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THE MOTHER-IN-LAW OF POLITICS,

Concerning the public’s profound distrust
of state lswmakers, Governor O'Neal, of
Alabiama, recently sald: “In many of the
statos n zession of the Legisiature !s locked
on as something In the naturs of an unavoid-
abla p calamity. . . Not only Is
the convening of the Legisintura looksd for-
ward o with dread, but whila it 1o in ®es-
kot @ spirit of umrest prevails and an ad-

fournment 18 always halled with genulne re-

lint."
1 Legislatures
the

setion with
Throughout

the Inwmaking boly—as, fot
by preseribing that It should moeel
i two years—and then for a imit-
of anys The ergument for this,
ryco points out, was: “If the Legis-
latire mests It will pass bad tuws;”h-: us,
therefors, prevent It from meoiing.

Every mttempt !n improve the Legislature
ftily maXes |t worse, and that will sontinue
to be our experience until the lawmaking
bYody itself 1s thoroughly remodeled—iwith
greatly roduoced membership, probably with
onily one louse instead of two, and with
very frequent is not continuous sitting—
Saturday Evening Pest

The Legisiative session 13 the
mother-in-law of polities. It Is the batt
of every unoriginal, shallow-minded
jokesmith, just as is the worthy and
gonerally respected relative who =0
often gets Into the funny column. Oc-
caslonnlly & Leglalature la condemned
by politiclans who think the cry Is
popular; once in a while some corpor.
ation rightly brought to book by a new
siatute emlits a wnil and not infre-
quently the honest taxpayer squirms
under the burden of appropriations.
But the new implements of law-making
and law-reversing—tha initiative and
referendum—have established pretty
conclusively that such discontent with
YTagislatures nx exists 1s with real or
fancied omisslons, not commissions.

Many new laws are offered to the
people by the direct method, but few
jaws In comparison are challenged by
referendum. Moresover, but few of the

' 4nitiated laws are adopted, and thus It
I8 establlshed that a few small fac-
tions, each complaining that its own
particular hobby has not had proper
treatment in the Legislature, can give
f superficlal appearance of general
dlz¢ontent, which the majority prompt-
1y repudiates. Oregon offers a falr
example of the depth of reason béhind
the clamor for remodeling the Legis-
lature. The change Is urged here
perhaps with es strong Insistence as
anywhere. But it Is demanded by @
small group of persons who have al-
mosat uniformly falled to get favorable
action on their pet ideas, either by the
people or tha Legislature,

The last Legislative Assembly passed
894 laws. ' Were many of them bad?
Just four have been held up by an
easily-applied end wilde-open referen-
dum power. One of these referen-
dums has been Involed by special in-
terests swho are =0 fearful of public
condemnation that they conceal thair
jdentity; a gecond refersndum Is con-
demned by practically a united press
and people; a third iz the product of
coertaln officers who face & cut In sal-
ary, and the fourth, which concerns
sterilization, volces largely the cppo
sition of tha small element that is
anti-vacelnation. antl-viviseetion and
ant! sverything else that 1s preduective
or Indicative of progress in medical
selence.

Restrictions on Legislative =essions
were indeed established in the nine-
teenth century. Most of the states
wera admlitted to the Unlon In that
period. But ths restrictions, as a rule,
except In the plder states, always have
been in their constitutions, whera they
wera placed in the same spirit and for
the same reason that Leglslatures pre-
gcribe the places and length of sessions
of the state tax boards and other
legnlly-constituted bodles. The con-
stitution s the authority superior to
tha Legislaturs, Just as the Legislatura
i= the authority superior to the depart-
ments of its own creation. The session
restrictions on the Legislature are o
practicable gulde and a proper constl-
tutlonal formality, They no more in-
dicate general distrust of the Legisla.
ture than do other limltations on thse
powers of that body such as thosé
which prohibit the passage of ex-post
facto Iaws, statutes restricting free-
dom of speech, appropriations for re-
ligious purposes, spocial or local acts
or fix the salaries of tha lawmakers.

THE UNGRATEFUL BON.

Onece upon a time there wis a car-
penter—or maybe he was a black-
gmith or brickmason or lawyer—who
had a son. The father, during the
boy's younger years, gave him all the
benefits and protection of & comfort-
able home. But when as a youth, the
boy bezan earning money of his own,
the father sald:

U8on, I have provided for you dur-
ing & long perlod. Now that you ara
abla to pay your own wWay and are
still enjoying the protection and con-
venlences of my roof I think it but
fafr that you contributs to the ex-
penses of the housshold."

Whereupon the son exhibited great
griaf and anger. “You are fining me
for my Indusetry,” ha walled. “There
ought to be a law against it.”

We suspect that this ungrateful
¥outh Hved In Oregon City. At least

- the applioation of his argument to the
family affalrs of the community em-
anotes with great volume and regu-
larity from that eclty., Just now the
Oregon Clty Courler—which we tanke
pleasure In agaln saying Is the only
single tax newspaper (n Oregon which
has the courage of its convietlons—
applies the “fining Industry” {lloglc
to Mr, U'Ren's $1500 tax exemption
amandment.

Wa would be interested in learning
fust at what polint, In the opinion of
tha Covrler and other single-taxers,
Industry should cease to be “finad."”

Bays our neighbor:

To the worker, the Improver, the man
who malkes two biades of grass grow where
enly one hes growsn, this r:emmgm measurs
will Jossen his burden.

To ths praparty owner who does not work
er improve, the weéalthy clnia which has
made 1% pils, thess will have to pay the
exsmption from the workers

In other words industry up o a

[

p.'n:-eul restriction miter ¥To-|

certain polnot ought not to be taxed.
But whers {ndustry has beéen success-
ful in accumulating a “pile” it ought
to be doubly, trebly, or perhaps more
greatly taxed; industry should bie en-
vouraged up to & certaln stage, but
bavond that point it shounld be dis-
couraged. Where is the dividing line?

It our friend ean fix the dividing
lina, cen he show that the U'Ren
meas=ure will not invade the sacred
precincts of the leas industriona? He
cannot. Down among the little fel-
lows whe have personaity and Im-
provements of leas valus than 31500
there are bound to be many who
would pay more taxes under the op-
erations of such an exemption than
otherwiss. In short, the increass In
levy or viluation caused by the ex-
emption of property of their more
prosperous nelghbors would more
than offset what they seved by the
exemption. Idkewise on the other
slde of the $1500 mark will’ be many
who would throurh tax readjustments
piy more than before.

Nobody can now say at what de-
gresa of poverty the burden would
ceass to increase. Nobody can now
=2y at what degree of prosperity it
would begin Lo grow. Nobody can
now say Just what extent of ownership
of property would place a taxpaver In
the fortunate middle class. There are
no agtatistics, data or accurate meth-
ods of caleulation to determine the
exaot effect of thls measure. It is
no. wonder ta proponents resort to
the silly, inaccurate, misleading as-
sertfon thaes distribution of tha cost
of publie neeessities In proportion

19th | to what each mon owns is e fining of

industry,

Tnxes are not fines, They are
charges for value recelved. He who
would evnde these charges as he be-
comes able to pay them is an ungrate-
ful son of the commonwealth.

PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE.

A contemporary st Newberg, where
everybody and everything is at pesce
and wars are so remote as to dwell
only in the memory for the usea of
camplirs conversation, asks The Ore-
gonian what it would have dons If It
had been called upon to define and
declars a Natlonal policy for Mexico.
It i1s & falr enough question acd it
shall have a falr answer.

It would have supported, and would
not have abandoned, Ambassador Wil-
son in his herole work to pressrve
American lves In Mexlco and In hls
emphatic demands upon the Madero
and Huerta governments to respect
the American flag.

It would have treated with the de-
focto Mexican government, whatever
it was, and would not have permitted
Itself to be iInvolved In Mexican in-
ternal politicsa,

It would have recognized that the

logical alternative to fallure of an
Intrigue through a personal repre-
eentative Nke John Lind to unseat

ruerta and upset the Huerta regime
Is intervention, and It would have
been prepared for Intervention as an
ultimate If It had assumed any duty
whatever toward Mexico, beyond the
common external dutlea Imposed upon
all nations,

It would have recognized that Mex-
{eo is a semi-barbaric nation and that
the only language It understands and
will heed is force,

Prealdent Wilson and Beoretary
Bryan are learning the old lesson that
thas best way to avert war is to be
prepared for war or for summary ac-
tion.

A SPELLING CRUBADE

We avish Buperintendent Moore, of
Lans County, all ports of good luck
in his crusade for better spelling
without desiring to venture any heavy
stakes on the outcomes. Hlis plan Is to
hold “old-fashioned spelling bees” and
thus reawaken the Interest which our
forbears felt In sleve, bdelllum and
guu, with their numerous kin,

He has our blessing, but we cannot
refraln from recalling that the spell-
ing bes throve in a period when In-
tellectual Interests wera thin and
chill. As a change from ths church
soclable and kissing bee ne doubt it
was a genuine relaxation to *“choose
up and spall down,” but nowadays
this primitive pastime haa to compele
with the mopving pletures, the automo-
bile and the trip to the city on the
train and we canhot Suppress our ap-
préhensions that It may fall to hold
its own,

The spelling bee has been ravived
spasmodically of late In many places
and those who ganlvanize It into &
brief similitude of vitality always take
great pride In theé feat, as If they had
done something pralssworthy. Na
doubt they have, but It never lives
long, , It is like Milton’s “fairest flow-
er, no gooner blown but blighted."”

Mp. Moore complains thal there has
been a decay of the art of spelling
and ha 1s right., The practice of pho-
netle writing In the business colleges
has had something to do with this
sad lapse. Perhaps the Intrusion of
fads Uke agriculture and domastie
sclence into tha scholastiec preserve
has done more of the same cruel
work. Certain It is thar If thifgs
go on as they are now headed we
shiall soon be a Natlon of bad spellers,

Some changes In methods of teach-
ing may help stave off the catastro-
phe. Most of our svords from the
Latin and Greak are purely phonatle.
Let these bo classified by themselves
in the spelling book &nd by thelr side
set all the Anglo-S8axon words which
by some happy chance are spelled as
they ars probounced. In another part
of the book, an orthographlical rogues'
gallery, ecollect the monsters like gnu
and cough.

Before wa can ever hope to make
our childran good spellers we must
clearly separate the phonetle words
from the lawless mob of nondescripts,
This will make it posalble to study
the latter by themselves and commit
them to memory as pure symbols, just
as the Chinese do. They have some
80,000 of these barbarons rellcs. We
Imve not mecarly so many, but thers
Are qu}ts éenough and the task of
lenrning them must be honestly faced
before It can ever be mastered,

MISSING EBHIPS NOW FIW,

The rescue of the groat majority of
the Voiturno's passengers shows us
how mnearly Impossible It 1a in thease
doys of wirelass telegraphy for n ship
to remain missing with ail on board,
A ship must wander far from the greal
lanes of travel In order to gst out of
reach of communication with other
ships. Had the Volturno gone down
with all handa before the rescuing
fleet reached her, the wireless mes-
sages she had sent would still have
left & record of where and how she
perished. Friands and relatives would
have escaped that long agony of sus-
pense, of hope deferred, which would
have beon their fate had the ship been
merely reported missing, with no wire-
less to tell the story.

But instances are few whers the
wireless does not bring help In time,

The Volturno's cills brought ten great
ships to her slde, which sst calmly
about the work of rescue amid the
wild storm. The Carmania cailed for
oll to calm the waters and ths Narra-
gansett responded. The Carmania
then stood by to shleld the rescuers
and light their way, while bors car-
ried the survivors to other ships. Hx-
cept those who were stifled or burned 4
between decks, only thosa perished
who made the first frantic rush for
safety,

This disaster shows that the race of
eool, courageous seamen who look
deith In the face without blinking still
survives., Ships and thelr equipment
have changed since Columbus set forth
in his frail earavels, but the men who
safl them bribg Into play the same
high qualities of o0ld, those gqualities
which have made the sailor every boy's
hero, the seafaring life every boy's am-
bition, from the time of the hardy
Norsamen to the day of Dewey,

HISTORY IN FICTION.

Some more or less polnted critl-
clsma or Dr, 8, Welr Mitcheil's Civil
War novel, “Weslways," have induced
him to publish his opinlons on *“His-
tory in Flction.” They appear in the
New York Times" book review for
October 17, Naturally the question
of accuracy comes up for discussion.
Is a novelist bound to state historie
facts us they are or may he manipu-
Into them to sult the exigencies of his
story? Some of Dr. Milchell's coritica
took him to task for Inaccuracles he
had not commitred, He related events
which scvemed so Improbable that an
oecasionil reader supposed they must
have been Invented. As n matter of
fact they were, asg ths novellst tells
us, as faithful as possible to fact. The
raader, however learned he may be, is
not always {n a position to say wheth.
er a writer of historical fiction is tell-
ing the truth or not. The wisest of
us must confess, In our humbler mo-
ments, that our knowledge has
bounds. In narrating the great "scaf-
fold" events of history it seems as If
a novellst is under obligations to tell
the truth, or at least not to depart
from it very far. He may not report
that the Perslans won the victory at
Salamis, nor that the British got sofe-
ly away from Yorktown.

Why a novellst may not misrepre-
sent events of this magnitude 1s a de-
batable guestion. Certalnly it is not
because he may mislead his readers
A ‘work of art In any mode is not to
be condemned merely because it gives
us fal=sé information. It I8 our busl-
ness not to permit ourselves to be
beguiled in this manner. The funda-
mental purpose of art is not to fill our
minds with facts. The real rea=zon
why a novalist ought to be falrly ao-
curate about the central cvents of his-
tory Is not moral at all, probably, but
technleal. If Dr. 8, Welr Mitchell, in
writing about the Revolution, should
describe the British as winners at
Saratoga he would destroy the wverl-
similitude of his story. The first task
of the novelist, as of every other rep-
Tesentative artlst, is to create an {l-
luslon of reality. He makes this im-
possible when he tells things which
too flatly contradict the reader's
knowledge. With this proviso it does
not appear to make-much difference
how Inaccurate & novellst or play-
wright may be In regard to history,
geography or sclence. As long as he
makes an impression of truth and re-
ality his purpose 15 fulfflled. Shaka-
Epeare, for Instance, was accurnte in
& peneral way In dramatizing the
Wars of the Rosea, but in minor par-
ticulars his pages swarm with errors,
eome of them wilful, some lgnorant.
As everybody knows, he was royally
careiess aboul geography and ar-
ranged minor mattera in history to
sult his own fancy. It was a dlistres-
sing blunder tc make ons of the char-
acters in  “Troilus and Cressida"
quote Aristotle, who flourished a good
thousand years after the siege of Troy
in which the scena of the play is sit-
uated, but who cares?

As long as a novel is Interesting
we do not bellave It makes an lota
of difference whether it i{s historically
acourinte In minor matters or not, It
cannot be interesting If It blunder too
egregiously, but that is about the only
limit thére sceins to be to an author's
ltherty. No ¢ bt the tremendous
paing which mauy suthors take to at-
tain historical accuracy s wasted as
far as the art and interest of their
storiés are concerned. Charles Reade
labored so dlllgently on “The Clolster
and the Hearth” that he made It &
pretty reliable textbook on the period
of Erssmus, but, as Dr, Mitchell
sagoely obeorves, he did not make It
deéepiy ihteresting. TFlaubert's *“'SBa-
laambo,” which makes {ts own history
ns it does Its love, lg Incomparably
more entertuining to the reader. In
the drama, as weé have seen, historical
accuracy adds nothing to the value of
& play and {naceuracy detracts noth-
Ing. Two highly interesting drama-
tista have writlén plays of “Julius
Caesar,"” Shakespears and George Ber-
nard B8haw, Nelther of them ook
much pains to be neccurate. Shaw,
Indeed, flouts accuracy with jeering
scorn. His Caesar Is an up-to-date
agnostie and for that reason he s
fascinating to the modern mind.
Bhakespeare does not make the mighty
Jullus very entertaining. Pérhaps Fa-
versham is right In staging the char-
acter a5 a world-weary old an who
would moon have passed t0 his ac-
eount In the natural course of things
even If the conspiralors had spared
him. But in the play Bhakespsare
Introduces one or two scehes which
are not only historically Imposaible,
but positively absurd. ‘The hand-
washing In Caesar's blood ls a good
exgmple. The conspirators on the
stage first do an utterly unnatural
thing which never happéned, and
then, to cap the cllmax, Brutus and
Cesca cannot refrain from ranting
over It "How many agea Henoce”
cries Casca, “shall this our lofty scene
bes acted o'er, In &tatées unborn and ac-
cents yet unknown!|"

The alm of a historieal novellst Ia to
produce the general feellng and at-
mosphere of mn age rather than to
narrats itg particular evenis accurate-
ly. 1t 1s said that Thackeray's “Es-
mond” violates the facts of history
audaclously, but few critics avould
deny It & hilgh rank ns a plece of fle-
tlon. Some say It 18 the best histori-
cal novel in English in apite of Its
little arrors. As a collector of loecal
balads and reliez Sir Walter Scott
acquired a certaln habit of accuracy.
but He never obtrudes It. In stories
llke “Kenilworth" and “Ivanhoe” he
uses events In a free and easy man-
ner which Shakespeare himsel? might
admire. None of the great arts s
imitative. They all try more or less
assidously to represent the world, but
they choose thelr own means to ef-
fect thelr end. Very often art comes
nearest to representative truth when
it departs farthest from Iimitative fi-
delity. The novellst who makes too
much of historios]l accuracy merely
imitates, he does not create. And his

wearisome, €ince it has neither the
wide, freedom of unhampered genius
nor tha weighty judgment of the his-
torian. :

However painful to himself William
B. Greene's experience may have been,
it bas sattled a disputed point in
natural science, For a long time
many authoritlies have denied that a
shock could turn a person’s halr
white In 24 hours or such a matter
and ecores of thrilling pages in popu-
lar novels have been discredited, But
Mr. Greene's hair did whiten In two
days, which comes to much the same
thing asf one day, and we may return
to our novelists avith renewed faith
in thelr sclentific accuracy.

With her admission to the United
States Mra. Pankhurst loses all her
terrors. If she obeys the law she will
be humorously interesting but not of
serious consequence. If she hreaks
the law she will be punished like any
other peérson. What could be more
sensible? Denied entrance, she would
have flown shrieking across the At-
lantic and all the world would have
been disturbed. Some would have
sdafd, “What a shamea!" others, “How
just!” but all would have snickered.

The New York Herald sugzests that
President Wilson invite the powers to
a conference to devise means of pa-
clfying Mexico through American In-
strumentality, It saya this svould con-
vince the wagld that the United Stoates
has no territOrial or other designs on
Mexico. But suppose the conferance
were to declde that we should inter-
vene after Mr. Wilson hns declared
that intervention Is out of the ques-
tion.

Forfy survivors of the Chicago fire
department of 1871 gathered to com-
memorate the great fire of that year.
The Chicago Inter-Ocean makes the
event the occaslon for a lecture on
the groaot waste by fire and spggests
that Chicago observe the anniversary
by leading In Imparting education in
fire prevention.

Representative Fitzgerald {8 a good
Democrat In YWashington uand, 8BS
chairman of the appropriations com-
mittea, co-operates with Presldent
Wilson; he 13 a good Tammany man Inh
New TYork and denounces President
Wilson. His New York speech may
make trouble for him In Washington.

Confession of an aged clalrvoyant
in Chlongo, &s wwell as frequent ex-
posure of this kind of fraud, might, It
would seem, deter the gullible; but
the man or woman determined to ob-
tain & good thing In an easy way al-
ways will be prey of the schemers,

Yuan Bhl Kal knows how to sup-
pres=s & rebelllon, gét himself regularly
elected President and obtaln recogni-
tion from the great powera Why
not turn over the Mexican job to him?
But no, his method of restoring order
fs coarse mnd brutal; he might shoot
somebody,

If there are degrees of badnass In
white slavery, the man glven ten years
by Judge Bean yesterday possesses all.
When hls time expires he will be de-
ported and it s safs to say never will
try to return.

Lord Northeliffe thinks the 40,000
people who saw one of Lhe champlon-
ship ball games in New York were not
much of a crowd, but the New York
World tries to Impress him with the
amount of the gate recelptis,

Great Britain has been edvised that
we are displeased with her displeasure
at our Mexican polley. No doubt the
English will be displeased to learn
that we are displeased with their dis-
pleasure.

The inventor of cold storage dled
yvestarday In ablect poverty at Parls
with a retord which suggests he en-
ters on wonderful new fields for his
Inventive genius

However, slnce the Kalser says he
will keep right on bullding warships,
the rest of the world can only hope
that he will concentrate on the dirigi-
ble kind,

Huerta may become an #laventh-
hour candidate for President. That
chap Hes awake nlghts thinking up
new ways to please the United Btates.

State Health Officer White would
put an end to senile state wards to
save expense. Eceohomlical, perhaps,
but the human race still has a heart.

——— .

The statement that tons of bad
meat are sold In thls city Is not star-
tilng news. It la to disgulss such
atuff that the antree was deviaed,

Meaxicains show no Interest in the
coming election. Why should they
when no act of thelrs could change
the slated result?

Chicago, tha =econd city of the re-
publie and boasting of progressive-
ness, |s stlll worrylng esbout disposal
of its gardage.

Mrs, Pankhurst sald that If she
were sent back it would be to her
death. Was that a thresat or a prom-
1567

William of Germany kiowa he can-
not congquer the sarth, but he has de-
slgns on the waters and the ailr.

A New Jersey variety of apple has
bean named after President Wilson,
We trust It Isn't a crabapple.

Winter approaches the East. We've
gaen nothing susggestive of its advent
in this vicinity as yet.

Woi&en‘a hitts are to ba stranger
than ever, say thas fashlon arbiters,
Call in an allenlst!

ﬂ

But svhat does Bryan think of such
a dangerous rival in the platform fleld
as Mrs. Pankhurst?

Henry Lane Wilson says he has
doubts ebout Bryan as a diplomat., Boe
have many others,

In addition to high meat it appears
that we have been buying & great deal
of tainted meat

policeman was

A Washington
Was it a

eaught In & burgiar trap.
mistake?

The crow has been painted too
black, according to Govérnment re-

ports.

l

Macaronl hes dropped 2 cents a
pound. Two cartlosds maks & pound;

l

Repair ths storm cellarss Irs.

Imitation ls only too Ukely to be|Pankhurst’s loose

WHY TAX EXEMPTION IS UNFAIR

Assesaments Vary -Widely In Countles,
Says Corvallls Writer.
CORVALLIS, Oct. 18—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Thers, are arguments both ways
in regard to the propossd amendment
to nbsolve from taxatlon $1500. The
grand nargument of Its sdvocates I=
that much aperty now escapes taxa-
tion, and herefore If -you allow
this !mmunity from taxatlon up
to §1500 you wmuat cutch these
tax dodgers, for they will then have
to be found, and *“shell out” Other-
wise there will be no ons to pay the
taxes. And taxes are ss cerialn as

death.

If all property were asseszsed mat
its trus cash valus, as the statute pro-
vides, then there would not be much
in thelr grand argument, for the tax
collector would Lthen cateh the right-
ful proportion of all the property In
his net, but such is not the cuse. With-
out making comparisons, I could name

one county where the nasessments
fall about 25 per cent of the cash
valne, andther where thoy coma Lo

about 96 per cent of thelr cnsh value—
and along down the Hne, all per cents,
within the BState of COregon. *“Bun"
says the Assewsor, “who can tell what
Is the ecash value? To you It menns
ons amount and to me It means quite
another amount.” Right there our as.
Spssmont laws are wedk.

in some Eastern statea the villues
are fixed usually avery fve yenrs by A
board of nppraisers and the Assesspr
llsts the property under thesa valua-
tions, That stmpiifya his work, and s
much batter than an arbltrary vaelua-
tion by thres or four doxen different
men all looking at property from thelr
own point of view, and no two agree-

ing. Some of these Asssashors look, for
Instance on Inflated valuew as un-
rengonable, and nescexs on the earning

Othera lock at

capacity of the land.
an occasional

the value measured by
sale.

A sale, for Instance, of a Tarm,
highly cultivatad,- well Improved, and
up to date, good lociation and every
thing to make It desirable, our
and eguable climate,
lowa or Dakota, who has been frozen
oul, establishes & valus for some As-
sedsors In the whole nelghborhood of
that land, but a= a mailter of fact It
will be & long time befors the Iand
yields an amount of |ncome commen-
surate with the purchase price. One
reason 1 that a man from thosa cold
stutes wants a mild climate, and Is
willing to pay for it. e pays, but
you cannot assess climate. Yet that
is exactly what ls done when the As-
sesgor values all the land on the
basla of a favorable sale,

Every man who lives under our
aystem gotzs his share of the benofits.
The poorer the man the larger In pro-
portion his share of benents, for he
geots to the Inst tent the full benefit
of all the laws., No man so poor but
what the law reaches <down to him and
gives him &all that it gives to any ons,
no matter how rich! Then why exempt
him from his shurs of this burden?

The bulk of the properly As nsseased
1z Individually below 31500 and 1t
would be wholly wrong to insist upon
an exemption of thitt amount and thrust
this tax burden on the rich alone,
they would have it to pay, If the ex-
emption is allowed. If they got the
entire beneflts from the results of the
tuxntion, It might bs another thing;
there might then be more In their
argument; but, indeed, they do not get
the entire beneflts. As a rule they do
not get the mame share of bhenafit the
poorer citizen gets, becnusa they are
able, end quite frequently pay per-
sonnlly for beénefits which the law glves
o the poorer min. They do not have
to do so, but they oflen prefer to puy
the price and get the benefit some
othar way, and just that far there is

more for avery one else.
J. H. WILSON.

SOME REASONS FOR VOTING YES

Referendums This Year Are Producta
of Specinl, Selfish Interests.

DALLAS, Or, Oc¢t. 10,—(To the Edi-
tor.)—A few acts of the last Legisin-
tura have been raferred to the people
and I think every voter should wvote
“Yes” for moveral reasons:

The Intentlon of the referendum is
to give the peéopls a velo power on
lagisiation, primarially boss-procured
legisiation, That class of legislation
is generally fraudulent or s put
through in gome apecial interest

There (8 no woudbt that many of the
namés on referpndum politlons are
fraudulent dnd to vote *No" la to
oncourage frauds.

It costs money to get referendum
petitions. Some one must put up the
money.. S3omsé one must therefore have a
Bpecinl [nterest in defeating the laws
teferfed. 8o to vorte "yes' is to vote
for gome Special Interest

Take the County Attorney bill: If
if passes It will cost the state §103 n
year more than the present system
costs—an mere mnothing. It hss cost
the stata mora for the references of
that law to the people than the law it.
self would, vost in five yeara, Who
got up Ltha referondum on It and why?
if it Is an honest matter let some one
come out Iln the open. BState who Is
backing him and who put up thsa
money for circulating petitions

The appropriation for the university
Is reasonable and needed, the sponsors
of the Institution were taught a whole-
soma lesson, and now, since what is
gsked Is Just, 1t ought to be voted

Who Is back of the fight on the
workingmen's compensation act and
why? Come out In the open, gentle-
men, and Jet us know who ypou are
and what you want and why.

When relerenduma have been had
haretofors the movement has heen in
the open, but the tovert manner of
the present referendum should condém
It. Bo everybody should vote “Yes' A
few lersons In condemnntion of specin)
Interest feferandums  will cure ths
curse, GLEN O. HOLMAN.,

Autuemn Anacreontic
By Dean Colllns.

I tuns my lyre .
And I cut looss

Some words of fire
And verve and julee;

1 write a rhyme

To Autumn time,
Anacrecntlc sa thes deuce.

The chestnutd fall;
The leaves are goldp
The gardens all
Are nipped with cold; 5
And pumpkina lle—
Potential ple—
Among the rustling cornstalks old

In groaning preass
The apples cracle,
Predicting mess
Of applajack—
Whan clder new
Has ‘gan to brew—
To throw our feason off the track.

The purpls pruna .
From orchards new
Is drisd aftsoon
And seasoned through.
M!d wild carguse
The boarding-house
Shall great it oft within o stew.

The swina ls slain;
The cleaver clinks;
With ruddy staln
Through pork It sinke;
And lard Is tried
And hams are dried
And sausages are strung in links.
Hall to the Fall,
When Summer heat
Is vanished all,
And [arms, replets
With harvest store,
Propnre oncé more
| The dope a fellow likes to eat,

mild |
to a man from |

for

AUTHOR OF NEW LAW DEFENDS IT.

Sterllizntion & Benign and Harmiess
Treatwent of Undesirnbles.

WARRENTON, Or., Oct. 19.—{(To the
Editor.)—I1 was booked to speak at the
Political Sclence Clab on October 14 on
sterilization, I wish now to nssure the
public that It was and Ils one of the
groatest rogrets of my life that I could
not keep that engagement Four days
before [ was thrown from a wagon and
suffered a severe Injury. ] am making
a rap!d recovery and will soon be my-
self again, 1 especially regret this
misfortune, as I see that Mrs, Little
addressad the club aguinst stertlization.
I should have been plensed to have dis-
cussed sterilization with Mrs Little or
any other person from the platform, |
hiave seen Mra,
opposing sterilization and eailling it a
“yicious" measure, but as yet I have
not seen one argument which she has
put forth.

Sterilization s 1ittle understood and
many will vote against tha bill hellev-
Ing it to be & harsh and Inhuman meaag-
Fure, when In reality there could be no
mdre humana remedy for the protec-
tion of the unborn children and for
the purification and perpotuation of
our nation. BSenator Day sald when he
voted for my bill: *“"This wlll can hurt
no one, therefors I vote yes"

It iz shown by statistics that {nsan-
ity 15 increasing 2 per cent faster than
the population of our country, It was
clalmed by a physician who addressed
a meating called by the prominent men
af sclence ta discuss the =zoclal evil
question that 60 per cent of all the
boy¥a and men of the Unlted States were
afflicted with venereal diseases. Is not
that enough to make the people stop
and reflect? YWhera will we stand 100
years from now I these terribls condl-
tions ares not changed?

In 1607, when I barsly succeeded In
Eetting my bill Introdoced In the Houss
by four YBrave young men, It wnaa
grested with rcoarse laughter and
coarser jesta, What wonderful changes
have d¢ome during those few short
veara! Starilization hag arcused the
thinking people to thought and action.
| They are reaching out in al] directions
to find mothods to check the evils that
sars threatening our natlion. Steriliza-
tion stands at the haad. It Is radies!,
for It outs off the ocontaminationg
source and the pronagating source of
the undssirable. It isx benign and It I8
harmless. The peopie may veto it, as
d4ld Governor Chamberinin in 1909, but
they cannot kil It “for It will come
forth with renewed strength as It did
bhafore, In tima 1t will ba acknowl-
edged to be the saving factor of thils
great problem,

DR, OWENS-ADAIR

PUBLIC DUTY TOWARD DEFECTIVES

Stndy of Causes, Not Avoldance of
Froblem, Is True Course.
PORTLAND, 0Oct. 20,—(To the BEAl-

tor.)—In The Oregonian this morning
Is an mrticle headed “Whits Would Kill
Insane.” TYou quote from Dr. Calvin
B. White's addresa on “Commercial
Waste; Its Cause and Cure' by BAYy-
Ing: *One-third of Oregon's taxea Fo
for the keop of those who nre mentally
doetleient, Insans, {nocorrigible or crime-
inal. Thia burden ls gronter than the
people should bear.” I wish to take a
most emphatic Issue with this sinte-
mant. The burden Is not greatar than
the people should hear. COne of Lhe oh.
jects of human asoclety la the Intalli-
gent and loyal care of the defectives
It In by & study of such care and treat-
ment, the use of norma] Intelligence
an agalnst the srratic and mentally de-
flclent that soclety has any hope of
emancipation from the defective, the
eccentrio and the erlmina)l or Incor-
rigiblie, Buoh emancipation ap society
enjoys {oday from the slavery of Igne-
roence, deflclenoy and (neorrigibliity
has come, not by avoiding the |msues
oocasioned by these characterlstics, but
by meeting them. It would be an im-
porsaibllity to shift this responsibility,
Boulety must bear (t and It should do
po. Character 18 not measured in dol-
lara and cents,

To quote further, this articls says:
*1 heliave that the painless dolng awny
with tha unfortunates who are Incur-
able would be n good actlon,™ Epecial-
Ists of nl) kinda and charaoter Alffer
as to what 1& the matter with the sicl.
Allenists are no exception, In fact It
is strikingly trie that allepists at pub-

lle trials are llned up against esach
other, doubtiesa honestly, on much
leas grave lssuep than that aa to

whether or not 8 human belhg should
ba harmlessly killed. " The only way
for soclety to handie its problema of
mental and phyeical dellnquency s to
face them, meet them and master them.
Thia Is one reason that we have for
organized soclety with officlals to en-
forca the laws and help protect the un-
fortunatos.

LEON WILLET HYDHR M. D.

Topical Verse

Reoad te Wenlth,
The men who svery Ume they ahave
At home, fiftesn cenlimen save,
Can soon put lots of wealth nway
By shaving several times a dny.
—Mllwaukes News.
——————
The Creaking Board.
When down the hall
You softly creep
And fear to wake
Some poul from sleep,
It nlways baps
Ere you have scored
You atep upon
A creaklng beoard,

When parties bulld
Their piatforms surs =
That candidates
May run securs,
Desplts all ciare
They may afford
8Bome plank will prove
A crenking board.
—McLandburgh Wlilson in New TYork
Sun,
—p s
Why Cake Fell Fint
The caks she made looked fine enough
To Justify her pride,
But when we came to ent the aturf
We protty nearly dled!
Bhe nald she could not ¢ompreahand
whhit troubles there éould be,
She'd followed ¢losely to Ltho end
The cook-book recipe.

Il eertainly seemod strange the cake
Bhould turn out such & moess,
LUnlers she mads some ad mistake
liespita her carefulness.
The bhook proved such the truth to be
Iisvond the slightest doube
For from the simple recipe
Bix pagei ware torn out.
—Pucl,
———————
The Wind and the Sun,
Bad, O sad, are the wind and the raln,
Walling, sobbing, togather;
With a stormy outcry and low refraln,
Volcing the cry of an age-long pain,
In the wild Autumn westher.

But the wind and the sun are comrades

Eay.
Racing, laughing together;
They call from the hilltops, "“"Wayl
Make way!"”
They flaunt the banners of golden day
In the blue Autumn weather,

There ara flowing tides on the deep
hillsides.

Where the wind-rlot passes;

And the shadows change as the white
clouds rRnge.

And the great trees bend llke grasaca,

Tho brave old world seeams made anew:

The songs of youth and hope ring true

In tha clear Autumn weather;.

When the red leaves dance, and the

full streams run,

And those comrades gay, the wind and

the sun,

Go racing and laughing together—

Blowing and ghining together,

| Marion C. Smith in Youth's Companton.

Littls referred to n=|

Twenty-five Years Ago

From The Oregonian of Oclober 21, 1RSS

Washington, Oct 20.—Msjor J. W.
Powell, cliief of the geologioal gurvey,
and his ataff are preparing ror the
survey of arid lands with a view to
thelr irrigation.

Mra, Pollard lestured on her syntem
of primary instruclion to the teachers
of Portland and Xast Portland yestesr-
day.

It waa the Intention to resume the
holding of mervic in the addition to
the Taylor-Stre AMethodist al

Church thls morning, but the op 1
hag been postponed till next Su .
when Rev. C, €. Btratton, formerly
pastor, wlill preach.

A lodga of the Unlted Endowment
Asnsocintes has been instituted hore by
P. 8§ Howiand,

A movement is on foot among loci
Repubilicans to formually welcomn Ser

ator Dolph on his return from Wash-
ington.

]
i

I. M. Sargent, & merchant of Mitchall,

Crook County, came to the city on
Friday, He voted for Willlam Henry
Harrlson in 1840,

B, J. Jeffrey siys he will ba the best-
dressed man In Portland after tha elac-
tlan. Ha has no less thaa seven sulis
of glothea and an overcont not to men-
tion hats, wagered upon Cleveland's
succeoding himsalf,

An entertalnment {s to be given for
the banefit of the Portland Women's
Unlon nt the tabernacle next Wednes-
day.
prepared a pleasing programmo.

Secretary of Btata George W. Me-
Bride was at the 8L Charles yeaterday.

John R, Brigham, late of Brigham
& Waeeks, loft yenterdny for San Fran-
clsco, whara he will visit his old friend
and ex-Portlander, Orin Joynt

Albany, Or, Oct 20.—Hon. R. Mo-
Clean, Republican nominee for Presi-
dential elactor, addressad an enthusias-
tic meoting thias evening.

A large nudlence gathered In Hall &
Stott's hall iast evening to hear Hon.
George H, Williams' addresa on the
political situstion,

The trustees of Grace Msthodist
Hpiscopn] Church yesterday signed con-
tracts for thelr new church bullding at
Tanth and Taylor strests,

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregoulan of October 21, 1803,

The steamer B D. Baker, while on
her way hence o Oregon Clty day be-
fors yeaterday, got aground on the
Clackambhs Raplds and was unhable to
got off without discharging a portion
of har freight. The steamer Skadaddle
went to her rellef,
td

Irowns

of.

Willlam T, Templeton, of
villa Linn Coun hang left st this
flea & specimen of hls crop Bt tobacco,
which iIs pronounced a supsrior article,
ils erop of ten acrea® wil) yield from
800 to 500 pounds per acra

Washington, Oct. 13.—~The rebels
have abandoned the llna of the Rapldan
and retrested southward.

Fortreas Monros, Oct
stonmer (ircrssian, from
Key West and Charleston Bar, has ar-
rived. 8he reports that thers was to
ha & combined Army pnd Navy attack
on Charleston Q¢tober 12.

Washington, Oct, 12. — Information
from the front says General Meade's
Army has fallen hack to Rappabkannock,
foilowed by Lae¢'s Army, In great force,

10, — The
Pensncoln,

When our forces were all acrosg the
Rappahannock, tha anomy cima
agilnat Buford and drove him morosas
the river and forced him back to Rap-
pahannock Station

Washington, Oct 1{. — Mends has
fallan back to the nelkhborhoed of
Marnassas Plains Lee's whole Army
has c¢rogsed thsa Rappahannook, and
vestetday wag preasing hls rear.

We have In our midst a band of
systematic and daring burgiara, Thelr
operaitions are not conflned to this city,
but extend to Oregon Clty and Van-
couver. At the Iatter plnce they en-
terad, the room of Mr. Kyler, nbatract-
Ing from a trunk 3300, About the sames
timé the apartments of Captaln Peara
at Oregon Clty wers enterad and a
quantity of Masonla Jswalry stolen.

A keg of sxcellent elder was rollad
into our compositlion room yesterday
| by John JFowall

B e =T — AT
The Shoeking of Mr. Rooscvelt.
Hansan Clity Timen
This is the verbatim report of A re~

cent conversition betweaen Colane!
Thaodorae Roosovelt and one of hia
warmaest admirera,. The admirer s o

newapaper man, who haa reported soma
hundrads of the Colonel's spstchen
They were In mild and harmiesa lalk
tha other day, when the newspaper
man felt an impulss for candor burning
within him.

*Do you know, Colonel,” sald he, “1
have often found a great similarity be-
tweoen you and Colonel BryanT™

The Roonevelt teeth snapped within
an inch of bils Jugular,

“In what way ' the Colonel Ademand-
ed, angrily. “What do you mean?™

The newegpaper man became panleky.
Hs fell around for words,

“Ah," he sald, "in the way YoU-—anrn—
manage your avdiences, you know. Sort
of light and shade, ¥ou Know—humor
anfl—er — sincerity — and—er—=all that
sort of thing.”

Culonel HRoosevelt's taeth clicked
aguin

“You are a misarable judge of men”
sald he

Then the conversation came to a com=
plete and hopsless end.

Tw Young te Emolke.
Pannaylvanin Punch Bowl
Kid—How old la that lamp, Ma? Ma—
Oh, about three yoars. Kid—Turn 1%

down. It's too young to smoke,

Keep the Store

Window Busy

Mr. Merchant, how many of the
Nationally-known products on vour
shelveny Are ndvertised by the manu-
facturersa of thess products in thé
columng of The Oregoninn?

Two? Elx? A dozen? Or mors?

Look over your stock sfter busi-
ness hours or before the morning
rush begins,

It wlll pay you to know, hecauss
you e¢nn double or treble your busl-
ness In these products If you will
bring- them together In & wWindow
dlsplay once in mo often.

The advertising In The Oregoninn
done by the manufacturers ls creat-
Ing & steady demand for these prod-
uets, Yon must remind the publie
of the fact that you have tha articles
in stoelk

If you are not advertlsing your
atore and all the advertised things
you sell in the eolumns of The Ore-

gonian, you nrae missing many op-
portunities to make money. But
whether you advertlss In The Ore-

onlan or not, you can taks advan-
tage of the NMationa! advertising we
carry if you will bring the adver-
tised goods In your establishmont
out Into ths light—aAdv,

Messrs, Visscher and Taylor have,




