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‘_!"Hl: GOVERNORS AND THE LAND LAWS,
In wiew of the generous &hare
‘which Secretary Lane has proposed
that Congress give the states from the
proceeds of leases of mineral land and
4n wview of the favorable disposition
of the majority in Congress to Mr.
Tane's programme of land legislation,
‘the governors' conference does not
Ssom to have acted wisely in propos-
ing a direct grant to the states of &
‘per cent of the public land for roads
‘snd 10 per cent for irrigetion and in
ppposing the leasing system. So large
“m body of the peopls have their minds
scet on leasing mineral land that there
{5 small prospect of legislation for
Jta sale. even if that were desirable.
Mr. Lane proposes to lease coal, ofl,
gns and phosphate land and to glve
-garh state at least 25 per cent of the
troyalties ralsed within it, or a higher
parcentage If the Government may
use the funds in co-opersative Irriga-
tion, to be pald o the state, when re-

turned by settlers to the reclamation
fund. Thaet division would be a gen-
erous substitute for taxes and would

Pprocure to the states the more rapld
devalopment of thelir arid land, which
sawouid then become s=ubject to taxa-
tion. Hy sccepting the Lane plan the
“stiutes would secure large Increase
ot productive uares, population and
“fax ravenue, withogt direct outlay.
sWhen irrigation work awas completed,
dihey would secure refund of the min-
eral rosalties invested In irrigation
~and would thenec eforward have a per-
manent annoal’ revenue from those
“rovaliles. The states would thus have
Ample means for buillding roads and
for other public works. Clongress
shows an Inereasing dispasition 1o
keep a grip on the mineral land, hence
the prospect of further land grants is
semote, but Mr, Lane's plan would
probably y¥ield an equal, If not larger,
return,
The Governors insist
power or non-navigable streams be
under state control exclusively, and
they deny that ownership of publie
Iand givea the Government Jlawful
authority to exercise control. What
is the use of raising this issue of ju-
rizdiction when both Government and
states are working to the same and?
Water power cannot ba developed
without usa of the adjacent land, and
obviously the land cannot be pul to
its best use—construction of power
: nm_nh—-wlrhnut the water right. Evi-
dently the case Is one for co-opera-
tion. Mr. I.anw proposes Lo lease
powor sites without charge, provided
the plant revert to the Governiment
after fifty or sixty years on payment
of the appraised value of the tangible
property, sich as distributing system
fnd mschinery. He svould make the
rates within the states subject to state
regulation; betwean states, to Federal
regulation. Senator Jones® biil would
give the Government a rental equal
to per cent of the appraised value
of the site, would give a state or mu-
nicipality the right to lease sitex and
would reperve to the Government the
same right of purchase as Mr. Lane

it

that water-

propnse=. Under eitheér plan the con-
sumers would get low rates fixed by
public authority, Mr, Lane's plan be-
ing more favorable In that t‘f‘ﬂ]‘](‘.L“
than My, Jones'. When it is possible
to secure all the essantinls, why hag-

gle about jurisdiction?
86 also as 1o leasing of grazing

land. A blll i= bhefore Congress per-
mitting leasax subjeci to the home-
stendars’ right to locate on & tract of

lensed land and to have it taken from

the lessoe, That permits conversion
of grazing into agricultural land, but
3t alzo provides individoal control so

long as the land is used for graxing.

Such control is essential to renewal
And preservation of grass on  the
range, as sad experience has proved.

We find public opinion in the East
sppposed to handing over the publie
Jdomain to the states, but wo probably
“ean, through the {nfluence of Presi-
dent Wilson and Secratary Lane, se-

cure legisiation and administration in
the Interest of the public land states
Aand on lines which are favored by the
West That all sve want. Then
why ask for mere? Why loxa
substance In grasping for the shadow?

Is

the

FRESH-AIR CRANKS.
The Louisville Courler-Journal,
ever loval to whant i= old and deca-

dent. mildly chides
in an editorial it
cide whether
the other of
“sanity from

fresh-alr cranks
ie puszled to de-
are on one slde or
the line that divides
lynacy.™ To NMustrate
the fallibility of rfresh-air theories |t
talls of & man who could not =zleep
in a certain room becnuse nil the win-
-dows were shut. He tossed and twist-
od on an unessy bhed hour after hour
and finally found relief by smashing
a window with the poker. After thie
valiant deed he sank into a child-llke
silumber and dreamed happlly uantil
dewy Morn ghowed her rosy fingers In
the sast
The early

thes

ight revealed, however.
that he had broken the glass door of
® bookeass instend of & window.
Thus does Imagination trick even the
most hygienic souls. But we submit
that the foliy of extremisiz does not
disprove thec necessity for fresh alr.

Man in his primitive days wes =o

afrald of wild beasts and insects that
symight beset him while he was aslesp
“and helpless that he made his dwell-
~ing a&s tight as he ecould. “Bafety
= firs1” was 'his motto, and it was an
S excellent one for the time when it was
* fnventad. bur, unfortunately, he car-
S tled It too far in practice. His fear
. of night extended even to night ailr.
~ mnd he Invented a fancy that this life-
© giving substance was polsonous.

Br a curious development of super-
mtitlon people became more afrafd of
the air on which their very lives de-
pended than of anrthing elss in the
“world. Nothing was so dangerous as
a current of air. Nothking was so bad

-

[T

ariatocratic ballreom. The world
stewed and smothered in the prod-
ucts of jta own Internal combustion
until half the race was Il of tubercu-
logls, Now we have learned that the
way to get rid of this scourge, with
a doxen others, s to breathe pure air
and plenty of it.

But naturally thers are some souls
who love stale old air as they love
everything else that Is =tale and old.
Purlty and ‘wholesomenoss revolt
them becauss antiquity s necessarily
dusty and noxious. They are jolned
to their idols. Nothing ean be done
for them.

POSSIBLE WAR LOSSES,

One of the weeklies has made a dis-
covery that fills it with horror. This
discovery purports to bes planas of the
War Department for possible action
in Mexieco. It s advised that
the official plans involve use of =
force of meora than 500,000 for in-
vasien and some 300,000 men as an
army of occupation, It hastens to
the characteristic dedustion that the
difference of something llke a quarter
of a miillion men between the army
of Invasion and the army of occupa-
tion represents the estimates for war
logses. 1t demands to know, with &
shudder at i{ts own c¢onclusion, If
anyones wants such a thing.

Nao one doubts but that a war with
Mexico would be mors or less un-
hasalthy, but that nearly one-half of
the American force would be killed.
disabled or driven to desert is a con-
clusfon that can be based on nothing
alse than imagination. WWhile the
American military force 1is pooriy
prepared for the exlgencles of modern
warfare, our soldlers would be fully
equal to @ Mexican campalgn and
would encounter a minimum loss in
battle. It is safe to estimate that the
total loss from all causes would not
go higher than 2 per cent, instead of
more than forty.

Where the alarmist jumped the
track wus in not properly accounting
for shrinkage. The reduction of the
forcea after Invasiom would be due to
the recalling of militia and volunteers
which would not be needed in the
work of occupation and reconstruc-
tion. Incldentally It i= well known
that the employment of =nn initial
force of 500,000 men is not contem-
pluted by the War Department in ths
event of Intervention, a force of 250,
000 to 300,000 men being considered
ample by tacticlans.

WAYS TO REDUCE TAXES, -

The hold-over members of the Btate
Senate are to be commended for their
plan to study methods by awhich the
cost of stats government may be re-
duced. It Is & large problem and one
that cannot he properly solved If it is
left wholly to P™he busy days of the
Legisintive ssssjon.

On the programme for considera-
tion, aside [from propossd consollda-
tlons heretofore mentloned by others,
i= the suggestion that the two ap-
pointive places on the State Tax Com-
miscion be abolished. The State Tax
Commission s now composed of the
Governor, Secretary of State and State
Treasurer &nd two members appolnt-
ed by the ex-officio members. Aside
from scting in an advisory capacity
to County Assessors, preparing blanks
and performing numeroas other mi-
nor dutles, the Btate Tax Commission

performs two Iimportant functions—
they are the work of valuing the
property of public service corpora-
tions and the equalization of atate
taxes.

But there ls another state body that
vialues publie servica property, al-
though for a purpose other than tax-
ation The Rajlrond Commission
complies this Information to deter-
mine the reasonableness of rites and
service, One valustion ought to zerve

bolh purposes.

Equnlization of state taxes s large-
Iy elerical. 'The Tax Commission es-
timates the amount of revenue necded
and apportions It among the counties,
Counties {do not value property for
taxatlon on the same basis. Bome use
& lower percentage of the trus value
than others. In order to equalize
state taxes falrly it i necessary that
all the county valuations be caloulat-
ed on the same basis. In performing
thir work the State Tax Commission s

in sesnlon not more than thirty days
each year.
Prior to 1009, the year In which

the Tax Commission was created, Lhe
Governor, Secretary of State and
Btate Treasurer constituted the State
Bonrd of Egualization. We do not
recall that there was serious com-
plaint that this or that county then
paid more than [(ts share toward the
cost of state, governmeni.

A change to the old formation of
the State Board of Egualization and
the transfer of the distinctive assess-
ment duties of the Tax Commission to
the Rallroad Commission would save
the state $15,000 annuslly. It is worth
considering.

THE SOUTH IN REVOLT.

repeal of canal tolls exemption. This
is no partisan movement, for the New
Orleans Associntion of Commerce, =
non-partisun body, appenled to every
citizen of Louisiana to wrile or tale-
graph hiz Congressman, urging him
to vote against repeal,
Most significant of the disastrous
effects of repeal to the Democratie
party and to tha Nation's foreign re-
lations is a cartoon in the New Or-
lenns Item. It is headed: “Burying
party and prineiple to make an Eng-
lish holiday.” It repressnt= the Pan-
ama Canal and President Wilson and
the London Times on one side trying
to pull the Democratlic mule Into the
canal, whila Speaker Clark and Rep-
resentative Underwood are pulling the
mule up the bank by a rope tied to
the stake of “Honest Democracy and
Sound Americanism.”” On the other
side stand ex-Presidents Roosevelt and
Taft, saying: *“We dug that ditch for
American commerce, but Woody
wanti=s to ure it s & grave for the
Demoeratic purty.” John Bull sits
on the bank, smiling. rTubbing his
handes and saying: *“Hall my hown
and not a penny to pay.” On the
wialls and In the bed of the camal are
memorial tablets, gravestones, mark-
ing the burial =pots of Natlonal self-
respect, party pledges and the like.
The Ttem contains an editorial
headed: "Your duty is to your state
and Nation. gentlemen. not to Mr.
Wilson, Britain and Canada’s rail-
ways" and addressed to Senator
Thornton and Louisiana’s other Con-

gressmen. It beging:

Theodore Roosevelt dug the Pansama Canal
for the American paople

Weodrow Wilsen asd Willam J. Bryas

New Orleans newspapers contaln
additional reasons why thaet clty syvas
ignored In the location of Federal
reserve banks. New Orleans is call- |

ing upon its Senators to vots agsainst |

erelgnty and the bLetrayal of s property
to Grest Brimin, just so soraly will they
repudiate those responsible for I

The Item does not dispute the pur-
Ity of Mr. Wilson's Intent, but It
says that Mr. Bryan's negligence of
his dutles and proved spoflsmanship
leave his motives open to guestion,
and furither on it =eys of him: “We]
have not had & more negiigent and
Incompatant diplomat than he since
we began to remember thing="

Mr. Wilson i accused of bartering
the soverelgnty of the United States
over the canal for British silence
about the murder of Benton and for
British abstinence from interfering in
Mexlico.

The sentiments of New Orleans are
probably thosea of the entire Gulf
Coast. They bespeak = revolt of =a
large section of the South agalinst the
flabby foreign policy of tha Admin-
lstristion. The President has split
the South after little more than a
year in office. After an era of good
feeling dating from the BSpankah-
Amarican War he has opened a period
of resentment aguinst England which
will continue as long as the zense of
belng wronged persists in American
breasts. Thus he has delfeated the
very end he mought in proposing re-
peal of exemption, It serves no good
purpose to win the good will of Eu-
rope if by the same means 111 will
agninst Europe i= stirred up in the
United States.

vital Rousseau's fdeas still are after
&l thess years. He told the worid
the only road to happiness led buck to
mnadornsd naturs and sur beiter mov-
ellsts ure never tired of exploiting his
thesie. Jack Lomdon his a social the-
ory to lilustrate by his love story and
he manages to weave a good deal of
wholesome doctrine Inte his thrills
here and there.

Among the books “In lghter veln™
which are not novels the most notice-
uble ¥ George Ade's new voluma of
those weird things that he calls “"Fa-
blea 1Tt is a take-off on “soclety™
Naturslly the subject furnishes end-
less material for satire. The scene is
& Western town with its parvenus.
climbers, sweet young things of either
¥ex and established wmoclety leaders.
The indurated politicians of the wom-
an's club, the gallant dames who want
to run the <lub and cannot, the out-
siders, the female plilars of the varl-
ous churches with thelr overflowing
aprings of love for one another, all
these characters and many more play
thalr amusing part In Ade’s sketches,
There iz more of Lucian's spirtt in
him than in any of our other writers
What is there under heaven, or In it
for that matter, which he doea mnot
laugh at? Among» the histories wae
notice severnl about Mexico and its
everiasting troublea. They come hot
from the press Iin order to catgh the
tide of interest in our qQuarrelsome
Southern sister. The “historian” of o
certain sort seldom forgets to put out
his dish when It ralns porri@ige,

THE DUEL IN GERMANY.

Germsany is almost the last of the
Christian nations to condemn the
duel, This savage Iinstitution has
flourished thers in great vigor while
it has been decaying everywhern else.
Even in France, the native home of
military “henor.,” the duel has degen-
erated Into'm farcieal encounter be-
tween two combatants who are strict-
Iy careful not to Injure one another.
French duels are fairly common, but
they mare as harmless as schoolboys'
fisticuffs. Not so0 In Germany. There

Senator Burton'a announocement
that he will not be a cmndidate for
re-election “unless clrcumstances arlse
which he does not anticipats™ is re-
gretted by the Baltimore SBun, though
it disagrees with him in polities, It
suys:

Thae public service suffars when men of his

military men who arrange duels fight | caliber are forced inte retirememt by ‘merc’
" party a ons =nd t TRIrY olitica
to kill one another, and up’ to very disturbances. We are constuntly Jdeprived

lately public opinlon has approved of
their gonduct. At any rate, the aris-
tocratic section of the public has ap-
proved.
of
claszes""
luxuries.
poaitively

In this way of men of fores nnd valus who
ought to bLe retaioed in poblic life,

Mr. Burton has followed up vilua-
bla service in the House with egually
valunble service In the Benale. He
did more than any other man to eut
the pork out of the river amd harbor
appropriationa by requiring a favor-
able report from the Army enginesrs
os n first requisite to favorable action
by committee. If he should rotire,
the fact will be one of the deplorable

course among the “lowar
dueling is as rare as other
In the EKaiser's army it is
incumbent upon an officer
whose “honor™ has Dbeen injured in
any way to challenge his enemy and
fight him. There s & regular code
governing the affalr. The facts in the

case are submitted to a so-called | fruits of Republican dissension In
“eourt of honor,” which exercises| Ohlo.

some authority over the cholees of

weapons, length of the combat, and John Galsworthy, In a letter to the
50 on, The court of honor ean even

Londoen Times protests agalnst the
hoartlessness of Parllument Iin paying
no attention to  gertaln offenseas
ngalinst humanity. He enumerates
sweating of women workers, nsuffi-
clent feeding of children, émployment
of boyx on work that rulns thelr
c¢hancaes In after-lfe, rfoul hous-
Ing, summary conflnement of paupers
In insane asylums, export of wornout
horses, mutilation of horses by dock-
ing, cagiung of wild things, especially
songbirds, importation of birds plum.
aAga ''to decorate our gentlewomen.'
All the reformsg ‘which Mr. Gals-
sworthy enumerates are desirable; all
the evila he would remed}' are rellcs
of barbarism.

forbid a duel 17 1t sees Mt

Under the stimulus of modern iinas
there s now a healthy reaction
against dueling in the German army.
The opposition I8 moset wvigorous on
the part of the Catholle element,
which Is represented in the Ralchstag
by the Center. Two recent Instances
have thrown water on the wheel of
the anti-duelists. The fNrst is the case
of Lieutenant Haage, whose wife was
unpardonably disgraced by s Lisuten-
ant La Vallette, one of those rakes
whom milltarism produces so abun-
dantiy. Army sentiment obliged
Hazge to scek radress by risking his
life In & duel and he was killed by his
infamous opponent. Such Is the jus-
tice that the duel dispanses. The
second case is that of a religious
yvoung ofMficer who rvefused to fight a

Louisville, the slighted home of the
star-eyved goddess, explains its being

: o~
duel because his principlas forbade, | OVericoked in the distribution of Fe

Army =entiment ugllzedp h'l‘m to r:- eral reserve- bauks by the statement
sign. of the Courler-Journal that the work

“has been done in the old-fashioned
and once popularly accepted way, just
us appropriations for rivers and har-
borz have béen made in the past,

The Conrier-Journal also says:

Unguestionably Loulsville suffered ithae re-
suit of her nagiigence In not securing the
presance of the Willlams family tres on this
side of the Blue Ridge Mountalne Lefora the
trea sprouted John Skelton, wha, from the
Richmond polnt of view, Is now a prttern af
the patriol,

Perhaps Portland might have fared
better If it had hed a John Skelton,

Such instances are too flugrant for
modern, anlightened Germany to tol-
erate. It J= pointed out that officers
fight duels not for the =ake of their
honor at all, but because they are
afrald of being called cowards. The
practice does not make them batter
officers, whila as men it makes them n
great deal worse. As things look
now it seems likely that we are about
to see the Inst of the duel in Ger-
many. Huymanity will gnin by fis dis-
RPPEATANCE. There really saems to
b2 no good reason why officers and
even common soldiers shoald forfelt
thelr right to obtaln justice through
civilized tribunals

The alump in the Progressive
continues, Since 1912 It has decreased
in the Seventh New Jeérsey district
from 4476 to 811 and in the Twaifth
Massachusotts from 2201 to 3882,
About the only thing which keeps the
party allve i# the refusnl of such men
is Chairman Barnes, of New York:
Senator Penrose, of Pennsylvania, and
ex-Benator Foraker, of Ohlo, to
ognine that they are a prize collection
of political Jonahs, Mr. Foraker's at-
tempt to get back has caused Senator
Burton o announce hia retirement,
but i= not expected to succeed.

vote

THE SPRING BOORS.

Out of the abundance of the books
appearing this Spring the New York
Times has chosen 500 for aspecial
mention. Some of the fortunate ones
thus honored we may suppose to be
unusuallsy meritorfous, but it i= im-
possible that they should all be ex-
ceptions, We may us well approach
the =ubject by making frankly the
sad confession that most of the books
published this Spring ke most of
those published last Spring and most

Fec-

Illinols Is to ald the butlding of a
concerate road twenty-thres milas long

of thosa Lo appear hersafter are trash, | from Aurora to Elgin., Bix miles of
The Times In the goodness of its heart | the distanece (ts within incorporated
says consolingly that “new writers, | towns, which must pave thelr own
whether Indulging in fletlon or non- |share, so the state will bulld seven-

fietion, now seem to write with more
precision. There seems {0 be more
movement to thelr style.” This wpuld
indesed be a precious plece of naws if
we could believe that the movement
took them anywhere, but inasmuch
= it iz for the moat part a sort of
milling round and round in a narrow
circle of anclent follles it falls to bring
much comfort. The ordinary novel is
Just-as silly this Spring as it was n
vear ago, and there i no reason to
hope that it will ever Improve.

The Times includes in its coploun
list u great many books which are not
novels, of course, for, strange ns It
may appear to some persons, the press
is not wholly occupied In producing
love stories and tales of sloppy nd-
venture. But it-is the list of novels
that will first and perhaps exclusively
Interest the great majority of readers,
None of our “greal authors™ seem to
have neglected the duty of publishing
a2 Spring novel this ssason. Amella
Barr, Ellnor Glyn, W. B. Maxwall and
all the rest of the shining throng
come out with new books to match
thelr Easter hats and coats. The au-
thor of “Elizabeth and Her German
Garden” favors the world with a fresh
story which she calls appetizingly
“The Pastor's Wife,” 1If it i« half as
good a= her previou= works it wiil be

teen miles, half the cost of which will
be pald by the county.

Credulous folk may believe the story
from Umatilla County of & chicken
hatched from an egg & year old, but
the probable fact is that another hen
Inld in the nest,. An egg kept &0
many months in lime and salt loses
fertility, or all the poultry lore of the
ages ls at fault,

The season is on for egg stories, and
the Cottage Grove Sentinsl holds the
record with the tale of "“a duck-egg
lald by a commen, ordinary white
Minorea hen.'” This = fully as scan-
dalous as a bunch of little white plgs
with a coal-black mother,

If the Duluth widow suing for 380,
000 for accidental death of her huos-
band gets it. many a man going to
an untimely grave wil] depart In come-
fort for the precedent °

When propossad legisiative pro-
grammes are carried out, what =&
shocking number of people must work
for a living!

Those Franch sclentists who declare
the proper time for dinner is 7:30 A,

greedily devoured by the hungry pub- | M. must mean dinnér of the day be-
lle. There i= alwayg & demend for | fore.
such stories as ghe writes and authors SE————————

of her grade cannot begin to produce
books enough to satisfy it. The rea-
son why trash sells so wall Ix that
poople continually hope sach new
book <ill turn out to be & ""Benefac-
tress” or a “"Wandering Blacksmith,”
and they are continually belng dls-
appointad. \

Jack London publizhes a new novel
which he ocalls “The WValley of the
Moon.” We suspect he has borrowed
& crumb fromm Ariosto in his title. The
romantic Itallan post conszigned a
gTeat number of earthly peopla and
things to & valley In the moon where
they were able to trofiaround as they
liked without doing & great deal of

All the candidates nesd now is some
kind of bacteria to extract tha polit-
fcal nitrogen from the hot air.

Carslessiiess with dynamite at Celilo
should land somebody elsewhers than
in gthe hospital or the grave.

The forecast and the faoct did not
agres, for raln fell on Easter Sunday.

The Beavers owe it to the fans to
got into the first division !hh week,

Confiscatlon of “booze™ at Albansy
is becoming a babit, 2l

Woman Wants l- m Sex to
Wear Male Attire.

OREGON CITY. Or, April 11.—(To
the Editor.)—Kindly allow me spree
to express my humble opinion on the
moat ilfeless question called fashion. I
think It does more harm than thHe sa-
loon. I am net in favor of the ligquor
traffie, nelther am I an favor of such
outrageous, disgraceful fashlons an we
are having. A young girl will run =11
kinds of risk just to dreas in style,
some ignorant of the facts, some know-
Ingly, yo¢t they never think for them-
selves how they are classed or judged
by men who are nlways on the lookaout
for Parls fashion women.

Go back to our mothers' days and
see how sensible and regpectable thelr
wearing apparel was: how comfortable
¥el meat and healthful. I think the
corset has caused more misery than the
saloons. Most all allments in the fe-
mals sex are due to the corset. Con-
sider how women who want to be judged
stylish torture their unborn offsprings
and what suffering the mother endures
Just to be in fashion. 1If their hus-
bands would cnuse one-half such pain
they would sue for divorce on the
gTounds of cruel and Inhuman treat-
ment, and got i too. Why is It that
In Germany and Sweden and other for-
olgn countrios the fashions change per-
haps once in a lifetime, while here
where the pgople think-—some of tham
—1that they are the smartest under the
sun, are such "gods of fashion?™ How
much better and healthier would the
coming generation be “If” we would
have more mensible women such as Dr.
Mnary Whalker. 1 hope that she will
live to mes the day—and It is not far
off—when the people will erect & monu-
mont for the lesson she taught human-
Ity. Why can't all women be as in-
telligent as this grend old lady? Men
have discarded their dressea long ago
and are wearing senniblae clothes.

1 noticed In a weekly paper that in
London giris are dreasing like boyn,
and they say Lthey llke troussrs. If
you want your girl to be hearty and
strong glve her the same privilege as
you do your boy, and she will be his
egqual physioally, morally and mentally,
As God intended her 1o be. If ¥ou
want to be healthy be natural. You
will huve sickness only when you vio-
late pature’s lawe In nature the core
rect moasurement of the waist (s two
inches jess than the bust measurement
How many girls and women can you
find nowadays that correspond to these
measurementa The foolish young men
say that it looks nice to see girls with
small watsts. 1 have known some girls
to make their walsts s small as pos-
sible just to please such simpletons,
But efter they are married and he has
to pay the billa he Isn't pleased,
though, when the doctor preeants hils
account.

If there {san't & law in Oregon, and
I don't know that there 18 such a law,
to allow women to wear mealas attire
If they so choose, the peopls of Oregon
ought to work for a law to thia sffect
I am in favor of bursting the corset
trust of this Nation for the betlerment
of the coming generation,

QUEENIE LTYLE.

CANAL TUNNEL THROUGH RANGE

Fantastle Scheme of French Englaeer
Hecalled by General Anderson.

PORTLAND, April 11.—To the EA4-
itor.)—Colombla has now accepted an
offer of $25,000,080 in quittances of all
claima againet the United States of the
North, as our Latin-American nsigh-
bots deaignata our country. By this is
the Colombian governmeant esatopped
from digging A& cansl noross the
Isthmus of Duatrlen paralleling our
Panama water bridge? This question ia
pertinent, ax wa have only recently
heard that mome German englneers are
making suspicious survey. This puts
me in a reminiscent mood. When 1
was & young luwyer in Cincinnati &9
Yeurs ago, & Monsleur Belle, & French
engineer, came there with a reputation
of having just made a enrvey for =
canal across the Darien Isthmus. i
remember the name from the line:
Brout Cortes and his men stood silent on the

peak of Darien,

Qf course it was Balboa and not
Cortez who first saw the Pacific Ocenn
from that point. From Cineinnat! M
Bells went down to Lexington, where
he was given a dinner. Having ex-
prensed the deaire to taste ths wine of
the country, Bourbon whisky was
given him In sherry glasses by John
Morgan and Basel Dukte. When ha ra-
turned. he said the horses of Kentucky
wara fine, the women magnifique, but
that the wine was execrable.

Ten yoears after, when 1T wna mili-
tary commandant st Laredo, the Mexi-
can General Quirigoe, who had cap-
tured Maximilian, save ‘me a French
pamphist which proved to be s report
of M. Belle's Darlen survey I man-
aged to make out that his plan was to
tunnel the first range of mountains,
and thus open the way to a river which
ran Into the Darlen harbor on the Pa-
cifie alda,

I do not think we have any reason to
four »

renewal of the project. yet
Darien has always= been a waord of evil
omen It wasx called the curse of

Scotland from the loss of men and
money that the Patterson project catised
the people of Scotland 200 years sgo.
Vasco Nunen de Baiboa, after realls.
Ing that he had seen & new ocean, rode
into ita waves and clalmed aj] of Its
shores for Spain,

suEgested “to him by the legend that
the Arab Chlef Gharlek had ridden
into the Atlantic Ocean angd made the

same <lalmn for the Califa of Inlarm,
All that Balhoa got for his schievement
was A judicial murder and an un-
marked grave on the shores of the
ocean ha had dilscovered, Naw, after
the Inpas of 400 yearm, Spain asks the
privilege of placing hin status on the
Pacille end of the Panama Canal
THOS. M. ANDERSON.

SALEMWM WITCHES NoOoT DURNED
Popular Delmalon, However, Freguent-

1¥ Referred Teo by Writers.

New York Mall

Professor George L. Burr has written
A book on witchoraft in which he re-
minds people—and most of them nesd
the reminder—that Massachusetts was
not the only ertcan colony that had
witeheraft persecsutions In the 1%th
céntary. .

In New York there Is an account of
the trial as a wilch of & woman from
Seltauket, 1L 1I.; In New Hampshire
there was n case trisd at Great Island;
in Pannsylvania one Important case
tried in Fhliadeiphis, and there were
alno some cames In Virginia

It is a curious thing people In gen-
eral can never get aver the delusion
that people were burned for witcheraft
at Ealem. Ewery 1llttle while we see
some hewspaper or Iterary reference
to the "hurning of witches 2t Salem ™
Witches were hanged at Salem, but
none was ever burned.

By the way, & distingulshed jegnal au-
thority has examined the evidence used
In the witcheraft cases at Salem. and
declares that It was irrefragablo—all of
the jronclad and most conclusive sort
No jury would fall to convict today on
such evidence as was adduced in these
cases. Just the same, witchoraft Was
a horrible delusion

Ped

“Full Egqulp for F
PORTLAND. Or., April 11.—{To ths
Editor.)—Touching the proposed ordi-
nance which Mr. Clamens and others
of the Auto Clud zre trying to Induce
the Cilty Fathers to consider favpr-
ably, soms time ago thare uppiz‘d
in The Oregonlan in refersnce to this
traffic ordinance, s suggestion that
m..trl.u:t carry horns by day and
red lights b: night. I commaend this

E et al, as It

mdn
COMMON FEDESTRIAN.

i

Posaibly this was|

Minority as Basis for Frefit

PORTLAND, Or. April 10.—(To the
Editor.)—1 beg loave to ask for a little
enilghtenment oo & subject that you
sen fit to comment upon in your odito-
rial of April 10, J. U. Burgoss ways
thers are fow sheepmen In Oregon
“so situated™ that they can realize a
profit in producing woel if the price
is less than 20 cents a pound. Then
I take it there are some “s0 situsted™
that they can make u profit at less
than 20 cents a pound. Then, accord-
ing to my way of thinking, 20 cents,
aking his own figures, s a falr, just
profit for all

In the next sentance he mays, “If they
were protecicd by ths tariff as they
Ahould be, they would reveive fram

21 to 32 conts a pound this year." (He
should have sald “we™ all the way
through instead of “they,” for he is

one of them.) Why,21 or 28 when 30
is a fair, just profit? Why should the
consuimar be forced to pay one or two
caniy more per pound when 20 cents
In just and fair? Add one or Ltwo
ctnts a pound onto everything we
wWear, sat and use and where aro “we?™"

And, 1 take 3. 20 cents would be a
big profit If all were “go sltuated”™
Whoso fault Is that? Many of us could
double ocur salaries so that twice as
much money would be ours each
month 1f we wore “so sitogated.”

I o not mean to bLe linpertinent,
but I think this the simple point of
contention in the entire iariff gquos-
tion, Bearing In mind that 20 cents
If falr for all and big profit for same,
whose word should we take for it
when a ahespman says *“if they were
protected as they sahould be™ they could
extort 21 or 221 cents per pound?

B, J, LOCEWOOD,

There are soms employed women
“so0 situated™ that they could get
along comfortably on $3 a week, so 33
a woek is a reasonable wage for all
women, according to the reasoning of
this writer.

There are some folk
that they can gEot along niosly with-
out better roads. So letl's drop all
talk of good roads

There are wsome workera “so ait-
uatad” that they are ln no danger of
Injury from exposed machinery., Then
what s the good of factory Ilnspection?

This is really a wonderful argument.
It might be pursued Indefinitely and
rid us of & multitude of laws aund
restrictionr. 1t wonld lower taxes and
reduce the cost of everything. Wa
consumers would be able 10 buy every-
thing we wear and sat at lower prices.

“=mo wsituated"

But the drawback would bs that we
would not have many money to buy
with. What a world it would be If all

laws and customs were based on the
theory that what is sultable for & small
minority must be the proper thing for
everybody!

ANNOYING NOISE OF SONG BIRDS

More Motor Trucks In Use Would
Drown Them Uut
PORTLAND, April 11.—(To the Ed-
itor.}—The guests at ths downtown
hotel, in behalf of whom their host

complains to the polloe that thelr slum-~
beras are disturbed by the rodins, cer-
tainly desearve the sympathy of the
community.

Hirds, trees, grass and flowars are &
nuisance and out of place within the
¢ity. BHirds, especlally robina are fool-
i=iily tnclined to valce thelr happiness
at the return of Springtide and its blos-
soms. Trees have an unpleasant fac-
ulty of enticing thoese nolsy creatures
Into their jeafy helghts, there to hold
high ecarnival in the sheer joy of liv-
ing in beautiful Portland. ILawns and
flowers, ecapecially our much lauded
Tose-gardena also tend to lure the 1it-
tle “peace-disturbera”. out of the woods.
to make life almost unendurable for
poor, suffering, sleepy humanity these
bright Spring morninga.

Now It Is agalnst the law to shoot
thesa birds—and an injunction against
tham by the courts would, in tha streas
and hurry of nest-bullding, very prob-
ably ba disrexarded; so why not adopt
the methods of other citiesm now free
from “rost-destroying™ birda? Chop
down the trees! Fell evorything they
might nest in. Eliminats the grasa!l
Subatitute cement., t's “easier cared
for.” Do away with floweras and rose
gurdens—what ar« they good for? You
<can't oAt ‘em! The city might also
arrange for an extra number of auto-
bussas, motor trucks, steam rollers,
ote, te lend thelr dally ald in “drown-
ing out"” the unnatueal bird noises with
A truly metropelitan and up-to-date
subetitute.

In these danys pf political mspirants,
when esach oifice is literally swampesd
with candidates, It might not be amias
to create the office of “Officlal Censor

of Birds™ as an outlet for the over-
flow.
As a Tast resort 1 would suggest that

an extra squad of police bhe detalled to
round up and muzzie all stray robine
or other singing birda *as they did the
dogn. “Mayhap” then thas birds will
soek other quarters; joy and peace will
agnin rei in the hesaris of hotsl
wiuests Aan others who yearly com-
plain about them and contonted alum-
ber wvinit those whose sad Jot compels
them to swell the population of & city |
whera birds, trees, grass and flowers |
nre not yet a thing of the past!
MRS, F. X. LEGRAND.
§07 Holly Street

WHAT WRITING MEANS TOo HIM

John Burroughs Tells How He Lives to

Learn, Enjoy and Share.

Friend, John Burroughs™ by
Clara Barrus.

The lonst cloud or film in my mental
skion mars or stops my work. 1 write
with my body guite as much as my
mind. How persons whose bread of 1ife
is heavy, so to speak-—no Lghtness or
busyancy or airiness at all—can maks
good literature iz n mystery to mé: or
those who stimulnte themselves with
drugs or alcohol or coffee I would lve
#o that I could got tipsy on A glass of
water or find & spur In & whiff of morn.
ing alr.

Such as my books are. ths bloom of
my life I& in them: no morbidity, or dls-
content, or ill health, or angry pas=ion
has gone to thelr making. It is prob-
ably nothing to brag of; much greater
books buve been the work of confirmhed
invalids,. Al 1 can say Is that the
minds of these Inspired invalids have
not scemed to sustaln so close a rela-
tion to thalr bpodies as my mind does
1o my body. Thelr pownu seam to
have besn more purely chic. Look
Bt Stavenson—almost Mdrl den all his
lifte, yet behold the fellcity of his wark.
How completely his mind seems to have
been emnncipated from the infirmities
of kis body. It in clearly not thum
with me. My mind is like a flame that
depends entirely upon the good com-
bustion going on In the body. Henca I
can never write in the aftarnoon, be-
caups this combustion s poorast then

Life has been to me simply an ap-
portunity to lemarn and enjory, and,
through my books, to share my en-
joyment with othere 1 have had ne
other ambitjon I have thirsted 1o
know things, and to make the most
of them. The universe s to me a
grand spectacle that filis me with awe
and wonder apd joy, and with intense

curioaity. .

-
Heop your boy's ambition high,
Tesuch him bhow o swat the fiyv,
Never mind the dog and gun,
Never mind the old-time fun,

_‘ Never mind the ball ana bat,
That s not the proper ewnat
Keeap your boy's amblition high,
Teacth hlm how Lo swat the fly.

M

“Our

From The Oregonlian of Aprll 15 1S9,

New York, April 12—A chock for
15000 was today seat to thes Clipped to
mk. good tha 510,000 make in behalfl

of Kilraln g his mateh to fight Sulli-
van,

Port Townsend. April 12 —_Herbert F.

Boecher and Willlam Harned, the in-
dicted customs officials, fled $3000
bonds today.,

Victoria, B, ., April 12.—FHon, Robert
Dunsmulr, presifent of ths Council,
died this evening.

McMinaville, Agril 12 —Hev, T, H
Henderson and wilea, of Albina are

visiting frionds here

Corvallim April 13.—Arbor day exer-
|cisea ware held here today. Remarke
were made by Senaltor Cauthorn, Wallls
Naah T. M Johnson and 85 T. Jeffreys

Superintendent ©. W. Johnson, of
the O, N. Company, has gone to
Huntington to meet C, J. SBmith, the
new goneral manager. On raturning

they will be met at Walin Walla by Ed

word Cookingham ansintant i th
mAanager., A. I. Maxweall and W. A
Kennedy, chisf englnaar.

The gquarteriy inspection and muoete:
of the First Regimant. &, N. G.. wan
held al the Armory last night before
Colonsl C. E. 8§ Wood.

Under Professor Rohinson's manage-
ment Arbhor day servicas ware given by
the puplla of East Pordang High School
yesterday. Thosse who took part were
Miss Fenton, Miss Paguel, Charles Sun-
deriand, Miss Warnock, Miss Barrell,
Mias Born and Missa XKennedy.

The esteamer Telephone yestesday
brought from Axtoria & baby seal for
tha City Park with the compiiments of

Samuel Elmore,
I Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan &f April

Wesley Mouoller iz about
Leawiston with water brought in pipes
frem the Clearwater River st the head
of Reuben's Flat, four milea from town

Lavi Ankeay has arrived ant Oro Fino
with his long Jlooked for band of fat
basves The news flew ilke wildfire
through the different mining camps, a
general stampede of the miners tgok
piace mnd for & day or two Oro Fino
was a fast town

14
10

1884,
supply

Mensor, at Jacksonvtlle,
burned om Monday
together with his
etr

Morrin
hia home
March I8,
clothing,

haud

avening
furniturs,
lL.oss about J48400,

Jessia Moreland has been .1ppol‘m.-:-'
postmaster at Nasdy, Clackamas Coun
ty. In place of J, B Vinaon resigned:
also Hiram Emithk at Harrisburg, Linn

Couity. In place of A. A. MoCully. re
slgmned.

Rev. Mr. Wallsr has broken ground
for the new bullding for Willamette

University at Salem.

Cawv -

Memphis, April % —Grierson's
Alry had n fight yestorday with a part
of Forrest's force at the bridge over
Wolf River, which Forrest had Just
completed. Our foree captured the
bridge

A good avdlencs
last night

witnessed “Leah™

A ahingis has beesn stuck
Junction of A with Frant street by
soma unfortunste driver, who had left
his tracks there, warning teamsters to
“baware; no bottom.” Similar notices

up at the

might be posted at almost every streect
corner In the clty,

g W. Vaughn bad a few loads o
gravel placed hefore his premises on
Front street yestenday as an experi-
meant.

Wa yYetlerday witnessad the act of

rolling cigara hy G. B. Gray on Front
streot

Mr. Miller, the florist, of Milwaukies_
yesterday brought down ous of the
mo#t clegant collections of flowers and
planta we have ever ssen.

ROYAL DONOR'S WISHES DENIED

Charfty Trustees Can't Throw Legaecs
From n Steeple.

London Wireless to New Teork Times
On golng through thelr records, the

trusteea of, Faddington Charities dim
covered that in order to dispense one
of thelr oldest charities according 1o
the exact terma of the begquest it
wotld be necesmary to throw to the
poor from Paddington Churceh steepls

§5000 worth of bread and cheeno.

The bequest dates from Tudor timen
and enjoins that the rent darived from
. cortaln pfece of lund ahall be dls
l!.—ibuur.1 in this way. The reat at the

time of the ftestator's death was onls
$10 or $15; now It ils 36000 a year. The
bagqueat is sald o hava beon made by
itho mother of Henry VIIL

! THE ORNEGON PIONEER DEAD.

{(Tune: “Weary Are the Hearta ™ stc. b
Neath the creeping ahade slespa the
plonser tonlght,
All alonie by the river side
|'~ilee;ﬂng in the dale L was his to love
so well,
And with his loved omos to abide

Years have passed and gone since he
trod the dark waye o'er,
| Seeking the distant sunset land;
Watching for the fos on every side as
wall,
Treading o'er the parching sand.

Heavy are tha
toanight,
Longing for the loved ones slone
Looking through the gates of the new
Jerusalem,
List'ning to the dark

hoearta full of sorrow

sea’s mean.

Listen to the call of the boatman from
the shore,
He launches on the pearly wave.
He'll be coming soon, ha's bending =t
the oar,
Coming his loved ones to save

Brightly beam the lights an they wei-
oOmEe aver more.
Gleaming Tar across the distant tide
Sorrowa will bhe o'er, we'll mest our
loved ones theare,
Ever with them we'll abide.
J. P. HACKLEMAN.,
Albany, Or.

Old Rachelor Wisdom.

Life.
“Didn't you ever contemplate matri-

mony ™ “Yex, my Loy owned up the
old bachelor "but always from a safe
distance.”

RETAILING MADE
PROFITABLE

The rimples: kind of knowloedge
of the rules and practices of re-
talllng sbould tell you, Mr. Retaller,
that the more simpiifisd you can
k#ep your stock, the more llkaly
you are ta find your profit at the
end of the year In the bank Instead
of wrapped up in n lot of odds and
ands of merchandise,

Concentrats on the kind of thinge
that people want and demand—the
merchandise advertised by Natiopal
distributers in rallable newspapars.

Quick salea, simplified stock-
keeping. less anpital invested, mer-
chandise constantly fresh and desir-
able — these will apall success for
Fou.




