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FMORCELAINS,
art collections

THE MORBGAN
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y piblic museuma  Even the
hey » not entirely secure, fince an
nvading army may send them flying
other guarter of the earth
them utterly. TUltimately
they will be destiroyed like the great
library at Alexandrin and the ship-
toads of statuary and gems which the
Romans undertook to transport from
to Italy. No doubt by the
Day of Judgmeoent dawns most
syres that we now value

repose on the bottom
nf the =2¢a Some critics think
{« the best place for them. Such
jeonoclasts gaurd collections of dead
art a= a distinct hindrance (o the
creative genius of the present day.
wWithout pretending to pass judgment
on a point =o delicate wWe may wit-
ness the dispersal of the J. P. Mor-
gan collection in New York In a2 mood
~f resignation, Some other million-
sire will, In due time, gather most
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famous a sxpensive collection
porcelain, But it matters little what
the purchaser’'s name may be. He
to appesr in the fulln
Collacting js a passlon
i never & out of the human breast.
[ a man bhas mot money enough to
| amass precious porcelains he i= fain
to  content i with postage
lsmm;ﬁ or mushrooms. Anything will
tdo. The pu wn is idenfieal in all
jts forms. Mr, Morgan won bright
glory by vielding to his bent for Vases,
while the modest philatelist ls more
than likelv to be ridiculed. But at
bottom their pursuits are closely akin.
reprezentative cellection in
artinent of art is valuable for
educational parposes, But immensc
muscums full minister principally to
vanity.
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| ABSTINENCE AND PROHIBITION.
‘The Oregonlun would probably not
be willing to admit that nobody needs
beverage,' remarks
the McMinnvidie
Yet The Oregon-

any ligquor a8s =
our all-dry friend,
Telephone-RRegister
jan will make unqualifiedly the state-
ment that no one needs liguor #8 a
| beverage. It has sald so many limes.

But it i= a lamentable fact that
many people fecl that they must have
liguor and many others will have it
whether they need it or not There
i still others who think that their
“per. al Ilberty™ i= ruthlessly In-
yvaded by prohibition and they deny
vehemantly the right of the state o
| interfere with their personsl habifk
Taken together, all these make a some-
what formidable group. They do not
support prohibition but they, or most
of thens, will resist enforcement of 8
stringent prohibition Iaw.

The duty of the Legislature Is
pass an enforcible law. There
ready a wide differcnce of opinfon a»
to the House bill; yet it would appear
that under the clectric atmosphere of
a radical prohibition sentiment, sivly
stimulated by the “wet'” forces, the
Senata will probably follow iIn the
foolsteps the House.” There &are
severial most obnoxious features in the
they will, In the opinion
of The Oregonian, prove atumbling
blocks in the way of Ita proper en-
forcement. That is what the anti-
prohibitionists want. It seems= also to
be what the prohibitloenlsis now are
determined to have.

The maost effective prohibition, un-
|der any luw, is individual abstinence.
| There is nothing under any law, happl-
|1y, to prevent any one praclicing ft=

virtues,
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PDEATH OF COLONEL JOHX M'CRAKEN.

in the death of Colonel McCraken
Portland loses one of its oldest and
hest citlzens, He had come here in
| ploneer days and had helped the city

grow from & frontier town 1o &

~ndid, modern cit] He Joined ac-

cly In every work for its upbuild-
ing, both in & material moral and
intellectunl sense. He served the Na-
tion as United States Marshal, the
state as Legislntor and Quartermaster-
He was one of the founders
wWas o

Genoral.
of the Portland Public Library
| elo student of Shakespreare
| promoter of the dramatic art, rose
| the highest rank In Mesonry and was
la pillar of the Episcopal Churm

| In his more than eighty-eight years
| of Colonel McCraken won respect
| and ffection by his sterling char-
|acter, b ] sympathies and publle
| spirit. n his last {iliness he had the
sutisfaction of being able to look back
'i‘u a life which had made the world
better through its having been Hyved.
lof such men are great citles and
| great states composed.

to

FOKTIFYING THE SPOILS SYSTEM.

Socretary Bryan professes o desire
to increase the efficlency of the diple-
matic and consular service, but he also
a desire to increase 1§
' ‘This a very eclastic
what the Secretary meant
revealed in the House
bill to improve the foreign

CXPresses
“alasticity.
word, but
hy it was
bate
service,

This jassifles the offices
secretary embassy of legation
and all consular offices and provides
that appointments shail be made to
those offices in general, power being
vested in the Presldent o make trans-
fers, but the Senate inserted 8 pro-
viso that no officer s to be trans-
torred to & higher class except on
nomination by the Preaident and con-
firmation by the Senate.

As introduced in the Senate, the bil
not only omitted this provision, but
contained other provisions for exami-
nation as a condition of appointment
and for the keeping of efficiency rec-
ords as a guide to promotion from one
class to another, which would have
sstablished by law the merit system,
now oxlsting only by executive order.
The Senate not only left the merit
| system at the mercy of the President,
| but insisted on preserving & taint of
i the spolla svstem by making promo-
:hl-ll or demot subject to confirma-
| tion On the plea that haste was
necessary, the House committee in-
sisted on passsige of the bill am amend-
ed by the Sennte. Thus the desired
| amount of eclasticity will exist, for the
President and his Secretary of State
ecan appoint avithout examination and
can, with the consent of the Senats,
promote without regard to efficiency.

Represertative Moore suggested that
the kind of elasticity desired hiad been
indicated by Mr, +an's notorions
letter to Mr. Viek. Representative
Flood replied with a frank indorse-
letter, in
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The “red-blooded party man,"” Rep-
dissented from that

|

| resentative Mann,
| opinion, saying:

| Democrais
Wk & Case
another

e of gelting
epublicanz. It
iha people O
furnish ward worliers
Democratie party In this country.
I 4 ase of tryving to make the npoot
poophe of Sant Dominge pay.the axpenses—
will pot say of the Democratic party, bhut
of the political heglers of the EBecrstary of

State

House Demoirals fell back
upon the ples that, if the améndments
ed in the interest of the merit
mysiem Were adopted, the Senate would
abject In conference and the bill
would fail. So these ohstacies to ¢las-
ticity were remos the execu-
tive orders, upon which alone the
merit system how Trests, miay be re-
voked at any time when President
wilzon f{inds them to be obslacles
his giving Jjobs to “deserving Demo-
crats.”
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pDr. D. S. Jordan has revised his
opinion of the French. They must
be greatly comforted to learn that he
no longer thinks them- “‘decadent.™
France hes certainly shown an as-

)

| eloud over the nation has liffed.
a .ﬂingle|,um:-uld not be surprised to =ce

of |

tonishing renewsl! of vigor in the war.
The despondency which hung like 8
We
the
birth rate

new feeling affect the

favorably.
——————————
SWHAT HARM CAN AMERICA IHO®™
Although Germany may CArry out

- orfh‘“’ threat to blow up Amerlcan ships
that |attempting to navigate British waters,

there is no probabllity that the event
will lead to more than a diplomatic
controversy growing out of an Ameri-
can demand for reparation. But our
demand would have the more weight
if Germany knew the United States
had the force wherewith to back it
She knows we have not that force, for
the Berlin Montag Zeitung., comment-
ing on our protest agalust the German
proclamation, asks: *“‘What harm can
America do Germany ?" and continues:

She has no id her flset would not
dara (0 approa near our shioes than does
ihe English. Tle sxpdision of Germans from

ould snean her ruln, and Amer ¥
tk ts are almply ridiculous and it
tha ridlculouy Tor us to take
Sarnest,

Thiz sneer is the more stinging be-
cause it is true. Our Secretdry of War
savs that we could only put a mobile
army of 25,000 men in the field. That
is 1000 less men than Germany cap-
tured in one victory over the Russians
in East Prussia.
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While the world i lame with war,
while the hostilities touch our mmter-
at many points, and when the
greatest nations show that their re-
spect for other nations is proportional
to the armed might of those other na-
tiong, Congrees dribbles away money
on non-etsentlals &and frittera awny
time on triflies. Take one issue of the
Congressional Hevcord as an example,
The House consldered the sale of an
old PostofTice at Jersey City, a bridge
geross the St Louls River, false ad-
vertising in the D rict of Columbia,
claims of the United Siates against
the State Tennessee, public build-
ings at Grand Junction, Colo, St
Petersburg, Fla, and Honolulu, Las-
sen Natlonal Park, transfer of Alca-
traz Island to the Depzrtment of La-
bor, regulailon of traffic during
parades in the District of Columbis,
improvement the forelgn service,
nse of Nationul forests for recreation,
sreation of Rocky Mountain National
Park and stockriaising homest ix.
As Nero fiddled while Rome burned,

Congress trifles while the world fis
aflame and cxposes the United States
to snch well-deserved Jibes as that of
the German paper guoted.
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th ) f beef the
alow moving of the Tederal De-
partment of Agriculture have finally
reached the conclusion that The Ure-
gonian announced a long time ago, In
a new bulletin soon to appear the I
partment experts will say that cheap
beef{ will never be seen aguln the
ITnited States and e famillar old ex-
planations of high prices will be
abandoned for something nearer the
truth. The high cost of bee( is not 2o
much the work of the beef trust as of
1ic conditions which are inevi-
population grows denser. A
crowded population means o iand
with intensive agriculture. Farming
in the Unlted States {= not yet very
intenslve compared with that of Hol-
land #F China but still it I8 not nearly
superficial and wasteful as it was
twenty-flve vears ago. The more
fatthfully the Jand tiled the less
room there found upon it for cut-
tle, The space that suffices to ralse
nourishment for a ateer will equally
well provide food for & human being
and the lower animal will be crowded
out of existence,

(f course it may said that the
steer himself can be eaten after he has
devoured land products for four or
five vears but that is no answer.
The food that the steer affords aftler
he has been slcughtered has been
manufactured at a ruinously heavy
cost, He eats as muoch each year as &
man does and when he s finally
slaughtered hils flesh not particu-
Jarly nutritious. It is tasty, we admit,
but graham bread contiains more nu-
triment pound for pound. So do white
beans. Even the humble and odgrous
cabbage compares [falrly well with
prime steaks as [ar as nutriment 1=
concerned. Evidently therefore beef
can only be produced as a luxury in
the future and it will be eaten
mainly by those who c¢are more for
their palates than they do for tha
tamily budget, Fortunately the world
abounds with foods which are better
for us than beer and which, artfully
cooked, taste tolerably well
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WHERE THE NAVY'S MONEY GOES.

When more money is asked for the
purpose of increasing the effective
strength of the Navy, the ery = al-
wavs raised that money spent on a
ament &8 wasted, Congress, however,
does not grudge money spent nom-
{nally for the Navy, even though it
contributes nothing to the effective-
ness “of that arm of defense and is
therefore absolutely wasted.

Fx-Secretary Moyer explains how
these things are done, in writing for
the North American Review, No ap-
propriation could formerly pass the
Senate without the consent of both o
Northérn and a Southern Senator, the
Southerner, Mr, Tillman, being still at
the * helm. They were primarily
responsible for a large ghare of the
waste, but a deceased Louisiana Rep-
resentative and Senator Perkins did
thelr share of the spending. The re-
ault I» a collactlon of useless Navy
vards, the cost of which would have
gone far, Iif spent on battleships, to
maintain the rank as a naval power
which we have lost

The Frenchmuan's Bay coaling sta-
tion in Maine, now dismantled and
practically unused, cost $624,650. On
the Portsmouth Navy Yard in New
ilampshire there has been expended
$10,857,608 In fifteen years though it
was discovered after u dock had been
built at &« cost of $1,122,800, that
£745.300 more must be spent on hlast-
ing out = channel As Boston Navy
vard was only seventy miles distant,
this expenditure wis unnec ary,

nder “reciprocity treats™ with the
New England Senator, Mr. Tillman
procured the expenditure of $2,275,000
an the naval station at Port Royal,
«hich has been nbandoned, and a
naval station has been built t
Charleston at a vost of over $5,000,-
000, A dry dock, built at that clty
at & cost of $1,250,000, was intended
for battleships, but i= rit only for
gunbosits and destroyers,

4 Navy Yard was established at

i more |

New Orieans, 100 miles up the
Mississippi River, and “with a float-
ing dock of no service to dread- |
noughts,” through the influence of &
Loulsiana member of the House naval
committee, who is now dead. That
cost over $2,000,000. The Pchsa-
cola Yard had cost $12,200,000 up 1o
1910, but there is little shipbuilding
or repair work to show for it Sen-
ator Perkins, being on the naval
commitiee, has continued the good
work a¥ Mare Island, which has cost
£35,000,000 since 1850, but which has
not produced wiater deep enough for a
capital ship. All these items make
the respectable total of $88.702,533,
enough money to have built five
dreadnoughts, We cannot afford to
bulld ships which our Naval officers
pronounce necessary tb our defense,
but we can afford to fling away mil-
llons on useless Navy Yards and dry
docks.

Mr.
Navy,
stations
Royal,

Mever, as Secretary of ihe
practically closed soven Naval
including those at FPort
Penmacols and New Orleans,
but his successor, Mr, Daniels, has
reopened the Pensacola and New
Orleans stations, no doubt out of ten-
der regard for the feelings of Florida
and Louisiana Congressmen, whose
constituents nesd money.

Vvomun is a creature of complex
trajte. She puts her money in her
hose and pins her jewels to her
nether garment and they are off her
mind untll she misses them and the
minions of municipality are called to
{the rescue. WHh man it Ia different.
if he tied his wealth to his pajamas
and lost §t he would consider the
joke so ghastly he would fear to let
know he was careless,
—
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Something
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Mr, Herrick, the author,
ful for the war, since
something to talk abont.”
to wrangle over, he should
Most people’s opinfons about the war
are so warmly held that th are
ready to quarrel for th Conversa~-
tion 1§ hardiy agreeable on a
theme. Like politics and religlon it is
dropped discreet interlocutors

it

such
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A contemporary has made the sur-
prising discovery that sgood times al-
ways follow bad.” We ghall be told
next that good times alwayvs precede
bad and that a valley between
two hills. The sudden announcement
of these great truths tends to unsettle
wealk minds. It were better to dis-
close them gradually after a course
mental preparation.
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Onea reason why judges dispose of
&0 few casss promptly Ig their fear of
being “roversed on appeal,” Since
reversals are, like lottery drawings,
a pure matter of chance they should
not be such a terrible bughear, Judges
ought to learn Lo face incalculable
contingencles with more fortitude
than L(hey usually show.

The Woman's Home Campanion for

tells how & woman “Ccan con-
to please her husband.”” Bhe
must be neat, cheerful, attentive and
a0 We doubt the April number
will tell how husbands o continue to
plense theltr wives, The secret would
yvaluable If it were disclosed, for
seem to know it
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sava an official bulletin,
official press bureaus Weary
thelr constant repetitions,
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With our powder conceru in Lhis
country spending millions to enlarge
its plant, the prospect of pedce i9
dlm. The men who make and sell
powder know their business,
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Divine Sarah, It develops. has
lald up some time with an in-
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Chilna j= standing firm
Japanese demands. Much the
e if the toad should show a

front to the garter =nake.

The observer of events in JMexico
must now be fully allve to the coward-
Iy weakness of our past course in that

distressed country.

long way to Canada from

but the chief ports are be-
mined if a raid could be a
occurrence.

as

ing
COmMmorn

Tiber and the
branches of the kingdom are
the Itallan mind off war-like
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doling.

Two weeks
his debut

what he
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Albanians are marching into Berbia.
Whence they will turn around and
march right out again.

gotten o few

The BRalkans having
now spolling

square meals ahead
for another fight.

About Satarday somehody will move
to adjourn sine die and unttach the
emergency clause.

S——

Very much more of our daliying
with Mexico will not be permitted by
a patient world,

Germany is giving Italy two weeks
in which to decide whether to fish or

cut bait.

The Kalser will sefze all oata in his
country. Wait till he gets to feel-
Ilng "em.

von Hindenburg's latest Is 10 cap-
ture 40,000 Mouliks. Woof! Woof!

Siowly but surely our foreign policy
is drawing us towards the aby

-

Greece has harkened and her Min-
ister has left Constantinople.
—

cannda is in fit shape to be stared
by even the Aurora Borealis.

This week the fur is certain to fiy
in Salem.

Remember the Malne, Mr.
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