b

THE MORNING

OREGONTAN, MONDAY,

AUGUST 24, 1914.

—

 —
-_
m - B L ]
PORTLAND, OREGON.
Entersed at Portland, Oregon, Postoffice a2
Second-class matter,
* Bubscription Ratss—Invariably in Advance.

ek * ceee s $5.00

Daily, Sgnday included, one year
Daily. Sunday inciuded, siz months..... .18
Dally. Suoday included Ire ths.. 1356
Daily. Supday inciuded, one menth..... .18
Dally, without Sunday, 006 YS&T....ess S
Daily, without Sunday, six menths..... 338
aily, without Sunday, three months... 178
Dally, without Sunday, one month. .... _-80
Weekly, ODG FORT.oasessmmsosossasse=ss MEO
Bunday, u-{m. 50
Funday and Weekly, On6 Y&l ....s---- 60

(BY CARRIER)

Datly, Sunfay included, one year....-.§0.00
Datly, Sunday included, one moBth..... -f

How to Remit—Send Postoffice money o~
der, oxpress order or persopal check on your
local bank Stampe, coln er currency are at
sender's riak. Give Postoffice sddress In full
incisding county and siate

Postage Rates—11 to 18§
to 32 pages, I cents; 34 to 48 s, § conts;
B0 1o 50 pages. 4 cemts: 63 Lo 16 pages. §
ceoits; T4 tc #3 pages, § cents, Forelgn post-
&ge, double rates

Esstern Business Offices—Verres & Conk-
iin, New York, Brunswick buliding. Chi-

cago, Steger bullding.
R J. Bldwell Co.

PORTLAND, MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 1814

ages, 1 cesty 18

b

san Francisco
T43 Market street

JAPAN'S MARTIAL ACTIVITIES.

It was entirely to be expected that
Germany would not accede to the
terms of the Japaness ultimatum and
that war would ensue. There wWas a
marked resemblance between the Jap-
anese demand on Germany and the
Austrian ultimatum to Servia, It was
& document that could receive but one
answear—or no answer at all

While the action of Japan is delib-
erate, aven cold-blooded, one must re-
call the German ultimatum of nige-
teen wvears ago, when the Kaiser
stepped between the rising young
power In the East and the frults of
her victory over China. It is re-
corded that the Japapese tauntingly
copled the anclent German phrase-
elogy In advising Germany to elimi-
nate herself from the Far East. To
Germany the ultimatum must have
come as an anclent diplomatic aggres-
sion returned home to roost, a sow-
ing of the wind and a reaping of the
whirlwind.

Yet humors of diplomacy do not
make for war. Naturally, there is a
deepsr and more abiding reason be-
hind Japan's action. Nor must it be

assumed that Japan is prompted by
no greater reason than treaty obli-
gations with England, for by the

terms of the treaty she is compellied
to act only for “the consolidation and
maintenance of the general peace ino
the reglons of Eastern Asia and
India.” The treaty calls for Japanese
co-operation with England when

to drive German influence out of the
Bast. It is Inevitable that the Jap-
enese shall win easily and gquickly.
Overwhelming force of numbers ad-
mits of no other outcome. What the
ultimate result will be may depend
largely on the outcome of the con-
flict in Europe. Free to give her full
attention to Japan, Germany would
make & far different showing. There
would seem to be little prospect, how-
ever, that the German fleets will be
frees during the course of the present
war to head for Pacific waters. If
they were the Panama Canal might
enter acutely into the situation; but
such a possibility is too ramote for
serlous consideration, Only an un-
foreseen calamity to the whole British
naval force would render such a thing
possible,

OPFEN THE STOREHOUSE!

One advantags to the Pacific Coast
will accrue from the war In the other
half of the world If Congress Is
proded {nto action concerning the
Alaska storehouse. There ls reason to
belleve that it will be. The United
States” naval vessels in the Pacific
have besn using eastern coal brought
from the Atlantle In forelgn bottoms.
Foreign ships are no longer avallable,
while every American ship is needed
to carry on our overseas trade.

Geologists affirm that there are
large quantities of coal in the Bering
River field suitable for naval pur-
poses. The Cordova Chamber of
Commerce asserts that this coal can
be placed on the market within ninety
days after beginning construction,

Alaska now not only needs Alaska
coal for home consutmption but it
gravely needs the additional Industry
to revive other Industries or take the
place of those that are declining be-
cause of the war. Prices in the terri-

still give the small holder an advan-
tage in the exemption. But large, in-
come-producing holdings are now
assessed at a higher percentage of true
value than are the small tracts. In
Portland high class businéss property
has an assessed value as high as §0 to
25 per cent, The percentage graduates
downward in residence property in ac-
cordance with the class of ths dis-
trict to as low as 35 per cent in tha
poorer locallties. It is safe to say that
a readjustment of assessed values In
Portland would not fall heavily on the
blg property owner. Nor should it.
He 1s now paying in some (nstances
twice as high taxes in proportion to
the true valus of his property as is
the small home owner.

But nobody knows svhat the asses-
sors of the future will do if the $1500
exemption carries. Facts about their
present system of bearing lightly on
the small property owner are more
important as showing the injustice of
the attempt by Mr. U'Ren to saddle
still more on the jarge owner. The
chief purposs of the measure, in the
light of his loose statements about the
rich man's exemptions, and In view
of the real f{actx, is seemingly 1o
promote class warfare. And that, too,
is apparently the object of hls propor-
tional representation scheme. Mr.
U'Ren is at heart a Soclalist. He Is
working for Socialism. Class warfare

A NEW VIEW OF EVOLUTION.

There is little to disturb the minds
of orthodox evelutionists in Professor
Williamm Bateson's new hypothesls. As
preaident of the British Association his
words carry great welght and his ideas
must recelve consideration, but how-
ever strange they may appear at first
we need not jump to the conclusion
that they are revolutlonmary or that
science must be reconstructed. Evo-

tory have leaped to war figures and
two of the largest copper mings ha\'£-|
ceased work since the war bégan.

A change In sea control, though
hardly likely, would menace the !‘hlp-[
ment of coal from British Columbia
to which the Pacific Coast, as weall as
Alaska, now looks for a large part of
its supply. It would be ‘good judg-
ment to open the Alaska coal flelds on
some basis that would epcourage
American capital to invest or for the
government to undertake operation
itself,

UPHOLDING TRADITION,

The German stand at Kisu-Chau is
a forlorn hope. The little garrison of
some 4000 men cannot hope success-
fully to defend the place agalnst the
Japanese hosts. The Japanese have
dispatched a full army divislon of
18,000 men, with slege guns, to take

there has been an “unprovoked at-
tack upon British territory” in the‘
Orient. Attention need not be m”m!i
to the fact that no such attacks have |
gecurred in the present situation. \

However, Japan has shown mno
evidence that she Is acting In other
than good faith. She has announced |
that the German holdings in China
will be returned to China in duoe time,
That it is in the public mind to hold
Kiau-Chau as & prize of war Is sug-
gested by utterances of the conserva-

tlve Japanese press, yet there Is no
present reason to question the gov-
ernment's sincerity. If there were

our cause for alarm might be wvastly
increased. F

While the trouble between Ger-
many and Japan will be a small af-
fair so far as the great world war Is
concerned, there = no other aspect
of the vast conflict that so deeply
concerns and {nterests the people ‘of
the United States. We 'have been as-
sured that Japan will limit the zcope
of her operations to the Far East, yvet
this announcement s suhject to A&
wide interpretation. The action of
President Wilson in  maintaining a
strict attitude of “hands off" In the
difference Is to be commended. He is
fully justified In the assumption that
it is not our quarre]l and that Japan's
full sincerity iz not to be questioned.

But the United States must follow
developments of the future with the
deapest concern. Should the Japanesa
aggression extend to the German pos-
sessions In the South Pacifie we may
feel some cause for discomfort in the
extension of the Japanese line half
way neross the Paclfic. The question
of whether we might then countenance
& Japanese naval and coallng station
on our ling of communication with
the Philippines, within easy striking
distance of Hawall, and on the route
to the Panama Canal, might become
a pressing one.

As to the Japanese treaty with Eng-
land, that need bhe no cause for con-
cern on the part of the United States
since, so far as it operates upon us,
the treaty was practicaily nullifled by
the Anglo-Japanese agreement of
1811, wherein England was relieved
from participation In war with any
nation with which she—might have an
arbitration treaty agreement. Obvi-
ously, this arrangement was devised
with the United States in view, since
we have such & treaty with England

and England would naturally have
deepest aversion to making war
upon us.

That England has an expliclt under- |
standing with Japan as to the scope
of her pressnt martial activitles In
the Pacific would seem to be probable
n view of England’s own deep Inter-
est In the matter. England, at this
time, can little afford to antagonize
the United States, even were she so
inclinad. Then her own people In
Australin are even more apprehensive
of the Japanese than are Americans
ifn the western portion of the United
States. British Columbia Is bound by
similar sentiments. Naturally enough,
England is willing to galn the assist-
ance of a distant ally in thrashing a
mortal enemy, ¥et it Is Inconcetlvable
that England should not have a full
agreement as to the scope and limits
of Japanese activities,

So far as the position of the United
States iz concerned in the present sit-
uation our tranguility need not be dls-
turbed to anvihing approaching the
extent that might be occasioned were
Japan and Germany bound ];y treaty.
With two such powerful nations en-
trenching themselves In the Pacifle
we might foresee thelr early domli-
nance of the western pathways of
COMIMErce. Germany's violation of
Belgium neuntrality suggests that Hol-
land might be over-run and a pre-
text established for seizing Duteh pos-
sesslons in the vieinity of the Philip-
pines. True, wa do not value the
Philippines highly. TYet =0 long as
they belong to us we must defend
them. Then, too, Germany has never
recognized the Monros doctrine, to
which she might have assumad n more
openly hostile attitude with such an
ally as Japan to reinforce her. It i=
eclear that the combinations of na-
tions that have been mode are less
ecaleulatpd to disturb our serenity than
combinations which might have been
made,

As to the immediate effect of the

Kiau-Chau and it Is improbable that
additional troops will be needed for
the assaunlt. No better (trained nor
more spirited troops can be found any-
where in the world than those making
up this minor expeditionary army and
they will be lacking neither in the
courage nor the ingenulty to push
home the attack.

That warfare is affected wastly by
tradition and sentiment i suggested by
the German stand in China. The Ger-
man forces, if they persist in the de-
termination to fight, will have not the
slightest chance of gaining any ad-|
vantage. They can expect no relief
from the Fatherland. Germany has
no means of =ending re-enforcements
either now or at any later time In the
slege of Kiau-Chau. So the German
soldiers must spill thelr blood and that
of thelr foemen needlessly. The only
thing they can hope to gain Is the
hollow glory of death in battle. They
may achieve a place in song and tra-
dition beside that of the Light Brigade,
But certalnly their action In defending
Klau-Chau will have no standing in
the light of reason, Acting intel-
ligently they would surrender prompt-
1y in the face of an utterly hopeless
situation.

However, reason is not so much of
a force in the world as we had, untll
recently, fondly led ourselves to be-
lieve,

=
PFROMOTING CLASS WARFARE.

The U'Ren organ in Oregon City
finds it refreshing to turn from the
speeches of Dr. Withycombe and Dr.
Smith to one dellvered by Mr. U'Ren
at & picnic held at Selah Springs. We
also find it refreshing, in a way, for
AMr. U'Ren is prone to speak of
things and condltions therefore known
only to himself in the whole wide
world. The following excerpt is taken
from the Selah Springs hddress, as
published in the Oregon City organ.
and given light for the edification of
the people and their posterity:

“A man may invest $56000 In dia
monds and be exempt, but the man
who invests §500 in clearing wild land
must pay taxes on the clearing."” This
was sald in behslf of the $1500
step toward single tax.

Posasibly Mr. U'Ren does not know
the meaning of the word “invest" but
as a candidate for high honors and re-
sponsible position it is fair to pre-
sume that he does. Nearly everybody
else does, It means to lay out money
in some other form of wealth as a
means of obtalning income or profit.
An “investment” in diamonds Is not
exempt from taxation. Diamonds that
come under the head of “jewelry and
similar personal effects actually in
use” only are exempt from taxation.
The jeweler who buys diamonds to seil
at a profit or the person who puts his
capital Into them in expectation of an
increase in value must pay taxes upon
them If the assessor does his duty.

Moreover, if the assessor complies
with the law, it is not strictly accurate
to say that the man who Invests $500
in clearing wild land must pay taxes
on the clearing. The law of 1913
provides that “cnltivated and uncul-
tivated land of the same character and
quality, and simlilarly situated, shall
be assessed at the same value.” Clear-
ing Is but one of several steps toward
putting land’ into cultivation,

If this law is observed the owner of
the wild land is paying on a cultivated
value before he clears it, and pays no
more after it is cleared.

It may be sald thet the assessors do
not now obey this law, But the asses-
sors do not obey another law which
requires that all property shall be
assessed at its full value. Then why
make more law for them to disregard?
If the $1500 exemption be adopted it
will be within the power of the asses-
sors of the state to say whether It
shall materially affect the distribution
of the tax burden. If a man's im-
provements are now assessed at one
third of thsir true value and there-
nfter are assessed at two-thirds, the
exemption becomes nll provided his
origlna] assessment was $1500 or
more. A sudden determination by the
nasessors of the state to aswess at
nearer the true value would wipe out
practically a1l the so-called benefits
of the exemption.

It is not overlocked that a propor-
tlone=e Increase in tha assessed value

Japanese-German conflict it will serve

L]

of both large and small holdings would

Intion as it came from Darwin taught

that thes species of living creatures,

from simple beglinings,
The original primitive forms of life
were gradually modified by “‘varia-
tlons™ which arose nobody knows how.
But really it made no difference how
they arose., The Important fact was
that'somse variations gave the posses-
sor an advantage in the struggle for
existence. Hence creatures favored
with such variations survived and
propagated their kind while the rest
died ouf, This process was called the
“survival of the rit.” In our day we
have given the word “fit" a moral
value, We have made it a term of
“worth,” as the writers on ethics say.
But to Darwin’'s mind it conveyed no
such meaning.

By the word “fit” Darwin meant the
“gdapted” and nothing more. Crea-
tures which were adapted to thelr sur-
roundings lived and throve. Those
not adapted perished, just as we sce
them doing today. The pride of the
successful and fortunate makes them
wish to belleve that all creatures fit
to survive are at the sume time worthy
to survive, but nothing could be farth-
er from the truth. Worth is a moral
quality. Fitnesz is purely bodily or
mental. A person extremely unfit
physically may be of the highest worth
morally, as all history shows aftd as
rash apostles of compulsory rugenlcs
are slowly learning. Small variutions
added together through numberless
generations finally became large ones
and thus, according to Darwin’'s views,
the varlous species of living things
came Into being. The point is that
in Darwin's theory, “variations" were
something added to the primitive
creature. Nelther Darwin himself nor
any of his successors explained how
they ceme to be added until Bergson
solved the mystery.

Herbert Spencer thought that the
variations wera accldentally acquired
by the parents and then transmitted
to their offspring but Welssmann
prgped that this could not be so, Ac-
quired variations, us he damonstratad,
cannot pass on by heredity., A Iater
hypothesis was thal new tralts are
brought out by crossing different spe-
cies and no doubt there is some truth
in it. Mendel's law throws light on
this particular point. Factors which
have long lain hidden in a species may
cease to be recessive and become
dominant when It iz crossed with an-
other. But, as Professor Bateson
shows, no such explanation suflices
for the varleties of sweet peas. This
plant csnnot be crossed with &n¥
other, Hence all its wvarieties must
have arisen from lts own innate prop-
erties, This harmonizes fairly well
with Bergson's explanation, In his
view all variations arise from the un-
foreseen Impulse of the “jife force”
which is liable to do anything what-
ever on the spur of the moment with-
put regard to precendent or conse-
quenoces,

Professor Bateson does not, how-
ever, accept this view of the matter
He assumes that al]l variations in liv-
ing creatures have arisen just as they
must in the sweet pea, that is, {rom
innate factors and neither by external
accident nor ‘primarily by crossing.
How, then, did they arlse, if not from
the momentary impulse of the life
torce? It ls all very plain and simple,
Variations In living things are brought
out by the ‘“removal of [factors
that control, wmask, Suppress or
inhibit latent powers or faculties.” A
variation then, in the light of the new
theory, is something removed from a
creature, not something added to it.
Here is the clash between Professor
Bateson and Darwin, but It ls pot a
very serlous clash. It s more a mat-
ter of words than substance. Darwin
taught that the new power lay hidden
in the external environment, Bate-
son teaches that it lies hidden in the
creature itself. In either case some
fortuitous or purposive independent
factor ls required to bhring It oul
Bateson looks upon evolution as the
unfolding of potential faculties, all of
which wera rolled up, in the primal
creature itself. To Darwin it w an
unfolding of facuities wrapped up in
the environment. Practically, then,
there is not much difference between
them:

And' yet the Bateson hypothesis Is
more in harmony with the great trend
of modern thought. Recent discoveries
have shown that an unexplored reser-
voir of power lies hidden in the deeper
naturs of every indlvidual. Some per-
sons are able to draw upon this reser-
voir almost at will. They =ure the
genluses of the race. Professor Bate-
son implies that all of us might do
the same thing if the inhibiting or
suppressive factors that chain our fac-
ultles were removed. Evolution, In
his opinion, has been the gradual
breaking of these chains. It has been
a continual removal of inhibitions. In
Bergson's language it has beén a grad-
ual interpenetration of inert matter by
the life force. Both expressions come
to the same thing. The French philos-
opher sees the life force at work seek-
ing to drive its way through matter.
Bateson sees matter gradually giving
way hers and there. He sees bar-
riers broken down., pathways opened,
imprisoned powers set Iree. Nobody

have arisen

{

can say what barrier may fall next.
Modern investigators see reason to be-
lleve that evolution proceeds by “mu-
tations” rather than by slow changes.
Wide breaches are made In the desd
walls of resisting matter and revolu-
tionary forces may appear over night.
Thus the new hypothesis enables us
to discern meaning in situations that
have sometimes looked hopeless, Per-
haps the war that has swept over the
earth may be the unsavoldable tumuit
that accompanies soms world-wide
and infinitely happy mutatlon.

MILITARY CENSORSHIF.

Strict miiltary censorship of the
news on the firing line In Europe Is
showing serious disadvantages even to
the several contestants in the great
conflict. The principal drawback is
an inaccurate or overdrawn state-
ment in many cases of what is
golng on at tha front. When the
news comes from troop commanders
it , apparently cannot be free from
bias. The commanding officers are
inclingd to put thelr own interpreta-
tion upon what Is occurring and that
without due consideration to the ene-
my's viewpoint. Thus the conflict-
ing militery clalms of the present
status of affalrs at many. points.

Were competeft, unbiased corre-
spondents permitted to send out
uncensored reports the world would
know with a greater degree of ac-
curacy just what is happening from
hour to hour. Provided the corres-
pondents were pravented from disclos-
ing important troop movements,
no, especial harm could be expected
from such reports, In fact much good
might come from & true account of
the condition of affairs and an ac-
curate statement of the real course of
battle., Neither side may hope to gain
any advantage by claiming a victory
which has not bean reaped.

Let's sée! Wasn't there & man by the
{ name of withyeombe nominatsd [ some-
| thing or other at the May prim 7  An
wa réemember It, a man of that me wWas

running for Governor m few weeks ago.—
Oregon Messenger (LDrem.)

IL.at us hope that our Salem Demo-
crate neaighbor will continue to make
his opposition to Mr. Withycombe as
emphatic as possible, Mr, Withy-
combe is thHus advertised by his un-
loving friends. DIid The Messenger
ever hear the classic tale of Ajax and
the lightning?

The ten-acre Summer homestead
bill seems to be well designed, though
it may endanger the water supply of
Portland and perhaps other cities.
Commissioner Daly thinks it best to
oppose the bill. Would it not be wiser
to propose an amendment to curé the
objection? Surely it is an excellent
plan to make the forest reserves as
useful as possible

The news that Nelson's prayer was
read on all ships ls comforting to
every Briton, home-born and colonial,
Additional words of comfort might
have been given by stating just whers
the warships are and what they are
doing. ;

A racing programme that Is all har-
ness events are but what the
poblic wants and will pay to see Is a
number of running races. These pro-
vide the thrills that bring men and
women to their feet.

Belgium has protested to the
United States over the German in-
vaslon. Well, we're sorry, but we

politaly beg to be excused from doing
anything about It

Italy and Austria are about to be
drawn in, as well #¢ the Balkan staltes
and Turkey. Stowly, but surely, the
conflagration is spreading over the
whole world.

Although one word of common
sense would save them, the Germans
at Kilau-Chau announce that they
will fight. This is a strange old world
after all,

German
to clear
10 pro-

The proposal to bring
prisoners of war to Canada
the land is ticklsh enough
duce equine cachination.

Paris food prices, in common with
those of Berlin, are lower than usual,
We are the goats, thanks 1o our Dusy
little price jugglers.

At least men in the service of Ger-
man cruisers In the Pacific are not
likely to be bothered by Hfe Insurance
agents,

A French artillery commander dis-
patched his own son on & mission that
meant certaln death. War works
weird changes in the human animal.

The bravery of the allies Is ex-
tolled. But how about their co-ordi-
nation in military operations on a
large scale?

When an automobile can skid onte
the sidewalk the pedestrian's safe
course {3 in the middle of the street.

The war office with the speediest
typewriter is the one that wins the
most battles in the dispatches.

The greatest Ross Festival ‘yet is
being planped for next year. We are
setting ourselves a hot pace.

Darius Miller Is fortunate. His ap-
pendix was removed before the train-
load of first aids arrived.

The allles will ralse a war fund of
$100,000,000 for RBelgium. The Bel-
glans are earning it.

But If thig thing keeps up, where
shall we get our customers for the
Panama Canal?

Pleking the early hopa starts thie
week. Get your umbrella into com-
mission,

France declares that the Germans
are to be driven out of Belgium. Into

France?

Dollar wheat and ten-dollar hogs
make the Paclfic Northwest f{armer
rejoice.

1s the neutrallty law being violated
in seiling oats to Canadlans?

However, & really great battle re-
mains to be fought,

A Zeppelin fiying over London will
create & sensation.

Perhaps Germany was too busy to
ANSWer. '

The Yellow Sea will be blood red.

Sons of Alblon, attention!

VINDICATES MALTHUS

CONFLICT

War Will Be Natural Until Man Curbs
Owna Fruitfulness.

PORTLAND, Aug. 23.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—FPerhaps the war In Europe may
be explained In one word: overpopuls-
tion. The fecundity of the human ani-
mal s such that sooner or later popu-
lation will outrun food supply, and then
comes the bloody fight which deter-
mineés who Is ta control subsistence.

It is pretty generally agreed that the
great movements of the Slavie and
Germaniec barbarians southward upon
anclent Rome were causad by growth in
the numbers of ths Invading and mi-
grating hordes. Likewise the period of
peace preceding the Crusades had re-
sulted in overpopulation in relation to
the ability of =oclety to produce food
for Iits members, Hence an overflow
was necessary toward ths east. The
squilibrium was again restored bY
war, famine and epldemic.

The dlscovery of America in 1492
meade possible the expansion of popu-
lation and relleved the pressure in
Europe. Simllarly the religlous wars
of the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turles reduced the surplus

Ths wars of Frederick the Great in
the elghtesnth century made over-
crowding Impossible. The Napoleonlc
wars in the early nineteentll century,
with their toll of eight or nine mil-
lion lives, kept the population within
bounds.

Since the last great conflict, the
Franco-Prussian war_of 1878, the
powers of the western world have
been at peace with each other Sani-
tury and medical sclence has decreased
the death rate. The Germanic and
Slavie nations have increased vastly
In population. Territory In Europe, the
cultivable area, is !mited. The resuilt
is that these two prolific racesa are
treading on each other’s toes on thelr
respective frontlers. Either one of two
things was inevitable from the be-
ginning: war or ocontrol of human
fecundity.

Malthus has agaln been vindicated
in the essential soundness of his theory
of population. In only cne country In
the world has the Malthuslan law of
increase bean supersaoded by the in-
tarvention of human Intelligence, and
that is France. She may yet have L0
pay the penalty for standing &t the
front of civilization surrounded by na-
tions le=s capable of controlling a
great natural foree, that of human pro-
creativeness.

Of one thing we may be certiin:
will be Inevitable until mankind
learned to adjust lts own reproductive
powers to the capacity of the sarth to
bring forth sustenance. Any intelli-
gent farmer will tell you It Is easier
to overstock himself with cattle than
it Is to raise food to bring them to ma-
turity and fatten them for market,

It is much the same with the human
specles. Even with the most intensiva
methods of agriculture, re-inforced by
sclence and mechanics, the time will
come when population will press upon
food supply. Then an equilibrium will
be restored elther by nature through
war, famins, epldemic and natural ca-

war

hias

[ PURPOSE IS PLAIN SINGLE TAX

Amendment Is Dis-
Rigbyr.

the Edi-

81500 Exemption
gulae, Sars Mrn
VALE, Or., Aug. 21.—(To
tor.)—Do the peopls of Oregon 1\'nnt|
single tax? That ia the ilue:\ti-_rn.]
Whether to endure the Ils we have,|
without attempt to remedy them |
ically or fly frantically to the tangled
forest of theoretical taxation |
On the statuie boks today we have|
the law: “Uncultivated Iand shall be
as=essed as cultivated land equally sit-|
uated." While license is hers given
somewhat to the assessor, this one
clauss indicates & long stride toward
the Heonry George theory as oxplalned
in “Progress and Poverty.”
Comes now Barzee & Co.,
tion with Inde-Prohl-Oregon City
maker and candidate, presenting an-
other Henry George joker for the Ore-
gon voter to unknowingly confirm inl
the $1500 exemption act
They fi1] columns with speeific ax-|
amples showing how It would help
the payer of taxes as now constituted,|
taking taxation from the poor and |
placing it on the rich. Great 15 the
dodring of tha real facts, Great the
pandering to the prolatariat It muast
ba conceded at once that the exemp
tion will let those who have but a Lit-
tla persona] property and those who
never expect to have but littles per-
sonal property excape completely from
direct taxation at least
These are facts: If a county or mu-
*nicipality needs $10,000 and the tax
roll is $10,060.000 the rate must be 1|
pur cent. If there are 2000 taxpayers|
exempted 31500 ench the taX

log - |

in connen-
law-

roll Is di-
nt. The levy must then
be on visible property, land The
farmer who has bean exempted $15L00
must pay the higher rate on the re-
mainder, and when a new assessment
Is made lnnd values must
the rate is to be lowersd.

Attending to fundamental principles
ceasing to cover our tracks with super-
ficial and deceltfal arguments, if we
consa (o attempt o fill the peoplie's
mind with false logie and Impossibie
utopian ideas the story ls short, rom-
soning simple and the conclusions
axiomatic.

Taxation a
sociaty and will
vanced civilination.

If all personal
exemnpted, all tax
will tollow eolther a higher rates or
graatly Inereased valuation for taxn-
tion purposes on uded land, There will
be no other land to tax, as It musi re-
vart to the satate.

The land speculator
tionably be eliminated.
argument hare.

The valus of cultivated land wiil
measiured by the value of the improy
ments and cost of bringing unculti-
vited land Into producing condition
for the reason that,
the state, raw land will
the taking without

Are the people of
this condition? Are
to have thelr values Increased for LAX-
atlon and decromsed for transfer?

143-100 per co

be higher if

burdan
with

is necessury

incroass

phould ha

property
Iand, there

put on

will unques-
No chance for

be read
1

al
Oregon roady for

tastrophe or by artificlal restriction.
This conscious limitation is practiced |
todey by many, but the-vasli mass of |
mankind as yet knows nothing .'Lbout.i
it

Hence, much as we may dlsllke to do
it, we must reconcile ourselves Lo war

| erly

Bringing the eéntire country inte ona
homogeneous mass, filled with broth-
1 sach for the other, sach one
doing his part simply for sake of
dolng, with no other thought than the
gruni-‘ﬂl bénefit to his fellow man, be
he peasant, coolle, peon or Hottantat,

lova

tha

as naeturs] until the time comes when
intellizence will gulde man In the|
more efficlent control of his own frult-|
fulness, NEO-MALTHUSIAN, i

WHY SHOULD NOT WOMEN RISE?

to Mnake but to End
Duniway,

Mny, Not
War, Says Mrx,

They

PORTLAND, Ang. 25.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—=8itting at my window, reading

{s utoplan. Are the people of Oregon
ready for that condition?

Evidenca s plentiful, accantuated by
the presont world conditions, that we
are so closely related In Inesn and
all material affalre no hig busine
ean be hurt without all business
Deslroy blg business and
to the confuslon from which
id has so lately smerged

A people is ready to drag
when ready to endure the

L

S

W

suffer!
the |

end pondering over the terrible war
news, of which the press dispatches are
full. 1 cannot but wonder how much
longer it is to be before the women of
the specles shall he empowered with
sufficient ubiquity and wisdom to arise
in thelr might and refuse (o bear
soldiers at thelr peril. to' be bytchered
by hundreds of thousands at the com-
mand of the enthroned, intermarried
and interbred offspring of the Hohen-
zollerns, Guelphs, Habsburg, Bruganzos
and what-not, who are quarreiling
among themselves?

The only consolation I can gather
from all this terrible slaughter 1= the
hope that it may huasten the dey when
the people will arisa in their majesty
and demand the creation of the United
States of the World.

Who knows but that the mission
such world-renowned peace advocales
a8 David Star Jordan, May Wright
Sawall, Madam Breshkofsky and Carrie
Chapman Catt has been the means ot
stilling the mouls of the woman DOAs-
antry inte ultimate open vevolt? Thesa
pessant  women, having borne the
butchered soldlers at thelr perll, and
now harvesting thg crops to sedd
more soldiers for future slnughters,
studving out the why of it unll, as they
tol! in the fleldg while thelr hearts arae
breaking and thelr sons are rotting In
the trenches

The women's late peace conferences,
held at Budspest and Rome, followed
a8 they are, by the ipternational wars
that are raging, are slowly awakening
the peasant women of the w orld, arous-
ing them to a future uprising asgainst
the fiat of the double-and-twisted cous-|
inship of Huropean manarchles, requir-|
ing no spirit of prophecy to foratell an
approaching time when the mMOonarohs,
who create the wars, shall do their own
tighting and become the personil vic-
tims of their own butcherings

ABIGAIL SCOTT DUNIWAY.
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PRAYER AND FAITH SUFFICIENT

Mr. Hofer's Equipmeni Not Necessary
to Obtaln Raln, Says Minister,
CLATSKANIE, Aug. 23.—(To
Editor.)—Here of late, 1 bave
deluged with requesta

the
bean
to importune
Almighty God tv send rain. All admit
that the forest fires are dolng greal
damage, also that the lute polatoes,
gardens, ete, cian be greatly benefited
by a good soaking rain

1 was much amused upon reading Mr.
Hofer's description of the necessary
equipment for rain making. We nead
nothing but & direct answer 1o pPrayar,
God answers praver for material things,
as well as for spiritual. So let us ask
God to send raln when it Is needefl.

Christ sald: “Whatsoever ye dosirae,
when ye pray, believe that 3 roceive
them and ye shall have them. Paople
too often pray llke the woman who
prayed for thé mountains In front of
her house to be removed. In the morn-
ing when she looked out and saw It
ghe sald: “Just as I expected.”

1 will say, that we have held two
services this weelk, one Tuesday, the
other Wednesday In which we prayed
for raln, and that the forest fires might
be extinguished. The raln ls now
belng sent in smome places In direct
aAnswer to our prayers

1 therefors, now, ask that all who
may read this artiele pray fora general
rain. CHARLES T. MPHERSON,

—————
Reid Cross Needs Ald

WASHINGTON, D. €. Aug. 18.—(To
the Editor.)—The Hed Cross is greatly
in need of funds for its Wwar rellel
work. 1t is sending =surgeons, tralned
nurses, surgical equipment and hospital
suppllies over to ull the countries in-
volved Iln the war,

There are already thounsands of slck
and wounded men. Their numbers are
growing daily and any great battle will
add its tens of thousands to the number.

Our people have not yeot apprecimted
the great need for assistance. The Red
Cross would be very grataful if The
Oregonian could help It to arouse pub-
lice interest and uYrge people to con-
tribute to Its fund

Funds could be sent to the Red Cross,
washington, D. C, or to your local
treasurer. Donors may deslgnate, II
they so desire, for what countries they
wish thelr contributions used.

and privation incident during
terim of adjustment betwean
and the establishment of
pensation, If the peopl
have reached the soclalistic cont
wherein they are willlng to v
the mere salke of lving, Ignoring
terinl values and competitive suc
they are ready for single tax
The evils attendant radical a
change wlil be overcome in time; the
sorrow and sufferi of the rulned
will coase: the moans of misfortune
wiil gr sally die nway; the naw dis-
pensation will have its happinoess, s
pleazures, Its work its giIVInEg
taking in marriange: world wiil
to revolve; lhe n will
shine, tiie silver lining of the
change gold for BOm#a, black
spalr to others. The question remains
Do the people of Oregon want single
tax? JOHN RIGBY,
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Challenze Is Acvepled.

PORTLAND, Aug. 23—(To th Edl-
tor,)—Replying to the letter of Bartha
Dallinger In your Issue of August 21,
behal? of a party whe AT S
dotulls LT on ars i
d. T horeby accept thne challange
lioly debate the vaccination guos.
i1, 1814,
request
can
for

1 T will

when

to pul
tion, naming Monday, Augus
at 8§ I M. as the ta Wl
jerthe Dallinger to advise when i
meot her to perfect awrrangements
debalte.

I challange Bertha
proof of the statements of the vaceina-
tion in Japan, Italy or the United
States Army 8. Kubota, director of

s sanitary buresu of Japan,
“The number of cases of smallpox offl-
elally notified in Japan for Lthe year
1908 was 18,007, while the number offl-
cially recorded deaths from the sama
deseasp, during that vear, was G537
This was a cnse Tatality of more than
per cent
Japanese government roports show
171,611 cases of smallpox and 49,819
deaths from that deseass from 1833 to
1908, and in 1008 suffered the worst
epidemic of recent times The fore-
going ix o small part of the disastrous
results of compulsory vaccination In
Japan.

As to

Dallinger for

AN

>
-

Italy, Professor Carlo Ruats,

M. D., professor of hyglena in the Uni-
sayn:

of Perugla, Italy, “We
have a thoroughly wvacc
tion. I, In only ten
smaullpox carried off 89,430 persons. |
The repurt of the surgeon gonaral
thie United States Army for the
first six months of 10801 records 246
cases of smallpox, with 113 deaths, a
mortality of about 48 por cent, In
the threa years preceding, there were
among the recently vaceinated 708
canses of smallpox with 220 deaths., In
tha two YOArs precedir June, 1%00,
18,511 casen nceded hospital treatment
an account of veccination

There wers 29 ¢ and five daths
of smallpox on the U, & 8. Ohlo in-
volving Navy officinis  which. 1Is the
offieinl report within the last year
J. . BROOKS

versity

of

=

p—

arrangements for this de-
pate should be carrisd on by direct
sommunication, not by exchange of
letters through the medium of The Ore-
gonlan.

Further

Facts Against Fletion.
PORTLAND, Aug., 20.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—We protest that “Divorced Life"
is not true It I1s well written and in-
teresting, but we want 1o know how
Marien pays her rent at Placid Inn.
Places lilke that cost money, and since

minished $3,000,000 pnd the rate made|

belng owned byl
y for
- |

tha farmera ready |

down only

and

, Twenty-Five Years Ago

From The Oregonlan Ausust 24, 1889

Wiillams avenue presents & scene of
bustie and exclteameant. A gréeat many
men are laying the track from Grant to
Morris street. The street (s blockaded
with teams hauling away dirt and
other teams bringing gravel

DeWitt Talmage registerad &t
the Esmond Hotel yesterday morning
He left on the morning train for Sa-
lem and will raturn to Fortland today

Rev. T

The notes for the subsidy for bullding
the Waverly-Wao tock eslectric motor
line all taken with axoep-

are up, the

| tion of a tew smnll onea, and work will

fail

A force of men weére at work yea-
; completing the work of making

in between the ralla of the

motor line acroas the ateel

g0 nhead without

CON N8
elactri
bridge

1t

A refreshing raln fell from o 4

o'clock yesterday merning, which Iaid
the dust, washed off the follage, and
to & gregt extent disslpated the am ok

on Ssptemhear I Lhete
pearvice an ths Portiand
Rallway, with ]

o day

Commenoing
will be a m
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pouc
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1. The rate
plled to the assensed value |
| arty will produce the required

govarnment

2. It depends

property in

sconomy of putlic officials

2. The stata siatuts d¢
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| then only on propert]
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WT'he Wine Pre

FOREST GROVE, Aug
pditor. )—Please Inform mé
whare | can get "The Wine

| poem by Alfred Noyas
VA C

busls In

thn

(To

ARBOTT

The publisher la Frederiek A. Slo
Company, #i18-449 Fourth avenuse,
York City, the price of tha hook
60 cant Any book dealar whe
not the volume {n stock will obtain it

[
Naow
nalng

has

request

Advertising Good
Health

health

on

Municipal

various cities

are

ahe has none and has had no exparience
in atory writing she cannot expect to
live in that manner We Know by
sxperience that a few stories wrilien
pecidentally will not pay hotel billa.
Many of us mre working harder than
Warian and we cannot live at Flacid
Inn. Kindly tell us how It Is done
ONE IN A SIMILAR BOAT.

Megaphones for Military Use.

London Tit-Hits
Two hundred megaphones have been
ordersd by the British war office for
military use  They will he used chiefly
by artillery officers to give commands

Fleasa help the Reg Cross.
MABEL T. BOARDMAN.

at o distance.

advertising campaigns

on the public the necess

ancouraging

have

nont
14

jen whou neral

neamy to

iy good

in adverti

riining
an-
ith
irite dally they
inving authoer

Bn

hi




