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to frame a new organic law. It is the
irony of fate that the state which
boasts most loudly of its progressive-
ness should be unable to make prog-
ress through being restrained by the
dead hand of Ita constitution-makers.

HORRISLE THOUGHT.

An acquaintance of twe of the I
W. W, organizers who were deported
from Florence, Or., a short while ago
suffers misgiving ag to their fate. In
@ letter to The Oregonlansthis alarmed
writer, . who signs the name “Danlel
Martin” and gives his address as the
vacant store at 205 Washington street,
sRYyS:

The account of Captain Metcalfs Inves-
tigation is not at nll eonvincing. He weems
te have got uil his evidence from the wvery
man who waore in that lawless mob, and he
seems to have taken thelr word without
Question when they assert that they dld not
lnj’url;‘mrun:;d l{la-utl’l:l.l.. the rumurnl:
gain rou that t men wers nol
simply d‘!v.n out, but that they wers
brutally mistreated and then set adrift in an
open boat. This rumor im the mors convino-
ing, as none of the victims have beon heard
from, although thoy have had-ample timae to
write or to come to Portland, as I have o
to belleve they would have done
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AN HISTORIC PARALLEX®
Those who scoff at the suggestion
that our present Mexican ecntangle-
mentg may culminate in war should re-
fresh thelr memories as to events lead-
ing up to the Mexican war of 1846, for
there is & close similarity between con-
ditions and events then and now, We
drifted into war then and we may
50 again.

When the Polk Administration took
office in 1843 it inherited a Mexican
problem, just as the Wilson Adminis-
tration did this year. Attention was
then given first to the tariff and the
independent treasury bill, and the
country was in an uproar pver the Ore-
gon boundary, just us the ‘present Ad.
ministration dealt first with the tariff
and the currency and paid little heed
to Mexico until that sublect forced Its
claims on the President's notice.

The Mexican controversy in 1846
aroge from a boundary dispute follow-
ing the annexation of Texas to the
TUnited States. The contested strip was
between the Rio Grande and the Nue-
ces River, Polk sant John Slidell in
November, 1845, to Mexico to nego-
tiate a settlement with President Her-
rera and to arrange for the purchase
of California, just as John Lind was
sent by President Wilson, but hera the
parallel is broken. Diplomatic rela-
tions had not existed =ince the annex-
ation, but Slidel]l was made o full min-
ister plenipotentiary and the Mexicans
protested that his credentinls violated
thely agreement to receive a special

-

envoy for speciil purposes only. Mr.
Iind, on the other hand, went as the
unoficial confldentlal agent to deal

with a Mexlcan governmant which we
have refused to recognizme. Herrera
was overthrown sghortly after Sildell's
arrival In Mexico Clty because he was
about to end diMeculties by friendly ne-
gotiatlion. Siidell wns refused pass-
ports, but was glven an egcort to Vera
Cruz. Meanwhile an army of occupa-
tion, commanded by General Zachary
Taylor, was sent to the disputed strip
and A amall fleet was sent to the Gulf
of Mexico, jJust as Mr. Wilson has kept
an army of observation on the Rlo
Grande hnd has sent warships to both
coasts of Mexico

At the ingeption of the difficuity the
Whigs, who had opposed the annexa-
tion of Texas, opposaed, but not loudly,
Polk's suspected plans of conquest.
Polk wna averse to war, which was not
congldered Imminent. The first sign
of n belief that war was at hand ap-
paared in January, 1846, The New
York Evening FPoet, which has pub-
lished an exhaustive artlele on the
events of that perlod, quotes from |{ts
filles the following paragraph from an
artigle by Its Washington correspond-
ent, published on January 24, 1846:

I mm undar the !mpression that we will
yet hava to da somesthing unploasant to-
wards ~thess Jiispanlcan geutlemen, The
nonsgnaical quibble upon which they seem
to have refused to receive Mr. 8lideil s fot
to be folerated by o free and esplightened
countyry lks thia.

Walter SBavege Landor, in o lotter to
the London Dally News, saw in the
disaffection of Northern Mexico and
the presence of our army of occupa-
tion fndleations of Impending annexa-
tion and sguggested that England ac-
quire thess provinces by purchasg or
othgrwise. In March Southern news-
papers published rumors of the gegu-
pangy of the disputed territory and of
an Intention by the Northern Mexican
states to declare Independence. But
the Northern press did not regard seri-
ously our army of occupation, They
treated facetiously the demands of the
Mexican Generals and Tayvlor's firin
stand. On April 14 Mexico threatened
war unless Tavior withdrew within
twenty-four hours, but he responded
that his orders were to stay east of the
Nueges River and that, anyway, *“the
roads were muddy and It was unpleas-
ant yetreating gt thisp season,”

Gradunlly the North awakened to
the fact that war was almost inevita-
hle. The correspondent of the Albany
Atlag predicted as much on April 21,
saylng: “‘Every party and every fac-
tion In Mexico l& determined to fight
it out with us" Yet opposition con-
tinued to find expression in the North.
A Naw York newspaper on May 6 pub-
lished & letter urging that the Unlted
States ought to overlook many of
Mexjoo's Imprudences and declaring
that the sending of General Taylor's
army wias Indiscrest gnd unjustined.
The mvriter of that letter urged nego-
tiations, Iindemnliy and mutual with-
drawal of troops. The New York
Tribune violently and the Evening Post
temparately opposed war.

On May 11 Polk reasolved on a call
for 60,000 volunteers and the raising
of $10,000,000, and teld Congress &
state of war had for some time exlsted,
but this Jnst statement was declared
false by Calhoun, though Indorsed by
Bum Houston, the Texas Senator, The
Tribhune pronounced our treatment of
Mexico ruflianly and piratical, but,
once begun, the war was popular and
a New Yark paper which had ridi-
culed the possibility = gaid: “Thare

should be nelthaer hesitatlon nor de-
Iay." War was declared on May 13
pmid protesta from the Northern

Whigs, but men of that party gradu-
ally swung around untll enthusiasm
was almost as great in New York ns in
New Orleans,

As in 1848, so in 1018, few believe
that war will come, and few desire §t,
but, ag in 1844, sp in 1913 we seem to
be getting Into & position where It will
be unaveldable. Wae are botter able to
endure the siruggle, but s¢o are the
Mexicang, s far ss numbers arg con-
cerned. Yatr the present controversy
i no mere dispute a=z to territory
which can be guickly seitled by the
fortune of war. We are attempting
to farce upon Mexico our own ideas of
government, which swould involve pro-
longed gccupation. Mexico might
praove gnother Philippine problem,

= —— ="

Finding amandmant In detail of its
siraitjackst constitution imposaihle, I1-
linols l= now agitated over the question

l.hlr wars alive,

The romor our worried correspond-
ent hag heard has been specifically de-
nled by a newspaper correspondent on
the ground and the deninl has been
published.

But there is small comfort to the
T. W. W. in that. It* makes possible
that o worse fate than death has over-
taken the proselytists,. Perhapa thelr
Florence experience has caused thelr
reform and they have gone to work!

CLEAN IT UTP.

About tha mildest thing that can
be said concerning the disclosures in
the police investigation is that they
reveal disreputdble Intrigues, {mmor-
allty and lack of discipline in the de-
partment, and the presence thers as
members of men whose conception of
duty and rectitude is sadly st fault,

If the evidence submitted is to be
believed, o former Acting Chlef of FPo-
Heoe has in effect levied political con-
tributions on the force; has required
a subordinate to consort with a pro-
fessionnl prostitute and glve her
money for & purposs not yet revealed;
has endeavored to suborn perjured
testimony against a captain under fire,
has used hls suthority to punish sub=
ordinates for personal reasons; has
slept on duty as Captain, and == Acting
Chief has fafled to suppress gambling
by patrolmen in the police station, al-
though aware of tha practice.

It Is indicated that the gambling
mania has been widespread among the
patrolmen and higher officers. One
captain is go Ignorant of or Indifferent
to the nacassity that law-enforceras
shall themselvea obey the law as to
question the lmpropriety of policemen
gambling when the game is “square.”
Fallen swvomen, it s alleged, have had
the power to make or break members
of tho department. And so the miser-
able story runs on.

It 18 all a deplorable mess, lkely
to have an unsavory influence on Port-
land's reputation. It demands the
closest scrutiny and investigation, It
would not be meet thet men in the
ranks escape just retribution by di-
recting scandal agalnst thelr superiors;
nor would it be wise to assume that
thelr testlmony Is concocted in the
hope of escaping In & cloud of smoke.
A clean-up is due and it ought to be
sweeping, that it may be salutary,

WHOSE INTENT COXNTROLS?

The decision of the Supreme Court
in the workmen's compensation case is
logical, however much we may wish It
might have been of different tenor.
The law in its text sets the date for the
beginning of ils essential operations aa
after “June 80, next following the tnk-
ing effect of this act."” The Legislature
undoubtledly expeécted the law to take
effegt on June 3, 1913, Yet It must have
bean mindful of the referendum power,
which un@er the terms of its own ape-
cla]l election law could be Invoked to
delay the taking effect of the compen-
sation law until November 4. The ref-
ersndum was invoked, the law took
effect on November 4, and the pay-
ments into the fund and disbursements
therefrom must begin after the June 30
following, which 1s June 30, 1914 not
June 30, 1913, as the Legisiature ex-
pected.

Much was sald In the argument ba-—
fore the Bupreme Court as to the in-
tent of the Legislature. It was con-
tended that the speclifylng of a date
was merély intanded to give twenty-
elght days’ opportunity for performing
certaln required formalities and that
the payments and disbursaments
should begin twaenty-cight days after
the referendum wvote,

We suspect that a new line of de-
elslona on legislutive Intent will grow
out of the exercisa of the referendum
power. It s fajrly logicel to assume
that the Legislature's intent must be
disregarded when one of |is acls goes
to vote of the people and that the un-
derstanding or Intent of the people
must supersede it. Doubtless this par-
ticular measure would have been ap-
proved by the voters had the date of
insurance been fixedd at a time in May
or December. But a slmilar provision
in some other law might vitally affect
the judgment of the people. The voter
ought to know what he is voting on,
and the only way he can ascertain Is
by reading the law., If it became a
practice to go back of the returns,
after n measure had been approved by
the people, and there discover an In-
tent held by an inferior law-making
body and clear only to one who pos-
sesses knowledge of court construction
and legal precedent, much of the vir-
tua of the referendum would be de-
stroyed,

WILSON'E ANTI-TRUST PLANS,

Presldent Wilson appears now to
conslder currency reform well on the
way to enactment into law and is al-
ready preparing the next great meas-
ure on hls programme of emancipat-
ing business. He has Induced Repre.
sentative Clayton to sacrifice his ambi-
tion for a Senatorship and to remain nut
the head of the eommittee which Is to
draft an anti-trost hill and to steer It
through the Housa, He is conferring
with the lenders of his party in Con-
gresk on the detalls of the bill, which,
like the tariff and currency biils, will
be essentially 2 Wilson bill.

My, Wilson Indjecated the trend of
Lthe legizslation he was likely to recom-
mend when, as Geovernor, he caused
the passage by the New Jersey Legis-
latura bf the seven bllls which became
known ag the *“seven sgisters.” Fe de-
scribed one of these bills as deslgned
to promote fres competition and com-
merge. This declaration’ implies that
he would nat be erntent with prohibit-
ing interlocking directorates, overcapi-
talimation and dlvorece of transporta-
tion lines from production, but would
go further and would continua to
break up existing trusts and would
provent further combinations. For
anforcement of those laws he would
enlarge tha powers of the Bureau of
Eorperations and create an Interstate

af calling a constitutional conventlon

o

Trade Commission. He s known to

fayor the bill prepared by Senator La |
Follette and Louls D, Brandelis prohib-
iting & number of methods by which
trade Iz restrained and competition de-
stroyed, Other leaders in Congress
would also define what corporations
may do.

The New Jersey laws define restraint
‘of trade, but specifically permit expan.
elon of a business, provided the new
sequisition is cognate in character and
not overcapitalized. They Iimpose
prison sentences as weil 88 fines on
violators, and like provisions may bey
expected in the forthcoming National
biil.

The chiaf point of contention prom-
ises to be the alternative between reg-
ulating trusts, as proposed by the Pro-
gressive party, and destroyving or pre-
venting them, as has been the policy
of the law and of recept edministra-
tions,. Shall we legallze and regulate
monopoly or restore and regulate com-
petitlon? That is the question, The
Presldent ia pursuing the latter pol-
fcy as existing law requires, and pre-
poses to strengthen that law In the
manner described. But he does not
consider himself dabarred from inguir-
ing into the merits of the opposite poil-
icy. His Commissioner of Corpora-
tions, Mr. Davies, proposes to inguire
into monopoly and competition es
working theories of Indusirialism, and
an additional appropriation of $500,-
000 is to be asked for his use in this
work.

PROGRESS i° JICTIONARIES, .

The evolutior . dictlonaries has
now reached a point where we sghall
soon need steam machinery to handle
its product. The New Standard la far
too heavy to be used without & special
holder and Its bulk exceeds anything
heretofors compressed Iln a single vol-
ume. But in spite of Its mass and
welght the form of the Standard s
more convenient than any of the many
volume dictionaries. It is a bother
to uge a dletionary which is divided
into two volumes even. Convenlence
has been thought of everywhsre in
‘this mammoth book., The wables on
geographical and biographical names,
which in the older dictionaries were
huddled together at the back, whera
people usually forgot to look for them,
have been distributed through the
body of the work. FPortland, Or., for
instance, s inserted where It belongs
aphabetically with gix other cltles of
the same name and ave Jearn without
undue difficulty that it is “the county
geat of Multnomah County, Oregon,”
but, unfortunately, tne rapidly-grow-
ing population is overlooked. In fact
population is something that changes
almost from day to day and since a
dictionary is intended to be a fairly
permanent source of Information It
could scarcely be Included with pro-
priety,

The blographica]l names are A great
convenience, though of course the in-
formation given under each is as curt
83 possible and not always judicially
selected. For Instance, we are told
that Descartes, the great French phl-
losopher, Invented the “rule of signs™
for algebralc equations, but there is
noe mention of hils vastly more impor-
tant invention of analytical geometry
With the names of literary men a.nJ
women their principal works are glven,
together with the dates of birth and
death, Thils, scant ga It may be, Is
enough to put the inquirer on the
right road If he cares to know more.
The inclusion of all these biographical
and geographlcal, together with a
great number of sclentific, names nat-
urally expands the vocabulary of the
Standard beyond anything seen In
former dlectionaries. It deflnes some
450,000 words and we are assured that
this by no means exhausts the verbal
resources of the English language. The
various seclences are rapldly growing,
efich advance requiring new technical
terms. The industrial arts continually
enrich our common speech with novel
expressions. Such names as neroplane,
motoreyele, automobile, are of the
most recent origin, Chemlistry con-
tingally forms naw words to designate
its new compounds. Nor are these
the only sources from which the lan-
guage draws its fresh supplies. The
English-=peaking race s dlstributed
over many lands In wvarlous widely
separated parts of the world., The
diversified habits of life which pre-
vail In thesze reglons lead to linguistic
changes. Old words are dropped out
of use and new ones formed. Pro-
nunciation alters under the influence
of ¢llmate and iIndustry. Since these
changes tend to increase rather than
diminish with time, there s always
danger that the common English
speech may break up into colonial dla.
lects or even divide into different lan-
guages, as Latin did during thg Middle

Ages,
This tendency, which e\'er}'bod_\'
would gladly see checked, finds its

most efflelent antazonista in the die-
tionary-moakers, enterprising toflers
who collect the various logutions very
soon after they are formed In Aus-
tralia, South Africa, the United Btates
or Canada and print them where they
are accessible to all whe understand
English. Thus the language ia kept
feirly homogeneous. A great many lo-
cal usages mustnaturally prevail, but
as long ns the dictionaries continue
fajthful to their duty they will not be-
come unintelligible lo outsiders. 'The
Btandard =still further promotes Hn-
guistic homogeneity by giving the sim-
plifiad spelling of a greal many words,
Thus we learn that “through’™ may be
spelled “thru" on thea authority of the
simplifiad spelling beard, Other more
or less phonetie spellings are given
on the anthority of the American Phil-
ological Aasociatlon. The new spell-
Ings are always marked distinetly, so
that no person can be bagulled into
using them contrary to his wishegs, but
in spite of this precaution thelr very
pregence In the dictlonary will prob-
ably excite the wrath of bigoted or-
thographical standpatters, Like Eph-
rialm, these individuals are jolped to
their idols and we must let them alone.
Other dictlonaries will no doubt find

it expedient to follow the Standard's
example in oprinting the simplified
spellings and we may reasonably ex-
pect to see these sclentificeally correct
and scholarly forms finding their way
more or less rapidly into common use,
Yery few people, uynfortunately for
themselyes, ever read the matter
printed In the front part of the die-
tlopary. That contalned in the New
Standard Is particularly Interesting,
but we fear it will share the neglect
to which all such lHterary treasures
seem doomed. Speaking of the “‘spell-
ing reform,” the Btandard glves us
some remarkably sound common
sense, It points put that a great many
English words are already spelled sci.
entlfieally. In thia class are Included
most of gur polysyilables derived from
the Latin and Greck, as well as & host
of short native words. *“It iz A great
mistake,” the writer adds, “to speak of
English spelling as If it avere alto-
gether bad and negded to be thrown
fnto the melting pot and re¢ast. But
there is a portlon which Is bad In
degrees of badpess and un-

varying
fortunately it comprises a prei,ty large

~

number of the commonest words In
the e.” The Btandard points
these remarks by glving us “a sclen-
tific test of good spelling.” It sa

that “a language is well spelled 1If
ons can write correctly any new word
onoe hearas and ‘pronounce correctly
any new word one sees.” Of course
this cannot be done even by the wisest
of us as the langusge s commonly
used. The dictionary frankly tells us
that “the obstacle to reform 1is the
inertia and prejudice of habit* ase
who oppose improved spelling md%e a
grand parade of their love of scholar-
ship and loyalty to traditional beau-
ties, but the truth is that they are
opposed fo the new slmply because
they are habltuated to the old. The
change must come about, as the New
Standard sssures us, "gradunlly In the
elementary schools.” If children are
taught to spell sensibly when they
are young they will not backslide to
the t::teequa and {rrational when they
are old.

Russia is taking measures to pro-
duce her own supply of cotton. In
Turkestan about 50,000 acres haove
been Irrigated and opened to cotton
culture and about 675,000 mors acres
are to be watered. On the Mugan
steppe In Trans-Caucasia, east of the
Caspian Sea, great irrigation works
have been undertaken, which will
open to cotton culture 8,875,000 acres,
About 20,000 settlers have been placed
in Turkestnn and as many on the
Murgan steppe. They are glven the
aid of skilled cotton-growers and seed
plantations. Ths value of land In-
creases from §30 to §600 a dessintin
(2.7 acres) after a single crop,

There are greater possibilities 1in
increasing the production of land now
under cultivation than In bringing
mere land into use. Scientific study
of the aoil has Increased wheat crops
from fourteen  bushels an acre to
twenty-nine bushels in Germany and
thirty-thres bushels in England in the
last half century. Dr., Cyril G, Hop-
kins, of the University of Illinols, has
done much in the same direction in
Illinois and ia now abdut to prosecute
the same work in the Bouth,

P ——

Greece did not make the peace
treaty with Turkey too soon. It has
cost her 225,000,000 & month to main.
tain an army in Macedonia, her treas-
ury is empty and nelther France nor

England will allow bankers to lend
her money. Turkey has_ borrowed
$50,000,000 in Belzium and was In

slightly better position to fight., The
veto on loans may prove an effective
meang of maintaining peace.

Progressive Republiean Assembly-
men in New York have been asked to
act together, and a conference of pro-

ressives ¢? all parties has been called
to unite them against the bosses,
Bomses Barnes and Murphy may find
fusion of thelr forces necessary to
thelr salvatiop, and may thus bring the
bl-partisan alllance of the powars that
prey Into the daylight.

One plan proposed to reduce the
high cost of living is the issuance of
coins in denominations of 23, 8§ and
123% cents, The odd cents lost
through our adherence to the b-cent
multiple would total a tidy sum In a
year.

S'blood! The villain Huerta will
not obey our orders to resign. Very
swell, then, We will fix him, Yes, sir,

we will patiently wealt untll he gets
good and ready to reegign, Such 18 cur
very latest attitude,

Alderman Pretzel, of Chicago, ia golng to
try W eliminate the obhjeotionable fentures
ofrthn tango. Alderman Pretzel is the man
io tackle knotty problems.—Chicago Record-

Herald.
What does his partner,
Beear, say about 1t?

Alderman

INorth Yakima young men say they
111 he guided by eugenie principles

in selecting & bride. Unless gome
sickly miss happens to catch their
fancy.

Puliman sleuths are to travel up and
down the Coast, but George will mark
thelr soles just for'ard of the heels all
right. You cannot beat the porter.

By the way, when does Captaln Slo-
ver Intend to retire from the depart-
ment and enter the pulpit, as an-
nounced by him some weeks ago?

Calmly forcing a sister nation into
bankruptey In order to have our own
idenls observed is not so humune as it
might appear at first blush,

With reference to Governor Col-
quitt’s turkey-trotting wish turkeys,
the office boy Insists that It's usually
done with chickens

Big gaing are shown by the banks
throughout "the state. Which Is &
smeall part of the story of our prosper.
ty.

The Pullman manager gays he knows
nothing of tipping. He should ride
incognito on a ¥Pullman sleeper,

The latest thing In tango dancing Is
approved by the New York smart set,
Must be tremendously indecent,

Responding to warm sunshline, buds

and blossoms are appearing in the
Hast. They will not get far.
With thres currency bills now

in the arena, Wooadrow's future as a
prophet looks dark Indeed,

Aviation is destined to limit wars,
gays Secrotary Danlels. By killing off
the daring splrita?

The football season is ghartsr than
the baseball perlod and Is all the more
agonizing.

Ah, relief! The warclouds lift. Gov-
ernor West's agent reports all well at
Florence.

It is reportad that snow fall In Port-

land yesterday. Does anyones belleve
it?

Any man who pursues & crooked or
unethical course will live to regret it

Sylvia’s on the first page agaln and
mamma can't even get a local brief.

Congress will scon have a whole
bankbook full of currency bills,

Wilson may Dbelieve Huerta
doomed, but secing Is belleving.

is

The whole gountry i planning to
have plgskin svith Its turkey.

The weather gives the Navajos cold
feet.

JVill somecne please pinch Pinchot?

Frchen ;

-t_helr ingenulty,

| fore

. 1

Stories of Natural Science

A EReview of a Lecture by Willlam
Ccnm_ Morgan, of Regd College.

THE SPEARCH FOR THE ATOM.

The teachings of various old phil-
osophers who wrote and lectured on
the composition of matter =are very
interesting from the standpoint of
and show the small
necessity of bothering long with fact
in the production of elahorats hypoth-
eges. 8ince we have grown less In-
dependent of experiments and observa-
tions for our knowledge, we cannot
fall to be Interested In the older and
sasier methods by which philosophers
employall Imagination and ingenulty to
propound great truoths.™ As accldental
discoveries or the questionings of in-
quisitive sceptlcs Interfered with thalr
theories they wers remodeled to sult
the occasion. Numerous old thinkers
bullt and defended philosophles which
explained matter and {ts peculiarities
In varlous ways. Democritus in the
fifth century B. C. held to n mod!-
fication of the bellef in four funda-
mental elementa. The conception of
the world in this case imagines It to
be built up of the smnallest poansible
partieles, or atoms, which might all
differ in form and sizge, ~but which
should be !dentics! In "the nature of
thelr substance. All the changes In
the world wers concelveg to depend
upon gseparations and recombinations
of theses atoms, which were continu-
ally in motion 2o long as they contin-
ued to exist

It would seem that such a doctrine
might lesd to the beginning of our
modern chemical {deas, but unfortu-
nately, this was not the case, The
minds of mren still continued to be
paclified by dlscourses on earth, ’.lr.
fire and water aa the four fundament-
als, and further possible subdivisions
of matter did not become & subject of
immedintes Inquiry. Although develop-
ments Iin chemlical thought toolk plaooca
durlng =eaveral centuries following,
the fundamental facte concerning
matter had to walt during this time.
The age of "alchemy had a powerful
stimulus to research due to its promise
that glven the correct process baser
metals might be sransmuted to gold,
Investizgations of this perlod brought
out many discoveries which are the
inheritance of the presegt age, but
the master knot could not be un-
ravelled, A wvast amount of prepara-
tion in chemistry was necessary be-
a sound and lasting dootrine
could be found to aexpound its laws
and simplify its phenomena,

- . -

Hwven before a number of the old
views on chemlistry had glven way to
new ones, the chemists who occupled
themselves with them began to be
animated with the modern sclentific
spirit; they became morea exact in thelr
methods and more legicnl in thelr de-
ductions until during the elghteenth
century comntributiona of conslderable
value were made to the fund of chem-
fcal data that was later re-arranged
into the modern coneeption of chemis-
try. Beveral of the favorlte old mis-
conceptions, chiefly the veénerable
phlogiston theory of c¢ombustion, con-
tinued to confuse men's minds. Its
supporters made some far-reaching
discoveriesy” however, which somewhat
differently Interpreted wre embodied in
thoe present understending of chemis-
try.

The modern organizsation ‘of chem-
lenl knowledge depends primarily up-
on the labors of Johd Dalton during
the early nineteenth century. Strong-
Iy incllned in taste to scientific in-
vestigation, Dalton spent & number of
years on various problems of sclience
and thus nacquired the experimental
dexterity that Jater brought out some
of the most deep-rooted facts of
chemlstry. His early publications on
Easss were significant, baut It was not
until his volume on *“The New System
of Chemlical Phillosophy" appeared in
1808 that the full detalls of his -re-
searches became known and appre-
ciated by the sclentifiyg world,

The atomic theory which began with
Dalton I8 an explanation of the fact
that chemieal compounds are formed
by the comblnoation of various elements
In constant proportions. It is & well-
Justified bellef that a2l matter is made
up of atoms, All the atoms of any
one element are exactly alike For
convenlence they have been assumed
to be spherical In shape,,but they are
very different from the atoms of any
other elament. Epeculations upon the
atomg themselves and also upon other
hypotheses which answer varlous
questions are Inspiring to the imagin-
ation and otherwisg extremely valua-
vle, but take second piace in lmportance

to Dalton's tdea upon the formation
of & chemical compound. The bellef
that the unlon of the elements into

chemicnl compounds conslsts In & com-
bination of these micromscoplec particles

In certain definito quantities-isa a log-
leal deduction from the rfacts that are
at hand., A hundred years of close
scrutiny has falled to find o single

Inconsistency in the bellef, and It thus
approaches the realm of fact as nearly
a® any hypothesls can. The world s
ready Lo accept evidence that wlll re-
main unshaken for a century, and im-
poses no further question. With aimi-
lar eredulity it la ready to call any
man good If he has been acting as a
#ood man for & hundred ysars or e¢ven

less; and it |s safe to pln one's faith
to any bellef when It is so well sub-|
stantinted as this, |

Consequently there Is a perfect con- |
fidence among chemilsts that the great
hypothesls of “Talton wlll continue to |
sarve the purposes of sclence., Analysts
have proceaded for a hundred years with
the lden that there are certain funda-
mental units in all matter which are
the units of chemloal renctivity., Hun-
dreds of thousands of different com-

pounds have passed through the Ianb-
oratories and their compositions have
been ascertalned as to the relative

number of atoms of each element con-
talned In each one of them. No seri-
ous discrepancy between fact and
thaory has Interfered with the com-
plete application of the atomic theory
through all this momentous waork,
and modern chemistry, with Itas
thousands of practical spplicationa in
all our great manefaciories, has nd-
vanced steadily during this hundred
yoears, S0 that noew practically every
ane of our Industries !s based upon
its discoveries.
L -

The conception of the atomic theory
by Dalton and Its subsequent develop-
nent and appligation (8 one of tha
wrinmphs of sclence. Its development
illustrates the working of the purely
Inductive method when based upon
complete data and carrled out with
oareful attentlon to all the facts
Thera has not bheen any way discav-
ered by which sclence cun see the ac-
tion of the detached atom and In this
manner substantiate the beliefs con-
cerning it, for the atom is far too small
to be seen by the most powerful micro-
scope. But 50 perfectly are our mod-
ern experimental methods developed
that ths necessity of direct observation
is largely removed.

| MECHANICAL REFORM LACKING

Republican Party Muost Unite on Pro-
‘sramine of Progress.

PORTLAND, Nov. 18—(To the Edi-
tor.)—The semi-centennia! anniversary
of the dedication of the Gellysbursg
fleld for a military cemstery and of
the delivery of Lincoln's immortal ad-
dress, brings vividly to the minds of
those who bave perscnpol recolliections
of those days ths groat and stirring
events of that period.

As the years g0 by the receding
figure of Lincoln mstead of diminish-
ing grows larger. The world maore
fully and clearty apprehenda hils wise
und far-seaing statesmanshlip, hils won-
derfcl comprehension and splendld
achisvements. The Influence of his
life and teachings are, at the present
time, & polent factor for good in our
publie life and should ke & greater
one.

In some respects our complex pa-
litical affairs seem verging toward
confusion, I will advert to only one
particular: The great party, which Is
Indebted to him for many of lts best
foundation principles and wiss direct-
ing influence, has recently suffered
National defeat becauss of an ugly
rupture which threatens Its very exlst-
ence. The causes of this disaster are
tolerably well known and a rehearsal
of them would be profitless here.

Query: Have nil the practical and
important principles of Lincoln's po-
litical phllosophy been embodied Into
Iaws or have they so permoated Lhe
publie mind and thought as to becoma
gulding principles and therefore need
not, further emphasizing? I fear they
have not. While In the letter we laud
them, practically there i{s a disposition
to drift away from mnany of them.

How can this unfortunate tendency
bé reversad? By recognizing in & most
substantial manner the importance of
the sxercise of the basle principles of
Justice which actuated our patriots of
50 years &go; by earnest and candid
efforts 1o embody them In our political
operationas of today: by the practice
of sturdy politieal honesty and ecivie
morkls and an unfeigped and unselfish
desire to benefit the entire people,
locally and Natlonally. The invisible
government should be repressed and
as fay as possible obliterated.

These lauduble efforts cannot
monopolized by any party or organiza-
tion. The Republican party by making
the people know that such is Its en-
deavor, by platform utterances and se-

ba

lection _of leaders Imbued with the
spirit of progress and reform will irre-
sistibly draw together the best ele-

ments which have formerly affilinted
with it and from other parties as well

No attampt to galvanize lfe into it
by mechanical applinnces will suceeed.
The people will reject any Barnardo
del Carpeo skeleton, though clad in
armor, plume and tinsel and mounted
on the finest of war steeds

We most adjust ourselves to the
times and modernize In a practical way

the homely virtues and great princl-
ples of the fatheras. The detalls of the
modus operandl are too lengthy for
present dlscussion. J. D. LEE,

METER SYSTEM MAKBDS TROUBLE

Flat Water Hate System Can He
died at Mintmum Cost.

Han-

PORTLAND, Nov. 1%.—(To the Edl-
tor,)—Water metera for houscholds
have multiplied troubles af the city
government ever since thair installz-
tion begnn xome six years: ago. Now

our salarv-drawing offlcinls nre seslk-
Ing to rid themselves of thess troubles
by shunting them+off on sflary-paying
land owners,

The clity might have saved the cost
of the new plpe-line from Bull FEun by
curtpdling water consumption with do-
mestic meters. That I1s what a private
corporation would have done. But now
the city does not have to save waler

It hns a2 much larger supply than It

needs, But the gity does need to save
money.

Expenditure of $300,000 more for
nousehold muters (25,000 at $12 each)
will be waste of money, not only In
inittal outlay, but awlse in subssgquent
Iine of meter-readorns;, bookkecpers and
clerks Not only that, but it lends to

the Injustice of charging water bills to
land owners.

The flat rate would
trouble and expense. It
out proportional justice, too, because
in ordinary homes thera s average
consumption of water that varies 1it-
tle until the dry season nnd
then an extra hose ratsa would ap-
ply. FRilch men with blg houses should
boe metered or pay n faucet rTats,
Mr, . B. Moores, with his big house
and 20 or 30 faucets, should certainly
not escape wihh a 60-cent minlmum
flat rate. Nor should these househald-
ars perched up on Portland Helghts
“get off" that ensy; every gallon of
water up there is pumped, costs extra.
Hisowhera Bull Run flows by gravity:;
costs nothing extra—unlesas metered.

Meters have added greatly te clerl-
cal work I the Water Office, They
make Intricaty bookkeeping, necessi-
tate more hands, defer collectlion until
late In the month, increase the quota
of “bad biils"” 'The rendinz of meters
makes jobs for a big squad of Inspec-
tora. The rendering of statements
mornthly hns grown to so blg a job that
Commissioner Daly thinkes to reduce It
by rendering ptatements guarteriy
This, in turn, regquires,the city to look
for its pay to persons more resPonsible

seave all
would work

this

[hu,]l consumars—=_,10o Tonnd owneéra; b=
cause the latter can't *skip off” be-
tween times.

This $300,000 for 25,000 new metors
will be grand for thes plumbers” trust,
whote twin elements are materinl Job.
bers and the union journevmen. More-
over, the meters will have to be re-

nawed every 10 or 12 yvears.
weiar out. Therefore, more materials,
more joba, mors expenso, more politics,

A& a businsas proposition the mini-

Thay will

mum flat rate Is slmple, sonsihle
Monthly statements and thelr office
bookkeeping would bs unnecensiaTY,
Every consumer would know hias bLill
had to be pald at the first of each
month, Administration and jobs would
be reduced to minimuam. M.

Mra, Duniway Explains.

PORTLAND, Nov. 21.—(To the Edl-
tor,)—De you know that we havae
stirred up a commotion of Indigna-

tion among my esteemeoed
the old muaids of Oregon,
ramark 1 recently happened to make
bafore a reporter In Eugene? Wo were
speakKing of the faot that comparatively

co-workers,
beacause of a

little progrehs is made for votes for
women in the Easgt and South. 1 sald,
and 1 know It to be the truth, that
married men, as voters, object to pro-
fessional pld moalds (my accenl wns
on the word “professionnl”) holding
the leudership of » movement that
enpocially concerns ths fathers =and
mothers of the Natlon.

No one hes a higher regard than 1
for the bachelor maldens of today, who
are fllling honorable positions in all
communitien But they are pot in a

pogition to understand the aversion of
tha average husband and father to the
almost exclusive domination of the
“old maid"” leaderghip in the older
sitatos of the Union which is conduct-
ing the suffrage movement,

1 mope this explanation and apolozy
will modify my beloved unmarried co-
worksrs in Oregon, who are (filling
thelr allotivd’ stations with credit to
themselves and the public

ABIGAILL SCOTT DUNIWAY.

Two Movements Less Peg Minute.
Washington (D, C.) Herald.

“Ounr boss is n c¢tank on efficlency.”
"What's he up ta now?' ‘“Trying to
teach the stenegripher to chew her
gum in two movern.ents less per minute
to the lower law."

Jack’'s Despernte Move.
Baltimore American.
Cora-~=Jack proposed to me last night.
Mayme—There! I was afrald the poor
boy would go and do sométhing des-
purate,

|

Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Ojegonian of Nov, 24, 1888

Indianapolis, Nov, 21.—The Presi-
dent-elect this evening tendersd Elljah
W. Halford, managing editor of the In-
difnapolis Journal, the position of pri-
VAta secretary.

Olympia, Noyv. 21.—Governor Semple
left today for Seattle for the purpose of
administering the oath of offics to
Chief Justice Boyle,

Salem, Nov., fl1.—Articles were filed
todey by the Snlom Ice & Rofrigerating
Company. Incorporators: George I,
Willlams, H. W. Cottle, C. B. Moores,
Amos Strong and Theodore Wolf.

Salem, Or., Nov. 21.—A. 5. Hammond
was admitted to praectice In all thes
courts of the state today.

Mra. B. M. Robb makes an appeal on
behnlf of the Baby Home on the cor-
ner of Tenth and J streets, East Port-
land,

Morrison street bridge will be light-
ed when Mr. Hogue gets his electrie
light plant In ecperation.

The German Evangelical Lutheran
St. Johannes Church of Alblna will be
dedicatéd on Sunday, November 25,
Among the speakers will be Reva. Tilce,
of Oakland, Cal., Meyer of Helena,
Mont, Doering of East Portlang and
Clanas of Cornellus, Or,

The O. R. & N. Co.’s steamer Bo-
nanza, which ran on & rock near On-
wego, Iz a total wreck and will be
abandoned.

Beattle, Nov., 2L — James Hamilton
Lewis, whom mnot to _Know ls to pro-
clalm oneself unknown, rather got the
hetter of some of the great men In Be-
ntile recently. Arrangements ‘wer:
made fur a special city e.ection to de-
tarmine upon the borrowing of $1.000 -
000 to construct a new water works
Mr., Lewis publishaed an opinion that n
special election for that purpose would
be illegal and the elaction was post-
poned.

John R. Duff, clerk of the State Cir
ouit Court. is at home nursing an nt-
f rheumatism.

tack ot
—
Counell
from the

The Clty
propogition

has received «

Willamette Falla

Electrle Company to light the eoity.
Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan of Nov, 23, 1883,

During the Inst upward trip of the
steamer Onwiard, plying between Ore-
gon Clty ang Salem, when near the lat.
ter place an Immigrant by the name of
Wright, whose family wans on board
walked or siipped from the guards Into
the river and sank before asslstance

could be rendered.

During the last few wyears the want
of some convenient Sumher resort
upon the seéa coast has been serfously
felt. For several Su 4ra past partie

have repaired to ¢t
spot which our rugged coast
near the Columbia's maouth,
them tents and all the rot

01

available
prosenlis
taking with
IEh and crude

utensils Indispensable to camp 1L
Meosars, Elwood Reed have pur-
chased the spot al » alluded to and
will proceed Imr ately to eract
aultalhle hotel. 5 land clalm was
purchased of Thomuas flek and
situated at the f{oot of -

in the bight nu-rlt- of T

the ridge upon which s

ment Is to beé bullt being faet abovs

the highest tide,

Mr. Turley, who spoke so acceptubl
Iant w upon (ne subjoct of the Fa
ceitle FE road, will address our citi
|zens again thig evening at the Court
hou=e,

Weo are regquested by O, Risley., Hag
City Treasurer, to anuounce that ther
is coln In potsesslon to redecin
warranis prefented for pavmaent
reglietered prilor to Octaber 1, 1842

Josaph Buchtel announces himself
ohiididate for the offlce of hief e

neer of the Portland fire department

Hint to the Express Companies,

PORTLAND, Nov. 20.—(To ths HKdl
tor.)—In those days whon every ecomn
omist s seeking for some way t
ramedy the high cost® of 1tvi « par L

mo to aay that the express
that oparate In Portland are

not «

their share. They are also missing
large source of revenue Nobody ex
prects them to do anything pro bon
publico, but their seifish Interests, one
would think, would Indu them to ex
tend their delivery regions Halfl the
population of PFortland, and perhnp:
more, lives outslde the regzion of their
delivery. T have ncq ntances who
gErow apples, produce 1wey and other
desirable articles of food rom whom
I could well afford to ord goods 4«
coma by sxpress, but 1 liva beyvond the
dalivery limita. There ara thousands of
peapls like myself, who do not cars
to B0 to the xpross office and bur
den the streclcar with farm prodocs
and, as a re u.'I we go without sudl
things, or pay lnrger pricesa o L
becanuses thay have gone throug
commission man's and the retailer
hands.

Some years ago one of the expreas
companiaes hnad an office on the t
Bide, to which it would dellvar jy
nges, thus making a conveniant
for nt least those who live

noeighborhood to go for thealr packn

Put that has bheen discontinued

Porhaps it Is true that
compunies have no franchis
elty, and are thuas not am
regsulations as to dalivery
might Impose, Eut the expr
naesa is a monapoly, and the o
are all In a <« |-!nh|rmtl--(. to
goods only within coertain

They ara ncting In restraint of
It Is remarkable that they shouly
fail to grasp a profitable line of
ness that ls walting for them.
. M. TOUT

Mr. Retailer
Is Your Money Idle ?

Is the

thus
L Dus)-

TI.E
—

-

That question that means
averyvthing to your bu: es, Mr.
Retaller

In your money l¥ing nslecp on your
shelves walting for an earthquake
to shake It down, or s It up and

ing for you?
Ink this over a little bit before
too laxte, A if you have any

Slaepersg” around your .placa. turn
them out now.

Stock your shop witth 1archan-

diasge you ¢an sell—and ¥y will not
only Inerease your own *ofitn Im
medintely, but you willl . en
your position In the comn 20
that your increase wlill grow each
year.

Tho most progressive manufactur-

ors are advertising their produ
Th |

dally mew w;mln

ETeRRIVe opl

vertised u.:n--!

money =20 thi

have a ;;l-';lL P

1t up in mor 1

ever heard of and lm‘ pdy wanis?

Flirat, get the right goods In your
shop,

Then “hook up” with the general
newspiper advertising of the manua-
facturers by telling the people of
vour ecity through an advartisement
In The Orsgonian or ~**»= live nawn-
paper that you carry those goods,

You can alse "cash [n'" by prom-

inently showing these goods on your
counters and In your windows.

Then you will make your monesy
“hustle” !—Adv.
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