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EEDISTRIBUTION OF DELEGATES.

Discussion of reduction of Southern
representation in Republican National
eonventions has slready reached the
point where deflnite plans are offered.
Threea such plans are described by the
Baltimoere American's Washington
correspondent,

The first plan would give each state
four delegates at large and district
dalegates as follows: For each district
in which the Republican vote cast for
presidentin]l eloctors In 1908 was not
more than 40 per cent of the total
vote, one delegate; for each distriot
wwhers the total vote was from 40 to
80 per cent, two delegates; for each
district where tha Republican vote ex-
oeeded 60 per cent, threes delegates; for
#aach Representntive-at-large, delegates
in the same ratlo, comparing the Re-
publican vots of the state with the
whole vots of the state.

A sscond plan would give each atate
four delegates st large and one addi-
tlongal delegete for each 10,000 Repub-
Yoan votes or major fraction thereof
cast in 1908,

A third is the same as the second,
but provides that each district have
at least one delegate and that there
be two for each Representative-at-

The first plan is said by the Amer-
fonn to be almost sure of adoption.
It would cut down the representation
of the districts in the Bouthern black
belt to one each If tho ratioc of Repub-
leans to the total vote wears about
the same in each distriet as in the
state at large. On the same basis the
number of delegates from many
Northern dnd border states would be
Increased. Instead of each district
having two delegates, as in the last
conventlon, the representation by dis-
tricts would he as follows:
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The number of district delegates
from Republican states would prob-
ably average more than two for each
district, for in some districts the per-
gentage of HRepublicans to the total
wote would run over 00, thus entitling
the district to three delegates, while
in few would it run under 40. On the
other hand, the only Southern states
where the average chows each dis-
trict entitled to two delegates are
Mearyland, Missour! Kentucky, Ten-
nessee and Oklahoma.

This plan would give small but
strongly Republican states a volce In
the convention out of proportion to
thelir size. Thus Maine, North Dakota
and Vermont would send three dele-
gates from each district, Michigan
belng the only populoua state entitied
to that privilege

Poesibly the new wsystem would
causs thse Southern Republicans to
make a more determined effort to se-
oure the voting of negroes and the
counting of thelr votes. This would
give new life to the race Issue end
& future Republican Congress might
cauge renewed afforts to procure Fed-
eral supervision of National elections.

6T. PATRICK AND MIS SUCCESSORS.

Thera must have been some heart-
mearchings among the Portland minis-
ters gs they listened to this sentence at
thelr weekly meeting: “With thou-
sands of times the equipment, the
maembership, the facility for reaching
people, the modern church is not do-
ing 80 much as the ancient.” It was
the Rev, Asa Sleeth who uttered this
bold remark. He might have made
it stronger without violence to fact.
Think of St. Patrick, who entéred

Ireland with nothing but his eloguence |

aend zeal and converted the wild
heathen by the thousand, He some-
times, we mre told, baptized a whole
tribe at one camp meeting.

Nothing of that sort {a seen in these
times, except, perhaps, st Billy Bun-
day's meetings. He may be the ex-
ception that proves the rule, Nor is
the paucity of conversions for want
of heathen by any means. It [s sald
by some statisticlans that two-thirda
of the people of the TUnited Btates
never go to church, We do not wish
to vouch for thelr asccuracy, but com-
mon observation tells us plainly
enough that this land 1s In sober truth
quite as much heathen as Christian.

The Rev. Mr, Slecth bhelleves that
the power of the clergy has waned
*“because they have left God out of
the battle,” We have never, for our
part, noticed any lack of referance to
the dlely In most sermons, but still
Mr. Bleoth mey be right. One might
suggest, however, that the acknowl-
edged ineffectiveness of modern
preaching is in part dus to e less se-

rious shortcoming. Have the minis-
ters really left the Almighty out of
account or have they falled to keep
up with him?

Current philosophy teachea us that
the delty is the very center of pro-
gresslveness, The word “God” has
become to modern thought almost
synonymous with “actlvity.” He la
the source of life, the fountain of be-
ing, the ever-diligent Creator who
mukes new worlds incessantly. For-
getting these truths, some at least of
the clergy sermonize as If the Lord
had been asteep for tho last 2000
vears, nelther dlscovering new truth
himself nor revealing any to man. It
may be this error which makes their
sarmonsg less effsctive than one might
‘desire,

HOW ABOUT CLATSOP COUNTY?
The County of Multnomah, besides
the great sums [t has ¢xpended in ten
vears on roads, is building a splendid
scenic highway up the Columbia at a
cost of $150,000 or more, and is about
to vote $1,250,000 to be expended on
construction of a great Interstate
bridge across the Columbla. A fine
roid down the Willamette and the Co-
lumbla, to the county line, ia done,

In tha extreme southern part of
Oregon Jackson County has by an
overwhelming vote approprinted $6500,-
000 for roads, and will complete from
north to south of the county a hard-
surface road as a part of the Paclfic
Highway.

Klamath County will give $300,000
for roads If a proposed bond lssue car-
rles, and Crook County purposes to
keap up with the proacession with a
comprehensive scheme of roadbuild-
ing.

Nearor Portland, Tillamook County
has built & fine system of roads, and
is bullding more; and Columbia
County feels the Impulse and is ex-
pected to do her share toward the
Lower Columbla highway, as well as
other roads

Clatsop County has done well with
her roads; but can Clatsop afford not
to give additional evidence of her in-
terest in roads, and her appreclation
of thelr great value and Importance,
by failing to vote favorably on No-
vember 4 on tha proposad $400,000
bond issue?

TRUTH OR FALEEHOOD?

The clamor against "The Lure™ is
echoed today by & correspondent, who
disagrees mvith the opinlon of The
Oregonian that It teaches 8 wholesome
lesson. The Oregonian reaffirms that
opinion, with the gingle gualification
that the outery against production of
*The Lure” and the atmosphere of
scandal and notoriety with which It
has thus been surrounded have driven
from its audlences the men and wom-
en who would be most likely to be
benefited by its teachings and have
attracted in thelr stead npumbers of
mere curfosity-seekers and sensation-
hunters, who are after a new variety
of thrill and emotion and who are
disappointed because they fall to get
i,

“The Lure™ is far lees offensive than
"Damaged Goods” and the Kindred
plays which have been produced
everywhere with the approbation of
the judicious and the lsnguid interest
of the thoughtless. It is melodramatic
in its methods:and fairly effective in
its climaxes, It tells in dramatie form
the palnful and terrible story of a
girl's experiences with white glavers
in a great city It furnlshes a star-
tling pleture and, we think a true one,
so far as affalrs in one clrcle of Jife
—low Ufe—go, .

But our correspondent does not as-
sert that the story iz not true. He
merely says it ought not thus to be
told. To his suggestion that if it is
all right to expose the whits slavers to
the public in this way, It ought to be
added as a course of inatruction in our
schools, It Is sufficient to reply that we
have not made the theater for any
purpose, or In any department, a part
of the curriculum of the publie
schoaols.

The Oregonian sharss tha conviction
of many people that the real demoral-
izing Influenge of the stage upon all
people, young and old, does not conslst
in facls or truths plainly told, what-
ever they are, but it consists in the
tremendous falsehood that the wages
of sin is not death.

THE BILL I8 WHAT WE VOTE ON.

Hilsewhere is published today a let-
ter from a citizen who s puzzled by
the advice of The Oregonian on vot-
ing in the special election November
4. In the paragraph which confuses
him The Oregonian sald: “If any eiti-
zen dMeapproves of the use of the ref.
erendum on any particular feasure
he votes yes. If he sapproves of the
measure submitted through the ref-
erendum he votes yes.'

These two sentences merely recite
two reassons for voting yes on a ref-
erended bIIL

“Referendum” 1s the term applied
to tha process by which a bill Is re-
ferred to the people. When this
process has been Invoked the bill It-
self is voted on. To vote “yes” In
a referendum election iz a vote In
favor of the bill,

It has been asserted that in more
than one Instance the Invoking of the
referendum on bills of the last legiala-
tlve weession has besn unwarranted,
has been the effort of a selfish faction
of small proportions or has been sur-
rounded by fraud or misrepresenta-
tion In petition fllling. The referend-
ing of a blll under such elroum-
stances ought to be dlsgpproved by
the voters. The only way to disap-
prove or rebuke it §a to adopt the bill,
and the only way to adopt the bill Is to
vole yea

The same paragraph may be ex-
pressed In this way:

If you belleve any bill has becn
referended without shadow of excuse;
or for sslfish reasons; or by fraudu-
lent petitions; or by misrepresenta-
tion of petition elrculators, vote “yes’
that the bill may be carried and such
misuse of the referendum power re-
buked. o

If you belleve the bill {a a good
bill, it matters not what you think as
to the method or inspiration which
put it on the ballot. Vote yes.

Dr. Anna Shaw disapproves of Mrs.
Pankhurst's militant methods as a
matter of expediency only, saying:

i the Government does not stand for
what |s good and just it should be aver-
thrown by any moans,

Let us ses whither that theory would
lead us. Many manufacturers think
the Underwood tariff unjust and many
rich men condemn the income tax on
the same ground; hence it iz only a
matter of expedlency whether they
should smash things., Soclallsts be-
lleve the privafe ownearship of means
of production is unjust, hence It §=
only a matter of expediency srhather
they should throw bricks, Dr, Shaw

forgsts that in & democracy the amall.

est minority ls free to reason with the
majority in the hope of Itself becom-
ing the majority, but that majority
rule Is the foundation of all democ-
racy. In treating militency as & mat-
ter of expediency, she verges danger-
ously on anarchy.

#

ANOTHER TYRANT,

. President Wilson declines to rec-
ognize Huerta as the President of
Mexlco because he rules through ferce
and net "by consent of the governed.”
The Presfdent has an aspiration that
all republics and =&ll other govern-
mentas In the Western Hemisphere
shall be founded on law and order,
and that the methods of revolution,
mufder and demoralization that have
marked so many Spanish-American
countries shall be stopped. It is a
noble jdeal. It deserves the world's
respect and approval. It I8 unaswer-
able that the President or ruler of
any country ought to have a titie to
his high office founded In sound mor-
als, honest processes and popular sup-
port. But It Is quite snother thing
to bring about peaceful administration
and lJawful elections in the Central and
South American countries,

It is true that Huerta Is a dictator
and a disturber of the world's peace.
His way to the Presidency has been
tainted by murder and fraud. He has
suppressed the Mexican Congress, He
has suborned the courts. He has ut.
terly extinguished the civil power. He
15 the state, The governm&nt of Mex-
ico 1s the will or whim of Huerta,

There was another world's outlaw,
groeater than Huerta, unscrupulous gs
Huerta and far more ambitious than

Huerta, He was an officer of the
French. army. He saw the King gull-
lotined. He becams a great figure In

the events following the French Revo-
lution. He was a general and won
a series of brillant wvictories for
France. He seized the reins of gov-
ernment, abolishad the Directory and
was made First Consul with autocratic
powers, He caused the Duc d'Enghien
to be shot after & mock trial for an
alleged conspiracy to restore the
Bourbens and then had himself
eleated Emperor. He put the crown
on his own head in the Pope's pres-
ence, He was at odds first with one
pation and then with another amd
with all Europe. He pursuad ruthlessly
his Invasions and his wars of conquest.
He divorced his rfalthful wife, Jozme-
phine, and married an Austrian Prin-
cesy “for reasons of state”

Yet this great adventurer was rec-
ognized by every eclvilized nation in
the world, including America, aa the
Emperor of France and his right to
name the ruler of Epain, Rome,
Sweden and other natlons was In ef-
fect conceded. His name was Na-
poleon Bonaparte., He was dethroned
becauss he Interfersd with other na-
tions and not because he had made
himself Emperor of France,

We have ptogressed in a hundred
yvears, of course., We Insist upon mak-
ing the domestle affairs of a nation
llke Mexico our own concern. But
just what we ars to do about it, or
how to do it, we ares almighty un-
certaln,

SAFETY AT SEA PROMOTED.

The echeme of the ship-owners to
defent the seamen’s bill has falled in
the Senate, for that body has passed
tha La Folletta bfll, backed by the
Seamen’s Unlon, the Department of
Commerce and the Department of
Labor. Seamen are to be raj=zed from
saerfdom to freedom and put on an
equality witk other workmen. They
are not to be supject to Imprisonment
for desertion. Workmen on land are
subject only to clvil penalties for viola-
tion aof contract; why should seamen
be? Crews must include a certnin
proportion of skillad men, and three-
tourths of them must understand the
language of the offlcers.

The ship-owners tried to defeat thls
bill by causing Benator Nelson to in-
troduce another hill which bristled
with jokers. It limited the provislons
for Improved sanitation in the crew's
quarters to vessals carrying twenty or
mora men, thus applying them to less
than & dozen American ships, It al-
lowed a vessel to have & ¢rew unable
to understand the language of the of-
ficers, provided the ship carried an
interpreter. Imagine an American
captain in a storm shouting his orders
to & Chinese Interpreter, who mangles
them in interpreting them to & Chi.
nesq crew! Though the interpreta-~
tion was correct, delay In an emer-

gancy might prove serious, while mis--

understanding of orders might prove
fata] to ship and crew.

The opposition ¢f ship-owners to
the La Folloette bill and their attempt
to foist upon CongraEs a4 MeAsure mo
impotent for good as the Nelson bill
llustrate the blindness of special in.
terests to thelr own good., The loss of
iife on the Titanic was increased by,
and the loas of many a good ship has
been due to, the employment of un-
skilled men. One would suppose that
business prudence would dlctate to
owners that they should have tralned
men to navjgate thelr ships, men who
can quickly understand and ocarry out
the orders of their officers. But they
are as determined in their opposition
ng were the raliroads In blocking
safety-appliance laws and Jaws pre-
venting the continuouns employment of
men to the point of exhaustien, Tha
mate of a great passenger steamer
fllustrated this folly when he sald,
pointing to the quartermasler at the
wheel;

Imagine the economy of trusting this
milllon-dollir ship (which~one wrong twinsg
af the wheel could mend te the bottom) In
the hands of & seéaman pald ten shillings a
woel! i

The seamen’s bill will be as effective
in preventing shipwreck as the several
ralircad bills have been in preventing
trainwreck, but those directly inter-
ested have been unable to =ee this, and
pressurd must be brought from outside
to compel them to proteot elr own
interests,

Were the safety of the ships alone
Involved, the ship-owners might be
left free to wreck or sink as many as
they pleassed. But they hira seamen
and carry passengers, with whose lives
they are as reckless as with their own
property. Recent disasters at sea have
Impressad on Congress the necessity
of measures to prevent waste of hu-
man lfe by short-s¥hted greed. A
ship llke the Titanlc can no longer be
manned at the last moment with men
who cannot pull an oar, for govern-
ments must care for the many lives
at stake. In protecting the lves of
passengars and crew, governments
protect tha ships n  spite of the
DWNeTrs,.

There can be little doubt that the
La lollstte bill will pass the House,
It is substantirlly the same as the
Wilson bill, swhigh passed both Senats
and House In the last Congress, but
wag vetoed by President Taft. Thers
will be some delay In its operation,
due to the notice which must be glven
of abrogation of conflicting treaties,
but we are now assured of fres, com~

petent seamen on overy ship, Amer-
lcan or forelgn, which comes to Amer.
lean ports, and of mors nearly equal-
ized cost of operation between Amer-
fean and foreigns ships. Another step
Las thus been taken toward restora-
tion of the American merchant
marine,

Tibet, the Hermit Kingdom, s be-
ing brought into the family of nations,
A conferénce of British-Indian, Chi-
nese and Tibetan reprasentatives is In
session at Simila, arranging Tibet's fu-
ture status. It sesems probable that
the kingdom will be secured agalnst
Chiness aggression by definitlon of the
frontier, that Chinese suxerzinty will
be recogmnized, but that Tibet will be
permitted to negotiate directly with
the Indian government subject to Chi-
nese approval and that a British of-
ficial will assist in starting manufac-
tures and mines in Tibet. Modern
civilization wIll then penetrate to
every corner of Asla o

The presence of elght sallors at a
temperance mesting in New York
surprised some who saw them. The
sallor and his grog are inseparable to
many imaginations, but this I3 not so
near the truth as It vsed to he. Bea-
men are as intelligent as other people
and when they have a chance to im-
prove their minds they are eager to do
s0. On many modern vessels they are
provided with reading matter which
has zequainted them with the injury
done by gioohol and o marked temper-
ance movement has followed,

W. L, Dresback, of Sclo, who packed
141 boxes of apples In 83§ hours,
should be awarded a niche In the hall
of fame. He has achleved consum-
mate mastery of a difficult and im-
portant art. The apple packer must
exercise eye and hand In perfect unl-
son. The eye is required to judge of
slze, color, shape and gquality without
hesitancy, and the hand must saize the
apple it indicates and place it in exact
position [nstantaneously. What an
education the scientific orchard gives
and utilizes

The explosion of & mins “by wire-
less" in England reminds us agiin of
pome of the perils of our new Inven-
tions. This was done intentionally, as
an experiment, but the same thing
may happen by accident. When the
atmosphere ls vibrating with all sorts
of waves It seems as if nothing of an
explosive nature can be really safa
Waea dare g2y the time will come swwhen
it will be perfectly feasible to blow up
an enemy’s powder magazine at a dis-
tonce of many miles with a wireless
{nstrument.

The 1dea of reforestation has taken
hold of the East The Indinapolis
News calls for tree-planting on “the
hills of Brown County and the wastes
of the old Limberlost,” Then Mrs,
Gene Stratton Porter's children will
have the scens for a new serles of
novels after the style of "Freckles."

People who think all o lawyer has
to do Is to tnke the money are mis-
taken. A man under trial for murder
deeded his property to the attorneys
for the defense and they did their best
to prove he wns Ingane. Now he seeks
to recover and they must prove his
sanity. They will, of course,

Apple day for horses 18 a good idea,
80 is turnip day for cows, bons day
for dogs and cream day for cats. The
first s o Chicago proposition; but how
about apples for the hundred thou-
sand children in that big city who
nevar have tha chance even to “speak
for the core"?

Nearly 80,000 people have regls-
tered for the 2000 quarter sbetions of
Government land to be drawn at the
North Platte lottery today. The T7§,-
000, more or less, disappolnted can
cast on 03'6 toward Oregon and se&s tha
promised land.

That New York reformer who went
to jall for n week recommends seven-
teen reforms. If he'd been there o
year no doeubt he'd have recommended
the total abolition of prisons,

The general Weather Bureau an-
nounces that cold weather Is due ere
long. Ism't it wonderful how those
experts can look into the future?

The banking committee is working
behind locked doerg on the currency
measura. Now wouldn’'t it he just too
awfully sad If they'd lose the key?

The supervisor who drags a dirt
road, with the roller as a follow=-up,
will add to his popularity when he
runs for a higher position.

Explosion of a mine aight miles dia-
tant by wireless s making flctloh inteo
fact. The dream of the novellst today
Iz reallty tomorrow.

Texas is & blg state and a slight
fall of snow In pne section at this
time of year is something like a storm
on Mount Hood,

Qpponents of suffrage ars siarting a
fleht on Mrs, Pankhurst, That's right,
Don't overlook Emmaline aitogether,

Chauffeur named Killlan ran down
two women at one timg. Who sald
there's nothing in a name?

Wellesley girls are accused of bolt-
ing their food. But you should see
them out in gompany.

All things come to the mian who
walts, and John Barrett, of (regon,
is no exception,

That in Mexico wasn't an election—
it was one of Huerta's jokes on the
United States,

Mars s sald to bes signaling this
world, Possibly trying to get In touch
with Brazll

Huerta has one of the tralts of Por.
firlo Diaz when it comes to running
an election.

What excuse will the Administration
devise now for doing nothing in Mex-
ico?

Socliety is planning many halloween
affairs. Especially the younger set.

Few Mexicans cared to wasts time
going to the Huerta type of polis,

About time for a new egg-laying
champion to be announced.

Indizgn Summer will not down,

New Scheme of Lawn Decoration,
Bydney, Australia, Bulletin,
Post—A beautifu] garden party was
glven yesterdny under the mu?tnu of
Iady Black. Mrs, Newrleh—I'll have
our landscape architect plant some aus.
ploes on our IAWR &t once. J
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Stories of Natural Science

Synopais of Lecture at Reed College,
Delivered by Dr. Wiillam Conger

Morgan.

No. 0—The Production of Hydrogen.

The gas hydrogen, recognizsd by
Paracplsus a5 early as the 16th century,
becams an actual problem to sclence
200 years later when its properties were
considered with raference to the phlo-
giston theory of combustion. Chemilcal
belief wag becoming unssttled at this
time, for the development of a great
many hitherto unsuspected facts was
arousing skeptical Inquiry among ven-
arated {dems left undlsturbed since the
tima of the apcient philosophers. With
a keen-mindedness comparable to that
of Aristotle, Antoine Lavolaler occupled
himself durlng the last quarter of the
18th century in finding more plausible
explanations for chemical phenomena
than thoss which his contemporaries
unquestionably nooepted,

Lavoisler's famous gun-barrel experi-
ment by which he produced hydrogen
from water !s still used Iln varlous mod-
ifications for producing bydrogen. As
first performed, steam was passed
through an intensely heated tube In
which & quantity of iron nails had been
placed. Escaping steam was condensed
a4t the end of the tube by passing It
through water, and ths surviving gas-
eous substance was hydrogen. Since
steam and Ilron were the only sub-
stances from which the gos had coma,
its origln was either In a combination
of these two substances, or else It came
from the decompoeltion of one of those
substances, That hydrogen was & con-
stituent of water did not long remaln
in doubt.

- L -

Hydrogen Is like oxygen in the fact
that its production Is exclusively a
function of thoss substunces which aon-
taln it. Of these there are thousands.
Baside the interaction of iron and water
to produce hydrogen, there are other
matals which decompose water in o
similar way. ©One characteristic metal
which does thils I8 sodlum. In its pure
state, sodium 1is a bright, lustrous
metal, not too hard to be cut with a
knife, A small plece dropped Into
water rhows additlonal characteristics
of & remarkable nature; for on the
surface of water it becomes molten
at once, spins about, and induiges In
much sputtering. Hydrogen parseq from
the scena of the reaction. Fotassium, a
‘metn) of phynical properties littla dif-
ferent from those of sodium, performs
tn much the same way when brought In
contact with water; the reaction in this
case js accompanied by so great & lib-
eration of heat that flame (5 produced
and the evolving hydrogen {8 consumed.
Both of these metals produce from
wator & Substance ldentical with that
which was bottled up at the end of a
hertad i{ron tube through which steam
was passed.

With sodium and potassium, ths act-
ivity, or reactivity seemsa due to a
more energetic impulse, This tendency
exhibited by one substance jolning inte
combination with another s, In solen-
tific terminology, chemical affinity. The
similarity of the expresslon to one used
in clussifying a cortain emotional phe-
nomenon has not modulated its sevare-
Iy selentifio significance, although hy-
potheses based on the i{dea of affini-
ties are being found increasingly lnse.
cure, One hope of sclonce s that the
affinity of substances will not always
have to ba taken for granted, but that
soma more comprehonsible explanation
will find expression in a4 more compre-
hensible term.

. - L -

The produet of sodium and water
regoting s hydrogen. Another effoct
of this reaction 1s to be found in the
water: it becomes slippery afid hos a
sonpy taste. A paper treated with dya
from the litmus plant might be dipped
into this water, and would turn blue,
This blue color gives o means of de-
tecting certain propertiey In solutions
which would be notlceable In the samae
way If the sodlum should be replaced
by potassium, or by calclum, barium or
magnesium. Any one of these metals
will evolve hydrogen from water and
form a compound with a somnpy taste,
slippery feoling, and the property of
turning litmusa paper blue. The com-
pound of sodium i3 called sodium hy-
droxida in the laboratory, and outside it
Is merely called lye. There le a little of
it In soap that produces the well-known
soapy taste.

Al]l these flve mastals are known to
form compounds with water which are
called hydroxides, and which have the
three common propertiea mentioned. A
saarch for the cause of this would de.
mand common features about each of
tha five reections rather than a siml.
larity hetwean eéich of the five diffar-
ant metals. This iy not an anciant the-
ory, for texts on chemistry even up Lo
recent times hRve attributed these
common properties to the metals them-
selves, The newer explanation shows
the Improved method followed In the
selentific world of today, In these so-
lutions the anly common elements are
hydrogen and oxygen, which often com.
Ing together In the same way are treat-
ed ag If they wera but one subttance,
and defined as the hydrogen-oxygen
radical,

L] -

A Inter evidence of hydrogen in water
has been found most conclusive. 'This
gomen from the decomposition of wate)
by electricity whers the guses Into
which water resclvea ean be colleated
and meusured. Hydrogen Is producaed In
this fashion from Ita compound with
oxygen. There are certaln other com-
pounds of hydrogen with chlorine, nl.
trogen, sulphur and oxygen, and carbon
and oxygen from which the hydrogen
can be liberated. A long llst of these
compounds could bs mads In which a
commpon praperty beslde the presence
of ‘hydrogen would be a sour taste,
The sour taste is 2 basls of our under-
standing of aclds, so it has been sat-
lsfaotory to“call there soum.substances
aoids, They hava additional propertles
of rescting on metals and turning litmus
paper from blue to red. Tin, iron, mag-
mus paper from blua to red. Tin, iron,
magnesium and zine invariably digap-
poar In molds simultaneously with the
evolution of hydrogen. Gold and plati-
num snjoy immunity from acid action.

L L .

Nitrle acid treats motals in much the
same way that other anclde do, but It is
not glven ths same credit for the evao-
lution of hydrogen. The difficulty oc-
curs ‘In a certain habit of nitrle acid;
hydrogen ia made and then Immedigtely
used up, so from the observers stand.
point hydrogen I8 not produced, It Ia
assumed thet & man making bread and
eating It all himeell would not be called
a baker. , .

" Health OfMicer’'s Experionce.

PORTLAND, Oot, 27.—(To the E4-
Itor,)—For the henefit of the taxpayvers
of the eity, will you kindly inform the
public when Dr. Marcellus, City Heslth
Oftlver, recelved his diploma; how many
veary he las practloed medicine, and
what goes ha know about sanitary pcon-
ditions in general? What taxes does
he pay? VICTOR H. SMITH.

The Oreggnian published Dr, Mar-
cellus’ blography at the time Lis ap-
polntment was announced, June 22, He
graduated from the medioal departmant
of the University of Pennsylvania In
1908; was licensed to practice |n Panne.
sylvania in 1804, and In Oregon in 1906;
wns attached throughout the insurree-
tion to the sanitary troops or hospital]
corps in the Thilippine Islands, and weas
sanitary officer with supervision of O,
N. G, military camps and maneuvers
from 1808 te 1012, He payes $120 In

NO EXCOUSE FOR CHANGE IN FLAG

Ex-Confedernte Gives Patrlotic HRen-
song for Preserving Denign.

PORTLAND, Oct, 28 —(To ths Ed-
1tor.)—It would appear, from what I
have read at dlfferent times lately on
the subject, that theres Is a move, or
rather a contemplated move, by some
person advocating a change of the
stars In our Natiopal flag. I for one
am not dlsposed to take thiz matter
serigusly; thinking and hoping there
may ba no grounds for the report; but,
in case such 4 move ls projected, I as
a reader of and a subscriber to your
old planeer paper for the last 36 years,
ask a little space for the purpose of
volcing my earnest and bhonest, not to
say Indignant, protest agamst any
such thought, intention or action.

The old Nag Is good encugh for mo.
It faunted deflance In my face as &
rebel soldler In "Stonewall's” corps of
the late Genera]l Lee's army. It float-
#d over my sncestors who haelped to un-
fur] it before all the worid. It float-
ed over my grandfather, who offered
his life to malntain Its prestige. It
floated over my father, who lost a leg
in our war with Mexico, It floated over
my son, who pow sieepa hig last aleep
in Rose City Park, in our war with
Spain. TYes, the old flag Is good enocugh
for me. It bas MNoated over me for 71
years,

It stands for everything that man
could wish for on the face of God's
earth. It offers a shelter for the dowr-
trodden and oppressed. Why change?
As o boy In my early teens, I lenrned
to love my country's fig, and whon my
state, Misslesippl, called for volunteers
to go fight for our “rights"™ as they
weore called (and I can’t soe to this day
where my "rights" were in any manner
conglderad, for my people owned no
“niggers,” thers was mno publle school
system, and if the parents were not
able to pay their children, got no “edl-
cation™), so I onlisted, as I understood,
and would fight under the old fag,

So It wias a great surprise to me a
fow months later (o see a strange MAng
instead of the Stara and Stripes, and
during the war I never did have much
love or regard for, or become accus-
tomed to the sight af It, but when 1
looked at it, what little regard I had
for It would drop several degrees, and
at my firet aptismil experiencs of real
war at Winchester, under Jackson, in
May, 1862, I saw the old flag go down
to temporary defeat, and when the
rebel cavairy, after driving the gnemy
acrosa the river, returned tralling 1t
In the Aust, tled to their horses’ (ails
well, I can't put on paper the.sgtats of
my boyish feelings at that time, 80 I
won't try.

My Arst Impulse waa to attampt to
rescus it, but I realized too well the
conseguences of so rash an aet. So it
waa At Malvern Hill, at Fair Qaks, at
the second Bull Run, at Antletam,
where my brother was killed, at Fred-
erlckaburg where a loyal Yankee bul-
let layed me up for several months

But after four yenrs of agonlzing
doubts and fears and Insults, the old
flag, “Old Glory” come unto itz own
at Appomattox Do we wanti a ehange?

Accursed he the tongue that gives
volce Lo the wisgh, Let the old flag
alone, lst 1t wave in all its glory and
beauty, This lg my maxim: If any
man, be he L. W. W. or whoever he may
be, mttempt to tear down or speaks In-
sultingly of the Amerlcan flag, “"Shoot
him on the smpot,” and if there I= o loyal
American who would not do this, the
same is a coward and does not deserve

to be an American cltizen,
The old flag, the flag of and"above
all flags, the flag that has never yet

known defeat, W. B. MORRIS,

720 Linn streot.

EFFECT OF “YHES" VOTE NOT CLEAR

CUonfusion Likely to Affect Hallois in
Meferendum Election.

WARRENTON, Or,, Oot. 26.—(Ta the
BEdltar,)—A few dnys ago I clipped a
short editorinl of yours, antitied
*Voting Yes ve. Voting No,” In order to
post me at the polls on the 4th of No-
vember. The sixth paragraph In the
editorial pays: "If any clitlzen disap-
proves of the uses of the referendum
he votes

on any partigular measure k
yes, If he approves the measurs sub-
mitted through thea roferendum he

votes yes,'

1 may be exceptionnlly thick-headed,
but I cannot see wherg n valer gots
any chanco to choosa (on the ballot)
between disapproving the use of the
referendum, and at the same approving
the measure submitted under that ref-
erandum, and In each case you Instruet
A voter to vole yes,

I dogsn't aeem to me that you muke
It clear to the voter whether he Is
voting to Invoke the power of the ref-
erendum and thereby ki)l tha proposed
law, or voting to approva the law as
proposed and thus kill the referendum
on that fdentical measure. It soemu to
me it would have been easler (the five
mattérs to be acted on at the electlon
being all under the referendum) Lo
have dropped the word altogether and
voted yes or no dlrectly on tus bills as
passed by the Leglalature and either
confirm or refect them.

I fear that unlesa you can explpin
the way to vote more slmply there will
ba many a vote that will have the op-
posite effect to what was Intended
when It was oast. 1 must surely get
further instructions myself baforse 1
can vote Intelllgently,

JOHN FEVENDEN,

Btrietly speaking the “referendum’”
in mot voted on. A “raferendam' 1=
the process by which an naot of tha
Legialature !s suspended pending ap-
proval or refection of the law hy the

voters.

The law jtself is voted on.
“yes” [n for adoptlon of the
vote *“no"” is for the rejection
aot.

If one heliaves tha law
he should wvote "yesu'" If he lncks
knowledge an to Its terms, but knows
or believea It has been held up by self-
ish Interests or by tho misrgpresentn-
tions of petition clreulators, he should
rely on the judgment of the Legisin-
ture and vote “yes,” A vota "yes' un-
der the latter eircumstances Indi-
aiites the voter's dizsapproval of the
method or inspiration of the attoek,
hold-up, suspension, or “referendum"”
to which the law has besn subjected. A
vote "yes” helps earry the blll and re-
bukes misuge or abuse of the referoen-
dum powar. 4

A votn
aot. A
of the

A good one

Mountain Meadows Massaere,

BUTTE FALLS, 0Or, 0Oc¢t. 20,~(To
the REditor.)—Pleazse tell npbout the
Mountain Mendows massacre. 3. T\

The muassacre sccurred In September,
1867, at Mountaln Meadows, 3060 miles

south of Salt Lake City. A party of
emlgrants from Arkannsas and Mis-
souri were flred on by Indians, and,

it Is alleged, by Mormons disguleed np

Indiann. After four days slege they
nccepted the proffered protection of
John D. Leoe, Mormon Blshop-—and
Indlan agent, and left the shelter of
thelr wagons, All sdults and chlil-
dren over 7 years of aye were killed,
Beventeen younger children ware

afterwards restored to relatives through
the efforts of the Unlied States Gov-
ernment. Les was exscuted for the
crimg in 1877, but efforts to Inculpate
other high officers of the c¢hurch failed.
Bancroft's history of Ulah pluces the
entire blamé on Lee Susplclon of
knowledge and wpproval of the profect
by the Mormon Church was strength-
ened in the miinde of many by the fiot
that Brigham Young had previousiy
ispued an order aguinst passage into or
throsgh the tarritory “without & per-

mit from the proper offiger,"

Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Oregonlan of QOotober 28, 1888,
Newark. N. J., Oct. 27.—James O.
Blalne spoke tonight to 4000 people.

New TYork, Oet 27—A Democratic

parade of 17,000 business men waws
reviewed by President Cleveland (o-
night.

The Mechanles' Falr has drawn Lo n

close. The judges of the baby show
gave their decision yesterday as fol:
lows: Baby No. 7, A. Stuart McDon-

ough, first prize, gold medal; baby No

34, Olgo Sectum, second prize., grand
siiver medul; baby No. 20, Matllans
Ward, third prize, silver medal, The

buggy glven by Biaver & Walkoer, was
w(:n by B. Gibson, of East Portiand.

In response to an Inquiry as to the
original cost of the lot sold at $25.000
Mp., Sherlock sald he had paid $200 for
It in 1851. The lot Is No. 3, In block
46, situated next south of the south-
west corner of Oak and Third street

H. B. Litt has decided to open o
branch of his famous Portland sul
house In Tacoma next Spring.

Wallows
during ths

Ly J.
County,
wabl

of Joseph,
the eity

Rouse,
was in

Sldney Loewenberg. & lad 15 years o
age, was thrown from his pony nens
Salmon and Elghth streets Friday afli-
¢rnoon and his leg was broken.

McCraken & Co. are putting an on
tirely mew floor Im thelr whar! at D
stroet,

Yesterday A. B. Richardson, the au
tioneer, sold lots 2 and 3, block Y,
for §$11,200; lots 1 and 4, block ¥, fo
$11,500; lots b and 8§, block Y, for §11
800,

Postmaster Raby has been notifisd
General Superintendent Bancroft, of the
rellway mall service, that ratlway pos
o P

tal clerks Captaln N, 8 Plerce,
Holloway, George N. Fawcett and W
W. Webster have been romoved. All

ara Grand Army men

Judgs Boiss has decided the mult of

the Oregon Pacific Rallroad Compansy
igainst G. W, Hunt in favor of
latter, the jury awarding him

243
John Roberts and John Sterrett kilied
A bear near airview that welghed 304

pounds

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregonlan of October 28, 1888

Captain Ankeny, HIll Benchy and
Tom Plke have arrived at The Dalle:
In pursult of Romain, Lowery, Pag:
and Howard, the nsupposed murderers
of Magruder and his party In the
Beaverhsand cocbuntry. They found the
birds had flown, probably to Portland,
whete they had ilkely taken tl
stenmer for San Hranclsco, 1t was the
intention of Captalpn Ankeny and parts
to pursua them unti! found. They are
thought to have realized from §do.
ond to $60,000 from thelr thres min
dors,

New York, Oct. 38.—General Shackl
ford, with oavalry, has driven the
rebels entirely out of Tennessee,

Noew York, Oct. 23.—The grand «
padition under Genoral Banks haas el
featod A lunding at Point Isabel with
the corpe under IFranklin. Tho su
vessful oocupation of P Isal wil
glve us possesslon of Brownsville

Loulsviile, Oot, 20, — Major-General
Grant has assumed command of the
armies of the Ohlo and the Cumber-
land. He laft for Nashwville this morn
ing to assume the direction of affal
at Chattanoogn. Ceneral Thomas tales
command of Rosocrans’ army.

The express and banking business of
Wellg-Fargo & Co. In this olty will

henceforth be (ransacted in their new
office In Cres's flreproof blogk,
of First and BStark streats

corne

The stage arrived at half past la
venlng, zalning neur 12 10ULS
schedule time

NO AID TO MORALS IS OBSERVIED

Andience Not lastruoted ar Arvoused hy
“The Lure

FORTLAND, 27.— (To the EJ

Itar.)—1 often nttend the thoeater,

Oct,

it

Just na often ri 1 the criticlsm of th
plays. Frequent my oplnlon and the
writer of the oerit n concur, but when
otherwise, 1 give specian] thought te
right o quallfly the judgment I have
formed.

I aaw the playing on Baturday of
"The Lure'” and read the coritle! i1
The Oregonlun Sunday, angd fior a
long time have I disugreed with your
critile ns to the wholesomenesa of the
play on the average mind and the r«
sults to follow.

You caoncede the audlence was mixed
A Inrge part of the atendance Wi
probably prompted to attend hv  the
sensational title, and galaciou
wording and acting accompanyin- 1
in which thelr expectationns wert
reallzed. Thizx snme body of thinkar:
are tomperamentaily the opes crowd
ing about & turmaoll on ths street and
seeing two men pum=—='ine saoh atliag
Though blood may flow and paln find
outlat In sereams, yel no one Inter
vones; but after the affray, comment |
mnde as to which was the greater hero
for the moment, and even p deslre e
pregsed to witness another hout, Thi
much for a part of the audlence.

The other half are shoocked at the
oUutrRganirs ~nfitlons prevalling, of
which they have a general knowledge
but te belleve thay are aron=sagd by this
play as on aducitional force and thors
by the ends could be reached even be
yvond that of 4 sermon, would Justlrs
our Boerd of BEducation o cronta o ape
cial couras In connection with out
cigenlo classes Tor tho eduention of our
young men and women on parallel
lines.

1 do not think this means of feaching
a moral uplift Is any more potantinl
than has proven the commandmont
from thes time of Moaes—"thou shalt
not ateal" Education at the hearth-
side and enforcement of laows will recti-

this shameful evil, but
READER,

{y to n degres
"“The Lure'” nevaer,

The World Moves

Did you aver stop to think what
amarvelous and ever - changing

stene of aotivity thls world ls—
what & wonderful kaleldoscople ple-
ture it prosents? Fven the com-
munity In which you live moves
rapldly—changing and changing as
ths ARYE come and go.

Where do you stand in the schema
of thinga? To what axtent are yvou

master of your own actlons? Are
you steering your own course or do
you drift along helpless In the great
current?

This newspaper is constantly help-
Ing those who are wllling and ready
to receive and profit by ite help, If
you have never done so boforg, Just
conslder separately and collettively
the vast and various llnes of activity
get forth In Its ndvertlsing columns,

Thon you cannog fall to renllze
whnt [t moans to ¥ou (o g0 about
your shopping and spending with a
fixed !den of what and where to buy,
pained from thy Informnatlion thun
Imparted

Where do you recelve the bent
rervieo and the best morchandise for
rour monay '—Adv,




