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TESTIMOSNIAL FOR A GOOD MAN.

The official report of the proceed-
{ngs of the seventh anaual convention
of the Oregon Federation of Labor,
at Portland January 10, 11, 13, 13,
1516, has this paragraph:

Sepator Albee—A Portiand [nsurance man,

ted right om all Iabc wy; & good man;
the emplovers” Labiliiy.

uffort is now
organ

was with us an
Yot an unscrupulous

being made by the newspaper

of Mr. Rushlight—the Portiand News
—tn make it appear that Mr. Albes 18
a ereature of the corporations and a
servitor of Big Business. One of the
anomalies of the present campaign is
the successful strategy of Mr. Rush-
light In procuring and holding to-
gether the agitators and the inter-
ests. How has he made oll and water
mix®* How has he yoked the News

and the public utility corporations to-
gether In his support? How does It
come that all are satlshe a?

sr. Albee stood straight up in the
Legislature and voted his convictions.
Yot here also Ia Dan Kellaher, who
proposes insane and impossible
schemes for balting the corporations,
ing Mr. Albee because Albee dld
not stand in with him in the Legisla-
ture Kellaher says Albee is no friend
of the people because he supported the
iniquitous Malarkey public utilities
bill. Ah, indeed!

The Malarkey bill passed the Legis-
lature in 1911 by a practically unani
mons vole of both House and Senate,
None but Kellaher and one or two oth-
ers remained falthful In opposition.
But Kelluher appealed to the people
throogh the referendum and the bili
was sustalned.

If Albee ls no friend of the peopls,
ihe people are no friends of themselves,
For the Malarkey bill was upheld by
the overwhelming vote of 65,985 ayes

assunll

agninst 40,956 noes. In Multnomah
County the vote was 21,515 ayes and
11,917 noes. HMere In Fortland, then,
in the Keilsher view, every (wo out
of three persons awill bear watching,
for two-thirds of the people are no
friends of the people. Only Kellaher

and the other third.

The friends of Mr. Albee can afford
to be calm under the preposterous ef-
fort to fusten the onus of friendship
for the wicked corporations on him.
There iz nothing to be said derogatory
to Mr., Albee unless it shall be invent-
ed: so & lot of cheap and poor stuff
is beilng dellberately invented. It is
the only thing to do.

“A good man,'" =ays the State Fed-
sration of Labor, Hels,

OREGON SYSTEM AN ISSUE.

lilinois has had & stubborm fight in
the Legislature over the proposed sub.
misslon of mn Initintive and referen-
dum smendment to the constitution.
The advocates of the Oregon system
st by the lack of one vole NOCESSATY
o make rwo-thirds of the éntire mém-
bership of the House. The lines were
tightly drawn, but not entirely on party
lines. The Progressives were all In
fevor of the submitted resolution ex-
cept three, who were absent from the
declsive vote. The Republicans were
divided, fourteen voting agalnst the
resolution, thirteen for it and twenty-
five being absent, an attempt to unite
them by caucus action having falled.

he Democrats were also dlvided,
though tha entire power of Governor
Ininne was exerted (n favor of the
resolution. Two of them voted no and
g did not wote.

INiinots 1= pecullar in that, though
Bull Mooselsm becume mors rampant
there iast year than In .almost any
other state, It has a constitutlon more
difficuly of smendment than that of
any other state. An amendment ean
only be submitted by afirmative vole
of two-thirds of the entire membership
of each house of the Legislature, and
no more than one amendment can be
submitted at one election. Efforts are
belng made to submit an amendment
on some other sublect In order that
the initiative and referendum may be
shelyved for two years at least.

Before the final vote, substitutes and
amendments were offered by the Re-
publican leader restricting the use of
direct legislation. A substitute would
have required a majority of ail votes
cast at an election, Instead of A ma-
jority of thosa cast on a propasition,
to insure adoption. This was rejected.
The original resclution provided that
ut lenst 60 per cent of the signatures
on an Inltlative petition must come
from outzide Cook County, the pur-
pose belng to prevent Chicago from
forcing a vote of the state on any prop-
osition B fathered. A Chlcago Demo-
erat moved to omit this restriction, but
his amendment was tabled, the rest
of the state lining up against Chicago,

An attempt to increase the resiric-
tién by requiring that 70 per cent of
signatures must come from outside

Cook County also falled of adoption.
The “1 and R issue,” as it is called,
will be fought In Ilinols for several
years., It = welcomed by the Progres-
sive party af proving the reasctionary
tendencies of the Republican party,
notwithstanding the fact that the
members of that party voting against
the amendment numbered only one
more than those supporting it. The
Chicago Evening Post dllates on Re-
publiean opposition as disproving the
clulms of the progressive Republlican
jeaders. who met in Chlcago about the
time the vote was takén, that thelr
party is genulnely progressive. There
may develop from this controversy a
movement to amend the constitutional

provision - which permits only one
amendment 10 be submitted at an
election,

A tike radical fight for the Oregon
systermn has begun in New York. Gov-
ernor Sulzer hus appealed from the
Legislature to the people in support

-~

of a direct primary bill which follows
the general lines of the Oregon law
in abolishing the caucus and the con-
véntion and Intrusting nominations to
the voters themselves. The conserva-
tive newspapers condemn the bill, but
Colonel Roosevelt has pledged the sup-
pourt of himself and his party to It

The lssue of direct nominations and
direct legislation having been raisad in
the most populous states of the East
and the Middle West respectively, we
may expect much attention to be
turned to Oregon methods in the next
few years, Our experience will be fre.
quently quoted and all the advantages
and disadvantages we derive from
those methods wil] be brought under
keen scrutiny.

PETTY WAR ON JUDGE CHADWICK.

At the risk of belng subjectsed to thea
grave charge of uniting with ether
disinterested newspapers and individ-
uals to interfere in the family affairs
of the Democratic party, The Ore-
gonlun reproduces this sharp para-
graph from the North Yakima Repub-
lie:

The fight againet Judge Chadwick for
tha appoiotment sa Federal Judge Is merely
anether [ljustration of the well-known faotl
that the Democtatie “erganization™ in this
state lam't worth moel respectiful consider-
ation in any quarter. Chadwick | ode of
the best men who eover cialmed to be a
Demoernt in thess parts, o ls ane of the
b judges whe aver sat on ths Supremnse
Flench. He in in every way beftsr fitted for
Federal judge than any other man who
wants the place. The ouly ressah why there
shou!d be any ohfection to his appoaintment
im that If gtls It, 2 number or hongry
sub-hunters will contipue to be hungry. The
pigns that the Presfent intends to disve-
gard the ciamor of A so-called dArmocTacy,
which doesn't, az & matter of fuct, repre-
sent snything out bere, are encoursging.

We hope it Is truo that the Presi-
dent will not listen to the outcries of
the angulshed Democrats joined with

the lamentations of the near - Demo-
cratic Senator, Mr. Pelndexter, For
Senator Poindexter professes to be

greatly offended because Judge Chad-
wick has somewhere spoken dispar-
agingly of the initlative and referen-
dum He has: but #o has President
Wilson. There {a somewhere in ltera.
ture & chariicter who addressed some
contemptuous remarks to the equator.
Judge Chadwick's offunse | Just about
as serious

Judge Chadwick is an able and up-
right judge, & very, Important figure
in his own state, and & Democrat who
remained a Demoorat when it might
have advantaged him to change his
politics and his beliefs, as Poindexter
did. Probably that is the reason FPoln.
dexter will not forgive him.

PICKING THE RIGHT MEN,

The Committes of One Hundred de-
sires to have (t made clear that the
blographles of the candidales for
Commissioner now appearing in the
columns of The Oregonlan are not the
product of that organization’s investi-
gation,

The Oregonlan has already made it
plain; and it makes it plain agrin that
no society or group or association or
individual 18 responsible for the print-
ed st but The Oregonlan. It as-
sumes that the result of the commit-
tee's work will not be greatly differ-
ent, even In detall; for The Oregonian
has collated tha facts and presented
them conclsely, earefully and consid-
erately. They represent an effort to
weigh the avallabllity of the candi-
dates, and they give enough of their
historiss and records to make the estl
mates both reasonable and cohclusive,
There are many candidates, Indeed,
who have made a moderite success
in their private endeavors, and who
are yet unquestionably unfit or un-
sulted to the large place of Commis-
sloner. With some of these it is essy
o deal; with others [t is not so easy,
without running the risk of dolng in-
Justice.

The citizen who setz himeelf up to
be a candidate submits his personail
character and his individual qualifi-
ecaljons for appraisoment by the pub-
lle. Just now there is no authorized
agency to determine thess matters ex-
cept some volunteer organizations or
the newspapers. It Is a responsibility
the newspaper cannot avoid, though
the task !s not agreeable. The news-
paper that makes a conscientous ef-
fort to gather and present the facts,
however, has done its duty, and mo
les=: and it may be content to leave
the consequences to take care of them-
salves,

It ought to be easy to resolve the
list of suitable candidates who have
not only efficlency, but the necessary
slements of personal and political
strength, down to a small number. 1t
Is uselpss—it is foolizh and even repre-
hensible—for the citizen to throw
awayv hiz vota on some friend, or on
some candidate who may indeed be
suitable, but who may have no possible
chance of election.

The only safe way i= for the respom.
sible citizenship of Portland, men and

Commissioners from a strictly Hmited

first, sccond, and third choloe—no less,

WHY THREE CHOICES,

PORTLAND, May 10.—(To the Editor.}—
May I nsk why and what Is the reason for
advocating three men for each placse, that
s on prefersntial votes, or that each person
vote thros tmes for Mayor, Commission-
ery and Auditer? 1f there are good mon
namesd, as there are. wouid it not be better
to cancentrate the votes on firat cholos, aa
pecond-choice men are mostly undesirable?
If the votes are for the slx good men first,
then thay should be the governing body.

There are many ppople talking about this
and thers 18 much denfusion. Mostly they
say why shouldn't they vote for one person
instend of thres for sach office? We are
all interested In Thin a. T.

The object of voting three choices
Is to insure the election of men of
whom a majority of the electdbrate ap.
prove. The preferentia]l plan does not
imply, as this L'c»lrnfapnndent supposes,
that a gecond choice vote will be cast
for an undesirable. The Oregonian
concedes that If after ‘4 voter has
voted rirst choice he cannot find In
the list remaining any man or men
he deems fit for office, he should not
vote second or third c¢holce. But in
the list of candidates for Commis-
sloner the voter who Investigates rec-
ords will be abls to discover at least
twelve for whom he can conscientious-
Iy give first, second or third-choige
votes.

A few statistics may illustrate bet-
ter the menace of voting but -one
cholce for Commissioner. There are
approximately eighty candidates, and
thers are four places fo fill. The
total vote may Bafely be estimated at
about 50,000, Voting only first cholce
means that plurality candldates wili
be elected. An average division of the
50,000 votes gives each of the elghty
candldates 2600 votes.

It may be conceded that several can.
didates would receive less than 2600
and =ome recelve more than 2500
votes, but the figures given ought to
mnke it plain that if only first-choice
votes are cast some of the threa Com-
missioners will be elected by a very
smanll minority of the electorate.

What kind of Commissioners will n

plurality election give Portiand? Let

women, to unite on a plan to select the |

group of candidates. Let all vote for|

us examine the strength of Ralph C.
Clyde. Mr. Clyde has obtalned a large
foliowing among those who pay greater
heed to words than to execution. In
the recent primary electlon, at which
he sought nomination &s Councllman-
at-Large under the old charter, he re-
celved 13,847 votes out of 34.000 cast
or sbout 40 per cent. Very likely in a
larger field of candidates and with &
more representative vote cast he will
not attaln the same percentage, yet
here is & totally unfit candidate who
will undoubtedly be elected If the
thoughtful and obgervant woters dl-
vide thelr strength among the desira-
ble candidates and wole only onsa
cholee. 17 he merely holds his 13,000
votus and gets none of the 16,000 oth-
ers who will llkely participiie In the
coming election, swhat chance of get-
ting more yotes than he have four
out of a dogen good men running
against him in a field of eighty when
concentration of the thoughtful ele-
ments on candidates iz nelther proba-
ble nor poseéible?

The preferentinl system provides for
neither nominating conventions nor
direct primaries. There Is no prelim-
inary sifting of aspirants for affice.
The gifting must take place &t one
eleetion If at all, and the only method
provided for accomplishing it is con-
tained in tha second and third cholces;
Neglect of second and third choice
simply means a haphazard plurality
election accompanied by unmistakahle
dangers.

To urge the voting of first cholce
only {8 equivalent to advising the
voters whose preferance In a primary
election s defeated to refrain from
participating in the general election
which follows.

ORAL TEACHING.

The oral method of teaching lan-
gunges 18 sald to be coming into high
favor in the East, All the larger pub-
lie schools in the State of New York
are using it, with a fair prospect that
it will gain rapidly in other states. This
is encouraging news. The true way to
learn a language is, of courae, by the
ear. It {s thuas that we all acquirs our
mother tongue, and If other langurges
wore presented through the same sense
thevy would be mastered far mors ef-
fectively than they usually ure.

The trouble is that in order to teach
a language by the oral method the in.
structor must know it himself, while
iIf & textbook is used, a superficlal
knowledge will suffice. JYohn Wesley's
mother taught him Latin by keeping
a page ahead of him in the grammar.
Her instruction must have been purely
mechanical. In a language like Latin,
where nothing but mechanics is com-
monly sought, that perhaps was of
gmall consequence, but In languages
like German and French, of which a
living mastery ls sought, It is of vital
conssquence, If books were discarded
altogether and the modern languages
taught svholly by word of mouth, the
results would be far better than those
habltually observed,

The same may be sald of other sub-
{ects besides languages. The great
majority of mankind are “ear-minded."
They learn what they ars told more
easily than what they read. This Is
the reason why lectures survive in col-
leges in spite of their frequent dull-
ness and formality. The students
really get more from a stupid lecture
than from the best text-book because
thelr brains depend upon the sense of
hearing more than upon that of sight
for the reports from the outer world.

This common disposition of human
beings will be taken advantage of in
the elementary schools some time.
Children will not always be sént to a
book to learn with pein and uncer-
tainty what the teacher could tell them
with exactness in half & minute, The
former dismal practice dependz upon
the beller that what we learn with
most toll we remember longest, which
is nonsense. We remember longest
what we learn with most pleasure.
The joye of childhood are the Jlast
things we forget at the very gates of
death.

SETTLING LOSGGED-OFF LAND.

Sale of “small tracts of logged-off
iand in the Humptulips Valley to set-
tlers $s u small beginning in pracucal
carrying out of & movement which i=
occupying more and more attention
every vesr. Groat areas of rich land
in the wyalleys of Oregon and Wash-
ington lie waste because they are in-
cumbersd with the debris and stumps
laft by the loggers. There is abundant
room for many farmers, dalrymen and
frultgrowers In these valleys, but the
first work to be done ls the backe
breaking work of clearing. Apparently
the sottlers who have bought tracts
near Grave Harbor are not appalled by
this prospect, but settlement could be
hastened if capital would join hands
with the settler In clearing the land.

The owner of 4 jarge tract of cut-
over.land has a dead investment. He
can only make it pay by adding to I,
unless he is content to walt for stray

settlers who do not flinch from the
arduous preliminaries. By clearing

the land himseclf on a large scale, he
ean do the work more economically
and can add the coxt with interest to
the price of each tract, to be paid in
installments, or he can hire out the
necessary plant to settlers. The land
can then be sold more rapldly and a
dead converted Into a llve investment.

The existence in the fertile valleys
of large tracts of logged-off land is an
indictment of the Pinchot policy of
reservation. TUntil that policy gained
control of the Land Offlee, timbered
land which, when <¢leared, would be
more valuable for agriculture than for
timber, was classed as =agricultural
land. Mr. Fisher and his subordi-
nates invented for such land the new
classification “timbered homesteads,”
and Mr. Pinchot would, if be could,
resorye it, replant it and maks it per-
petnal forest. Yst such land would
produce in ten years agricultural crops
worth a8 much as a crop of timber
which would take a century to reach
maturity. The basis of true conserva-
tion ig that land shall be put to the
most productive use consistent with
the preservation of its productiveness.
Tried by this test, the Pinchot theory
is not true conservation.

An agent of the Land Office In a let-
tar today defends this policy on the
ground that many of what might be
termed “timbered homesteads” here-
tofore enterad hove puassad into the
postession of timber speculators and
are now abandoned in an agricultural
way. That fact does not justify reser-
vation of agricultural lands in the for-
ests. Rather it Indicates a need for
amendment of laws or regulations
which would inshre that Governmaent
land shall be used for the purpose for
which it is taken by the settler. The
Pinchot policy might be likened to that
of a merchant who, becauses thieves
have stolen goods at times, denies ad-
mittance to his store of honest cus-
tomers.

The Balkan war has given Germany
on opportunity to strengthen her grip

on Turkey and she ls making the most

of it, Sale of German guns and loans

of German money to Turkey mean

more concessions to German capital-
Ists in Asiatlc Turkey, which 1s about
all there is left of the Ottoman Empire.
That may =oon bé as completely under
German domination as Egypt Is under
British and Persla under Husso-Brit-
ish gontrol., Having been deprived by
forehanded rivals of much share of
the undeveloped parts of the earh, Ger-
mans may turn thelr energles to re-
generation of Western Asia, the birth-
place of anclent civilization.

The Japanese fssue callzs attention
to the need of definition of the term
“white person.”” The lower Federal
courts have admitted Parsees and

high-caste Hindus to citizenship as’

white persons, one judge conceding
that the Hindu l= of the Aryan race.
The Japanese maintain that they are
of that race, while the lower ocourts
hold them to be Mongolians. The Su-
preme Court of the United States
ghould sottle the whole question, If it
should hold that ihe Japanese are
Aryans and that all Aryans are white,
all the labor of the Caltfornia Legisla.
ture with the anti-allen bill wilk have
been wasted,

NATIONAL FOREST POLICY UPHELD.

Land Office Agent Deelares Complain-
ants Tell But Haif Truth.

HILLSBORO, Or, May 18.—(To the
Bditor.)—The Oregonlan’s editorial,
May 12, “Wrong Done Landless Poor,”
prompts me to offer & few words In
defense of tha Government's policy in
this respsct.

First and foremost, let me say that
4 very large share of the information
reaching the newspapera and the poli-
tical officlals is not strictly in accord-
ance with the actual facts, Much of It
in biased, by actunl design, and much
of the balance colored  through misin-
formation.

It has been my fortune to have vis-
Ited a large share of the National For-
ests of the Paclfic Northwest and muke
examination of the ground with a view
to its avallabllity for agrioulture, Sena-
tor Borah i partly correct when he
says that none but o rich man can
comply with the Government's condl-
tions, but he Is far wrong when he
gives out the 1dea that the difflculties
are, 10 any great extent, the result of
the Government's policies,

|

The simpla truth ils that the land on
which poor people can, or could, make
homes in this country I8 gone—gone
into private ownership and beyond the

. S
The man who plays “on Sunday™ I8 | eueh of any who have not the price.

just as much a Sabbath breaker as the
man who plows,” says the Rev. J. H,
Bennett. Doubtless he s right. Bul
there are many estimable persons
whose work gives them no time for
recreation except on Sunday. Would
Mr, Bennett forbid them to play at
all? Some churches do not frown
on Sunday sports after the close of
religious services. John Calvin played
ball with the boys on Bunday after-
noon. Whas Calvin a Sabbath-breaker?

Just as & man with great affaire on

Notwithstanding all the clamor abouat
the good land tied up In the Natlonal
Forests, J say, and from extinded ex-
perience, that after the land that is
much more valuabls as timber land
than for agriculture s ellminikted, the

| balance becomes negligible. But It i=

argued that even though It bears heavy
timber it s yet wvalusble for agricul-
ture, 50 why not permit the settler to
anter It and reap the benefit of what-
ever timber he may sell while ¢learing
the land. This argument might be un-
anawerable, were it not in Jdirect op-
position to the expericencas of the past.

Any one who will take a8 trip into

his mind is apt to neglect trifles, 80 | the forest lands ‘of thls country will

Congress negloects Washington City,
The National capital depends upon the
Natlonnl Yegislature absolutely. Its
citizens are disfranchised and helpless
in their own concerns. The natural
consequence is corruption relieved by
agreeabie parks and showy architec-
ture. Mrs. Wilson's foray
Washington slums will be helpful as
far as it goes, but what the city needs
for its troubles ls =slf-government.

If the late John W, Fletcher, of Boxs-
ton, resembled some other mediums
and palmists whom we know, there is
no great mystery about hils “van-
ished" brain. He never had any. His
skull is no emptier now than it always
was, We commend this ensy solution
of the mystery of his vacant brain pan
to the spiritualists who are secking
light on the subject from the evergreen
shore.

The berry-grower ar gurdener
crowded out of occupation, market and

home 18 not contemplating the refer-
endum with any degres of compla-
cence, nor is he fearing the conse-

quences of war. He knows it ls n long
trip across the Pacific, during which
many things might happen. He is
banking on Washington diplomacy (o
do some stalllng, and he will not be
disappolnted.

Colonel Roosevelt and Judge Parker,
between whom there has been & cool-
ness ever since they called each other
names in 1904, met on friendly terms
at the peace conference In New York
and the judge’'s resignation from the
Anpanias Club is understood to have
heen accepted. The peace conference
hos accomplished something,

Wheg the blood of the Briton runs

hot in war, his adversaries know
naught but defeat. What Petter 1lus.
tratlon ls there than In the case of

John Walker, mineowner
whosa wife stood with him, shoulder
to shoulder, and killed five and wound-
ed three? *“Rule, Britannial!” means
much to children of the dominant race,

Is it possible that the Government's
decision to paint mall boxes 18 Intended
as 4 compliment to the Irish and that
the discarding of red Is intended as a
repudiation of Soclalism?

Second-choice votes elected Samuel

G. Cosgrove Governor of Washington
not many years ago. He wos a good
man and the greast majority were

proud of him.

“Why don't tha Republican office-
holders resign 2'* asks a Southern news.
paper. Becsuse they prefer to give
the Democrats the trouble of remov-
ing them,

Passibly our const defenses are ex-
posed In the rear. What of it? We
never contemplate retreating. The
Natlonal Guard ls the backstop in the
game,

Reckoning on & sure thing, the Ore-
gon will not soon become 4 target for
American practice, When she
missile=s, they nwill be of another

color,

aunxillary cruizsers are being
groomed at the Philadelphia Navy-
Yards. Why not let their anclent
bones rest in peaca?

old

A local swimmer, tied in a sack,
will Teap Into the Willamette, We
know of others we should like to =ece
try that feat.

Sofence will replace Cupid, says &
Harvard eugenist. The mischlevous
ittle wretch deserves to lose out, any.-
way.

The Postoffice Department belleves
iA "the wearing of the green.” The
red letter boxes must go.

“’ith':!'ap:m and Mexlco both erupt-
ing, these are hopeful days for the
ardent military fan,

Invoking the referendum will pocket
the law until a few necessary things

are done.

Cermany I= sald to be aiding Torkey.
That's what has alled Turkey from the
first.

Many wiill pick the winners with
their eyves shut politically and morally,
—_— —

It will be a dead heat between Ore-
gon strawberries and roses this season.

———

Of course, if it gets real serious
we'll send Bryan to Toklo.

Doubtless soma of those candidates
are now sorry they spoke.

How Dennls Kearney wottld revel In
the new ruction!

Rosebuds greeted the warm May sun
vesterday.

Crowd the work on the Canal.

B0 the Krupps are carrpm? f

upon the |

Zacatecas, |

sechs |

|

soon see that it requires but little tim-
ber to render the fitnéss of land for

|.:{.'.ril.‘l.'lillll‘\3 o matter of no pregent im-

Before Lhere were any Na-
the timber was of Httle
value; thero was a clalm for all com-
ers and many were taken. In good
faith, the settler clearod a portion of
the land, bullded n home with all the
simple concomitants, private and pub-
lic. But a change has come; timber be-
came more viluable, and the “woods
pasture'” is worth more than all the
belance and the timber speculator Is
now the owner. Now the bulldings and

portance,
tional Foregts

fences are In ruln, orchards unkempt,
the clearings fast returning to thelr
original wilderneéss conditlon, and the

timberman maintains his agent, whose
business {3 to resist taxatlen and
prosecute trespassers, Meanwhile the
settler who happened to have no tim-
ber haw found himself {solnted and
without neighbors, schools, ete,

But to return to “The
Poor." Very, very many,
not tried it, belleve that
on tha soll Is all that an Industrious
man needs, to place himself on the
high rond to independence. It may be
for o few, but for nine-tenths of
poor of the olties to undertake to make
homes on the land In this count¥y—
not now In privats ownership—would
mean nothing short of fallure, If not
actunl starvation, Conditions have mn-
terinlly changed in the last 30 or 40
vears, Theo people who settled the
Northwast, who dug homesa out of the
Oreszon forests, were not only Indus-
trious and frugal, but they had the
advaninge of better soll, land thit was
more easlly cleared, lower cost of ne-
cosaities and u lower scale of Hving to

andless
who have
a foothold

meot. Any one of these four conditions
wonld have turned the tlde against
many of our hardy ploneers. Besdldes
these, they had another and a very

ereat advantage over most of the city's
poor, They knew the rules of the
zame: knew how to clear and cultivate
the soll,

1 have visited miany of the “bona
flda"™ setflements on' the publie lund In
whose favor #o muclh has boen said
from platform and press. and such
snathemus hurled st the Governmeaent
and Its agents: have seen men who
knew how to fell a cree or grub out

a stump—well able to buy and pay for
good land—miuking a pretense at good
falth tn settlement on land which Is
absolutely unfit for agriculturs, and
to clenr which would cost twice as
much as' good land war selling for In
the open markets, These can exclite
the sympathy of the officinl In his
office, and thelr stories of their patri-
otle endeavors are true In detail, ex-
eopt that thoy tell only half the truth.
A practieal man will see at o glance,
when actually on the ground, that
thera ls no Intention to render to the
Government Its stated price—a per-
manent home—for the land they hope
to obtiin.

It may not

be amias for me to state

more fully my cluim to experience inr

this matter, With memory covering
ocver 40 yvears in Northwestern Ordgon,
one mny pretend to know something
of tha difference between the virgin
forost and a cultivated fleld, Grub-
bing, slashing, ditehing, plowing
stumps, hauling over primitive roads
make Insting impressions on the youth-
ful memory. I knew the men ond
woman who have wrought the chanpges
here, 1 love the QOregon ploneers and
feel a kinship with every one who hns
in the past or is now plonearing In this
or any other country. But 1 have no
sympathy for thosa who try to gain
by stratogem and intrigue the land
of the Government, without paying
the above-stated price. 1 have never
seen the tima when & rich man could
afford to mike a home on Government
land, merely for the value of the land.
The people who madoe thls country
what It now is were ponr people who
could live only by the hardest of work
and the extremes of frugality,

For the last 25 years I have follownd
tand surveying, and for the last ten
vears have hean in the employ of the
Genernl Land Office. In the latter my
dutiea have beon, largely, oxaminations

of settlements on unsurveyed lands,
with & view to Government action,
With n knowledge of the vicissitudes

and hardships which are inseparable
from the upbullding of any new coun-
try, it s enough to shake one's faith
in humanity to witness 2ome of the
miserable subterfuges employed to got
held of a plece of Government land.
However, therea are yet many who are
acting in good falth, but these accupy
bot very littla space In the news-
papers. I have never seen a man whogs
actlons were plainly, In good faith,
harrasged by Government agents; all
statement=: of their over-officlous ac-
tivity notwithstanding. But I have
seen tha Government spend over $1000
to permit & man to obtain title to a
tract of land within a National Forest,
when he could never have held It at all
under a strict construction of tha lnws,
And thls was during tha regime of the
despised Flnchot and his agents
Neither have 1 ever seen any but a
liberal comstruction of tha laws, and
never saw a doubiful case declded
againat the settler,

I. L. WILKES.

Elsie In His Sinter.
Chicago Record-Herald.

“Johny," eald his mother, seversly,
*“gomaone has token a big plece of gin-
ger cake out of the pantry.”

Johnny blushed zulltily.

“0Oh, Johnny," she exclaimed, “T didn't
think It wus in you.”

“It ain't all”™ replied Johnny;
of it's in Elsie

“purt

Clnss A In Hard Luack.
Detroit Free Press

“My grandma,” ssid the ofifce boy,
tremulously.

*Nothing doing,"
shortly,

“Died before I was bhorn,” the hoy
went on, “and I ain’t never had an ox-
cuse for golng to the opening game."”

sald the manager,

VARIATIONS ARE LIFE'S PROBLEMS

This Faet Held 1o Be Agnlnst Worth of
YVocationnl Tralulng iu Schools.

PORTLAND, May 17.—(To the EBEdl-
tor.)—>Mr, Alitty's letter, published In
The Oregonian tod exXpresses my
view that you canpoet put the world
into the schoolroom,. The subjocts
tanught In the schools such as apelling,
Engilsh, reading, artthmetic, chemistry,
physies and all the materinl relating
to the same have to be put to the

pupil in an exact and steadfast man-
ner 83 aguinst anything doubtful or
dublouzs. No matter what is presented
to pupils, except in the mont ad

contain the <lement
unchangeability.
is presented in the same

Whereas In life, outaida of the

room, it is the variations that are the
problems of life. We suy when leav-
ing school, lfe is so different from
what we thought.

When I was training to be a teacher

in & normal school (we we requ d
to teach two years In a <o ry B vl
before being qualified for & position
in & eclty school)} the principal had
placed In the tralning departme

class representing all the grades, s
lar to the country whers
were to spoend our
not find it of any
such were the expres:
my fdllow-students, who had
to teach in the oountry
wars all tralned to swvste
by the methods the Insu
in conducting their line of
pressanting it to wus. Our
wers such that no teacher
instructions In for they varles
locallty and had to do with
vironments and the mental
the community,

To Mustrute, I taught in a
whers the majority of the parents res
The Commoner and Soclalistic p
to such an extent that to mentlon G
ar Roosevelt as worthy types of Am
can cltizens brought discord. Thep
lem of that district was un lmme
proposition no normal school
have guided me in except In the qu
tios that are abstract and go to n
personalities,. And so It Is in & me
ure, with «ll lnes of work. Thas
ditlons are nev the same; the
may be too which wasn't tak
account of in the caloulntion when cer

school

firat yeunrs,

opinlons
likewlise
ool.
ie work
used

rk In

o
Vi

in each

our e£n-

coul

status of | was

Al

tain properties were necessalry in the |
s0i]l to obtalo almed-at re ts, And
seems that « 3 for ew fur
mental principles the remalnder mu®t |
bae learned In a natural way oulsid
of suchool,

The function of the should

be to mike n well-balance
creature, sym hotle,
ons far enough advinced
sciences and social
the last half of 1life o
appreciation of the cc
they lve, and some
Interest that they fee
ing a foalr knowledge
consatitutes. A well

ik
study and
in whieh
r line
in hav
what 11

pr

of

rolesome

person can always h to do
to supply the nece life, but
the larger lfe and wiser alm which
some oné wrote ab comoa not
throtugh the teaching of vocatl
which can be taught o hit

Most of our groent mean o
students of life whao, In

had nothing and were
That is the soeret, To
Ing generation to do

the necassities of 1ife, i
to count themselves rich, h
itable. But now, “"How to
material way,"” secems to b
sehools ara placing thelr «

Mr, Mitty
knowledga beln (.
ing the subjec ma oursal
where we can find Information
Ag I told my county sups
when gquestioned as to wha
ered the most <essential propert
aoducation, it lan't the subject
but a conditien to he developed in
puplls who, given a certiin amount of
work to do, know how to =o
getting It done clean and In a
tory mannar and to know t
dldn't know and how to ohtain
knowladge—to cultivate proficlency

every simpla thing. When this

with srhat the schoola hav
lald most stress on, 1 think th
gshall filnd no fault In

women who nre the ros
ention, and it s for them
has been most productive
life.

DRAWBACK IN MONDAY

Ment and Produce Deanlers, and Con-
sumers, Moo, Would Sunffer.
PORTLAND, May 18.—(1

tor.)—In referéence to the

The Oregonian entitied

on Monday” I would
words as to iz

n.lines of husiness
, the meat &n
jally In Suar
of argument, It
privileges to all,

ngs closs at noon on

in the case of A aildny

‘ in closed until josdfy mor?
following. The diffle y of providing
and preserving in Ible condition
a great many artlol of food, espe
cinl frosh meat, for that space of

time, Is apparent.

The number of people whn would
welcoma tha proposed combination of
week-end vacatlons would be leglon,
but 1 have reason to belleve there
would be foungd amor them & goodly
number who would get
meat “ns late as Saturday
night,” and who wol 2y s “Why,
we cannot get anything now that will
keep for Monday,” or “we have no
placa to keep I

Of course I may be llke Vice-Presl

dent Marshall—"out of orde
proposed change may be Intended o1
for boot andg shoe people and bankers
And agaln my brothers in the busine
may be Zo enamorsd with the money-
muaking idea that the reproach of
beinz slves to the cause would fall
on deal ears. This latter applles
especially to thosa engaged In the
meat busineas. At the present time
tha emoluments are g0 great that they
constitute one grand, continuous

round of pleasure stowing them away
W

¥

Of course the losa of thase pleasures
would, In o measure, be o fset by u
teip to the country. or In the case of
thosae who hod no rural inclinations,
the opportunity of three vislts to
Twenty-fourth and Vaughn streets
might sufllee.

conclusion, put me down for e
-weelk holiday from June 1 to Qpto-
ber 1. B H 1 RY

PAY = AS=-YOU - GO POLICY DESIRED

HOLIDAY |

B

Correspondent Wants Cliy Officers Who |

Wi} Not Issue Bonds,

PORTLAND, May 17.— (To the Ei-
Itor.}—Multnomah County bulit a nypw
Courthouss ot an expanse of $1,600,000
and pald for it in cash.

The clty bufit sadwny bridges ot
nn expense of §1,600,000 and owes overy
dollar of It, besldes a large additional
amount for discount on bonds suffercd
becatise of our depreciated cree

When we were Izsulng !
bridges, Clty Hall and other improv
ments, the plea wWAs made that o
terity would ba benefited—iet
ghare the burden. Well, we have waorn
out two bridges (which had to hs ve-
placed from sales of more bonds), an-
other ono has nearly reached the l
of its usefuiness: wes have usad t
City H=all to the point of extenslve pe-
palrs, and are nearing the time when a
new bullding must be erected; we havae
pitld in interest on some of thesa It
more than their original cost, and wi
leave postarity to pay for a miscel-
laneous lot of dead horses,

Give us officials at this election who
can pay &s they ®o, and retire those
who are responsible for a large lot of
this mismanagemaeant.

J. W.CAMPRELI.
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In Private Life

By Dean Collinws,
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