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MAKING A GREAT FORT.
Portland inclinod to think that
13 expending great sums in Improving

it

its channel and in bullding docks, but
in order to view our work (n correct
Proportion we must conslder what

other ports are dolng mnd what they
nead to do in order to attain equality
with Portland in channsl depth aud
with other ports in dock facllities.
London’s supremac: the world's
chief port has besn threatened by the
inroads of Hamburg, Liverpool,
Houthampton, Havre and other conti-

18

neutal ports on its commerces The
old port authority, the T Cun-
servancy Board, had power and re-

sources too Hmited nccomplish
much. The channel was shallow in
many places and the docks were pass-
Ing out of date as to depth, capacity
ard facllities Parliams crodted a
new body named the F of London

to

Aunthority. which has juriediction over
about 100 mlles of the course of the
Thames, embracing practically the
wWhole navigable channel, and which
haz large borrowing power. The Au-
thority has surveyed the whole river

from Teddington to the Nore and has
begun execution of plans involving ex-
panditure $70,000,000 Theso in-
clude dredging the channe! to a depth
of thirty feet at low water from the
Nore to the Albert Docks, twenty feat
thence to Gresnland Dock, alxteen feat
fto Thames Tunnel and fourteen feet to
London Bridge, total distance
forty-seven miles. This work requires
removal of 22,000,000 cubic yards of
material in addition to the constantly-
accumulating sii*

Thera were under construction in
the vear 19013 additions and improve-

of

n of

ments to the docks costing $18,760,-
0oo, Docks are made necessary by
the tides, the range of Epring tides
baing saventeen feet at Sonthend and
twentyv-one and one-half feat at lon-
don Bridge, while that of neap tides

is thirteen feet at the former and sev-
enteen feet at the latter place. At
London Dock the paSSAgesS nro'h-'.-ing
widensd and deepened and a Jotty,
800 by 190 feet, is being constructed
and coverasd with a two-storv shed. At

West India Dock two of the quay
walls are belng wldened and three
great sheds serected. At East India
Docks the entrance passuges are ba-

ing widened and despened, great sheds
erected and pumping plant installed.
A new dock is beilng constructed at
the Royal Albert Docks, having sixty-

four acres of water, two and one-hailf
miles of quay and an entrance lock
800 feet long and forty-five t deap,

while another dock 1s being enlarged.
A oculd atorage-house to hold 250,000
carcasses {5 being erec.ed with transit
aheds 1d sorting floors at these
doocks, while nnotheyr ld  storage-
house for 785,000 carcasses \a being
erscted near Smithfleld Market., At
Tilbury the main 4 is being ex-
tended 1611 feet. transit sheds erected
and a rainforced concrote Jetty con-
structed 1000 feel long,

The Thames doc¢s not compare with
thse Columbla In natural advantages
and tributary productive country, but
improvement begun by the Danes over

-

ek

4 thousand years ago has been con-
finged and has given London the
Freatest commerce in the world, By

much smaller proportionats expendl-
ture Portland can secure a broader,
deeper channeal equal dock facili-
ties, We have the pregent and poten-
tial commerce to justify a much larg-
ar expenditure, If it were necessary,
"When we consider our great oppor-
tunities and compare them with Lon-
don’s and when we consider what Lan-
don has achieved avith much less op-
portunity, the sums we have spent and
are spending on jetties, dredging and
docks seom begparly,

WHAT THE PUBLIC SOHOOLS HAVE
DONE,

Often the best friends of the public
schools are thelr rerest critios. Thelr
enemies are not snt elther, and be-
veen the wounds of friends and foess
it sometimes seems an If the little red

schoolhouse, with all it stands for,
were doomed to go under. That the
public schools c¢an and ought to ba

made batter than they are few will be
bold enough to den) That the syvstem
ought to be destroyed Is a thought
which no good American would
erate for £ moment,

The ratlonal plan to make
schools s good as possible in every
way. both by spending more money
upon them and by ralsing the quality
of the teaching force. With all thelr
faults the schools have asccomplished
wonderful things for the American
paaple since the republle was foundad.
In the last forty vears they have ed-
ueated 90,000,000 boy= and girls, ac-
cording to figures given out by the
Federal commissioner of education. In
the same interval they have reduced
the general llliteracy of the country
from twenty-two to £even in the hun-
dred.

Among the negroes the schools have
done still better work. They have
reduced |lliterncy from ninety-five in
the hundred to fifteen. Among the
forelgn immigrants the percentage of

tol-

is

the

Llliteracy has gone down to twelve,
These statistics show conclusively
enough that the publle schools are

genuine bulwarks of our lberties. For
Hberty In a democracy llke ours de-
peénds upon the general intelligence fof
the people and {n the modern worid
there can be little effective Intelligence
without the ability to read and write.
An illlterats person may In exception-
al instances attain to some success in
life and be, upon the whols, n worthy
eljtizen, but such Instances are so rare
that we may neglect them. As a rule
an illiterate person fs defective both
In mind and morals.

It has always been the ambition of
the Amcrican people to give every
child an opportunity to acquirs the
fundamentals of human knowladge.
They have sought to attain this pure

poge through the common schools and
within the limits of human achleve-
ment they have done what they set
out to do

SOME EARLY FIGURES.

The Oregonian will make no ate
tempt now to Interpret the 1914 regls-
tration figures for Multnomah County,
Bince they are quite Incomplete and
the resulis before the books close may
e mueh modified. But It is well
enough to show what the surface In-
dications = mnd to Sugsgest that
something or other ought to be dona
by somebody or other iIf (1) the woms-
en Are to display an appropriste in-
terest: (2) the Progreasive party s to
survive; (1) the Republican party Ia
not to perish from the earth, and (4)
the Democrats are tp abandon thelr
ald hablt of registering in large num-
bers as Republicans

The men are registering more nu-
merously than the women—nearly
four to one Why do not the women
reglster? 'Was the old-time conten-
tion of the anti-suffragists that only
& small part of the women wanted the

ballot well founded?

The Republicans outnumber the
Democrats three to one; but in no
election ever held In Multnomah
County has such proportion been

maintuined
or

Why do the Democrats—
them——continue to be
ir own party?
registration i= one
Where are
fots who once stood at

of
ashamed of th

The Progressive
in twenty of thereéabouts,
tha brave pitr
Armageddon ?

some

MARTYRS OF THE “SYSTEM."

Tim véleran of the
Spanish-American War and a speclal
officer of the Three months ago
h MEr All hix life he has
been good ¢ltizen, a faithful friend
and a deserving worker. Now ha Is
dying at St. Vincent's Hospital, with
his weeping bride &t his slde, and a
shocked community stirred by his un-
timely fate. He was shot by a4 vaga-

Healey s a

wWas

bond In the performance of a police-
man's duty.

The man who shot him, ona Louls
Stros, was himself shot hy Healey,
who discovered him prowling sabout
Portland Helights with a companion,

When Healey, In the pursuance of hls
duty, demanded that the strangers
give an accounting to him, pistols were
drawn, and two men are nedr Jdeath
a8 a result,

Now there i{s #n appeal for Stros
and, impliedly, against Healey and the
law, because Stros was one of the un-
employed. Stros was In the “army”
that marched upon Salem. Then he
came to Portland and jolned a fellow

vagrant in a scheme of burglary.
“SWhat kind of a country is this,” he
is reported as saving, “where & man

can nelther eat, sleep nor be sheltersd,

and whers & man is forced to commit

burglary to keep bhedy and soul to-
getheri™

It Is not such a country, It ia des-
pleabls and detestable that there are
individuals and newspapers that
clamor loudly and continuously that

it 18, They blame the “system” indis-
eriminately for both the sins and mis-
fortunes of individuals.

Stros wns a loafer and an fdler,
alled many times for vagrancy. Un-
doubtadly he would not work. But

he had n pistol and he attempted burg-
lary and sshen thwarted he promptly
committed murder.

Whoe shall be held accountabla for
erime -but the criminal? Who & to
blame for sin but the ginner? Yot we
have fallen on times when soclety and
civilization ars Indicted for the mis-
deads of individuals and men who toil
and and obey the laws, moral
and civil, are held to be in a gigantice
conspiracy against men who will not
work.

Poor Healey! Poor Mrs, Healey!

EAave,

ANOTHER “N0O7 ELECTION.
Hefore good money i expended in

inltiating bills and amendments for
governmental novelties the proponents
may find it profitable to glance over
the proapective direct leglsiation bal-
lot, hark to the noise of the campalign
for office already beginning and recail
whiat has happened in the past to
overloadeid ballots,

The Initiative hallot has a falr start
with ten state-wide measures submit-
ted to the voters by the Legislature.
Definite work by the direct routa has
commenced on six more, a list of
which wwas published in the news
columuns The Oregonian Tuesday.
Not mentioned therein as probabliities

of

or possibilities are threé measures
from the anti-saloon element—a pro-
hibitlon amendment, = prohibition

statute and a repeal of the home rule
amendment; Mr, Bourneé's hill to pro-
hibit pajd petition circulating and two
or three others of simllar Import; an
amendment to abollsh the State Sen-

ute, and a measurs 1o do something
or other to water-front titles in Port-
Innd,

The list thus already glives promise
of exceeding twenty-flve in number,
notwithstanding the fact that the gen-
eral election ballot has by special elec-
ton been cleared of five referendums,

A Unlted States Senator, a Governor,
a Representative In each Congres-
sjonal distriet, members of the Legis-
lature, Justice of the Supreme Court,
=everal state officers and a largs num.
ber of county officers are to be elected.
There wwill be much to think about
aride from lawmaking.

It has been very plainly demenstrat-
ad that & jong ballot means & general-
l¥ negative vote on initiated and ref-
eranded measures. Legislation really
desirable is often defeated when the
publie is annoyed by the noisy clameor
of hobby-wadded wminority, while
freak billsa thus advertixed have scant
prospect of enactment. What is the
use? How many rebukes must the
people glve to pernicious law tinkering
before it iI= ended?

pi8

ETANDING PAT FOR FINDELL,

The Senate has- decided tihat if
Henry M, Plndell is the kind of man
Presldent Wlilson wishes to send to
Russla as hls representative he is wel.
come to that Kind of 2 man and the
Sennte mrill not Iinterfere with hias
wishes., That 15 the position taken by
the committee on forelgn relations in
recommending and by the Senate in
granting, confirmation.

The Eenate ciunnot thus evade Its
shiare of the responsibllity. The Ben-
ate required by the Constitution
not only to consent to but to advise
upon appointmenta. It advi=es and
consents to the appointment of My,
Pindell with full knowledge of all the
facts showing his unfitness. The com.
mittes’'s Inqulry showed these facta
to be more damaging than those
which have been published and thay
prompted Chalrman Bacon to criticise
the nomination, Mr, Pindell admitted
to members of the committee that he
did not expect to remain long in the
diplomatic service, thus corroborating
the i[mpression coreated by Benator

is

mmmmmu*

designed only to give him a vear's
travel in Europe with all the per-
quisites and prestige of an Ambassa-
dor. That letter wds sald by Mr. Pin-
dell to be even more remarkable than
the one which was published and
which Mr, Lewis denounced as a
forgery.

Letters written by Mr. Pindell to
Representative Stone, of his distriot,
concerning appointment of  postmas-
ters were also condemnped, Mr, Burton
saying they undoubtedly suggested =
plan to use postmasters in promoting
business for Mr. Pindell's newspaper.
Mr. Wilson cannot escape an fota of
responsibility, for he had seen these
letters before he sent the nomination
to the Sennate,

The Pre=zsident's persistence In the
face of the revelatione which have
been made is in iins with his disposi-
tion to *bull thing=s through,"” once he
s commitied to action. He displayed
thia disposition fn accepting Mr. Mc-
Nab's resignution and in retalning Mr.
McRewynolds and Willlam B. Wilson In
his Cablinet and Mr. Caminettl at the
head of the immigration bureau. He
is & new kind of standpatter and the
fact is not to his credit.

FOOLING THE READER.
The “Confessions of a Successful
Man,” wwhich the Baturday Evening
Post has been publishing In install-

menis, came to something of a climax

In last week's number. Glving him-
self the falrly appropriate title of a
“Goldrish.,” the *“sucecessful man® pro.

cesds to describe the education he re-
celved In his boyhood and to point out
how it might have been Iimproved
upon. The Incautious reader must not
imagine the thiz individual was suc-
cesaful in anything but money-making,

He marrind a wife Jlong vears ago, but
she never has been & helpmeet to
him. Her part in his life has been

to bear three children and spend large
sums of his money. Beéyond her ca-
pacity for those duties he knows noth-
ing about her. His children, two girls

end a boy, are even more strange to
him than his wife, Occaslonally he
meeats the latter at home and even

stops to speak to her, but the ehildren,
who are now grown, only come home
to aleep and not always for that. They
are lost, ¢ far thelr father {a
concerned, in the whirlpool of soclety,
It is doubtful if he would readily reo-
ognize thom on the street,

They are educated, pollshed, efMcient
for their parts in the world, but one
does not discern much humanity
amongst them. The son s & successiul
lawyer like hls father. He has a desk

as

In a prosperous firm's offices and
manages to make R good deal of
money first and last. Just how he

does it his father cannot explain, but
the dollars are concrete evidence of
the young fellow’s abillty. The father,
who purports to write the articles for
the Post, makes about $50.000 a year
by his law practice. From what he
talls of his knowledge and general ca-
pacity It 1s difficult to bellave that he
could make fifty cents without friends
to help him. But he comes of good
family and has hereditary friends who
give him businass, so that fess accumu-
late. The practice of =mufch a lawyer
in New York consists of drawing up
papers, arranginy transfers and so0 on.
It requires no oratory, very few ar-
guments in court and scarcely any
publicity. 1t is purely machine work,
so0 that after all even a man as In-
competent as our author depicts him-
self might manage to do it fairly well,

His principal complaint {= against
the educatlon he received, which, he
belleves, Is far less astisfactory than
his father's was in the good old days
of plain living and high thinking. He
says, ‘T was an imitation educated
man, but though spurious I was a suf-
ficlently good counterfeit to pass cur-
ront for what" he pretended to be.
Apart from a litle Latin and some
congiderable training in English com-
position he confesseés that “"he had no
cultura at all'”™ He woant to college
with his head empty and came away
with It full of conceit. He got "the
semmblance, but nst the substance of
education.” He learned to talk pre-
tentiously abont dozens of great writ-
ers and famous captains, but veally
knew nothing about any of them.
When Bergson came over to New York
to lecture, our author could not listen
to him intelligently because he “*had
not the rudiments of knowledge nec-

essary to understand what it was all
about.” In history his case was worse
still, if that be possible. Of this

branch he says that neither he nor any
of his fashlonable sassoclates knows
anything whatever. *“I pass socially,”
he assures us, “as an exceptionally
cultured man, one wwho is well up on"
such matters as history and bilog-
raphy, “vet [ confess to knowing today
absolutely nothing of history either
inclent, mediaeval or modern.”

This 1s tlia kind of education he and
his chums recelved at college. It mot
only lef* them densely ignorant, but
it destroyed thelr capacity to learn
anythtag in later yvears. They all pos-
sess the faculty of talking as if they
knew a great deal, but thelr heads are
quite empty. His set {5 Ignorant of
the common facts of life. Though he
i= a lawyer, he does not know the
names of =&ll ths Supreme Court
judges and only remembers who one
of ‘the New York Congressmen is.
About such subjects as good govern-
ment, Tammany Hall and reform thay
never troubls their heads. Why
should they? For them the world is
all cakes and ale. No matter how the
city is governed, our author's valet will
come into his room precisely at 92 In
the morning, llght the fire and tell
him his bath is ready. His elegant
breakfast will be served and the day
will pass as luxuricusly as heart could
desire. He and his friends are the
chosen of the earth. They have no
human worries, Money smooths every-
thing for them. They have no learn-
lng, no patriotism, no family affection,
They live through the luxuriouns rou-
tine of thelr days for their own pleas-
ure and nothing else. Even this pleas-
ure lapses finally into a stupld same-
ness and ceases to satlafy,

The articles of this diverting series
are all Dbrightly written.. The one
which describes tha "Goldfish’s” edu-
cition is particulsrly meritorious from
a literary point of view. The author
describes himself as a perfect fool and
floes [t with consummate =skill He
proves himself utterly ignorant of his-
tory by displaying an incredible wealth

of historical knowledge. He demon-
strates hils Incompetence In every-
day affairs by " telling how suc-

cessfolly he has mastéered them. To
convince the reader that his education
was worthless he explalns that he has

made a fortune practicing law and
puts the narrative Iinto English so
clear and pungent that we ars

charmed from beginning to the end.
Some inconsistencies are permitted to
every mwriter, but there are a few too
many In this case. The author chose
his fool Injudiciousty. YWhils pratend.
ing to fix the honor upon himself, he
reclly confers It upon the reader, who

-
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| ia expected to belleva this mass of im. |

probabilitles. It would have been
mora polite to the public to adopt
some other device.

The Intersiate Commerce Commis-
slon is apparently preparing the way
for that advance in freight rates by
showing some of the railroads how
they can Invrease theilr revenue with-
out outside help., It is just as well
that the ground be cleared of syndi-
cate operatlons ke those of the
Frisco officials and of excessive allow-
ances to 1industrial rallronds before
the main question is touched, Wa nesd
to get down to bottom facts on not
merely what the earnings are, but
what they should be at present rates
under economiecal and impartial man-
agement,

An Eastern contemporary well FAYS

that better rural schools must precedes
ANy real movement back to the land.
Country homes are often broken up
to give the children an education in
town. It is possible to have model
schools in rural communities, but only
by combining the resources of several
diatricts for each school. This obliges
some of the children to £y a long dis-

tance dally and requlres some sort of

transportation. Thus wa
more in the good roads
which is basic everywhere.

land once

We fear the Montana rancher who
hes plighted his troth to Miss Virtue,
the suffragette, will have to walt
long time for his wife. They are to be
marrled a8 soon as Engllsh women
get the right to wvote, an event of
which the immediate future holds out
no promise. Miss Virtue is at present
pining in a dungeon deep and damp

for refusing to move on when o Lon- |
Eup~ |

don pollceman so ordered, We
pose her lover bold Is mustering his

gallant cowboys to rescue her, Here's
wishing him luck.
A mnewspaper publisher yesterday

tostified befors a Congressionsl com-
mittee that the Canadian government
pald him $42,000 a year for publishing
“dope™ to allure Americans across the
border. That is & high price to pay
for much of the Immigration. On the
other hand, this country gets the
brightest and best young men and
women of Canada for the mere price
of & welcome and opportunity to pros.
per.

After wwhat the Senate committes
learned of dictatorial rule during the
West Virginia coal strike, it Is as well
that there should be Inguiry into mar-
tinl law in Michigan and Colorado. We
need to guard agalnst drifting inte ab.
solutism under the gulse of pubile ne-
cessity, for a dictator always makes
that the excuse for perpetuating his
rule. It is but a step from public ne-
cessity to divine right.

If three Bull Moose out of the local
party numbering sixteen are =eceking
office, that is a falr average—18 per

¢cent. But such flgures are not re-
liable. The great body of Progressives

is overwhelmed
their leader.

with modesty—nafter
P.S.—A long way after,

It Is erroneous to suggest that boss-
fsm ruled at the Progressive nominat-
ing convention. BSince the total at-
tendance was but sixteen, the worst
charge that might arise must neces-
sarily be that of straw-bossism.

The New York grafters kept 4 book
to record distributions of ple. They
may also have a card index of high-
way and canal contractars who con-
tributed graft, for they are business-
like grafters,

It now appears likely that the Ad-
ministration wiil lift t".¢ embargo on
arms for the benefit of Mexican reb-
elz. Which isa a most seffective way
of storing up futura trouble for our-
sclves.

In estimating the height of women
at the San Franclsco registration
booths, hats, hair and heels will count.
In many cases a division by two wonld
be mnecessary to arrive at the real
height.

There are three things due—the end
of the world, free locks at Oregon City
and & new postoffice bullding at Port.
land. It is devoutly to ba hoped the
other two beat the first,

The Japanese are sald
nishing Huerta with arms. But those
little .25 callber Japanese srmy guns
would hardly Inconvenience a coarse-

grained Mexican rebel.

to be fur-

Election petitions may no longer be
eirculated in corridors of the Court-
house. It will now be possible to com-
plete a4 brief business wvisit thers in
one day.

General Kuropatkin has challenged
& newspaper writer to fight a duel.
The offending editor must have re-
ferred to that “I regret to reportsky”
eplsode.

"

In celebrating his gixty-fifth birth-
day S8amuel Gompers Is subject of con.-
gratulation for the good work he has
done in the past generation.

In the interest of an early Spring,
Mr. Beals is askad to continue the bad
weather uhtil Tuesday at lesat. This
ie m ground-hog case,

The growth of graft is {insidlous
and the City Counci] very properly de-
clines to pay for telephones in the
homes of employes,

The President of Haltl 1z now a fu-
gitive. Thought the Wilson policy in
Mexico was going to put a stop to
that sort of thing.

Rhods Izland, about as small as
statea are made, Is facing a deficlt
that would hardly feaze an Oregon
county.

Jerusalem will havs trolley cars and
electric lights. . For a young city Je-
rusalem certainly has a progressive
spirit,

A Japanese farmer sent Secretary
Bryan a radish. Recently, also, a
Jap in Tokic cabled him a lemon.

It's & rare Winter day now Iin Port-
iand when we don't gat a peep at the
sun.

The policeman who shirks Iin the
face of danger should loze his star.
et

Tha Pope pronounces the

tango
dull.

That's the surest way to kil it

Anna Held does not mind the taint
on the money,

Plekad out your 1814 oar at the

= ——

-

problem, |
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LIBRARY FLOOR PLAN CRITICISED

Fatron Finds Inndegquate Room in Most
Fregquented Department.

PORTLAND, Jan. 27.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Although we have in Portland a
batter bullding for our Public Library
than any other Pacific Const city, 1 be-
Heve that local citizrens would approve
vigorously any affort to overcome tha

present Inndeguacy of the circulation
room.

This department should have been
Improved when abandoning the old
bullding, but If any change has oc-
curred, It has been for the worse. The

vigitor on entering jostles between two
counters or desks, around which are
crowded people who are ready to leave.
The same door is made to serve for en-
trance and exit. The two counters most
used are both close to this door—oaus-
ing congeastion and confuslon. The &n-
tira room is too small. In small towns
the lbrary starts as a circulation room.
That remains, and should remaln, the
main feature. Other departments
added as needed. In our new bullding
other departments, useful as they are,
geem to have bLheen glven all the room
A cuble balf block of alr apac from the
second floor up, contnlns a card cata-
logue and information desk—nothing
more. The elrculation room—the most
actively and constantly patronized de-

partment of the Instirution. is {ll-ar-
rangad, Is crammed and jammed, and
conaldered &s the chief literary clenar-
ing-house or « iange of this city, it

ridiculously small I have noted many

instances where certain oks nre spe- [iMPorits and expor af
*ally called for, they are hrought in |country, " east 3
from ths St om. not appearcing on |think of calling )
the shelves at probably for lack of [Atlantic topheavy, beea
ahelf spuce; all this in a public lbrary (Balf of the population of
bullding of four stories and occupyling |State?
n full block. Portland Is small, compared with de-
Daylizht enters thie oriculation-room |mand for a sreuat clty on the Columbia
through windows In the s¢ h wall, and |[outlet to the Paelfle Ooean on the |
talls on the books against the north tl of the Pannma Cnnal nd
wall, The south wall section Is nat- Improvement of o
urally the darkest portion of the room, |river mouth, Th 1
S0 againet this wall have been placed |ch 12l has now onls
the books containi literature, |m of bar, 28 feert low wa
poetry and tiction be sought |feet of which wu .
In gloom and shadow, y the north |Summer with
wall brightly displaye all those miirvel- |,gn dg enrs ngo,
ous blographles that no ong reads—f« south . When the
elgn politics, books on exploration a nels, Captuln Flavel u
discovery, eto, mostly publlshed In 1% to one of his tugs n
or prior theéreto. If 1T exaggerato re-|1r awver bumps in the
garding the morth wall, the fact still |oyurrent scour out to
remains that only one person makes|ip.n. Captain (¢
usa of that side of the room to every |a. .. L vat ol ousht
51X or more people who must crowg and :at'u:-'-' thare l.,,rl‘_" Y
jostle about the dark south wall now ot o levinthan |
I do not wish this to be construed as it T“’, i v ol
an attack on the corps of Ubrarians or| ‘}.‘ Sk s ety ¢
= . : 1 - ortland's « : demands gres r
attendants. I have found them courte-|. ... { import nd
oun, afficlent and willing to please. - = MApOrss LIRS
H. C. SCHAPPEIT, ports 'm‘,‘;h: n-.-ﬁw ta be w«ight
749 Water strest of Puget Sound, rather that
= At present
b Out the dar to 40 i i
UNIVERSITY EQUIPPED FOR WORK dredged The ir aur |
o s ola » ¢ 1 T i1 ni o bt " -1,
Not Expenslve to Malntain Engincering :\“h“,d ,_,'},[:_hr:‘t;" ..flgzr:j‘jll e |
Courae, Smys Writer. M C, GEORGE,
EUGENE, Or,, Jan, 27.—(To the Edi- |
tor.)—A recent article In wyour paper | LOCAL ASSESNSSMENTS FOR Ill‘t\i),‘\'|
slgned “Granger” glves a wrong Im- f—
preselon and an unjust criticlsm of the | ¥r Odell Offers Plan for Siatewide
Board of Higher Currioula {n regard to Highwnay Improvement,

engineering courses at the State Unl-
varsity. They have done what la prob-
ahly best for the general good of the
state. Oregon has been galning » bad

reputation all over the United States on
account of her trestment of the Unl-
versity. What must intelligent people
think whon they read the articles abhout
the enormous wasto and unheard-of ex
travagance, such wvast sums spoent (n
duplication of courses?

The fact |} edudntes her atu-
dents at about the lowesl cost per cap-
ita of any institution of its class east
or wast. Other states glve llbe
and say little about CXpense Wi
glve very little, and talk of the com-
paratively amall sums s Wwere a
most heartbreaking affair to give any-
thing that could possibly he withheld
If the university had no equipment
there might be more reason to talk, but
the state has smpant Iarge sums of
money for bulldings and experimenta
and has turned out from the university
soma of the best engineers in the
Northwest. To keep some branches go-
Ing Is not expensive, and will be an
advertisement for Oregon worth many
timea its cost, while removing these
courses will CRUsw widesprend un

Oregor

the

friendly coriticism which will injure the
state,

We fear “Granger” is= salling uynder
falae colors, in preachine ecanoimny mnd
closing his article with a velled threat
of moving the unitversity to Corvallis
That would be wvery expensive 1t

would cause the state much loss, would
greatly increase expense; it would In-
Jure both Institutions and wgive the
state nation-wide notorlety of a very
unfaverable charscter. The action an-
nounced by the Board would incur =o
lHttle expense that (Lt would not be
muatter of dollars mnd cents to most
taxpayers, It would be a matter of only
n few cents each year. Publio spirit has
bullt California and Washington ahead
of Oregon. Littlenesa and penuricus-

R

DREDGING FOR BIGGER FORTLAND/(
Destiny of Columbin Basin's Port Onlly |

for 40-Foot Channel,
PORTLAND, Jan.

27 —(To the Edi-|

Twenty-five Years Ago

| L = i S
tor.)—Occasionally, some without due| i-al'-r:' ir’n.:-zur....:n ot .am,..nr; 20, 18 I.
consideration clnim that Portland's| .5 oot T e

270,000 populstion is top-heavy in - |mah, and Tongue, of =,
0. population Is top-heéavy n pro |& t1t on the Port 1y
portion to Oregon’s 760,000 people—avaer | e 20 B E b o

one-third the state, they say. But such| = e LS Uie

is not the way to look at it Thoy

forgaet that Portland = on a line be-

ilweean Oregon and Washington of

2,000,000, and is more or less A natural

clty Ior both states.

They also overlook thut i tiand
commercinlly 1s the natural for
the great Columbla River eom- |

prising three-fourths of gon, three-|

quarters of Washington, the whole of
Idsho, and parts of Wyomd avadu
and Western Montana and larx por- |

tion of British Columb A\ 1ined
down to ti city by ¢ ri ir -
sit-ways, and with down-gr s huuls
for rallroads and other forms of land
transporwation, which basin drain has
now n total of neéariy 2,500,000 people

In additlon, TPortland
present, and

Is someoewhan

brospactively, n
competitor for Iimmonsa addit
territory In portd of Alberta, Sas-
katchewan and 3 Itoba, a down-
to-the-sea outlet for thelr !mme
ahipments of whent gnd lumber
other products, whers they now have
ovar 1,000,000 more of population.

Besldes, Portland Is now. and ever
destined to be, a I ifle seaport for

pérts, wit
and tho demand calls for sclentifle en
Kinsering, going back 2000 and J000
yYears to tha bullders of the “Appilan
Waw" t ie under despotie
power of sluves
In K nowsavar, no less
and sclentifle englinee are de-
| manded, but be r istment of |
the ghis of o ilp, equitably ad-
tered, 7 dreams and

trallzed commimslons should be avo

lest lJarge sums expéended

neéss on the part of Oregon's cltizens
alona could keep her in tha lower
ranks.

Any citizen of Oregon who would do
anything to impnir the usefulnesa of
elther of our stats Institutions ta sadly

lacking In public spirit, Let us stop |
unjust eriticiam, look over some m-tni
and faults, as we see them, of our

officials and all join handam In the up-
bullding of Oregon and she can take
her place In the sisterhood of the
statea, fairest and most desirable of all
JONATHAN JOHNSON.

CHANGE WOULD
Mr.

IMPATIRL SYSTEM

White Opposes Hemovnl of Powtnl
Bank Limitaglons.

PORTLAND, Jan. 27.—(To ths BEdl-
tor.)—In The Oregonlan 1 ind the
following: *“The removal of all maxi-
mum limitations on amounts of postal
savings deposits™; “establishment of
cheoking nccount priviloges.”

The advocatea of the Po=tal Savings
Bank wished tha system ndopted for
the purpose of affording a depository
where Lhe pocrer clamsea could place
their savings and have absolute secur-
ity (I e, na safe as the foundation of
the Government) and not be at the
mercy of the unscrupulous

To the best of my knowledga there
was no {dea of the Govarnment going
into a general banking business, 1
admit there should be facilitles for the
depositor to get his money without a
ot of “red tape,” but I believe the
checking proposal la both unwise and
unneceasary, if for no other reason
than that many Apcoounts would ba
lHable to withdrawal, being #o easy:
and the further fact that many small
acoounts now transacted In legitimate
banking Institutions might be trans-
ferred and thereby cause friction.

The maximum might bia ralsad
somewhat, yet If the depositor ean ob-
tain Interest-bearing bonds of small
denominations 1 fall to sec any ndvan-
tage In a change. The class most in-
terasted have a good thing estab-
lished and it would be wisdom to leave
things alone.

I am not & banker, nor depositor In
the Postal Bank, only one of the earlier
advocates of A system that was pre-

dlicted to “wreck™ the banking Indus-
try, therefore am somewhat familiar
with this subject. B C, WHITE.

635 Savier street.

Irishman Keeps His Job,
Lippincott's, Philadelphia.

One of the bossea at Baldwin's loco-
motive works had to lay off an argu-
mentative Irlshman named Pat, so he
saved discusszion by putting the dia-
charge in writing. The next day Pat
was misaing. but & week later the boea
was passing through the shop and he
saw him again at his lethe. Going up
to the Irishman he demanded Nercely:

“*Didn't you get my latter? *

“¥lis, sur, Ol did," eald Pat.

“Did you read it

“Sure, sur, Ol read It inzide and Ol
read it ountside,™ =njd Pat “and on the
inslde yes asid I was fired, and on the

outulde yoa ‘Return to Baldwin'a
a in five dayas ™

$A18 Jook well

L

PORTLAND,
'-I.‘\.‘ r!'."-

Ino

motor ol

1d Increasing « Ty
! Automoblla owners
plessurs seakers and joveiders,
he need of good ronda, This ine

olugs has grown to he o v y ln
eent of tha traveling public, hence tha
auicry commands serious conslderation
with prompt action

Mueh of the road work | the p
has bean applied hout s “im,
to Tttle beyond temporary ne- |
cesslties

The day for
Ing. even uar

highwavs, te routes
pleasure resurts for fovr
of embracing all the ron naaded In
the entirs state, Including lvine dis-
tricts as well as promlnent thorough-
fares, |
To this end let sach county In the|
state be divided fnte distrl s of sult- |
able sige under e mrded and
wise legislation b3 the real e=-
Lite o= In end rict shall be
nuthorized to des| 16 tlons or
ronds to be Improved, t r with
such other discretionary e
may be deemed reasonahble 1d  just;
let all work be by contract, refully

ipervised

£ by
when the worlk

competent n ers;
is nccepted pavment to

be made by the adind land owners
in the same maner as Is usualy pro-
vided for payments for Improv

of Etreets In our cities under caraful

bond restrictions,
Thisa plan, folly workesd out and
¥ guarded, would placa the cost
* iImprovemeants upon
lands, which would be
value, therehy compensating
“rs It would embrace svery 1nd
carner of the state, and the oppartun-
itiea for graft and favoritism would be
minimized
g 2r this
be modified

own-

noolk

plan raad bullding
by local conditic
ndjuste meat the déemands for sery
ios 1lc highwayns and extended
thoroughtfnres or boulevardas would

wonld

celve greanter ¢are and moro extended
Improvements;: and ths adjacent real
ostato be proportlonataly enhanced In |
value; so that the burden of cost would |
be adjusted to the benefits recs |
It thla plan has meorit 1t n g no |
boosting arguments in support, if not
the lesn sald the bettar, !
W, H. ODELL.
Whnt Mr., Fording Proposcd.
PORTLAND, Jan. 28 —(To the Edl-
tor.j—I1 beg to correct a mistake ap-

pearing in Tae Oregonlian,
that I want 4 Republlicah
dorse certa.n candldates. I suggested
no such scheme. What I did sugpgest
was that we tako ateps 1o gecure a test
vote of Republicans on the many ean-
didates for Governor of Ore son, glving
te each wvoter first, socond mund third
cholce, and to do this befores the pri-
mary so that wa need not vote for o
who In fact have no ashow of n
tion. No suggestion was made to
clubs In tha Interest of any cant
or to bind the club to support any

to the effect
clubs to in-

=1

didate or even request the support |
any candidate. Because wa can N
but one -guess on primary day

thought It a sane method to throw sc
llght on the Feal santiment of w-tr.-r:--|

It Is true that some protested agulnst
any move that might throw
the chances of candldates f

tion and held it to ba u v n of
to in any manner Interfera with
sacred right to keep the wvotera

celved and divided. Some of the latter
class Insinunted that any proctical work
to throw light upon the voter which|
would make it possihle to aveld wasting
his vote on a friend would be .1!.1;1.[]-&".-.1‘
by the snemy ss an indorssthent of the
club., Such clalm did not sesm to de-
mand any denlal and I protest agalnst
the accusation that I even hinted at
elub Indorsament. T. J. FORDING.

Little Hint in Bill Revinion.
London Sketch.

Luncher—Look hers, waitar, I'm very
sorry, but I've only Jjust sufficient
money with me to pay the blll, and
nothing left for a tip for you.

Walter (confldently)—Would you
mind just lstting me "aveée another loolk
at the bill, slr?

Brief Fashion Note.
Boston Transcript
My, Snapp—Wall, all the fools ara not
dead yet.
Mra. Snapp—I'm glad of it, I never
in Discis.
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“All the Comforts
Of Home."”
pOrass
com-
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presslon yoars ngo
y one, it is hoped.
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timas
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Any one who
with tha home
erftion or two
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familiar
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Thers lan't & department of ths
home that basn't begnefited by the
invantive genius and skill of an ad-
vanced civilization,
Ara you right up to
all of tmprovements?

the times in

If not, thers {s no better way than
to turn to the advertising pages of
The Oregonian, i is seat forth
dally. Interesting Information of
aevery possihle Qeseription—all point-
Jng to and describing the things
that go 1o make the Bome modarn
and comfortable.—Ady

roin




