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A MNESSAGE OF GOOD CHEER

Fresident Wllson'a messnga on the
trusis is a message of good cheaer to
businessa, It expressea Joy owver the
ealm which has sucreeded the hot con.
tention of the lust few years befwessn
blg' business and the law. It wel-
comes the readiness of big business
B0 sabmit to the decres of publiec
epinlon that monopoly must not ex-
ist. It declarea the terms to which
big bustness must submit, but it does
Bo not 1 the of the

tane conqueror,

but'in that of the kind but firm par- il “::;:nn"i’:éf&“‘;:“"l”“”:: 1’;”' i
enl. Though the Appomatiox of the |in unfrisndliness townrd the business and
trusts has come, the conqueror is as 1‘;;”::"'—;:‘(':;_'-'"" which have Incurred popu-
conslderate us was Grant when he This is IMluminating. Bryan s a
handed back Lee's sword, man of words rather than of sotion.

Thix is as It should be, for the|The idea that he acts as a safoly valve
whols Nation, the trusts Included, is|on the active Wilkon Administration
BARer to complete the work of buasi- during the brief intervals between
#easy recdnsiruction which Mr. Wilson | Chautauqua  tours that he gilves (o
has begun. All percefve facts to which Cabinet dutles Is the acme of ab-
they were blind when heated by pns- | surdity,

Sion—that when business men are
eonflict with the faw, netivities
Aare restricted, If not paralyzed, and
that, until the way Is clearsd for them
o comply with law, the people
w1 stiffer with them, for the paraly-
Els  which the mightiest, ri-
nancinily and | ustrially, will extend
downward 1o humblest .
TWith the iers of big business
ready to submit nnd aszking for rerms,
Mz, Wison lays down conditdens which
dc* not abate jot of that wHich
tha'people have demanded with grent-
er ifeisterice as cach vear has passed.
The intersste in finance, Industry and
transpdrtation which unhealthis
Iy grown together dre to he separated
completely, but they are not to be
roughly and hastily rent apart, With
akill and care and without haste they
are to be severced by the legal and
Administeative surgeon's knife, until
each 1s g distinct, healthy body, un-
murred by scars inflicted in the proe-
<ax. Yet the severance is to be thor-
oilgh: Bankers are no longer to form
links which bind together In one in-
tere=t finance, manufacture and
transportition of a glven Industry,
Not only are Interlocking directorates

in

thelr

thi

strikes

t

L

one

have

one to Oregonians, but in the East it
will excite Hvely Interest in people
looking this way.

LAW NOT FACTS,

The decision of Judge Anderson in
the Copperfield case may be con-
densed into a few words. In sub-
stance it Is ag follows: The Governor
of Oregon has the power fo declare
martial law. Abuse of that powar
cannot be restrained by Injunetion, If
the power is abused, however, the
Governor is civilly or criminally 1i-
able. There in nothing in the decision
that justifies the spectacular acts of
Governor West. Judge Anderson dis-
tinctly disclalms any effort to pass on
that fesue. If the Governor had de-
clared martlal law In order to sottle
the controversy in the Methodlst
Church in Portland and had pro-
clatmied bhis Intention to get fire to the
Taylor-Street odifice hée could not
have been restrained by ecivil authori-
t¥. But he could be punlshed by civil
authority after the affair was over.

It sught to be clear to everybody
that but one point In the fssue has
been passed upon. The need for sen-
sationallsm at Copperfield when an
adequate power was possessed by the
Fovernor to proceed in a calm and or-
derly manner and accomplish the
sEame result has not been established.

THE ANTI-BRYAN FLOT.

Defenders of Secretary Bryan per-
sist in the absurd charge that fi-
nancial interests are active fn making
Bryan aprear ridienlons The ulti-
mate objeet of the plot, It ia charged,
ls to drive the Secretary ocut of the
Cabinet. In the newspaper discovary
af the plot against Bryan the follow-
ini is found: 5

fers it oot for the Bryan Presence In
his Cabinet, as u sort of guarantes to Demo.

Equally rldicenlous 1s the idea that
money interests, no matter how pow-
erful, could successfully conduct a
campalgn In the public press for the
purpose of making a prominent of-
ficial appear absnurd. If Bryan has
been made to appear ridfculous 1t i=
because he has richly merited {t. The
spectacie of A great Cablnet officlual
pursuing the golden eagle frantically
about the country while business liays
neglected on his desk is not caloulated
to inspire paens of pralse of such con-
duot.

NEEDS OF THE COLUMBIA URGENT.

The meeting of husiness men at the
Congmercial Club Monday rightly as-
sumed that the Improvement of the
channel at the mouth of the Columbia
River concerns not clone Portland and
that section of the valley which ix
navigable by sea-going ships: it con-
corns the whole Columbia River ba-
sin, comprising thres-"ourths of Ore-
gon, three-fourths of Washington, the
whole of . Idaho, par of Wyoming
and Nevada, Western Montann snd a
large part of Britlsh Columbia, It

To cease, but Interlocking ownership
Is not to control management of two

or maore corporations,

This done, busine iz to be set
on ity way with full knowledge of
whut tha law forbids and what It per-
mrite. The dec ons rendered under
the Bhermnn law afford the basls of
this derinition The Supreme Court’s
reading of the word “unreasopable”

ioto the Inw's prohibition of restraints
of trade & not o' be repealed specif-

fcally, but certnin prictices are to be|ice-free port, whila Montreal s not.
dedlered reasonable and certain oth- | St. John 8 lce-free, hut the rall dis-
oS unrensonable, commikesion is to | tance from Winnipegr is 363 miles
be crexted which Il 5t the outset|greater than to Portland. The dis-
infarm & man or o corpora lon awwvheth- | tance by water from Montrenl to Tdv-
e Ris plans are legal and which shull | erpool is 2760 miles, against 8370
beé acomssible for Information as it | miles from Portland through the ca-
mway be necded, This body is to ini- | nal, but this difference in distance
tiate promwscutions ang 1= to carry out |Is offset in Winter by the freezing up
decrees of the courts dissolving | ©f the St. Lawrence. Rather than
trusts, This latter work is to be done, | PAY Storage charges and Iinterest on
&y it should be, by business body | graln until that river opens, shippers
declding business gquestions, not by | Wwould pay the slight e~tra frefght via

& court declding Between two groups
of wrangfing lawyers,
Huving lald out the path In which

business shall walk, Mr. Wilson would | about equl-distant from Portland
increase the certninty that the penal- |and New York, the distance from
ties of departure therefrom will be | Grand Forks to Portland over the

imposed and will fall on the real of-
fendor, We ara to have noe mora
fines of corporaticna to bhe collected
finally from thelr unwilling or un-
conscious customers. Gufit is to he
porsonxl If n ecorporation offends,
the afflolal who sommitted or Inst-
gated the act Is to be fined or im-
prisaned. Individuals injured by un-
Jawful acts of combinations may make
convietlon In a Government sult the
basis for personal suits for damnages.
Thos while gullt Is to be personal, f1-
naneial responsibility for its conse-
quences is to ba corporate, Corpora-
tions are thus te have a powerful in-
contive for keeping their officlals in
the path of legallty and not for
tempting them to leave It and, when
canght, for shifting the blame to
them personally,

Mr. Wilson conveys the impression
that, while releasing rallroads from
eontrol of bankers and trust mag-
hates and subjecting their finanecial
aperiations to Government rogulation,
he would enable them to rafse “the
money they need for their proper de-
valapment to meet the rapidly grow-
ing ‘requirements of the country for
increased and Iimproved facilities of
transportation” by raising freight
rates. Ho sees that the need is ur-
went, In the Interest of both thae rail-
roads and the psople. for he anys:

We cannot

poOstpoONne ac
without

leaving the

n this mattar

Aallre F exposed to s )
masy werfous handicaps and hasnrds; and ﬁ.l:::!. ::.52 ‘h"h I'.l‘:? dl.stclr.qncn 5 vegm}é
the prosperity of the rallronds and the pros- 5 eam between the canal an
pority of the country are inseparnbly | Portland §s less than _that between
cnunocu_d. the canal and the ports to the
Mr. Wilson's message Iz indeed a north. In going from the Canadian
pledge of “the peace that Is honor

and freedom and prosperity.” This
poace is honor, for it insures that our
leaders in business will be changed
from outlaws to honorable citizens,
It insures freedom, for competition
will revive and “new men, new ener-
glem, & new spirit of initiative and
new blood"” will come into the man-
agement of bhusinese. It insures pros-
perity, for it will drive away the
eclouds of fear and doubt which have
bung over the land. :

The Progress Edition of the Morn-
ing Enterprise, of Oregon City, ap-
peared SBunday and follows the lines
Editor Brodle established a vear Ago.
There are rifty-six pages within a neat
eover. The halftone views of places
mnd people of Clackamas County
Ehow well on calendered paper and
the text Is well written. The story of
fhe resources and opportunities of

zlight handicap §n dilstanca
come by the foct that Portland is an

citlez of the Red River Valley, are

Great Northern being 1635 mfles and
over tha Northern Pacific 1729 mlles,

son and the most economical port In

aquare miles of Albertn, Saskatchewan
and Manitoba, wvith a population of

I

other North Paclfic Coast ports in hid-
ding for this traffic, because it = down
grade all the way from any point west
of the Rockies and becausa the passes
erossed by railroad from the Canadinn
wheat belt to Portland are lower than [*

and A steamer from Panama would

couver than to Portland.

steamer would make

She needs only to clear the way for

stage of the tide in order that this

concerns even more territory, for the
Panama Canal will render the ports
of these Columbia strong competitors
with Bastern ports for the transpor-

tatlon to forelgn markets of ail the
prodoets of Montana, Wryoming,
North and South Dakota, Nebraska,

Alborta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.
The distance from

Winnipeg to
Portlandl is 1529 miles; from Winni-
peg to Montreal 1414 miles The

i=

OVEr=

Portland.
Fargo and Grand Forks, the wheat

while to New York it 1s 1707 miles by
the former and 1618 miles by the Int-
ter route. Omaha iz 530 miles nearer
to New York than to Portland by the
Billilngs route, 360 miles nearep than
by the Union Pacifle route. The line
of equal distance would therefore be
8s many mililes west of Omaha.

Portland thus is the natural port
of the Columbia basin, with & popu-
Intion of 2,250,000, a graln production
of 187,931,000 bushels nnd T60,000,-
080,000 feet of standing t!mber. It will
be a strong competitor in the open Sea-
the closed season for the

577,032

1,281,000 and with a graln production
of 463,049,000 bushels It will also
be a compstitor for the traffic of
North and South Dakota, Nebraska
and Wyoming, having an area of 323,
886 square miles, a population of 2,-
499,000 and a grain production of
518,775,000 bushels.

Portiand has the advantages over

those on the roads leading to other

wheat belt to Vancouver a train would
cross the Rockles at an altitude of
5321 feoct and the Selkirks at an aiti-
tude of 42310 feet, while In coming to
Portland it would ecross only the
HRockies at an altitude of 4410 feat,

make a trip 600 miles longer to Van-
"In going
to Seattle a tralu would climb 2754
feet over the Stampede Phss or 3378
feet over the Cascads Pass and a
1 exira round
trip of 600 miles. The extra round
trip by =ea to Prince Rupert would
be 1500 miles,

Portland thus has the advantage in
distance and In grades over her rivals
on the Paciflc and in fresdom from
lce over her rivals om the Atlantic.

the largest vessels to enter ths Co-
lumbin River fréely and safely at any

©Oregon Cliy and the copnty s an old

est of the whola territory above de-
scribed demands that it comas Hhere.
The obstructions must be removed in
time for the entrance of the largest
vessels as soon as they are ready to
enter the river. We cannot walt uli
the morth jetiy Is completed and has
deepened the channel through the
gradual action of currents and tides;
the channel must be dredged. We
cannot wait until a dredge is bullt to
aid the Chinook; one must bs pro-
cured to begin work next Spring.

In asking Congress to poss as an
emergency measure the Lane bii! for
econstruction of a dredge of the Le-
viathan measure and, while it is be-
ing bulit, to provide another dredge,
the FPortland business men make no
unreasonables request. They speak not
for Portland alone, but for the whole
reglon which will benefit by the de-
velopment of the most economlcal
route of traffic. They speak for a
section of the country which has re-
celved little at the hande of this Ad-
minfsiration except as It benefits with
the country at large, and It hes sof-
fered much by disecrimination in tarifr
revislon. It has contributed surri-
clently to the membership of the ma-
Jority party in both Senats and House
to obtain a hearihg for its claims and
favorable action upon them. By
speaking with united wolce [t ean
compel & hearing, Whera one deter-
mined man has killed a Bill, a dozen

onstrated her inclination to do the falr
thing by wus hatred quieted down In-
stantonecusly. Even the Venezuela
trouble which occurred in Claveland’'s
Administration coul mot revive the
old international {ilfeeling. When
Cleveland brought us into a blind al-
ley by his rash ultimatum public opin.
lon almost unanimously sgreed that
he had gone too far and the whole
country showed through the press that
it preferred a peaceful settlement to
War even over @ matter as important
as the Monroe Doctrine.

The experience of the United States
and, England might well become the
experience of all the nations of the
world. Let them once begin to ter-
minate their troubles by peacefu] ne-
gotiations and esmch conguest over the
war spirit will make the next moral
victory still easier. Fighting is a
habit. Hatred is simply an evil turn
of the mind. Tt would be just as sasy
to form the habit of peace If we would
only think so and international kindli-
ness may be cultivated quite as thrifti-
Iy as hatred. The committea formad
to celebrate the conclusion of a fuil
century of peace between the Unlted
States and Engisnd are making elab-
oOrate preparations for the event. They
have enlisted the co-operation of
thousands of slgnificant people in this
country and England and have not
forgotien to interest Frenchmen, Ger-
mans and other foreigners. They In-
tend to make the lesson of our long
friendship with the mother country
tell as impressively as possible upon
the Imagination of the whole world.
It s high time that something should

or a score eqnally determined can
compel actlon on a bill of such In-
herent merit,
LYNCHING DECREASE.
Lynchinga have decreased, the
number having been 51 in the yesar/
1918, as compared with 64 in 1812.

This decrease is attributed by the Bos- |
ton Transcript mainly to the efforts
of Southern executives to prevent
l¥ynchings. It says that, while Sena-
tor Swanson was Governor there was

not a lynching in Virginia, because
hegro suspects were guarded by the

mllitia, whose officers ths Governor
held responsible for the safety of their
prizoners,

That is doubtless one of ths main
contributing causes of the decline of
I¥ynching, but there Is another—the
gradual improvement in the charac-
ter of negroes, doe mainly tp the
work of Booker Washington's Tuske-
7o Institute and similar inetitutions.
A leaven of educated, self-supporting,
self-respecting and law-ablding peo-
pla has gone out from Tuskegee
among the neégro population and has
had Ite Influence, Such people mspire
respect which cannot be felt for the
ignorant, bruta), Jaxy blacks who
have usually been the prev of Jynch-
ers. They also invite imitation among
thelr riace. The negraes are gradually
belng lifted from barbarlesm and, as
this process goes on, there 15 less dis-
position to treat them us wild beasts.

Parallel with a growth among the
whites of respect for the law has gone
a growth among the negroes of title
to respect, Tha two facts aet and re-
act each upon the other, As the negro
rises above barbariem, he will be
treated mors a8 2 human being, and
the more he Is thus treated, the more
quickly will he rise

|

A CENTURY OF PEACE.

Next Christmas eve will round out
a century of unbroken peace bhetween
the United States and Grant Britain.
The treaty which closed the War of
1812 wa= signed at Ghent on the night
of December 24, 1814, There were
five American Commissioners, Adams,
Bayard, Clay, Gallatin and Russell.
The British were represented by throe

Commissioners, Gamblier, Dr. Adams
and Gouldburn. Not long after the
treaty was ruatified pesace societies
were formed both in Eogland and|
Amaerica with the avowed purpose of |
preventing future wars between the |
twio countries. Partly owing to the

efforts of these socleties, no doubt, the
Iwo nations presently agreed to kaep
the Canadian frontier clear of forti-
fleatlons and ships of war were for-
bidden upon the water= of the Great
Lukes. The boundary line between
the American snd British dominions
on thls continent has been from then
tll now a mere delimination between
peacaful neighbore. The very absence
of fortifications and warlike arma-
ments seems to have prevented the
necessity of any.

During the century that has elapsed
since the Treaty of Ghent was con-
cluded thera have been plentiful oc-
caslons for war betwesn England and
the United States. Boundary troubles
have been numerous and sometimes
bitter, Perhaps the worst of them
was the “Oregon Question,” awhich
once bruught us to the very verge of

war, One President wns elected on
the cry, “Fifty-four-forty or fight,"
which expressed tha feelings of our

wilder spirits toward England In the
excitement of the moment. But mild-
er and wiser gounsals finally provaliled.
The feroclous slogan having served {ts
real purpose by =afely jJanding a set
of office-holders, wnas promptly rele-
gated to oblivion and the difficulty was
settled by calm negotintors in thelr
comfortable offices. No more jusi-
fiable chuse for war was ever glven
by one country to another than Great |
Britsin gnve uvs during the Great Re-
belllon. Her sympathles with the se-
cessionlsts were ardent and openly ex-
pressed, not only by irrespon=ible men
and newspapers, but by members of
the government. England allowed the
Confederates to fit out privateers In
her parts, which wreaked havoe upon
the commearce of the Northern states.
At one time, in the thrilling epi=ode of
the Trent Affair, had not President Lin-
conl yielded to her haughty demands
war would actually bhave been de-
clared. Looking back over the céntury
that has passed sinece 1814 and con-
sidering the fateful Incltements to war
through which we have safely passed
ons naturally gaoina an assuratce of
contlnued peace. If such occasions of
11 feeling have yielded to reuson and
concilintion what

can ever arise 1o
drive us into bloodshed? The aiffi-
cultles of the Civil War included

money mattera, National honor, deep-
seated prejudlces and old-time Inter-
national hatred and yot they weare sot-
tled peaceably. Does this not aArgue
that all future diffioulties avith Eng-
lIand can and will be seftled In ‘the
sames way?

It is satisfactory to remember alto
that the amicable dispossl of each new
misunderstanding between England
and the Unlted Stutes has told for
g9od feeling. 'Wars Jeave perdurable
bitterness behind them, thus propa-
guting new wars in endless succession.
England and France never hated each
other so malignanily as during the
Hundred Years® War, when each wis
doing all possible Injury to the oiher.
The negotiatlons conductsd by the
late King Edward, which cemented an
alliance between the two countries,

were immediately followed by a great
outburst of kindly feszling. It was the
same with the arbltration that closed
the miserable tala of

the Alabama

;mduuni:’nrcmenm The inter-

| ble blizzard.

England had dem.- | land.

excliia the imagination of the clvilized
world In favor of peace and disarm-
ament. The combined mwar debt of
the natlons is now about $28,000,000,-
000, with an annual Interest charge of
more than a billlon, and it !s increas-
ing at a fearful rate. France and
Germany have each made the pile
higher within the last few months
Even our peace-loving United States
now spends for military purposes 65
cents out of every dollar It recefves in
taxes. Our lfttle war debt of twa bil-
lions is & mere trifle compared with
the monstrous burdens of France and
Germany, but it would not take much
of a war to bring it up to the fazhlion.
able level. Whatever tends to
strengthen the peace sentiment of the
warld bullds up the bulwarks of hu-
man happiness_

Few housewives use waste paper as
thriftily as they might. In olden
times it was artfully roiled up into
firelighters, but matches did AWRY
with that. Now Its principal use is
for kindling. It might serve a hun-
dred other purposes. Nothing cleans
2 splder of grease =o well as an old
newspaper. Lald over one's knees it
kecps out the wind on a drive better
than any blanket. Paper qulilts are
wnrmear than down., And yet we burn
this preclous material,

Texas is making herofc prepara-
tions to double its corn ¢rop next vear,
We, in Oregon, might easily Increase
ours tenfold. All we need 1= good seed
and cultivation. It has been proved
that corn will mature here and It
ought to be planted extensively on
every farm,

What I8 a biz city like Portiand
for if not to market the products of
the surrounding country? . R.
Miller says Portland has failed to do
its plain duty in this partcular and
he calla for a changes of policy. S8uch
& changs should come speedily. Port-
land needs It and tha state needs It.

Fortunately somebody held
grez=man. Johnson .before he
get his gun. Johnson hardly can be
& true Kentucklan, Inasmuch as he
was not toting the weaspon and, fur-
ther, In announcing he wes goling
after it. He has the yellows,

Con-
could

A plan is on foot in Relgium to
have all the peace societies wire
Huerta and Carranzsa to quit fightinz.
They shonliin't overlook the =sveral
hundred other leaders and patriots,
including Villa, who have a volce in
the mattar.

The man who eats heartlly of
smelt just now clears the system after
& slugglsh meat diet all Winter and
accumulates brains for the Spring ac-

tivities. The early run of the little

fish is designed for a purpose,
Wisconsin's eugenlc law has bean

declared unlawful., This s a great

victory for the unfit
Ence that the supply
fectives will not run

and glves assur-
of congenital de-
short.

Ancther professor is wasting some-
body's money in attempts to produce
artificial life. Any result will have
little value. The world is full of mis-
fits now.

Militanis demand an audience with
the English King and hint at dire
consequences if they are refused. Will
they never learn to catch flies with
honey?

Board of BEqualization statistics
show that in Clatsop country dogs are
heid at a very low figure. Current
cost of curs curtalled, as it were.

A tiny Tacoma woman carried her
bulky husband out of their burning
home. Truly tkse old order of things
changeth.

France Is overwhelmed by a terri-
Pes=ibly it Is a curse
following on the hesls of the tungo.

The lazy husbands aet should be
broadened to apply to the husband
who doesn’t split the kindling.

Thoe McNamaras cannot ba paroled

for at least seven yaars more, That's
something to be thankful for.
Women are registaring inf greal

numbers, Whick leaves even the most
astute male politictans at sea.

Seven feet of snow strikes a Call-
fornia town. The Arctic circle is rap-
Idly losilng Its reputation.

Slipping o plece of money to a man
employed Iin a public utility Is another
kind of profit-sharing,

The agitation contingent at the Au-
ditorium shelter ran a gocd thing Into
the ground.

The Wisconzin eugenies law de-
manded tog much In thess duvs of
hit or miss.

Butter prices having fallen, we may
now spread it on a lttle thicker,

David Lamar succeeds Colonel Mul-
hall in the hall of fame.

Roses are still blooming In Port-

LAROR COLONIES FOR UNEMPLOYED
How European Countries Handle Prob-
lem Now Conifronting Us.

FPORTLAND, Jan. 1%.—(To the EAal.
tor.)—Under the present industrial sys-
tem, the unemploved problem, like Ban-
quo's ghost,” will not down, and while
it is Imperative that measuras be taken
to meot present emergencies, it (s also
imperative that every state, and rEe
citles especially, shall Investigate meath-
ods used in other countries in solving
ths problem.

Several years ngo two of the largast
wWomen's organizatione in Portland
called ‘attention to the need of a mu-
nicipal lodging house mnd farm eol-
ony plan only to be met with merked
indifference on the part of the chief
executive of Portland at the time. Mr.
Burns, the English labor lander, sug-
Eosts 2 completely equippad “ldbor bu-
reauy” in every town for what he calls
“genuine unemployed.” They are to
Tegister and so establish communice-
tion between the men that want to
work mnd the men seeking workers,
thils labor Dureau to be connected with
a central labor exchange,

This plan is worthy a thought, and 1f
Fystematically earried out would ba of
inestimabie value to thosa unemployved
who Were anxious to work, but wonld
not solve the hebo or vagabond prob-
lem. There are three classes of unem-
ployed. First, those who desire work
and eannot find It; second, thess who
are willing to work but are unable to
do so on account of physical wenkness
or accident; third, those who are sble
o work but are unwilllng to. The
last swell the army of wvasrants, and
ire o menace to the community; they
ares non-producers, hence Habillties seco-
nomically, In treating of the unem-
ployed problem it is necessary to dis-
tinguigh between the blameless and the
not biameless, the abla-bodied and the
non-able-bodied.

I have watched ths “Labor Colony"
movemant In other countries with much
interest. In Holland, where the colony
movemeant originated, while little Is
done, so far as investigation shows, to-
ward raformation of the vagabond, yet
the Holland system. necording to
ports, has rid the highwny tramps
and theo cost lias not been large, in
two respects the Holland system [(alls
shart. The colenles are not seif sup-
porting® and they have practically
abandoned tho effort of reforming Lhe
vagabond altogelher.

In Belztum, whers thera iz a labor
cvolony system, it hns nlso been demon-
strated that at gmall cost vagrancy
can be abolished.

The Swis=s seem to havs the most far-
reaching all-round work for the slimi-
nation of the tramp and the unemn-
ployed problem,

GOING AHEAD ON COMPENSATION

Merit Symtem of Rating Can Be Applied
in Compensation Laws.

PORTLAND, Jan. 1$—(To the Edl-
tor.)—Your editorial Sunday, "Progress
In Compensation,” suggested certaln
features in conmection with this sub-
Ject that have mnot heretofore been
discussed. I refer particularly to the
different mothods of insurance desig-
nated and pointed out by the opera-
tion of the new laws in New York and
Callfornla . and that -the underlying
motive for providing wide Intitude as
10 the method of Insurance Is to glive
free play to the merit svstem of rat-
iog each compensation rlsk as It ex-
ists in the vurious classifications of all
lines of Industiry and at the same time
conservs and make certaln the pay-
ment of compensation as provided for
in the lnws,

The benefits of the merit system or
echedule rating, as it {s more com-
monly called, have been recognized
and accepted by tho insuring public
mEgainst fira losses aa scientifically
and economlically correct. The (ndi-
vidual or corporation who represents
large fire risks rully appreciates that
in the reduction of fire rizk to the
minimum he is assured of tha lowest
rates as result of his precautions. The
same rule of reason has evidently per-
sondod most of the states east of the
Mississippl River, with the exception
of Ohio, to designate methods of
surance which will Induce the applica-
tion of a eimllar rule in rating hazards
under compensation laws in the hopes
that the employer who reduces by
safoguards, careful selsction of em-
ployos and thelr inatruction, the num-
ber of accidents to a minlmum that a
proportionately low rate will Apply to
his compensation buarden.

If amployers, zs weail as
are glncoere In advocating
for compensation that will
rectly to prevent aceidents as Lo the
first lmportance, and payvment of
compensition as secondary, the adbove
mothod should appeal strongly to both
parties, as It will surely penalize the
careless emplover In the most direct
manner and confer an (ncentive to the
caraful employer who s constnont
exerelsing every preventive to saf
guard his emploves aguinst wncciden
That the ubove method of rating
ne longer an experiment. but has |
demonstrated a suecess beyond
question, 13 casily ascertained by
vestigation of the operation of the
compensation Inws In Michigan, New
Jersoy and more recantly In INinois
and Minnesota, where the merit svs-
lem of rating is belng applled to all
hexzards in he same general manner
followsa the application
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omployen,
legizlation
operate di-
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aB ganerally
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They have a “travelers’ rellef book"™ ”r\‘.‘ ’-c_h':flu}f""'
whick sets forth the fact that the| obody objects to the state enter
bearer is a “Fenuine unemployed.” Two|!PE the fire insurance of compensa-
grades of 1iabor colonjas are estab-|tOH business, at least I don't. as long

a2 competitive conditions are «
to the publlc. In the
pensation protectlon, as

lished, one a “forced colony™ to which
are committed the culpable va ants,
and & frea colony whose doors are open

justly Incarcerated for Murder, In fact, the differsnce

hetwean com

Had he been the leasy familisnr with the
mother that we had,

punisiied, vel an aceldent ahould nol he

the cause of & man'y Incarcorati for

life. On communicating with the orrl- | Ho'd <;[-;11IE-||: ’hlw":r'lrtT"r_\ 1o assortios
ce he penitentiary they give him 'uo DUL Ead, :
n:.r“m?rf;u‘n]rrii:d indorasment, stating he | And If fmpelled to mentlon that most
s “the best man in the penitentiary,™ - antique apgel cake, .
As this man ls practically the sole| ile would say, with tears regretf
survivor of tha once large trite aof "it's what mothor tried to muke.
Inllas, fs cohflned through error for L
?txnr;‘im-- he did not commil, {8 of snuch| We are =ure we know about It. for we
& echaracter as to show he Is not a lved there at the time, _
mennies to tha community, ining and | And we smelle ¢ loaves and bis-
Erowing despondent vnder ten yvears of cuits whic d soured.in thelr
strict confinement, can not something prime; _ )
be done to =ain his freadom? I should| Likewise the spoiled plum butter and

think the town of Molalla would be In-
terested in this casa,
JAMES WATSON,

the juice that wouldn't “jellL"
The preserves burnt on the keitie and
the coke that alwaya “fall,*”
While the cheese wus able-bodled and
the bacon full of life,
bhad Corbett met the butter he'd
have given up the strife.
our mother was persistent,
mighty fund of pluck—
Ausags wasn't fiavored
simply blamed to Juck.
Yes, we have a recollection that a panic
eouldn't break,
All of strange conglomerations that our
maotheér tried to malke.

Under the statement of facts glven
in the foregoing letter there Is -not
necessarily error In the conviction. The
general ruale is th A perzon whaoase
negligence causes the death of another
is responsibie. Degrese of murder In
such cases is [Ixed by the clhiaracter of
the act which the perscon who com-
mitted homiclde was performing ot the
time. If felontous, the offense is mur-
der; if the act leading to the homicide
was legal the offense is manslaughter

And

Bure, wihth a
at

If the

it

was

There was steak that even Ajex couldn't

plerce with heavy lance,
It is possible, however, that in this| There W hash that =eemed to fill us
cise the penalty Inflicted was more se- when we toolk a .H_.'{_.z...i Elance,
vere than the circumstances warranted. | It is iarvu l!;!lt‘fll':Fi refemble, more or
58, the food
Wills in Washington. If \I.'skt_l}':‘zt-;.r‘] }n‘::.‘[;-h..)‘:'i ,-,:._ diet of
BERLIINGHAM, Washy Ian, 17.—~(T6 | o o (OFSrs nd pee fe Ton s e
the Editor.)—My mother ia iiving, also | © and wtill others favor orabs-—
one sister, married. Following my | .. sarn tall ity Ehel el iyl Shaty
death, I want my only brother, unmar- ot L‘-'nr:ai _‘;‘l,t \N‘l;l':‘ . S
rled, Uke myself, to succeed at once, o "“'“ e ~eatis ' P R
und absolutely without interference, | =<%. EYEr BlhEe: wastisat b o
legal or otherwise, 1o my praperty. Al scresbakten saok 2 otk By ENe
Is validity of will dependent upon d*‘\n T e e
legal or authoritative attest? = - = et e L A
JOHN LEHMAN Some have told us that our ¢ In
L= 53 et never got but half a bak )
(1) The will should specifieally men- | But we blame “it all ::) -T':rjr._:‘;} that
tion the intent of the testator not to our.mother tricd _II" m';-‘l‘“.
p W ANGNS i
bagqueath the mother and slster any 203 Platt Boildins
portion of the properiy, otherwise it = e e -
may be held that the malker of the will Thorough
died intestate. Probating of the will 2 ; o
: (Wazhington Star.)
cannot be nvolded. *"What did vou uli about at our
€2) TYas, unless it la olographic; that reading clrele?”
Iz, In the Einte of Washington a will is “Claopatra,” replied voung Mrs. Tor-
vilid If written entirely in the hand- | kins.
writing of the testator and signed by | "1 suppose the discussion broughi

grant knowledge Into evidance. "
“I should suy so. B.:'. the wi
tore har character up, you might

him without witnesses. If not olo-
gfaphic the will must be attosted by
two witnesses, who sign in the pressnce

thes

hove

thought she was one of our own neizgi.

bora.”

of the testator and of ml.: other.

to @ail indigent persons who are not|9'her lines of Insurance In which the
culpable. .These two colonies enable [St2i2 of Oregon may feel it necessary
the officinls 10 assizsn the tramps and|!0 experiment, T -shall treat them with
vagrants to ona of these and the un-| e same consideration # any other
fortunate to a lhome whers they can|Sompetitor by providing and seliihz a
work if able to do xo. I policy covering the same seala of com-
The colony movement is o self evi- | Pénsiation benefits as the Indust
dently & wise systom as not to need|Tommission, but in & more attracti
comment. It seems the only way of [form to the employer and em
mecting the condition that tha Iarge IT the United Suprems
#, and often the smaller ones, are |Upholds the W iton rcompulsory
always “'up against” as Winter months |compensation law, there can bhe no
approacth. It would do away with s {further inkellizent objectlon 10 its
large shurs of the undiscriminating |2doption In the State of Oregon or
character of charity, and aid materially | #is here, so far as the question of
in abolishing “soup kitchens™ .and|compulsion 8 voncerned. In this
“bread lines' Furthermore, it would |eveént, it does not follc howaver, -that
reduca the column of labilitles (non- | compuleo state Insura * R8s provid-
producers) Apd increasa the assels in|ed by the liw Is elther "S-
community iife nomically sound, In fact,
In one of the forced colonies inl|for the first twao yonrs
Switrerland we find it not only gelf-|huve demonstrated what
suopporting, but by simple methods (t|been predicted by
seck= ta reform all those eapahle of |namely, that the number
reformation and promote them to the | will steadlly inerease in propor
frea colony. the total number of emplos t1
To il those who have not given t nee of state e will
movement any special thoughy I rec- annual ncrense for save )
ommend to them the small hook of Ed- yYeurs (o come, [ndependent of ‘,n_v!
mund Kelly, “The Ellminatlon of the|amondments which may ba mado to. it
Tramp,” and the "Last Walf,” by Hor- i Out of a tutal
ace Fleticher, whoere he treats of =oclal |of . State of Wash-
quarantine. Fdmund Kelly studied this ington by 3l ¢ first two |
problem In many co trias and his|veur on the Industries whichh con-
findincs are wort 3 Inost earnest|tributed $1.750,000 of this fig
Lhought &nd actlon, 1 T - a ures indicate that the « which
- wake up the latter amount paid 33 1-3
LAST OF MOLALLAS IS IN PRISON Per cent mare on the basio rate for
— the seconds year us comparced with the
Correspondent Believes Indian Is Un- |flrst LY

PORTLAND, Jan. 18— (To the l-,'d-p-“:”:“_'r"" SOAp ey

for.}—Having read so much nhout the =|"l:|"
“last of the Molallas,” and wishing to "":
agcertain the exact truth, T wrote lo iy .
Professor Leo J. Frachtenberg, of the '!'." ey '15 Tl : 4 T e |
Bureau of Ethnolozy, Smithsonifan In. [Siviian oo "__f'“' ) i
stitution,” Washington, D. €, who, 3|!uUtely sound '5'}'_' :"__"I sl anyibling,
huppened to know, had made an inves. |0 reducs oo A0 SLatnimnm aud)
tigation along this line. He writes me |veduce the cost of aurdsw ot coir- )
that Ilenry Yelkus, who was killed a[Pensation loss to e employer to lt-‘
few months ago, id & nephew, Stephen | true ho in }sm tical & ma nner s
Savage, quite an old man at present (Any system that has '-Il' be devin - W
who lives at St. Helens The last male Al \TES. |
survivor of the Molalla tribe, which was =1 = |
once Very in Stephen Savage's What HMother Tried to Make.
H‘.’I‘.“_;'”uh L T Lails Save I find | 29meone with imagigation but no char-

¥ | n A18 A sl e, 1 L8 §
- ' "o g acter take
he ia Foinoa srated In the = = - |
. as e of the goud things
States Penitentiary for lMfe at Leav s D ,-.J.-- une lLtu‘lv ake
ror - = e & - 4 Lher T iake;
:‘i?;:: < I'::":_'”n(.'_’r_‘_lﬁ' n”f‘f“":“‘_‘._ l“; anii How he dinéd on foods Rmbrosial in tho
1 § ] 2 s 1 Or isl¥ ¥ ! il i !I. F 1 .-.‘ nt
statements of evewitnesses that he Is Whas '”__‘_” ““_“1 "];‘1 'I"_", Ty
wrongtully convicted of the charge of LIS 3 -'|nu"l-t "_,_ Tt : :
murder, In that, while In a Cight hel o Ry L2
shot off into ths darkness to scare his| ¥ oU “":-;I ""‘I"‘_ ‘tf I-‘Irnhnuu__ A mon
3 = osl € freal,

opponesit. Anotheyr man was struck by e N A e g0 ] o als
the shot and dlied While promiscu- Vet we _H.:Im“ j';“.._*"—!‘ll!!.f‘n % fusi
ous sheooling Ix e be deploresd and L the womik

Twenty-five Years Ago

1880,

20, — Representa-

Fromn The Oregonian of Jan, 21
Washington, Jan

tive Hermunn, In speaking on the
omnibus statshood bill, protested
agalnst the excluslon of Washinston

Territory.

Spokane Falls, Jan,
the clty was
remains
had to

20.—No easket
large snough to hold t
aof Bobert Turner and one
ke made. He was the bigges:
man in the territory, welghing 3
pounds. The hoeoarse was not large
| enough to hoid the coffin and & spring
wagon had to be uséed instend.

in
Moo

=

Seattle, Jan, 20.—Governor
hus wrilten a letter to General HIN
cansuring him for calllng out the
militia at the time of the Nawcastla
riots,
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