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3 DIE N FOREST
FIRE NEAR DRAI

Others Injured and Lumber
Camp Is Destroyed, While
Flames Spreading.

DYNAMITE BLAST IS CAUSE

Men Fighting Fire Suddenly Sur-
rounded as Wind Caunses Change
in Course—Omne Leaves Bride
of Only Three Months.

DRAIN., Or. Aug. 4.—(Special.)—
Three men lost thelr lives today in a
forest fire which destroyed all the camp
equipment and three donkey englines
of the Leona Mills Lumber Company,
two miles west of the town of Leona.
The fire is still raging and a large
force of men are fighting it

The dead are John P. Durfee, Albert
Bafley and George Hughes.

Hiram Applegate and severa] others
were badly burned.

The fire started from a log on which
two blasts of dynamite had been
placed. ©One of the charges did not
exploda and the men were afrald to
approsich the spot to combat the fire
until it had spread beyond control

The victims were caught when the
wind suddenly changed the course of
the fire, surrounding them.

Mr. Durfes i& survived by a wife and
two children, and Mr. Hughes leavea
a bride of three monthsa.

TOWN IN IDAHO IS MENACED

Force of 900 Men Struggles to Stem
Conflagration Near Bovill.

BOVILL, Idaho, Aug. 4.—(Special.)—
Forest fires tonight are threatening to
destroy Bovill. Potlatch and Elk River
have sent Iarge numbers of men, bring-
ing to 800 the force that Is fighting the
fames. Practically all the women and
children of the town have been taken
to places of safety.

Everything at Perdue and Camp
Elght, with the exception of the ma-
chine shops, has been burned.

No lives have been lost, but narrow
escapes have been numerous. Settlers’
homes throughout the fire area have
been destroyed, and the losas of hay-
filled barns, horses and other livestock
has been great.

From what can be learned the fire
aran rere about 15 squaye miles and
the flames are racing toward Collins
and Elk River.

Large crews of men along the fire
front wre working under the leader-
ghip of T. P. Jones, superintendent of
the Potlatch Lumber Company, at Bo-
vill

Last night 40 men patrolled this town
to prevent looting, which seemed to be
imminent. Men who refused to work
on the fire line were arrested by
Deputy Sheriff Pat Malone and locked
in jail.

The filre Is within a quarter of a
miile from the outskirts of Bovill. The
town has no fire protectlon, and even
the supply of drinking water gave out
yesterday morning.

FIRE NEAR JASPER SERIOUS

Large Force of Men Assemble to

Protect Nearby Farms,

EUGENE, Or, Aug. 4. — (Special.) —
A large force of men was assembled
Jnte today at Jasper and from the
farms in the vicinity of Thuston, elght
miles east of Eugene, to filght a firs,
étarted two days ago by lightning,
which has become dangerous.

J. M. Skinner, deputy fire warden, re-
turned today from Cottage Grove and
fmmediately took steps to get In touch
with the fire at Jasper and also with

a serlous fire at Vida. At Cottage
Grove he left elght men In apparent
control of a fire east of Coast Fork

after It hax burned over 100 acres,

Eight men are also In charge of a
fire east of London, which has burned
over (0 acres.

SLASHING FIRE STARTED

Precautions Taken to Control Burn-

BI1G

ing of 110 Acres at White Salmon.

WHITE SALMON, Wash, Aug. 4—
{Speclal)—The largest slashing fAre In
the White Salmon Valley this season
was the li¢-acre clearing of the Acme
Orchard Company, which wag fired Fri-

day night.

This orchard is a 360-acre tract be-
lJonging to an organization of traveling
men with Ed B. Dorsey . as resident
manager, The blaze wus spectacular

nidl was witnessed by persons from al

parts of Western Klickitat County.
County Fire Warden Rankin, of Gold-

endala, had charge of the arrangements

for safeguarding the surrounding
ranches,
R. C. Bruce. who has charge of a

moving-picture outfit that has taken
pictures of the White Balmon Valley
and Mount Adams country for the pasat
two months, took moving plctures of
the blaze.

SEVERAL BAD FIRE RAGING

Clearwater and Salway Forest Sec-
tions Are Ablaze.

LEWISTON, Idaho, Aug. 4.— (Spe-
clal )—Several bad forest fires rage In
the Clearwater asnd Selway forest re-
eorves, C. A. Fisher, of the Clearwater
roserve, stationed at Orofino, Idaho,
came here yesterday In an endeavor to
get 76 men to fight the fires,

Electrical storms the past several
days started o doren new fires along
the Lolo trail. The regular force of
the forestry department has been fight-
ing fires for three weeks, and every
available man in the upper country has
been added to the force.

Homes Near Yankton Threatened.

ST. HELENE, Or., Aug. 4.—(8peclal.)
—TFire Chief Allen and a squad of fire-
fighters have hastened to Yankton, in
responseé to a call that Van Natta's
furm house and several other farm
places are threatened. The fire origi-
nated near Masten's Camp severa! deys
ago and, after much fighting, it was
declared beyond danger. It has broken
OUL Aanew.

MILL BURNS; TO RISE AGAIN

Shingle Plant Loss Near Chehalis Is
About $25,000.

CHEHALIS, Wash., Aug. 4.—{(Spe-
cial.)—The Bunker Shingle Company's
mill at Bunker., ten miles west of Che-
halis, burned today. The loss was $25,-
800 and the insurance §15.000, One car-

Joad of the mill logging company's
logs burned.
J. F..Lavghran, of Chehalis, owner

LATEST PHOTOGRAPHS FROM ENOWLES' CAMP SHOW PROGRESS
: MADE BY NATURE MAN.

Center—Profeasor C.

Top—Letter Written by Knowles on Hark Covering Movemenis on 11th Day.
L. Edwards in Camp,
dnis, Made of Bark and Twisted Grasses

Bottom—Knowles' First San~-

CHARCOAL HIS PEN

Knowles Writes With Black-
ened Ember on Bark.

NOTE TOUCHED UP AT CAMP

Message From Woodsman Is Sent to
The Oregonian—Scientists Pre-
pare to Visit Joe in His Re-
treat to Study Methods.

KENOWLES CAMP, Klamath National
Forest, via Grants Fass, Or., Aug. i—
(Special.)—Charred wood taken from
his woodsmen's fires was Joe Knowles’
fountain peén used by him in writing
his 11th message, which has been dis-

patched to The Oregonian.

The letter was written on a section
of green fir bark, which had been
peeled from the tree with a stone im-
plement. Originally It was written om
the smooth undersurface of this bark
with charcoal.

While Knowles' first letter was writ-
ten with charcoal from his fire and
was scratchy and hard to read, the one
for the seveath was written with
smooth charcoal, which had evidently
been specially made for the purpose
by charring green wood,

The letter {n its present siate is not
as originally found. Charcoal is the
only material Mr. Knowles has or can
have until he is somewhat further
slong. Charcoal Is, however, not per-
manent enough to stand shipment or
handling. The 11th letlter * == Te-
touched by B. E. Lambert with jvory
blac after it had been recsived in
camp, examined and transliterated. In
other words, Mr. Lambert traced over
Mr. Know!es' handwriting with & brush.
It is quite impoasible to get these lat-
ters written In charcoal out of the
woods ir. any other way.

“Now that we know that Mr, Knowles
s likely to write with charcoal,” sald
Professor Waterman, “we shall try to
provide ourselves with ‘fixitlf;” which
will make the record permanent with-
out meodifying 1t. The bark record sent
toe The Oregonian, therefore, is really
a facsimile of the original. The bark
is th. original piece, Lut the writing Is
in a ‘civilized’ material”

Dr. Waterman and Professor Ed-
wards started today to visit Knowles
in his home In the woods. For just
two weeks the man of the forest has
been alone except when he has been
geen by miners, and now these spe-
cinl observers, who were sent here to
see how Knowles lived and made his
weapons and Instrumepts, ars going
Into the woods to have him demon-
strate hiz work. Professor Edwards
left a note for Joe two days ago, say-
ing it was the Intention of the men
to take photographs of his home and
his work and asking for an appoint-
ment. In all probability they will hear
from him the next time he sends a
message to the outside world and then
they will go in.

Lambert has discovered a pool in the
Indinn Creek which is trampled on the
bank in such a manner as might be
made by Knowlesa' sandals, and it ap-
pears probdble that this is the spot
whers he has been catehing his fish.

PARCEL POST TRADE HELPS

Express Companles Not Hurt in
Washington as Figures Tell

OLYMPIA, Wash.,, Aug. 4.—(Special.)
—The parcel post has helped rather
than hurt the business of sxpress com-
panies In the State of Washington, sc-

of the Lurned mill, will rebuild imme-

Shatels .

cording to the indications.ol reports

to the State Tax Commission. The gross
receipts of the express compunies on
business originating within the state
was $116,043.66 for the year ending
March 31, 1414, as compared to §112.-
505.82 for the preceding year., The busl-
nesa of the past venr is the greatest
of any year for which the Commission
has records. The privileze tax of the
companies s 6 per cent of the gross re-
celpts from Intra-state business,

The Commission has certified to the
States Treasurer for collection a total
of $68,021.82 on this mccount and a total
tax of $1500 against private ¢ar com-
panies doing business within the atate.

The State Supreme Court recently up-
held the privilege tax in a hearing en
banc after one division of the court had
held It unconstitutional. No “privilege”
tax has been pald by the express com-
panies since the Leglslature passed the
law in 1907, because of decisions of the
lower courts that it could not be col-
lected.

SCAFFOLD FALLS; 3 HURT

Train Cnuses Drop From Bridge to
Creek, 35 Feet Below,

BUGENE, Or. Aug. 4—(Special.)—
Six painters narrowly escaped death
and three were serlously Injured when
the scuffolding from which they were
painting the underside of a rallrond
bridge of the Willamette Pacifie, 17
miles west of Eugene, was caught by
4 train crossing the bridge Jerked up
agninst the bottom of the bridge until
the ropes bBroke and then dropped Into
the creek bottom 356 feet below. The
unhurt fell into the water. The others

fell on the rocks.
J. L. 8mith has a broken arm, a
broken leg and bad cuts And brulsas

on his head; C. P. Cook has a broken
jaw, and Is badly bruised about the
body and head: Joe Helfrick has an
Iinjured wrist and a mashed foot. They
were put onto a freight train, brought
to Eugene and tiuken to the hospital

OFFER FOR ROAD REJECTED

Lane County Court Holds Rallway
Must Repluce Highway.
i

EUGENE, Or., Aug. 4 —(8pecial.)—
The Lane County Court today reject-
ed the offer of $17,000 made by the
Willametta Pacific as a purchase price
for 11 miles of road on the Biuslaw
road, destroyed by the railroad. The
rejection of the offer, It is sald, meuans
that the rallroad must rebulld the
road. ’

The hizhway was an outlet for the
people of the lower Sluslaw, and it
also would be the last link In the for-
mution of a motor highway Into the
Stuslay to connect with the coast road
which will soon connect by way of
Caps Perpetua and Newport with the
Wilumette Valley at Corvallis

PARK HIGHWAY WORK ON

Crews of Workers and Teams Go to
Pluvius to Start Operations,

CHEHALIS, Wash, Aug, 4.—(8pe-
cial.)—Several team= with grading
equipment passed through Pe Ell this
wark headed for Pluvius to begin work
on the National Park Hizhway.

The recent work between Pe Ell and
Walville by Lewis County and the
work under way in the Meskill neigh-
borhood soon will make the road in
good condition and it is belleved that
by another season the highway will
open a way to the Paciflc County
beaches thot will make it one of the
most popular roads Iin Southwest
Washington.

“Co-Operation’ Lecture Toplc.

“voluntary Versus Compulsory Co-
operation” will be the topic at to-
night's Bonville lecture In room A of
the Central Library. J. O. Stearns,
Jr., will preside and H. C. Oldhoff and
others will gpeak, The lecture, which
will begin promptly aut 8§ o'clock, Is
the 31st in the course now being given
under the nuspices of the Bonville In-

dus League,
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J, M. Rummell, state examiners, who
recently checked the books and records
of Centralia city officinls, has been
received by the City Commission, It
states that the City Commisaioners are
giving the city falthful service.

The examiners advise that the §20,-
000 bond of the Unlon Loan & Trust
Company Is Inadequate to cover the
$76,000 of clty money oI deposit there.
The police court |s scored for the loose
manner in which the docket s kept
and the Commission ls advised to de-
clare the offilce of health officer va-
cunt, Dr. Livingstone having refusad
to. put up the §500 bond required by
city ordinance.

TWO PETITIONS ARE SHORT

Fish Bill Abolish
Washington Tax Body Lose.

and Measure to

OLYMPFIA, Wash., Aug. 4.—The final
count on inithitive measure No. 12
shows 31,214 wvalld signatures, or 622
less than required to place It on the
ballot. This measure propos#s Lhe
nubelition of the state tax commission.

The count on the so-called fish bill
petition glves It 30,489 valld signatures,
or 1337 fewer than required,

This ends the count on the initia-
tive measures. Five of the nine sub-
mitted are declared to be entitled to
places on the ballot.

WIRE - STRETCHER KILLS

Machine Breaks, Fracturing Skull of
J. F. Smith, of Twin Falls,

TWIN FALLS, Idaho, Aug. 4.—(Spe-
clal.)—James F. Smith died in a local
hospital Monday from the injurles re-
celved while stretching a fence on his
farm near Rogersomn.

When the patent wire-stretcher
broke a portion of It struck him on the
head, fracturing the skull. He never
regalned consclousness. Ho leaves o
wife and sgveral children.

CENTRALIANS IN GERMANY

Two Sisters Studying Music Are In
Zone of Conflict.

CENTRALIA, Wash, Aug. {.—{(Spe-
cial.)—lL.ona and Lenora Pitzer, daugh-
ters of Herr Car] Pitzer, supervikor of
music in the loeal schools, are In Ger-
many taking a three-year course in
musje, and their parents ara worrying
over thelr safety in the present Euro-
pean difficulties.

The sisters are believad to be the
only Centralians in the war zone. Dr.
and Mra. W. R. Scott left for Berlin
two weeks ago.

Centrallan Dies Suddenly.

CENTRALIA, Wash.,, Aug. 4.—{Spe-
cial) — George R. Martin, & ploneer
mill man of Centralla, died suddenly
yesterday afternoon from paralysis, He
had been in ill health for several years.
Mr, Martin owned a bdig Interest |n Lhe
H, H. Martin Lumber Company, oper-
ating & mill here. He js survived by
his widow, mother, one brother and unoJ
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WHO KNOW MOTOR TRUCKS

THE great oil companies of America were one of the
first big lines of business to use motor trucks exten-
sively. Naturally, then, these companies are probably more
familiar with the good and bad points of the various motor
trucks than any other important line of business. The great
oil companies know motor trucks by long experience.
([, In June, 1913, the great oil companies operated a
total of 150 White Trucks.

(. In June, 1914, these same oil companies had increased
their White Truck equipment to more than 270, an in-
crease of over one hundred and twenty White Trucks
during the past twelve months.

THESE FIGURES SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES
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