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To the Taxpayers
of Portland

Bonds—Improvement Bonds
Bonds—Market Bonds

Bonds—Park Bonds

- Bonds—Public Utility Bonds

Bonds—Paving Plant Bonds

Tax levy now is 28.7 mills; if the above bonds pass at the election Tuesday,
December 9, it will require additional taxes to pay interest and redeem bonds.

You are now taxed nearly 3 per cent upon assessed value of your property

whether it is productive of revenue or not.
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have powetr to mcguire, maintain and operata works, plants and fact]ifties for doing any and anl
municipal work t shall have the powar to provide payment for the whole or any part of looal Im-
provems #, constructed or done by the ¢ directly under the provislons of this section by axsoss-
ment Against the property benefited theret Y

PROPOSED AMENDMENT: Section 78 of the City Charter now provides that “The City nhall

az hersipnafter

CHARTER AMENDMENT: This amendment provides: "The word Improveme

used shal be deemed :n-‘m‘ludr the opening, extension, widening, alteration or change ¢ y street, alley,
avennus boulevard or other public highway, and the appropriating of any property for that purpose, or for
the purpose of laying down and constructing any dralu or seweér or the Iaying, constructing or recon-

structing of any sewer or drain, the constructing or reconstructing of any 111, sidewalk, curb or
street pavement, Including any and all draine, outlets, manholes, Wwater connectlons and all other
things essentin] or proper to be done in conmnection with sower construction or street improvements.'

“The Council shall havs powser and authority at any time after proceedings hava bean instl-
tuted to provide a fund to be known as ths Improavement Fuad by fasuiag and selling Improvement
bomds therafor, which bonds shall be & gemeral ebligation of the City of Partiand.”

All money patd into the lmprovement fund shall be sublect Lo warranis drawn agsinst the
same for the payment of the coat of any Ilmprovemen?

ARGUMENT: The Tund is ereated by the snle of hopds which are direet abligntions of the city
—in other words, for which the property of every taspayer In the oliy becomes llable.

Tnder the proposed method the city assumes risks, to the relief of contractors.

Why should the great area of property which has aiready stood the burden of » al-lmprove-
ment ta jon become further llable for the improvement of vutlying districts where fictitious values
are eatablished by manipuiation§

Under thin amendment BONDS may he insued to provide a revolviag fund for use of Department
of Puhblic Improvements in doing all municipal work direct; it alse provides a fund out of whkich
ProZress paymenia may be made to coniractars,

Ample authority exists in the present charter for making progress paymenis on contracis for
improvements as fast as the work Is COMPLETED —it bhas been done repeaiedly. Therefore. why
ahiosld bonds be Issurd for elther purpose? There are $14,8352538.01 of such bonds new outstanding,
and there are oiher ontstanding bonds to the amount of S14.412.900.00, or a total of =20,071,103.351.

VOTE N0,
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CHARTER AMENDMENT: This amendment provides "All municipal officials, except the City
Engineer and Superintendent of Parks shall be registersd voters of the City of Portland.™

ARGUMENT: Is It posalble that there are not twe citizens of Portland qualified te act as Clty
E-sl.nr and Park Superintendent?

VOTE NO.
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CHARTER AMENDMENT: This amsndment provides: “That all appointed officers named

in this section shall, at the time of their appointment be citizsens of the United BSiatas,
residents and qualified voters of the City of Portlund, except the City Eagincer and Superintendent
of Parks. It (the Counel]) shall also fix and may change from time to tima the salary of every officer.,”

AMGUMENT: This amendment is n direct reflection on a large and capable body of Engincers
who are citisens and tazxpayers of Portinnd. Many are members of American Seclety of Ci | -
neers, with large experience. Hurely the Commissloners do not have to go out of the confi of the
I'mlted States of Ameriea (o get men capable of fliling these positions: hey cnm be obtained at least In
ithe State of Oregon, [Under the nbove amendment( if is propesed to raise the salary of the Clty Eagl-
neer to 80000 per nnnum and bring him from—where?

YOTE NO.
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CHARTER AMEXDMENT: This amendmeant provides: "An act to amend that portion of the Clty
Charter of Portland which authorizes the Council to lssue and sell public utility certificates for the
construction or acquisition of any public utility to _be operated by the City. to authorize such
certificates to bs tamued and sold: also for the reconstruction, addition, enlargement or extension of any
such utliity, or any portion thereof, Including such property as may be convenlent or essential there-
for; provided that property without the eity shall be acquired only for municipal purpose.”

“Sueh certificates shal] be secured by mortgage ™
/ AMGUMENT: Usder the above amendment the Counci] wounld have amthority to lsaune publiec
wtliity bonds W ITHOLT LIMIT te acquire any publie utllity, elither within or without the limits af the
elty. They may purchase and operate quarries, sand dredgers, open gravel :l’tﬁ| buy power sites, take
over the gaa company, the Fortlund Rallway, Light & Fower Co ¥, the Telephone & Telegraph
::r-:-r. or any public utllity project. This can all be domne by ordinance, subject only to the refer-

THE POWER TO ISSUE BONDS SHOULD BE RESERVED TO THE PEOPLE OPERATING
THROUGH THE BALLOT-—Ay any other method you lose your preperty rights. Fower Is nv:- to

trald Advertisement.)

mortgage the property of the Water Company. 1f this dment in pd, eam you lsak for amy
further Invesiment of capital in this clty? We wani more people and more caplinl.

YOTE N0 and'keep the power to issue bonds in your own hands.
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CHARTER AMENDMEST: This amendment provides The Counci] af the City ia autharized to
issta bonda to AN Aamount not excesding $50,000, known as da,” the Ufe of
sueh bondms not 1o excoeed ten years, principa) and interest to t ~ra in f the
City of Portland; the Council is authoripged to levy and co ‘ a im
oRxe th reneral fungd should be Insutfficient. The provesds 1 i in
the acquisition, construction, enlar ment, extansl
a plant for the construction, reoc jetion and r rovementis, and for mal

to leasns purcha Ll pr

all Inbor neceasary, and

kind of street Improveament In the of
muachinery and equipient, and
the coat thereof agalnst ghe prop

ARGUMENT: THE PRESENT TAX LEYY IN THE CITY OF PORTLAND s 2 1115 —D0
YOU WANT TO STILL FURTHER INCREASE THIS ENORMOUS TAXATION A1) PURCHASING A
PAYING PLANT FOR WHICH THERE I8 ABSOLUTELY YN0 DEM AND AT THIS TIME?

The present prices of hard-surface pavement In the Cley of Partland are maierially less than In
any other city of the aame slze fn the United States.

The estimates Marnished the presa by the Commiasioner of Public Improvemenis show that
during the year 1814 there will he only 454 aguare yards of pavement mld mpon which the contractars’
maintennunce has cxpired; there will be lens than ten days' work for a repair plant In 18914, and less
= 30 ¥ya' work Im 1915,

If you vote ves on this amendment, and the clty acguires the right to purchase & plant, the Com-
misston eounld, if it deslred, lay hard-surfa pAvement spense of the taxpayer. Whoe ran determine
the cost of depreciation and other lncidentsl expenses which the average business conosern has 1s fig-
ure on In continulng Itn business, and which is sever taken into consideration hy m clpalities ¢

Do you properiy ewners who bave paid for street Improvements privr fo (his time want o
burden yoursell with cost of paving piant which will not heaefit you, but only bhe of henefit to outiy-
ing property, which dees pot new meed pavement. and probably will met warrant any for >ears o
come !

The main thoroughfares of the Clty of Portland (exeepq in the ontivieg districis) are all paved,
the total ameunt of hard-surface parvement construcierd o daie being approximately 310 miles.

The municipal ownership of public otillties, paving planis, eic. alds In the forminxg of =
politien] machine maintained nt the expense of ¢ taxpayer. Therefore, why vote for thia large ap-
prapriation for a pavieg plant which Is not & necensity at this time!

Maintenance of plant, deprecintion, and interest charges are Inrge Htems Iln cont of pavement

VOTE NO.

r
vy eapecially Leanefiled
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CHARTER AMENDMENT:! This amendment provides: “An act to amend the Charter of the City
of Portland by adding thereto a new section providing for the lssusnce and sale of bhonde not exceeding
twenty-five thousand dellars, to provide a fund for the satablishkment and mainienance of & publlc mar-
ket or markets in the City of Portland.”

THE ADOPTION OF THE ABOVE AMENDMENT MEANS MORE BONDS AND HIGHER TAXES,
How mueh land and what kind of g market ean be bullt for 825,000f Some comprehen ive plan should
be adepted giving locatien, extent and kind of market to be establisbed before voling BONDS,

VOTE NO.
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il of the City of Portland. Or.,

CHARTER AMENDMENT: This amendment provides: “The Cou

is hareby autborized to issus and disposs of bonde of sald city to an it not exeeeding Twa Hun-
dred Thousand Doliars: such bonda ahall be known as "Park and B 4 Bonds of the Clty of Pors-
land, Or.' The proveeds thareof shall be applled to the Iimprover y xisting parks and play

grounds and for the improvement of existing boulsvards and parkways There is expressly reserved
tn the Council the right to assesa lots, blocks and parceis of Iand In any distriet, or dlstricts, special-
iy or pecullarly benefited thereby for the cost of scquiring property or o oving the same for park
and other purposes deslgnated in this section, and the Ceouncll is hereby authorized and empowered

to prescribe the method of making such asscarments

ARGUMENT: This amendment, apparceatly, gives Council power to buy park property withouwt
Hmit, and assens cost to lots, blocks nnd parcels of land in any diatricy or dintricts eapecially or pecrn-
Harly beaefited, in addition 1o cxpeading S200.000 an provided In i I\lnr cxisting parks, ete. omey
““hlh be hetier expended In acquiring mere pl Erounds, rather n ln improvement of those we
now REve.

VOTE NO.

FRANK KIERNAN,
434 Hall St., Portland, Or.




