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AS JUDGED BY THEIR FRUITS.

Balisf is exprassed by George Ken-
nan in the North American Review
that direct legislative methods afford
as many opportunities for froud as the
old did and that the bosses will manip-
ulats tha new machinery to their own
wdvantage, as they used the old. We
have had enough experience of the
Oregon system to De able to judge
whether this is true. We have had a
lttie cligue headed by & self-appolnted
lawmaker trying to secure the adop-
tion of Initinted laws, and other
cliqgues have tried to defeat laws by
means of the referendum. Have thase
bosses succeeded in their attempis at
manipulation?

The people have been qulck to see
through the deslgns of men who triad
to turn the government and the tax
system of the State Inslde out and
have rejected their blils one after an-
other. The frands by which the refer.
endum has been Inveked have been
exposed and the perpetrators huve
been folled and some of them pun-
fahed. The Oregon system, though not
yet perfect, requires that eavery step in
lawmaking be taken in the widest
publicity, and the people are quick lo
detect an attempt to *“‘put one oOver
on them.

Mr. Kennan recalls predictions that
the people would undertake to decide
only fundamental questions by direct
legislation, leaving complex and tech-
nical questions to the Legialature. He
says that of the sixty-four questions
submitted to the people of Oregon
since the adoption of direct popular
government only twenty-nine can posa-
sibly be classed ns tundamental. Prob-
ably so, but how many of the complex
and technieal bills submlitted were
adopted? That is the real test. The
people at the last election showed an
fnereasing disposition to vote down
bills deallng with such questions. A
particular example is the “blue sky"
bill. The people rejectad the one sub-
mittad under the imitiative but that
fact 414 not deter the Legislature from
adopting one which has met genersl
approval and against which the refer-
endum was not invoked. As the peo-
ple become accustomed to use the
new machinery they show increasing
discrimination between subjects on
which they can well vote directly and
subjects which are better left to the
Legislanture. The good quality of the
work done by the present Legislature,
if sustained by future Legislatures,
will Increass this disposition, for con-
fidence In thelr lawmakers, which was
greatly !mpaired by boss rule, is grad-

studiops Senators and ancther body ef
anxious writers,

The man who wishes (o prevent
confirmation of any llterary man's ap-
pointment, mindful of the saying:
“0Oh! that mine enemy would avrite &
book,” will hereafter sesrch through
the pages of the appointes's writings
end pounce eagerly on any passages
which may arouse the prejodices of a
Benator. - Oplnlons to which a man
may have Irrevocably commitied him-
self in cold type years ago, when he
was struggling - upward with no
thought of polftical prefermeant, will
rise up to plague him. President Wil-
son knows how this is, for his writ-
ings have been guoted to warn voters
awey from him mnd to prove how far
he {s departing from the convictlons
he once cherished,

Some of the literary would-be diplo-
mate would fain recant the opinlons
they rashly expressed In their frre-
sponsible moments, when thought was
transfarred freely to paper without
heed of future consequences. They
will be inclined to remind Senators
that such-and-such & book was writ-
ten im  thelr early, {ll-informed
twentles and must not be taken to ex-
press the riper fudgment of thelr
forties and fifties,

AIDING THE TECHNICAL LAWYER.

Part of the responsibility for the
disgraceful controversy over the ex-
ecutive office In New York rests on
the framers of the 1554 constitution.
An evil genius seems to beset not only
constitutional conventions but ordi-
nary legislative bodles In cholce of
phraseology. Thelr lack of directness
provides work for the lawyers but has
unhappy effect upon the state and
people.

In the section dealing directly with
Impeachment the New TYork consti-
utlon Is plain and certaln. It provides
it no judicial officer shall exercise
his office "“after articles of lmpeach-
ment have been preferred agalnst
him to the Senate until he shall have
beenn noquitted” But the effect of
Impeachment of the Governor is pro-
vided for in another aection. That sec-
tion provides that "“in case of the Im-
peachment of the Governor or his re-
moval from office - the pow-
ers and duties of the office shall de-
volve upon the Lleutenant-Governor.”

It was just as easy to provide an
uneguivocal statute in one place as
the other. But was not done and
Governor Sulzer insists that by ““Im-
peachment” of the Govarnor Ils meant
his removal from office by impeach-
ment—ithat preferring of articles of
impeachment does not in iiself dis-
qualify him,

It is a strained argument, to be
sure, and he also disputes the entire
legality of the legislative action, but
why should there have been left In
the copstitution a possible peoint of
coptroversy when the framers in an-
other section were 2able to express
themselves so definitely? A Iarge
part of our legislation is founded on
just such Inefficiencles on the part of
the lawmakers

E

NEGLECTED DUTY.

We are inclined to weigh the merits
of the recall movement in Clackamas
County more by the size of the total
vota than the result. The scant con-
sideration shown the election by the
voters gives the recall the marks of
a bolstered issue, and offers welght to
the charge that in calling the election
personal grievances and factional con-
troversies were the strongest motives.

The result is that two county offi-
cers are removed by ahout 18 per cent
of the voters In a close election, and
anly one-third of the electora have
given Judgment. 1t iz reported that
there is surprize over the result, Prob-
ably the most a=tonished are they who
di{d not go to the polis. It la & com-

ually being restored.

Direct legislation ls a rational out-|
growth of modern conditions. In|
former times the people of one com-
munity knew little of the affalrs
of another community in the same|
stite that as a body they were Incapa-
ble of judging schat was the best for
each and all. Action through repre-
sentatives, who could meet and ex-|
change information, was the natural |
consequence. In these days of rapid
communieation and widespread infor-
mation the people of a whole siate are
competent to deal directly with many
questions, for the pecple of Portland,
for example, know #s much of what
iz going on in Malheur County as they
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formerly knew of events in BEastern
Multnomah.
“What we need.” says Mr. Kennan,

“ig not new political machinery, but a
nation of good citizens, who will de-
vote themselves raithfolly and oon.
sclentlously to the duty of c¢hoosing
.gmvd represzentatives.” Tndoubtedly
se need good cltizens, for the higher
the standard of our citizenship the
better will any form of government
be econducted, and without good citi-
zens the best machinery will not pro-
duce good government. But we nes
new machinery, by which the good cl
fzens may make their power directly |
fel instead letting It trickle |
through a number of channels in
which much of it will be lost. i

We have now an opportunity to |
compars the results of the two I:‘z-l

£ of

teme in two states on opposits sides
of the continent, Oregon has & gov-
ernment recognizing its responsibility
to the peopls and has progressive laws
which reflect the will of the
and contribute to the welfare of all
New York has a disgraceful contest
for the Governorship between the
most corrupt political machine in the
country and a man who, ostensibly
working In the interest of the people,
has been proved of such low meral|
flbre that those who were fc-rmcr",,\-l
nis warmest friends have turned |
against him. As compared with the
Wew York svstem we prefer the Ore-
gon system

people

G

WRITERS UNDER THE X-RAY.

The Senuate may check the flood of
Ifterary men which President Wilson
iz pouring Into the diplomatic serv-
fce. This {s due 1o a discovery made
by Senator Bacon, chalrman of the
forelgn reintions committes, in regard
to Mr. Page, the Ambassador to Lon-
don. After having voted for Mr.
Page's confirmation, Mr. Bacon read
& work of fletion In which Mr. Page
had depicted Southern life and he snld
that, if he had known Mr, Page had
written sny such stuff, he would never
ha oted for confirmation.

This discovery has led to delay in
confirmation of Dr. Pau! Reinsh as
Minister to China, That gentleman
his written much on the Orient, co-
lonlal governments and economie sub-
Jects. Inspired by Mr. Bacon. all
members of tha commlittes are reading
Dr. Reinsh's works In search of any-
thing affecting his fitness for the new
job, All nominations of literary men
for diplomatic posts are to be sub-
Jected to the same test and for some
time to come we shall hava a body of
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mon falling for those baat able to give
unbiased judgment to stay at home or
at work on election day.

We do not propose at thiz time to
attemipt to usa tha Clackamas County
recall as a text for a lecture on the
proper use of recall machinery or on
the duties of county officers In trans-
acting the financial affairs of the pub.
lie. But the election brings to mind
ona fact that the voters are prone to
dizregard. The duty to vote on such
l=mues is a8 grave as duty to vote at
o general election,

The people In adopting the recall
expressed a2 willingneas to sit aa jurors
on the efficiency of thelr servants if
called upon to do so by a small per-
centage of thelr number. That two-
thirds of the voters of a county will
avold this obligation Is not compll-
mentary to the recall principle. No
matter what merit there may have
teen In thia particular recall the {n-
difference of the large body of voters
therein will give encouragement to
selfish or wvenomous effort on the
part of a few to instigate recall pro-
ceedings against worthy officials,

WHY ENGLAND RECOGNIZED HUERTA.

The nature of the infloences which
caused Great Britaln to recognize the
Huarta government in Mexico se soon
after it gained control of the capital is
revealed In a London letter to the
New York Sun., The new Mexican
Minister arrived in London on May
15 and recognition was deferred to
await developments in Mexico, but to-
ward the end ef July these Influences
saw that something must be done to
bolster up Huerta, They were power.
ful enough to bring about a hurried
reception of the Minister by the King
on July 25. Only thirty-slx days had
glapsed since the murder of Madero,
but that tragedy d4id not deter the
British government. although it had
shown its disapproval of the murder
of the King and Queen of Servia by
withholding recognition from Xing
Peter for three years. There Is also a
contrast between its hasty recognition
of Huerta's shaky government and fits
delay of two years in opeming formal
relations with the Portuguese repub-
e and the Chinese rdpublic.

The nctlon of Great Britzin is be-
leved to have been prompted by
holders of oil concessions In Mexico,
which were granted by Diaz., Madero
recognized the concessions, but was
exacting as to performance of the con-
ditione. When Fellx Dinz was be-
sleged at Vera Cruz, a London bank
telegraphed him £5000, which is said
to have been farnished by London cli-
ents. A banker, believed to have rep.
resented the same bank, offered the
Huerta faction a loan soon a&fter the
murder of Madero, When Huerta was
getting into a tight place, he tele-
graphed to a prominent firm in Lon-
don to bring pressure to’ bear on the
government to recognize him. A loan
has slnce been floated In London, and
the bhanks which advanced the money
are perturbed by the announcement
of the Constitutionaiists that they will
not recognize any loan floated by the
Huerta faction, Nearly all of this
money was used to meet gutstanding
liablilitles and only £700,000 remained
avalisble to fight the revolutionists

Huerta now needs another Joan and iy
paving the way for it in Paris

While British financial interests are
supporting Huerta, the agitation in
this country for granting of belligerent
rights to the Constitutionalists may
be traced to American investors, whose
interests are great in the states domi-
nated by that faction. The civil war
in Mexico thus simmers down to a con-
test Detween two bodles of Investors,
each backing a seecker for control of
the govarnment, while the Mexican
people are mere pawns in thelr hands.
As Huerta heads the best semblance
of & government, the wisest course
the United States could take would be
to recognize him as head of a merely
provislonal, de facto governmment,
holding office until a Preskdent can be
elected to whom substantially all the
Mexican people will give alleglance.
By granting the insurgents Belllgerent
richta swe should only be playing cat's
paw to their Amerlean backers, as
England has played the game of Hu-
erta’s Britlsh backers,

AN IMPORTATION OF WOMEN,

John Miller Murphy gives an enter-
tzining account in The Sundsy Olym-
pian for August 17 of the !mporiation
of unmarried women to the Puget
Sound country which has been so
much commented upon and so often
misrepresented. The immediate occa-
sion of Mr. Murphy's article was a
loose statement by some writer that
the principal credit for the “mligra-
tion™ of the women should be awarded
o Governor Wlilliam Pickering. It
sSeems, however, that he had little or
nothing to do with It. The resl pro-
moter was A, 8§, Marcer. So |ittle sym-
pathy dld Governor Plckering feel for
the enterprise that when Mercer ap-
pealed to him from San Franclsco for
o small remittance to help him in &
dificult situation he falled to advance
a penny. The women came, it ap-
pears, in two parties. The first ship-
ment consisted of no more than eleven,
who sailed from New York in March,
1554, two membars of the party befng
discrestly accompanied by their fath-
ors, a8 Mr. Murphy reminds us. The
voyage was made by way of Panamna
and San Franclsco without untoward
incidents, and upon thelr arrival in
the Puget Sound country the women,
whom Mr, Murphy describes as “ac-
complished snd beautiful young In-
dies,” were quickly provided with hus-
bands, or, If not, thay found easy and
remunerative employment.

There is no doubt that this first ship.
ment of women bettered their condi-
tion by thelr adventure. Thoss who
were not estadblished In comfortable
homes made good wages in one way
and another. Naturally, therefore,
they sent back glowing reports to thelr
old associates and thus prepared the
way for Mercer's further undertaking,
He began to make up his secopd party
toward the close of the Civil War, not
far from the date of Lincoln's assas-
sination. He broached the subject to
the President, who thought favorably
of it, and actually authorized Mercer
to transport his beautsous cargo on a
National vessel. But before the plan
could be consummated Lincoln per-
ished and the new Administration waa
less propiticus. The laborious pro-
moter consulted with “Governor An-
drew, of Massachusetts; Edward Ever-
ett Hale, President Johnson and many
other philanthroplsts and patriots, “hut
none of them would promlse him
much halp, Hils scheme might have
fallen through but for Grant, whom he
finally wmpproached. It seems that
Grant had learned something of the
actual needs of the Northwest coast by
his residence in that region. He lent
a ready ear to Mercer’s project and
used his Influence with President John-
son in its behalf. The consegquence
wis an ordar to ship the party of
women whom Mercer had enrolled
from New York to Seattle on a Gov-
ernment vessel. Candidates had been
numerous on account of the favorable
reports sent back by the fimst party,
and the list had run well up toward
500 names,

Mercer now very reasonably be-
lleved that *his troubles were at an
end,” to quote Mr. Murphy's sxpres-
sion, and began to a=semble his fair
proteges for the voyage. But an un-
expected obstacle intervened. Quar.
termaster-General Meigs, who had Im.
medinie control of the Government
vessels and thelr equipment, declined
to honor the President's order on the
ground that it was illegal. “There i=
no law for the order, and I decline to
honor it,”" were his curt words of re-
fusal, Consldering the dellcate nature
of the project which he thus impeded,
we cannot help declding that Melgs
must have been something of a cur-
mudgeon. Wa hope his sense of duty
wis as rigorous In every other direc-
tion ax [t was in this. But, crusly as
he was, his consclence svidently trou-
bled him, and, after brooding for sev-
eral weeks over his impoliteness, he
finally came to the conclusion thal he
wis In the wrong. To make things
even he now offered to sell Mercer a
ship for the voyage. This in his esti-
mation may have been the next best
thing to giving him one, but unhappily
the projector was too slenderly pro-
vided with fonds to avail himself of
the Quartermnaster's generosity. The
whole undertaking was agaln in dan-
ger of collapse when the omnlpresent
Ben Holladay came to the rescue,
Learning of Mercer's quandary, that
universal benefactor offered to buy the
ship himself and transport the womean
for "a nominzl price.” Of course
Mercer jumped at the proposition.

All would hava been falr salling now
but for the unaccountible mallice of
certain newspapers. Why the New
York press should have sought to dis-
courage the blooming colonists wa
cannot Imagine, unless they were
driven to desperation at the prospect
of loming so many of thelr most en-
gaging fellow-citlzens. At any rate,
one of the papers published “'a scur-
rilous article” which depicted the Pu.
get Sounders In the blackest hues and
warned the colonists of & fearful fate
ahould they ever reach thelr destina-
tlon, Thess false newspaper friengs
counseled the adventurous women ‘to
stay at home lest worse befall them,”
and, unfortunately, =ome of them were
overpersunded to do so. "Thus the
numbers of thae Mercer party began to
decline at the very moment when sue-
ceas deceitfully promised to be fairest.
Only 300 of them actually set sail in
tha ship provided by the perfidious Ben
Holladay. We call him perfidious be-
causa he now repudiated his agree-
ment and charged all the raflic would
bear for taking them to Ban Fran-
cisca. From that happy haven they
were sent nporth In small parties as
funds accumulated to pay thsir pas
sage or as prospecilve husbands made
their wishes known. Mercer had only
$3 In his pocket, Mr. Murphy tells us,
when the ship came to port, and it waa
in that emergency that he appealed to
the stony heart of Governor Plckering
and met with a stern refusal. How
he raised money to appeass the vora-
Perhups some of the women contrib.

uted. Perhape '~ “alew Halladay
relented when the enormity of his con-
duct at last dawned upon him. Sooner
or later all the fair celonists found
thelr way to Pugest Sound and moet of
them disappearsd into happy homes,
Those who did are sald by some to
have lald the foundations of the suf-
frage ciuse In the State of Washing-
ton.

Two McDermotts from Chicago have
come into public notice lately. One
is = Hepresentative in Congress, who
has been denounced as s bribetaker
by McMichaels, the discharged chief
page of the House, The other, James
M, MceDermott, s a simple patrolman
who has been awarded a medal for
bravery. He crawled In the dJdark
under a house snd captured an armed
negro murderer, who trised (o shoot
him but whose revolver missed [fire.
Only the clrcumstance that the re-
volver had become clogged with dirt
saved McDermott's life. Representa-
tive McDermott has probably accumu-
lated more money and had a good
time according to the accepted mean-
Ing of the term, but who would not
rather be in the shoes of Patrolman
MceDermott?

The drouth in Kansas, Nebraska,
Okiahoma and Missourl ls driving
stockmen to rush their cattle to mar-
ket. This will temporarily reduce the
prica of meat, but will ultimately
cause a much larger permanent rise
by depleting the supply unless we can
make up the deficlency from abroad.
Imports from Australla, Argentina
and Mexico will Increase under the
new tariff, but the only lasting remedy
will be a great increass in our home
supply. Cultlvation of the range
forcea us to look to the farmers for
our meat hereafter, By making live.
stock a part of thelr business they
can replenish the meat supply, in-
crease thelr earnings by adding a new
source and Increase thelr crops by
rendering thelr land more fertile.

Estimates gathered from 100 Ken-
tucky farmers by the State Commis-
sloner of Agricenlture show the cost of
producing wheat to average §10.16 an
acre and the crop to average 12%
bushels, This, with wheat at #0 cents,
leaves too =mall a margin, and the
Courler-Journal says Kentucky must
either go out of the wheat growing
business or must grow better whenat
and more to the acre. Such poor re-
sults from a soll famed for its fertility
are a reproach to Kentucky. The
fault is with the farmers In that as in
other states, and the State University
has undertaken to show them how
more wheat can be grown at a profit.

Thoas who belleva that every man
ehould exact & price for everything
he does for others have ng doubt voted
Professor SBamuel Moulton Babcock a
fool, because heé gave free 10 hu-
manity the miik test he discovered and
out of which he could have made
milllons. That invention has made
milllons for the farmers of the whole
world, but Dr. Babcock has just re-
tired in old age from ths University of
Wisconsin in only comfortable circum-
stances, He is richer in contentment,
in the consciousness of service done to
his fellow-men, than untold material
wealth could have made him.

Long on Inferfhation, ahort on work,
Is o good description of many recent
immigrants, and Judge McGinn spoke
wissly when he pronounced the hard,
manunl workers, who rear and edu-
cate familles, better material for eitl-
ganship. though they are short on in-
formation as to oum form of Govern-
ment, But their shortage of Informa.
tion should impress on us the need of
furnishing it from the true American
standpoint or they may fall under the
influence of those who are long on
information of the wrong kind. We
need schools of Americanism for the
adult Immigrant.

In order to “hold up his end” at
Berlin Ambassador Gerard has rented
a house at §19,000 a Yyear, although
his salary is only $17,500. Hls need
of mors money is worse than Secre-
tary Bryan's, for the latter pays only
one-third of his salary in rent, and
there are no Chautauquas in Germany
to help him out.

The session of the International
Union which has just closed sustained
Presldent Lynch and ths conservative
policy he has malntained in the past
year. If all labor organizations held
to llnes of action as do the printers,
inbor troubles would be rare,

The drouth ean hurt the eorn erop without
making nayhody lose anything more than
mensy, but when Il nitacks the waiermelon
erop there in danger that the colored brother
will jess his religion.—Louwisville Courler-
Journal

Let the corn burn up, but spare no
sffort to save our watermelons.

The worm will turn. In Northern
California an editor killed a lawyer In
a dispute over & county high school.
If these affalrs are to continue, schools
of journallsm must make additions to
thelr curricula,

Theoretically the coffee wagon for
thirsty workingmen is all right; prac-
ticully it does not inciude the social
feature necessary to make It a suc.
CEsE,

omb upon a time the public waa inter-
esind In the sorrows of Werther, Nowadays
i's the sarrows of Huerta—Loulsville Cour-
ter-Journal. .

Thus does simplified spelling pro-

gress,

Having lost Prince Sulkowski, his
discarded affinity will start & laon-
dry in Los Angeles, which shows she
has a head for busineas,

Captain Hoff scorned the cocking
and Mrs, Hoff gets a decree and 3835
a month allmony, which will go a long
way at the dellcatessen.

How Chlef Moses would mourn over
the degeneracy of the Indians If he
could ses them wscorching over the
roads: in automobiles!

Sir Thomas Lipton is so American
in spirie that we should rejoice 1o see
him substitute the title “American
Citizen” for the “Sir”

F. Augustus Helnze would scorn to
be sued for a less sum than §1.000,060.
His fame rests chiefly on the magni-
tude of his lawsujts,

Rain at this time of the year is
welcagne, although a good deal of &
nulsance when it falls on Sunday,

The Portola poster is not offensive
in California, where they have a code
of ethics peculiarly thelr own.

Al

QUARTERLY PLAN UNBUSINESSLIKE
It City Adopts It Why Not Gas and
! Ligst Companlea?

PORTLAND, Aug. 17—(To the BEdi-
tor,}~—The editorial In The Oregonian
and the answers of the City Depart-
ment of Publie TUtilltles to the guestion
of Vicla Payton, regarding the pro-
posed payment of watler ratus guarterly
in advance, prompt me to inquire why
it fs that our civic corporations seem
to ho #0 reluctant to adopt the buel-
ness methods of private corporations.

It would appear that with the advent
of the commisslon form of government
in Portiand, generally recognized and
approved business methods would be
adopiled at the earliest moment prac-
ticable, Yet we find the Department
of Publle Utilitlies proposing a change
which in no gensa s an Improvement on
the old metholla aud which alms to
continue the most offensive and un-
businesslike feature of the preseat
method.

Why should the city, any more than
the gas company or the electric Hght
company, ask the water consumers to
pay In advance? 1 can see & trace of
reason in asking payment In advance
where consumers pay on a flat rate,
but whers is the advantage to the con-
sumer using a metéred servica unless
lhe is charged just for what his maeater
ahows to have been used® And how
can he be charged for this until the
meter has reglstered the amount?

1 am a warm advocate of the metered
service for municipal water supply. It
has been shown conclusively that It
saves waler, that it prevents waste,
that it {s Just and fair both to the city
and to the consumer. But Its falrness
to the consumer ssams to me to Van-
ish when, instead of taking the meter
readings as a basis for gettlement. an
effort Is mude to “eatimate"—which
usunlly means to guess at—ihe amount
that will be consumed. and then ask-
ing the user to pay this “guessed”
amount in advanee,

Humans ars constitutionally opposed
to paying for anything before they et
i If the city has the right to make
us do this, why not also private or
sem!-private corporations? Why not
be asked to pay In advance for our gas
and our electrle light and power? Tha
answer i3 obvious: The city has not
this righkt, more especially when 1t en-
ters into contraet to furnish water to a
consumer by matered service.

There are strong objectlons—mont of
which already have appeared in com-
munieatians to The Oregonian—to the
payment in advance method, either by
the month or by the quarter; and man-
ifastly the objections gather strength
with the langth of the period to be
covered by the advance payments.

1 can sete neither senso nor reason
nor justness In asking consumers
gerved by meter to pay ons mill more
than for the amount registered by thelr
meters and to pay this aonly after the
meter has bean read and the exsct
amount of consumption computed.

Eventually the city will be compelled
—Jlargely through the stress of com-
mon sense—to receds from [ts present
unbusinessiike and unfalr position.
Why not let the recession be now, when
now methods ars under discussion and
a stricty “business” adminlstration Is

striving to put into effect more ra-
tional ideas in the conduct of publle
affalrs? J. W. M"EACHREN.

CHANGES IN SYSTEM COME OFTEN

Water Coasumers Iave Barely Learned
the Ropes In Preseat Plan.

PORTLAND, Aug. 17—i{To the Edi-
tor.)—Aleng with thousands of other
water consumers, I find myself saking
If it be not better to wndure the llis
we have, than rush to others we know
not of. Just a short yeAr ago wa were
informed thut the system of collecting
water ronts was sadly out of date. The
sdministration avalled Itself of the
pervices of the best iirm of accountanta
and systematizers in the Northwesl so
we were told, and, after much incen-
senlence to watelr users & new system
was installed.

Having adjusted ourseives to the re-
guirements of this new system, and
belng able once more (0 ATAW AD a5y
breath, feellng we knew the ropes well
enough to keep our water from being
tursed off, we are now informed that
wa must have another new system, be.
cause the New York bureau of salf-
styled experts have so decreed. The
city Is to be saved much money wa are
told. Such ia nlways the ory. We
| wonder now whera the saved money
jgoes, To the consumer? Hardly., New
| systems mean nice fat jobs at about §50

¢r day to each of these experts, Why
chouldn't they tell us we need & new
system?

With our water blils this month we
recelved a ballot ssiking us to show our
preference for method of payment—
monthly, as at present oOr quarterly
in mdvance. 1 suppose these experts
would have us pay for our watsr three
months before we get It. Such an ar-
rangement may be &Il right for Naw
York. mithough I have grave doubts
it they ever dreamed of it thers, but
for myself, I know there are thousands
of people In Portland who find It hard
snough to pay one month In sdvance.
If It be & good idea to pay for water
three months in advance, why not for
electric light or for groceries? And
to earry it farther, then why not pay
salaries in advance? or If we can save
s0 much by paying thres months in
advance, why not make It =ix months
snd save even more?

YHowever, as long as our city officlals
will listen to so-called experts who can
pull the wool over their eyes and gather
a good harvest of coin by s0 doing, we
may expect to be treated to an annual
changes of systems and methods with
all the attending Inconvanience to the
cansumer. J. B. I

i
PRAYER GETS HIM A WIFE.

Pastor Will Obtain Alse & New Church
by the Same Means.

Philadelphia Cor. New York Times

Rav. Guatav Alf, pastor of the First
Bolish Baptist Church, is a firm be-
llever in the efflcacy of prayer. When-
ever Mr. Alf wants anything he prays
for it and his prayars are answered

Soveral years ago Mr. Alf wanted a
wife. One young woman had Jilted
him, =0 he asked the Lord to give him
another., The wife was forthcoming,
and today Mr. Alf is the proud father
of two childran.

Mr. Alf has been praying for a church
to houss his congregation Thia
praver also will be answered. More
than one-half of the necessary amount
to pu e & church bullding for the
Pollsh congregation has been collected.

A skort time ago Mr. Alf met in
Oleveland one of his converts, named
Lapinski, whoe wapted a wife. Two
days ufter they prayed together for
this particular blessing Lapinski met
the attractive young woman whom In
two months hes married.

Another of Alf's converts, named
Morsey, won his father to the Christian
faith through his preceplor's prayera
and his own.

Plea of Guilty.

PORTLAND, Aug. 15—{(To ths Ed-
itor.}—If a person is indictad for kill-
ing amother person and he appears
afterward with his counsgel before trial
judge to plead and he knowingly and
deliberately enters a plea of gullty as
charged in indictment whatever d&u-
gree it may be, does he get a trisl by
jury anyway? Or does thls end his

trial and he Is ready for santence?
L MYERS,
10 Narth Third Sireet.

A plea of gullty dispsnses with a
trial. Testimony may be taken, how-
ever, for the court's guldance In canes
where discretion as 1o extent of pun-
ishment is conferred on the court. The
court may, before judgment, permit &
|plea of guilty to bs withdrawn and a
plea of not gullty substituted.

PORTLAND, Aug: 1T~(To the Edi-
tor. )} —Will you please publish the fol-
lowing statement !u refutation of the
statement of the Sheriff?

The new longshoremen's unlon was
formed at an imprompty meeting in
the backyard of 1% Unlon avenue, ne-
body but sallors baing presenl. The
rexsons for the move were put down in
the resolution published in the Even-
ing Telegram of August 3. We maw a
chance to make a break and went at
it with a vim. The secretary, A. F.
Scheab, is not acquaintsd with Rams-
lsy., Rudolph Schwab or G. Rece. He
has bheen living in Portland for the
last five years, and has always been
consarvative, as an Investigation would
easlly prove. He disapproves strongly
of the 1. W. W, and just as emphat-
ically pt rank Socialists. A few i, W.
W. men, among them Rece. attended
one of the first meetings of the unlon,
It being unknown to the secretary thar
either one was an I W. W. Getting to
know thelr real politioal bellef he told
them to stay away. The secretary is
wililng t0 take the stand and make all
these stataments under oath,

It Is u polltical move of Local ¢ to
defeat the end of the union, bdut will
be In wvaln. Eighty per cent of the
members of the new union are sallors,
part of whem have Been working on
the outside for Local 6, and have been
troated in spite of thelr extreme eoff!-
clency with the utmost contempt. Thir-
| ty-three per cant at least of the mem-
bors of the new unlon are clitizens,
partly forelgn-born, partly native. The
secretary cannot understand how a
deputy sheriff could have Information
regarding the néw union four weeks
Ago, when the guestion of the formm-
tion of the new union was [rirst
broached at & chat between five or slx
sallors, now nll members of the new
union, August 7. 1913

Wa are fighting for ths right to work
on the waterfront under the same con-
ditlong as Local 8 men, the right of
men to work without belng dominated
over by a trust—Iin thls caxe a labor
trust; fighting for the right of man
&t large. The secrelary repeats, ana
Is willing to make this as well as all
other statements under oath, thut he
do¢es not kanow RBamaley, or Rudolpn
Schwab, that he did not know Rece
before he came up to the meeting of
the unlon; that Rece 18 not A member
of the unlon; that 14 days ago he dla
not have the least idem of forming a
new organization, not until the execo-
tive board of Local 6 told all members
of the Sallors’ Unlon that there would
be n0o more work to be gotten by them.

Thi secretary strongly condemns the
mttitude of the L W. W.'s, Soclallst
Labor party and similar organizations
to villify the charmcter of any man op-
posed to them, to have no respect for
|'-;E:.'rc!‘: or home, to refuse to glve thelr
employers a falr chance. Hig princl-
ples are trus union principles, not as

expounded by the 1L W. W.ns nor, on
the other hand, by Local 6, the labor
trust E. F. SCHAABE,

Secretary Independent Longshoremen's
Association of Portlsnd

PRESENT PLAN IS HARD ENOUGH

Quarterly Water Parments Not
tractive tv Workingmen.
PORTLAND, Aug. 17—{(To the Edi-
tor.)—The gueries and answers in re-|
lation to Commissioner Daly's “quarier- |
ly-ln-advance” payment pian are both
interesting and amusing. At least the

Atl-

Twenty-five Years Ago

From Tha Ovegoniap of Augms: 18 1888

Walla Walls, W, T, Aug 17.—The
Presbytoriun semi-centennial will be-
Eln at the brick church tonight, when
Rev, G. L. Deffenbaugh will reed huis
paper on “Speulding and the Old First
Church,’ Tomorrow services will be
held at Whitman's grave at the mis-
slon below town, Colons! Ho E. Holmes
offers to defray the ¢xpenses of romov-
Ing the remainy of Whitman and ss-
sociates from the old missiom to the
Whitman Collegs grounds

Walla ‘Walla, Aug 17—Herman
Brents, fon of Hop, Thomas H. Brents,
is dangerously 11, with ne hopes for
rccove[y,

Murray, Jdaho, Aug 17.—The large
g__uid cleanup of the Goldsmith-Ward-
ner stamp mill &t Elk Cresk and an-
other rich gold sirilte in the Treasure
f&ox lead on Ophir HINl bas given an
mpetus L0 gold mining througho
Cosur d'Alenes dta:ri:'t.b EhouL

Parker's, Or.. Aug.
Chenoweth, of King
Ing through town with his meat wagon
his horses ran away, throwing him
out: His face Is badly cut and hts
chesk bone broken. He lHes in o pemi-
consclous state.

- 1T.—as Judge
alley, was driv-

In the County Court yesterday Jo-
seph T. Keefe brought an action
against Willlam Church, Jr.. chalrman
of the Democratic county committee,
and B. Killin, as member of the state
committes, to recover & reward of
$§250 offered for the arrest and con-
viction of {legal voters and bribers. He
claimes credit for the conviction of H.
G. Giltner for bribery. The same de-
fendant sues James Lotan, chalrman
of the Republican county committee,
for §600 rewnrd for the same service.

Mre, F. B, Duning, W. W. Eirkwood
and family, G. N, Hill and family and
o number of Ezst Portlanders have re-
turned from the seaside, )

Four gold bricks from Cosur 4'Alens
wera recelved by Mr. B. Goldsmith
yesterdoy. They welghed & little over
200 ounces and are worth about $3300.

—

Mr. Eugene Shalby, assistant super-
intendent of Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Ex-
press, hes gone to the Sound.

Profeasor M. V. Park, of Michigan,
returns bome today for his wifs, hav-
ing declded to sattle in Salem,

Master James McDavitt, of this city,
a few days ago went fishing at Knapps
and in less than four hours succesedasd
in landing 50 mountain trout

Professor Wetszell,
schouls, made the
Iine on Mount Hood
In 1€ hours,

Half a Century Ago

superintendent of
trip from timber
to East Portland

From The COregonian o August 18 1
It Is stated that the amount of prize
money now standing to the credit of

Admiral Dupont at the Navy Depart-
ment 1s not less than $300,000.

Washington, Aug

12—A rebsal 1

answery made to Vicla Payton's in-
quiries (presumably by authority of
tue author of the pian) are so decid-
edly of the “lame-duck™ varlety that lll
Is to Isugh.

If everybody could read that lady's
guestions, and partioglariy thoe answers
thereto, in The Oregonian, there would |
no longer be a question In Commission-
er Daly’s mind as to what tha people
think about his request

Why anyones should entertain any
doubt as to what the consumer ought
to do Is beyond ne, when the city wants
both bird and Teatherz. It seems as
though Commissioner Daly s not In
such close touch with tha average
workingman, as we have besn Iod 1o
bellave during (he recent campalzn, or
else he would kpow that it s hard
enough for most of them to dig up ons|
month's water bill at & time, not to say
three months in advance, based upon
practically 4 muximum consumption.

The argument that It means economy
in the water department ia open to
question. I fall to see where a ma-
terial reduction in the force of that de-
partment iz possible if the meters are
read monthly, as they ought to be, in
Justice to both the consumer and the
clty, so that It appears that beyond be-
Ing abla to dispense with the services
of one or two clerks In the water of-
flece, Commissioner Daly hopes to make
up the difference In the $30,000 savings
from earrying the advance money, thus
extracted from the consumer, in the
banks on deposit at 2 per cent on bal-
ancex, that costy tha conmumer mil ths
way from § to 10 per cent to produce.

J. AMANN.

4445 Forty-fifth Btreet Southeast.

“Qregon” Indinn Name?

TACOMA, Wash, Aug. 16—(To the
Editer.)—The editorial under the head.
ing “The Name Oregon” in The Orego-
nian, August 12 Is particularly In-
teresting to n resident of this city be-
causs there has been »0 much doubt
expressed as 1o the word “Tacoma®
being of Indian origin,

As to "“Oregon” Webster's New Stan-
dard Dictionary of 1511, published by
the Syndicate Publishing Company, of
New York, states thmt “QOregon—
Spanish oregano—the wild marjoram,
abundant on the coast,” is the origin
and meaning of the word. This may
be your correspondent’s authority.

You state that Oregon “is ceria
not Indian,” and that “Jonathan Carver
bodily assumed that the Indians called
the Columbin the ‘Oragon,’ but It 1=
known that his statement had no foun.
dation In fact” How do you know this?
What is your authorityT Might Il nod
Ppe that the Indians that Carver heard
sald a name silmilar to “Oregon™ even
if Indlans In another section never
used the word?

Mr. Exra Meaker and some old set-
tlerms on the Bound claim thay mn'--r[

tnly

heand the word “Tacoma” until "Canoe
and Saddle™ appesred in 1882 and Mr
Meeker sccuses Winthrop of laventing |
it as you have accused Carver, Wimhrupl
has the mupport of George Gibba, Ed-
ward Huggins, and others, and old Gu\'-l
ernment maps In Washington City
D. C. It seems to ma that the best)
evidence we have indicatea that "Ore-
gon” is Indlan.
BENJAMIN 1. HARVEY,

Bridge Is Good Iavestment.

PORTLAND, Aug. 15—(To tha Ed-
ftor.)—Clarks County people want a
bridge over the Columbia to come to
Portland. They need it and should
have It. Portland needs the trade of
that marveloualy rich section of Gouth-
western Washington.

With a bridge, Vancouver hascomes a
gister clty and ths fertile soll of the
many well-watered valleys of Clarke
County will afford homes for thou-
sands of Indusirious families, whose
produce will find a ready markst in
the rapldly-growing metropolis of the
Pacific Northwest

Portland needs the Columbla bridge
Let thera be no delay In dolng our
share. It is the best investment Port-
tand can make today.

A. B. ELAUBON.

Her Ides of It
Boston Transeript,

“Is it true that béth your husband
and the man who lives naxt door to you
have falled iz business?'

»Yes but Ned's fallure isn't nearly mso
bad as Mr. Naybor's. Ee failed for
fifty cents on the dollar, whilsa my hus-
pand falled for only ten cents on the
dollar.™

tenant, who deserted from hiz a

says that great dissatisfaction ata

Among the North Car and
trocps. North Carolina

AMislas=lppl
threatens mutiny cnless

sent back homs. The

and Loulslanans ars also
#0 home. The defeat
neems to have broken
Lee's army.

Lhe troop
Mississippl
clamor
at Gettysburg
the spirit of

We understang that the County Com.
missioners have decided upon purchas-
ing the property of Mr. Thomas Pritoh
ard on the West Sids of the sblle

sgquare As a =ite for the new Court-
house,
All admirers of the good things of

this
favorite

life should not fail to visit the
establishment known as the
Delmonico, whers they will constantly
ba regaled with the cholcest luxuries
af the season,

Benefit of Mr. Edwin A, Reeves—
This promizing young Acltor ANTNOUDOSS
n most attractive biii for thls evi
comprising the great sensation 4
“Raffaelle, the Reprobate, th
nct of “Richa III" and &
singing, dancing, elc

=1

Home Cored Bacon Not So Good.

IRONSIDE, Or, Aug  14—{(To the
Editor.j)—Now that discussion on
the dog is ended and other things are

up for consideration I riss to ask
“M. D." and C. E. Cline If their home-
made bacon evs T

In this vwicin
cure theirs about
does his, the bacon - g
and rancld before the sczson Is half
over we can hardly eat it, and many
ranchers themselves afer store ba-
con. Would not pic E instend of
dry salting curs it better before amok-
Ing?

Perzonally, he gllt-adged
brands of city bacon beats
the home-cured

READER.

INDEPENDENCE, Auz, 15 —(Te
the Edltor.}—(1) KI tell mes when
the first passenEer an froight servies
was Installed upon the Nc z

road
{2) Aleo, has Washington
OLD SUBSC

1gle tax?

IIBER!

(1) The North Bank road fOrst
stituted passenger and freight sarvice
between Pasco, Wash., and Cliffs, Wash.,
In the constructive period, on Decem-
ber 1§, 19207; between Vancouver, 1
and Cliffs, Wash., on March
The first regular through
tween Portland and Spokane
stituted on May 23, 1000,

(2) No.

Widespread

Interest in

in-

1

sor

Advertising

It I& not only In this community
that the intersst in nawspaper
advertising is growing so exten-
aively, but in every city served
by Tirst-class newspaApers.

Local merchanta rely '::mn’ the

air mmes-

newaspaper to carry t =
sages to the public, b
neswspaper Is the |
naturi]l medlum to carry RewWl——
and that |s what advertising

really s, news

Many manuiacturers socking &

nation - wide market for thadr
reducts choose the TeWsDApers
n the best localliies for the

sams sound reason
Also we Bee both rEtaller and

man rer yniting in & came.
nu;:!'ff'm. Sucation and publieity
on bYehalr of some meritorious
product.

The public ls learning tha im-

riance of advertising and
earping how ta piofit from
careful -2 -

Thus evervwhere is this wide-
spread interest manifest.

Retallers and manufacturers
tnterested !n newspaper adver-
tising for Nationally dlstributed
articles are invited to write to
the Burean of Advertising,
American Nemv?nr Publishers
Association, World Bullding, New
York




