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SPOILSMEN RAID AGAIN.
Emboldened by success, Democratic
| Congressmen are attempting another

rald on the elvil servive, Having
withdrawn depuly marshals and dep-
y Uty  ecollectoars of internal revenue

from the operation of the merit sys-
tem, they next egcluded income tax
and Federal reserve employes, They
now proposs to add assistants of first
and second-class postmasters, num-
bering about 2400, to the spolls. They
propose to do so by the pernicious,
underhanded means of a rider to the
postoflice biil., Thoy
to come Into

appropristion
have not the conrage
the open and attack tha civil %ervice
law with a bill for that express pur-
pose. They cover thelr work by hid-
ing It in an appropriation bill, by
which means also they provide the

President with an excusa for conniyv-

ing at It, namely, the plea that he

cannot verta the obnoxious rider with-
out vetoing the entire biH and thus
injuring the public service.

The peopls have been sparing of
thelr criticlsm of Mr. Wilson for his
ylelding to the spoilsmen, for they
have recognized that he must make
some concessions to the accumulated
appetite of sixteen years In order to
curry through the great measures for
which the country is waiting and on
which he has stuked his Administra-
tlon, But the opinlons of several lead-
Ing Democaratic newapapers, which are
friendly to Mr. Wilson, indicate that
the people conslder concessions to the
spollsmen to have gone rar enough.

The New York World indorses the
Civil Service Reform League's de-
saription of the postoffice rider as ''a
plain attempt to get 2400 wvaluable
Johs to pay political debts,” It de-
soribes the Postoffice Department us
&n “Ilncompetent and stup!d monop-
oly," which "“has suffered further de-
moralization under the burdens of the
parcel post” and wwhich i likely to
collapse,” If turned over to the spoils-
men. Admitting that “many, {f not
most, of the assisteant postmasters
were appointed originally for pollitical
reasons,” the World =zays they have
become experlenced and famillar with
thelr dutles, are removed from the
field of actlve politics and “are public
sprvants, not porti=an seéervants.' 1t
#=avs that to remove them to make
places for untried men *“would bs an
et of inexcusable folly.” It closos
with this warning:

Tha spoiis no Jonger helong to the victors,
and if the Democratio maforily seoks to Im-
poge & povernment by apolls upon the
country, the Damocratic party will sonn
daane 0 EFovern. "

The New York Times is equally em-
Phatic In its condemnation. Detect-
ing In Congress “a deotermined tend-
ency gradually to break down the
merit syatem and to o en the way to
resatore the old, bad spoils system,”
the Times denounces the rider aa “a
more datermined and dangerous ‘at-
tack upon the merit system” than any
that have preceded it. Recalling the
qulat revolution wrought by the elvil
service law In the Ilast thirty years,
it accuses “a large part of the Demo-
erntas In Congress" of wishing *“to go
back to the miserable method of ap-
pointment for political or personnl fa-
voritlsm."” It says that, while signing
biils which carry such riders, the
FPresident “has expliined that his be-
lief in the merit system {= unshaken
and that he means to enforce it,” wvat
these measures “seribusly cripples his
pawear'™ to enforce it. His position ia
culled feerble and exposed to further
attacks and he I= warned that he is
“definitely threatened with a break-
down of the merlt system that would
be disastrous to his Administration.”
He Is urged to have the rider stricken
out or te veto the bill, for *“no plea
In excuse wonld in any degree palliate
his fallure” to do so.

The rider iz termed by the Indla-
napolls News another wedge thrust
into the merit system. It savs the
spollsmen hops to force the President
0 approve the blll and thus to turn
over thoss 2400 ofMcea to them. The
News maintains that the President
should have power to veto separate
Items and Congress should be pre-
vénted from attaching riders to bills,
and that, in the absence of that pow-
er, he should wveto the posatoffice bill,
“should it come to him with the ob-
Jectionable provision included."

A statement by the Brooklvn
Eagle's Washington ecorrespondent of
the number of postmasters appointed
by Mr. Wilson in the ten months he
has been President glves little hope
that he will stop the ralds of the
Epollsmen, He has appolinted 2082
postmasters, nearly a third of them iIn
the South., whers Republican post-
masters who formed a part of Presi-

§ dent Taft's steam roller have besn dis-
placed. Nearly n third of the re-
movals have been in the South, 216 of

s them in Texas alone and 103 In Ok-

i lahoma. Referring to the large num-
ber of removals In normally Republi-

!‘ can states, the Eagla correspondent

w Eayvs:

’ 1t needs no political expert to mee at a

Fiance that all of theas weall-favored North-
&rn States are strategic from o political
standpolint.

Referring to the fregquent complaint
of Congrassmen and political leaders
that they do not recelve snough pat-
ronage, the correspondent says:

That such a complaint is Justified pan-
eerning  President Wilsen s not generally

rogarded here as being borne out by an
exnminntion of the figures,

The President seems to have adopt-
ed n apecles of reciprocity with Con-
gress, whareby the members get jobs
for their favorites in exchange for
thelr votes for his constructive legis-
Iation: In other words, the legialative
skids are greased with spofls. If this
be =0 and unless the Presldent heeds
thes admonitions of the leading Damo-
oratic newspapers wo have quotad and
© of others llka the New York Evening

RS TS

Post, there {s amall chance that much
will remain of the merit system when
Mr, Wlilson's term expires,

A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELY.

The Oregonian reprints today from
the Ban Francisco Argonaut a sum-
mary of the California voters’ regis-
tration In varlous cities of that state,

3| cofiplled ten days after the books

were openad. The Argonaut warns
the public that no safe conclusions
can be drawn from the early show-
Ings; yet a deduction or twa is obvious
And may be indicated.

There was last yvear in California a
peseudo-Republican party controlled
by men wha hsd really desarted the
party and who had an avowed pur-
pose to destroy It. These men and
their followers have abandoned the
mesquerade and have get sall under
their true colors. The residue are
registering now as Republicans, and
it is safe to mssume that they Intend
to stand indefinitely by the old or-
ganization, sink or swim, survive or
periah.

The early returns dlsclose that
more citizens have go far registered as
Republlieans than as Progressives,
Whatever the final figures it is prob-
able that the two partles will have
strength somewhere nearly equal. The
members of the new party are recruft-
¢d almost wholly from the Republi-
cans and there have been few gains by
the Hepublicans from the Democrats;
0 that two partles have risen In Cali-
fornin on the ruina of one.

What will be the result? The Demo.
¢ratic party in California is virile and
numerous. It lost the state In the Te-
cent Presldential election by a halr,
though it is doubtless true that large
numbers of Republleans then wvoted
for Wilson. Some of those Republi-
cansg, if they flnd the outlook hopea-
less, will doubtless continue to affill-
ate with the Democrats as the easiest
way to escape a Progressive triumph,

A muan with one leg Is no it entry
for & footrace; and a party with one
wing will not fly far in & political
contest, If no change occurs, Call-
fornia is safe for ths Democrats.

THOSE WICKED GUNMEN.,

One af the indictments against Cop-
perfield enumeratad by Governor
West in an address before the Ad Club
was the number of firearma found (n
the wvillage. Sixty-thres wears taken
from persons who attended o meeting
called by Colonel Lawson and a search
around town increased the collection
to more than 200,

We would not for a moment defend
the act of carrying a weapon into a
public mesting but in what way does
ownership of 140 odd firearms not
carried Into the mesting justify a
proclamation of mertial law?

The right to bear arms s guaran-
tead by the constitution and elab-
orated by statute. Governor West pro-
fesaas 1o have acted in accordance
with statute in usurping civil suthori.
t¥. But ownership of firearms In n
community s not statutory cause for
calling out the militia. On the con-
trary, it not only i1s lawful, but both
clvil and military officers are forbid-
den by law to take firearms from the
owner unless also the services of the
owner are required to keep the peace
or defend the state, Private citizens
were not lmpressed into military duty
al Copperfleld,

The sections of the d¢ode on
right to bear arms are as follows:

330E—Every white male citilzen of this
atate above the age of 18 years shall be

the

entitied to have, bhold and keep for his
own use and defense the following - fire-
arms, to-wit: Hither or any one of the

following mnamed nos and oane revalving
pistol, a rifle, n shotgun (Aocuble or gingle
harrel), smgar or munket; the same to be
exempt from coxecation under the laws of
Orexon.

L850-—No officar, clvil or military, or other
poracn, shall take from or demand of the
ownor any flrearms mentioned 1In this
chapter, exoept whers (he services of the
owner are ziso required to kesp thoe peace
or defend the stonle.

Ak reason far martial law the Gov-
ernor's count of firearms owned in
Copperfield is about as Important as
i census of brickbats and potato
mashera.

HURRARING FORE THOURBLE.

In the subsidized single-tax cam-
paign of 1812 Oregon heard a great
deal about “single tax"” in Vancouver.
Fals Fund presa agents asserted time
and, egain that the Vancouver tax
systern was responsible for the tre-
mendous bullding and Industrial ac-
tivity then in progress in the British
Columbia c¢ity. Now and then ons
was forced to admit that Vancouver
did not have =ingle tax—only near-
single tax. Nevertheless it was free-
dom from certaln laxes that Induced
manufacturers and bullding investors
to flock to Vancouver, we were told.

Today Vancouver s experiencing a
business depression and upon invita-
tion from a Portland evening newspa-
peér with sihgle tax Jeanings one of
the single-taxers who used to delight
In making invidious comparison be-
tween Vancouver and Northwest
cities on the American side of the
line comes to the rescue with an ex-
planation.

The trouble in Vaneouver, it ap-
pears, 1s that the city dld not go the
whole road in single tax. *““With six-
sevenths of the rental value of land
to speculate with the real estate boom
produced just what it dld in cities of
this country—an ultimate relapss,”
says this eminent tax authority.

Bearing in mind that, on asuthority
of the same wrlter expres=sed in 1912,
the Vincouver boom was promoted by
near-single tax, we are led to more
serious misgivings than ever as to
the effect of the step toward single
tax the same propagandist is now ad-
vocating for Oregon in the $1500 ex-
emption on Improvements and per-
sonal property.

If near-single tax will produce a
boom and an ultimate relapss in Van-
couver, will'it not have the same ef-
fect In Oregon? Are the single taxers
déliberately steering us toward a hard
fall? Is It thelr purpose to teach with
the adversity of near-single tax the
glory of full-single tax?

INTELLECTUAL WASHINGTON.

We feel no apprehensfon whatever
that the Washington smart set will
strain thelr minds to the danger point
in pursuing the new studies which
they have taken up. Psychology and
ethics are the branches which have
bean thus distinguished by aristo-
cratie favor. According to reports,
the rage for these Intellectysal diver-
slons bids fair to drive out the tango
and make bridge leas desolate. The
rumor that the President's daughters
expect to attend one of these classes
before a great while galps soms ered-
ence, since these maldens are deeply
interested in all that pertains to the
higher regions of thought. The psy-
chology which has become “‘the ulti-
mata scream”™ at the National Capital
is, above &ll things, new, No delving
into the mines of meditation. No
waste of time pondering over perplex-
Ing problems. Nothing of that vulgar
sort. The sclence has besn made

(platn, simple and easy, as beflts those

who have condescended to study It
There is a royal road to knowledge,
#t least to the kind of knowledge that
pleases the brain. of fashionable
Washington.

A few words of Jearned length and
thundering sound, & few ecatch
phrases and cant terms, some dgoses of
sdccharine sentiment, some “moral-
ity"* of the up-to-date wvarlety, mix
these Ingredients well together in a
mortar with a lttle risky sexual al-
luslon and you have the psychology
which fascinates the upper circles at
the Capital. The ethics which our so-
cial luminaries have undertaken to
aemuse their Hghter moments by
studying is of a similar character. It
begins with the motto that “self-ex-
pression js the first iaw of life™ and
ends with the precept that the high-
a4t form of self-expression is attalned
by running away with your neighbor's
wife. We should expect this science
to be enormously popular, not only In
Washington, but in every other city
where Idle people with too much
money for thelr own good are gath-
ered together. Even a fashlonable
mind cannot be satisfied forsver with
utter wvacuity. It ha= to pretend to
exart itself once In a while, or Insan-
ity would ensue. Hence thess new
“studies.””

CENSORING TIIE STAGE.

Experience does noif encourage us
to expect any positive resulls from a
censorship of thke stage. The Portland
committee, of which Dr. TFoster s
chairman, sesms likely to give its at-
tention to constructive measures rath-
er than to mers faultfinding with
what is bad. He says the commities
should secic *“'to devise some positive
method to improve the character of
raudeville productions,” instead of in-
sisting upon “negative aspects of the
matter,” Although this committee
will concern itself ofMicially only with
vaudeville, =till the principles upon
which it plans to act are applicable to
&ll sorts of theaters. Denunciation of
the bad has never been 2o fruitful as
promotion of the good. The Drama
League ha=z probably hit upon the
only method of “elavating the stage”
that will ever leand to anvthing of
consequence. The =llent disapproval
of undesirable plays, with a steadfast
direction of patronage to what is bet-
ter, will work monders in course of
time.

Probably the only effective censor-
ship of the stage we ehall ever at-
tain must coms from the great publle
itxplf, rather than through drama
leagues or some similar organizations.
In countries where officilal censor.
ship has Dbeen long established and
active the people have uniformly re-
fused to be gulded by {t. The surest
wiy to make a play popular, of late
years at any rate, Is for some ¢ansor
to comdemn It. Experience shows
that official judgments upon literary
productions of any sort are llkely Lo
be not only insufferably stupid, but
vitlated as well, by soclal and political
prejudices, The Russian censorship
is, of course, the mode]l of all that s
bhad in that direction, though, secretly,
it is the ambition of many local cen-
sorial bodies to Imitate It ns closely as
they dare. The scope of the Russian
censorship 1= unlimited. It covers all
printed and spoken matter as well as
the stage. Such innocent and meekly
conservative publications as Dr. Ly-
man Abbott’s Qutlonk eannot be eir-
culated in Russia untll the more."suhb-
versive"” pages have been Inked out,
The native press ls ruled with an Iron
hand and writers who inour the: dis-
approval of the oflcial critics are bun-
died off to Siberia without delay. No
Amerlcan cen=orship can hope for &
grant of power quite equal to this,
byt it {5 the gonl toward which such
ambitions uvsually alm.

The Austrian censorship enjoys the
glory ©of having suppressed the best
works of Grillparzer, the nation’s
greatest dramatic poet. Tt also be-
deviled Richard Wagner when his af-
falrs were at theilr darkest. Any
line of play or copera which the
censor’s Imagination can distort into
an attack upon the government or
smacking, no matter how faintly,
of “sedition,” I8 sufficient In that
blessed country to blight the entire
production. England has had the ben-
ofit of a more or less farcical censor-
ship for many wyears,. The function
is exercized by an official of the court
who has been ridlculed by Bernard
Shaw until all the world knows what
an anomaly the censorship is In this
age of the sworld and what a simple-
ton usually performs it. Shaw says,
indeed, that no person Intelligent
enough to ba a competent censor
could be hired to exercise a duty so
mean and malignant. Howevar that
may be, we all know how the British
censorship has worked out in prac-
tice, It has uniformly allowed foolish
and viclous plays to proceed unhin-
dered, whila it haz heen the consistent
enemy of good dramatic art and sound
morals, As far as we have had any
experience with official censorship in
the United States it has operated In
the same wWay.

France and Germany, which are
measurably free from the meddling of
official censorship, are the twe coun-
tries in which the drama flourishes
best. We shaldl be told at once to look
at Norway, which has produced Ibsen
and Bjornstjerne Bjormson, but, un-
happily, these geniuses are both dead
and neither of them received much of
a welcome at home until the more lib-
eral forelgners had sealed thelr fame.
It is in France and Germany, with
their intellectual freedom, that the
theater thrives best. England, to be
sure, is doing wvery well, but that i=s
because her censorship is nothing but
A pretence In most cases. It only be-
comes active when some play is of-
fered which seriously attacks vice con-
ditions, .

In the United States a great
many good people take it for granted
that the theater is a sink of Iniquity
which Is past redemption. At Its best
it I8 hopelessly evil. At its worst it
iz not much blacker. This mistaken
feellng leads some ministers to preach
against all play-going as If it were one
of the deadly sinsa. What we need in
this meatter, as in =0 many other di-
rections, Is the power to diseriminate
betwaeen the good and the bad. Of
course, It Iz temptingly easy to say
that” “all dancing and thesater-golng
are immeoral” and there end the mat-
ter, but unfortunately Jjudements of
that kind are so hopeleesly Inane that
they satisfy nobody of more than in-
fantile intelligence, There s more
promisa in the feeblest effort to edu-
cate the public taste and morals than
in whole volumes of restrictive ordi-
nances. Our good peopls hova bs=an
saying “don’t” for s0 many centuries
that the human race is weary of their
{teration. What wa want now is a
code of ‘do's’ Dr. Foster's position
as ohalirman of the censorship com-
mittes is singularly happy, Inasmuch
as he fully understends the potancy
of constructive thought. We shall ex-

ing leadership to frame some sensibie
measures for educating the publiec and
little or nothing in the way of penaiiz-
ing thes theaters. Fenaltles abound
far too much already. It iz time to
try something more effactiva,

A writer on the Boston Transcript
hes converted the name of John Lind
inte a2 noun snd & verb of definite
meanings, which, he suggests, should
be incorporated In the dictonary, as
follows:

LIND, n. A project asserstly concelved
and carried forward In myatery, from which
great results are expected, but of which
nothing comes,

¥. I, To Intermeaddle, where there s =&

-assumed right so to do.

2 To consume m great dewl of time In
walting serlously for what does not
happen,

President Wilson’s Mexican policy
can be said at least to have enriched

the languags.

Is there any good reason why the
German and Swiss socleties should
not be permitted to aAmuse themsalves
a8 they 1llkeT Their members are
good citizens of trustworthy Judg-
ment, who need very llttle police su-
pervialon. Thara is some danger lest
our zeal for other .people’s morals
may degensrate into puritanical fa-
naticism. If it does 30 a reaction is
sure to follow, which will leave mat-
ters worse than they wers bhefore re-
form began.

The Christian Science Monitor, ra-
ferring to The Oregonian’s recent de-
sire for a supply of competent in-
stroctors In co-operative management,
says that this *‘shonld open & new
vocation for iIntelligent and active
young men."” In the same connection
we may mention that our progressive
Agricultural College will soon open &
new cour=e of Ilnstruction in co-opera-
tivea management In harmony with
modern needs.

A strike of the employes of the mu-
nicipal street rallways, gas and electrie
works of Leeds, England, has been
broken by the action of the cltizens
In taking thelr places, Would the
people of en American city which
owned its utilities show equal public
gpirit by enduring the oblogquy of be-
coming ‘“scabs"”? That is one point
to consider in discussing public own-
ership.

Following the recent storm, beasch comb-
ars at Atlantlie City have been finding Iin
the ahifted sanda guarts of diewmond rings,
pear]l necklaces, gold watthes, tlaras and
other bathing saccessories of Jarsey mer-
maidn—Boston Transcript.

There should be a placer mining
stampeda to the Jersey heach, equal
to thoses to the Klondike and Nome.

Appenls for bhetterment of condl-

tions of the farmer's wife can bhe
made by Government commissions
and lvestock associations until the

cows come home of their own accord,
but the results desired wlill not be at-
tained until the old man Installs &
bathtub and buys an auntomobils.
i St it

Before he had been in office two
weeks, Mayor Mitchel, of New York,
quarreled with W, R. Hearst. That
fact gives ground for expectation that
he will be a good Mayor. At least
he will be Mayor, not Mr. Hearst's
dummy.

The modern Demooratis
in Oregon: To hades with the civil
power. Down with the constitution,
Let the military power ruls. All othsr
public officlals but the Governor are
crooks, and he Is the only honest man.

platform

Jiapan s very Impatient at fallure
of the United States to answer f{t=
diplomatie correspondence. But the
Japanese should bear In mind that
Secretary Bryan is too busy to attend
to such trifles

Hditor MeManus, indicted for help-
ing himself to the goods of a delin-
quent debtor, slmply followed the
time-honored precept of “grain taken
on subscription.

An odd commentary on the speed of
justice is found In the St, Louis Iiti-
gation over a baby., With thes suit
now at an end the baby has grown to
maturity.

The difference between Noah and
an Oregonian {s that the historic Ad-
miral never went ashores during the
wet spell and had little need of a
ralncoat.

A Methodlst minister at North Yalk.
Ima disputes the story of Jonah and
the whale; but, as he falls to offer
anything better, the biblical tales will
stand.

When the idle begin to burn Van-
couver they will run against a bit of
British law that will make them wish
they were in the easy-going States.

Twe Vancouver couples came to
Portland to get thelr marriage li-
cansas. Must have wanted records
they could ba proud of.

Governor West is busy trying to ex-
plain he was not slurring a man for
his misfortune, and, as usual, expla-
nations are ‘‘odorous.”

Between starting things and ex-
plaining them afterwards Governor

West keeps the publicity pot boiling
right merily.

The Xaiser forbids German offl-
cers taking hold of the female arm,
but neglects to mention the nwalst,

Your true Prohibitionist laughs at
these continued rains as he contem-
plates a possible long “dry"™ pericd.

The carload of smelt sent from Kel-
g0 to Kansas City will spoil the appe-
tite for mudcat along the river.

One woman mauled two policemean.
What chance has mere men got In
the world any more?

Dealers at thes Chicago stockyards
are paying record prices for beef. Pity
the poor consumer.

Idaho University has raised tha ben
on the tango. Too lata. The tango
i= passe now.

A party of four has about as much
to fear from & cougar as= from a fleld
mouse.

The crop o©f political plums this
sesson is & rich and tempting one.

Washington soclety is going in for
the study of ethics. High time,

The annual revival of the yellow
perll appears to be about due.
——

Are we to have a snowless Winter?
—

What's bscoma of Mexico?

Stars and Starmakers

BY LEONE CAES BARER.

(14 CTRESS s Paruvian beaauty."

shrieks a headline, If she looks
like the ploture printed of her she's
hardly worth P.aruzlan. barking about

As nigh s I can figure it out, every
actress who gets mixed up in taxi acci-
dents, rallway wrecks or burning
bostleries suffers n compound fracturs
of her jewalry Egpa:rtm:nt.

In a little town out from Los Angeles
lleenses are required for chickens. The
musical comedy profession well may
shudder.

- - -
Emma Goldman is described as wear-
ing *“an anarchy veil"” Mades of bomba-

zine, I suppose.
- L L -

Bee where a business man has mar-
ried four nactresses In guccession.
Greater admiration for a profession has

never besan known.
- - -

Report says "quinine wliil bs cor-
nered,” In which event its pronuncia-
tion will probably ba established.

- - -

Louls Leoon Hall is playing a rola ha
likes—that of the hero traveling sales-
man-—at the Baker this wesk, “My bhest
pal was a traveling salesman, drummer,
so-called,” patg Y. L. H, “and ke Kip-
ling. who learned from others, 1
learned from my friend a lot about
hablits, reputed and otherwlise, of the
brotherhood of salesmen. Btudents who
have clossly observed the asnlmal In
his haunts will know that 14 times out
of nine he is bending over a musaty old
liotel desk making out fis day's sales
1st, forwarding cards to ths next stop-
ping place, writing letters to the
“house” and to the wife and the kiddies,
or maybe to the gir! at home, while the
lHttle world he has his being In sits
and twirls Its fingers und rolls 1ty eyes;
calls him & devil and whispers that he
probably Is luring Lizzie, the beauti-
ful gum-chewing head waltress, to
leave the Ilttle one-horss village and
clope with him to wicked BSalem, In-
stead ‘of flirting the hours away he
spends most of them sttending to his
emaployers’ Interests, elss It would go
to rack and ruln, and there would he
another merry little salesman on the
job—and that quickly, Among the
things that are not so black as they
are painted I head the ll=t with that
gay dovil, the traveling sales gent.”

L] - -

The “Honsymogn Exprass,” the Win-
ter Garden show, Is coming ta this
Coadt in about flve weeks,

- - L]

May Irwin, who opens tonight in *A
Widow by Proxy™ at the Helllg, sent me
& ¢ook book which she wrote all by
hersalf. It arrived yesterday. Its title
s “Home Cooking.” As my home con-
sists of & hotel apartmant, and the
noarest approach to a stove that I pos-
s0&s8 |8 the staam radiator and an alco-
hol teapot, I am not In & position to
say that I have “followed” any of the
recipes and “found them deliclous."” One
chaptar on puddings Is a stirring article
and one on onlons reduced me to tears.

- - -

See where & bevy of chorus maids
have bianded togethor to carry canes
to protect thomselves from mashers.
Well, unless the chorus ones are better
looking than some that have been sent
us of lgte the problem ecan be solved
by taking the blinders off the mashers.

- - -

Lililan Tingle iz preparing menus for
breakfast, luncheon and dinner for the
marching I. W. W's,

- - L ]
Idn Bt Leon, who came out te this
Coast with “Polly of the Clrcus,"”

plays the role of Amy In “Little Wom-
en.” coming to the Hellig next week.
Marta Oatman, who plays Mrs. March,
is a Californla girl, whose home {8 in
Riverside. BShe played In stock in Loa
Angeles and San Franclseo and then
went to New York, where she appeared
for three years with Henry Miller's

companlies,

Te stimulate Interest among the
photo-playwrightes, the Balboa Amuse-
ment Producing Company, of Los Ange-
les, is offering a prize of §200 for the
best three reel drama to be submitted
before May 1.

In making the offer the Balbos com-
pany reserves the right to reject any
scenario submitted, and to buy any
others at resusonable rates, Scenario
writers are requested pot to write
drama of military or Western life, as
those aubjects are not deemed avallable

by this firm of producers.
L3 L] -

Read where Trenton, N. J., had a ban-
quet for Ita Commercial CTlub, where
they ate three-ysar-old eggs. Huh,
that's nothing. I eat one every day or
so—older than that, and never rush
into print about it.

-

- - -
Ann Swinburne's ploture in colors
decorates the front cover of this week's

Dramatic Mirror.

‘. - -

A telegram sent to this department
from A. Eaufmann, of the Dramatic
Mirror, says that *"Thals Lawton has
contested honors with Mantell all along
the route, and the publie mnd eoritles
have showeored her with such praise
that this Tmnay be the reason for her
sudden separation from the company.”
A note from Miss Lawton says that she
s to open in *"The ¥Family Cupboard"
in New York,

-
Fanny Anitua, an Ttallan contralto,
has arrived In New York after a brief
and disastrous oxperience with the
Western Metropolitan Grand Opera
Company, which played a short sesson
&t the Tivoll Opera-House, San Fran-
elsco. Mme. Anltus I8 returning to
Milan to rejoin the La Scala organlsa-
tlon. Bhe says she hopes she will never
gses the Paclfic .Con.at. again,
- -

The Sothern repertoira for the week
of February 9 Is hare given in its re-
vizsad form: Monday and Tuesday nights
and Wednasday and Saturday matinees,
"It I Were King'”: Wednesday and
Baturday nights, "Hamlet”: Thursday
night, “The Merchant of Venlece'"; Fri-
day night., "Taming of the Shrew.”

- . -

It has come at last, & playlet founded
on the affair bhetween the late Melvin
N. Couch, of Monticello, N. Y., and the
womnan whom the New York Journal is
pleased to call a “Tove slava.” The play-
let has been written by Edward Weltzel
and James Clancy, and 18 now on the
bill at Poli's Theater, Bridgeport, Conm

For several years Mr. weltzal was
of the staff of the Datrolt Free Press.
He also Ils the author of a vaudeville
sketch called ““The Magple and the Jay."

Of course, one of the principal char-
acters s Adelajds Branch, the woman
in the came. The death scene is intro-
duced and the character of Mrs. Couch

Is mades prominent.
- - -

Bee where a woman named Myriyiia
Pounds Is running for office. Weil, her
nomination glves avoirdupols to the

SANDSTONE IS8 OF GREAT UTILITY

Northwent Produet Admirable in Color
nnd Stabllicy.

PORTLAND, Jan. 15—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Fearing that the public may get
the wrong I!mpression regarding the
qualities and usefulness of sandstone
for bulldings frein the statement pub-
lighed in The Oregonian a short time
ago, made by Mr. Mason. condemning
the stons taken from the old library
bullding, I beg to submit the following:

Fifty yoars' teat ought to prove the
worth of any sandstone, at least one
of the bstter known sandstones in the
Northwest which has been used for
bullding purposes and has been subject
to this test and in no way found
wanting. Others have, although not
so long in service, Indloated their
vaefulness and ability to stand for
aAges,

The satone used in the old Ubrary
bullding was what is ecalled purface
etdane, taken from the surface of the
quarry which carries all over about
10 feet in depth. It has a rich buff
color, and when properly nelected
possessos groat stability and while it
fa used mostly for interior work, i(t
is also used regularly for the exterlor.

Our blue~gray sandstones are, how-
ever more admirably adapted for gen-
eral bullding uses, Interior and ex-
terior, than atomes of other color.
Many notable examples of thia variety
of stone may be observed in varlous
prominant structures throughout the
Northwant, not & few of them standing
for a score of years and upwards. It
may ba described as blulish-gray in
color, llve and sound, soft and full of
sap when quarried, and ecasy to cut
and carve. Thia malkes its cosat very
reasonable. When exposed to the air
a very short time it becomes very hard:
in fact, no hard that experienced stone
cutters won't use It If you would give
it to them for mothing. When It be-
gomes hardened It Is good for & thou-
sand years, and there s no better
bullding material to be had.

I beg to submit herewith report of
Henry Landes, goologist of the Wash-
Ington Geological Survey:

Fermit me to eay that I have visited your
atone gquarry at Tenino o number of times,
and that I am quite famillar with the
quality of your sandstons aud of ita gensral
sppeRrance when placed In pulldings,

The Teaning stone s vary masalve In char-

acter, and In the quarry no evidencs of
bedding planes 18 apparont. Thoe rock Iis
very uniform o color and large guantities

may bo hud {dentically the same in gonersl
appearance and phyalcal character. The
stone hardens ‘after gquarrying ancd reaches
a condition of hardness such that it may be
transported and Inld Inte bulidings wit

any Ukelthood of ohlpping or muffe
breakage,

Our stats geoclogical survey mads zome
tests upon this stona sbout ten yeara AgD,

and found that It has a crushing strength
STH0 pounds to the sqguare incli. A sample

tested at the Watertown Arsenal on July B,
1803%, ran 68570 pounds to the sguare Inch
and ultimats strength of 2,100 poynds
The stone han & apeoifis gravity of 2881 and

A ratio of absorption littia over B per cent
Since this quarry was oponed the stone has
been widely used along the Coast In Wash-
Ington, Oregon and Callfornia, The bulld-
Ings that were made of it a good many years
ago show that the stons has besa very dur
pble and that no deterforation has suffored
in tima To my mind, it ls & very desirable
und pleasing bullding stone and worthy of
Yory gonsril use. [ may say that the fine-
noas of the graln of the stons and the ease
with which it may be eunt when guarried
makes It a wveary superlor stone for differ.
ent kinds of earving work whera sandstone
is used, H. A, HEPPNER.

Gold Troducotion nungd Prices.

INDEPENDENCEH, Or., Jan. 20.—(To
the Editor.)—Ploase answer the fol-
lowing question: “Why does an in-

crease In gold produsction maka prices
higher?

Bocause It mpkes gold worth less in
proportion to other commodities, and
the only way to glve effect to the re-
duced value of gold 1s to ralse the price
of the other commoditiss s expreased
In gold, The situation can beo esaslly
understood 1f we first dismisa from our
minds the idea that gold is money nnd
regard it as & commodity, ltks potatoes
or apples. If one farmer trades hia po-
tatoes for anothor farmer's apples nnd
If potatoes are wbundant while apples
are scarce, the one farmer must glve
more potatoes and accept less apples
than he would 1If conditlons were re-
versed. The buying of a ecommodity
with money in & gold standard country
Is in the end simply bartering of that
commodity for gold. When gola ia
abundant, A man gets more gold for
a bushel of potatoes than he would If
gold were soarcen, If, as was the custom
in primitive times, a certaln quantity
of uncolned gold wore welghed out In
payment for other commodities, we
should guickly realize that, whan gold
increased In abundance, It would bhe as=
correct to gay that gold was cheaper as
it would be to say that other commodi-
ties were desrer. Having for conven-
ience adopted gold as & measura of
value with stipulated quantities named
dollars, cents, etc., our only means of
putting in effect ths enhanced or re-
duged valne of gold is to reduce or
riaise the price of the commodities we
exchange for It

As te Prtenta.

THE DALLES, Or.,, Jan, 17.—(To the
Editor.)—Ars 'patents granted upon
usgaful devices made of ordinary paper?
Or must they be of speclally prepared
papar? In other words, which gets
the patent, as In the instance of the
sanitary drinking cup, or the sanitary
paper towel, the device or the paper?

A. B C.

Patents for paper cups mlght be
granted under devices, but more prob-
ably would bs patanted under that
class of patents which covers compo-
sition of matter. Paper towels would
be patented under the composition
clasa. If the composition of the paper
of which cups or towels are maile s
patented no one other than the owner
of the patent would be permitted to
make drinking cups of ths same paper,
If ardinary paper, not protected by any
patent, iz used, then thae nrticle,
whether it be towels or cupa, must be
patented as a duvl.za.

Variations of Compass.
PORTLAND, Or., Jan. 16.—({To the
Editor.) — Kindly lIet me know how
many degrees the mneedle of the sur-
veyor's compass varies from north and
south, say on Willamette meridian,
C. W. RHODES.

In regard to the amount by which
the polnting of the needls of the sur-
veyor's compass differa from the true
north and south meridlan, this varies
in different localities swhich may be
near the same north and south Iine.
The average variation s between 21
degrees and 22 degrecse, and the needle
points that much to the east of the
true north. The variation ia sometimes
greatly affected by the presence of iton
in the underlying rock formations, but
the above are good aversges for this
vicinity.

Guilty.
PORTLAND, Or., Jan,
HEditor.)—In the coursa
marily attentive perusal of The Ore-
gonian today, 1 discover this gross
lapsa: “Business lays neglectsad.” How
do you justify i(t? READER.

It cannot de Justified. Tha
tha' editor, the compositor and
proof-reader are jointly guilty

21.—(To the
of my ocusto-

writer,
the
of a

bhigh crime and gross misdemeanor

= .

against good usage and sound English. Jl

I Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Oragonlan of January 22, 1830,

Salom, Jan. 21.—A lot of innocent-
looking envelopes were distributed In
tha Benate this afternoon. Bteel opened
one and withdrew a printed clreular
letter, charging that the rallroad com-
pany had epent thousands of dollars to
secure the re-slection of Senator Dolph.

Washington, Jan, 21.-—At the Stato
Department and in the German leogation
there is considerable anxicty and ap-
prehension concerning the state of nf-
fairs In Samoa.

New York, Jan. 21 —Admiral Ger-
hardt says In case of war with Ger-
many over Samoan affalrs the scens of
opeorations would probably be confined
to the island, and although our Navy
ia weaker than Germany's, we would
have a decided advantage in belng able
to throw a Iarge body of troops on the
ground much quicker than Germany.

Albany, Or., Jan. 21 -—Considerabls
excitement was crented in this city to-
day by about 100 Italian laborers who
had not received full pay from the con-
tractors, Searls & Dean, for work done
on the Oregon Pacifle Rallroad. They
collected in front of the First Nattonal
Bank. Mr. Searls tried to reason with
them, but they would not be appeased,
and as he turned to entar the bank
they selzed hlmn &and one or two drew
knives mnd threatened to kill him.
Mayor Cowan and several citizens in
torfered and the mob was dispersed.

Sergeant B. & Pague of the TTnited
States signel! office, leaven today for
Balem in the Interest of the bill for
state weather service.

Fast Portland City Council—Mr. Cro
sier Introduced an ordinances amending
the franchise so that steam motors can
be used only on N street and horse

and
electric power on other sireets
A. J. Brownlic, of Major Handbiury's
oftice, returned yesterdany from ('ape
Mboaros in company with Mr, Leam

who has the contract

lighthours, and Mr. R
returnad
trip Kast

for huilding

gars

D,
from

D. Oliphant
AN extendod

sterdny

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan of Jenuary 27 14984
Mr, Hendorson
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to be ap for some time e learnad
from a man who or on foot rom
Umatiiln that the 1 an froxen from
Graunde F do Landing to the mouth of

the Deechiutes

Tha subjoct of Alverces
n quistus Iin the W
torial Legislature y

whom thea Nrst

aiuse of t

elon was referred returnied IC with the
recommendation that it de not passg and
o memorial o Congrasn WAN pPages
almost unanimonsly. prayving that th.
organla ot be mo amonded na to for
evar close the doors against auch =»
question.

Tharn Ig o Tamons resort for all
Blwaoshes just the Gardan Field
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rounter betweaan
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Houme Tnmt
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Sileta tribes.
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—
Yesterday wins tha dullest. wattes!
day Portiand has seen this year.
Hon. Jogeph Engle, of Belpassl,
Muarion County, yvosterday gave us faotl
of & move to ald tha sanitary fund
The cltizens there contamplats el
brating the birthday of Washingt
under the ausplcea of thelr lternr

soclely and are making evary .nroepari
tion for a grand fastival

Mr. O'Conner, of the What
Houaa, has be y propristoer o ¢
buildings on the leves oppoxite
up & Co's and in erecting
story on them

The Henator
Oregon Clty

her
yesterday.

mude first trip Lo

Gubernatorial Hop

By Dean Collins.

0ld Folitical
Has bean
Old FPollitical

Ambition
roaming through
Ambition
¢ in his hand;
it'a jab, jab, jab
With a sly and subtle stab,
Til1 the velns are full dopa
And the bralns are full of hope,
And men ook with evea of love
On the office of the Gov.

Things are humming,

More are coming,

Bigger yet tha list
Of the men who got
From the prodding of
And who first could

How the people’s

the land:

L§

of

O

B summing
the wi
“Amb

1,
tand
hinbbing

unde

volca

ils
When thay felt the gentle Jabblng

Of Political Ambition, with

in his hand.

the neodle

0ld Political Ambition
Many victims has already;

Old Political Ambition
Finds the list of victime steady.

Do they run, run, run

From his needle? Nary one

For they like the chaering drop

Of the Gubernatorial hop,

And he'll got ¢ more

Ere this new n Is o'er
They utre sta hin w
There's a new one ave day.

Do they dodgo from h Not the;
But they wheedle, whes wheedle,
“Aw, coma on here with your needle!

And the people’'s volea hear

Falrly bellow in the ear,

So that they can understand,
Just nas soon os they are jab
Just the instant they are mtabbed

By Political Ambition, with the

In his hand.

they
ol

needls

A Friendly Waord,
{Loulsville Courfer-Journal.)
“I have no had habits' sald the
young man, “I don’t smoke or drink
“Then I hardly think youn wiil be
happy with my daughter,” mald the old
man. "“"She does both.™

Investments in

Under-vestments

This i= the "boetween season™
& greal mAany woman in buying ont-
or clothing, consequently it Is a good
time to turn the attention o replen-
Ishing the stock of underclothing.
You have only to read the adver-
tisoments In The Oregonian to see
whet an (nfinite variety thera Is to

for

sult each permon’s individual ree
quiraments,
Study the plctures mnd deserip-

tiona furnished by the retmilers in
,thess columns and you can easily
decide what styles sult you best

Therd® ars 2 grest many trade-
marked brands of underwanr that
are backed both by tha wiation
of the manufacturer and of the mar-
chant who salls them In this clity.
Such a double guarantes makess von
doubly sure of Lthe gquallty and cor-
rectness of the garments

There is so much valuable infor-
mution furnished In The Ordgo-
nian's advartisaments on thls sub-

Jeet that If yYou reaad them carafully,
you cannot o far wrong on qual-
ity, fit mnd style—Adv,




