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AMERIGAN EXPERTS
WAGE WARON PAPER

United States Army Officers
Say Germany Must Ad-
vance Through Belgium.

FRENCH FRONTIER STRONG

Division of Kalser's Fleet Viewed as
One of Weakest Places in Ger-
many's Lineup—Strategists
Point Out Flaws.

WASHINGTON, Aug. §.— American
Army officers think In the campalgn
through Baiglum lles Germany's only
hope of marching her wsoldlers into
¥rance. Nven allowing for the mne-
cestity of ecrushing the Belglan army,
ithe experts here regard this as the
motet feasible point of attack.

For nearly 40 years the French en-
Eineers, among the ablest in the world
in sclentific design, have heen labor-
ing like beavers constructing fortifi-
cations of earth and steel, even Includ-
ing great revolving turrets like thoss
of & dreadnought, that now practically
covar every mila of the frontier be-
tween France and Germany and south
of Belgium. In the estimate of Army
enginecrs these defenses are Invul-
nerable except as agalnst an army
vastly outnumbering the French forces
behind the parapets and in the rifle
pite.
American Axiom Applied,

American axiom |s that one soldier
belhiind such defenses as the French

have erected on this frontier Is equal

to four in the attacking army.

This ratle of effective defensive and
offensive power might be greatly re-
duced by systematic siege operations,
but this would Involve the expenditure
of that most precious factor in a cam-
paign—time. Therefore, the beginning
of the campaign in Belglum hag baen
expected here and the outcome s be-
fng nwalted with greut Interest by
the genaral staff.

The belief is that the Belglans for
the present will confine themselves Lo
obstructive tactics [n the German
front, feinting and skirmishing and
falllng back =0 &s to reduce the per-
centage of loss and losing no oppor-
tunity to harpss the advancing German
army and Iif possible to cut Its line
of communication.

While this going on American
strategists belleve the French forces,
which are very numerous in the nelgh-
horhood of Rheims and to the mnorth
and south of that fortress, will come
to the ald of the Belgians,

Giermany's Weankness Clted,

Thus, It was suggested tonight,
within one Year of a century after the
defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo, the
Germans and French and Belgians may
come together again in 8 decisive bat-
tle In almost the saume theater of this
War.

Today's report of naval engagements
in wvarious places were regarded as
precursory of many similar events in
the four quarters of the globe. Nawval
strategists are quick to polint the les-
son of the dangers of a division of the
flect. Germany has weakened her po-
sition by clinging to the old practice
of dlspersing her neval vessals far and
wide in time of peace, falling to guard
against the outbreak of a sudden war
that would make concentration impos-
sible.

AMERICA OFFERS TO HELP

{Continued From First Page.)

and French emhassies and Belgian le-
gation called at the department.

Mr. Bryan delivered the message to a
representative of the legation of The
Netherlands and other countries not
directly involved, but as & matter of in-
formation to their foreign offices. The
diplomats expressed no opinion to the
Secretary, but some of them told news-
papermen aftarwards they belleved
the situation had gone too far to be
balted by mediation The Ausirian
Ambassador thought, however, that
even if the offer were not.-accepted, a
sudden turn In the mllitary or naval
sspect of the war might Influence an
Acceptance.

Move Carefully Welghed.

The offer of the United States was
made after many days of careful con-
sideration by the President and his
Cabinet. The Cabinet almost unani-
snously supported the proposal. From
the first the [dexhad beén in the minds
of Administration officials, but as the
President read dispatches from Ameri-
can diplomnats reciting the failure of re-
pented efforts on the part of other
powers to mediate in the dispute when
it was confined to Austria and Servia,
and later between Gérmany and Rus-
sia, he was not encouraged.

As long as European nations them-
seives were endeavoring to adjust the
gituation, Mr. Wilson thought it was
the traditional duty of the American
Government not to interfere.

When practically all Europe suddenly
became inveolved and the United States
stogod forth as the solitary power of
absolute neutrality, the President acted
with dispatch.

Crinis Brings Quick Move.
wrote the brief note, sent It to
Bryan, who promptly ap-
proved, und late last night the mes-
sages were =ent to Europe. It Is be-
lieved the message to Emperor Wil-
ltam was delivereg before the cable to
Germany was cut. One of the secre-
taries of the German embassy, however,
sald today he would In all events try to
get the message to his government by
wireless

From the character of the Inquiries
made by American diplomats of their
own initiative, the prospect for an ac-
ceplance by some of the European ne-
tlons was considered Dbright at 1ihe
White House. Great Britain and her
allies, it is belleved, will accept, but
no assurance of any kind has come
from Germany. Should the Emperor
agree, it Is thought the entire situation
would be settled by pacific mesans and &
ETeat war averted.

Bryan's Influence Felt.

The most recent example of media-
tion was the adjustment at Niagara
Fulls by Argentina, Brazil and Chile
of the international side of the Mexican
tangle. Secretary Bryan has been an
avowed champion of the principle of
medigtion and was Instrumental in
urging the American Government to
accept “good offices™ In the Mexlcan
situation. The central theme of me-
diation which s to suspend hostilities
without ceasing milltary preparations
and discuss peace in a calm and concil-
fatory spirit, is embodied In 20 peace
treaties drafted by Secretary Bryan,
which were favorably reported by the
Senate committee on forelgn relations
today. Action was taken on them at
this time with the hope of exerting a
moral influence for peace in the pres-
ent situation. The treaties would
provide an international commission to
investigate causes of dlsputes within
& period of six months or more before
rosorting to arms.

The President and Mr., Bryan await-
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ed tonight answers to thelr messages
to Europe. Difflculties in communlca-
tion may delay them several days.
Some countries, 1t was pointed out, may
purposely delay thelr asnswers until
later In the conflict, The President's
offer leaves It open to them to accept,
if not now, at any time as the sltuation
develops,

John Barrett, director-general of the
Pan-American Union, who discussed
mediation with the British Ambassador
today. told him he cpuld count on the
hearty support of South American ne-
tions In forwurding mediation.

“Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Uruguay
und practically all of Bouth America™
eaid Mr. Barrett, “are hit harder by
the wir than any other ‘section of the
world, and the peculiar situation in
South America may prove a powerlul
srgument with the German Emperor In
causing him to listen to the President's
proposal of mediation, sspeciaily on sc-
count of Germany’'s great commercial
field in South America.”

Another basis for hope was the fact
that Inasmuch as the United States is
in no way party to the European dis-
pute, a rejection of her tender of good
offices would be contrary to the spirit
of The Hague conventlon, which spe-
cifleally suggests that "in case of se-
rious disungreement or conflict, the =ig-
natory powers sre to have recourse,
as far as clrcumstances allow, to the
good offices or medlation of one or
more friendly powers.”™

Artlele three of The Hague conven-
tion mays:

“Powers, strangers to the dispute,
have the right to offer good offices or
mediation, even during the course of
hostilities.

“The exerclse of this right ean never
be regarded by one or the other of the
parties In conflict as an unfriendly act.

AMERIGA 13 ASKED
10 REA33URE GHINA

Oriental Government Wants
United States to Request
Neutrality in Far East.

REFUSAL SEEMS LIKELY
NS

Action Taken in 1870 During Fran-
co-Prussian Outbreak Not Viewed
as Applicable Now in Light

Developments.

b See Us

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6.—(8pecial.)—
The government of China today ap-
pealed to the United States to intercedes
with the warring powers for the pur-
pose of assuring maintenance of peace
in the Far East,

While this Government has not yet
made Its fAnal answer to the Chinese
government, there Is every indication
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PLANS.

1 vital importance of Belgium In a war between
Germany lles In the fact that unlese Germany may move koross Bel-
Elan territory, neutralized by treaty, an invasion of France
to be through the heavily fortified French frontler proper.

northeastern frontler of France is, roughly, 440 miles in length,
2850 miles these frontier

German territory.

the neutrality of Belglum observed the scene of action would
be reduced to the splendidly fortified Franco-German frontier proper
This line of defense runs, broadly speaking, from Verdun to Nancy,
to Belfort and to Besancon. H
of fortifieations extending
oost, and all facing the German horder.

this line of fortifications France has & second line of de-
fanse, running parallel from Rheims to Chalons and
to Langres to Dllon and to Besancon.
120 miles from Parls, and the first frontier
iine of fortifications is, roughly speaking, from 140 to 220 miles from
'} The French frontler from the Strajt of Dover to
Forman territory, the line which separates France from Belgium and

Thus a German advance through Belgium
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“Independently of this recourse, the
signatory powers recommend that one
or mora powers, strangers to the die-
pute, should, on their own initlative
and, as fnr as circumstances may allow,
offer their good offices or mediation to
the states at varlance.”

None of the powers, it was pointed
out, would suffer any disadvantage
through the acceptance of mediation.
Under The Hague convention the part
of the medlator conslsts in “reconciling
the opposzing claims and appeasing the
feeling of resentment which may have
arisen between the states at variance,”
and mediation "has exclusively the
character of advice” and “never binding
force.™

Tha first step which the United States
would take In the event of a general
acceptance of Its proposal would be to
suggest o suspension of hostilities. This
would not involve any Interruption or
délay in mobillzation or measures of
preparation for war,

RAINBOW QUITS STRAITS

Canadian Cruiser to Ply Outside to
Reassure Britlsh Ships.

SEATTLE, Wash.,, Aug. 5.—The Can-
adlan crulser Ralnbow, which has been
stationed at the kKsquimalt naval sta-
tion, neur Victoriu, pussed out of the
Strait of Fuca at § o'clock this morn-
ing. The Rainbow is an old boat, and
her armament ix not formidable. It is
supposed that she will crulse off Cape
Flattery to reassure British ships,

So far as known, there is no hostile
war vessel nearer than Mazatlan, Mex-
{eo, but rumors have been widely spreag
that German crulsers were l¥ving In
walt off Cape Flattary.

Ambassador Willard Relurns.

RICHMOND, Va,, July 5, —Joseph LK,
Willard, Ambassador to Bpain, will safl
aboard the Tennexsee, returning to his
post in Madrid from the bedside of his
sick daughter, Mrs, Kermit Roosevelt,
in New York.

Dardanelles and Bosphorus Closed.

CONSTANTINOFPLE, Aug. 5 — The
Dardanelles and the Bosphorus were
closed today in order to preserve the

that the Chinese government will be
informed shortly that the United States
does not consider It advisable or prac-
ticuble to take the step requested.

It is possible, however, that the
United Stutes will undertake to make
representations to European belliger-
ents with a visa wto securing exemption
of forelgn concessions in China from
becoming the scene of confilet. Pro-
visions in the treaty of 1868 between
the United States and China afford a
basls for such restricted representation
to the powers by the United States, but
it 1s not belleved China's broad propo-
sition will be viewed favorably.

Action In IS70 Is Dasis.

Regarding the
FORD MOTOR CO.

Profit-Sharing

514 Alder Street

Jord.

“ THF UNIVERSAL CAR N

Runabouts $440.00
Touring Car $490.00
Town Car .. $690.00

F. O. B. Detrot

The above prices guaranteed until August 1, 1915,
against decline.

$250 Down

7 % Interest on Deferred Payments

FORD AGENT

Your Credit Is Good

Prices Reduced $60

1915 Prices on Ford Cars Announced

This year the buy-
er of a new Ford
car, no doubt, will
share in the com-
pany’s profit from
$40 to $60 on his

purchase

Our Credit Terms Reduced

Balance in Six Monthly Payments

Buys a New Ford Car
BENJ. E. BOONE & CO.

Portland, Oregon

-

The request of the Chinesa govern-
ment was made by Yung Kwal, secre-
tary of the Chinese legation. He based
his request on action of the United
States Government in 1870, during the
war hetween France and Prussia.

At that time Secretary of Stite Fish
brought about an agreement samong
the respective belligerent govern-
ments and also betwesn respective na-
val commanders in Chinese waters to
refraln from hostilities In those waters,
The baxis o©of Secretary Fish's appeal
and the reason for its success at that
time was his representing that fight-
ing between French and Germans in
Chinese wauters might provoke them
into a general warfare on all nations.

It is understood, however, that the
State Department does not view the
situation in China and the Far East
in the same light as did Secretary of
State Fish during the Franco-Prussian
war.

GERMAN CABLESARE GUT

COMMUNICATION WITH EMPIRE IS
PRACTICALLY DEMORALIZED.

Hritish Veasels Thought to Have Sev-
ered Line From Asores—Warring
Natlon Well Hemmed In.

—_—

NEW YORK. Aug.
communlication with Germany

stopped today.

The German Atlantlc cable lines from
New York to Emden, via the Azores,
were cut about 1:830 A. M, &t some
point east of the Azores, pousibly by
British warships. The Commeteial
Cable Company, which operates the
American end of this llne, made the
announcement of the cutting today, and
rafused to accept messages for Ger-
many. It was denled that the lines
had been cut by British warships on
this side of the Atlantic. The cable was
working, according to announcement
as far as the Azores.

Charles P, Adams, second vice-presi-
dent of the Commercial Cable Company,
said there was no trouble with the
regular Commercial Cable Company's
lines, which run from New York to
Nova Beotla and thence to points on
the English Coast. Communication with
England over these lines was still be-
ing maintained. No hope was held out,
however, for any Iimmedlate restora-

B.—Direct cable
was

Present Situation Different.

There is not basis for & belief that
the belligerents, In view of the large
and important Ihterests and possessions
of thelr respective enemies in China,
would pay uny attention to proposals
that they refrain from striking at their
enemles in that part of the world any
more than In Europe.

Nefther s It now considered that
hostilities between the European bel-
ligerents, with the possibllity of Japan
taking & hand 1n favor of her ally,
England, will arouse China to anti-
forelgn outbreaks. The fear of such
outbhreaks was the chief reason ad-
vanced to Seeretary Flsh end the basis
on which French and Prussians then
consented to them.

Great Britsin imporits more than 20,000,
000 botties of minersl waters annually,

neutrality of Turkey.

veoq

Mediterranean. 1
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WAR MAP SHOWING PRINCIPAL POINTS FIGURING IN WEDNESDAY'S HOSTILITIES.

1—Guernsey, Channel Isiands, Near Which French Warahip Capt .
Off Which Firlng Was Reported. 3—London, Where There Is
Hull, Engiand, Where Several German Stenmers Were Seized by Great Britain. S—Calais, France, Off
Which French Torpedo Boats Captured Two German Vessels. S—Namur, Belgium, Scene of German-
Belgian Clash. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11—Brusseis, Beigian Capltal, and Liege, Verviers, Stavilor and Spa, Belginn

Cities, Around Which Fighting Raged.

Germany, Base for Operations of North Sea Fleet.
Are Fighting French Defenders. 10—&Gibraltar, British Foriress and Naval Base for Operations In

ers. 17—Dnardanelles Stralts, Closed by Turkey, Imp

r

2—Deover, England,
—

3 G

-Grﬂlesl Activity im Mobilization.

12—Tatburg, Holland, Selzed hy Germans. 1i%—Hambors,
14—Napcy, France, Around Which German Invaders

0ft Which French Fleet Saak German Warshlp and Captured Two Oth-
Black Sea Fleet.
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tion of communication with Germany
over the direct lines,

The culting of the German cable be-
tween Emden and the Azores virtually
complates the isolation of Germany
from communication with the outside
world, except so far ag messages may
be exchanged by wireless,

All direct communication with the
United Btates is severed; hercaftér all
news of happenings in Germany wiil
have to filter through hostile coun-
tries; Russla, on the ecast; France on
the west, and England on the north

All the submarine lines in the Medi-
terranean Sea belong to the Eastern
Telegraph Company, a British concern,
and any German news that did make
ita way to Southeastern Europe
through Austria-Hungary would not be
transmitted over the lines of thia com-
pPANY.

News of the cutting of the German
lines between Germany und England
may be expected &t any moment. Al-
ready these lines are im the hands of
the military authorities, where they
land on British territory.

All the Jand lines from Germany in
every directivn except to Austrie-Hun-
gary have been severed.

AMBASSADOR ABUSED
QUITS BERLIN,

HUSSIAN
HE

Crowds Spit In Faces of Embnssy 8

selnky, American.

ST. PETERSBUHG, Aug. & (Via
don.)—The Russlan Ambassador
Berlin, M, da Bverbew, and his staff
reported to have been subjscted
much abuse after the decla
war., Some of the members of the
bassadorial suite, Including Prin

tler, of Boston, and Flrst Secretar
Embassy Charovitskl nre
actunlly to have beon struck
gong in the crowd, which followed t

by

GERMANG ARE HOSTILE
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Lon-

tion

Belogselsky. who was Miss Susle W

nllagead

motorcars to the rallroad
they were leaving
According to an
bassy was surrounded,
| Ambassador, who ‘was
A% | mounted police, deparied
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Any cable from Germany to Norway —
and Sweden which may stlll be In ope-
ration is compagatively wvalueless, for
the reason that news, to reach the out-
side world, would have to be relayed

to England.

WAR MAP

Lands Involved

S IN DEMAND

—_—

Books in War

Are Readily Sold by Stores.

Bookstores in Portlang simply have
been stripped ot wir maps of all kinds
and there has been a demand for books
on the countries invelved in the pres-
ent war that threatens to call for rush
orders to the Eastern houses to keep
up with the demand,

“Maps hanve been sold ranging all the
way from 25 cents to §75, 1o persons of
every nationslity interested In the
struggzle,’” said J. T. Hotchkiss, man-
ager of the book department of Gill's
yesterday. “Ons man bought a colos-
sal map for $7d.

“The call is steadlly increasing. 1
have wired two orders for maps and
it begins to look a= though book orders
will have to follow. Books on the
Kaiser and on Germany are most in de-
mand, although histories of all other
ecountries Involved are In demand.”

The Public Library has experienced
a startling war activity. Miss Hunt
has issued orders for a special "“War
Litrary” to be complled.

CANADA BUYS SUBMARINES

pPominlon Takes Two Vesscls Just
Finlshed for Chile.

SEATTLE, Aug. bM—~Two
submarine vessels just completed at a
Seattle shipyaro for the Chilean navy
have been sold to the Canadian gov-
ernment. They proceeded to Victoria,
B. C.. under thelr own steam last nlght,
They are each 0 feet long and of 430
tons.

The Chilean government was to have
paid $600,000 for the submarines, which
had been christened Iquique angd Anto-
fagasta, and It Ig8 supposed that the
Canadian government pald this sum in
caush. There had bzen a controversy
between the bullders and the Chilean
government over whether tiie boats ful-
filled thelr promise in the contract.

THE LUSITANIA SAILS AWAY

Under Cover of Parkness Big Liner
Puts Off; No Hostlle Ship Seen.

NEW YORK, Aug, §,—The big Cu-
narder Lusitania, whiech sailed under
the cover of darkness early today, was
to the eastward of Nantucket this
afternoon and proceeding on her course

There were no hostile warshlps in the

on

th
of

powerful

vicinity, as far as could be learned.
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