WIDE INQURY OVER
HGH PRICESBEGUK

President Wilson Orders Bu-
reaus to Ascertain if War Is
Pretext for Rise.

PUNITIVE MEANS SOUGHT

“I's Damnable if Merchants Selze
De-

Upon Situation for Gain,
elares Secrelary Redfield—3
Departments Investigate.

—

WASHINGTON. Aug. 13.—President
Wilson set the machlnery of the Fed-
eral Government in motion today to de-
termine whether the cost of living 18
being increased “upon the pretaext of
the conditions existing In BEurope.”
ealled upon Attorm-yu_‘.encrnl McRey~-
nolds to report if criminal proceedings
were warranted and Iif any new law
were nDecesaary The President may
send a special message to Congress if
new legisiation is found to be needed.

“{Certainly the country ought to be
defended,” ths Presldent wrate to the
Attorney-General, “if possible, agalnst
men who would take sdvantage of such
clrcumstances to increase the price of
food and the dirticulties of ving.”

Investigation Begun at Once,

Attorney-General Mc Reynolds at once
pet at work the bureau of investigation
the Department of Justice, which

of
has hundreds of agents throughout the
country. Agents of the Department of

Commerce aleo wers started on the In-
quiry and Secretary Redfield conferred
with Secretary Houston, of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Congresemen who already have In-
troduced resolutions to investigate the
rise in prices and others who are pre-
paring similar measures viewed the ac-
tion of the Administration with satls-
faction. They pointed out that while
fiour particularly has taken a great
jump In price, wheat exports practical-
1y are paralyzed and millions of bushels
are piled up In elavators or in freight
cars strung dcross the continent.

10,000 Asked for Frobe.

Sacretary Redfleld wrote Chalrman
Adamson, of the House commeérce com-
mities, suggesting an appropriation of
$10,000 for his part of the Investigation.

+If the present stoppage of trade
with forelgn countriesa ls made the basis
for an attempt in this country to put
up prices artificially.” sald the Secre-
tary, ~it is unpatriotic. I may say &ven
damnable.”

The food gquestion was the first into
which President Wilson plunged when
he went back to his desk taday after
his return from Rome, where he buried
Mra Wilson. His letter to the Attor-
ney-General was as follows:

“The rapid and unwarranted increase
tn the prices of foodstuffs in this coun-
try on the pretext of the conditions ex-
isting In Purope is so serious and vital
a mutter that T take the liberty of call-
Ing your attention to it

Way to Punish Asked About.

7 will be very much obliged If you
would adyise me whether there is un-
der existing law any action which the
Departmant of Justice could take,
eithar by way of investigation, or le-
gal process, and what Federal legisla-
tion., If any, would in your judgment,
be justifiable and warrantable in the
clireumstances.

I feel that this is a matter which
we cannot let pass by without trying
tn serve the country. Certainly the
country ought to be defended, If pos-
sible. against men who would take
advantage of such circumatadces to In-
ereass the price of food and the diffi-
cuitles of living.”™

Attorney-General McReynolds at once
replied:

“The head of our specinl agents has
been instructed to give directions to his
men throughout the country to begin
investigation in order to ascertain the
real facts, and T am sending the various
District Attorneys similar Instructions.
This should enable uer to secure somae
definite information In respect to true
eonditions.

“May I také the liberty of suggesting
that perhaps the agents of the Depart-
ment of Commerce could render walu-

nhle assistance along the lines Indl-
cated?
“When we have become somewhat

more familinr with the exact situation,
T hope to be able to makes you soma
suggestions In respect of legal procesd-
ings or appropriate legisiation.

“The Department has for some time
been making Investigattons In varions
directions concerning the price of food-
stuffa"

CHICAGO CAFBES" PRICES RISE

Stockyards Situation Firm, All but
Ezzs Showing Increase.

CHICAGO, Aug. 13.—Increases In liv-
ing expenses spread today to Include
most of the more pretentlous cafes and
clubs, and a general rise of prices was
marked on the bills. In spite of threat-
ened investigationa by Nation, state
and city, there was no reduction In the
cost of staples for home consumption.
Al the stockyards there was no change
in the wholesala price of ments. Cattle

and hog recelpts continued under nor-
mal and the packers, declaring they
were facing the greatest shortage In
thelr history., kept the prices firm.
Almost all the staples showed =a
alight ineresase, with a firm market
Wholesalers advanced butter half =

cent for good grades, potatoes & to 10
cents a barrel, rib beef from 21 to 22
cents. loins from 2@ to 24 and chucks
from 12 1o 13% cents

Egzz wers hall a cent cheaper.
Retnll meat dealers denied state-
jents from the packing-houses that
high meat prices wera due to & phys-
1 shortage and wera not Influenced
by the war times.

*Retallers are charging but 1 cent
more a pound for ments than they pay.”
sald one retall denler with several big
mmntown stores.

Hea declared the packers had prepared
for just such a shortage by filling the
coid storage houses, snd that the in-
crease was not justifiable,
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PORTLAND STARTED

Waszhington's Order to Investignte
Prices Recelved Here.

An order was received this morning

Deputy United States District At-
torney Johnson from Washington to
investigate the sudden I[ncrease In
price of foodstuffs since the deciaration
of the European war. The invesatiga-
tion has been begun, says Mr. Johnson,
and evaery effort will be mads to dis-
cover whether any merchant or dealer
is working In violation of the Sher-
man antl-trust bllL

“] ean see no reason for the price In
foodstuffs going up.” saig Mr. Johnson,
“and 1 am heartily in favor of the in-
vestigation. If we discover that any-
one has viclated the Eherman law we
will prosscute him. 1 think the =step

by

taken by the Government will greatly
pasist in lowering the prices of food™
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“WEST POINTERS" OF AUSTRIA,

Shows Members of Royal Kedeten Schule, the Military Trainl
Austrisn Army Belng Reviewed

by Archduke Leopold Salvator,
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Engaged In Milliary Conference on Fleld of Action.
‘

AUSTRIA ALL READY

Late Archduke’s Changes in
Army Notable.

OLD GENERALS RIDICULE

During First Year as Chief Army
Inspector Develop
New Soldlery — Present War

Will Bring Out Results. )

Maneunvers

BY J. VON MAKDYCH,

Pirst Lisutenant Ausirian Army Reserve

The clash of Russia and Austria did
not come unexpectedly. The Iissued
declaration of war caused in the mon-
archy neither consternation nor fear.

From the beginning of his activity
as Chlef Army Inspector, Archduke
Francis Ferdinand undettook changes
in our army which brought forth n
head-shaking of many generals of the
old school

During his first year as Chief Army
Inspector occasional trials were had at
the Fall army maneuvers, which easily
could hawve resulted in loss of life, but
fortunately transpired without damage
or casualties. Reglments of infantry
and cavalry actually were overshot by
weakly charged shrapnels in order to
accustom the men to act under fire
Granats, steel granats and shrapnels
were used In these (rinls, which
brought forth great admiration of the
attending foreign attaches,

Neither were the advantages and
benefits to be derived from another
novel institution at all eppreciated
from the beglnning. We have refer-
ence now to the weekly mock battles.
On & certain day of each week the en-
tire corps of officers of each regiment
was sssembled under the leadership of
the commander of the regiment, who
thereupon engaged in and discussed the
theory of a battle in & given locality.
Besldes this there was held once a
month one great sham battle in which
all officers of the entire garriszon took
part and which lasted at least two or
three days.

The preferred territory of these dis-
cussions and shsm battles was the Rus-
sian frontier, and in our opinion there
j& hardly a stretch or tract of land to
be found in that locality which has not
been studied in the most thorough man-
ner during these trials. As a conse-
quence, we will not be fighting on
strange territory. and during these
trials not only battles were discussed
which already have been actually
fought in this war, but all eventualities
were considered, great conaideration
having been given to the supply of am-
munition, provisions and forage.

Provided with general and special
maps, each individual officer was

obliged to act ans independent com-
meander of his division and take a hand
as occaslon would require, all mistakes
or bad moves belng corrected and ex-
plained by the leader of these discus-
slone. Consequently our corps of offi-
cers has been trained by these tactics
that in case of dire necessity even the
youngest officer can take command of
a given division of his troops without
lotting the occasion find him undecided
or incompetent. In this manner the
team work and the individual as well
as the concerted actlon of the varlous
army divisions has been Inereased
greatly in efficiency. We lay it great-
Iy to these weekly war discussions and
sham battles that the outbreak of the
war found us ready on such short no-
tice, with our commissary and ammunl-
tion departments well supplled. Only
now, and chlefly by this war, will it
be proved what an efficient tutor Arch-
duke Francls Ferdinand was, whose
death means an irreparable loss to the
Austro-Hungarian army.

DREAM OF YEARS GONE

GEORGE GIUSTIN UNABLE TO GET
PASSAGE TO VISIT MOTHER.

Court Interpreter Returns to Post and
Reports Thousands With Fares
FPald Are Stranded.

Balked by the European war from
a visit to hls aged mother, whom he
has not seen since he wWas a young
man, George Glustin, Austrian inter-

preter In the Munleipal Court, re-
turned to Portland yesterday f{rom
New York. For years ha has saved

and planned on the trip. Two weeks
ago, before the war situation looked
%0 serious, Mr. Glustin bought his
ticket and left to reallze his dream
of years.

In New York City he was met with
the information that he could not get
passage acroes the Atlantle. In waln
he tried all the steamship companies.
No boats would risk a voyage.

His mother lives at Dalmatia, Aus-
tria, which is outslde the War zone,
and Mr, Glustin, even after war had
broken out, hoped he would bs able
to get there. Himself nearly 60 years
o}d, he can hope for few years longer
in which to see his mother allve.

In New York he met thousands of
forelgners who wanted to go to thelr
native countries, but could not get
pussage.

“The confusion among these people

ig terrible,” sald Mr. Glustin. “Every
man s fighting for some sort of a
chanee to get back. Only the reserv-
|sts have & chance.
. “People have come to New TYork
from all parts of the United States,
their tickets bought and pald for, only
to find that they cannot get passage.
They wait in New York, hoping that
something will turn up s0 they can
get through. Their funds dwindle and
right mow many of them are desti-
tute.”

¥Forced to pbandon one of the dreams
of his life in America, Mr, Glustin re-
turned to his post in the Munieipal
Court yvesterday.

GABLE 13 GENSOREL

United States Virtually De-
cides on Policy.

NEUTRALITY IS SOUGHT

Belligerent Nations, However, as
Well as Large Commercial Inter-
ests, Joln in Desiring Un-
hampered Communication,

WASHINGTUN, Aug. 15.—President
Wilson and Secretary Bryan discussed
at length today a plan to apply at all
cable affices |n the country the same
censorship which recently had been
placed on wireless stations to prevent
neutral territory from belng used as a
base for the transmission of milltary
or naval Informution to the belllger-
ent countries of Europe.

At the conclusion of the conference
it became known that the President
and Mr. Hryan were agreed that an
impartial enforcement of neutrality
would require censoring of cables as
well as wireless,

British Advantage Noted.

A new phase was called to their at-
tentlon, however, which has delayed
final decision until tomorrow's Cablnet
meeting. This Is the comparative ease
with which England could evads the
tzen.wrsblp at cabla offices In the United
States by having all her messages sent
b; telephone, telegraph, maill or mes-
senger over the Canadian border for
transmission through the Canadlan ca-
bles at Halifax, N §.

although the German government
has protested ngainst the unrestrioted
u'sa of the cable by England from the
United States whila German-owned
wireless ¢ mpanles and other stations
are unable to send code messages, the
ellmination of all forms of censorship
in the United States on elther cable or
wireless Is sald to be the wish of the
Germans as well ag «ommercial com-
panies concerned.

Law Studied Carefully.

The question of the authority of this
Government over the cable companies
and its right to prescribe the conditions
under which they shall operate has re-
ceived careful study at the Btate De-
partment in connection with the sub-
ject of nsutralizing the radlo systems.
Though the question !s new and of
great importance, the officlals have
satisfied themselves that the Govern-
ment Is entirely within lts rights,

Strong representations have been
made to the State Department not onl¥
by belligerent natlons, but also by the
great commercial intarests, ageinst any
attempt to control either the wireless

' MAP SHOWING SEVERED GERMAN OUABLES.
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I'T TAKES strong clothes

to old the active boy--the
only kind of clothes that this

Bring your boys in to-
day and see how nicely we can fit them out.
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systems or cables. The German gov-
ernment made such representations in
behalf of the station at Bayville, 160
and Tuckerton, N. J, and the Marconl
Company, the Britlsh pioneer organiza-
tion in wireless extension, has pro-
tested agalnst any Interferance on the
part of the Government in the work-
ings of its stations.

WILL cUuT PRICES

Canada to Pass Law Placing

Hands of Judges Ample Powers,

OTTAWA. On*.. Aug. 13.—A law 10
control prices of fuel and all neces-
sities of life will be enacted by the
Canadian parliament which meats next
Tuesday In special session to pass War
measures,

The government will enact a statute
by which the prices charged by manu-
facturers, wholesalers and retallers
may be brought before a judge and, if
found that advantage has been taken
of conditions created by war unduly
to advance prices, they may be re-
duced by a court order.

COURTS

in

Since the declaration of war ths
charges for flour, fuel, sugar, tea and
other commodities have I0-

many
eteased throughout Canada.

It Is expectad that parliament will
bhe asked to impose some form of war
tax. The revenues of Canada are de-
rived chiefly from customs duties.
Curtallment of Import orders, due to
financial stringency. had seriously re-
duced the government's revenue b
fore the war., Since then, the shrink-
age has been more sérious.

The government finds since that
time it cannot borrow in London. The
modest contribution of ald for Eng-
jand and defense of hersgelfl which Can-
nda made Is costing thousands a day.
It is regarded as certain that the fi-
nance minister will ask for the im-
position of war taxes to enable the
administration to financa its military
and civil affeirs

ALL GARGO RATES SOAR

EVERY COMMODITY SENT FROM
SEATTLE TO EUROPE INCLUDED.
i

and War-Hazeard

Danger of Seizure
insurnnce Responslible for Rise
by All Lines.

SEATTLE, Wash.,, Aug. 13 — (Bpe-
cial.)—On sccount of treumendous risks
of selzure by the belllgerent nations
of BEurope and the increased cost of
maintenance of shipping facllities ne-
cessitated by war-hazard Insurance,
rates on every commodity transported
by steamer between Seattle and ports
in Burope leaped skyward today.

Seattle representatives of the big
lines operating between the North Pa-
cific and Europe announce that, effect-
jve immediately, rates on canned sal-
mon from Seuttle to London and Liver-
pool will be advanced from 40s 6d to
§0s: JTumber from Tés to 100s; whale
oll from 40s to G0s; wheat and flour
from 40s. to 50s.

Tallow, scrap metal and general
freight has been advanced 25 per cent.
The new rates are effective on ship-
ments made either by way of the Pan-
ama Canal or the Straits of Magellan
fn vessels of the regular lines.

The rates on wheat and flour, which
became effective August 1, are §2.50
to Japunese ports, $3.,60 to Honkons,
ard $4 to Manila and Shanghal

It is now proposed to advance the
rates, effective Immediately, to $5 from
Seattle to all ports in the Orlent, with
the exception of Shanghal, to which
port a rate of $5.60 has been pro-
posed. An advance of 26 per cent on
all other commodities is under con-
sideration.

The lines affected by the new rates
to the Orient include the Royal Mall
Steam Packet Company, the Blue Fun-
nal line. the Nippon Yusen Kalsha and
the Osaka Shoshen Kaisha, the Ham-
burg-American line and the Great
Northern Steamship Company.

All these companies, with the ex-
ception of the Hamburg-American
line, will recelve freight

HOLMES CASE IS PENDING

Civil Service Action Deferred Until
Examination Is Checked.

Until the offjelal examins x J. A
Foullhoux and Thomas Pumphrey, have
time to check over the examination
papers in the recent civil service axam-
inations for the position of chief of the
Bureau of Highways and Bridges, noth-
Ing further will be done in the case of
H. W. Holmes, who now holds the po-
sition of chief of the burean In spite
of his failure to pass the examination.

The Clivil Service Board declded yes-
terday that nothing should be done
with the case until the examiners go
over the papers to ascertain if Mr.
Holmes could have passed hmd his pa-
pers been rerated with others,

Astoria Pythians Incorporate.

ASTORIA, Or., Aug. 13.—(Special.)—
Artlcles of Incorporation of Astoris
Lodge, No. 8, Knlghts of Pythizs, were
filed in the County Clerk's office to-
day. The incorporalors are the fol-
lowing officers of the lodge: Herman
D. Kribbs, chancellor commander; A.
J. C. Schroeder, keaeper of records and
seals; C. W, Bar, L. M. H Wise and
Thomas B. Loughery, trustees, The
property owned by the lodge s valued
at $5000.

A womnn at Abdertysswg, In the Rhym-
rev  Vailley, Wales, gave birth to four
children recently, nune of whom lved more
thas & ceuple of hours, ’

18 TREATIES RATIFIED

Senate Puts 0. K. on Bryan’s
Peace Measures.

TWO COMPACTS HELD UP

Further Consideration to Be Given
to Cases of Santo Domingo, Now
in Revolt, and Panamau, Which
Has Canal Agreement.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 13.—Eighteen
of the 20 peace treaties with foreign
nations providing for commissions of
inquiry before resort to arms in Inter-
national disputes which ordinary re-
sources of diplomacy fall to settle wore
ratified by the Senate today. The
treaties with the Dominlcan Republic
and Panama were held up for further
consideration,

Treaties ratified are with Norway,
the Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland,
Denmark, Italy, Salvador, Guatemaln,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Bolivia, Perela,
Costa Rica, Venezueln, Uruguay, Ar-
gentina, Brazil and Chile.

Twe Treatles Postpened.

Postponement of action In pacts with
the Dominican Republic and Panama
was determined on after spirited de-
bate over present relations betweoen the
United States and those republics, Thea
United States |s now engaged in nt-
tempting to settle a revolution in San
Domingo, and it was suggested that
the pending agreoment might conflict
with existing treaties.

Senator Fall led opposition to ratl-
tication of the Panama treaty in Its
present form. Under the Panama Ca-
nal act ships of that republic may pass
through the canal free of tolls. Sen-
ator Fall urged that any new conven-
tion should prevent the possibility of
complications arising through an alll-
ance with foreign interest by cltizens
of Panama (o purchase ships.

Investigation Is Provided.

The treaties ratified are generally of
the same character and scope. They
provide for the creation of an Interna-
tional commission with each country to
which disputes that may arise in the
future which diplomatic methods fall
to sdjust shall be referred for investi-
gatlon and report, and the parties to
the treaties agree not to declare war or
begin hostilitles during such investiga-
tion and before the report is submitted.
The life of the treaties is limited to
five years. Tho contracting parties are
not bound by the finding of facts as
made by the international commisnion,
but each reserves the right to act inde-
pendently on the dispute after the re-
port of the commission shall be aub-
mitted.

“The main purposes of these treat-
fes,” says the committee, “is to give
time for natlons engaged in interna-
tional controversies to reflect and to
afford opportunity for subsidence of
passion before hostilities shall begin;
before the passions of war shall have
inflamed & nation an opportunity is
given for the Influence of peace and
reason to prevall.”

Poanamna, Honduras, Nicaragun and Per-

sin contained a proviaion, which the
Senate eliminated, providing that thae
contracting parties agree not to ine
crense thelr naval or milltary pro-
grammes unless danger from a third
power should compe puch Indreass
pending repert of the International
gcommission. The committes agrood that
this provision “would produce compli-
cations and might embarrass this Gov=-
|orrmwn1 far more than benefit (0"

BIG LOAN FROWNED ON

i\\ilaml Opposes Morgan Pian to Ald

| French Finances.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 14 Progldent
Wilson was confronted today with the
problem whether American bankers
shall be permitted to float loans in the
| United States for any of the nations en
| gaged in the war,
| Though the President has not reanched
| & final decislon, he s strongly oppromed
| to the idea. The question arose through
| the desire of J. P. Morgan & © to
il‘i--nl a loan of several hundred mililon
dollars for the French government Ins-
lqtm'y was mnde of the State Depart.
| ment by the Morgan firm ns to whether
| the flotation of such a loan would be
]rcu:.lrde.! as a violation of neutrality
I.‘innrelnry Bryan discussed the subjoct
| with Mr., Wilson, who s studying it
jl‘nr\-fuﬂy befors returning a finpal an-
sWer,

Besidea J, P. Morgan & Co,, It la sald

that another New York banking houss
of prominence Is desirous of floating &
loan for Austria, but the State Depart-
ment has not yeét bhean approached, Ra
far as could be learned tonight, with
any formal Inquiry ss to guestions of
neutrallty involved

While there Is no provision in the
American neutrality wtatutes smninst
the lending of money to forelg na-
tions and no international agrecment
exists forbldding 1t as a violation of
netutrality, the Prealdent’s judgment In
that If it wers parmitted serious mis-
understanding might ensue in Furaps
ar to the real attitude of the Govarn
ment and people toward the different
nations In the strugsle

A loan was flonted for Japan at the
time of the Russo-Japanese war. hut
notwithatanding the precedent it 18
President Wilson's bellalf that thes In-
fluence of the American wearnment
ought to be exerted so far mx possibls
toward reducing the lensth f tha
strite, rather than adding «loments far

He s
of

its prolongation Mk ewd on
posed to the sending jarge guant)
ties of gold fram the 'nited States at
a time when domestic finane Ial needs
ars paramount
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