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WHERE DUTY CALLS,

The turmell of the world throogh
the great war and the acute anxioty
of the United States that itz position
of neutrality be maintained at any
cost, short of the sacrifice of honor
or the National Integrity, have led
President Wilson to Insist that Con-
gress abandon Its plan of early ad-
journment and remalin in ‘session in-
definitely. 1t is a erisls that calls for
the highest expression of patrietlc
devation to duty from President down
to the humblest cltizen,

The President will not be found
wanting. Nor will the American Con-
gress. Nor will the great body of
clitizens

It would be nothing less than tren-
son for any any act of
commission o endenvor
either to iited Slates
to any entan g alliance In this
mighty crisls, or to precipitate the
country actively into the disastrous
strugzgle,

Only one member of Congress from
the Pacific Northwest remains absent
from his post of duty in this momen-
tous emergency, He has been away
from Washlngton since April. He iz
the Representative for Oregon from
fhe Third District (Multhomah Coun-
He alone is deaf to the call to

ity ).

duty. By his persistent absenteeism,
and by his flippant, irrelevant and
untruthful statement of his reasons
for his presence here, he makes It
clear that he thinks he can well be
spared from Congress He can be;
but ha is nevertheless derelict, and
he ought to be held acoountable to
his constituency for what he fails to
do in thls important matter, a= he

fills in all other important matters.

A NEAR-WAR EXPERT.

Some queer literary productijons are
doled out these days by & certain class
of publications under the representa-
tion that they are the work of mill-
tary experts. About the most welrd
that has come to our attention bears

the signature of Dr. Carl Armgaard
Gravea and is presented In Colller's
Weekly. Expert Graves claims to

hive been one of the Kalser's military
sples and he undertakes to tell all
about the Kalser’'s great fighting ma-
chine—the German army,

After wandering through a couple
of thousand words without shedding
mny light on the subject which heads
his article, and revealing little about
the reputedly great German flghting
maching except his own lnck of def-
{njte information on the subject, the
writer lsunches into an awe-inspiring
word plcture of the terrible German
dirigible air craft. With & few deft
strokes on hi= typewriter he throws
a Zeppelin into action, drops & few
tons of explosives from the clouds and
gets abluze such villages ns Paris and
London. Furthermore he shows that
there is no escaping these aerial mon-
sters. They can rise to such height
that the aeroplane cannot well follow.
As for aiming, the dirigible gunners
don't have to aim. They merely soar
over London or Paris and let drop a
couple of tons or so of special explo-
sives and the town catches flre Im-
mediately, =

It is . probable that Collleg’s im-
ported military expert prepared his
enlightening article before the Ger-
man fighting machine got falrly into

sotion, Otherwise the thought might
have occurred to him that the Ger-
mans should have used one of these

dirizibles at the Lilege forts, The spec-
tacle of infantry and cavalry charges
on-these forts was Joubly =ad If the
Germans had the means at hand to
destroy the forts by dint of a little
aetial voyage In a Zeppelin monster.
He might also have wondered just why
the English fleet’ i# being permitted
to sweep the greater portion of the
North Sea and why the Germans are
«having such a desperate time forcing
thelr way past Namur and French
artillery positions.

CANCER JIOUSES,

The Britlzh have an Imperial Can-
cer Research Fund which has just Is-
sued ita annual report., Part of the
report was written by Dr. Bashford,
an eminent Investigator, who treats
the zubject of “vancer houses." There
is a common bellef that certain houses
are infected with the cancer germ or
yvirus and that they communicate it
to their inmates. A person dwelling
in such a house is supposed to be far
more liable to acquire cancer than
other perople.

Dr. Bushford makes light of this
bellef, He reminds us that every male
nbove the age of 25 =tands one chance
in ten at least of dying from cancer
~and every woman one in seven, It ls
fiot necessary, therefore, to Introduce
any effect from infected houses In
order to account for a group of cans
cer cuses. The law of chances dis-
poses of them satisfactorily if we may
believe Dr. Bashford. In his opinion
it I= perfectly safe to live in a “can-
¢er house,” or ns safe as it Is to ifve
anywhere. In this age of the world

-the danger ls great enough whersver
one may happen to have his abode.

This 1y al! very well from the stand-
point of pure solence. Dr. Bashford's
remarks will he reassuring to persons
who are obliged to live In houses sup-
posed to be infected with cancer., But
after all he may be mistaken. He
draws his conclusions from a serles
of facts which may readily yleld the
opposite concluslon. The whole sub-
Ject of cancer Is enveloped In mystery
and “cancer houges™ nre as mysteri-
ous as the other circumstances con-
‘mected with that terrible malady. As
long 2s there remains a bare possibil-
ity that cancer may be communicated

“~from a house to its inhabitants the
= prudent will avoid suspected dwell-

ings. Theére may be no denger from
them, and yet there may be serious

-

Dr. Bashford's work iz useful be-
cause It warns us not to put too much
confidence In an unproved. theory,
but on the other hand the theory
which he opposes may be true. The
public believes that certaln housesare
infected with cancer. They believe
the same of certaln tracts of country.
Until the contrary is proved beyond
doubt it I= best to heed the popular
fulth.

TWO QUESTIONS,

QOur displeased friend, the Salem
Capital Journal, does not understand
how, without imconsistency, The Ore-
gonian can complain of dull times,
unemployed labor and deciining
wages, when it prints conspicuousiy
and even jubilantly the fact that the

dollars’ worth of goods In Portland
last week — “buyers’ week” —and
when It comments favorably upon the
optimistic and confident speech

under adverse

tion of belng hopeful
with Mr.

clrcumstances. We agree

fundamentally sound, We permlit our-
selves to rejoice when the barometer
of trade shows an occasional sign of
fair weather. What would our Salem
friend have us do?

But The Oregonian on its part de-
sires to direct an inquiry or two to the
Capital Journal as the representative
organ of Oregon Democracy in its ap-
peal to the public for nonpartigan con.
sideration of the merits of all candi-
dates, particularly the important
candidates,

Does the Salem paper support the
Oregon campaign for made-in-Oregon
goods? If so, why doeg It approve
the tariff which encourages, and di-
rectly brings ahout, the importation
of made=In-Europe or made-in-Asin
goods?

Does the Salem puaper know of any
Democratic Oregon newspaper that
through its professions of nonparti-
gsanship or in any other way, hns been
led to the support of any other can-
diddte than n Democrat for an im-
portant office? In other words, when
there is & falr cholce to be made be-
tweon a Democrat and a Republican,
when has the Hepublican been pre-
ferred to the Democrat?

MARRIED VOLUNTEERS RESTRAINED.
The Canadlan young man  who
wounld go to war s being required
first to secure In writing the consent
of his wile. Without this preclous
document no married man 18 permit-
ted to cast his lot with the BEritish
prmy and go forth in guest of advens
ture and the glories of wur. This is
& wise measyre. It Indicates that the
Canadian government Is more solie-
ttous as to the welfare of wives and
¢hildren than are many husbands and
fathers. 4

In the last stages of & great raclal
struggle, of course' it might be well
enough to take every avallable man—
and force to go those who showed no
wilingness, But the head of a family
who would rush off at the first beat-
ing of the drums should be restrained.
He may not be needed. Certain It Is
that there are plenty of single men
to fill up the ranks. Besides, how is
his family to subsist on the miserly
allowances that are given,the man In
the ranks? In no army does the re-
muneration suffice to maintain a fam-
liv: and this is particularly so in the
British =ervice, where a few shillings'
a month make up the soldier's pay.
Even British officers do not recelve
anything to speak of, either In peace
or War,

A man has reached a sad stage
when he will desert his family at the
first blare of the trumpets, led away
by 2 mere lust of battle which Is given
# halo bs the mMuch-abused senti-
ment of patriotism. Such a man Is
not patriotic. He is more brute than
man and It 1s well indeed to restrain
him, at least until such time as he
becomes & real necessity on the firing
line,

ALGEBRA FOR GIRLS,

We have just read in a contémpo-
rary some remarkable observations
upon algebra. The author Is furlous-
lv opposed to it ‘as a study for girls.
He savs nothing and apparently
knows nothing about its value to
boys. But that it is sadly injurious

to girls he is convineed upon the au-
thority of J. H, Francls, superintend-
ent of the Los Angeles schools,

Mr. Francizs propounds flve obhjec-
tilong to algebra. The first s that
“women absolutely and positively
have no use for it The only re-
sponse one can make to this state-
ment iz that it isn't true. Women
have as much use for algebra as men
have. If they intend to be engineers,
as many women do in these days, or
if they are preparing to teach, algebra
i{s indispensabls to them. It is needed
by a woman chemist as much as by a
man chemist, A woman architect
would find herself in sad straftz with-
out algebra, exactly ns a8 man would.

We wish Mr. Larkin had been a
lttle more moderate in his first ob-
jection, and in his second too, for that
matter., He says *it Is a total waste
of women's time to study algebra.”
It 18 & waste of their time If they do
not nead it in their careers. If they
do need It nothing could be more
profitable to them.

Mr. Larkin says in the third place
that algebra injures women's minds.
It was not 8o very long ago that we
were told thaf any serious study in-
jured women's minds. Algebra af-
fécts women's minds just as it does
men's. Some it injures, some It bene-
fits, There are women mathematl-
Loinns who study algebra, caleulus and
determinants with keen relish, A
Madame Kowalewski would s=mlle to
learn that algebra had injured her.

The fourth objection Is that algebra
has “permanently infured women's
health in hundreds of cases.” This
statement requires proof. Any study
may be injurious if it {&# unwisely pur-
sued, Algebra is like all the rest in
that particular. Nelther sex is im-
mune from such injury and neither
Is exceptionally subject to it. Eating
ple hasy “permanently Injured the
health of hundreds of women™ and
hundreds of men, too. 8o has drink-
Ing ice water on a hot day. Unhap-
pily the time has not yet come when
we can dispenss with common sense
in educating the young apy more than
we can in feeding and clothing them.

Finally, says Mr. Francis; in iview
of all these hideous factzs it iz '“a
erime to tench algebra to Bﬂs." Mr.
Francils’ address was deliverad before
the Natlonal Educational Assoclation
at St. Papl. It is a pity that the
teschers of the land were compelled
to listen to such nonsense. It Is not a
“urime” ,to temch any branch of

buyers of the state bought a mililon |

of | second it Is placed after the fina
Mr. Mills as to the banking slll:atiun,l
Evidently the Caplital Journal would | apoestrophe before the

deny to The Oragonian the <'nn3'Jia-E'-'r':"r""
| shop,

Afilis that the position of the country, |©
s0 far as the banks are concerned, is|inatingly.

no use, but It is just as foolisH "and
injurious to teach such nuvee.u to
boys, '

Mr, Fruncis might have speént his
allotted half hour before the associa-
tion to nobie advantagé had he en-
larged upon the folly of forecing in-
digestible knowledge into the heads of
elther sex. Applied to girls only and
not to boyvs his remarks bespeak a
narrow mind swayved by antiquated
superstitions,
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INCORRECT EXPRESSIONS.

A correspondent &t Salem wrltes
The Oregonian to Inquire whether
such expressions as “blacksmith shop,
barber shop, carpenter shop'” and the
llke are correct. There is no author-
ity fog any of them. He also asks the
same question about “biacksmiths'
shop, barbars' shop, carpenters’ shop.”
These are alss incorrect. In the Iirst
list the apestrophe is omitted. In the

I 45"

The proper usage l= to place the
tinal s The
t expresslons arve blacksmith’s

barber's shop, ciarpenter’s shop,
The same rule applics in all simllar
ases, but It must be applied diserim-
If two blackzmiths owned
n shop together we might properly
speak of *the blacksmiths' shop™ and
in like clrocumstances it would be cor-
rect to write “barbers’ shop.”

Good English is not a thing that
ecan be attained by .following blind
rules without thought. It requires
both knowledge and sound judgment.
There 5 hardly a rule of grammar
that does mnot have & greéat many
qualifications and exceptions.

AMEND SHIPPING LAWS,

The bill now before the Senate per-
mitting the registry of foreign-buillt
ships without restriction as to age can
only benelit the American merchant
marine, if Americans take the oppor-
tnnity to buy foreign ships and regls-
ter them in thig country. The United
States precluded by treaty from
admitting *to American registry ships
owned by citizens of belligerenis, and
lligerents will treat as enemy’s ships
any vessels (r ‘erred within thirty
dass of the decluration of war unless
they have passed into American own-
rship. Amerilcans can, however, se-
cure the rights of neutrals for vessels
of belligerenis which they buy and
register In this country.

The benefit of this law-in enlarging
our merchant marine will, however,
prove only temporary unless Congress
revises our navigation and shipping
laws generally. As these laws now
stand, the cost of operating ships un-
der American register i much greater
than under foreign register. The nat-
ural tendency mfter the war will be
for Americun owners to sell ships to
forelgners, who will then get the ad-
vantage of lower operating cost. We
should then become no better off than
we are now. The only means of galn-
Ing permaneni accesslons to our mer-
chant marine is to revise the laws In
such manner that ships can be oper-
ated ms cheaply under American ss
under foreign ownership. No time
should be lost about this, for the war
may be over before Congress meets
again In December. A commission 10
examine into the whole matter should
be appolnted at the present session
amd should report at the next session,
that a law may be passed and that the
shipowners may get the benefit of it
befors competition forces them to sell,

is

NOT A SAFBEGUARD,

One of the fanciful argumenis in
support of proportional representa-
tion is that fits effect would be to
shorten the initlative and referendum

ballot. The theory is that propor-
tional - representation would insure
minority organizations proportionate
representation in the Legislature
which would result in the Assembly
in “fair discussion of minority meas-
ures. Because of this pub-

licity ,of the merits and demerits of
bills offered by the minority mem-
bers favorable action cannot then be
long delayed on their good meds-
ures.”

Introduction of a bill and the
presence as & member of some one
or several men who approve it do
not necessarily mean that there #ill
be discussion of it merits on the floor
of the assembly. A majority 1= &
majority whether it be one or twenty
in excess of the minority and a ma-
jority in control of membership and
committee asslgnments can kill a bill
as promptly as it desires.

But were the facts otherwise and
had thers been proportional repre-
sentation in the last Legiglature there
is absolutely no indication in the list
of mensures submitted for the com-
ing election that any one of them
would already have been enacted. The
Legislature does not pass constitu-
tlonal amendments. They must be
submlitted to vote of the people. Nine-
teen of the twenty-nine measures are
proposed amendments to the constl-
tution. None of the ten bills Is a
messure offerd by party or organi-
zation of sufficlent strength to se-
ecure distinetive representation even
under the proportionsl system,

Of the ten bills submitted two were
proposed by the Legislature jtself.
They are not such as thould have
bean adopted by the Legislature.
They provide for millage taxes to sup-
port two mnormal schools now closed
by vote of the people. If these
schools are to be reopened the pedple
themselves should so elect. °

Undoubtedly six of the remaining
bills would be duly dlscussed and de-
bated were ther submitted to the
Legislature as It is now constituted.
Two perhaps would be summarily dis-
posed of, whether the Leglslature
were “proportional” or not. One reg-
ulates the hours and working condi-
tions of female workers in certain
employments, which s a matter al-
ready delegated by law to the Public
Welfare Commlission, an earnest,
capable body which makes its orders
and rules after careful investigation.
The other creates 4 tax code commis-
sion, something we already have,
Nelther one should be on the ballot
or ocoupy tha time of the Legislature.
The six remailning measures are the
following:

Nonpartisan judiciary measure.

Authorlzing municipal wharves and
docks.

Consolidating state corporation and
insurance departments.

Dentistry bill,

Abolishing Desert Land Board.

Providing for primary delegate
elections,

The voter should not h&ve been
pothered with the necessity of con-
sldering several of the foregoing, but
there 18 not the slightest assurance
that he wonld have had that relief
were proportional representation In
effect. That particular proposal must
stand on its own bottom. It is not

making the Legislator's constituency
widely scattered and unknown to him.
In exchange for representation based
on population, residence and well-
identified constituency, it offers rep-
resentation on the basis of the Lagis-
lator's general peolitical beliefs and on
a constituency throughout the state
unidentified except as having so much
numerical strength.

Russian millionuires expelled from
Germany say they “now for the first
time in thelr lives know what poverty
means.” Having learned the hard
lesson it iz to be hoped that they will
not forget it and wlll feel sympathy
for those who suffer poverty not
merely for a few days In an emerg-
ency but all their lives long. Many
wedlthy persons are crusl to the poor,
not so much from Intention as from
ignorance. Experience never has
taught them ‘what poverty means.

Of late years a great many old

stahles in New York have béen made
over Into dwelllngs. They are spa-
clous, well-bullt and readily lend

themselves to artistic fancies. Peo-
ple who do not like the narrow quar-
terg offered by apartment houses
have found comfortable refuge in
these bulldings where the wealthy
once Wept their horaes. They can
be transformed to houses at small
cost and the result 1s said to be high-
ly satisfactory.

Edinburgh has been’ celebrating
John Napler's tercentenary, He wuas
the man who invented logarithms, the
greatest labor saver ever devised for
calculatora, He was a contemporary
of Kepler and Shakespeare and in
his own province was as remarkable

as elther of those genfuses. His log-
arithms were caloulated by delving
into the Inner nature of numbers

without help from the higher mathe-
matics. Now thgy are readlly repro-
duced from easy formulas;

Now thegDemocrats are attempting
to blame thelr tarlff fallure and
treasury deficit onto the war. The
weather, no doubt, s to blame for
their other ghortcomings.

Just one gleam of humor glints

through the murk of war. If the
Kaijser should win there arse mnot
enough crows In the world for the

subsequent big feed.

There is here a Federal Commis-
slon to learn what Is the matter with
Oregon. That s easy work. There
is nothing the matter with Oregon.
Oregon Is all right.

After thirty-five years of wedded
Hife & locn! couple seek dlvorce, After
sticking it out that long they should
have tearned to adjust all differences
between them.

An American just back from Ber-
Hin savs he saw in the streets of the
Imperiul capital® Russians kicked by
Germans. Did he expect to see the
reverse?

To avoid complications Germany
would like to give her territory- over
to China. But China very naturally
sldesteps the troublesome gift.

It appears that wve narrowly es-
|caped being forced Into Mexico two
weeks ago. The possibility still looms
ominously on the horlzon,

It was high timea. John Barrett
broke loose on American opportunity
in the dinky republlies. It Is that for
which he draws pay.

Anvway the price of dried fruits
has dropped so that the boarding
house habitues will be able to have
pie for desserl.

When Knowles emerges from the
woods today he will find that history
Lhas made papid =trides during his
brief absence,

1t s reported offlcially that the

British army has landed in France,
Another drop In the international
bucket.

Canadian wives object to thelr hus-
mands going to war, but they will
warm up when the blg fighting be-
gins.

Transfer from Brussels to Antwerp
{s said to be not of Immediite neces-
alty: Just mrrc\Lm bhe on the safe
side.

Although' the distance Iin miles is
gemall the Germans stlll have a long
wn_v'm travel before they reach Paris,

The hunter who starts a forest fire
to run the deer out of the woods
should get at least & life term.,

The ' vaudeville end of it will be
staged when Turkey, Italy and Greece
begin In the Dardanelles,

With the international lineup
twelva to three some Interesting
r be locked for.

flghting may
. s =

Well-oiled machines handled the
Nebraska primaries. § Nearly every=
bods* was renominated.

Colonel Hofer might at least make
an attan: to brenk the drouth with
material at hand.

It appears as if Ttaly will heve to
fight after all in order to keep out of
the war. ]

Vietory seems to rest with the
ecountry which gets out the last dis
patch.

Now that the Czar is done “making
medicine,” his troops will begin to
fight.

The President urges us not even to
take sides psychologically In the
fuse,

That i= a “ripping’ fine board of
directors for next year's Rose Festl-

val.

Villa, who Is & real fighter, must
regret he is not living in Europe,

Westarn ~Oregon’s mast
season Is now at hand.

delightful

The real victim of the war is the
Bwiss hotelkeeper,

Are ‘you still able to afford sugar
with vour tea?

his minister

Alfonso and have

short memory.

Aug., 19.—(To the
Edlitor)—Be his views ever 50
much nt viarlance with those of the
ordinary medlical man, one cannot help
but marvel st the impregnable assur-
ance of those doetors on whom falls
the duty of acgualnting the public
with the policles of the American Mod-
joal Assoeiation, Dr. Calvin S White's
views as reporteg In Iast Sunday’'s
Oregonian are as fair an example of
this as can be found.

Briefly, he Rdvocates the “socializa-
tion of mediclne” with a view to ex-
amining every mnn, womnu and child
at least once & year. The doctur very
astutely observes that under the [llic'..i-
doc-

PORTLAND, Or,

--nt‘reu'imv people “'don't go to A
tor luntil they are forced to,” so It is
patural to conciunde taat the doctor's

Utopla would involve examination that
was compulsory.

He i8 teported further as affirming
that “efforts to get people to have
themselves examined nt lesst once a

vear have borme some results, but not|

The only way this

widespread enough
stato liself

can he managed !s‘for the
to take hold of It.”

Of course. the avowed end In view
the lengthening of our days and de-
populating our eleemosynary instita-
tions. The guestion ls, *WIill 1t do It?"
anidd we may pass over ns merely in-
cidental the point which some might
ralsa us to the profit which would ac-
crue to an army of state-pald M, D.s
In answering this, lst me countar-
assertion with a few observed facts.
These facts pertain to the uncertainty
of medical diagnogis, ang let it be re-
membered that the success of Dr,
White's plan must depend In the first
place upon the accuracy of his vearly
dingnosis.

In 1910 Dr. Richard C. Cabot read a
notable paper at the annual meeting
of the Amerlean Medleal Association,
entitled, *A Study In Mistaken Ding-
nosis,” in which he analyzed “the
clinlcal history of one thousind cases,
dingnosed by himself In the AMassachu-

2

setts General Hosp tal, which after-
Wird came to autopsy. In the course
of this discussion Dr. "Cabot frankly

b=

admitted an appalling discrepancy
tween his clinilcal flndings and
revelations of the post-mortem exam-
Inations, The net result showed that
the diagnosis was correct in only about
50 per cent of the enure aggrezation
of cases: in the other 50 par cent the
post-morten demonstrated that he was

the

mistaken In his diagnosgis, either bY
commission or omission; i. e, hoshad
gither dlagnosed conditions whigh

ware not present, or hag overlooied
those that were there. Accordin® to
Dr. Cabot's statements,_the percentage
of correct diagnosi= reached the low
figure of 16 per cent in acute nephri-
tis, 20 per cent In acuta perioarditin,
22 per cent in chroniec myooarditis, and
50 on. .

In commenting on this
Drugglst says:

“Now, If & man of Dr. Cabot's ree-
ognized supremacy in the fleld of ding-
nosls, with the courage and candor to
face the real facts, confesses that he
j= only ahle to make a correct diag-

nosis in something line 60 per cent of
undertakes, and

the Natlonal

mll the cases tnat he
considerably less than that in those
diseases which make anything like a

tax upon expert skill—what s the ir-
resistible conclusion concerning the
thousands of practicing physicians
whose skill In this direction Is admit-
tedly far below that of Dr. Cabot, who
have not the facilities that lle at his
command, and whose opportunities for
veritication or disprooof are practl-
enlly nil?

There I8 much evidence thut might
be submitted on this subject und that
mlght prove more damaging than
the above. Undér the circufstances
| submit that the state would be act-
ing outside of its provinee In anforc-
ing the physical sxamination of its
citizens when zuch examination 1s
fraught with so much uncertainty.

THOMAS R. REED.

ALARM OVER WHAT MIGHT HAPFEN

Correspondent Sf!‘:-"‘.“rﬁlr-'l Trust” at
Work Again in Health Suggestion.

HOOD RIVER, Or., Aug, 10 —(To the
Editor.)—In The Oregonian, Sunday,
August 16 thers appeared an article
headed "“Periodical Health Tests Are
Advised.” most of which was quoted
from Dr. Calvin 8. White, secretary of
the State Doard of Health.

Dr. White states ghat “The guestion
of unlversal periodic medical examina-
tion 1= now a foremost toplc in the hig
Eastern ecenters” Who {s keeping It
“foremost,” the people or the doctors?
Are the people crying for and insisting
on compulsory medical inspection?

Further-on Dr. White says, “Efforta
to get people to have themselves exam-
ined at least once a year have borne
Bome results, but mnot widespread
enough. The only way this can be mtn-
aged, he says, “is for the state ltself to
talke hold of it.” In other words it is
is plainly evident that Dr. White 15 In
tavor of a law in Oregon which will
make medlcal inspection compulsory at
lonst once a yorr, and If such a law 18
enpcted, every man, WOman and child
will be compelled to present themuelves
before a doctor and be examined.

Who will the examining physic
be? Consider this guestion for just
momant.
it Is ndvocated by the sgecretary of the
State Board of Health From this ws
can be reasonably sure that the en-
forcement of this law will be left to tlar

the

"
This is to be & state law and

State Board of Health and that
Board of Health of each county, ciLy

and village will be instructed to look
after their respective distriets,

Who comprises the membership of
the Bosards of Health throughout not
onky this, but other siates? They are,
almost without exception, memb« of
the American Medleal Association, wha
areé practically all “regular” or Allo-
pathle physiclans. .

If such A law is passed will we be
permitted to choose our own physiclan
for this examinption? Wil the State
Board of Health be satisfied with a cer-
tiflcate of health from a Homeoopathic
or an Osteopathic physician, or anyone
elae not A& member of the American
Medieal Association? You can resi as-
sured they will not.

The doctors complain that the legul
price of examination for a marriage
licensa ie too low, Supposc we set the
price of this compulsory examination nt
two dollars sach. With a population of
72,765 (1810 ecensus) the American
Medleal Association in Oregon slone
would reap over $1,345,630, to say noth=
ing of the amount that would be added
to thelr coffers through the treatmant
of diseascs they would “find.” No won-
der they want compulsory modical ex-
amination under their supervision.

A.o the people of the State of Oragon
to be compelled to consult n physician
and yet be prohlbited from having the
phygleiun of their choice?

FRANK CHAM.

B.

Suznr In United States.

PORTLAND, Aug. 18.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—What per cent of the suger con-
sumed in the United States s home
production, including Amerlean pos-
sessions?

What Iz the percentage
ported from Germany?

The United States has been getting
{ts supply from Porto Rlco, Hawall and
the Philfppines, with occasional very
gmall importations from Java, Mexien
and Chill—none from Germany. The
beet sugar crop ‘ef this country is
600,000 tons, which will supply
domestic demand for two months,

The consumption of sugar In
Unitad States in the calendar Yyear
1918, estimated by Collett & Gray,
New York. was as follows: Imported
from Hawall, Porto Rico and FPhilip-
pines, 2,608,832 tons; domestic total
(eane, maple, beet and manufactured
from imported molasses), 783,200 tons,

is Im-
T. 5.

that
1.

the

the

MULTNOMAH, Or, Aug. 19—(To the
Editor,)—One who devoles any time Lo
stiudy and reads the Oregonian must re-
mark from time to time such editorials
as the one ontitled “Commercialined
Muse,” published recently.

In The Oregonlan u few years back
one poet contributed his wall captioned
“Starving to Dedth as n Poet.™ It shows
that the people can have a dead Homer
for nlmost nothing. Why, then, afford
means of livellhood to a lasy, good-for-
nothing lout whoase wife If ha had one
waa probably taking in washing?

We don't want any prying and impu-
dent Homers or Platos reporiing our
kusiness deals to future gonerations
We are 50 ashamed of them ourpelves
that If there was any possibllity of
thelr becoming known even though we
ourselves were dead and forgotten we
fenr It would disturb our rest. |

Our railrond embankments will speak
some kind of riddle in the 75 or 100
centuries they last but the language
will be jnore obecure than that of the
sphinx or the pyramids.

One feels Inclined to smile on looking
up from Homer's descriptive langunge
about the swine and sees how exactly
he has depicted the human heart today
ns waell aa In the day he wrote, “Seven
Cities begged Homer dead where HVIng
Homer begged his bread.” The poet
drawing down from 220,000 to $100.000
n year royalty doesn't need to meditate
ns strenuously as did Homer, 8o while
his needs are better suppliied his words
may not be quoted as gospol as long as

i

was Homer. So what will the book-
worm Iin 3000 years think of the con-
trast between Homer who will still be

on the shelves of any good library and
our priesent-day outbursts. of exalted
lingo M praise of some breakfast food,
automoblle or palent nostrum?

We add more volumes to the shelves
of the library in one year than repre-
sents the entire- output of anclent
poetry, philosophy and wall other sub-
Jects for 2000 years. What chance thon
ean auch ephemeral loglc have with
that which has sfbod the acld test |
long and s still above the water-mark
of the stronge tempest that the
have hurled us?

it it could rally
Captaln Kidd and Benedlet Arnold in-
tended on dying to bequeath their 11-
gotten ganins to the cause of education
what a spur tho rprising American
would have to f« r in thelr foolsteps

1t the verses could bes printed It
would say that & graduate of the Chica-

LY LA

be o

known that

go University and a book-worm in a
Curnegie library ocould find places in |
which they were regarded with con-
tempt, but of course such places are ex

tremely rare and are casily nvolded,
but stil]l one must deplore the fact that
‘“learning™ was “late deceasod In beg-
gary” and wonder when an American
can be found who has devoted his life
to study Instead of the sporting page
and has met with hi= reward,

I sincerely hope you give the enter-
prising people who also claim them-
gelves to be the true seed more nuls to
crack. |

D, HOLADAY
—_— -
KAISER'S POWER IS8 DISCUSSED
Extent of His Authority in “nkltlul

- Peace and War,

TACOMA, Aug. 1B —(To the Fditor.)
—The Amen Corner of the Tacomi
Commercial Club Is an institu n
whete the members “contradict™ and
read The Oregonlan. One member from
Tha Dalles calls It his Bible. Reference
I= had In this contribution to an edl-
torial upon the powern of the Kalaer in |
the matter of declaring wur. A friend |
of the war lord quotes the Imperial
constitution that says ‘In -!I--].:l'.r...;l
wir the can act upon his ow:
initiutive in repelling an Invasior |
of Gern and In all other in-|
s the consent of tl Bundesrath
or Federsa! Councll, representing the
statds, Is necessary. |

In making tredaties the Kalser
[ er s Jimited by this clause of Uhe

i
constitution: “"When a treaty with a for-
:lgn atate Involves mutters which come
r article fo rial
oti not 6nl it of the
indesrat noecessa the conciu
in but the approval of the Relchstag |
ia essential to thelr valldity.”
Another bone lon in
corner Is the right Kulswer
dissplve the Relchstng, friend sayvs,
=ubstance, thut he dissolve
1 hiz own sweet will the
That PO the
with the
the Kal
|

of content the
of the

Hie

cannot
Helchatng,
constifution

with th

Bundesrat consen
ger, The dlsselution Is upon the
» of the Felderal Council. When
d, an clection of new membars

@

alwnye for filve years, must follow and
thereafter within M days tho"new |
Felchstag must he convened,

THE AMEN CORNER, |9

B relopedin Britannica

Sy 8

The

“The « utive power Is In the
peror's hands, He repressnts the
pire Internationaily and an  declars
war, If defensive, and make peace
well aa enter into treatles other
nation=s For doclaring offenslve wir
the consent of the Federal Councll
{Bundesrat) must be obtained,

Of the 58 members of the Bundearal
17 are appointed by the Emperor
King of Prussia 1d his tnfiuence I
such that he dominates that body and
;s therefore practically ab

ign affalrs. For the same
ounn bring about dissolution
Relohstug at will, for he call
the Bundesrat to take the initiative
We may have erred as to the form of
the constitution, but we wers sube |
tinlly right as to Its practienl work
ing. -

_ - ——— = |

Law of l.lrtrfll‘l in Washington
THE DALLES, OR., Aug. 1 Lthe
Editor. )—Kindly tell me to wham prope
erty would go In the state of Washing-

ton if sald properiy was lefi by a de-
ceased wife who was survivel
children by a first marrings and by =

gecond hushand, If properiy was n
quired before the second marriage and

with the help of the children he |
lady's .firat husband belng decensad,
and having no children by the spconn
marriage, could the second hu hand
clalm a share of the property according

of Washin

NQUIRE

to the laws of the state

The property would go to the chiid-
ren: the husband would recelve no part ‘

e e -
Garnishment of Wages,
PORTLAND, Aug 18 —(To the ¥Hdi-|
{or.)—Kindly Inform m It vendor can |
attuch vendee's wages to enforce :!‘1\-i

ment of account, A SUBSCRIBER

Wages to $785 earned in tha
days preceding attachment are oxemj
except that one-half of such amount
may be nttached for Indebtedness In-
curred for actual family necorsities

up

Would Starve Belligerents.
ROSEBURG, ©Or., Aug, 1i.—(To
Edltor.)—In The Oregoninn today yeou
hive a lengthy article, “We Muat Feet
Europe.” 1 bellave you dre right

abou

the source of supplles for the fighting
countries, but would It not be far bot-

ter for the Unlted Stutes to notify the

belllgerent natlons that they ean have

neither food nor money 1o 1 K

thelr warfare, but both As soo 1.

peace Ly declared? CURTIS P, COE
i ———

Where Mints Are Loeated
BYLVAN, Or., Aug, 17.—(To the EAl-
tor.)—Please enlighten  your <ouniry ‘
readers ne to the various places wheras
tha United Btates Government has es-
tablished mints, Each coln bears an in-
itinl Indicating point of origin, but

gsome of thege are unknown to our eiti-
zens. COUNTRY SUBSCRIBER.

New Orleans, Philadelphin, San Fran-
cleco, Denver and Carson City.

on Business
The Value of a Trade-Mark.

The trade-mark is the mankfue-
turer's “econt-of-arms."” As
toeratie Yumilies Europe
kvnown by their heraldi
the American anuiacturer
known by the trade-mark
]\.rmi.h':.
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assuranee of quality, and a
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The President of the United
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make him any difforent from
other baby, but now most any ma
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Woodrow Wilson
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worth several million dollars. Any
eracker manulaeturor l'--'_‘]lt in

crease his  sales a thousand -fold
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