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SOUTH AMERICA, EUROPE, ANTIPODES, ORIENT, BIG TRADE FIELDS

Panama Canal to
Be Big Factor in
Northwest Trade

Direct Advantages of Waterway In
Interconstal Shipping Felt—For-
ecign Commerce Stimulated.

Wright, Maunager Merchanis® Ez-
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FPORTLAND'S STRATEGIC POSITION

The total annual export trade of the United
States with South America, Australia, New Zea-
Hawall, China and Japan Is

tlon of the Pacific Coust Sectlon of
the United States to those countries, emphasizes
magnitude of overszen trads
indientes the strategle position of Oregon

Canal already has given great impetus to Port-
land's shipping.
of the canal
Basin established and with vigorous efforts bhe-
to
Portland's future a= an Important fac-
tor in the world's commerce
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Portland’s Chance
With_. Honolglu Big

Islands nnd United States Is B0~
000,004, Representing 550,000 Toox.

W. G. McTPherson.

the Ocean about
lles from Portland lie ti
with which

By

in acific

o

an Islands,
ittle or no business for

we
the veprs, though previous
we ! n considerable trade ti 1
am told. T islands are large con-
sum¢ of me wndise of all kinds, as
is evidenced by *he statisiics showing
that in 31817 .: 1eir ines in- tha
United utes amounto y 31,000,000,
while th exported 5,000 worth

rice, hi ha-

gar, pineapple
commaouditien,

_Very
onolulm

is no doubt
abla amount oI
been added to
boalunces of
banks had we
Wo are as
nde, with an 1
banking facilities
ety in the world,
to cultivate the

5
H

that 3

are Ik
Hawailan I=sia
good

re B i S

PORTLAND POSTAL RECEIPTS
BY

MONTHS IN 1813
AND 1914,

1912
$108.26
§9.1

ATL

RS ans

v 13 5 e

-1 W W0

—

bsssssssssssssassesssesed

R A I I ]

124, 000,00
ember, 1914, estimated.
-
ness men, In 1813 San Francieco

e them $20.000,000 and Puget Sounf
$4.000.0080 worth of merchandise, while
Portland's total business amounted only
to $15.000, The only reason that we
have not secured hare of that
large business hms been because of the
of our merchants, thelr failure
to encourage shipping men by the of-
fering of buosinéss

Last Spring while A. H, Devers and
myself were In Honoluly wo were as-
sured by merchants, brokers and the
Honoluly Chamber of Commerces that
they would be glad to trade with us ir
we gshould show a like disposition to
deal with them and provide transpor-
tation facilities. As yet we have not
taken advantage of the opportunity to
secure any part of that trade, but we
must arouse ourseclves, for trade
amounting to milliens of dollars an-
nually is awalting us If we elect to go
alter It

our =

apaths

Co-operation of All Interests—Writer Declares Available Tonnage Needs Consistent Support.

W. B. 1 s Trade (' issianer

By . B. !
Fortiand tltamhrr ul Commerce,

HE Columbian River has before It
I now the EgTE st prospe for
water-borne comaerce ever en-
joyed in history of this lon, bhut we

are not riglng to the oppertunity with
shown by our competitors,
brought the im-

energl

nama Cannl has

1 order. Thirty to 31 feet of
the Columbia River bar and
the chanue! belween Port-
the sen make the physical

st

tons for reaching the sea the b

we have ever known. Absolute cer-
tainty that whes channels wiil Im-
prove rapidly it future, that the

ships s=ailing the Pacific
difficulty coming and
new condltior t wi engineering
ind falthful work by the Port of Port-
land and Fu al Government have car-

ried out, make our physical conditions
the best we have ever known., At aver-

e hi wa now have on the Co-
yhia bar to 28 feet of water and
if wo continus our Improvements there
dredzo stently and
47 rfeet of water ot
tide stage eastly
By continuing our
dradge work In the Columbla
and the channel and harbor of

tide

with disputch, *
on 4 large scale,

the average high

within our reach.
present

Willamette we may socn have 35
fest of water In the s to the Bea,
with a width and curvature lnsuring

1dling of the largest cruft that

qulck he

may be s the rth Pacific.

h F Government has eX-
pended at mouth of the Columbia
something 3 $11.000,000 Lo & B

per entrance to the great river, the

nd in slze and commerclal impor-
tanc oy the continent. The Fort of

Portland hs put into the channel, 1 -
hor and port work about $6.000,000 and
the Commisslon of Publle Docks ia ex-
pending 2.600,000 on  strictly port

ork.,. We ve done herculean work,
» §t with a grit that must command
admiration of the world, and the
wveted channel 1s just being
.

Carriers Need Business.

wWow thiat we are getting the physical
fneliicl & cost of millions, we have
not onc and those com-

it

T & not We are
not pviding o due ortion of
water-borne traffic not ¥et
compelled the fre amnent to
warrant this work. ba mo
loubt that the truffic Bteam-
E 4 that do come complain tHat
« percentage of freight for them iz
not on the same scale ax malntnined
by competitive po . her Mnes and
sorvice thi we need and must have
are not pro ad because we hayve not
adeéqua d those furnished,
or have not worled out our problem of
support in the manner Poss la

On a certain number of steamships
coming from the Atlantic seaboard to
the Pacifie throvgh the Panama Canul
following complétion of thar great
work, the traffic carried was appor-
tioned about as follows: Approximate-

Iy 18,000 tons to San Pedro, 18,000 tons
1+ Francisco, 5000 tons to Portlands

1o =
and 12,000 tons to Puget Sound. WHhHyY
this disparity in our showing is an

Our merchants handle as mueh

a.
Puget

as

b s for thie Northwest

So , in fact, more as a rule. Our
Northwestern territory Is the largest
of any sesport here. Bul we hava not
been moving It by wate while our
rivals do In a greater measure than we.
As n rTesult of thie offering to the
water lines our rivals have & bettar
steamehip service than we, get better
export facilitles, ship more commaodi-

ties, have a better and cheaper market

thelr produce and manufactures,

for

and are growing faster in the funda-
entals of community prosperity and
population. They huave mors saw-

mills, more flour mills, more misoelia-
neouns fuctories, more farmers and hor-
lturists settling In thelr immediuta

tien
¥ .. Al of thls hacause we do not
recognl the phsolutely eessntinl part
that water plays in community devel-
epment, find bLecause we do #®ot band

to bulld up and support the
line=,

Business men who ure the water
have a lower base price at which they
van Jdo business. 1f we .take our aver-
age iraffic for distribution throughout
the Northwest from meéans of trans-
portation charging a higher rate than
i= obtained by our rivals who use the
wiater more, with its lower rates, wé
bave io work on & smgller margin or
must sell a a alightly higher figtire.

S0 far as our traffic with the Atlan-
tie =eaboard goes, we must support l:he
water or continue to occupy n secon-
dary position. If we give much traffic
1o the water our service WwWill !n;p:‘ote
and we wiil be able to ship out more
All of our merchants must take up thie
problum with zeal, handle it in the
same manner that the big men of other
communities do. If we want to bulld

water

up pepulation In Oregon, we must sell

1

the products produced by our people in
order that they may live and pay in-
terest on their Investment, The great-
est opening for such market we have
ever had has come through the Panama
Canal, and steamshlps alone may utl-
lize this highway,
Furopean Trade Essentlal,

Our traffic with Europe since opening
of the new waterway not what it
should be. Under the conditions
we have not ail the steamship lines
reachi to the North Pacific from Eu-
rope., Our Européan connection is In-
frequent. It hes been proven that we
cannot sell lumber there in appreclable
quantity yet thia year to meet the ur-
gent requirements created by unscttling
producing and shipping conditions of
the old world. ©Our lumber industry
languishes for a market. Many mills
struggle frantically for any kind of
orders, desplte the fact thatl we hava
more of the raw materinl than any
other section of the world, have the
mills to manufacturs this, the idle men
walting for opportunity to operate the

-

is

new

mills. ‘This Inability is due to lack of
transportation to Europe.
To remsdy the Eureopean situation

confronting our industrice we must gel
more steamships to come here. One of
the inducements for them to make tho
vovage will be cargo from Europe to
Partiand. Yet, with this crying neces-
sity before us, we huave business men
who are shipping goods from the old
world to Portland on craft that give
excluzive =ery to our rival ports.
This is & community erime, an absence
corrected

of patriotism that must be
before we can make material progress
as mn shipping portk Portiand must

lenrn to support those lines and those

institutions that serve her, ns all other

aggressive, farsighted communities do.
Forelgn Trade Filelds Blg,

The Orient 158 In bad way for the

present because of the un ttled condi-

tions produced through the BEurapsan

wnr. Trafiic there has fallen away
rapidly. Orientalz will not buy much
flour swhen wheat lhers sells for $1 a
bushel, They cannot buy much lumber
becnuse their bullding and Improve-
ment operations have been checked
through closing thelr money market.

Thelr exports have alaoc been checked
somewhat, thus further curtailing their
buying power. We have poor connec-
tion with the Orient for any traffic, and
in these days when everything Is un-
settled the situation is made doubly
bad. All that our people can do now
= to face the situationd firmly, and
stand ready eo back any enterprise that
promises them Improved shipping to
and from the Orient. This we may do
nt nny time, and when we do gel serv-
ice that may be relled upon, the whole
community must see that our Oriental
traffic is given the enterprise so com-
pletely as to warrant Improvement.
South America presents no lmportant
change for Portland as a result of the
war. Few commodities that Europe
was accustomed to zhip therec may be
manufactured here to advantnge. But
through establishment of regular steam-

ship service to the West Const af South
America we have a remarkable oppor-

tunity to get in there with a lmited
number of products, which we may
menufacture despite European or At-
lantl¢e seaboard competition. We are

urging that these be shipped, that the
steamship service given us be strength-
sned. To do this we must get a few
men into the territory and force our
products upon the market, ns competi=
tors are doing. FPortland ia being asked
to do this and must comply.

Our possibilities in foreign trade now
are of the most promieing order, There
are but o few great producta sought In
the North Pacifie by the stenmsihip line,
and thess Portland may control. These
products nre lumber, wheat, flour, onts,

barley, fruit and salmon. In lumber
we can produce double the output of
any other port, without s ously im-

pairing our resources.
the Columhbia River as we mu
abeolutely dominate the whaeal, -
ont and barley trade of the NorthwesLl
Also, use of the mbia for a prefer-
entlal rate against Puget Sound for the

same length of haul and even for
longer hatils, will give: us control of
the fruit trade sent by Wi SEalmon

is not in our favor, like other products,
I persistent

but we can intelligoent,

effort get a large share of that, con-
trolling unll of the Colu Oregon
and Was=hington const product, and

from 600,000 to T00,000 cases from Alas-
ko, Thiz guantit if brought heére., as
it may when we maintaln u strong, ol-
fective line directly to Alasksa, would
e a most important factor in atiract-
ing the steamship compan . - We have
other pos=ible products, llke potatoes,
onions, forage for stock feed, certain
mapufactures like cordage, furniture,
wood products, dairy products, live-
stock products, ete. These may =il be
developed and made to enrlch our coun-
try if we will give them a regular,
cheap outlet to the markets of the
world through water transportation.

Resources Are Unlimited.

Qur terrltory I8 une of Incomparable
respurces. Nature gave them more hers
for tho ald of m than in any other
like ardéa, not éxcepting California We
can produce more, with more certainty.
more economically and within resson-
distance of tidewater. We ve
timber regources that surpgss those
back of all other Pacific ports on the
North American slde of the ocean. We
have witer power almost at tidewater,
in guantity surpassing that pussessad
by any other like area of the worid,
and this power i strianl factor
that must 3yleld milllons soon. Yet
deapite all this we not incromsed
in population as has
north and south. We have
our wealth In glowing terms.
ple do not come. 1s it not dune

abla

ndvertised

Theé peo-
to the
fact that we do not provide and main-

taln the transportation linés needed,
thie marketing agencies, that will make
the producer coming to our terrvitory
safe and strong? This conclusion secms
inevitable from any careful study of
the situation confronting us.

South America State's Opportunity

Extensive Market for Northwest Products, Including Canned Salmon,
Canned Fruits, Cereals, Apples and Lumber, Is Seen.

By Heary Albers, President Albers Bros,
Milllng Company,

HERE is no doubt that South

T America offers tremendous trade

opportunities, but llke every-

thire else worth while, It will requirs
vears of well-directed efforts befors
the United States can secure the bulk
of the business. That this trade de-
gerves the serious attention of our
merchants sand manufacturers is Indi-
ented by the volume of lmports, which
amounts annuslly to about $950,000,000.
Ip to the present time our share of this
business has been very small in com-
parizon with that of other nations, but
the FEuropean war makes It possible
for us to secure the greater part of
the trade if we awnken to the oppor-
tunities and follow the lines adopted
by Germany, England and other doun-
tries,

On ‘a recent visit to Brazll, Argen-
tinn snd Urugeay it was made clesr
to mie that we must adopt a programme
that will be attractive to the business
Interests of South Amrica. We must
adjust ourselves to their methods. We
must study their needs and give them
what they want and mnot what we
would like to give them. It will be
necessary to send commercial misslon-
aries there first. but these men should
have special tralnine. Our young
men in the consular service and the
Department of Commerce should be
able to create interest for us in & gen-
eral way. They will bo very helpful
In pavipg the way for the business
representatives of our merchants, man-

ufacturers and exporiers. One of the
first essentinls will be a knowlodge of
the Spanish language, When a =nles-
mun arrives there, his first Introdud-
tion and standing in the businesg com-
munity Jdepends on his understanding
and MNuent speaking of the  native
tongue. Many of the German emle-
saries nre able to speak five languixoes
fluently and to do =0 is & waluable
usset.

This great fleld of commercs em-
phasizes the need.of an American net-
chant marine. Now that the: Govern-
ment has completed the Panama Canal
at such grest expenss, [t seems that
it should take definita action in .the
matter of ship subsidy and strive to
bulld up our maritime trade. Our
shipping Interests must have aid from-
the Government in order that they may
compete with foreign bottoms.

Our Government should lead In ald-
ing the establishment of branch banks
fn Brazil, Argentina and elsewhere,
The Natignal City Bank of New York
was the first American filnancial in-
stitution to invade South Americe and
is mow operiting a branch bank at
Boenos Alres. Thls |s o splendid move.
Othér banklng concerns in this country
should  not defer In establishing
branches at the Important trading cen-
ters of South America, for the sooner
we have direct banking relations, the
better it will ha for tha expedition of
business. This will eliminate the neces-
sity of making our financlal deals
through don. us has been done In
the past. It will be a powerfu]l factor
in cementing our trade relations,

It has mot been many years since

genting s a marvelousiy rioch country;
it alone has an anngal trade of 3700,
000,000, The trade of Brazil totals
$500,000.000 nnnually. The trade ot
ith Amerle iz nearly quad-
ruple the entire of China,

Portland and Colunbia

River

b
the

basin have a golden opportunity to par-

ticipate in South American trade. We
should direct our att to Brawstl,
Argoenting, Feru and the
lending publies. The imports of ti
argely of machinery,
. power tools, cloth
tically ull ole

n eupplied by

fcal

Germa thwest we ve

such products o= cannad sulmon,
L dried frult, ennned beans,
peas and similar products,

cereals, apples and lumber that are In

demund In South America

There i3 no quenstion that we
Increas® our exports. In  iheiks CoOm-

modities manyfold, Unless the buniness
Interests of Oregon begin to prepare

we will
rcammunities

now 1o &x
ness the

of the Unlted States getting the lion's
share of thiy tremendous business, Wa
have an equal chmnce with them; let

us grasp the apportunity.

Oriental Market
~ Possibilities Big

Far Enst Becoming Modernized and

Demnud for Manufactured Prod-
ucts In Steadily Increasing.

| been In evidence for ¥oRrm,

more appuarent now than ever before,
on account of the Buropean war, whioli
the earefully bullt trade
tho European nations have
spent yeurs in bullding Due to the
faet the European countries will
ways be heavy purchasers of tea,
splees and other Orlental staplea,
ra will' always ve a big tradc he-
twean the countrles of the Uid Werld
but the

commercial
Orient h
but

HE opportunity for
exploltation In the

han shattered

structures

that

and those of the Far East,

Orient s steadily becoming modern-

fzedd. There {8 an Increasing demand

for Innumerable manufactured prod-

ucts for which thin country will be

seeking an outlet for the surplus,
Some of that blg trade which Europe

enjoys, came to her naturally nlong the

lines of lenst reslstence, but the great
bulk of It has been bullt up by ateady,
consistent rustling on the part of an

of trade specialiats, who for
yvears have been golng up d down
the Orlent, studying the wants of the
peaple pninstakingly mesting
their regulrements with goods

factured, packed and shipped, not
ways according to European standards,
but alweys exanctly as the Orientals
wanted them.

Ploneering Work FPaves Way.

The ablility of this country
up o trade in the Orlent has
strikingly demonstrated with two of
pur great staples, flour and Iumber. 1t
is but little more than 20 years ago
that the Portland Flovring Mills, of
thiz elty, began working In the Orjental
fleld for a flour market in which to
dispose of the surplus from the mills
of the Northwest, and It Is not et 20
years since the Pacific Export Lumber
Company sent the first big steamship
cargo of lumber to the Far East, but In
the past 15 years that fleld has taken
from Oregon and Washington more than
25,600,000 barrels of flour and more
than 1,000,000,000 feet of lumber, Thess
pioneers in Portland's lumber and flour
trisdo with thie Orlent worked that flald
with high-class men, who not enly had
the abliity to #«ll where there was a de-
mand, but who also croated a demand
by thelr skill in demonstrating the
vilue of thelr staples.

Specialization Is Needel.

Those cases are cited to show the re-
sulis that can be obtained by gonsistent
effort In specialized lines, and It Is spe-
elalizing that Is necessary In the Orient.
The man who is ment over to sell meat
and other packing-house products will
be falrly unsuceessful all Tound If he
takes a #lde llne of boots and shoen or
clothing, nnd Hkewlse the one who goes
over to widen the market for Oregon
fruit should not be hampered by trying
to divide the sxpenss of the trip with a
hardware housge that may be trying to
get into the fleld

In 191% the Imporis of China alone
amounted to $5560,000,000, of which thia
country sold but $24,000,000 wortl, most
of that being fiour, lumber and cotton,
while Europe’s share was approximately

warl
been

$200,000,060, The vast total whlch Eu-
rope shows included a large number of
manufactured produocts, englines, elec-

trical machinery and other staples for
which thus country Is famous. Our op-
portunity for Orlental trade, except In
a few lnes, has been nexlected, bhut
Furope's present troubls may awaken
us to the possiblilities that awalt us
scross the Pacltic, .

New Zealand and
Austrabia Trade
Fields Enorm

Pregramme FProviding for Large
Ranking Connections and Werk of
Trade Emissaries, Sugsrated,

Ny H, E Peunell, Viee-Preslilent 8L Johne
L ¢ ompany
ELATIVE toe Oregon's opportun!
R tlea for trade to Australia
New Zealand, & b my opinlon ou

present oppartuniilos equal any of our
Pacific Coant atates nmd, * AOMG oom
modities, better than the Atlantle Coawl
staten, although passage through (ke
Panama Canal will open up mors direct
communication to Australin
than has heretofore
the Atiantle

over-soa
and New Zealand
been enjoyed from
Our export trade from Oregon lo Lhe
colonies thus far bas betn confined
mainly to rough lumber, and while this
is 5 market which manufacturers
nave been glad to avall thomsslves of,
it has carried with it many restrictions
mitigating against the Justifiabla and
falir profita to W thay should be
entitled,
Australia is
geionce of self-protoction,

Coast

n

our

advanosd n the
atd restric-

wiell

tive duties aro imponed on all imporis
which Interfere with home Industry
Thelir tariff is no arranged thatl ear-
taln dimensions of lumber are admit-
ted at lesn than that of other
dimensions; being done as much

of the lumber receivad from uUs ia man
ufacturad. Worked 1d saurfaced Jum
barred by Neavy import duty
s our lumber manufacturers ares
in th markets (o a portien
product on and thers In nat,

(2. [

g might be supporsd by the general
publle, an opportunily o market our
full Mne In this trade. Australia and
New Zenland both have timber of their
own and thalr timberman are vary
h on the alert and watehful of leg

so that lmport duties are kKept

on forest | note from the
3 a na their infloehes aoan
unle®sa we have represcn-

to introduce our
> stomern to their
ur interests, little sat
will ba mnde. FPoo
States o ent w
antages for sxport
rts of the world, but
forth to build u
and trade with forelgn
ports
On the TPacific Coant, sifuated &3 we
are, lt seems Inevitable we musat e
in order to dis of aur prod
T which can go back Into our awn
country only 1o compele among r
selves In overstocked morkets, 10 seems
to ma the way to oxtend our export
trade to follow the example of the
Ol W tw1d encouraAge our young
men o ) ix in forelgn ports
our & in
I wiilch we hope 1o
n order thal
wa In iking houses
should sntation In
the ! v eredils amd
= mi ex-
fted Btaten have
e developing o
own et ‘ sled with tha
faot that, gener Weing
ple wo i v rt .
where, hay been o why wWa
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-muz carriers, and w
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Du © days of thisg Coant
the ploneers In lumber tride wara
as much, if not e, interesled In the
FiifLL of transportation than In thel
manufiacturing anite. They bhullt saill
fng vesnels and operated them 1o the
magicts they mupplied, handling the
business profitab)y. Today. however

production demands such heavy Invest
moent of capiial that o AVernga oper
ator does not © immand capltal enocugh
to ndd to othor operations, tonange o1
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t in former tim Therefore, our
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The matter of trade axtension
foreign countries can be
from many viewpolnis, bul

wwmming
the situntion up from a commonplacs
standpoint, I would say, we flrst newd,
honest, snergetic, capabin peopis (6 the

morkets (o represent our
and producers; then the
of our bamks and

different
merchants
finuncial support

the communily at lurge 160  furnish
transportation; ecouple? with this
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ply  the markets referred to In much
& munner ag reguirements deémand
Cancertod and conservative clion by
the puuple of thim state slong the

lines of my auggestions would, ero
long. I believe, be productive of bege
ficlal results, and trade oxtension far
greater than the average man realises.




