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Bubseription Rates—Invarfably in Advance:

(BY MAIL) -
Dally, Suinday Included, one year . .....s 00
Trally, Bunday Included, s!x months ..... +.25

Dally, Bunday Incloded, three months ... 3.32-
Daily, Sunday inciuded, ona month . ....e 90
Dally, without Bunday, One Yelr ...ss-.« 50D
Daliy, without Sunday, six mooths ..... 3.2
Dully, without Sunday, three months ... LT3
ily, without Sunday, one month Bl

ujly. one yanr

sawe 1.09
Buuﬁny, one year .. - 2.50
Bunday snd weekly, one year 3.50

(BY CARRIER)

Dally, Sunday Included, one yaar 30.00
Duilly, SBunday ineluded, one month ,.... 10

Row to Remit—Send postoffice money or-
der, oxprean order or personal check an your
local Lank Stampa, coln or currency are
nt sender's risk Glve postaffice address
in full, iocluding countiy and stata

Postage Ruatesa—12 to 16 pages, 1 cent; I8
to 82 pagee, 2 centa; 34 Lo 48 pages, 3 cents;
ED to 60 pagen, 4 cents; 62 to 76 pages,
eents; 78 to #2 pages, 8 cents. Forelgn post.
age. doubls ruten

Eastern Business Offices—Verrea & Conk-
In, New Yark, Hnn-lwlcl: bullding. Chi-
eagn, Stager buliding

San Franclsco Ofﬂl.e—n_ J. Bidwall Cao,
742 Market _wirest.
——
PORTLAND, BSATURDAY, JAN, 5, 1914
_ —_

FIVE PER CENT. ®

The- ecardinal faot about tha pro-
posed engagement of Wnddell & Har-
rington to be the supervising engi-
natra of the Columbla Iinterstate
bridge is that thelr fes shall be &
per cent of the total cost, whatover
that cost I2; so that the greater the
cost of the bridge the larger the en-
gineers" fee, We Imply nothing
against Waddell & Harrington when
we declare that it i= an Improper ar-
rangement. There s no adequate fi-
nancial Incentive to the engineers to
reduce the aggregate outlay to a mini-
mum: there I8 obvious danger that
any proposal for Increase in cost
through change of specifications or
otherwise, will not have the Im-
partial and disinterested consldera-
tion it shounld have, If the bridge
commission 1z Irrevocably committed
to Waddell & Harrington snd =the §
pér cent fee, it Is clear that a maxi-
mum amount should be fixed. It Is
clear also that 387.500—which Is 5 per
cent of $1,750,000, the expected cost
of the bridge—is quite enough and
ought to cover everything, There are
many citizens who think it is too
much. The Oregoninn !s among them.
Tha proposial of Waddell & Harringion
contnins the alternative offer of A
lump sum. It opght to be made the
basis of & new negotiation for en-
gineeyr service.

et us see how the B per cent
gchems works out in actual operation.
Tha aumount of steel raquired for con-
struction of the Interstate bridge will
be In the neighborhood of 10,000 tons,
The price of structural steel today Is
about $52 per ton at Plttaburg, mak-
fng the total! estimated cos=t there
$520,000, or about one-third of the
entire cost of tha bridge. The rall-
raoad freight on structural stesl from
Plttsburg to Portland is $16 per ton,
or & totnl of $1690,000 for 10,000 tons.
The cost of the steel in Portland will
therefores be $880,000. A part of the
englneering fee Lo Waddell & Har-
rington for bullding a bhridge ncross
the Columbia River is § per cent of
the rallroad frelght rate on 10,000
tons of steel. Flera 12 an item that
yvields them ¥$5000 in Portland; buot
1f the bridge were to be bullt at Pltts-
burg, under the § per cent contract,
it would produce nothing,

The services to performed by
Waddell & Harrington Iinciude—ac-
cording to a statement by Mr. Har-
rington—the preliminary borings, a
glndy of the proper approachea and
the protectlon of the _public agalinst
oexvesy oost for patent rights, of
courga the preparation of the plans
and ppecificntions and supearvision
Alter the contract has been let, It is
olear that the =upervising englneers
Gan prepare specifications, if they seo
fit, thut only certain bridge concerns
may be able to comply with, either
because of their shop practice or be-
csuse of thHe ownership of certain
patented devices. It may be entirely
triue that Waddell & Harrington, from
thelir knowledgs and experience, know
what flrm or firms are likaly to glve
the best results bhoth In bridge plan

be

and In workmanship, and it may be
aentirely true also that thelr purpo=e
fs to Invite open compelition among
contractors for the best bridge at the
lowest price. It Is not assumed here
that they intend to pursie any other
course; vet It is obvious that under
their contract they may do about as
they pleass.

The crux of the situation is that the
B per cent plan 1s wrong In principls.
A flat =um ought to be paid a con-
sulting engineer for hie sérvices and
the construction f{irms should be re-
quilred to prepare thelr own plans
upon the boasis of =pecifications to bhe
furnished by the esngineer, There are
bridges of many makes, but there are
standards to which all must conform.
I the contractor submits his plan aa
to a certain type of bridge, or several
types, the duty of the consulting en-
gineer would be then to recommend
the best proposal and thereaflter to
see that the structure was erected in
nccordance with contraet.

The County of Multnomah and the

County of Ciarke have a heavy re-
sponsibliity In constructing the in-
terstale bridge. 1t 'is not to be ex-

pected that they
Payment of

will escape without
# reasonable engineering

fee, and it is desirable that first-class
engineering talent be employed. It

has been sald that it is practicable to
employ a membar of the American In-

stitute of Consulting Engineeras for
325,000, Other preliminary expcenses,
Buch as Jocation and borings, would
Increasa this expense to $40,000 or
350,000, But, above all, If such an
angineer should be emploved, he
would be free to glve the bridge
board disinterested advice about the
best offer submitted by competent
Bridge constructors In eompetition
@among themselves,

! CAPITAL FOR THE FAKMER.

Prosldent Wilson's recormnmmendution
that Congress facilitate the financing
of the farming industry promises tao
be carried out by the passage of a
Bi1l on the general llnes of that which

his been prepared by the National
Commiz«<ion on Rural Credits. The
1] divides farm credlt Into two

¢clitgsan, One I long time or mortguge
crédit to meet capital requfrements—
that is, to asild the farmer In the pur-
chase of the farm and in its Improve=
ment, such asx construction of® bulld-
fngs, drainuge, irrigation and clearing,
or the equipment of the farm so as te
bring his operations to the highest
state of efficlency, The other class is
designed to meet his current needs,
snch as the harvesting and marketing

| of crops.

The bill proposeg to provide capital
by creating a syslem of land mort-
gage banks under Federal charter,

svhich would make loans on long-time |

¥

]
mortgages payable in annual or semi-

annual Installments, These morigages
would, form the basis of farm-mort-
gage bonds, and the Interest on them
would be limited to 1 per cent more
than that pald on the bonds. The
bianks would be chartered to operate
within a certain state, but competl-
tiom would be provided by placing no
restriction on the number which might
be chartered in any state. The amount
of bonds to be issusd by any bank
would be Ilmited to fifteen times Its
capital and surplus. Hanks may be
organized on a co-operative basis
where deslred, but no Government fi-
nancial aid Is proposed. ' The banks
wounld be under Federal supervislon,
The bonds would be accepted as Se-
curity for deposit of postal savings
funds and as an Investment for say-
Ing=s funds of National banks and for
frust funds, and would be exempt from
taxes,

As to persona] credit, the new cur-
rency law makes some provision, but
it is proposed to supplement this by
enlarging the powers of National
banks, and that the states enact laws
to the same end,

Experience in Burope has proved
that no socurity is more stahble and
popular than land-mortgage bonds.
The bondes of the Credit Foncler com-
mand a ready market in France, and
similar bonds should prove a5 ac-

captable in thia country, Limitation
on lssue of bonds by any one bhank
safepuards the investor, and Ilmita-

tion of rate of Interest protects the
farmer from exiortion. The proposed
system would give us the first essen-
tial to better farming, for poverty pre~
vents many men who have the quall-
ties which bring success from buying
farms, and it prevents many who own
farms from buying the implements
and fertilizers, erecting the bulldings
and procuring the blooded stock which
area necessary to produce the maxi-
mum crops from the soll.

DEEP-SEA SALMON FISHING,

It i1s pleasant to learn that a changa
in the methods of taking salmon may
insure a constant supply of that agrens-
able fish for future genarations. Pro-
fessor Trevor Kineald, of the Univer-
sity of Washington, announces that
such a thing is enx|ly pousible. Ac-
cording to hils view, salmon may just
as well be captured in the deep sea
as in rlvers, slnea they school to-
gether In well-defined localitles, Fish-
ermen can explore these resorts and
tiake the flsh with proper apparatus.
Thus it will not be mnecessary to
pend upon the annual runs in rivers
and the world's supply ¢an be provid-
ed with ease and certaintly.

No doubt Professor Kincald has ma-
turely consldered every possible ob-
Jection te his plan. Ona ogecurs to
us, but wa advance it only tentatively,
feeling sure that he has an appropri-
ate reply to it. Our point 1y thut sal-
mon cannot multiply without entering

ile-

freshwater streams, Their nature
prompts them to run up rivers to
spawn and it §s while they ars per-

forming this imperative function that
they are usually taken for humsan
food. Were the annual run=z in the
rivers to ceass it seams pretty certain
that wery soon there would be no
moere salmon, If the runs continue
in their usual magnitude there is no
good reason apparsnt why Professor
Eincaid’'s plan with,Its expenss and
donger should be adopted. Moreover,
to take the fish at saa would appear
very much like eating seed grain In-
slend of sowing It. Every salmon crp-
tured before the season for the an-
nual run would mean so much taken
from the permanent source of supply.

1f the fish were caunght in large
numbers, ns they sureiy would be
wore the plan adopted. few would be
left to propagnte the specles. And if
fishing in fresh water streams ocon-
tinued At the zame time it is falrly
certain that before & great while nonas
would be left., To an unprofessjonal
observer from the outside there seems
te be only one way to conterve the
salmon supply and that Is to regulate
fresh-water fishing with considerable
rigor and forbid entirely fishing In
the deep sca.

O, THIS I8 AWFUL!

We have recelved from an anony-
mous source L manuscript which,
Judging from fts peculiarity of liter-
ury sBtyle, might be a lost or misplaced
front page editorial belonging to or
intanded for the Portland
Mayhap, however, it is a genuine ef-
fort of one of the downtrodden, so
with this posaibllity In mind, and also
because of ftx concise and genteel
diction, it is herewith givnn space In

The Oregonlan:
“"Relntroducing to your notice,
ladies and gentlemen, taxpayers and

mutts, Representative Lafferty, first

1

name Abraham, known by his friends |

ks Walter, =igns his name simply A,
W. Lafferty.

‘“Remember how the monsy power
ond the privileged press fought Laf-
ferty for Congress and how you mutts
followed the lead of tha Portland
News &and eslacted him?T Does Lafl-
farty appreciate what the News did
for him?

“He does not,

“"Representative Lafferty has smit-
ted another speech In Congress. Laf-
ferty Is hot stuff on the chatter. We
have (L all—16 printed pages—in
pamphlet form. He says the News Is
owned by a multi-milionaire who
aowns 66 other penny newspapers. He
gays he has more respect for The
Oregonian and Telegram than for the
News,

“Do you get that?

*The owner of the 67 permy noOwWE~
papers, says A, Waltar, employvs re-
porters and editors tralned to play
up the misfortunes of the poor. They
prate of unimportant matters of locnl
concern. But when a public officer
bedomes dangerouz o monopolistic
graft—meaning "A. Walter, of course
—they show the cloven hoof,

**The millionalre owner ‘is simply
cashing the misfortunes of the down-
trodden.’

“But yon mothers, mutts
looted taxpayere are safea,
ig goling to be re-clected.

“Ho says s0 himself, -

“Now that all the newspapers In
Portland, incluoding the News, have it
in for him, he will rely on the postal
frank. The postal frank will get his
record before you.

“You toilers are going to be in-~
formed by franked circulars that Con-
gressman Lafferty, first name Abra-
ham, known by his friends as Walter,
‘will remnin loyal to the end.

“I‘he same special interests that
cOntrol tha Portland News and avery
other newspaper in the United Statea
‘now wigh to see¢ the postal frank of
Congress abolished.” But it will never
be dono. A, Whalter will ses to that,

“We mutte should warry.”

and
Lafferty

An article by, Harold J,. Howland In
Suburban Life attacks tha irritating

problem of fraternlties  in  rural
schools. In such an environment a2
a couplry village affords m {ratern-

Ity locks boobyish. 71t Is out of place
In any school, but ridienlousiy so in
country districts, The absurd fop-
plshness which the school fraternity
apes from the cellege has no redeem-
ing merits. It should go and go
quickly from town and country, but
by all means from the country.

A BIG BIOGERAFHY.

The price of the new biography of
Sir Edward George Lytton Bulwar, by
his grandson, puts 1t out of the reach
of ordinary book buyers. The two
vaolumes s=sll for $7.50 and together
they Include meore than 1100 pages.
This {8 more than there i= worth tell-
Ing abont any man. Think of the im-
mortal lives Plutarch condensed into
a score of pages and how interesting
the world still finds them. Compare
his method with that of the modern
biographer, who meanders with his
hero through a thousand pages or so,
and decide which is the better of the
two.

The bad habit of writing mammoth
books is growing upon the world and
with it come pumerous compluints of
the daécay of reading. 1Is there any
connection between the two circum-
stances?T Tha world's best books are
all little ones, the New Testament, for
example, Hamlet and the Apology of
Socrates, Lord Lytton's blography is
a= well worth writing as mo=t men's,
though his grandson would have been
wiser had he told the tals more brief-
Iy, Hig novels never were acecounted
among the greatest, but they always
had many readers and some of them.
like “The Last Days of Pompell,"” are
still widely popular,

Jugt why Bulwer Lytton’s works
were held Inferior to those of Dickens
and Thackeray, it would be =a little
difficuit to eay clearly. He knew how
to compose a good plot and tell his
story In ‘excallent, straightforward
Engllesh. Some of hiz shorter stories
are among the most powerful In the
language, ‘“The House and the Braln"
Is one of the best ghost stories in the
world. Eugene Aram s perhaps the
strongest delective tale ever written.

No doubt Bulwer fe!l short of the
highest. achievement, because he could
not draw charncter with the potency
of Thackeray and especially was he
inferior to Dickens in this particular.
The great creations of the latter au-
thor still live In all their original
vigor end keenness of ocutline, When
the Immortal Mr. Micawber is  de-
picted at a moving pieture show the
nudlenes recognize him and smile)
though with half an inclinatlon to
weep. Bulwer could not create Mi-
cawbers and Uriah Heeps. Therefore
his fame is less than Dickens'.

A NOVEL DWELLING.

What the American dwelling will
be like when it is fully evolved is a
subject for curleus speculation. Per-
haps Samuel Sachs' new flat in New
York comes pretty nesar to the uitl-
mate perfection which people of
means and tasts will never rest until
they mitain, This gentleman, who is
A& banker, with plenty of money, has
rented ome entire floor of a huoge
building for domestic uxs. Tts area
Is third of an acre. On all four
sides there are great windows open to
the landscape, ajir and sunshine, while
the interlor Inciudes an open court.
There s gpace encugh in this dwell-
Ing for ample servants’ quarters, bath-
roomsa, dinlng-room, kitchen and a
dozen or more bedroomes. My, Sachs'
purpose wa= to #vold the inconveni-
ence of elevators, ‘The practive of
racing ¢onstantly frem one floor to
another becomes wearlsome aven
when one haa the best and swirtest
means of transport. The modern
home-mzaker meets the same troubls
with elevators as the olden house-
wife with stalrs, What the good wom-

an desired for the sake of her tired
limbs was to collect as much of her
work as possible on one floor and

that the ground floor,

haust muscular energy
down in elevators, but it tries the
nerves and Mr, Sachs, by spreading
out his dwelling on a singie floor has
mide A distinet eaving whera most
Americans gadly need it. His flat is
gald to be the largest in the world,
burt, of course, that s a glory which
it wili not long enjoy. Other men will
soon follow Mr, Sachs' example and
flats covering a whole acre will per-
hitps become a2 common ns sky-serap-

1t does not ex-
to go up and

térs In a few vears,
Nows. |

An imaginative magazine writer not
long ago projected a model dwelling,
which at first glence bore wvery little
resemblanoe to Mr, Sachs’ mammoth
filnt. He called it a “roadbhouse,” baot
the reader must not nnwarlly assume
that it was a tavern for the accom-
modation of jubllant asutomaobllists, It

wa= intended to be the home of a
multitudinous population. The title
“roadhouse”™ was appropriate, because

the structure was to extend for mile
after mile through the verdant meads
and thrifty flelds of the country.
Along the roof was to proceed the de-
lectable satretches of a promenade,
embowered In gardens with fountains
and singing birds, the Iatter, of
course, in proper cages. Each floor
of thils elongated building wos to be
cut up Into [lats and hers comes In
tha somewhat elusive resemblance to
Mr. Sachs” device, slnce every [flat
pcould be cut to suit the needs of the
inhabliting family. .The grounds In
front and rear wers to be parks for
the use of all and an electric rafiroad
was to run from end to end in the
basement. What could be more com-
plete? The news reports have un-
happily been ellent of late ns to the
progress this Insplred projector is
making, but we' may hops that he will
find fnvestors a&s enthusiastic and
trusting as he Is himself, s0o that the
“roadhdusa" may ultimately be bullt.
In the clash of ldeas and the compe-

tittlon of schemes we shall discover
what {3 best for us. It may take &
long time to decide, but no matter
about that. What is a thousand

yvears in the history of the race?
What we are seeking with more or
iass wisdom 1is a perfect house for
the indwelling of tha families of our
kindred hum#fn beings. We have
come to the conclusion that ovolution
alone cannot be trusted to produce
what iz desired. For omne thing, it
acts too slowiy and, for another, it
ia as likely to go backward as for-
ward. We must apply our minds to
the problem and take all the elr-
cumstances into conslderation. The
past affords some lttle light, but per-
hapa not a great deal. The ancient
dwellirg of mankind was a cave In
o hillside, or the top of & tree. From
those primitive abodes he pursued
his way through tents and log huts to
houses of hewn planks and stone.
What he soyght originally and for
many thousands of years afterward
was first of all protection from prowl-
ing foes. Comfort and beauty were
minor considerations. They were not
considerations at all for hundreds of
generations, Tt Is a commonplace to
remark that Kings and great nobles
in the Mlddle Ages llved less com-
foriably than the poorest hodcarrier|

| flesh wnd all

does now. nmq'hsminttoohrto
say that they had neither shirts to
thelr backs nor glass to thelr win-
dows, but they certainly lacked bath-
tubs mnd spoons, to say nothing of
soap and towsls, Brooms even were
lncking to those ancestral homes. The
floors went unswept for so many cen-
turies that finallye the Black Death
broke onut and tanght hygiene by
slaughtering half the population of
Hurope,

In those baronial halls domestic
affairs went on about the same as
in the dsys of Homer. Domestic
progress has always lagzed behind
everything else but politics. The
Iady of the house spun and wove with
‘her maldens like Penelope In the pal-
ace of Ulysses. The clothing for the
family was made- at Home and the
year'as pravisions were provided. and
cured in the kitchen. Naturally, the
dweiling was planned with these in-
dustries in mind. Sinca cleaniinéss
wWas not wvalued, no arrangements
were made for It HEating being the
foremost necessity everything cen-
tered around the storshouse nnad
kitchen. There was a workroom,
wherea clothing was spun and woven
and. Inasmuch as predatory foes
swarmed roundabout, the structure
had to be bullt strong enough to keep
them out. Mr, Sachs his no armed
enamy to fear, 8o he need not think of
drawbridges and moats around his
third-of-an-acre flat. His windows
open freely to the light and alr, whils
those of his medleval ancestors, If
he had such, were cut narrowly
through deep walls of solld stone and
Intended to let missiles out rather
then sunlight in. The prevalence of
peace has modifled our domestic ar-
chitecture as much as the transfor-
mation of industry has. What these
and other factors will finally make
of it is for the future to reveal. Every
experiment on & scale 25 magnificent

as Mr. Sachs® naturally bringa us
nearer to ths ideal,
_— -

Chairman Barnes, of the New Yoark
Republican committes, expresses fear
of an alllance between Tammany and
the Progressives to organize the As~
sembly. What he really seems (o
fear is that the Republican majority
will not unite to arccept his dictation,
and that some progressive Republi-
cens will join progressive Democrats
and third party men to overthrow his
machine. If the Republicang should
not unite, it will bes becanse of & Te-
volt against Mr, Barnes.

The City of Guayaquil, which is no-
toriously the watrst pest hole In the
world, is cleaning up. The Inspiration
under which it is moving toward san-
itariness flows from Colonsa]l Willlam
C, Gorgas. His victories over filth and
dlsease on the Isthmus have touched
a responsive chord In Ecuador and the
clitizens of Guayaqull are at last
azhamed of thelr hoary slums. Per-
haps Centralla will take a leszon from
this South American awakening.

The project of geeking i home mar-
ket for Portland's water bonds de-
serves commendation. Interest pald
to residents and spent here fertilizes
the trade of the town. An issue of
bonds marketed In Portland would
provide means to push forward water
{mprovements at a season when labor
is plentiful and wages moderate.
Thus wa might be in a measura Inde-
pendent of sltringent money conditions
slsewhore,

The Interstate Commeérce Commis-
#lon's report ls pronounced “dry as
Sahara"™ by the Brooklyn Eagle, It
might take a hint from heads of de-
partments and other bodles and make
a readable summary of [ts year's work
and Its recommendations, adding the
dry detialls for the benefit of those
who are particolarly concerned. A re.
port In the shape in which it is pre-
sented is the next worst thing to no
report at all,

Awful consequences to the ecenery
are foreseen by the New York Sun as
a result of Mrs. Pankhurst's visit to
Switzeriand, for It says:

Switzerland has been getting too funioular
and villatie, When the mountains look on
Emmelina they will sse how a plecs of aus-
tsare and awful scsnery should look. The
Jungfrau looks ashamed of hersclf, The
uvalunches get ready for a raking and =
shaking down. Pllatus s clothed [n gopse-
e the acres of Swisa cheese are
= .

One of the crying needs of the day
Is a supply of trained managers for
co-operative enterprises such ns stores,
frultgrowers’ masociations and dairies.
When these fail it is usually becnuse
the managers are incompetent, If the
Agricultural College has not already
provided a course In co-operative man-
agement [t will doubtless do so be-
fore a great while.

Foreign mlsslonaries are to be espe.
clally trained. They should be sure
to train down to thelr lowest possible
welght, especlaliy for gervice among
aborigines.

Work 1s now avallable for every
unemployed man whe will sccept it
That fact, however, will pot fully
rogt the army of the unemployed,

Geld production fell off heavily iIn
1913. But since the production of
farm produce Increased wonderfully

we may be able to struggie along.
And whnt 414 Harry Thaw t In his
stocking—asaorted nutsY—RBoston anscript,

Probably & writ of habeas corpus
and a sheaf of lawyers' bills.

Turkey s sald to he preparing for
war with Greece. Those Turka don't
geem over to get tired of running.

President Wilson has learned first-
hand from John Lind how he restored
peace o Mexico.

A Baker man panid a gambling debt
in mining stock, That's trimming
the trimmers,

New York officlals must let actions,
not words, speak for them. 'That
isn’t poilltica

Costly terminal
In prospect.
suspicliously.

ifmprovements are
The New Year sets in

Jack the Hugger is abroad agaln.
Wait till he accosta a woman athlete!

About time to make another de-
mand for Huerta's resignation,

John D. gave away $7000,
man will bankrupt himself yet.

That

It Is only humane to let the Mex-
lcan dafenders leave Mexico,

The pigskin now joins the horse-
hide among the mothballs,

Our Bud his been nipped In the
bud on¢e again.

Glad we'rs Bot n stormy Californta, |

RESPONSIDIZITY FOR BAD ROADS
Geeshiam Contributor Agrees That
Blame lents on Tazpayers.
GRESHAM, Or, Dee. 31.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—I desire to call attention to two
editorials appearing In different col-
umns of The Oregonian recently. It
oceurs to us that there I a little In-
consistency In the relation of the two
itemes, Inssmuch as one commends an
Eastern Oregon paper for placing the
blame for the useless waste of rowd
funds wheare It rightfully belongs, that
is, with the taxpayers themselves, while
a brief item casts reflections on the
ability of our district road supervisors

s rond builders.

1 am very much Inclined to defend
the attitude azsumed by the Eastern
Oregon paper. Under the Oregon sys-
team of making laws, the fault unques-
tionably liea with the taxpayers them-
s¢lves and mo one else, and, until the
taxpayer takea sufliclent Interest In his
roads to work out a scientiflc system of
constructing roads, the waste of funds
will go on and on Indefinitely.

Under our present systemn sach road
district is apportioned so much money,
according to the assessed valuation of
property in the diastrict. Oftentimes this
apportionment la not sufficient to build
and keep the bridges in repalr in the
district., Yet the much-abused road su-
pervisor (I am not a romd supervisor
and never have been) Is sxpected not
only to keep the bridges In repair, but
also bulid and maintain from 20 to 60
milea of road, agd If he fails to do thls,
the taxpayers call mass meetings and
express thelr indignation at what they
are pleased to term “waste of their tax
monoy.” And every mother's son of
them that has a plece of crossroad run-
ning past hia place will demand and
insiast that his pro rata of the fund be
expended on this particular piece of
crossroad.

Further to emphasize thelr demands
they appoint a committes, with power
1o act, to go before’the Board of County
Commissioners, who ara as helpless to
ald them asa Is the road supervisor.

L¢t us bo consistent in thia.matter
of bullding roads. Let all the commear-
¢lal organizations, civic Improvement
clubs, all the newspapers, city and
country, all the farm periodieals, county
and state oficials unite in a get-to-
rether campalgn of education on this
question of bullding public highways,
and It will not be long untll the prob-
lem is solved. G. N. SAGER,

L

respondent that the taxpayvers them-
selves are largely and primarily re-
sponsible for waste of road funds, but
still it falis to see much inconsistency
between this statément and the second
editorial paragraph referred to. That
paragraph Iln commiserating with the
rural carrier stated that many Oregon
roads are a disgrace to the suparvisors
who mako them. The supervisor can-
not wholly be excused =simply because
the taxpayers who have the power have
not compslled him to do good work.

IS ASSAILED.

Mr. Barsee Contends Paid Clrenlator Is
Rellnnee of Workern.

PORTLAND, Op:, Jan, 2.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—With regard to clrculating pe-
titlons It may seem presumptuous for
B man of meager standing to speak In
opposition to ex-Senator Bourne, yeét a
different atation In life cnables us to
geg things from a different view point

\“W BOURNE BILL

Just how Mr. Bourne e&n Btretch his
conscience to helleve In the initlative
end refe¢rendum, with all it means for

political justice and economic freedom,
and then Intimate by letter to the pub-
lle press that the citizen Is incapable of
casting an Intelligent vote, as his velled

declarntions by lelter Indieate, is a
puzzle to right thinking.
Does Mr. Bourne think that the in-

itiative of any measure has any actual
bearing on the demand for Iis becoming
A law? Must such thinga be guarded
by & competant 8 por cont, or do the slec-
tornte declide this matter? it My
Bourne has this ldea of the Initlative
hg surely has not gotten very far away
from the old precinct boss sod slated
convention.
. Petition elrenlating for compensation,
by 8 pald elrculstor is asz legitimats,
falr and honorable us the drafting of
ANy Mmeasure by any compensaled at-
torney. Workingmen havae mnot the
time or opportunity te Iay down their
dally task and give mll their time to
petition circuinting, even though It Le
favorable to thelt class. They can,
however, by stinting themselves, give
of thelr wage to compensate a pald
clreulator, who wmay forfeit his Jjob
through sorving as a pald clremiator

1If #l1 wers Johnathan Bournes with
finenclal standing that guaranteed their
livelihood wrung from the toll of some
mystic nobody, they might agrea with
Mr. Bourma that ench individual cir-
culate the petition for each specinl law
of his own fancy.

To sny signatures gotten by a paid
eirculator ore nol representative of the
electorate is to cast refiection upoen the

citizen It is not necessary, legally
or otherwise, that 1 favor or even
understand the merits of the measure

that T nak to be submitted. Frankly
I confeas thut T do not know everything
and for that roason I am nanxious to
learn. Who pays tha expense of these
mesanres, outside of the Ink and extra

paper used therein? Surely pot the
Etnta
Is not the dny of elaction and not

the filling of the petition the trial of
the merit of the meas=ure and the legiti-
mate test of the Inw to be enncted or
rejacted?

The working class sra now provided
with the law making power. Surely
but slowly they are learning to use |L
They wlll not willingly xield to spe-
clal privilege laws thet llmit their
pbwer. Tha cure for democracy Is mors
democracy. C. W. BARZER,

Riaks for Love's Sake.

Pualk.
Tallerby—Aftah we's married,
we'll bhadb chicken foh dinnah ebery
dny. honey.

Meallnda Johnson—Oh, yo' deary! But
[ wouldn't msk yo' to take mno sech
risks foh mah sake!

Henry

Her Model Som at School.
New York Evening FPost.

First Fond Mother—My Reginald has
to have a new set of school books gvery
year

Becond F. M -—-Fe should take Harold
for a model. My Harold always stays
in the same books for three vearas

Breaking It to Him Gently.
Buffnlo (N. Y.) Express.

The information editor received this
letter from @4 fresh youth: "Kindly tell
me why a girl always closes her eyves
when a fellow Kkisses her.”

“The gditor replied: “If you will send
us your photograplr we may be able to
tell you the reason.”

Gift for a Golden Wedding.
Boston Traunscript,
Bix—What 414 you give the Serap-
pingtons for thelr goiden wedding?™
Dix—A book entitled “Fifty Years of

Confiict”

Entertaining a Man-Visitor.
Woman's Home Chmpanion
Mr, Stayinte—The other night I heard
& story that gave me such a start.
Miss Muchbored—I wish 1 knew It.

TWhat One Saves,

Atchison Globe.

Zome people save Ltrash
money.

instead of

Men as Raw Material,
Atchison Giobe.
Aunt Jene (single) says that so many
men are Just raw material

Maybe Xt En Jaust ax Well
Atehlson Globe.

SOME OF “T. ﬂ‘l‘ mooummoms

C i G m-ur:r wWith
Ex-Presldent's Loate Writings,

KELSO, Wash., Jan. 1.—(To the
Ed!tnr.)—-—l bave often wondered how
such men and women as Lyman Abbot
and Jans Addams were led to espouse
the cause of Colonesl Roosevelt In the
1912 ecampaign and after reading
Roosevelt's story as glven in The Ora-
gonlan of last Sunday, I still wonder
how they wore decelved by such =
subtle argument as that glven, the
very subtleneas of which was and Is
ovidonee of Ita baod raitin

In 1904 Roosevelt guve out the dec-
laration that the wlse custom which
Iimits the Presldent to two terms re-
gurds the substance and not the power
and under no circimstances will-‘he
agaln bé a ecandidate for or accept
another nomination for President

In 1%12 Roosxevelt says that the tre-
mendous power which a Presldenl may
exart to #ffect his own npnomination
falls from him the moment his term
expires and that therefore the wise
custom which Ilimits the President to
two terms loses {ts potency and ls in-
valld,

It would be unwise, ha says, to limit
by statuts the number of terms =
President may serve, &8s in times of
great National per!l 1t might serva to
deprive Lhe Natlen of the one best
fitted to serve It, and I fully agree
with him, but I do not agree with him
that such an argument obtains to
clear his conmduet In 1812,

In the teeth of a practieally unani-
jmous demand f(rom the Republican
party he claims that he could not do
other than hs did. Granting that the
demand  was practically unanimous,
what I8 thers about that that clears
his conduct? Was it lmpossible for
him to rises to the situation, forget
gelf and place his tremendoun influ-
ence bshind one of tha many Pro-
gresaive Republicana capable of oar-
rying on the work started by hbhim?
The only rational answer |5 ye5. But
why, if the call was practically unani-
ous, was nat Hoosevelt sclectod?
Where did the call come from? Dla
it come froam the Republican machine?
The machine was In ocontrol st Chi-
cagn, according to Roosevell Why,
then, wasn't he nominated? Did 1t
coma fromm the Republlean electorate?
The Republican eclectorate had the
privilegse of wvoting for Roosevelt at

The Oregonian u;rees with the cor- |Screw

the polls Why was he defeated?
loose  somewhere. Perhaps In
ths unparfected Roosevelt machino,
But we wore led to belleve that
Roosevelt dldn’t belleve In machine
politios Perhaps that s only when
the machine 18 in control of an anti-
Roosevelt man,

Roosevelt says that the wise cus-
tom which 1limits the President to
two terms regards the subatance and
not tha power. What is the substance
of that custom? The custom as start-
ad by Washington was for tha pur-
poss of protecting the Republic agninst
unscrupulous politiclans, who might
endeavor to mnke & private asset of
the preat offlca by using the tremen-
dons power of the office to effect his
own continued "election. But i= that
tha full substance -of the custom?
Does the mere skipping of & term
make that custom invalid? Is it not
poasible for a Prealdent to carry a
lnrgen part of the power which he
holds in office with him to his private
life? Roosevell says no, but his pub-
Ifle record i an emphatic refutation
of the denial., What was Roosevelt In
1900 compared to what he I= today?

How does Colonel Hon.\,t‘vﬂl recon-
cils his unsgquivousal approval of
Tuft gliven at the Sarmtoga conven-
tion and hia approval of the Canadian
re¢iprocity treaty with hig subgequent
conduet? Tn what way does he excuse
hia deserting La Tolletta after having
promlised his help? P, B W,

THE MOTHER'S REWARD.
Bhe prassed him closely to her breast,
And curled his golden halr,
Belleving she was nobly blest
While he luy mleeping there,

She bore him when her faith was new,
And nurssd him tenderly:

But had forgotten bables grew,
And often strugeled fres

| B0, aa the years

| With student cap and gown,

She =aw him win ths collega race
And don the laurel crown.

ETew on apacs,

Sha heard the peopla land his name;
It echoed round the world;
The while he sat in halls of fame—

This babe whose halr she ourled.

Ah, they hud known It ull along,
They dragged him from his chalr,
But It was cruel, It was wrong,
To tenva her loniely there.

Ona night she heard the students
And followed with the crowd,

Not knowing whom they went to hear,
Or why they cheered go loud,

chesr

A vaice resounded thro' the hall,
Intoned with eloguence—
A volce she thought could ne'er en-
thrall
So vast an audience.

But when they arank In all ha =ald,
Epelibound and tense with jowv,
Her throbbing heurt was turned

lead—
Whers was her Baby Boy?
G. O, FREEMAN.
Fortland, December, 1§13.

to

Rinck Plagoe Law.

VALE, Or., Dec. 30.—{To the Edi-
tor.}=—At various times there has been
recommended and agitated In and out

of Legisilativa nssemblies of Jdifferent
states provisions Lo compel the raport.
ing on the part of physiclans of all
venereal diseases as being contagious
nd Infectians within 24 hours after
coming under their notice. This pro-
vislon has boon adopiled in at least one
atate under the name of “black plague
Inw."

I wish to bespeak a good word for
this law, ns= to have these reports ls
the right of soclety for its own protea.
tion. However, In this provision
nhould be one to compel the reporting
of those appiying to thelr “druggist
friend” as a certaln per cent of these
canzes 4o in thalr Inciplency

F. L. WILLIAMS, M. D,

Bible and War.
PORTLAND, Jan. 3.—(To the Ealtor.)
—In The Oragonian Dacember np-
peared an article signed 1. L. Bush In
regard to war and peace, prophesying
thut wara will become obsolete. I would
llke to muggest to Mr. Buah and others
who belleve the game way, that thev
look up what the Bible says on this
subject and note in Micah Iv:2-3 also
verses 12 and 18 what “‘many nations
shall say” and In Isalah §1:2-3-4 what
“many people will say” namely that
Iin the last days they wlilll predict that
wir shall become obsolets, just as your
conrrespondent predicts and then see
what the Lord "has spoken' us recorded
in Joel {ii:5. This Is 2 most intereating
study m=mnd will repay anyone to
look up. READER.

Tronhles of a Financier.
New York Weskly.

Jim—Say, Fred old boy, I'm looking
for zome friend who will loan me $10.
Come. now—can't you be of asgistance?
Fred—Certainly,

Jim—Thank you ever so much.
Fred—=Yes, it's going to rain, and if
you'll step over to my office I'll lend
you an old umbrella =0 you won't gat
wet while you're looking.

How It Is in Literary Bostion,
Boston Transcript,

Library Attendant—A foreign-look.
ing woman came in today and ssked
for “cottage cheose Frisnd—Hal Did
she think the llbrary wis n grocery
store? L. A—No: after some guestion,
ing T found out that she wanted "Scot.
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From The Oregonlaa of Junuary 3.
Ellensburg, W. T, Jan, 2.—Delegntes
have been arriving mlil
parta of the
stulehood convention tomorrow.

Olympia, Jan.
Montesano wus held up this evening at
Bush Pralrie and the
the Northwestern Expreas Company and
the mailbags were taken by the rob-
ber.

Walla Walla, Jan.
a mass meeting of the clitizens of the

mutt and City
Adams,

senting the Portland Board of

1689,

day from all
territory to attend the

2.—The stage from

treasure box ol

The driver is N. L. Inman.

2, —Thera wlill be

northern half of Umatiila County at
Milton tomeorrow in the Interest of
division of the county.

Thero waa o mesting of the Clty

Board of Charities at Masonic Hall last
uight.
showed an enrolled membership of 350

The report of the committes

d subscriptions of F2004,

Thas committes appninled to draft n
charter consolldating the clties of Port-
Innd, East Portiand and Alblna met at
the

Counell rooms yeésterday Thera
are present Mayor Van B. De Lash-
Attorney Willlam EH,
of Portland; Mayor E. C,
heeler and City Attorney J. V. Beach,
East Portiand: Mayor D. M Mc=
ughlln and City Attorney P. L. Willls,
Albina, and EH. W. Corbett, repre-
Trade.

The marriage of Miss Alice M., Win
tern,

nide,

of Sunns and August Misbus,
Portland, took place at the residence
the bride's parents on Tuesday, Rev,

P, Davls, of Mount Tabor, officlating

Half a Century Ago
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eratls steam hns pr
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From The Oregonian of Jan. 4,

We lsarn from BSheriff Lada a
man ‘nmamed Kittembra shot 1
Hess at Sauvie's Island on
avening.

Dr. Bellows
lotte Cushman,
donation to 1t}

She had recelved it Ly g
performances in some the 3
clties.

Washington Dec,
the commiskioner
Navy Department

of

Deae.

monitorns,

eston,

1 threas

to pasa the obstru
tanmlied The Iror i 11 1w
have to bes abandoned I'he monitorn
arp also badly dissbled
Tha Callfornia Bennts
oiuntion Instruc 1
Congress to procurs £ T
granting National ns tunce in right-
of-way nt of land and bonds to tha
comg nbout to undertnke con-=
struct) of the Orezon & Crllfornin
| tallroad,
The Portiand Dally Union Under
this kl.tm A new paper appoared on Sat
. publl by moveral pructical
‘ New Year's eove Lt
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Hands in Wild Ace,
ITORIA, Or., Dec
We all admit
highest hane
pok bt
all time, we nask
thority on card
& TOyI

the «
manmonnl's

ch plonsure
at forth by
evangell

denom}

Men

al
Young
Portland

forg

tho

yed thero
areo no hands not possible to held In
ordinary draw polke Oceaslonally
“Aves" ars admitted by previous agroe-
ment, but In o confilet of slugs the
establlshed poker hand tales prece-
dence ovar the hamd made up with
Thus the royal filush beats five
e ——————

Pinin Hint 1o Late Caller.

St, Louls (Mo) Dis .

“Ia that clock rightT thn vis-
tor, who hs -.11 mlrendy his wel-
come. His hontes »

“0Oh, no!™ she snild 1 the clock
we always call the Visitor™

The obdurate one sot down sgaln,
“The Visitor he- remariced "What o
eurions name to give a o}

His hostess ventured an
“YTou see.'" she coned swaet)
it that because wa CaO nNav
go."

And even then he falled to ses the
poitnt
Ir

o

“eounted by

Sunday Features

Skiing on Monnt Hood it the
thrilling sport Hmi is deseribed
in a snappy srtiele by the well-

known writer, Anne Shannon
Monroe,

Birds in Winter need ears,
protection and oceasiopal help.

You will be especi srested

in this illustrated articl

News Snapshots t.L--. by
keen photographers in many
parts of the world, present trne

pictures of
OCCuUrrences.

Gaby Deslys, the vivacous lit-
tle actress, ia interviewsd by the
camerns man, along with some of
her most striking gowns.

Grants Pass' Progressg is an-
othar ehapter in the story of en-
terprising and thrifty Oregon
fowna,

- Centenaries of 1914
the score. A
of it to keep for reference.
lustrated.

Henpecked Husbands have
formed one of the most uousual
of elubs and will insist apon
their rights as mere men,

recent noteworthy

ar
al

are
page
11-

Tipping is investigated by
that gentla cynie, George V.
Hobart, iz the best article yot
froms his pen.

In the Roosevelt Autobiogra-
phy another ehapter is devoted
to policies of the first Hoose-
velt administration.

Thesse are but a few of a
great array of splendid featuvres.

Order today of yonr news-
dealer.




