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4 NATIONAL DUTYX.

Ths Washington correspondant of
khe Brooklyn Eagle, & consarvative
snd careful newspaper, friendly to the
Wilson administration, and apparently
enjoying its confidence, says that “a
few things can be stated on high aun-
thority eoncerning the purpose of the
President In putting Huerta out of
oilice” and glves them as follows:

Ho must go becauss he does nol meas-
fore up to the smtandurd set by the Admin.

tration for the sister republics of the
Jnited Btates in the Western Hemisphere:
becauss treachory and murder were an es-
gentlal part of his rise to power; because
he ia pot a constitutional ruler., He must
®o for what the Wilson Administration be-
Jleves to be the ultimate Dbetterment of
Mtl-]‘!‘:o-inlng must not produce s candition
of anarchy in Mexico, The whole
Latin Americun policy of the Wiison Ad-
ministration is hanging on the oulcome In
Mexion, The Adminlatration is sesking to
Jay down the principls thut the republican
guvernments to the south of the United
Etates must be In reality republican, con-
ducted meocording to constitutional methods:
Ahat dictstors, tyrants and military rulers
'will not be tolerated or recognized; that tha
peopla must saotually ruls In such coun-
fries, am they are supposed to rule; that
panurder and efvil war cunnot be substituted
for & sangd and civillzed conduct of govern-
montal affaira.

Here probably is as nearly correct
s statement of the Wilaon policy to-
ward Mexico a4 can be made., It is
en ambitious poogramme based upon
din Idealistic conception of our obli-
gatlons toward all Central and South
American countries, and worthy of
feommendation and support, if it be
agreed thag the Presidemt's premlises
fire correct and that it ls our right
and duty to tell the other countrigs on
the American hemisphers what they
ought to do and must do. But there
fire some other considerations that
press themseives upon the attention
of every thoughtful American ciltizen.

Mexico hus never had a constitu-
tlonal ruler measured by the Ameri-
can standard; nor have most South
American republics. Must all thesa
Latin-Amerlecan countrles ba Ameri-
canized by us, whether they like it or
not?

The charge against Huerta that he
trapped and murdered Madero Is not
proved, thoeugh it is generally assumed
io be true. It has been repeatedly
flenied by Huerta, but his denlals have
no weight at Washington. It 18 a
very heavy responsibility.for the Pres!-
fdent to base & natiorwal pollcy In a
Erave crisls upon mere presumption
of the facts.

If the purposes has becn to “put out™
Huerta, why 1= he not put out? If the
United States maokes a8 demund of nny
kind that Huerta go, why he is not
made to ga? If he was not to be
mide to go, why was a demand made?
What we see now, and what the world
sees, g an obvious retreat from a sup-
prosed polley of firm Inglstence to a
wenk and slow process of quarantine
or isolation or ostraclsm eor non-rec-
ognition, whatever it Ia. We are gim-
ply drifting and walting.

Every president Mexico
had—except possibly
dictator or tyrant or military ruler.
Madero achieved thes presidency
through revolution and bloodshed, and
was i general in ths Insurrectionary
movement Hea fell primarily because
he was unalbile to control the army.
He was not a constitutional ruler In
Any 1lrue sense.

The people have not actually
Mexico, and the majority of them
unfit to rule. How are they to
made to rule? Why should they
made by us to rule?

If Huerta goea, through compulsion
br persunsion from the United Btates,
wWe cannot escape the immedlate ob-
ligation of substituting a government
better and stronger than Huerta's.
The Mexican problem has only begun
when wa get rid of Huerta. If his
golng Is "“not to produce a condition
of anarchy™—as every one helieves it
will, unless A& greater than Huerta
ehall arise—It will be because we un-
derwrite the new Mexican government.
Are we prepared for that? Have we
no duty but to tear down? Then are
we to leave Mexico to its fate? Or
must we build up? To meet"the fust
expectation of the world, and to sat-
i=fy our national consclencs, we must
be responsible for Mexico after Huer-
ta, If we ara to be the instrument
through which Huerta is ejected.

Through the Iintarference of the
Tnited States, and through the ap-
peal made by FPresldent Wilson to the
nations of the world, tha difficulties of
Huerta have been greatly increased,
for he hns not the open support of
any nation, and It is L.urm,lll that his
financial resources have been greatly
Hmited. Yet Huerta has sustained
himself up to this time in the face of
overwhelming obstacles both at home
and abroad. It would appear to be
obvious that If he had bheen recog-
nized by the United Statses as he had
been recognized by every European
power, the position of Huerta would
now have bean secure, and the pacl-
fication of Mexico, actual or approxi-
mate, would be an assured fact. But
for the gpake of a s=cruple, we have
withheld fromm Mexico the opportunity
of achleving order and peace, and we
fira directly accountabls for the in-
crensed confusgion and disorder of all
ts affalrs, and the greater Insecurity
of iife and the bankruptey of property.

All this iz aslde from any consid-
erution as to whether we ought or
ought not, on high moral grounds, or
on any grounds. to have recognized
Huerta, but it is a statement of the
situntion as it is and an estimate of
our responsibility therefor.

Why have we interferod in Mexlco?
Iz there any way now we can eacape
our obligation to secure and guaran-
tee peace in Mexlco?
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Tha late James B, Eddy was a de-
pendable man on all ocveaslons, who
knew his possibilities and limitations
because he helped in the making of
himeself. British nativity gave him a
bulidog tenacity of purpose and
American training west of the Rocky
Mountalns gave him the finesse that

.

{and olls,

brought results. He was not des-
tined to set the world afire, but he
made & heap of kindling, which i=
more than is placed to the credit of
the average man. He was a good
newspaperman in earlier years, which
fitted him for any emergency. Hs
died young, for a vigorous man of &8
is far from aged. His kindly, genial
personality will be missed along his
line of work, and thera will be many
a pang of sorrow for the death of
“Colonel Jim.”

ANTICTPATING THE PUBLIC MIND,

The most striking characteristic of
the 1912 National platform of one of
the political parties was its ambitious
programme of soclal and Iindustrial
reforms,

The most striking feature of legisin-
tive enactments In 1913 was the big
st of new labor laws and Industrial
measures enacted. These lawas are
enumerated in general terms in a8 bul-
letin just issued by the American As-
soclation for Labor Leglisiation.

Thirty-one states enacted laws di-
rectly affecting child labor. Beven
adopted mworkmen's compensation
laws, making twenty-two In all. Eight
states followed the example of Massa-
chusetts and provided minimum wage
iaws affectlng women, while nine
other states adopted measures lmit-
ing the hours of svomen's work.

Four new states required reports on
common occupational disease, two ex-
tended the scope of gimlilar laws al-
ready In force, three enscted sclen-
tifie provision for protection against
trade disease, and twenty-alx states
demanded greater safety far rallroad
emploVes.

Factory inspection departments
were TrTeorganized and enlarged in
more than & doxen states, five adopted
the Wisconsin plan of commission
form of factory law administration;
two, making twenty-=ix in all, limited
the hours on public work to elght &
day, and two passed laws requiring
ona-ay's rest in seven,

Every one of these laws parallels
or conforms In =some degree avith
planks In the Progresslve party piat-
form, and practically the only =oclal
or Industrial reform mentioned in the
platform that doss not séem to have
been touched by current leglalation is
social insurance against the hazards
of stcknm. irregular employment and
old age.

Yet it im doubiful that pnntin‘:a.l
party pronouncements had much to do
with adoption of this form of legls-
lation. In some states It may have
scceéentuated publle interest In Indus-
trial welfare, but the laws were passed
githout party pressurs and not as a
result of party dominance. The sig-
nificance in the parallel is the dls-
closure again of that remarkahla abll-
ity of the Progressive party leadar,
Theodore Roosevelt, to express today
what the ppople will be thinking to-
morrow.

USE FOR THE USELESS,

Ir AMr. Donk, of the Agricultural
Department, can ghow a cheap, prac-
ticaple meana of saving the by-prod-
ucts of stumps and of muoking them
salabls he will have found a way of
making hundreds of thousands, per-
haps millions, of acres of Western
iand productive. The great obstacles
ta mu:zring logged-off land are the
high cost per acre, if men are hired
for, tha purpose, the laborious, back-
breaking” work if the owner does it
himself, and the apparent uselessness
of the stumps after they are uprooted.

If, as Senator Brady belleves, the
products of stumps will sell for
enough to pay for clearing land, and
if, as experimente show, distillate
from stumps can be refined into wood
alcohol, ethyl alcohol, turpentine, tar
clearing of logged-off land
should not only go on apace, but
should give birth to new Indusiries
In refining and selling thesa products.
It remains to apply the methods of tha
experimenters on a large scale In the
field and to convince capital that
there |s money in it

A large part of the work of the
present day consists in finding a use
for that which is apparently ussless.
it hasg become a trite saylng that
meat-packers use all of the hog ex-
cept the squeal, and that their profit
ls made not from meat, but from by-
products. The carbon dust held in
suspension by petrolaum was formerly
a nuisance to refiners, and its disposal
was a gource of expense, but it is now
ugsed in making electrlc carbons and
has ereated a flourlshing Industry.
Casoline was also worthless to the re-
finers, but its use as fuecl has made
it more valuable than kerosene, much
of which Is now thrown away. BSome
citler have made profit out of gnr-
bage disposzal, which costs Portland a
pretty sum every year., The refuse
of the farm Is to he made Into dena-
turad alcohol, nmow that the shackles
have been taken off Its manufacture.

These discoveries are, the frult of
tha chemist's mvork. He analyzes
everything and learns what useful in-
gredients are contained In the most
apparently useless materials. He

sples out every secret of matter and

applies &ll to man's purposes. He is
teaching us that there is nothing use-
lesa under the sun to the man who
will seek 5 use for all which comes to
his hand. Only to the ignorant and
Indolent Is anyvthing usaless.

A NEW FPLATFORM NEEDED.

The calling of a special National
convention for the reorganization of
the Republican party s now regarded
as a foregone conclusion and discus-
sion hes already turned to the gues-
tion whether the gconvention shall
adopt a platform. According to =&
Waeashington dispatch to the Chicago
Record-Herald objection is made to
its doing so by the leaders In the re-
organization movement, on the ground
that the convention will be assembled
under the old rules and on the old
basls of representation, and that
therefore anything It might do be-
yvond reorganizing would be open to
the complaint attaching to platforms
and tlckets that have been put out
in the recent past. In this connec-
tion the dispatch says:

The Intimation has coma from some of Lo
Follette's ardent friends that here |2 & grand
iittie opportunity for “Fighting Bob™ to
pitch In and make m contest for deleogates
with o view of atiempting to force to the
front, through the ragular pariy channals,
tha radical polities] ldeas which ha os-
pouses.

If the convention should put forth
no new declaration of Republican
principles there will be a 2istinct feel.
ing of disappointment among Repub-
lican wvoters. The occasion calls for
such a declaration. The platform of
1912 Is not consldered to have ex-
pressed up-to-date Repubilcan senti-
ment. One-half of the party has prac-
tically repudlated it. It has no ring-
Ing appeal. In halting, gqualifisd
phrass it half-heartedly andorses pol-
Icles which are now foremost In peoc-
ple's minds and on which the people
demnand an unhesitating declaration,

Tha Nepublican party cannot too
scon get off that“platform and build

& new one, which svill declare the
party's position on the Issues as they
are presented at that day and which
will truly represent party sentiment
as [t then is. By that time the Wil-
son Administration will have taken its
stand, not only on the tariff, the cur-
rency and Mexico, but on the trusts,
conservation, Alaska, the Philippines
and other Issues, The Congressional
election of 1814 will be at hand and
must be fought on the issues made up
at the present and the coming sez=iong
0f Congress. On the result of such
elections will hang control not only of
the House, but of the Senate. That
resuit will powerfully affect the out-
come of the election of 185186. The
people will expect the party to de-
clare itself. Were it not to do so the
effect would be the same as though
an orator stood dumb befors an andi-
enca and retired without uttering a
word.,

There Iz no reason te assume that,
because the special convention will
be elected under the old rules, it will
be disqualified to speak for the party.
A great majfority of its delegates will
be elected under direct primary laws,
It iz already assured that the over-
represented South and the few reac-
tionary Northern states will be in the
minority. The popularly elected dele.
pates will, therefore, control. The
very fact that the cmwention changes
the rules to maks future conventjons
truly representative will ba proof that
ft is itself fairly representative. Ths
occasion will require a party declnra-
tion and the special convention will bs
the only body having aunthority to
make Iit; therefore, the convention
should make ft.

INVESTMENT IN GOOD WILL,

Since the New Haven road has been
held up as the horrible example of a
road with many acecldents the Penn-
aylvania road hass been held up as a
model in contrast with it. The Brook-
Iyn Eagle finds one source of the
Pennsylvania's good record in its pen-
slon syvstem. In November that road
added forty-nine employes to the pen-
glon roll, which now has 4007 names.
Since the establilshment of tha system
in -1800 penslons totaling $9,308,232
have been paid to 7691 persons, be-
sides $736,127 pald !n superannuation
allowances prlor to that date. The
Tength of service of the new pension-
ers ranges from twenty years—the
minimum term after which an em-
ploye has become eligible—up to fifty-
two, and only ten have served less

.than thirty yvears.

The motto on the cover of the re-
port is: “The creator of loyalty is o
public benefactor.” The best means
of inspiring loyalty is to provide for
the c¢ld Age of a {falthful employe.
When a car or an engine is worn out
it may be thrown on tha scrap heap,
but not so with the reasoning, human
agents through whom a railroad must
do its work. The quality of thelir serv-
ice will he affected by thelr outlook
on thes future., If they have nothing
to loock forward to except being
thrown on the human scrap heap
when svorn out, a fealing of bltterness
is apt to spring up Iin thelr minds
which will prompt them to reckless-
ness at & critlcal juncture and may
cause loss of life and destruction of
property. The same man, if con-
sclous that the company had a place
on the pension roll Instead of a place
on the scrap heap reserved for him
when grown old in its service, would
be more likely to exerclse care in an
emergency and thus to save by one
moment's thoughtfulness a sum great_
er than the total he would Iater re-
celve In pensions.

The total of the Pennsylvania's pen-
slon payments ls a large sum, but it s
a good Investment In good will, ngt
only of the employes, for whose fu-
ture [t provides, but of the public,
whose lives and property It -safe-
guards, Good will 1s an intangible
thing which grows up In men's minds,
but it has a wvalue beyvond estimate in
dollars, and 1t becomes apparent In
times of stress, disaster and public
agitation. Storms of popular feeling
pass over those corporations which
have earned good will, but they smite
those which throw men on the human
scrap heap.

EACH INDIVIDVAL ACCOUNTABLE,

The old question 4f individual ac-
countability as against the sccounta-
bility of =society for the misdeeds of
its members s ralsed by the Blue
Mountain Eagle with reference to the
ease of Eddle Bell, accused of stealing
a horsa, This boy went to school, got
a8 far as the fifth grade and at the

age of 12 was turned loose to make his |

own way In the world, He began fol-
lowing the races, and the Eagle says
of him:

Hin years were few and he was at an Im-
pressionable age. If he got fatherly advice
it was orders to “crook’ a race. if he
wanted sympathy, as all boys do, he gpot it
fram a tout who complained that he let =
“sucker” alip. He was
Inw because If he 4ld not he would get the
conSequUencan. Fear of the law was his
enly guldance, e him the polite waa =
moral custodian as well as a legel scthority.
This boy wans horn and is now fres and ogual
under the law, and, being mo, is held to the
rarme accountabiiity as all who are borm
oqual under the law,

The Eagle contrasts this boy's case
with that of a boy who *is tenderly
cared for, advised and plloted through
the temptations that come to boys and
brought safely to maturity with a full
understanding of life and its responsi.
bllities,”” It concludea:

No law can be found to diffsrentiate the
coses mentioned, and y¥et why oan theére not
be nn sguity side of the crimina] law that
will leave to the consclonce of the court the
question of whether all men are born fres
and equal in the light of the law and must
be held to tho spme sccountabllty?

The answer to the guestion ia that
a judge has that power. He |s called
upon to determine the measure of ac-
countability and Is given discretion to
measure the punishment thereby. He
is salso given discretion to pass an In-
determinata sentence in the penlten-
tiary, which may be longer or shorter,
#s ths prisoner gives evidence of re-
form. He may sentence juvenile of-
fenders to the reform school, where
raformation and instruction are the
prime purposes. If a first coffender
shows evidence of repentance and, In
ths opinion of the court, will not of-
fend again if permitted to go at large,
he may be paroled at once by the
court.

But society's first duty Is to 1itself,
not to its Individual members. 1t can
be said as truly of soclety as of In-
dividuals that self-preservation is the
first law of nature. The interest of
society must be paramount over that
of the individual If soclety is to con-
tinue in existence. That interest de-
mands that one who violates tha law
shall be punished and restralned, both
to discipline him and to warn others,
The Eagle appears to hold soclety ac-
countable for -Eddle Bell's misdeed, hut
how can soclety be held accountable
and punished? Crima calls for punish-
ment, but, even though soclety be re-
sponsibls, it cannot hang Itself or im-
prison 1itself, Nor can It safely ex-
empt from punishment thosse whoss of.
fense s due to soclety's shortcomings.

it myns (tself

1 ghoulders.

trught to obey the|

That would go far to break down all
restraints and to dissolve soclety.

Nor can the Governor, as the agent
of society, be held accountable for
his official errors of judgment in re-
leasing on parole prisoners who would
better be kept In confinement., So-
clety must =till, for its own preserva-
tion, hold these convicts accountable
when they agaln offend, as one of
those recently released by Governor
Lister offended In holding up a train.

What soclety sheuld do, and to an
Increasing degres s trying to do, is
to combine instruction and reforms-
tion with punishment. Boys llke Bell
should not be configed to & cell In
idleness, for resentmant will embitter
them and render them more dangerous
than ever to the public welfare. Just
as the public welfars requires that a
criminal be locked up where-he can-
not again offend during the term of
hia punishment, so also it requires that
he be reformed by belng taught right
principles of conduct and the wisdom
of following them; and that he be In-
structed in a trade, in order that he
may escape temptation to fall again
and may apply the smound principles
he has learned. Soclety will thus dis-
criminate between men who have of-
fended through their own depravity
and thosa who have offended through
lack of education and training or
through mental deficiency. It will by
thls means discriminate far better than
If It were to turn loose all the Eddle
Bells as a practical confession that
to blame for thelr mis-
deeds,

Fatalitles from ,use of coal ofl in
starting fire are deplorable, =zll the
more 8o as the victima are the wives
and mothers or the domestie,. There
is only ons way to prevent them and
the burden lies on the head of the
famlily. It Is his duty to provide fuel
that will Ignite by ordinary means and
when he falls the blarme lles upon his
In thls region of abundant
fir wood there Is no excuse for the
man who does not buy it

William C. Brown, president of the
New York Central lines, has rasigned
after forty-four years of raliroading
and will retire to his farm in Iowa. -
1f precedent is anvthing to go by he
will need to be 2 busy farmer in or-
der to escape sinking into senlle de-
cay. A brain and body which have
acquired so high & degree of normal
activity as his must soon fall when
they slacken gpeed.

The love of superfluous govVern-
mental machinery i= one of the un-
accountable crazes which afllict the
American psople. A recent writer re-
volts against the fashion utterly and
wants all the stztes obliterated. Those
who do not go quite so far may still
sea wisdom In merging the county with
the city. Why support two costly ma-
chines where one would do the work
maore efficlently?

It is reported that the steamer Im-
perator Is to be lald wp for tha Win-
ter and that her owners will sua the
builders for fatlure to come up to re-
quirements, Winter Is the dull season
in trans-Atlantic traffic, and can well
be used by the Imperator's owners In
fighting a lawsult, in which the ship
itself will be the chlef exhibit, and In
reconstructing her.

The deaths from football this year
are sabout as numerous as those In
some Mexican battles, but -probably
when we compare the number of dead
and Injured with the number engaged
in football games throughout the
country the ratio of casualties wwill
not appear algrmingly high.

Why doeg not one of the Mexican
factions take Juarez and keep it? Do
the contending armies merely take it
to replenish suppllies of cash and pro-
visions, rest, have a good time and
then move on? The facts encourage
that impression,

A ticket seller for the world's se-
ries who disposed of big blocks of
tlckets to speculators has been fined
$100. There are ‘those fans who will
insist on nothing less than capital
punishment for such an oftender.

The foreign-born man who came to
this country when a boy will do well
to £xamine the records as to his po-
litical standing. The Mayor of Wood-
burn has lost office because his father
negiected to be naturalized.

The Housewives' League of Or-
ange, N. J., Is "busting”™ the sgg trust
by eelling slorag® eggs at 318 cents a
dozen and making & small profit. More
power to the housewivaal

Governor West says Oregon is ready
with troops In case of Mexican Inter-
ventlon, Furthermore, better troops
would come from nowhere, outside
the regular army.

. We are promised *“Jim Crow"” mail
cars by the superintendent of the
Railway Mail Service. Why not intro-
duce the Hindu caste system In all
Its completenass?

Between official cares, Mexico and
the strenuosities of acquiring a son-
in-lanw, we do not wonder that Presi-
dent Wilson Wwants no recsption for
New Years.

“Lawyers are as merchandine,
bought and socld,” declares a San
Diego lawyer, bitterly. And they come

mighty high, he might have added.

When eggs reach the T5-cent price
in San Franclsco or elsewhere peopls
should ceass to eat them in further-
ance of commercial decency.

The 12 toughest boys of Pittsburg
are to be taken to a Nevada ranch
for reformation. We should not care
to supervize the job.

A sweeping elght-hour law fs possi-
bie in California. Even the vinegar
in barreéls may yet be limited in its
daily working.

If thesa Booth brothers are the
Christlans they profess to be, let them
effect reconciliation svithout further
parley.

According to a French paper, in-
tervention in Mexico would be an “oll
war."" 0il on troubled waters,

With the lesson In organization by
apple growers It ‘was high time for
action by the hop growars.

The Forest Grove National Bank hax just
recently  installed = handsome naw t¥pe-
writar—Forest Grove News-Times.

Blonde or brunette?

The boxcar "murder” turns out to
be just the ordlnary lncldent of beat-
ing_the rallroads.

TRIAL OF STATE LIFE INSURANCE .

Not Alt-nt—;u Buccessful In
Wisconsin Is Charge.

PORTLAND, Nov. 21—(Po the Edl-
tor.)—Recently In the Portland dally
press there appeared an article In
which Hon. J. W. Ferguson, Insurance
Commissioner of the State of Oregon.
was quoted as exprossing himself as
belng heartily In favor of the State of
Oregon entering the life Insurance
business. In this connection it might
be interesting to note the facts con-
cerning Wisconsin's attempt In this
direction. The following artfcle s
from Rough Notes, date of November
13, 1913;

"State Insurance a Reality,” Is the cap-
tion to a contemporary's account desgriptive
of the first policies issued under the “Wis-
consin State Lifo Insurance Fund.” which,
from other accounts we have sesn,. does not
appear to he much of a reality. It exists,
hRowever, by virtus of & Wisconsin statuts
enmcted in 1011 Sl'nl'." then It hos com-
plated fts crgmalzation, obtainsd 200 appll-
cations for life Insurance In smounts in
$1000 each, as prescribed by Iita’ enabling
act, and tha! number of policles were lasued
Lv & on Qetober 27, 19138,

That two years and more should ba re-
quired to organize and secure leas than a
quasrter of & million Ufe Insurance is pretty
gool evidence that the State of Wigconsin
13 behind it only in name. The work of
organization has been accomplished by a
few officinis in the employ of the state, s
provided for LY statute, in connection with
thelr other official duties—a rather inade-
quata provigion for (t= Immediate wants,
which will not be faw If this *“renlity’” sur-
vives Its nursing pericd. Then to reach
adolescence It will apparently require more
state a!d than the law now allows It, which
fs nil. The stata evidently expects neither
profit nor loss from 1this so-called “‘State
Insurance Heallty.” When the state needs
iife insumance money 1t goes” for it In &
direct way by- levying m tax on companios
dolng business in the stats; one hame com-
Pany adds to ths state’'a reveanus meveral
Bundred thousand dolalrs & year in taxes
and fees, thareby causing ita own cltizens
insured in that company, indirectly to pay.

But the state has not, as yet, pledged
either money or credit for the redemption
of any of the pledges made by Its so-cailed
“State Insurancs Reality.”” It has gone only
so far, by its enactment of 1811, as o pro-
vida for a llfa Insurance company bearing
the state’s name without providing n gingle
dcllar to cover Its organization expansas,
cost of management or lomses, should the
orpanization from within
them. The state makes no provislon for
thess except that the “governmental ma-
chinery will be used In the administration
of its affaire.” (Everybody knows how sta-
ble o changing state govornment is likely to
be as= a lfe underwriter.)

The unlleged purpose of this politicians’
bubble “‘is to glive the people of the "Siata
IAfe Fund' the benefit of the best old line
{nsurance on & muiual plan at the lowesat
posnible coet™ is the statement made by
Hon, Herman L. Ekern, Insurancs Commis-
sloner of Wisconnin, who adds, “To benefit
the polioyholders In the sole consideration.
Of the total expense of the old line com-
pinies, more than one-hall goes to agenis
tn malaries and commissions.” this sentence
of Mr. Ekern'a above stoteament, If correctly
reported, belng a falr example of the verac-
ity and boldness of some state officials now
scheming” ta substituty state insursnce for
the gtable system that under existing lawn ls
mesting all publlie requiremetns ai an ex-
pense oo low o admit of further reduction
without loss of efficlency and safety.

It is true that wsbout one-half the ex-
penses of ilfe Insurance conskists In commlis-
slons and salariea pald to agents, and, tak-
Ing the case of a home company of Wiscon.
sin In verifieatlon of the Commlssioner's
statement, we find that whiie the total eox-
penditure of that company, during 1012,
aslide from cazh pald o policy-holiders
($07.207.800.82) was §5,223,445.76, snd of
this amount $4.7805.085.00 went to agents
in commissions snd salaries who fairly and
honestly earned the money paid them, =as
they Iincreased the amount of Inmurance in
force on January 1, 1912, by $14,070,4746 that
year, while, during the same period, the
company pald $1.203.796.75 in taxes to the
various statesn, or sbout one-fourth ms much
as itz mgency force eammead In productive
busineas for the company—the company's
agents earning their money, while most of
the taxes pald wars mpent by the state for
gonaral purposes over and above tha ooxt
of s .Insurancea dJdepartment: for cx'un-nc
Wisconsin coilected during the year SG.l =7
At & cost to the state of $32,345 for the
entire mainienance of s insurance depart-
ment, Thus, $635.632 of [nsurance inxes
wore added unnecexsarily by the »stata o
tha eaxpanses of the "old line” companies
dolng business therein. In fact, & portion
of It was used o part payment of the snl-
aries of atate officials for the time they
cmployed {n organizing the “Stats Insurance
Reality,” that aftar two years spant In
pramoting it, had not accumulated suffl-
clent resources to pay & single loss If the
expense of promotion and printing were
taken into conzlderation. What a reality!

FRANK M. BRADLEY,
C. A. HOOD,
WILLIAM GOLDMAN,
Conservation and REducation Commit-
tee, Underwriters’ Assoclation of
Oregon.
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ENLIGHTENMENT
Definition Wanted of Profeaslonal 014
Minid, but Writer Has Own Idens,

PORTLAND, Nov. 12 —(To ths Hd-
{tor.)—Perhaps Mre. Duniway could en-
lighten the public further as to the dif-
ference between a spinstar, a bachelor
maid, an old mald and a “professional™
old mald. I confess belng quits In the
dark as to just what are the dlstin-
gulshing earmuarks of these different
types, varieties and specles of human
females. Is It anything that has to do
with mera age, with good health or
good loocks, with having a swesthaart,
with a kKnowiledge of eugenics, with
darning socks or with the divorce law?

Years ago an old mald was easily
recognized. She was humble, obedient
and rather inclined to be peavish. She
was 8 nondescript who happened to be
neither a servant, wife, mother nor a
woman who sold herself promiscuously
to men. True, she might have been an
actress or singer and been claasified
with wvagabonds, as in England.
generally her activitlas were llmited to
doing a little fancy work and looking
sad., Gentlamen and carefully sheltered
and protected ladies of quality and dis-
cernment took much dellght in sneer-
Ing at her.

Thoss days have peaned. The oppor-
tunities for employment have greatly
increased.
to he born with braina and abundant
good health, who gets the proper train-
Ing and has a certain amount of gooid
Inck, even excaptlonal opportunitiss
axist. Sha onjoys a good deal of fres-
dom, manasges her privata life to sult
harself to a large extent, gives In serv-
ice what she gets In dollers, and has
definitely put behind her the Idea of
making theo catching of a husband the
one great business of life. If she doea
marry, naturally shae Is not willing to
£o 1t blindly. She wants to know pret-
ty clearly In advance what the asffect of
marriags will be on her [ife. Bhe iIs
perhaps too careful In selection. With
all possible clrcumspection, even with
love as gulds, her good sense tells her
that mistakes may happen to tha wisest
and the best. Bhe wlll not enter into
&n {ndissolubla bond that may bring
her 1littls more than wvain regrets,
mizery and tears to embitter the rest
of her life.

Is It becausgs of this attitude, I won-
der, that “aversion of the average hus-
band and father" l= 20 pronounced for
the *“professional™ old mald — because
she wishes to have an absolntely egua)
say in matrimonial arrangements, both
before and after?

Parhaps Mrs. Duniway can tell me If
I am right In suspecting that the d4if-
ferance between the “professional™ cld
maid and just plain old matld is the
difference between Intelligences, com-
parative Independence, afficlency and
serensa cheerfulnesa on the one hand,
and submission, timidity, helplessness
and & sour temper on the other.

The old mald of bygone times
aroused much unkindly scorn and deri-
sion, nevar aversion. Is this new emo-
tion awnkened by the “professional”
possibly the result of a threatened loss
af the privilege of overlardship by bus-
bands and fathers or of the salf-satis-
fied feeling of belng more satisfactor-
i1y provided for e'thlbltnd by soms law
ful wives and mothe

. (MISS) MARGJ&RET MASON,

Is DESIRABLE

A Toast.
Here's to the man who can hold hi=s
tongue
When he might by & word or slgn
Destroy tha chance of a fellow man
Who is trying to do tha best ha can
To brace up and got Into line.

—Exchm‘e.
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Half a Century Ago

Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Oregonlan of November 24, 1883.

A large number of citizens of Port-
land met gt the Courthouse last even-
ing - listen to the address of Marshall
Turley, Esq.,, upon the subject of Ore-
gon rallroads. After further remarks
by Colonel W. W. Chapman, Hon. Wil-
liam Strong and others R. J. Ladd, Esq.,
was called to the chair and W. C. John-
son chossn secrailary. A committes of
ten citizens was appointed to draw up
resolutions to be presented to another
meeting tomorrow evening.,

Colvllls, W. T., Nov. 2.—We have had
here great reports of mines discovered
by a party under Captain Mullan on the
Ponderany at the old Mormon establish-
ment. A party sent from hera did not
find anything that would pay. The
Coutenay mines seem to attract mosat
attentlon,

—

There ars- few localltles offering
greater inducements to the genuilne
sportsman than the viclnage of Port-
land. A short pull down the Willameita
In a skiff will take thg fowler to those
spots where most do congregats In
lakes as well as on the rilver nearly all
descriptions of aquatic fowls. Ducks
in all thelr varieties, geese, brant, cur-
lew and snipe, all fat as butter and of
excallent ﬂnvor arsa brought to the
city from half & dosen to 1i0 in & lot,

By telegram from Yreka, November
18 weo receive the followlng: The Ore-
gon llne i3 now completed from this
place to the upper portion of Rogueo
River Valley. The work is golng on
it the rate of abent five mlles per day.

FEAR NEED NOT BE OF OLD MAIDS.

Married Women Who Neglect Homes
for Politics Have Worse Influence.

PORTLAND, Nov. 22—{(To ths Ed-
ftor.)—I noticed In The Oregonlan of
November 22 that Mrs. Duniway says
that ehe bhas stirred up a commotion
of indignation among her esteemed co-
workers, the old msaids of Oregon, be-
cause of s remarit she happened to
malte before & reporter in Eugene. The
first I jearned of this commotion was
when I read her letter, as I Em not of
her “esteemed co-workers' I would
like slso to ask if there Is such A
thing as a “professional old mald?" I
have alway= thought that belng what
Mrs. Duniway chooses to call an “old
maid” wns a eondjtion, a daplorable
one, =some* people might say, but In
no sense & profession. However, 1
may bes mistonken in thisa and stand
ready to be enlightenad

Now, with all due respect to Mra
Duniwsy, whom I think we all recog-
nize as a woman of character and abll-
Ity,” 1 venture to say that the
riad men, As votars, would ba 3
a5 safe In recognizing the leadership
of the women whom Mrs, Dunlway de
cries as they would be of many of the
women who are now prominent in the
work, and are loudest Iin thelr advice
as to how the mation, and the fathers
and the mothers and the children there-
of, mshould da pgoverned; and at the
same time do not seem to have the
fainteat conception as to their o
dutlas and the government of the
own homes and children, which, afte
all, Is the maln thing if all Indi-
viduals understood thelr dutlies and
practiced them the country would be
quita =afe. To eEay the least. many
of these women &re not very sec
g,"uldos for the government of the Na-
tlon.

Now that the suffrage has bhean
granted to women, or, In the opinion
of some of the women to whom 1 have
talked, thrust upon them, the greatest
fear that we zmhould have is that the
womean of comnion Bense, -4 4 miar-
ried or what Mrs. Duniway gnates
as "“"professional old malds,”” will not
take the Interest that they should In
the business of the government of the
country, as many of the latter class
ara business women, and thelr time is
taken up with their own work, and are
apt to leave the lendeorship in politics
and government to the so-called *“leis-
ure class,"” many of whom have no qual-
itication for the work and &re looking
for amus=ement, not responsibility.

In the past one of ocur Rreatest trou-
bles has been that the business man hes
been Immersed In his work and has not
had the time nor the Inclination for
leadership in politics He has let |t
fall Into the hands of men who, in
many cases, have used thelr power for
the furtherance of thelr own ends and
to the detriment of the country. And
now it ls to be feared that the business
woman, and the woman who {8 taken
up with her houschold duties and the
training of her children, will not in-
terest herself In the responsibilities
that go with the ballot. But If we are
to have widespread suffrage, they wil)
have to wake up and take an interest,
otherwise we stand in danger of belng
Eoverned by fanaties and irresponaible
wWomen, ELIZABETH ALLEN.
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IS METER PLAN GOOD BUSINESSE

Why Do Frivate Corporations
Adopt It, In Query.
PORTLAND, Nov. 23.—(To the Edl-

tor.)—A correspondent of The Orego-
ninn, arguing for a flat water rate,
takas the inconsaistent position that
“rich men with big housea”™ and “houses
with 20 or 30 fmucets should be me-
tered,” while “ordinery homes" should
not be. Why? What Is an “ordinary
homaes?” Where will you draw the line?
Mare poesassion of n big house, or of
20 or 30 faucets Is no indleation of the
emount of water a customer uses, Many
faucets are frequently installed In
houses whera little water {8 used, mere-
1y az a matter of greater convenlence,
and meny “big houses" are the homes
of our amallest families, where com-
paratively little water s used. A de-
cldedly falrer method would ba to
charge atcording to the number in thas
family.

Msters cost moneay. Most thinga do.
But a trifle over §1 per year from each
tamily using water wlill pay for the
meters. “Motoers add greatly to clerj)-
cal work in the water office’ The
seame might be sald of the meter sya-
tems i usa by the Portland Gas &
Coke Company and the Portland Rafl-
way, Light & Power Company. It costs
them large sums to resad meters and
pay for clerical work. Irf it is not busi-
ness economy to uss meters why do
these great corporations use them? If
these great corporations, In control of
the best business talent, find It profit-
able to use meters In the distribution
of gas and electricity, why sghould not
our great municipal corporation find it
profitable to follow the asanme course?
But over and above all thesa consider-
ations, why should not any citizen pay
for his water, just as he doen every-
thing else, according to the amount he
usas?

The proposition to allow the owner
of an “ordgnary home"” to use and waste
all the water he chooses nt 2 fiat rate,
but to put the owner of a “‘big house"
on A metar, Is an advance, but not an
improvement, on the socialistic doc-
trine, for sociailism plays no favorites.
The installing of meters has no bearing
in any way upon the gquestion as to
whether or not ths renter or the land-
lord should pay the water charge.

Let the water user pay for all the
water he uses Instead of shifting a
part of his burden upon some one &lse,
ind give to ths usor whose water Ia
matered the right to use watar upon
hia lawn at any hour of the day, and
there will be less complaint of want
of water pressurs during the moroing
and evening houra to which =11 con-
sumers are now limited under the rulea,

The city i= not called upon to save
us from “plumbers” and “salary-draw-
ing officlals” at the expense of the man
who may be unfortunate encugh to live
in a bilg house and own two or thre
cxtra faucets that he never uses.

If Not,

From The Oregonirn of November 24, 1888

Indianapolis, Nov. 3. —Powderly was
re-alacted general master workman of
the Knlghts of Labor thls morning by
nearly s unanimous vote,

Lewiston, Idaho, Nov.
Ereat notivity hers in the way of rall-
road surveys. The O. R. & N. and
Northern Pacific both have parties sur-
veying from Lewiston to the great
Camas Prairie country, 80 mliles south-
east.

23.—There I8

Salem, Nov. 23.—Sheriff Herbert, of
Wasco County, brought two prisoners
10 the penitentiary today,

Vancouver, W. T, Nov, 23—Argu-
ments In the case of the bishop of
Nesqually vs. John Glbbon, Thomas An-
derson et al, commonly known as the
mission casa, wers conciuded this
morning and Judge Aliyn declded In
substance agsainst thy mission, that Its
claim to a part of the military reser-
vation was not susiained.

Parkers, FPolk County, Nov. 22—Jo-
seph Miller and R. G. Moore sold their
hops, between 50,000 and 60,000 pounds,
for 17 cents per pound.

A large force of men s at work at
the east end of the rallroad bridge
preparing for the erectlon of the ap-
proach that !s to connect Holladay ave
nus with the bridse.

Dr, J. N. Powell and his sister, MiInnie
Powall, leaava on ths steamer Columbia
tonight rfor Calliformia.

Among tha enterprises lately addad
to the manufacturing industries of the
eity Is the tannery of the Portland
Tanning Company at the foot of Sher-
man street, Incorporatea by IBE. 8. Lar-
sen and Herbert Hradley.

Little hope Is entertained fo
covery of James M, L8
erly of this city, wh
pital In New York

J. AL Stott,
Ralelgh Stott, was
his fmrm 14 miles

Sr.. uncle
burled yester
eust of the
Clertk A N

Clreult Court,

Deputy
State

ORIGIN OF OREGON IS TOLIN.

Now We Know Why Grass Is Alvwars
Green and Alr Is Ever BDalmy,

Fraternal Brotherhood Newn.
In the Before-Time G
Earth had but n coc
vapors had descended and
rivars and oceans had not
rated, and everywhere
the face of the earth,
tect of the Universze, Ik
the great waste of water
A twig from a branch
of Paradlse mnd tossad 1Y
over the parapeta and into the ocean
where, because of its sacred nature,
immediately took root and formed
island.

The Muater was no surprise
lighted with tha rasult of
ha at once christened the island
land,” which st that time meant
Land of Warm Hearts" and at onte
decided to bulld another island ltke it
but more perfect,

S0 he stretched out hiz wand
the bosom of the eastern Pacific
and at his nod therse was up
through 5000 fathoms of emerald wa
a beautiful island whose shores
ever fanned by “the soft
zephyr opprassed with porfur
whose hiliis are ablaze with
floral splendor of the troplos
waa Honoluly born. But alas, it
located too far south. Its climate wa
too mlld, too enervating for that har
ideal race that will ona day Inheritt
farti.

80 hes sped him away
of the Iand wo onll Asia and ther
agaln brogght new land the 1 1
tom of the deep and decked It
cholcest trensures
and trees until even T
to wonder T 1.1Ttlf'l‘-f" weare
And again he found th
h land so near the
climate was too anervating
race.

Back then, he came acroas
to the land which we now
and he ralssd It Ing
bosom of the deep. 1
of stately mountaln peaky again
desert heat of the cast and the
cold of the north. The equatorial wind:
weéres shifted from thelr courses in thy
higher altitudes of the atmeos ]
washed and tempered by the
the 0ld ocean and then
ncross the land. The
the Arctlc were turned
insure agiinst too
Then he gathered togethar a wealith
of mountain and plain, shaded anns
nnd snow-capped plnnaclea, terraca on
terrace of mountaln tops melting bacl
In wvista after vista of blue sther, Into
Falryiand itself.

With these and with flowers of avery
hue, and bush, shrub and tree of 'lmn.
kinds he bullded this favored
tha broad Dbosoms of whos
rivers today float the commerce
big, round world, and when he
done he wrapped the whole of his
tion there In & faliry mantle of t!
ant of ethersaa] blue, a mant!
ravishad from the mosat ==
af Faliryland.

And when the fn!r'ea
thelr kinedom and fou ir
tiful robe gone they ssvn 'm';t to te
which descended In Orego
of s misty rain, and
whenever It ralna In Oregon,
it is the fairles orying for tit
tifu! robe which today does t
an atmosphere In the jand of the
fast,

And that's why the Zrasa
green, the flowers slw
the alr always balmy;
cheeks of the Mmaldens
beauty of the damnask
Zins Are soft ag the roses
why young men brave an

ars
men wiso {n counsel,

Like a Ship
Without a Rudder

Hiave you ever had
able experlence of
with a friend who 4id not
what she wanted to Lis or
she wanted to buy t7

A conversation held
ping wvieclnity was
other Jday. It
ke this:

“I mm s0 glad you e
with me. You have
tasta, My dreasmaker
in the morning and I must
materials for a dress
noon.”

“What are you golng to gat?’

“I baven't meads up my
quite—something nice
fancy. 1 thought ¢
haps, but the cre
are newer, and then
pretty lHght wool
they are warmer too,
san‘t wear them on
ferent occaslons ss you «

Think of the tlme and
that this women would
herself, her uom;\:.m‘.ﬂrl.
people, and probably her Jdress
maker, If she hsd started a few
dnys before to plann her dress and
had rend the advertisements In the
newspapers so that she would have
decided what she wanted and would
have knowno whera to go for it
—Adv,
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