City Comm
sion to solve is how to employ mi
unemployved men at a wage it is pos-
gible to pay, rather than a few men
at double the wage other men ara
glad to get in these times, Not long
sinee delegatlons from vwvarlous clvic
bodies walited upon the City Com-
mission with an earnest request for
the employment of the largest possi-
ble number of men ¢n public worl
No doubt the members of the Com-
mission were as well aware of the in-
dugtrinl crisis as any 1O _gETOUup
of citizeéns, and no doubt they keenly
appreciated the need of doing overy
practicable thing to relieve the =itu-
ation. fet 4t would appear that the
rea] duty of the Commission les In
that direction, rather than in an ef-
fort to keep at n high standard the

l]’"'.l}" of the men now at work, and

to ralse the barriers in front of con-
tractors, who are struggling to keep
together their respective organiza-
tions, by paying what they can and
doing what there Is to do.

If the cost of “contract work is to
be enhanced there will be less of
such work and less employment, = If
the pay for unskilled labor Iz to be
$43, and the lmit elght hours, the
fit will be chogen and the less capible
will have to n or continue to re-
main with the idle army.

The Oregonian says again that the
wor‘n'lnn.n is entitled to a saitable
\\'m:n, but in times when hundreds of
men or women are glad to be em-
ployed at any wage, and when stand-
ards of employment nra largely
Iirl'r\f‘“ lown, it wonld seem to be
most l-advizsed to seek to establish
any arbitrary rules under which men

may work and other men miy em-

s them to work. How are they to
pald? Are men to be left to starve
because they are not to be permitted
lo work for less than %3 or longer
than elght hours?
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stock expert

Stites illable for export this Win-
ter 367,000,000 bushels. This the
iitural Department ascertained
v a simple calculation. The entire
erop was 567,000,000 bushels, of which
§10.000,000 wore necded ot home. The
remuinder, 367,000,000 bushels, ¢tuld
be shipped to Europe without dis-
turbing domestic conditions,

Wheat has been golng abroad at the
rate of about 1,000,000 bushe a day
for some time and is not lik to go
much faster. The supply for export
was sufficient, therefore, 1o Iast some
357 days. or until long after the next
harvest is reaped and threshed. Since
the export demand can thus be more
than sutisfied it is difficult to under-
stand why prices should rise so high
on the strength of it

THE FALL OF CHARLESTON.

The firgt notable consequence of
Sherman’'s northward march frem Sa-
vannah was the fll of Charleston.
I'his senport had been besieged by the
Union fleet ever since 1863, but with-
put much hcum of success. Fort Wag-
ner, in the® herbor, had been taken,
but Fort Sumpter remalnod appar-
enily impregnable. The fire of the
fleet had reduced it to a heap of
ruins, but the Confederate garrison
managed to find shelter among them
and wield their guns gy well as when
the fortress was Intact, or even better,
perhaps. No vessel could pass Fort
Sumpter to land troops on the wWaler-
front, so that, although much dam-
age had been done in the cily by
shells from the fleet, It ¢ould not be
taken.

It was finally decided to abandon all
efforts to attnck Charleston directly.
The =iege wins turned Into a bBlockade
and It was expected that the conguest
of the ~back country from which
“harleston drew {tg supplies would
ultimately reduce the city. This proved
to be sound reasoning. By the time
Sherman reached Columbla, Hardee,
who eommanded n Charlestion, began
to withdraw his men.

This was on February 17, 1IB66.
Hardee, as he was leaving Charleston,
gave orders to set fire to some stores
of cotton, to the Counfederate ironclads
in the harbor and to the public build-
ings. Nature carried the flames far-
ther than he desired. They spread to
the powder magazine, which exploded,
killing some 150 persons, The night
of the 17th was a terrible ordesl for
Charleston. Hardee's troops added
plunder and riot to the horrors of the
conflngration and it was only’ es the
Union troops began to oecupy the city
that order was rastored nnd the fire
extingulshed. Columbia was also des-
olated by a conflagrution at about the
sime time. How the fire originated

has been a matter of dispute, but mir-‘

minded people oan hardly question
that the Confederates were to blame

F— e

advantage,
given prisoners at Andersonville half
a century ago by the Confederate
government, an institution that had
the profound sympathy and more or
less moral and substantial support of
the British people,

It may e
50 years ago which reeked with gory
scalps and midnlght massacres. With
all {t= bloodthirstiness the boys" fic-
tion of that day was superior to much
of the simpering staff that has re-
placed it

at Bull Run to i h
gallons, Portland is aring t« ) fimee ’
.ll:_m:’:J during :L dr\'ls:?lf e 4 mtent as to justify the public

Stat
don. Quit it
nervous.

T
in both cities. On forsaking Columbla
they set fire to the stores of cotion,
from which the flames spread
throughout the city. Perhaps other
factors contributed to the disaster.
With Sherman were some Union pris-
oners whom he had released from*the
horrible Confederate dens where they
had been confined. Naturally, these
men resented the treatment they had

suffered, snd we may at.least feel

assured that they did not labor very
ardently to check the flames. Whether
they actually took a_hand in spread-

ing them I, of course, a matter of

pure conjecture.

Germany denies that British pris-

oners are being treated cruelly and
the world wilt belleve her. To be
sure, the food may not be what they
swould get at home, and they misa

the morning “bawth,” but the Ger-
man subsistence department is not in
the hotel or restaurant business, Peo-
ple disposed to complain might, with
read of the treatment

Some students are ,blaming the

Russian novelists for the European
war. Since most of the accused are
dead anil unable to answer back, it
is a happy thought to load them with
the burden everybody elsd shirks. The
argument for the prasecution runs
that the Russian novels have been
ir
entente was established which stim-
ulated German envy and thus brought
on the fighting.

itated by the Inglish. Thus an

The revolt-of the Plute Indlans

should give new life to the expiring
taste for scout and cowboy stories.

ron revive the dime novel of

Organized charity has long super-

vised the poor. Now the State of New
York Is about to supervise organized
charity, probably for good reasons.
The Rockefeller charities Investignte

or and the Federal Labor Commis-
on investigates the charitles. The

men and things who: are not under
suspicion in these times are few and
Jucky.

Captain Mitchell, of the General|
Staff, who said & foe could take and
hold the American sembourd, has been
excused by the Secretary of War, as
he talked in & private meeting. He
told a truth, to he sure, but neg-
lected to add the foe aforesaid would
be making attempt to commit suicide

‘e

and would socceed.

Rafds by Zeppelins on armed camps

and concentrations of troops are|
legitimate part «of war, but dropping

nlis on citles and killling non-

combatants are npt, and if there is

rer that can ndvise the Kalser
ot the word should not be

slow In going.

Constantinople 18 the end of all
tussian ambition and news comes

she Is preparing to capture It, Bome-
times it seems as if Russlan intrigue
wers responsible for the turmoil in
Europe, with this result in view.

Even thes county prisoners at Eu-

gene would radiute, but a hard-
hearted jallor discovered the etlfort
In time Lo prevent get-away.,

With a new dam at the headworks
pound 500,000,000

With Federal intervention the |
Piuta um
redskin
white man's “bunk.”

ing will be quelled and the
arn another lesson in the

The Germans gained ten feet on the

Hne near Ypres the other day. Jean
Orapand must have been dreaming of
“dear Paree.”

Rockefeller gave away more than

six million dollars last year, a4 =um

greater than most men make in

Heavy war insurance on  United
property is being placed in Lon-
Such reports make us

When the Johpson-Willard bout Is

held in Mexico, Villa should be on
hand to garner the box office receipts.

Whatever Is handed te the Russian

by the Teuton he passes on in
diminizshed volume  to the Turk.

Scandinavian goverhments will not

join us in our protest against Ger-
many. They're taking mno chances.

More civillans killed by Zappelins

at Calals. One of these days a Zeppe-
fin will kill a soldier by mistake,

Berlin reports 100,000 new prison-

ers laken. We should think it harder
to feed than to fight such a force,

Just a= rose time dawns in Port-

land the blizzard season comes at Jts
worst in South Dakota,

Russia {8 concentrating fer an at-

tack on Constantinople. Wonder how
England likes the news.

The German Government s seizin
E

all raw rubber. Probably to feed the
men on the firing line.

The bottom of the \‘orth Sea is

becoming quite a rendexVous for
American vessels.

The Russians admit having been

routed by the Germans. Must have
Lbeen some rout.

President Theodor, of Halti, ha=

gone 10 the Southern Continent for his
he.ulth.

Even Congress 1§ waking up in the

matter of our military needs

Baker s putting on metropolitan

ulr in smiting mashers.

Germania rules the waves, subject

to revision, of course,

Cheer up, evervbody, the Legisla-

turs has adjourned.

We will now quietly await the base.

ball season.

The last of the Plutes are in actlon.
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Ex-Senator Toombs, of Ged
serving on the staff of General (

consequence, i
—
Washington—Information from the
Army of the lnlc--n.u a8 late as yes-

terday mortlig reports all ‘1-11 t. About

300 deserters from the rebel ranis

have come. within the Army of the Fo-
tomae withinwhe last few days.

The Albany Journal says an effort
being made to compléte the wo
the Willamette Valley and (
Mountain wagon road, and &
meeting was held recently to urge
mutter,

onde

1f there Is ar
another that is matter of con
tion In con stion with the
achieved by General Sherman, It is that

ratuls

the National flag ence more flonts over

n, the

Fort Sumter and that Charlest
hothed of treason, once more
Federal rule. The Fe
moarched into the cradle of se !
playing “Yaokee Doodle” and waving
their tattered and battle-scarred Yan
kee flags.
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O, Leonard and Dr. Wi
those stabled in the Fas

-

-:\l a meeting of the -ru,—l<-~
Willamette University, February
madical department w
be loeated In Portiand
the Oregon Medical TCollege
ulty which w Appo od at
met Wednesda r\‘nnl::r: and
fallowing offico AL &

dent; R. B, W II»-n-' vice-pre:
M. Loryea, dean, and R, Glisan,

and to b

fellow, of Camb
ned his income ns
the tax upon it. Foe

H W. L
Muass., has
171 rm;l paid

{s no longer synonymous with poverty.|
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ivila of Deuble Service and Neecdless |

Cost Are Tointed Ounl

PORTLAND, ¥eb, 10—(To the Fdi-
tor)—For many years it has boeen
common custo at various pla
throughout the country, for the publie
to be imposed upon by telephone com-
panies and other public utility corpora-
tions, partially due to the powe
money, and partinlly res
thoughtlesanes 1
part of Influential «it
ofMicialg In permitting the Installation
of o second publie utility syatem, where
one system fis gufficlent to serve
publie,

For Instance, an independent
phone compnany is granted a [ranch
with the understanding that service
will, within & reasonable time, be estab-
lished throughout the city '.u competi-
tion with the Bell telepho ervice,
which would be nothing JL"N 1
complite duplication aof Inves l!nrr t for
the public to pay inferest on in the
form of an increase of charge for serv-
fce, that a falr ineor b real
on each investment a5 4 by Fu
eral and state law.

In many c¢ltles the terme and condi-

anm and public

tions of the franchise are violaled to |
the extent that the independent service |

ia confined to the business district and
thickly populated rvesgidence dis

thereby partlally duplicating the in-
vestment and dividing the reovenus in
praofit-paying districts to suth an

lals
Fm permitting an Increase of charge for
servi throughout the city, In order
that & falr return may be reallzed on
4 ir

» Bell compansy
remote and thinly populated distri

The first graft s chargeable to the
independent ympany for violating the
terms of franchise by ¢ ining Its &
ice to the profit-paying districts, H'r re
by taking o good portion of the profit-
able part of the business only

The second graft ls also chargeable
spendent eompany for

to the Bell company
price, which, In mur
was evidently the ul

!wp. 11 the time application for
chise was made,

The third graft is chargeable Lo the
Bell company, us is justified by the ap-
parent willingness to purchase the in-

depehdent syste nt An exe price,
thereby perm ¥ estab hing the
duplicated inve stment for the public to

pay “double inte r.,at' on for the re-
mainder of time.

Divided telephone service s
phone service, and creates »
coat. ED WARD,

— e ——————
Une of “Making.™

PORTLAND, Febh.. 22.—(To 11 Edl-
tor.}—1 read the communication of
Nellie Buckley in The Oregonian Feb-

ruary 19 on the use of “making™ and |

also The Oregonian’s answer to her
questions. You apparently discournges
the uge of this form In favor of “is
being™ In such sentences as “Four
great motor roads ure and
state that the textbooks pRsE
by the subject In order to avold con-
fusing the student's mind. Gramma-
rians #re the ones confused by “'ia
being” in that it {s a duplication of
the verbh "to bhe™ and In the term *is

being made” (= & to combine a pros-
ent tense, active voiee, with the past
tense, pussive volce, contrary the
rules of grammar To people who use

it, however, It conveys zense, and those .' .

glish understand [l
meaning. Iis first appeared In
writing® In 1705 and It appears 1o be
an unwelcome unewcemer from the
grammarian's standpoint, Verily, a
storm 1s brewing, the grammar Is be-
ing tested, STUDENT.

who know B

Wittingly or unwittingly. the writer
upholds and repeats the point ndvanced
by he Oregonian, but his argument
tin only confuse the young student
who might be passing through the
throes of 'Engligh grammar or coming

within the varilable whims of grum- |

marians and teachers of grammar
Thers s no question of the form being
understood; the cake clted proves its
use s confusing and Its efficlency as
grammar thereby impalred,

Troops' Trip to Fair

VANCOUVER, Wash, Fab. 21.—(To
the Editor))—In regard to the removal
of the troops stationed at Vancouver
Barracks to the Snn Francisco Fair,
must say, 'as a resident of Vancouver,
that the present attitude of the Van-
couver Commercial Club has certainly
been changed. Only & year ago t
stated that they wished that James J.
Hill would bulld railroed shopa on the
present sito used for training Govern-
ment troops Now, why do they protest
to their Congressmen to try to stop
the Twenty- -first Infaniry from gving
to the fal¥? Certsinly it is not because
thoy have any respect for the soldiers,

for they have not
RICHARD ARNOLD.
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W. Smith, ex-Street Commissioner of
New York., He {s now a person of no|

'k 0
publiic
the|
one funct more lhn‘.t

ressen

nssed

oOrgunisz w{ to

CTILITIES I tor.)-

n|

FREE

Edward Ryan
and Perhinps He Pokes Iun.
POR :

Messra

| ENGLANYD'S REDRESS

aJ. T. I, Says Let Brymones He Hygones I

in

denvor

tion,

Epirit
Movemen

And dancye

The dance
The

A

VALE, «
—Will
can ohtr
United

i Imes

Perhaps
the Navy wo
nt Washington.

—_———
Noss of the Function,

Sunday
outward, visihle @
Ju}_mn}’—'i.']m baby, mum,

Twenty-five Years Ago

timate

ACUEPTARLE,

Think PVendulum Wil Swing Back,

Merchant

dnr
"he dance

Business Is Calling

he dance

In the Gard

Vessels in the Navy.




