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GERMANY TAKES 0P
BRITISH GAUNTLET

If Hunger Is to Be Made Ally of
One Nation, Then Retalia-
tion Will Follow.

ARMS TRADE POINTED OUT

‘Britain Held to Be Recciving Sup-
plice of Nature Which Sho Her-
<«elf Has Made Contraband

if Sent o Enemy.

amting

abaervance of the London declaratios
by belligerents apposed 1o Germany.

Friendly Intent Asseried.
(German government's
nota follows:
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State Government that for beth par-
ties it i in & high degrae desirable to
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arise measiires announced by the
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azainst tha occurrencs of incidents
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tione which so far happily exist be-
tween the two governn nla,

1 ith regard to the assuring of thesa
triemdly relmtions the Government be-
that it may ail the more reckon
pnderstunding with the United
the procedure announcead by
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by her vital inter-
nd’'s method of war-
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and which so far Tne protest by
neutrals has succeeded In bringing
back to the gencrally recognized prin-
ciplen jaw as exlisting before the
puthrenk of war
German Posillon Reasnerticd.

to exclude all Joubt re-
cardinul points, the Ger-
more bhegs leave
stand. Until now

wsly chrerved
rul i

re
“Tha
amined the
Tnited States G
gpirit of good
have been

crnir

mi

an

oves
on a full
S{ufes, as
the Gerinan
cxplained in
stant in In
legitimate
hipping of
solely A measu
posgd on Germany
exts, against Engla

na
re

{are, which

Inw

of

order
nt onue

any 3 seTrup
international i
3 At the very beginning
Germany immediateiy
sal of the American
Guvernment 1o rat shie new declara-
tion of London, andg took over IS
eontenis unaltered and without foermal
obligation into her prize law.
German government has obeyed
these rules, even when they were dia-
metrically opposed to her military In-
terasis. Vor instance, Germany nllowed
tha transpartation of provislons to
¥ngland from Denmark until today.
though ghe was well able, by her sea
{orces, to prevent it In contradis=-
tinction to thia attitude, England han
nol even hesitated at & second infringo-
ment of International law, if by auch
means she could paralyze tho peace-
ful commerce of Germany with neu-
trals. The German government will
be the isss obliged to enler intoe de-
tails, as these are put down sufficient-
iy, though not exhaustively, in the
A merican note to the British govern-
ment dated December »8, as a resull
of five months' experiefe.
~all these encroachments have beaen
made, as haa been admitted, in order
to ecut off all supplie from Germany
and thereby siarve l\!r peaceful eivil
population—a procedure contrary to all
bumanitarian principles. Neutrals have
been unable Lo prevent the interrupt-
jon of their commerea with 4Germany,
which is contrary to international laws

Germany's Supplies Cut o,

“The American Government, =S Ger-
many readily acknowledges, has pre-
tosted agninst the Britiah procedure.
1n #plte of these protests and protesia
from other neutral statesa, Great Hrit-
ain could not be induced to depart from
the course of action she had decided
upon. Thus, for instance, the American
Bhip Wilthelmina recently was stopped
by the Hritlsh, although her cargo was
destined solely for the German civil
population and, according to the ex-
press declaration of the erman gov-
ernment, was to be employed only for
this purpose,

“Germany ls as good ax cut off from her
overseas supply by the silent or pro-
testing toleration of neuteals, not only
in regard to suach goods As Are abpo-
luts contraband, but also in regard to
sueh as, according to acknowledged
law before the War, are only condi-
tional contraband or not contraband al
pll. Great Britain, on the other hand,
s, with the toleration of necutral gov-
ernments, not only supplied with such
go0ds as are not contraband or only
conditional contraband, but with goods
which are regarded by Great Britain, it
sant to Germany. AS absolute contra-
band: namely, provisions industrial
raw materials, etc, and even with goods
which have always indubitably been re-
garded as absolute contraband.

Trafe In Munitions Pointed Out.

wThae German goverrment feels 1t-
self obliged to puint out with the grest-
est emphasis that & traffic in armas,
estimuted at many hundreds of millions
is being carried on between American
firms and Germany’'s enemiea

~Germany fully comprehends that the
practice of right and the toleration of
wrong on the part of neulrals are mat-
tars abaolutely at the discretion of neu-
trals and involve 1o formal violation of
neutrality.

“LGermany,

agrend to the pro

~The

therefore, did not com-
plain of any formal violation of neu-
1rality, but the German government,
in view of complete evidence before it,
cannot help pointing out that it, to=
gether with the entire. public opinlon
of Germany, feels itself to be severely
prejudiced by Lhe fact that neutrals, in
safeguarding thelr rights in legitimate
commerce with Germany, according to
snternational law, have up to ths pres-

\{ achieved no, or only Insig-

ificant, results, where they are mak-
ing unlimited use of their right by car-
rving on contraband traffic with Great
Fritain and our other coamias,

“If it is a formal right of neutrals
to lake no steps to protect their legiti-
mate trade with Germany and even Lo
aliow themselves 10 be influenced in
the direction of the conscious and wil-
ful restriction of their trade, mn the
other hand they have the perfect right,
which the¥ unfortunately do not exer-
cise, 1o ceAse contraband trade,
cexpecially In arms, wish Germany’s ene-
miles,

“Murderous Methods™ Anneunced.

~In view of this situation, Germany,
atier six months of patient waiting.
seas herself obliged to answer Great
Tiritain's murderous method of naval
~warfare with sharp counter measures.
if tGireat Britain, in her fight against
Germany, summons hunger a3 an ally.
for the purpose of imposing upon #
civilized people of 70,000,000 the cholce
belween destitution and starvation or
submission to Great Britaln's commer-
cial will, then Germany todey 1s doter-
mined to take up the gauntlet and ap-
peal to gimilar allies.

“Germany trusts that the rputrals,
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ESSENTIAL FEATURES OF GERMANY'S. REPLY TO AMERI-

zovernment declares its proposed measures ure in mo
legitimate shipping of neutrals, but represent &

now Germany

military

1t It is & formal right of neutrals to take no steps to protect their

in her fight against Germany,

mined to take up the ganuntiet and

noutrals will acqulesce In thesS0 Measures, as thay
inflicted wpon them by
resolved,
in the naval war Zone, to do evervihing which i= at all
compatible with the attalnment of this abject

Lo deliberate with the United Stules con=
which might secursa
the War Zone.
efforts in
difficulit by two circumstances—first the misuse of neutral
merchant wessels,
the contraband trade already mentioned, espe-
on neutral vessels
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2t the United States has made vep-
of their Tlas,
this precedure will force Great
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whao so far havae submitted to the dis-
gdvaniageous conseguencces of Great
Britain's hunger war in ailence, ar
mostly in regiatering protest, will
display towards Germany no smaller
measure of toleration, even (f German
measures, like those of Great Britain,
present new Lerrars of naval warfare.
“Maoreaver, the German government
resolyved to suppress with all the
its digposal the importation
10 Great Hritnin and
granted

1]
means al
of war material
her allies, and she takes it for
that neutral governments, which so far
have taken no stéps against the traffic
in arms with Germany's cnamies, will
not oppose forcible suppression by Ger-
many of thia trade.

“Acting from this point of view, the
German Admirsity prociaimed & naval
war aone, whoase limits 1t exmctly de-
fined. Germany, 80 far as possible, will
sesk to close this war zone with mincs
and also will endeavor to destroy hos-
tile merchant vessels In cvery other
waY.

Al Trade In Fonec Threatened.

“While the German government, in
taking action buased upon this over-
powering point of wview, keeps Itself
far removed from =il intentional de-
struction of neutral lives and property,
on the other hand it does not fail
recognize that from the action to be
taken against Great Britain, dangers
arise which threaten all trade within
the war zone, without distinction. This
js n natural resuit of mine warfare,
which, €ven under the strictest obsery-
of the limits of International law,
endangers every ship approaching the
mine prea. The German government
considers {1sclf entitled to hope that all
neutrala will acquiesce In thess meas-
ures, ns they have done in the case Of
the grievous damages inflicted wupon
them by British measures, all the more
go as Germany is resolved, for the pro-
tection of neutral shipping, even in the
naval war sone, to do everything which
ig at =il cempatiblc with the attaln-
ment of this ohjecl
~in wview of -the fact
gave the firat pE
fixing & time Jmit le=s than 14
days before the execution of sald meas-
so that neutral shipping might
an opportunity of making ar-
rangements to avoid threatening dan-
ger, this can most suraly be achieved
by remaining away from the naval wWar
aone. Neutral vessels which, despite
this smple notlee, W hich graatly affects
the achievement of our aims in our war
against Great Britain, enter these
cloked waters will themselves beur the
responsibility for any unfortunate ac-
cldenta that MAy occur, Germany dis-
clnims all responsibility for such accl-
dents and thelr consequences.

Misose of Flag Mentioned,

“Germany has further expressly an-
the destruction of all enemy

vessels found within the
but not the destruc-

merchant vessels, as
the Inited States scamas erro-
neously to have wunderstood. This re-
striction which Germany Imposas apon
itself is prejudicial to the alm of our
warfare, especizlly as in the appli-
cation of the conception of contraband
practiced by Great Britain towarda
Germany—which conception will now
also be similarly interpreted by Ger-
many-—the presumption will be that
neutral ships have contraband aboard.
Germany naturally 1s unwilling to re-
nounce its rights to ascertain the pres-
once of contraband in neutral vessels
and in certaln cases to draw conclu-
sions therefrom.

“Germany s ready, finally, to de-
liberate with the Uniled States con-
cerning any measure which might se-
cure the safely of legitimate shipping
of neutrals in the war zone. Germany
cannot, however, forbear to point out
that all ita efforts in this direction may
be rendered very difficult by two cir-
cumstances—first the misu=ze of neutral
flags by British merchant vessels,
which is indubltably known to the
United States; second, the contraband
trade already mentioned, especlally in
war materials, on neutral vessels.

submarines Exposed teo Danger,

“Regarding the latter polnt, Germany
would fain hope that the United States
nfter further consideration will

BnCe

that Germany
wer good will in

ures,
have

nouncsd
marchant
war sonc,
tion of all

spirit of real neutrality regarding tha
first point. The =ecrst order of the
British Admlralty, recommending to
British merchant ships tne use of neu-
tral flugs, has been communicated by
Germany (o the United States and
confirmed by communication with the
British Foreign Office, which des-
jgnates thia procedure as eontirely
unabjectiopable and in
with Britislh  law, British mer-
chant shipping immedintely fol-
towed this gdvice, as doubtless is known

incidents of the Lusitania and Lasrtea

“Moreover, the BEritizgh government
has supplied arms to British merchant
ships and Instrovted
resist German submarines.
clreumstances it would be very difi-
cult for submarines to
neutral merchant ships,

in most cases capnot be

toi

come
to o eonclusion corresponding to the

accordance

teo the American Government from the

them forcibly to
In these

recognize
for search
under-

taken, seeing that in case of a disguised
British ship from which an attack may
be expocted the gearching party and
| the submarine would be exposed to de-
struction.
“Great Britain then wae in & position
to maka the German measures Musory
if the British merchant fleet persiated
in the misuse of neutral Tl gs and neu-
trnl ships could not otherwise be rec-
ognized beyond doubt. Germany, how-
ever, being in a stalp of necessily,
where she was placed by violution of
|inw, must render effective her meas-
lures ipm all clrécumstances, in order
thereby to compel her adversary Lo
| adopt methods of warfars cor gpond-
ing- with international law aifd so to
restore the freedom of the seas of which
Germany at all times is the defender
and for which she today i= fighting.
Warship Convoy Sugpgested.
“GGermany therefore refolices that
the United States has made represen-
tations to Great Britain concerning the
{llegal use of their flag. and expressen
tha expectation that this procedurs will
force Great Hritain to respect the
American flag In the future.
“in this expeciation, commandars of
Germitn submarines have been instruct-
ed. as glready mentioned In the nots of
["ebruary 4, to refranin from violent ac-
tion azainst American merchant ves-
sels, so far as these can be recognimed.
“In order to prevent In the surest
manner the consequences of confusion
—though naturally not so far as mines
are concerned—Germany recommends
that the United Stutes make their ships
which are conveying peaceful cargoes
through the Brilish war zone discerni-
ble by means of convoys.
vGermuany belleves it may act on the
supposition that only such ships would
pe convoyed A= carried goods nol re-
garded as contraband. according to the
British interpretation made in the case
of Germany.
“How this method of convoy can be
carried out ix a question concerning
which Germany Is ready (o opcn nego-
tiations with the United States as soon
as possible.

Aveold War Zone, In Advice.
SGerinan vy would ba partiqularly
grateful, however, if the United States
would urgently recommend to its.mer-
chant vessels to aveid the British
naval war zone, In any case, until the
settiement of the flag question. Ger-
many ia lnclined to the confident hope
that the United States will be able to
appreciate in its entire signiticance the
leavy battle which Germany Is waging
for existence, and that from the fore-
going explanations and promises It will
acquire full understanding of the mo-
tives and the aims of the measures an-
nounced by Germany.

“Germany Trepeats

only
national self-defense,
having been deferred out of conzlder-
ntion for neutrals.

welght whioh It is justified in throw-
ing and able to throw Into the scales of
the fate of peaples, should suycceed at
the Ilast moment in removing
grounds which mnke that provedure an
ohligatory duty for Germany,

should find a way to make the Deciara-
tion of London respected—on behalf
also of those powers which are fizhting
on Germany's side—and theraby make
possible for Germany legltimate Impor-
tation on the necessaries of life and In.
dustrial raw material, then the German
government could not too highly ap-

interests of humane methods of war-

fare, and would ziladly draw conclu-
sions from the new situation.”

FRENCH RESTORE TRAINS

Damage to Rallroads by
Marne Is Repaired.

PARIS, TFeb. 2.—(Correspondence

the lines of

has now been sufflclently

vin Toul, Bar-le-Due, Chalons

Epernuy.
in

munication with Base]

hours.

Paris-Saint Germaln, Paris-Polsey
Paris-Nantes via Possy or Argenteuil.

—_—————
Polygamy Suppression Demanded.
INDIANAPOLIS, Feb.

enact laws to prevent
adopted by the
here today.
will be sent to Indlana's
Roprosentatives In Congress.

that it has now'
resolved upon the projected mepsures
under the strongest necessity of
such measures

vif the United States, in view of the

tha

3 wnd If
the American Government in particular

preciate such a service, rendared in Lthe

Battle of

of
the Associated Press)—The damage to
the Eastern rallroad be-
fore and during the battle of the Marne
repaired to
enable ithe company to resume the ex-
presa service between Nancy and Paris,
and
The Belfort express has also

been restored, permitting direct com-
about nine

The service on the Western States
rallroad Is much improved, many new
syburban trains now ronning between

18. —Asserting
that polygamy still exists in some parts
of the United States, a joint resolution
memorialising the National Congress to
polygamy WwWis
Indlann Legislaturs
Copies of the resolution| *
Senators and

GERMANY READY 10
G0 0 FULL LINIT

Berlin Comment on Reply to
American Note Indicates
Firm Purpose.

CONVOYS ARE INSISTED ON

Bitterness Toward United States De-
clared to Be Growing as Result
of Shipment of Munitions

to Allics.

HERLIN, Feb. 18, via London—Count
von Reventlow, the GGerman navai
eritle, comments in today’s izsue of the
Tages Zeltung on the answer of the
(Gorman government to the American
note on the subject of the anarine war
sone around Great Britain,

The writer declares that the tone of
the German noto shows that Germany
is prepared to go to the utmost limits
compatible with the situation. No fauit
cnn be found with the declaration in
the German answer, Count von Revent-
low declares, that the German govern-
ment, like the American, desires to pre-
vent ocourrences which could disturb
existing friendly relations.

War Sapplies Caose Bitterness,

“Omnae read only wih pleasure
thoxe paris of the Lerman Answaor
which refer to American supplica to
England and France” the wriler says.
“We add te thie that these shipments
of weapons to our enemies have fitled
public opinion in Germany with deep
Iindignetion snd bitterness azainst the
United States. Statistics of the amount
of these shipments show that the Gar-
mans are not now justified in speak-
ing ‘of friendly relations

(Count von Reventlow then refers to
thea K(-\'ornrnﬁnl‘s assumption that neu-
trals do not intend to offer opposition
to the forcible suppression of the
weapon trade with Germany’s enemies,
and he =ays that oven if the German
government finds itself disappointed in
this self-evident assumption, it will
carry itz firm decision through to the
end.

Warships Essential te Recognitfion.

“gubmarine commanders,” the writer
goes on to say, "have been instructed
to avold damaging American =hips
recognizxable as such, but it must be
pointed out that American ships will
be recognizable as such only when they
are accompanied by American warships.
|Tn assume that American fings minke
| ahips recognizable and assure thair
| safety would be a gress misconception
of the mote.”

The National Zeitung says it believes
the United States will understand this
is & life strugegle for Germany and that
the friendly, though firm, tone of the
German answer will make a good Im-
pression, the more so because Germany
at the same time gives the Unitad
States the friendly advice to have war-
ships accompany lts vessels

The Tagcblatt called Garman's an-
swer “in its form, In ita friendly tone,
and in its calm firmness, an excellent
document.”™ It says It removes evory
excure for misunderstanding of the
German declaration of Fabruary 4 ns
being directed against legitimate com-
merce.

Demands of Courtesy Exceeded.

President Wilson, Lhis paper =&ys,
cannot expect that weapon shipments
of Americans to the enemies of Ger-
many will be allowad to pass nor can
he demuand that American ships be pro.
téctad from the consequences of Great
Hritain's miguse of the American flag.
The answer exceeds the demands of
courtesy by pointing out to America |
way of insuring the safety of her ships,
numely, by a convoy of warships.

“We can only hope thut the United
States” the Tageblatt continues, "may
'ulldcr:‘lum\l the spirit breathed by the

CAnD

German note, which goes beyand the
| Himits set by mere courtesv.”

i Me Post says the German govern-
ment does not recede one halr's breadth
from the measures announced for Feb-
ruary 18, Neutrals, especially the
tnited States, ure again warned® to
Keep their ghips away from the WwWar
zone, “Ameriesn’'s blufl assumption that
we could assume responsibility for the
endangering or <destruction of Ameri-
can ships,” Die Post says, "is flutly re-
jected. The wnawer will not fall of Its
purpose if it convinces the Washing-
ton GovernMent that nefther the Ger-
muan people nor its leaders will mive
way in weakly compliance or foear, as
plainly is hoped in Washington.”

Issue Put Up to Neutrals

The Tageliche Bundschau says that
neutrals must elthsr compel Great
Britain to fight fairly or cige keep their
ships out of the war zoneo.

The C(ologne Gazette declares the
jermun standpoint cannot be presented
more carnestly than it s in this note,
und at the same time in 3 more con.
clliatory manner. It meets Amarica’s
wishes ns far as possible, especially
with the advice to have warshlps con-
voy merchant vassels

The other side of the note, however,
leaves no doubt of Germany's unalter-
ahle resolve to relalinte against the
“hurbarism of Engiand,” now that the
neutrals have shown Lhemselves un-
willing or unahble to muake Great Brit-
ain respect internationnl law. “After
this note,” the Cologne Gazette =says, In
conclusion, “whoever misunderstands
the purpose and the manner of the Ger-
man course is no longer neutral in
our eyves"

The Vouslsche Zeitung says the note
does not make use of tho excited tone
indalged in by America when a single
shiplond of weapons was delivered in
Mexico by Germany, The communica-
tlan leaves no doubt that Germany will
follow the courso Inld down February i

ITALY AVERTS DISORDERS

Troops Prevent War and Anti-War

Factions Meeting Near Parligment,

NOME, Feb. 18.—FParliament reopened
todns. There is no Indication of any
Immediaty debate of importance con-
cerning the International aituation.

Mambers of various parties which
favor Italy's participation in tho WAr
had declded to mareh from Lheir club-
houses to the Chamber of Deputies and
make a demonstration In an endegvor
to Iinfluence the Deputies to take their
view of the situatlon. As & counter
move the parties fdvorable to ftaly's
maintaining neutrality purposed to
range themselves before the Chambér
of Deputles, in order to prevent the
workk of Parliament belng interfered
with,

The gevernment, howaevel, poated
+| troops, with orders to allow no crowds
to gather, and therefore thare Was no
dizorder.

RUSSIA FEEDING GERMANY

Finns and Swedes Make Purchases

in Petrograd for Encmy.

PETROGRAD,
The Minisiry of Commerce and IyMus.

+in London, IFeb, 19—

try is under the bellef that quantities
of foodstuffs are reaching Germany
from Russia through Finland and
Sweden. Thae attention of the officlals
haz been called to unusual shipments
which have been made for some time
and which have resuited in Finland
being flooded with frozen menta, flour
zrain, butter snd eggs. Hundreds of
trucks, it is said, daily haul this product
to the Finnish railway station In
Pelrograd, taking roundabout routes in
order to detract attention.

An inguiry has revealed that Swedish
commission merchants, who buy from
the Finns In most cases, represent
houses in Hamburg. The extraordinary
demand for the Russian rouble in coin
or in bills fn Sweden and Denmark
and the high prices offersd for produce
resulted In an Inquiry by the Ministry,
which now is sngaged in seeking a
method to determine what portion of
the shipments constitute leglitimate
trade for the Scandinavian countries
and to prevent supplies reaching the
Germans, b,

FOUR SUNK BY AUXILIARY

CREWS OF GERMAN SHIMS VICTIMS
ARE PUT ASHORE.

Two Hritisk Sicamships and Two Sall-
ing Vespeln Destroyed Off Brazil
Recently by Kron Prinz Wilhelm!

BUENOS AYRES, Argentina, Feb. 15
—The Gorman steamship Holger, which
has arrived here, brings mpews that
durihg January and February the Ger-
man auxillnry crulger Kron Frinz
Wilhelm, operating on the northern
coast of Brazll, sank the Britizh steam-
ships Hemlsphere and Potare, the sail-
Ing ship Sumatra and the sailing ship
Wilfred, The crews of these vessels
nre on the Holger,

On the Helger there are also 51 pas-
sencers of the Bpitish steamship High-
Innd Brac. a vess# of 7634 tons belong-
ing to the Nelsom Stoam Navigation
Company of London, which salled from
London Junary 3 for, Bugnos Ayres
and which was sunk In the Atlantic by
« German warship, In addition there
are 90 momirs of the crew of the
Hizhiand Brag on board

The crows of the othei ve spel
as having been sent (o the botiom ap-
parentiy also were saved, for tha Hol
ger has on board 27 men from the
Hemi=phere, 47 from the Potare, 22
from the Sumatra and seven [rom
Wilfred.

the

auxiliary crulser Kron
has been operdting
Britlsh merchantmen on the
routes to South American ports since
the first month of the war. The Kron
Prinz Wilhelin was formerly a Norih
German Lloyd lner, The vessel left
New York August §, ostensibly bound
for Bremen and sinos her whereaboutn
has beean A mysiery. On ono oceasion
howaver, she W&s reported to have
peen sighted by British erulaers while
transferring a cargo af conl to the
German crulger’ Kurlgruba off the Ba-
humas., Both Gorman vesscls succeeded
In eluding the Britigh warships

The
Prinz
against

German
Withelm

Swiss Elders Organize for War.
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PUSLAM QUICK
10 SIOP THAT
AWFUL 1TCH

If you feel as though you would give

anything Just to ralieve itching dis-
tress, remember that Foslam actually
stops itching us soon as applied, and,
what iz more, quickly heals and re-
stores the skin to health. Brings Just
the soothing, antiieptic, healing influ-
enve needed. Coutrole and eradicates
Ecozema in all its forms. Readily re-
moves Pimples, Complexion Blemishes,
Rashes and all purfaca affections

Your druggist sells Posinm. For free
sample wrlte to Emergency Labora-
tories, 33 Weat 25th Street, New York.

Poslam Soap, medicated with Poslam,
for toilet and bath. conts and 15
cents,
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