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ME, LANE'S LAND FOLJOY.

No document more insplring
Western people than the ancuil report
of Secrstary of the Interior Lane has
recently appeared. We are used to
regurding Government reports as
mausses of dry detall, but Mr, Lane has
struck out on pew lines, He has writ,
ten with masterly hand & silate paper
whioch may well become the basls of a
new charter of liberty for the West
He combinea the technieal knowledge
of the lawyer with the practical sense
of the man of affalrs and calls to his
aid in stating his conclusions the facil
ity of expreasion of tha trained news-
paper man, To these qualities he adds
an intimate personal knowledge of the
West and its problems and a sympathy
with its ambitions. All these qualities
unite in prompting him to humanize
the land laws and their administys-
tion,

The Secretary finds that the Gov-
ernment has reached a deadlock in the
land question, and he offers & keay to
unlock it. A halt was called on meth-
ods of spoliation and the Natlon has
been’ doing practically nothing while
awalting adoption of a new policy. He
for which the
West has clamored for years—'place
our resources at tha service of the
peopls.” He says very truly that the
West is reconciled to safeguards
“aguinst the
subversion of the spirit of our land
laws, but it asks that the machinery
be promptly established by which the
lunds may be used.” In so saying, he
voices the demand of the West.

Beginning with Alaska, he proposes

" that all its resources be placed in the

hands of & commission, each member
aof which shall manage one depart-
mant, and which shall apply the reve-
nue derived from the land and s(reams
and sea of that vast territory to its
development. Without awaiting the

- vreation of this commission, he would

! raflroads and would

of * Governmaent

lense the coal
and. He would maks the increased
value of land along the rallroads re-
coup the Governmeni for thelr cost
He would develop agriculture to the
point where the Territory would pro-
duce jts own food supply, and would
rival the Scandinavian countrie= In
population,

He would apply the leasing polley
ulso to the coal land of the Western
states, also to petroleum, phosphate
and potash land. As to coal, he meets
the objections of those who fear ex-
haustion of the supply by seving: I
cannot feel that we should sacrifice
uny present need for fuel or willingly
surrender curselves to & demand for
exerbitant prices’ Ha sees a substi-
tute for coal In water power, saying:
*Water will be, indeed already la, the
greatest conservator of conl.” He sees
the absurdity of applying the same
homestead law to the treeless lands
vast of the Cascades and to the densely
timbered area west of that range.

Instead of trying to defeat tha
homestsader whosas only alm s to se-
cure and pell thae timber, as did his

begin construction

! predecessor, by creating a new class of

" ing action. Hence we may reraronably | matic water

land not recognized by law, hs would
change the law to provide for the ssle,
first, of timber on agriculiural land,
then of the land itself.

As to arid land, he would apply
royalties from coal, oll, phosphate and
potaah land to its reciamation and
would tmmediately provide §100,000.-
000 to be reccuped from that source.
As with Alaska, ha would use the rev-
enue of Western land to develop the
lutent values of the West, saying:

Wihh a litle Torssight we can irasaferm
coal asd <l phosphata amd timber, lon
sreqn Oelda gad electric power

He wouid meet tha legitimate de-
mands of the states by giving them &
certain percentage of the royvalties
from non-preclous minerals, but sug-
gests that thia percentage for a time
“he used In sach co-operative jrrign-
tion enterprises ns the state might de-
slpn'" and be pald to the state whan
the fund s replenished, He cltes the
work which the Government Is doing
jolntly with Cregon and Washington
ns examples of such c¢o-operation,

As to water power, ha shows RO pl-
tiance with *‘the present conditon of
stagnation.” Ha would lsass power
sites without rental, provided the plant
revert to the Governmant at the end of
fifty or sixty years. This policy would
attyact capital and with Federal and
state regulntion of rates the much-
dreaded waler-power trust would be
robbaed of ita terrars.

There can be ne doubt but that Mr. |
of | spare, the Daly pollicy is for economy

Lane's policy has the approval

the great majority of every com-
munity, It ought to be a rule not only
of publie but pr emgployment that
gray halr acquired in the service shall
be insurance against want.

The arousing of publie sentiment in
the Chamberiain cass marks a plain
and unmistakable path for the puld-
ance of the City Commission, Effl-
elency with gcomemy (s desired, but
amall savings may sometimes praperly
be sacrificed to righteous sentiment.
The political phase of sclogtion as
heads of the municipal government is
not to be overlooked. Succesi of the
administration will not be judged
wholly by the financial balance shest
und record of novel achievements,
How the commiasion has responded to
the convenience, desires, and even
tender sentiments will ald in measur-
Ing its popularity,

FOR THE PUBLM] BENEFIT,

It seems hard to believe that the
agitation to locate the suditorigm om
the BEast Sids is in earnest, though we
will assume that it is. But it Is cer-
tainly misguided and mistaksn, and
the fact that it comes mainly from
sources that have professionally what
may be termed the East Side view of
every question gives the movemant its
proper significance.

The auditorium belongs nefther to
the East Blde, por the West Side, nor
the North Sjde, nor the South Side,
It balongs to Portland, and that means
it ahould be located at or mear the
givig centar,

Ths auditoriom ought to be placed
near the heart of community activity
for the same reason that every im-
portant theater, every important hotel,
every puhlic bullding, is located there,
and ths life of the city radistes from
therea,

The auditorlum is not a nelghbor-
hood or sectional project. It ought
not to be moved around or located for
the benafit pf any sectlon. It should
be placed where the public will use it
It §s to be bullt for the public benefit.

JOYFUL TIDINGS FROM O00S. .

Lét us pause long emough in our
digestive contemplation of the remains
of the Christmas turkey and in our
past-prandial discussion of the effects
of the currency bill and the troubles
of some men who want work, and of
other men who say they want work,
to listen to an optimistic song from
Coos Bay. The Record prints this:

About Mamhfisld there is =t this time
more work In nmediaie contemplation than
almost any other secticn of Oregon.

The bulliiag of the Willamoetie Pacific
will bring 2900 men to this portien of Ore-
gon In the early Spring.

The Rlaneo townsite, which was seld for

$100,000 a short thmeo mgo, will be improved
within a foew maonths,
«Tia Coconton townaite was purchased by
the Kreis syndlcats not long ago and even
anow the mean who are interested in It ure
#n routs hers to plan big things for that
Tocallry,

The bhullding of the bridge will Joeep an
army of higbiy-paid workmen busy for the
antira Fear,

Actiyity in Cprry Comnty—4he purchasing
ef right af way by the Southern Pacific—
makes it & sure thing the Southern Paeifio
will be bullding fromm Eyrexa to Marshfield
in tha Bommer.

The pulp mill, which his beésn operating
for & fow weeks only, will, when It gotx into
full swing, employ a great many men.

The C. A. Emith cenl mina is showing wp
such & huge amount of fine com] that It

will, alone, cmuss the springing up of &
small-sized town,
Cheer up, Coes Bay is a part of

Oregon,. What we need is a wider dif-
fusion of the Coos Bay spirit.

PLATN WATER FACTS,

Tha sallent facts of the present
Portland water policy are presented
by The Oregonian in an article else-
where. The reason for their publita-
tion is their interest to every citizen—
or at least to the citlzens who foot the
bills.

The obvious facts are that Lthe over-
head charge in the water department
has nearly doubled in the past year.
The office expense in 1912 waa 5.55
per eent of the tetal revenue., For the
first eleven months of 1913 the office
expenss was 1447 per cent. There
hns been no commensuate increase in
Ingome, gross or net. There has been
no increase of efficlency, or decreéase
of dellnguencles, The b6.92 per cent
jnerease in outlay is sheer waste, due
to the monthly billing system.

Commissioner Daly ls not responsi-
ble for tha monthly billing scheme;
but he i= responsible for a recom-
mendation for quartérly bills, Tha old
syatem of no billa to all flat-rate users
Is the mnain basis of the previous
economy, now abandoped. No one has
advanved a good reason why the for-
mer plan is not the best.

Tha original water polley was that
the users should pay for Installation
and for serviee; the present policy ls—
or seems to be—that the taxpayer
shall pay, For example, the §1,250-
000 water bonds lssued in 1908-1910
to build the second Bull Run pipe-
fina are & charge against the general
eredlt of the clty—not alone against
the water plunt—and the annual $50,.-
000 interest is pald out of the general
fand.

Commissioner Daly's water policy
contemplates the operation of the city
water department as an independent
branch of the city government, con-
trolled by the water psers, and not by
the taxpayers, though the chief bur-
dens ars to be borne by the taxpayers,

1f water meters are to be universally
installed for domestic use—at a total
cost of about $450,000—the cost of in-
spection will grow to a large figure,
gnd ihe interest charge alone will be
about $15,000 & year.

The avallshle water supply now is
67,600,000 gallons datly, rud the daily
consumption is ahout 47,000,000 gal-
lons, With 20,500,000 gullons to

President Wilson and we may, {here- | of use and prodigality of malntenance
fore, expect that the whole Influence | cost.

of tha President will be exerted to em. |

body it In Jlow. We have seen in the
casa of the tariff and currency laws
how potent Is that influence in procur-

How is it possible to avoid the con-
clpsion that the true method is the
flat rate for the domestic user—a
certain rate per faucet—with auto-
distribution and fixed

expeot the present session of (ongress | monthly chearges?

to open & new era of development in )

Alaska ard the West.

Mr. Lane has but enlarged upon and
elabarated the policy recommended
by Secretary Ballinger, but he s more
fortunate in not having become the
ohject of 8 vendetta and In having to
work with a President who can bend
Congress to his will

GRAY HAIE AN INSURANCH.

There was Christruas cheer for
eversbody In the relnstatement of
Junitor Chamberiain &t the City Hall
The case of this humble worker had
wpched the heart of the rpublic. It
was net an instinct toward charity
that was aroused, but one in behalf of
common justice, Few theres be who
would make munlcipal employment a
refuge for the incapacitated, but when
one has entered the publle zervice in
fu!l vigor and hus given long yeurs of
tuithinl, capable gervice, his summary
discharge npon adyent of the imevita-
bia slackening of capagity ta de =
repugnant to  the warm-bleoded,
whole-hearted people that comprise

v

Whiit is the object of all this revolu-
tion In eeceptable and economical
methods? Fres water?

TSAAD INGALLS STEVENS.

The death of the widew of Isaac
Ingalls Stevens, st the great age of 86
years, recalls pathetically the distin-
guished services which that remark-
gble man renderad to his eountry.
Born in Massachusetits and sducated
4t West Point, he was one of Ecott's
staff offlcers during the Mexican War,
and became Terfritorial Govermor of
Washington In 1§53, He was partic-
ularly Interested in the project to
build a Paclfio railway along one of
the northern routes and alded cen-
spiegously in foerwarding the original
surveys, From 1857 to 1581 he was
Delegaie in Congress fram Washing-
ton Territory, voting faithfully with
the Democrats. His loyalty to the
Southern wing of the party drew him
into many an exciling scens in the
territory which he represanted. His
motives wers questioned with consid-
erable malice and his policles were

denounced, but time has justified the
wisdom of most that he did. He sup-
poried Breckenridge for the Presl-
dency in 1860, but when party loyalty
came finally to mean treason to his
country, he chose the better part and
dedicated his great abilitles to the
service af tha Unian, L

Had the retiring Buchanan been
wise enough to follow Stevens advice
many 2 calamity would have betn
‘spared to the Governmeant and many
a life saved. It was his opinien thai
the Southerners who were talking
treason in Congress and acting it In
the Governmental departments ought
to be sevarely dealt with. For in-
stance, he cou d Buchanan to
dismiss Floyd, the notorjous War Seec-
retary who turned so many Federa!
posts over to the secessionists, It will
be remembered that this man of un-
enviable fams fled ingloriously from
Grant at Fort Henry, deserting his
comrades in order tp save himself,
Just 88 he had betrayed his country
in order to save slavery,

Btevens entered the army as Coloneal
of the Seventy-ninth New York High-
landers and rendered services of con-
spicugus valus, Lincoin knew him
personally and valued him as ons of
hia best advisera on milltary affairs
Aftar acting under Sherman in the
Port Royal Expedition, Stevens was
sttached to the Army of the Potomac
under Pope, and fall at Chantilly,
where so many other lives were need-
lessly sacrificed. At the time of his
death, Lincoln was considering  his
appointment to the chief command of
the Eastern armles.

DEATH'S HARVEST IN 1818,

In the course of the year 1913, a=
in all previous years of humsn history,
a number of Interesting and a fow
important people have died. In same
years men have passed to thelr ac-
count who played a part in the werld
which seemed so essential that the
tmagination was staggered when they
left us, and it was feared lest civiliza-
tlen might be paralyzed by the loss.
But nothing of that kind ever happens,
No matter how greal an indlvidual
may be, clvilization always hes re-
sources sufficlent to supply his place
when he is called upon to say his last
farewell. A recent writer of renown
has an interesting pages or two upon
this topic, He reverts to the well-
known fact that in times of social or
militury ecrises & man almost invaria-
bly appears in the moment of need
who i8 abundantly capable of doing
all that the sitnation demands, This
was wonderfully trus in the days of
the French Revolution, when great
men Wwere Bs common ns street
urchins usually are. The French were
eble to guillotine them by the hundred
and still have all they needed ready
for sevvice in thelr ceopstantly re-
curring emergencies. -

The people of the United States
have had experiences of the same sort,
though, happlly, not so violent. But
in most of our great Natipnal crises
the “man of the hour” has made his
appearance and ths needs of the coun.
try have been amply provided for.
The author to whom we have referred
interprets these rémarkable facts as
elgng that there alwaya exisis in the
body of the people a vast =upply of
undeveloped ability or even genius
which only awaits for a suitahle op-
portunity to blogsem forth In great
pchievements. *“Fnll many a gem of
purest ray serene, the derk un-
fathomed caves of ocean bear.” In
this instance, the caves sra the un-
explored masseg of the people. Tha
vear 1913 has been a litile exceptional
from the fact that no man of over-
towering eminence has died, unless it
be J, P. Morgan, who accupled in the
realm of finance somewhat the posi-
tion of & despotic rnler. His executive
greatness was perhaps best shown by
tha condition in whith he left his
affairs. They were s0 consummately
well organized that the passing of the
master made litle external difference,
All went on much as i he wers still
alive, It may ba doubted swhether the
course of financlal history would have
been alterad in the slightest degres |f
J. P, Morgan had continued to guide
its progress,

No author of the first rank has died
during the wvear. Alfred Austin, the
poet laureate of England, passed away
without rippling the surface of lterayy
affair=, FHis abillty was respectabla
and his productiveness conaiderable,
but nene of his<works rose far abova
medlocrity. He waa made laursats
because he was a “safe’” man, not be-
cause he was a great poet, Joaguin
Miller was perhups the best known
writer whom the United States has
lost, but he had lived to a ripe old age
and the sworld recognized that his time
was at hand, Blessed are those who
hear the call when their work is done
and they are ready to fold their handsg
for the final sleep. *“*They rest from
their labors and thelr deeds do follow
them."

The whola country was concerned
over the loss of Reuben Geold Thwaite,
whose renown was restricted but of
the highest quality, By all students of
American history hils work is known
and valued. His editlons of our his-
torical sources are not only pioneering
achievements, but they are fingl in
their fleld. None could do them better,
1t will never be nepessary to do tham
again, Every library jn tha land is
richer for his labors. American hie-
tory Is Dbelter understood for his
stodles, The State of Wisconsin, hon-
ored by his residence and .endowed
with his fame, will remember him as
one of the most cherished ef her
adopted sons, FPriece Colller, the phil-
ogophical traveler, also departed this
{ife during the year 1813, It Is to his
cregdit that he made the great nations
of the earth better acquainted. Every
scrap of acourate knowledge which
the Germans, the British, the French,
the American=s acqgulre about one
another helps desiroy the gross jlhi-
slona of ignorance and break down the
venomous fanatleisms of prejudice.
In this fleld Price Colller, by his coolly
cynical Judgment and his galm inter-
national! studles, 4id a work which
mankind will long remember and
prize.

Perhaps the best known woman
writer to dle doring the jyear was
“Plerre de Coulevain” whoss novels
possess a gquiet ratlonallty delightful
to the most cultivated class of readers.
She was not so popular among tha
undiseriminating s among the judi-
ciops, but her fame, though IHmited,
fs probably ag secure ns that of any
recent noveliat. Alfred Russell Wellace
merits a place both among lterary
men and sclentists, His books will be
remembered with hise pesoarches
among the tinest achlevements of his
generation, It was his distinction to
dscover the law of ovolutlon by nat-
ural sefeciion contemporaneously with
Charles Darwin. The two great men
announced thelr views at the same
scientific meetipg, and their excep-
tiona! eminence is demonstrated by
nothing &0 well a8 by the rare liberal-
ity with which eaoch aekpowledged the

who had been incubating the

merit of the other, Wallsce bowed to
Darwin,

gible
heavy tribute., The wrecks In both
domains of asronantics were tragie

and dish hut they sgem to
have nobody. The con-
guest of the alr goes on apace, and it
is announced for the coming yagr that

the newest machihes are almpst as
stable as ics wagons. If this is really
the casa, It will not be long before
flying machines will carry their regu-
lar quota of travelers and speed across
the oceans with the mails. Death
gathers his tribute from among the
nohlest of the human race, but in no
contest with man's Intalligence and
courage has he ever yet come off
vietorious,

Representative Lewls, of Maryland,
says the telegraph is a declining in-
stitution and {= being supplanted by
the telephone, therefore he proposes
that the Government takes over the
telephone lnes, But how long will it
ba befors the talsphone by wire s
supplanted by the wirelessT Ir Port~
land had bought the old cabls roads,
of what usa wwould they have been in
the days of trolley lines? Chenges
come so rapidly In thess days of in-
vention and of scrapping the last gen-
eration’s inventions that the Goverm-
ment should be sure that a device is
not -obsolete before It even considers
buying.

The trust idea exprnds apace. We
are famillar with farmers trusts and
Inbor untons Lawyers and ministers
have long been united in assoclations
which, under many & fine phrase and
plausible pretext, seek to restrict the
supply &nd increase the fee. Last of
all we have a poets’ trust, in contem-
plation if not in reality, The worm
has thought of turning even If it has
not yet turned. The meekest, the
most subdued, the worst expiolted of
all earth's sons are talking of an
organization to raise the price of thelr
wares, We hope they will not put It
820 high as to kill the demand.

The sale of the Duke of Bedford's
London property is important not only
as opening the way for improvement
of a slum In the heart of the world's
greatest city but as an evidenca that
the paralyzing law of entail is losing
its grip In England. We may yet see
the day when ene will be able to buy
a lot outright in ths English metrap-
olla, not merely lease it for ninety-
nine years from some Jord, bulld a
house and let the landlerd take both
house and lot when the lease expires,

The Yakima apple man who thinks
he could turn his inferfor fruit into
denatured alcohol at a profit if the
law permitted has many - fellow-
sufferers, The Treasury regulations
are so cumbersomely stupld that
farmers c&n do nothing in the de-
natured alechol line. One person who
wished to try the experiment spent a
vear in futile correspondence with the
authorities and finally gave up in
despair, Congress proposes, but de-
partmental red tape disposes.

Dr. Anns Shaw's refusal to pay her
income tax {s not likely to be sustained
in court, but as a protest against un-
just discrimination It's value may be
very graat, She bases her action on
the same principle as the famous
Hampden whoge refusal to pay “ship
money” started a reveolution in Eng-
land. Her maxim that “taxation
without representation is tyranny”
will hardly bs disputed by any good
American,

Woman suffrage is preseribed #by
the Chicago Evening Past a5 a remedy
for fraud and corruption in Bouth
Carclina primaries and the Progres-
sive party as the hope of escape from
one-party rule. It falls to explain how
division of the opposition weakens the
ruling party.

When the Gridiron, Club has its
next “Jinks"” President Wilson may
wish he had not molested the Cara-
beos. He has given the Gridirons an
opening for some merciless satire,
which will bite deeper than anvthing
the Carabaos said,

Dayton, Ohio, has at last found =
city manager In the pgrson of H. M,
Waite, & grandson of Chief Justice
Mprrison R, Waita, Ha la to be paid
$12,600 a year and tp begin work with
the new year.

No, Clarlce, the gas Is not leaking.
That js merely the edor of pa's Christ-
mas cigar from the box mother
bought him,

A noted Instance of unsatisfled en-

‘deavor was theft of & locked safe from

2 Lackawanna station which proved
to be empty.

Spokane's health officer issued &
warning that over-eating on Christmas
is criminal, A lot of us feel ke crim-
inals today,

A childless couple In Ban Francisco
adopted a baby for Christmas. Christ.
mas will mean something to them
héreafter.

The Mayor has ghut his doors to
agitators.- The more you reason with
an aglator the more uareasonable he
becomes.

A nmew comet scon will be visible.
Millions of uncharted ones will be
visible to many next Wednesday
night,

-

The very idea of anyone ¢ontinuing
lo protest against the rare and de-
lightful privilege of paylng an income
tax.

Denmark may take up the Bryan
arbitration treaty. Eventoally Balu-
chistan and Anam may alse adapt it.

But the only man who I8 apt to
stand by & New Year resclution ls the
one who swears off swearing off,

ITf you gid not get what you wantad,
remember there are others,

And now-the pinch has been taken
put of Pinchot.

Clotnmence your Christmas shopplng
early,

!l

Has the Christmas reaction hit you
yet?

?

Wonder what 1914 will bring?

Swearing-off tima approaches,
— e

Happy New: Year, Y ah

\
»

1 met the meanest men on sarth yes-
torday. He sald that his wife kad
nsver missed baking him a Christmas
office fn all the fiftesn years they had
been married. The brute says he
looks on each ona as A milestone.

- - -

Since the bundéis-earrying season is
past men have resumed their habit, or
custom, of ralsing their hats to women.

- - - .

Cathrine Countiss recelved a lot
of Christmas presents yesterday and
lopda of flowers and telegrami, per-
sonal calls and letters. But the most
touching tributs of all came from &
little girl, & wisp of & child, who sent
& bulky little envelope, tied. with
bright red twine. Inside was a Dnota,
serawled in childish hand, and it said:
“Dear Miss Countiss, I hope you wijl
have a merry Christmas and a hlpp!q
New Year. I thought about youn lsst
night and about your being so far away
from home and no ons to give ¥ou any
Christmas. So I sm sending ¥you this
It is my dearest treasure. I bops you
will usae it™ Then she signed her
name, The “dearest trgasures” wes o
small folding hand mirror of the sort
given sway as advertisements. But
you couldn't get it away from Cathrine
Countiss.

- - -
* FHa kissed her under the mistletos;
‘“That's not right,” he haxrd her say—
“I"m sorry,” Humbly replied the mon,

*Will you ahow me the proper way ™"
- - -

The lsading role in Frank Sheridan’s
sketch, “Blackmall,” which is to be on
ths bill at Hammerstein's Victoria
Theatre of Varietles in Neaw York naxt
woek, will be played by Mary Stock-
well, who 1s a daughter of that famous
old-time comedian, Lew R. Stockwell,
the original Marks in *“Uncle Tom's
Cabin,” and Bthel BErandom =2lso n
prominent aectr in her day. Misa
Stockwell Inherits both her father's and
her mother's talent for the stage, and g
brilliant future ia predicted for her.

Lew Stockwell was particularly well
known Iin Ban Franclsco, where he
managed the old Stockwell theater, aft-
erwards the Columbia. Ethel Brandon
was out here lnst season as the mother
in “The Hluebird'

- -

Cabaret singera will not be abla to

cash their notes after the New Year.
- L ] -

Ohristmas always 18 merry for Princa
Floro, the man-monkey that is filling
extra-attraction place =t the Empress
This is the third Christmas Prince
Florp has spent In showdom nnd todey
will mark the second Christmas ths pet
ape bhas passed In Fortland. Mr. and
Mrs. Oswald Hillaydt, owners of tha
ape. nlwayas have a Christmas tree for
the unigua pet. Prince Floro's Christ-
mas celebration will be held in the
dreassing room at the Empress, where
the tree is all ready for the festivitiea,
A Teddy bear, & ball, candy of the
sticky kind and whatnot hang on the
tree. One gift waa too big to bang on
the tree. 'This is a box of Hood River
apnles sent to Prince Floro by R, H
Weber, of Hood River, who et Prince
Floro in the recent apple show at Spo-
kanoe. Apples ars the favorite delicacy
served the pet monkey.

- - -

They're—they meaning the mansge-
ment—serving real turkey at every per-
formance at the Bsker thester this
week. Dorothy Shoemaker saya she
thinks it would be an economical little
trick to gather up all the remains after
each show, save them, and on the last
afternoon bold & reception on the stage
and sorve turkey sandwiches. If I get
a bid I won't go.

-

-

Merle Maddern, who comes to the
Helllg on Janusry 5 as leading woman
with Otis Skinner, is a Californian, To
locate her birthplice exsotly she is =
San Francigean. Her father, William
A. Madden, is a well-known business
man n San Francisco, and her mother,
who lately pasaed away, was one of the
jenders in the literary life of Califor-
nians. She was a noted writer on mod-
orn literature and the drama. Miss Mad-
dern ia n cousin of Minnie Maddern
Fiske. Bhe received all of her early
theatrical training in stopk in Califor-
nia, serving an apprenticeship st Ye
Liberty In Ogkland. In 1807 she made
her first New York appearance under
direction of her cousin's husband, Har-
rison Grey Fieke, She came o Fortland
with Mrs Flske five seasons ege In
“Becky Sharp."

-

Christmas matinees all over town to-
day. The reg'ler ones at the vaude-
ville houses, “Shore Acres” at the Ba-
ker, nnd the colorful “Pink Lady™ be-
ginning this afterncon at the Heillg.

- - -

Bessie Clifford hes been mentioned in
a pecullar way in & divorce case insti-
tuted by a Mra. Justice Button Gray In
New York., She says her nusband waas
“eruel,” and one of tha allegations of
his crueliy she cites §s that he played
cards with Beasle Clifford.

. L] -

Two titles have oblected officially to
Brieux's drama (or clinic) “Damaged
Goods” In Cincinnati a board of cen-
sors passad the play Intact, but In Bos-
ton Mayor Fitzgerald expurgated one

entire act.

May Yohe, who lived m Fortland In
addition to a lot of other things she's
done—and in whose doings we must
taks a certain natural curiosity, baving
b#ern # former eltizen, In & way—has
apparently fixed matters all up in Eng-
land. The former possessor of the Hope
diamond Is to wed once more. No ene
spams to know to whom, however.

Broadway heard, on her arrival from
Europe, where she has had a 20 weeks'
engagement in vaudeville, that Miss
Yohe and her first kusband, Lord Fran-
cis Hops, had become reconciled.

“Stranger things than that have hap-
pened,” sald she. *It is true that I am
to be married again, but. really, I must
not say to whom. That might spoil
everything.”

AMiss Yohe said she would remain in
New York for the Christmas holidays
with her mother, than return to Enpg-
land, where the knot will be tied.

“They have heen very good to me on
the other slde,” she¢ added, “and I am
trying 1o bshava mysell #o0 as to con-
tinue in their good sraces"

Lord Hape's secopd wife, whom he
married after divoreing May ¥ohe, died
about a year ago. There are three chil-
dren as o result of that unian,

May Yohe's career has bean fraught
with adventure and her escapades have

de her i us on twa conti-
pents. Shs began her stage caresr in
1886 in Philadelphia a» a chorua girl
She sprang inte pro.amnence when ghe
marrizd Lopd Hope. snd aguin when
ghe married Captain Putnam Bradiles
Strong, whom she divarced in 1910 Her
jast marringe thres yoars ago was to s

cafe ginger In Beatils,

-

- r—

Twenty-five 'lun;;o

to Rival Forelgn Int v
PORTLAND, Dec, 32,—{To the ¥Edi-
tor.)—1I would like tp add a littls to
the iaterminnble discussion of Mexican
affairs, It is often sald that American
capl went into Mexico to exploit
tha country, knowing the hasards of
dolng o, and 2 re, the United
States Govirnment should not be called
upen to protect them and their ae-
quired propertises. The following faots
seem to me to hear clogely upon the
situation. Americans have ngt peon
explolting Mexics any more than the
English, Irish, Gsrmanz and Scandina-
vians have exploited the United States,
nor &8s much. The great part pf Amer-
fcan money Invested [n Moxica has baon
In cennection with mining, metaliurey
and rq-l_lrun_slqhni_ldi_nz, Elghty per cent
of the mining properties mcquired had
bean either abandoned by Mexican and
Spanish helders, er was being operated
on a small scale, prior to the purchases
As the result of American aativity hun-
dreds of old mines were opcned, milla
and smelters ware bullt and opsrated
Under Mexican laws 80 per cent of the
labor of such operations had to be na-
tive labor, and under the Dias regime
thia was strictly carried out

As a general propositien the Amer]-
can operator pild natives higher wages
than did the Mexican operator. Thia
mining aectivity, which sxtended to 10
or 12 states, aisgo made employment Tor
fraighters packers, graders and timber
men, and stimulated railroad bullding
and afforded a market for products, The
vast army of employes were of those
who wera not farm workers, and who
are now either idle or have foined some
armed body for war or plunder.

Four years ago there were 15 smelt-
Ing plants operating in Maxico, about
10 of which were owned by Amaricans,
The only strictly Maxican-owned smeit-
er was at Torreon; ons at Mapimi was
owned by u French and German com-
pany. The milla for ore concentrating,
and metal extraction by ecyanidation
waro numbared by tha gcore, and metal-
lurgical methods in Maxico were on as
high m standard &3 any In the world
This may be called exploitation, but it
was development and progreas of the
highest Industirinl order. It was re-
babilitating &an Industry previously
dead, The actur] dividends whish found
their way out of the country were smnll
as compared with the vast sums dis-
tributed mmong the Maxican pepuis-
tion &8 expenditures in connection with
operations

As to the rallroads, they were ope-
rated under strict government reguls-
tions, and passenger faras were Jjust
half whit they are in the Unlted Biates,
In my opinlon tha raiironds have dis-
closed to the world what Mexican re-
sources are and haye done more for
Mexico than that country has done for
them.

American eapital Investsd in coal and
oll lapnds is not as great as that of]
Englishmen and other forelgners; and
the grest Iand holdings of Mexico,
which {s the greatest contributing
cauge of the strife and revolutions now
pending, are almost wholly In the hands
of Mexicans, 'The great haolendas, or
plantations, are partly Inheritances
from early days and partly lster gov-
ernment concessions to politiesl sup-
porters, The peonage of a vast num-
ber of Mexican people is a conditlon
that Mexicans thamselves must be held
to answer for. It is a4 system Instl
tuted by the Spanish military chief
taing, and perpetuated by Mexicans who
came after them. The industries estab-
lished by Americans, Englishmen and
other forelgners proved a boon to the
peon and middle clagses and awakened
them to ‘& realization of thelr poverty.
Dias saw the neceesity for parceling
out lands for thoEe peaple, but the land
boomers were his aupporters and be
could mee no where to begin, Madere
kad similar planz, but he lacked the
support sven to begin carryiug them
ont. Americans have psld for every-
thing they obtained in Mexico, and with
their money, enersy, =2kill and ability
have contributed mightily to the thrift
of Mexican people pnid improved cundl-
tions wherever they have gone.

The causes of {nsurvections, revelu-
tlona and brigandage are solely Mexl-
can. One writer says the strife re-
solves Itself Into & war hatwesn the
Standard (il Company on one hand
and an English oil company on the
other, but 1f Mexican peonle were
united on other affsirs of thelr country
they could soon disposs of the oll yuas-
tlan. The ecxploitation at the basa of
the unrost is thres centurles old, and
Is purely Mexicam. W. A. SCOTT.

519 Lumber Exchange, Portiand

GROSS ABUSES OF REFVERENDUM

With Initintive It Shonld Be Restricted
in Uwen, Says Writer. ]

PORTLAND, Dee. 22, —(To the Edl-
tor,)—Most people are agreecd that the
purpose of the lmitiative and referen-
dum is neither tg psurp the duties of
the Leglsiaturs, mor to heip It in its
work. The purpose of each |s to hold
check on the lawmakinug bodles and,
in the cass of & stubborn Legislature
or Governor, to pass badly needed laws
or to veto harmful leglslation. It has
naver been the Intentlon of the votera
to allow curbstone leafers to slt in
jundgment on the work of the Legisla-
ture, but the method of invoking bell
thy Inftiative and referendum bhas bzen
mads so0 easy that this hes been the re-
sult.

1f the petitions were flled with
Coutity Clerk of each county, or at such
places as mlght be deslgnuted, snd it
each petitioner weore required 1o go
to the Clerk to s=lgn, and only regis-
tered voters were allowed to slgn, the
effect woold be to put only such mess-
ures on the ballet as were very urgent
Insteasd of being used ns 3 club to com-
pal the Legislature to cater to every
passing whim or fapcy, it would be
used to pravent vicious legislation, as
intonded,

When an issue Is urgent enough to
demand direct action by the peopis,
public sentiment could be much more
eastly awakened under this pian that
at present, where there are always a
multitude of measures to be investi-
pated, A, 8

the

5.

Legnl Tender.

PORTLAND, Dsc. 25—(To tha Edi-
tor.)—Are small denominations legal

tender to any amouni? I A
In coins, =ilver dollars are legal
tender wunless ptherwise contrscted;]

smaller siiver ecoins are logal tender un
to $10, and nickel and copper pleces
are legal tender up to L5 cenis
United States, notes of sny denomings-
tion ara legal tendsr for all debis ex-
cept oustoms and interst aen  publle
debt; 8ll Treasury notes of 1300 are
legal tender upless otherwisoe contract-
ed; sllver oertificates, National bank
notes and g9ld cartificates are not

WHAT I WANTED AND GOT.
T waniled some OReFR giasscs,
And a ring of topas SHue,
Rilk lageris with Tibbona
Of palest, sofieat huae,

An imitation boutanniar,
With an oychid aud & rose,
And some slipper buckics,
Alwo o faw siik hoes,

0. Henr¥'s booka In fenther,
An etghing in & frame,
silver for my drssser
Eplaghed over With my name.

My wanis were oh—po—iitie—
They wouldn'f cowt 8 lot—

I tald ‘em ‘Tammd 0 wll my friends,
And thiz ts what I got:

A cslandar, hand-peintad,

A bunch of feathar Howors,

A dinky motio on a card

Which says, “Improve tha hours™

A nearly siiver button-hobl,

A pin-tray made of =ine
A ek T wa "L weer read
A peedle ok of pink

T took an laventory.
1s trambling und In foay,
And made this resalution—

¥rom The O tnn of Decernber 26, 1888,

NEW ORLEANS, Doc, sheeThe steam-
bpat John H, Hanna was burned last
night at Pilaguemine, La. Of 100 per-
sons on board, only -14 are known to
hnve been saved.

Alarhlohead, Mass., Dao, 25.—Muarhle-
head is on fire Tha antire business
portion Is in ruins and & domen firma
arn borned oyt Tt Is sstimated that
seven acres have besn burned over, and
the loss will ba at lsast §500,000.

Mr, Moody will return from Astoria
today and re-open the mestings at the
Tubernacle this avening,

——

Last night quite an exgitemant was
caused by a amall blage on the roof of
Fritz Kraus' saloon in East Portiand,

Christmas was more genaerally pb-
eerved In the churches and familles
than ever before.

Misges Emma and Mahia Arrington
and Mra, Fannie Wells lseave for Hub-
bard today.

Mrs, J. P, Hows arranged a roysl
spread In the basemaent of the New
Park Theater last night for all the em-
ployes.

Testerday Thomas Guinean, propri-
etor of the Esmond Hotel, fell from
a stepladder, dislocated hisg ankle and '
broke the small bone of his right leg.

Rav. Ross €. Houghton, pastor of
Graoe M. E. Church, has besn slected
a membar of the Boclety of Hiblleal
Archaeology, of London.

PANTC WARNING FOR AUDIENOCES.
Suggestion Offered That Fermal
tiom Preeede All Ent i

PORTLAND, Dec

Cau-

26— (To the Edi-
tor.y—The terrible panic at the Cal-
umet, AMich,, entertuinment  only
proves the rules which govern peycho-
togleal causes and effects with a mob,
A meb 15 a compapy of persons whase
normal reasoning eapacities  have
begn temporarily suspended, and all
move with a common impulse toward
a gommon goal Individuals whe ves
taln thelr normal activities are brushed
nside llko sivaws In a swift currept
The most terpible pesults eoccur when
numhers of children ara present, and
with these the rulez hold full sway.
Tha most elaborate precputions In
buliding do not sufiica. One yoice sats
the spark to the paychological powder
and the explosion is Instantaneons,

Parhaps an antl-toxin would be of
immense haip. Therefors, I propnrse
that at all sntertainments with 180 or
mare persons present, & short caun-
tionagy statement be sariously glven
a2t the start, Thia should contsin
warning not to give way to alarm he-
canss of sudden cories of danger or the
sight of n burning curtuin or sxplo-
sloa A well-drafted statament might
b prepared for common uso -

The baslo principle is that the csm-
mon mind of 2 crowd is concenirated
on f Christmas tree or other aptar-
talnment, and when such channels of
thought are rodaly disturbed ond
broken up, the result fa the same as
when one who cannot swim is pushed
into deep water. FPanle and a strusgle
with the rescuer snsue at onoe

Wa drill school children for such
smergencies; then why not the mixed
crowds st eantertalnments? There |8
ne nesd of it at & prayer-mesting or
& gathering of politiclane, These may
be stampeded, but never by a ory of
fire—aven hell-fire.

Beriously, it might ba well even to
provida by law that such cautlopary
statements be given at the commence-
ment of ail entertainments as haye
been mentionad. It ean ba done wt
once veoluntarily hy theaters and other
places wheres antertuinments nra given,

ROBERT C, WRIGHT

Buffale in Oregon.
EHATTLE Dec. 13.—(To the Editar.)
—In Thea Oregonian of December IU
I'was fortunate enough to receive here
in Seattie—nand It was the only one
I had received regularly for three
dapys—J, D. Loe's letter on Judge Wil-
llam Brown's address on buffulo skel-

elons atiracted my Bttantion.
1t appears sirange that, after all the
controversies we have had on thls sub-
Ject during the past 40 yeaurs that leo-
turers oppear 0 be yet unaware thao
buffalo existed all over Eastern Ore-
gon and Tdaho. Joseph Gule, who lved
on Eagle Creck told me oldt-ime sto-

ries of how, in early days, he uspd
to go to Fort Hall with Hudson Baj
men to hunt buffalo, and the horns

today can be found along the benches
of Snake River near there. I have also
found them on Blg Camas Pralrle,
near the Wood River country and by
the score in Eagle Valley when my old
Iriend Moody was farming and plow-
ing there In 1875 _

Joseph Guls al=0 Iformed me that
the last buffalo was killed in 1888 by
the father aof Nex Perce Chief
Joseph. If lecturérs or others would
even mow clip from and paste In thel
scrap books all such exoerpts, they
woutld find thiat The Oregonlan would
prove every bit us interesting now as
it has proved Iin the past.

FRANK J. PARKER.

Canlves' Misease Thoughit Blackleg.

TYGE VALLEY, Or, Dec. 2—(To
the HEditor.)—I bhave noticed saverni
times of lata mention medes o The

Oregonjan. of o mystericus diseane

among cilves in different paris of the
Willamette Valley, It Is my bellef thot
the disease mentioned (5 sblackles.

Blackleg Is more prevalent In Eastern
Oregon this season than for many
yeuri.

I am not & veterinanian, bhut I have
bBad much tp <o with blackleg, It
rurely ettecks un anlmal over two
years of under =ix mouths old. Tt ia
incurabie Every animal attacked by
the disesse will dle. The aonly relief

Is to render youny cattle lmmune to
the digense by vacclngtion. The virus
for vyaccinagion can be obtalned f{rom

the Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, [, C, free of charge, by mak-
Ing application and stating how many
cattls it Is desirod to viccinate. 1
am mentioning this in tha hope It may
be of benefit to somg fellow sufferer.
A A. BONNEY.

Home Rule

Homie rula has bean & myph-dis-
cussed political question.

Home rula for woman s ths gan-
erally nccepted domestie situation.

BEvery wife has her own little
Kingdom to govern und bas to fuce
the problems and responsibilitics 1t
entalls,

Not the least of these problems in
the monthly *hbudget’™

The woman who keeps count of
her expenditures, makes up her
monthiy statement, and compares it
with those of former moenths, ls the
one who is guarding her treasury
propariy,

But slia should go & step farther—
She sghould be sure that ghe has had
full yalue for the money spent and,
in order to ascertain this, she should
read the dally advertisements of
The Oregonlan and see what tha
best shaps are offering &nd at what
prices,

The “day nfier” is 8 good time Lo

think these things over. partley-
laply ax the new year is close at
hand and yew rosolutions are doe

—Adv,

Il b SPFUG post year,
el - HEoNE cass BavR,
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