BRUSSELS FINDS
FRIGHT NEEDLESS

Stories of German Atrocities
Dissolve Into Myths as
Army Marches In.

OBSERVER DENIES EXCESS

Associated Press Staff Corpespond-
ent Says He Falled to Authenti.
Frightfal Reports

Told by Beilgians.

cate

NEW
Press

FTORK, Sept. 16.—An Assoclated
staff correspondent of American
birth and who was sent
from the office and was
caught in the time of the

rman invasion®and held as a pris-
oner for several dayvs before sscaping
to Holland, has senit by mail the fol-
lowing story of his experiences:

“The night berore the Germans en-
tered Brussels, when the Belgian civil
guards and refuge began pouring
into tha clty from the direction of Lou-
vain, they brought stories of unspeak-
#bls atrocities, maltreatment of old
men and childreg, and the violation of
waomen

anteceasnts,
New York
Brussels at

B

than 24
wers

‘!fmrP the Belglan
comfortably
GGerman 3 l-h‘r:-‘ and the
gatlon of German brutallty and de-
lacal torturs dissolved into one of
tha myths which have sccompanied all
WEYrSs,
Humors Not
"WNelther in

Substantisted.

Hnor in its
anvironn we e uffensive act, so
far as 1 know, committ a German

In a city than half a

peoplc, invaded by a hosetile

of perhaps a quarter of a million

soldlers, no acl sufficiently flagrant to

demund punishment or to awaken pro-
Lest came to my uttentlon.

“The frightful reports that had pre-
ceded the Germ: army Into Brussels
intluded the disembowellng of old men
#nd the impaling of children on lances
inst outside Ilouvs Investigaution

only falled to substantiante these
rumors, but could not even discovar
Any one in the immedints viclnity who
witness of un-

credited them. Amn

impeachable veracily me that the
worst behavior he had obuerved during
the first German entry into Louvsin
{August 18), was that of a German
koldler who leaned from his horse and
kissed & pretty Flemish girl who
brought him a glass of beer.

Single Instance Mentloned.

“T murched for days with the Ger-
men columns, often only ooe day be-
hind the fighting, with the houses that
had been burned still smoldering, the
ground ([reshly broken by shell and
trampled by horaes and men, and the
memoery of the Germun advance wvivid
in the minds of the habltants 1 iIn-
terviewed an average of 20 persons in

of u dozen towns and found only

instance of a non-combatant who

beaen killed without Justifiable
ovocation.

“It was zaid by

ad by
of more

ey

Ltold

|

some Iinhablitants that
the murdered man showed a palr of
binoculars; but a more probable ex-
planntion wa=s thst English outposts
had concealed themselves In the house,
from which they poured a ralm of fire
on the first German Inyaders. The in-
ferenca thut the xhooting was done by
Belgiagn oiviliarms muay have inflamed
the Germaans to reprisals. In that
neighborhood four houses had been
burned and one was still ablaze as 1
passed. on Wednesday, August 218,

Shooting Done by Small Number,

"This town of Merbes-le~-Chatean,
which had been the scene of an unim-
portant skirmish between the Germans
and Bnglish on the previous Sunday,
wis riddled with rifle shots. The
amall number of windows Intact
showed that the Germans had made a
deliberate assault upon the resldents of
the town. But the Inhabltants them-
#=lves admitted that all of the shooting
had been done by a comparatively
small number of Germans, and that
thie firing had not beén begun until
English eoldlers who, had concealed
themselves In-the houses, had fired first
upan the Germans.

"I have emphusized the one fatality
of the non-combatant because the news
of it traveled up end down the Sambre
and escross ‘to Hantezs-Wiberie and
Solre-sur-Sambre, multiplying as it
went, and developing ghastly and in-
human detalls until it seemed an un-
answerable reproach to the whole Ger-
man smpire. With thia one possible
cxcaption, I did not encounter In Ni-
velles, in Bianche, Bulssiere or Solre-
sur-Sambre, or any of the other towns
I visited, a single Incident of mistreat-
ment of any Sort by German officers or
soldiers™

City Deatroyed by Croasfire,

"Bulssiere—particularly the lower
purt of the city—virtually had been da-
stroyed by a crossfire from French and
German artillery. But here two davs
after the battle woammen and children
were moving comfortably about the
town ond not a single complaint was
uttered zgainst German conduct.

“The town of Solre-sur-Sambra is a
small village about filve mliles south of
Bulssiers. In this town 130 French
were kKilled and more than 100 wounded
were brought in In a single day. Au-
Euste Blarlaux, Burgomaster, sald that
he knew of no cusesx of German ocruel-
tles save distant rumors, whith he had
1 ned to discredit. It ought to be

to the credit of the Bealgians that

have not sallowed their bitterness
toward the Germans to carry them Into
unfalr recrimination.

Frovecation Hard to Welgh.

“"Robert J. Thompson, American Con-
sul at Aaschen, wvisited Liege Jduring
and after the capture of the forts. It
is the oplnion of Mr. Thompson that no
outrage was commliited by Germans

15 the several days' fighting there.

lore are, of course, reported outrages
beyond investigotion, either on account
of thelr vagueness or becihuse It Is Im-
possible to welgh the provocation. It
is knowmn, for instance, that 112 na-
tives uon. Kkilled In Penocuchamp, not

n Ardannes; German soldlers
Eay that they were killed because they
fired on them from the roofy and win-
dows of the houses.

“The hlstory of the absolute destruc.
tion of the historic clty of Louvain
with {ts cathedral and Its unlversity
Is by this time well known.

¢ German verslon of this is that
the inhabitants, under the direction of
the Burzomaster, established them-
selves in the church, In which they also
instulled a machine gun. They pro-
cvaeded to greet the Germans with a
deadily flre.

“The Belglans asay,
that part of the Ge
taking one of thealr own retiring di-
vitions. for the enemy, opened fire
upon them, whereupon, <deluded into
thinking thls an assault by Belglan
c}villﬂn?_ the Germans razed the wholse
city.

Helglans Accused of Treachery.

“l1 have not been able to acquire any
direct evidence In regard to thesa last
two instances, but the explanation gen-
erally credited by disintsrested per-
sons Is that the Belglans who had lald
down their arms accordiog to the

on the other hand,
an army, mis-
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proclamation on
enfrunce of the snemy took thenr
agaln when It lookefl ns if the Ger-
mans ware retreating from the town
and opened fire from thelr windows
upon u retiring German train.
he most authoritative German de-
nial of German offenses comes from
Major-General Thanddeuas von Jarotz-
sky, military governor of Brussels,
who informed me that in numerous
casgses He had been recelved with a pre-
tense of friendliness by Belgian civii-
lans, who later fired on the German
soldjers.
“In such

the
up

Burgomaster's

violations of the rules of
warfare, the General suld, he punished
the offenders by burning the houses
from which the shots were fired
Severities Half Excused.

“This explangtion of the burning of
villages 1s given with such perfect
unanimity by all German officers and
men that to go into separate Instances
s unnecessary It seems 10 serve as a
sort of blanket extenuvation for all
German severitles. 1 can only say that
in every case of ported outrage or
reprisal which was srn"eptlb.e of in-
vestigation, I have found elther that
the ocutrage was a filzment of the Bel-
gian mind, or that it was mors than
half excused by circumstances.

“l have nctual knowledge of the
sniping by Belgian civillans at Manage
und other towns, and even the Balgians
admit that In a few instances they have
been gulity of Lhis

“A Belgilan fugitive from = suburb
of Charlerol brought to Nivelle a story
of the Germuans marching the priest
and several of the inhabitants bLefore
the mrmy 6s a protection agalnst fire
from the houses. This has received
ample wverification, but hardly comes
under the heading of  atrocitles,

Officers Expect Sniping.

“The prevalence of the Belgian prac-
tice of sniping from the houses was
perhaps indlecated by the warning of
the German officer who acted as guarg
for five American correspondents, In.
cluding mysalf, who were being taken
as prisoners from Beaumont to Aachen
in an army {(rain. We were advised
to lile down on the floor of the car, as
the Belgian snipars would shoot at us
from the houses. But there was no
firing.

“This, of course, is not a brief for
the German army; it is an saccount of
German cénduct as It appeared to an
impartinl observer who had the rather
extraordinary copportunity of traveling
for days with the German columns
over 4 distance of more than a hun-
dred miles through a dozen important
citles and towns.

“I witnesseéd numerous cases of the
most carefu]l courtesy on the part of
German soldlers. In Brussels they not
only pald their cnfe bills, but tipped
generously.

Captors Hungry; FPrisoners Eatl.

“Germun officers alwavs turned to
the Irench prisoners with a pleasant
word and  treated them with every
consideration. A French Lieutenant
and two English officers traveled with
us in the prison #rain from Beaumont
to Aachen, a halting jJourney. which
took over 86 hours. German officers
went without food so that the prison-
ers might be fed.

“I have seen perhaps half a dozen
cases of drunkenness in observing
nearly a million soldiers.

“If the conduct of the German sal-
dler errs st all, It is on the side of &
too complete subordination.

“It is Impossible for anyone who
hes sean much of the German system
to belleve in the tales of deliberats
depredations and unsoldierly conduct.”

e

Troop Movement Denled.

MONTREAL, Sept. 16—The Canadian
Pacific formally denied this afternoon
persistent rsports that troops from
Australla, New Zealand and India had
been passing througzh Canada on their
way to Europe. The rallroad officials
asert thut no such troops have been
transported on their lines,

BELGIAN REPORT IN

Commission Says Murder Was
Accompanied by Torture.

DESTRUCTION IS PICTURED

Allegations Divided Into Groups and
Are Declared Supported by Evi-

dence — Individual In-

snlncm;‘numcruted.

(Continued From First Page.)

and looted wvaiuables. They burned
his barn. hay, cormstacks, Implements,
cattle and his farmyard. They car-
ried off Mme. Deglimmeq, half naked,
to a place two mileg away. She was
then released and as she fHed was fired
on, without belng hit, however. Her
husband was carried to's point in an-
other direction and fired on; he la dy-
Ing. The s=ame troops sacked and
purned the bouse of a railway watch-
man.

“Farmer Jef Dxsrck of Neerhespen
is an eye-witness to the following
atrocities committed by German cav-
alry at Oresmael and Neerhespen on
August 10, 11 and 13 An old man had
his arm cut In three longitudinal slices;
hs was then hanged head downward
ang burned alive. Young girls were
assaulted and lttle children outraged
et Oramsel and mutilations too hor-
rible to describe were inflicted on oth-
¢r inhebitants. Prisoners weres hanged,
while others were tled to telegraph-
posts and shot.

Wounded Commandant Murdered,

“After an sngagemeant at Haelen,
commandant Van Damme wWas S0 se-
veérely wounded that he was lying
prone on his back. He was murdered
by German infaniry ({firing thelr re-
volvers into his mouth.

“Numerous wounded and unarmed
soldiers were ill-treated or killed by
German troops and in different places
doctors and nurses ang ambulsnces
wers fired upon.

*At times the Germans went Into
battle with a Belgian flag.

“While digging trenches and with
the white flag holsted, Belgian soldlers
wers set on by Germans and shot.

“Another time, near & fort at Linecin,
a group of German Infantry holsteg the
white flag, and when the Belgian sol-
diers approached them to take them
prisoners they were fired upon at
close range

“The massacre of Aerschot:

“Aerschot, & town of E000 inhabi-
tants, was invested by the Germans
the evening of August 1. No Belginn
troops remained behind. No sooner had
the.Germuans entered the city than they
began shooting several Inoffensive
giviliens. In the evening, declaring
that n superior German officer had
been shot by the son of the burgo-
master, or, according to another wver-
sion of thelr story., that a consplracy
had been hatched agminst the German
{gommandant by the burgomaster &nd

his family, the Germans took nold ot
eyary man in the clty, carrying them
60 at a time within some distance of
the town. There they grouped them in
lilnes of four men, made them run
ahead of them and fired on them
kKilling them afterward with their
bayonets. More than 40 men were found
thos massacred.

Every Third Man Shot.

“They plllaged the whole town, tak-
ing from private rssidences all they
could lay thelr hanus on. The follow-
ing morning they took one man out of
avery three whom they had arrested
the previous evening, and, leading
them outslde the clty, shot them.
Among these weres the Burgomaster of
the town, Mr. Tielemans, his l5-year-
old son and his brother.

“Then they compslled the remsining
villagers to dig holes to bufy thelr
victims

“For three wholse days they con-
tinuved tg pillage and et fire to every-
thing in thelr way.

“About 150 inhablitants of Aerschot
are supposed to have thus perished.

*The largest part of the clty is de-
stroyed.

“The destruction of Louvaln:

“The German wrmy penterated Into
Louvain, aftar having set fire to the
surrounding towns and viliages.

“They took hostages; all the prom-
inent men of the city were detained.
Women and children were outraged
and fll-treated by the soldiers.

“*Previoua to the German Iinvasion
the whola city had been warned re-
poatedly not to offer any resistance to

the Germuan troops, or to oppose hostile | 8

acts. More than that, all arms belong-
ing to civililans, down to fencing folls,
had been orderad deposited
days previously in the Clty Hall, and
there was not a weapon found on any
civilian.

“On August 25 an engagemeht took
place in the mnesighborhood of lLouvain
betwean German and Belglan troops.
The Germans, repulsed and pursued by
the Belgians, retreated toward Louvain
In full panlc. Many witnessea testify
that at that moment the German gar-
rison«in Louvain was erroneously in-
formed that Belglans wers entering
the city. Immediately the Germean gar-
rison stationed st Louvain withdrew
toward the statlon, where they clashed
with thesir own troops, which wers
being pursued by the Belglans. Every-
thing seems to point to the fact that
a contact took place.

Troops Bombard City.

“From that point, pretending that
the Belgian clvillans had fired on
German troops, the Germans began
bombarding the city and kept up thelr
vombardament until 10 o'clock thut
night. At the place where the affray
started not a =ingle body was found
of a civillan, proving that the popula-
tion had not particlpated in the shoot-
ing.

“The houses which had not taken
afire were set afire by rockets with
which the German soldlers were pro-
vided. The largest part of the city of
Louvaln, especially the Haute Ville,
that is to say, the part comprising the
modern houses, the cathedral of St
Peters, the Unliversity Halls, with the
old and Tamous llbrary of the univer-
sity, its manuseripts, its collections
and sclentific institutions, the theater
and many more bulldings were at that
time consumed by flames,

“The fire continued for several daye.
Numerous corpses of clviliuns coversd
the streets and squares. An eye-wil-
ness testiflied that In one place he
counted more than 50 charred bodles:
many persons who had taken refuge
in thelr cellars trying to escape and
r?lllng into the furnace of the blazing
elty.

“The fire started a 1ittle above the
American college; the city s entirely
destroyed, with the exception of the
City Hall anad the station.

“The nrocedura of the Germans seems
to be the same everywhere. First of
all they requisition food and drink, of
which they partake to the point of

!
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“Merchandise of

Nsw Voile Biouses

$1.50

—The prettiest of new Autumn
blouses of plain and embroiderd
voile are here. The styles are
widely varied, too. They show
the new long set-in sleeves,
joined with hemstitching, yoke
effects back and front, also
hemstitched. Collars of organ-
die, tucked and hemstitched, of
self material edged with Orni-
=ntal lace, and of pique, form-
ing vest effect m front. The
sleeves are finished with cuffs to
correspond with the collar.
Trimmed down the front with

plain and fancy pear]l buttons.
Third Floor

Sale Now of

1

Women’s
Misses’

Children’s

Knit
Underw'r

First Floor

First Autumn
Showing

CB

A La Spirite Corsets

MODELS FOR EVERY
FIGURE

—The present-day tendency to-
ward xtreme individuality in
dress makes every well-dressed
woman seem to be presenting a
different version of smartness.
—If you are corseted in a C B
A La Spirite Corset, wear-
ing the model designed for you
especially, you will rest assured
that your version of fashion de-
notes a true realization of smart-
ness and clegance.
~—The new modeis show the long
and medium-length hip, and me-
dium and high bust with a slight
incurve at the waistline, with
light boning for medium and
slender figures and boned more
substantially for fuller figures.
The materials sre particularly
pretty and dainty, in white and
flesh color. $1.00 to $5.00.
—Fourth Floor

New Shapes of

Black Velvet

$1.95
$2.45
$3.95

$4.95

—To

$7.95

—Every express these days brings us new black velvet shapes.
ourselves, have no knowledge of what is coming.
amongst the many hat-makers, five or six of the foremost millinery
houses wheo specialize on import millinery.

em we give the privilege of expressing to us without order any
new shape or style created.
find millinery that is new, different from what is found elsewhere.
—Exclusive millinery at prices that are always attractive.
—Come and see the new velvet shapes.

We,
We have selected

That is why customers continually

—Second Floor

There Must

—The reason is this:

wool rose to such a high figure.

11-4 SIZE BLANKETS
$4.00 Wool Blankets $2.79
$5.00 Wool Blankets $3.33
$6.50 Wool Blankets $4.79
$7.50 Wool Blankets $5.63
$8.50 Wool Blankets $6.45
$£10.00 Wool Blankets $7.33
$12.50 Wool Blankets §9.45

When People Buy
Blankets in September

We are selling standard blankets now at
prices deeply lowered from our regular figures. We are doing this be-
cause months ago we laid the foundation of this sale.

—We purchased 3700 pairs of blankets from the best mills in America.
These were bought long before there was any thought of war, before
For this reason we are enabled to offer
most attractive sale prices on blankets.

—For this reason people are buying them by the half dozen.

—The following quotations give you some idea of the reductions:

Be a Reason

COTTON FLEECE B’KETS
85c Fleeced Blankets. .68c
$1.00 Fleeced Blankets 77 ¢
$1.25 Fleeced Blankets 89c
$1.50 Fleeced B’kets $1.19
$1.75 Fleced B’hets $1.33
$2.25 Fleeced B’kets $1.79
$2.50 Fleeced B’kets $1.98

—Fifth Floor

Marabou Collarette
Regular Price $2.50

$1.48

—Fashion again decrees that mara-
bou shall be the vogue for early Fall
neckwear.

Today we offer very

cetly soft marabou collars in black

and natural with silk tassel ends,

wecial,

at $1.48. —First Floor

Picture

Regular 1
$1.25 to $2.50 [-

Oval Antique Gold

From Cabinet
to 14x18 Sizes

Many

Frames

59c¢

Sixth loor

Sty.es

olfs <&

Free
Sewing
Machines
$1 Down
$1 Month

$1.00 ITALIAN
CASTILE SOAP 69c BAR

—Genuine imported Italian
olive oil Castile soap, in
white or green.

31%s-pound bar........ .68¢c
—Although Castile soap has dou-
bled in price since the war began,
we are offering this genuine import-
ed Castile at a lower price than ever
before for this fine quality of soap.
We were fortunate in receiving a
large import order last week, placed
before the war was thought of,
which enables us to sell this soap at
a figure so far below the market
cost today. We cannot too eﬂmngly
advise our customers to purchase a
large supply, for it will in all prob-
ability be many a day before Cas-
tile soap can be bought at anywhere
near as low a price.

Imported Soaps
Cottan's imported viclet soap,
cial, a cake ... ..
Vielet de Nice soap . . .
Greaville soap, all odcrs, bx $71.00
Roger & Gallet's soap, all odors,
Tl SR IS ST
4711 unscented soap

spe-

Pear's unscented soap

Pear's glycerine soap . ...

Crown English bath tablets, all
odors (imported)

John Knight's (London) bath tab-
lets, each 25¢; dozen ..$2.50

Half size tablets ....d8¢c

Terebene shampoo soap . ....20c

English Hair Brushes
One-Fourth Off

$2.50 whalebone headache brushes,
5pt cial .. .91.89
split I"om brushﬂ - .&1.98
whalebone brushes, $2.69
na.ural brushes, sp’l $2.23
.25 Pearson's cushion brushes,
wuh dnubic br|= les

51.00 Pearson’s cushion
with single bristles

o Ahho
—'U-H..uld
luUI\-l“\l
\ ND'G\;'

brushes,
..59¢

Royal British ivory
One-Fourth Off

—This ivory is heavy
with fine grain, which
sembles the genuine.

m

veight,

closely rve-

MITIONS vk v v
miirors : ce . Pe.69
bonnet mirrers ... .33.69

o R . o
butfers . ..

$3. UU concave hair brushes $2.23

$4.00 con ave hair brushes $2.98

$2.00 jewel boxes .......81.48
$1.50 hair pin boxcs

.91.48

o £

.$1.98

R R R

ot

$2.50 pin cushions

$2.75 puff boxes

Face Powders

—Imported face powders
can no longer be imported.
Roger & Gallut's
BOE S e aaihoa
Vera Violette
Peau de Espagne
Coty L'Ongan or Jasmine. .$2.00
Djer Kiss Powder. . .75¢c, $1.00
Dier 1'\.1»-& Taleam, can
Mary Garden Talecum
Rugcr & Gallet's
M ...
Roger 1‘3\ Gallet's
Amour Talcum
Bourjois Vanity
Rouges
Gcnumc Rice Pou.dv
i_La Noye Face Powder . .
La Noye Liquid Powder, a
te .50¢ and
La Noye Dry Rouge .
La Noye Rice Talcum
La Noye Ric- Powder
Chamy's Myral Powder
Charny’s Lyrtis Powder .
D'Orsay’s Face Powder. . .$1.50
Pinaud's Tivoli Powder ... .50¢
FRENCH POWDER PUFFS
35¢ Lamb’s Wool Puffs .23¢
50c Lamb's Wool Pufis . .28¢c
French Chamois, each ......I0¢

Imported Perfumes in
Bulk

—No further importations.

h’lﬂr}‘ (.‘l-l[(!':f'». ounce

D'Orsay’s Reve, Chevalier, Charme,
Rose Violet, Jasmine or Muguet,
ounce ....

Houbigant's Moss Rose, Honey-
suckle, Violet I\iugt.d an ounce,
at Ligrllel o - ...81.00

Bouquet i‘nl"}P‘!‘ i \!. or.. $1.50

Houbigant's Ideal, ounce. . .$1.75

Coty's L'Origan. ounce . ..$2.50

Roger & Gallet's Violet de Parme
Indian Hay, Oleitte, ounce 75¢

Chamny's Myral or Lyrtis Extracts,

Violet de Parme,

Powders

bul-
£1.00
-50c¢
.50c

. - DC
.$1.00
.£1.25

Charny's Myral or Toilet
Water, bottle . .. .
Djer Kiss Extract, ounce, .$1.25

—Drrug Section, First Floor

drunkenness, They they begim to shoot
wildly from the windows of abandoned
houses, declaring that the Inhabitants
have fired on them.

“Then the firing and shooting scenes
begin, and murder, and especlally pil-
lage and acts of cold cruelty, are wit-
nessed, Nelther age nor sex s re-
spected. Even where they clalm to
know the perpetrator of the deed, they
allege, the Germans do not ocontent
themselves with executing summarily
the culprit—they wreak their ven-
geance on the whole town., After a
first massacre. somewhat at random,
they =hut the men in the churches and
order the women to go back to thelr

—

homes and leave the doors open.

“In several instances the civillans
were gent to Germany to be compelled
there, it seems, to labor in the flelds,
as was done In the days of slavery.”

The Commission adds:

“Since collecting the above testimony
the following' cubles regarding the
same subjects were received from the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bel-
glums:

*'‘September £E—You- have recelved
the reports of the commission of Au-
gust 25 and 1. Hince then o gEreat
many Jlocalitles situated In the VIl-
vorde-Mallnes-Louvaln triang’ an ex-
tremely fertlle and densely populated

i
district, have been
nnd Iul,:}l;-' destroved
inhabitants have
of them, ¢ ng ti
dren, were arroested
trial and without

cepl o §

anp
spira thae populs
ror. This was done in
Elewyt, Hofstade, We
Bueken, Eppeghem, F --:h!m.
| loo, Tistelt, Mel Horent
where the population was
‘,-n a levy of milllons
were sefl on fire, The
Cortenberg Is burnt.
l.‘t::;-‘!ﬂ the Germans aliége

a with ter-

, Weearde,

rode,
un

thre

army of civillans resisted Lhem.

|




