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THE DESPOTIC LAND OFFICE.

Not only do the laws governing ac-
guirement of public land need thor-
cugh revision, but the entire adminis-
tration of the land laws needs com-
plete overhauling, Evidence submlit-
tad to the Senate committee on public
jands proves conclusively that the de-

. cision of contests has been despotic,

> pealed or

capriclous and frequently In violation
of the plain directions of law. By its
interpretation of laws passed for the
protection of homesteaders and min-
ers, the Land Office has in effect re-
radically amended them.
Hettiers have been bedeviled In a man.
ner worthy of Russis or Turkey. The
bias of each succeeding Secrstary of

. the Interior on the subject of conser-

«=-valton ha=

colored decislons of his
No precedents rule.
certalnty anywhere that

subordinates,
There = no

the principles Inid down in one de-
clslon will be followed in another
parallel with it

The rules governing adjudication

of land cases are based on the theory
that they are simply deals between
buyer and seller. Originally this was
a sonnd theory, for the land was 20id
outright for eash. But our land laws
are now so complex that private equi-
tiés of great value grow up which are
at the meres of the Land Office. They
are matters for judiclal determination,
but clerks and attorneys in the Land

Office have been constitated the
Judges, though they represant one of
the parties to the transaction—the
Government Only In rare cases is
appeal Lo the courts possible. Con-

gress has vested the Interlor Depart-
ment with wide dlscretion to make
rules and ragulations, This discretion
has bean used by the Land Office au-
tocrats to amend and repeal laws and
to put In operation thelr own ideas of
what the law should be. They are the
great Pooh-Bahs, In administering
the law ther axercise executive power;
in making rules, professedly applying
the law bui sctually changing it, they
exercise legisiative power, in declding
cisims and contests, they exercise ju-
dicial power. They are all three di-
viclons of the Government rolled into
They are the law.

one
indi-

A land econtext between two
viduals is.trierd before a judge and
jurv, who hear all oral and see ali

documentary evidence. A land con-
te between nn Iindividual and the
Government is tried by the Govern-
ment through Land Office officlals,
with no jurs, and the judge considers
as evidence specinl agents’ reports
which are not put In evidence, but are
withheld from the claimant as *“con-
fidentlal.” The same man who col-
fected the Government's evidence may
try the case and decide the appeal
from his own decision.

The statement that the Land Office
has repealed laws may seem Incredl-
ble. but it Is true. In 1891 a law was
passped providing that after the lapse
of two vears from the issue of final
receipt without contest o homesteader
shall get a patent, but the depart-
ment has interpreted away this right
of the settler until it now arrogantly
refusss 1o be bound by the law. Be-
canse the department found suspicions
vircumstances !n seventeen entries in|
the Siletz country, It arbitrarily sus-
pended all entries in fiftesn townships
in that section. The Land Office has
ereatad s new class of homesteads
srhich it calls “timbered homesteads,™
though the law recognizes no such
classification. Though the law Te-
gulres a2 homesteader to reside on or
cultivate his clalm, it ha= been con-
strued as requiring him to reside on
and cultivate. This constructlon has
been used to extend Natlonal forests
by cancellation of entries on so-called
timbered h-\m,‘-zr.lm!s in states where

the law expressly forbids such exten-
elon Men whe have spent yveurs in
improving homesteads have been

driven out to make room for scrip fli-
ings by men who would hold the land
for its timber. By requiring as much
improvement on & homestead in the
fourteen months’ residence required
for commutation as during the five
yeara' residence required for free
homestead. the Land Office has prac-
ticnlly repealed the commutation
homestead law, -Congress provided
that reservation of public land should
not Ilmpair the right to explore,
welop and purchase mineral land, but
$1: 1510 the withdrnwal, at the Instiga-
tlon of the Land Office, excepted coal,
oll, gas and phosphate land, and the
law of August, 1912, made the right of
metalliferous

dg=

o

miners apply only te
minerals This cut outl <lays, lime, |
marbile, onvx. building stope, cement,

gypsum, borax, polishes and all other
hon-metallic minernls,

President Taft proposed creation of
a land court hear appeals from
the Interior Department. The friends
of the settfiers propose appeals to the
Circult Court of Appeals In the United
Btates and to the district courta for
coal claimants in Alaska. But In or
der that justice may be done, the
Land Office should be overhauled, Its
entire practice revised and the men
who, through long hahblt, are mental-
1y incapable of dealing out justice

to

shouid be displaced. We look to
President Wiison and Secretary Lane

to initixte
end to the arbitrary
methods which now prevaill,

“INWEPT, UNHONORED AND UNSUNG.™

“Breathes thers A man with soul so
dead who never to himself hath said,
*This Is my own, my native land?
Whose henrt hathh noe'er within him
burned us home his footstép. he hath
tarned from wandering on & foreign
strand ™ TYes, there breathes just
such a man wnd his name &= Frank J
Gould He has been meandering
around in New Yark for the last few
months half dead with ennul, bored to
the last limit of endurance. And now
he b golng back to France and there

his
mental energies to raising artichokes.
He 1= never coming back any more be.
cause “America Is not amusing.”

Poor Frank. It Is an everlasting
pity that the American people have
not turned thelr attention to making
amusement for their bored million-
aires, ms Samson did for the Philis-
tines. The only thing to dread If they
had dome so would have been that
they might Imitate Samson a little far.
ther and pull down the pillars of the
temple on the heads of the merry-
makers.

In this great land of promise, where
the hope of humanity Is beginulng to
blossom into reality, Frank Gould can
find nothing to do. None of our prob-
lems Interest him. None of our op-
portunities charm him. He Is going
back to France to raise artichokes in
prefersance to taking & hand in the
noblest and most dificult work the
world has ever sesen. No doubt some
kindly instinct has guided him to
choose wisely. ‘A man who can be
content with growing artichokes and
nothing more is hardly fit to help grow
a Nation.

Amerlos has done a great deal for
Frank Gould and his dbrothers and sls-
ters. Our natural resources have been
poured out like water for them. Thou-
sands of men have toiled to make
them rich and are toiling for them
still. The laws have besn indulgsnt
to them. Public opinion has endured
many an insalt from them and their
kind. We might justly look for some
better return than sneers. It is scarce.
ly posgible to believe that America was
endowed by Providence with Its nat-
ural wealth in order that empty-head.
ed simpletons might grow artichokes
neay Paris. It §s reasonable to belleve
that there must have been some other
purpoee in it all

SAME OLD PARTY CAUCUS

President Wilson sends for the
chairman of the house ways and
means committes, and instructs him
s to the Administration's views of the
proposed tariff bill. The ways and
means committee has a meeting and
conforms with the tariff pluns of the
President,

President
Democratic
finance commitise
legislation in charge)

Wilson sends for the
members of (he Senste
(which has tariff
and notifies

|them thut the Administration has a

certain tariff polley which (t wishes
to have Incorporated in the tariff bill
The Democratic Senators express a
willingness to vield to the President's
desires, but are In doubt whether the
entire Demoecratic majority can be
whipped Into line.

It ls evident that the President,
through the Democratic leaders, in-
tends to use the party lash in order
to procurs legisiation from Congress.
The open door ut the White Houso has
no relation to the open floor of Con-
gress, for the iron rule of the Demo-
cratic machine s to override free de-
bats snd independent action by Con-
gress, or by Congressmen. The tariff
bill of the Administration and all
other cardinal policles are to be crys-
tallized, perfected and adopled behind
the doors of the pariy caucus.

It is a Government by party, We
support party because party stands
for some well-defined principle, or
code of principles. We elect & Presi-
dent because he represents certain
ideas and policles. Wa elect & major-
ity of Congress because it upholds
certain purposes, detires and aspira=
tions of the people.

Thus there are some things we yet
do ns our unenlighteped fathers did.
If we expect u President and Congress
to ignore party and the party caucus,
we must devize some other way than
throngh party to elect them.

— ————
SESTIMENT VERSUS FACT.
revival of the _activities of
peace advocates has followed
spesach of Winston Churchill in
BEritish Parliament, in which he ad-
vocated a ¥Vear's truce among the na-
tions in warship bullding. The World
Peace Foundation quotes Mr. Church-
fi's words with approval and ex-
presses a hope for co-operation among
the three great Teutonic nutione—the
Onited States, Great Britain and Ger-
interest of pence and

the
the
the

A

many-—in the
cessation of armaments, It rejoices In
the refusal of Congresa to build two

battleships yearly, It quotes Secretary
of State Bryan and Nicholas Murray
Butler ke ndvoontes of the Democratic
pollecy of a small Navy, peace and ar-
bitration.

Mr. Bryan's utlersnces assume pe-
cullar Importance by reason of his &p-
pointment to conduct our forelgn rela-
tions. At the Mohonk conference, in
1610, he held up to ridicule the com-
petition In naval armament among NA-
tions and declared that, If we told the
world we did not belleve in war and
that we had no disputes we were not
willing to submit to the judgment of
the world, we should soon have treatles
of peace with practically all nations,
and other natlons would follow our ex-
| ample untll the day of war would be
past. He spoke in the same spirit at
Ralelgh. N. C., only a week before the
fnauguration.

These are beautiful sentiments, hut
ahat are the facts? There have been
more wars among elvilired nations In
the last twenty vears than In any like
period for generations. Wa hod the
Chino-Japanese war In 1594-5 . the
Greco-Turkish war in 1887, the Span-
lsh-American war in 1598, the Boer
war in 1899-1901, the Russo-Japanese
war ln 1904-5, the Itallan-Turkish war
in 1811-12, and the Balkan war in
1812-13. Would any of the nations
involved in these wars have been will-
ing to submit their disputes to arbltra-
tion?
were issues to be settled which could
only be settled by force, and the
weaker In each cise wax bealen, re-
gardless of the abstract rights of the
controveray. Every nation professes
an carnest desire for peace, but when
hnu.‘h an issue as that between Great
Britaln and the Boers or between the
Balkan states and Turkey arises, they
will accept no arbjtrament exoept thsat
jof war. All nations follow Colonel
Roosevelt'’s admonition: “Speak softly,
| but carry a big stick.” To throw away
our big stick would be equivalent to
dlzarming the Sheriff and notifying

these reforms and put an = . 5
;mr-.:h-.mber!”w burglars that there Is naught to

fear.

There is no reason to hope that Ger-
| many will accept Mr. Churchill’'s Invi.
| tation to make & truce. That country
| has rejected every disarmament over-
ture at The Hague conferences, She
will continue to arm, and other nations
will do llkewise. Our words will have
weight in the congress of nations pro-
portionate to our power to back them
with deeds. If Mr. Bryan hus his way
in the Wilson Administration, the in-
fluence of the United States among on-
tions will sink to a Jow ebb

Huerta now talks of retiring. He's
beenn In too long, The Presidential

We know they would not. There |

Words of solemn admonition are ad-

to any Democratic Senators who may
dissent from their party on the tarif
bill and to the leaders In the Benate.
The Post calls for a firm attitude on
the part of the lu_aﬂera to overcome re-
caleitrancy on the part of those who
inaist on protective demands in the in-
terest of thelr own constituencles. It
continues:

For any tariff bill that has obtained. after
full deliberation, the suthoritative approval
of the Presldent snd of the léaders in Con-
gress, it Is now clear that with ordinarily
strong and sagaclous party management,
enough votes can be had to sescure its pas-
sage In both houscs. Those who nra guing
to fight for concessions of a protective na-
ture will huve to reckon with this situstion
from the start, and piteh thelr note sccord-
ingly. There will bo & hearing for dissen-
tleuts, but there can be oo coercion by them,
uniess the men at the helm are weak. or un-
fanthful. er Incompetent. The only danger-
point liea in the as yet unknown charmcter
of the party leaderahip in the Senate. And
those entrusted with that leaderahip should
be mods to understand fromm the outset that
dpon thelr shoulders rests & responsibllisy
of the gravest kind. The psrty 8 In no
extraordinary situation., but in thea normal
podition of a party In Mil control of all
branches of the Fedaral Government and it
must give a good sccount of itself or suffer
the penalty of faliure.

This i= a4 warning to the leaders to
stand pat agalnst the demands of pro-
tectionists within the party ranks. It
bis & hint to the protectionists that, it
they persist in thelr demands, the
leaders will find votes elsewhere to
| pass the objectionable provisions in
face of their opposition. Where does
the Post expeot to get these votes?
The answer gcems to be: From the
Bull Moosers and the Progressive Re-
publicans.

If the Loulslana Senators and those
from the beet sugiar sintes should bolt
on free sugir, éenough Republicnns and
Bull Moosers might be won over to off-
set the loss. Froe raw sugar wWas i
Eepublican polley until 1897, when the
party went wild on protection, and cun
conslstently be taken up again now
that Republicans have regaincd their

sanses. To do o would not only be in
accordance with party  peolley, but
would be good political tactics. Re-

publicans could thenm cloim & share of
the credit for relleving the people from
oppreseive tarifl taxes. The Democrats
would be driven to impose a stiff in-
come tax in order to Nl up the hole in
the Treusury caused by free sugar, or
to curtall expenses most carefuliy.
Elther course would not redound to
Democratic popularity.

It ls extremesly doubtful whether
appeals to party loyalty will make any
impresslon on the sugar BSenators,
They have more to gain politically by
caring for what they regard as the
interestas of their states than by main-
taining party solidarity. Perhaps the
Western Democratic Benators will take
the sama view of free wagol. Then we
shall have another demonstration of
the truth of Hancoek's sayving thatl the
tariff Is a local lssue.

W

AS THE TWIG 15 BENT.

Pointing across the street at the
town druookard, *“There but for the
grice of God,"” exclalmed the great
New England preacher, “goes Jona-
than Edwards,” In his dialect the
phrase “grace of God" was the symbol
of something exceedingly complicated.
It included the instruction and exam-
ple of his parents and teachers., the
companionship of his bovish friends,
the precepts which hed been fixed In
his memory as soon as he could speak,
the ldeals that he had been taught to
loock up to, the habits he had been
lad to form long before he knew what
a hahit was  All thesa thing=s and
many more were incinded In the
“grace of God" as Jonuthan Edwurds
understood . He had Dbeen saved
from the miserable fate of the town
drunkard because in his youth he had
enjoyed good home training in a fa-
vorable environment. A writer in
the Outlook quotes from Paul Dubols
a4 passiage of the s=ame import. “If
you have the happiness to be a well-
living man,” he says, “take care not
to attribute the credit of it to your-
self. Remember the favorable condl-
tions in which you have lived, &ur-
rounded by relatives who loved you
and =&t you a good example. Keep
a grateful remembrance for all the
teachers who have influoenced you, the
kind and Intelllgent schoolmaster, the
devoted pestor, Realize thag al]l these
multiple influencex have made you
what you are."” Had the early influ-
ences been different they would have
produced a different man.

The Intelligent world 1= at Jlast
wakening to the importance of edu-
cating children properly. Education

is rising to the dignity of nn Imperial
problem. Ewverything else begins 1o
lopk a Httle dwarfed in comparison
with it. The world is becoming con-
sclous of the tremendous fact that

we coild once produce a thoroughily
well-educated gensration of human
belngs the perplexitier of civilization
would melt away almost of them-

eelves Jlke dew befors the morning
sun. And with this thought goes the
other, which Is equally momentous,

that gll education begins and centers
In the homa. This ls true in spite of
all the regrettable facts that seem to
point In other directions, There are
thousands of children, some of them
highly gifted, who have no homes.
Viee, divorce, misfortunes of various
| Eorts, have sent them out in childhood
|'(-'- fend for themeselves in the hard
world Thousands of mothers are
obligad to leave thelr dwellings daliy
to help sarn bread for their families
To talk of their homes iz mockery.
St the fact abides that the homeless
child and the chiid, whose home
defective can never be educated as he
ought. He loges something by his
miszfortune that he never can regain
no matter how long he lives, and go-
clety loses more by the dwarfing and
perversion of his powers. The first atep
in public education ought to be to sx¢
that all e¢hlldren have homes. It i=
as Important as to see that all calves
have good shelter. When this funda-
menta] step has been taken we may
cheerfully pass on to other considera-
tions. We may ponder, for one thing,
upon what {s called by modern peda-
gogues “the law of psychological de-
terminism.” According to thia law
everything that a mniure person de-
sires or thinks and every act that he
dues flow from his previous acts, de-
gires and thoughts.

The mental states of early chi‘d-
hood are more powerful than any oth-
ers in determining later conduct and
standards. Tt has been truly salc that
every man's ideal woman is hls math-
er. From her, or the woman who
tdok her place when he was in his
cradle, he acquired images of woman-

is

hood that will go with him to the
grave and charm him to hls ‘ast
breath. Almaost equally enduring are

the [deals of honesty, bravery, fldelity
to truth and friendshlp, of patience

dre=sed by the New Jork Evenicg Post |

They are the hebitual thoughts of our
lives. If they are bad they will be
lifelong enemies. If they are good
they will be lifelong friemds, This
portentous psychological law tells us
again that thers is no influence in
the world so strong as the “sugges-
tions” impossd upon us by our sur-
roundings when we are children.
They give us what Bergson calls the
“alan - primitif,” the original impulse
of our courss through the world. And
not only that, they renew the Impalse
from Instant to instant as long as we
live. The wise parent cannot forget
that tremendous scena in “Jane Eyrs"
where the forlorn governess resists
Rochester's plea for an illegnl union.
All the desires of her soul, all her
hopes of happiness said “Yield." She
wans saved by harking back to the
solid rock of youthful prineiple. No
present strength of her soul rescusd
her. It was the strength of those old
suggestions rising from the pdast and
summoning her to righteous judgment,

What is education but forming hab-
its? All else is but splashes in the
memory which perturb the child for
a little while and then die away. But
habit endures forever. Habit = char.
gpctor. It Is rectitude, It Is practical
gkill. Even sympathy for the unfor-
tunate 18 a habit. Pity that does not
end in aection Is a sort of debauchery.
It may even disintegrate the moral
nature #o badly that all practical ef-
fort for others becomes impossible.
The eolassical tale of the Russlan
Countess who wept over a heroine's
sulferings in the theater wwhile her
conchmun froze to death in the stroet
embodies & world of warning to par-
ents. It is worse than useless 1o
preach to children aboul thelr dutles
to others. The only effective teaching
comes from making them go and do
thelr duty unti]l the habit Is so se-
curely linked that it will never fall
After all Mr. Squeers had the right
concept of education, ““We téll2 them
how and then they goes and does i1,
wis his maxim. Who ever found a
better one?

One of thess days an indignant citi-
zen, somewhat of the bulld and tem-
perament of Colonel Wood, will sally
forth in an jronclad automobile and
court calamity (to the other fellow)
for the hilarfous glory of the dire con-
sequences.

A Peansylvania man will walk 2800
miles to Portland just to show what
a gober blue-ribbon man can do. Still,
ma&ny a track-walking toper has
tramped as many thousand miles.

Paris laughs at the mishap of the
German avintors whose dirigible land-
ed within her borders. The Kalser,
however, will file the record in the
card index, handy for the next war.

Since California wiil have no exhibit
at the Panama-Pacific fair, visitors
will have to tour the state in order to
learn what it has to show. This will
not leave much time to sec the falr.

Sending Mrs, Pankhurst to prison
for three vears is a miscarriage of
justice. She should have been s=ent
to an inpane asylum., whers har mal-
ady could be scientlfically treated,

The record of the Chicago man with
four wives, all Hving in the same sub-
urb, is unparalleled. How did the
neighborhood gossips let such a mor-
sel get awsy from them?

One of the first things American
women need to learn after getting the
suffrage is to mind thelr own business,
Then they would keep out of English
jails &nd hunger-strikes,

It mus=t not .be assumed that the
pretty Canadlan waltress who mar-
ried a count will not have to work
any more. It may be that she will
have two to support.

8t. Louls women refuse to draw
the color line at a suffrage vonfer-
ence. Women are learnihg the sub-
tletlds of the politleal game with

amazing rapidity.

A cigarette dropped carelessly yes-
terday caused a $100,000 fire In an
Albertn town. It s llttle, however,
the smoker of them cares for such
consequences,

Fiven the gloomy, gray £tones of the
014 Bailey muslt have shuddered at
the scenes created by the suffragsttes
when the Pankhurst was sentenced,

Mrs. Washburne's success at making
West Hammond walk the chalk lne
furnishes a hint as o who will be boss
in the Washburne housé¢hold.

At the rate exploration of the polar
reglons goes on, we shall soon know
as much about them zs we know
about our own back woods.

Fronce has caught the English fear
of German war balloons, Both na-
tiong will need straljght-jackets 1If
these phoblas persist,

If President Wilson can line up the
Senators and keep them lined up, he
|swill prove himself & master-hand at
;rnanag!np men.

the

What wiil the Coionel say (o
backsliders who returned to the He-
publicsin party at the municlpal
elections?

Astoria, with an Astorian, &lgo has
a paper cnlled the Astorite. By and
| by she will llkely have an’ Asterisk.

(‘ustll!a‘p pride must receive a =se-
vere shock when we recognize John
Chinaman, but fall to sea Mexico.

Japaness are active in the Mexican
border disturbances. Time for the
vellow-perillsts (o have a chill

Strawberries from the far South
are in the market for people who can-
not afford to buy them.

Theodore Edison, like his dad, is
no quiiter. though his first invention
did blow up.

—————

Belng a small state, hatpin points
must hereafter be covered In New
Jersey,

Raina l1ke thesa local showers would
eisewhere cause panic.

A censug of the Presidents of Mex-
jco should be taken.

tor.)—It Is true that low wiges are
not the solo caus= of prostitution. But
when the editor says, “To sst on the
theory that girls will follow the
straight path at a Ylgher wage, but
wil] fall at o lower wage, s to make
female purity a matier of mere dollars
and cents. Such virtus is no yirtus at
all,™ girls who have had to work and
support themselves and sometimes help
support others as well just lsugh, be-
cause they know a man who could say
such a thing as that about woman has
never needed money as bitterly as they

seen others for whom he was respons-
ible in need of the comforts of lifas.
Oh, he may have missed a meal or two;
that would only sharpen his appetite.
But to be hungry., week after week—
nevar have a mea] that satisfiss the
stomach's craving—does he know what
that means? To know that in oma's
youth the body is being so lmpover-
{shed that perhape healthy, normal
womanhood will be forever denled her
—to llve in the midst of the good
things of life—good food, good clothes,
lamusements, friendly people (ounly not
friendly with her)., and not to reach
out and take any of thess good things,
but to remsin cold wnd lonely and hun-
gry. though ever so pure and virtuous—
it {sn't a very attractive outlook, Is 1t?

Purity Is a very fine thing; but after
all, i= it the one-and-only, the abso-
lute, the supreme good in a girl's lfe?
Muyst the gir! who works for the
meager wage which is al] she can com-
mand forégo nll the rest of Iife to re-
muin pure? 1f she parts with her chas-
tity In order to obtain more food. bet-
ter clothes, some of the pleasures of
friendly companionship—Iin short. a
littie more life, In whatever form she
most keenly feels its need, ls she to
be utterly condemned as one who ‘has
no wvirtue at all?’

Rheta Childe Dorr, writing in Every-
body's & few yesars ugo, sald her Inves-
tigation of the llving conditions among
working girle convinced her that the
great plty was, not that gome of them
had resorted to prostitution to lighten
the missry of their exlistence, but that
more of them had not done so. Life is
the great, the supremely desirable
thing, for working girls aa well as for
othar people. Not existence, but life,
frea from the haunting fear of whers
tomorrow's dinner is to gome from, and
what would happen In case of {llnéas,
accldent, or an enforeed jny-off from
other gause. Pa¥ uws living wagas—nol
just enough to buy bread and tea, but
enough to live on: and then tackle the
causes of prostitution which remain.
You will find your work wonderfully
lightened. “When we are no longer
hungry, vhen we can afford to llve in
some other kind of home than a hall
bedroom or an oversrowded flat, wa
won't have to meet our friends on
streat corpers and |In dance halls, and
wea won't be half so liable to tempta-
tion by “immoral men" Men know
they can buy the hungry girl; they are
more oareful how they approach the
girl who looks as If she did not necd
mnney.

Than, when ¥ou pay our fathers and
brothers wages enough so that our jit-
tle sisters won't have to go out and
work befors they are grown, you will
find vour taxk of seeking out the
causes of prostitution will he very easy
indeed—becausa most of the prostitu-
tion will have disappeared,

Asx for vice and immorslity outside
of actual prostitution or the sale of the
bedy for money—that is another and
very different story.

WL

It # so common a form of argument
that it Is perhwps useless to protest
rzalnst the solection of an iscieted
gentence an the text for a eritlelsm.
This 15 what the correspondent has
done. The Oregonlan has very plainly
gintad that low wages have their in-
fluence on the prevalence of the soclal

M. LISSNER,

vice. But it has protested against the
epparently Erowing assumption that
chastity In general Is maintained or

lost ms the result of the difference of n
few dollars a weelk In ineqme. In the
exceptiona] Instances the correspond-
ent mentlons higher wages would tend
to prevent sin, but downfall of girle
i necomplished In larger part by the
offering of “pleasures” which would
ba heyond thelr means wvirtnousiy to
enjoy oven If they recelved the most
liberal conception of the minimum
| wage.

The Oregonlan agnin wdmits that the
payment of a living wage would lessen
the soclal evil but it protests against
the ecorrespondent's assumption that
| there is more “life’ in the exisience of
[xha- prostitute than In that of the Im-
| poverished girl In & respectable hall
bedroom. To imply that there is is a
bise encouragement to wrong doing.
| The pleasures of the fallen woman are
nucessarily brief. Nuature If outraged
will exact a penalty. Loes of health.
looks, youth, deprive the degraded
woman of her resources. In 88 cases
ot of 100 her lfe ends In n degree of
misery and poverty unknown even to
the {ll-niourished, meagerly clad work-
ing girl. and, moresover., ends there
quite speedily. There are as distinct
steges of poverty in the underworld as
alsewhere and the prostitute, asimost
without exception; descends ultimately
to the lowest level, there to have ler
suffering augmented by dissase.

“Can™t.'™

PORTLAND, April 4—q20 e Edl-
tor.)—A. says there l# no word spelled
“san’t,” meaning cannot, etc, WIll you
please settle the argument?

OLD SUBSCRIBER,

The word “ean't” is given in the
Century dictionary and is defined as
a “colloquial contraction of the word
‘cannot.’” The word “cant'"—spellied
without the npostrophe—has seversl
meaningn,

Trimming Leo
| By Dean Collins.
Though Leo, ino thse City Park,
| Be much in nesd of manicuring,

J:‘I‘hq-ra are, mathinks, but few who hark

The call, or think the job alluring.
£fo Leo's nalls, day out, day.in,
Maka him mors Hke a mandarin,
Breathes there no man with soaul so

stout

That he can enter, calmly smiling,
Old Leo’s cage and set about

The task of pollshing and fling?
Is there no damsal falr, whose smiles
May moothe the llon while she filex?

De=nalr not yat, O Keeper Man,
'!‘hml!gh none accept the job you men-
tion;
I've figured out a way we can
Employ far Leo’s circumvantion,
And worklng 1t, when all eise fails,
Get rid of Leo's sprouting nails,

Let park fraquentera, each and ail,
While gasing at his kingly festures
Bniff and with scornful accent drawl,
“I hate such poor, moth-esten cres-
tures!"
And Leo, writhing on his shelfl,
Will bite his nails all off himself.

have. He has never been hungry nor|

PORTLAND, Apri]l 3.—(To the HEdl-
tor.)—A few and only a few of Roose-
velt's admirers now indorse his conduct
in refusing to compromise at the last
Republican convention and joln in nom-
inating as the head of the Republican
ticket a real Progressive, Hadley, of
Aissourl, His courage falled him and
he could not take defeat; hs could not
see the principlea he claimed so dear
to him represented by a nomines unless
that nominee was “me.” Why could he
not subordinate personal interest to the
sucoess of progressive principles? His
desire to head the ticket was st strons,
that he was not governed by his hetter
Judgment,

Colonel Rpossvelt did more durlng
his two terms as President than any
other President In many years Lo
awaken the publle consclence upon
sconomle questions, but failed wut-
terly a8 & constructive execu-
tive. In fact all remember at the time
he so strongly indorsed and recoms-
mended Taft as his successor he stated
that Taft could accomplish more Aas
President than he himself could, which
was true. mnoosevelt, with his “big
stlek” tactlics had so antagonized Con-
Eress that it was slmost imposaibla for
him to fgqree constructive legisiation,
Of course, Roopevelt made It possible
for Wllzon to bhe elected, not by any-
thing he did while President, but by
spliting the Republican party. Had he
stood by and assisted in nominsating a
real progressive at Chicago, and not
defeated him, as he did, he would have
shown to the world that he was not
governed altogether by personsl mo-
tives. But before this defeat he was
never a progressive, and while he was
President was continually flghting La
Follette In the Senate and other lead-
ing progressive Republicans. It wWas
the popularity of Roosevelt that gave
the Progressive party such s wonderful
vote last Fall, not that they had adopt-
ed o platform of radical progressive
measures—not at all. Most of the fol-
lowing of the third party were men
and women who are st heart Repub-
Heans, and were temporarily carried
away from the “grand old party™ by
admiration for and loyalty to Theodore
Roosevell. Many really thought if the
people had half a chance to vote for
Roosevelt thut he would sweep the
country, but he was defeated, and cur-
rled a larger vote than he ever wiil
ngain, for It is always easier to defeat
A& man who has once been defeated,

Of course Wilson does not quote
Roosevelt and call La Follette to his
counsels, for the reason Hoosevelt wis
and lg & progressive for office and La
Follette Is now and for many, many
years has been a staiwart progressive
Republican. With La Follatte, Cum-
mins, Hadley, Borah and other real pro=
gressives in the lead and control of Lie
Republican party the pext convention
will nominate the next President of the
United States, Because once defented
by an nccldent thers Is no use in Being
discouraged, and no reason to think
the party anniiollated.

C. B. ..A FOLLETTE.

$68 East Glisan streeb.

HOW S0OCIAL EVIL IS SUSTAINED

Men Make Girla Go Wrong, and Women
Mnake Them Stay So.

PORTLAND, April 3.—(To the Bdi-
tor.)—What makes girls' go wrong?
Men. Whare there is one girl wrong
there are %0 men who are so delighted
with her wrongdoing that they readlly
and josfully pay her for wrong

What makes girlis &stay wrong?
Women—nice, moral, cultured, virtuous
women. When, as & girl I made my
first misstep, Immediately it Wan
known I was ostracised; while the
voung man responsible, who had spent
half the Summer mansuvering and
pleading for my downfall, was still in-
vited to social gatherings, and was as
popular ns he ever was, though his
partieipation was fully known, and I
was not the first girl with him, nor
the last,

While unhappy, 1 was shut out from
everything, and scorned on the streetl
I flad from the village to the olly,
where 1 found companionshlp and sym-
pathy among the demlimonde, who sald,
“Stop your erying. What's the differ-
ence, anyway? They'd send you to the
‘home for the lost.' whose stigma would
attach to you if you lived to be a hun-
dred, whila they'd likely do the rame
thing thems=elves, if they had your
chance.”

1f I had recelved humans treatment
my first sin would have been my jast

It's about Illke thisx: “Why. how do
vou do, Mr. Rake? Come In and sit
down, O, you naughty boy¥! How bad
yvou tr=atad poor Ittle Stellal You
ought to be ashamed of yoursell. 1
saw her on the street yesterday, but
of course 1 didn't speak to her. And
she used to be such n nice girl—so
helpful In our charitable work. Don"t
go, my daughter will be right down.
You won't fail to be at my party Thurs-
day, will you?"

I have had men tell me—notl one, but
muny—how they have visited young
mirls at thelr homes or taken them for
walks, and spent hour after hour,
gometimes ‘for weeks, coaxing and
pleading with them, trying to persunds
them to wrongdolng., And perhaps they
would end by saying of some girl who
hand yielded after resisfing for a long
time, “She g now a common courte-
san, Oh, well, If 1t hadn't been I, It
would have been some olBer man.”

How are people golng to manage, if
certain courses are all right for men
and uttarly, damnably wrong for wom-
on, when the men require female par-
tieipants? WIIl not some women, of
necessity, have to go “wrong” to keep
men ‘right”?

P. 3.—Why do men go wrong?

M J. B

New HRoad Laws.

BEAVERTON, Or.. April 2—(To the
Editeor)—Kindly publish the substance
of the laws passed by the late Oregon
Legislature relating to opening new
county roads and assessing the dam-
agea? The bills are az follows:

8. B. 41, 143 and 196,

H. B, 220, 367 and 5234

Of If it is too much to publish, would
vou please tell me where T can get the

desired Information?
J. 8. BROOKE.
Rond laws complets in pamphilet form
will be published by the Secretary of

State and may be secured about May 1
or shortly theraafter. Typewrltten
coples of Jaws may be secured from the
Secretary of State at the legal rate of
25 cents per 100 words or, I desired, $2
extri for certification.

8, B. 41 relates to method of resch-
ing by road land not already sccessibl
by & road.
1aw, so that In districts containing lesg
than 12 freeholders on petition of o
mnjority of freeholders In such district
roids may be lold out, altered, straight-
ened or restored. B B. 150 relatey to
the manner in which corporations men-
tianed in section 6838 of the code muy
take portions of a road by constructing
a similar road parsllel or nearby. H. B.
220 glves ths Rallrosd Commission
power to pass on the question of a rall-
road crosging the llne or right of way
of another. H., B. 167 allows the County
Court to puay damages from the gen-
eral county road fund in the csse of a
ropd laid from one county road to an-
other when all parties adjacent have
the full use and benefit of such road.
H. B. 524 is shown on ths records as
having falled to pass

The Son of an Gentleman.
Life.

“Remember, Arthur, you are the son
of a gentleman. Try to beliave like
one for just one day.”’

“All riglit. mother, but it will spoil

the whole day for me."

From The COregonisn of April 5, 1858
Pendieton, April 4—The Democraiic
state convention today adopted the
plutform. E. D. McKle presentsd John
M, Gearin for the Congresslonul nom-
toation. Huston, of Washington, pro-
sented A. 8 Bennett, of Wasco., Smith,
of Clatsop, presented J. K. Wealther-
ford, of Linn. Collins, of Baker, pre-
sentad T. C. Hyde. Weatherford asked
that his name be withdrawn, The bal-
lot stood: Gearin 105, Bennett 25, Hyde
17, Westherford # The nomination was
made unsoimous. For Supreme Judge.
Judge John Burnett, of Benton, Wwas
nominated by acclamation.

San Francisco, April 4 —At the an-
nual mesting of the stockholders of
the Southern Pacific today the follow-
Ing were chosen directors: Leland
Stanford, C. P, Huntington, Charlés
Crocker, Timothy Hopkins, M. V. Hun-
tington, . 8 Douty, W. E. Brown, S,
T. Gage, Arlel Lathrop, E. H, Miller, Jr.

Ban Francisco, April &.—Tyler Wood-
ward, of Portland, manager of the
Multnomah Strest Ballway, Is in town.
buying material for more #trest rali-
Wiy,

S8un Franclsco, April 4.—Colonel
Robert G. Ingersoll, his wife aud two
daughters, leave New York on the 10th
for California.

At Oregon City a plant for the manu-
facture of cement is belng put In at
a cost of 340,000,

Polk County Institute—The teachers’
Institute was called to order by State
Superintendent B. R, McElroy at Dui-
las Thesdey. Hon. J, D. Les, of Dallas,
dellversd the addresa of welcoms, to
whioh BSuperintendent D, D. Vincent,
of Washington County, responded. Pro-
fessor Van SBcoy, president of Wiljam-
etta University, delivered a lecture.

Rav. J. Q. A, Ii;ry. pastor of the
Flirst Baptist Church, arrived at-hils
former home, near Chicago, last even-
Ing.

The Reach Tract Bold.—Yeaterday
Mr. W. M. Xillingsworth purchased
the above tract of 36 wores, near Al-
bina, for $85.000. !

Last evening the Republicans held
primaries to select delegates to the
county convention.

The Enst Slde.—When the !mprove-
ment of N streat, now ih progress, s
vompleted, it will be one of the finest
in BEast Portland, It leads directly
out from the Willamette bridge to tho
cemotary.

Half a Century Ago

From The Oregoniun of April 8, 1803

Dr. H. H. King, of Jefferson, Marion
County, lately had one of the fingers
of his left hand entiraly taken off and
the remaining fingers frightfuliy lacer-
ated by contact with a circular saw.

The Natchez Courler says the Hart-
ford, with Admiranl Farragut on board,
anchored In front of that city on the
18th and sent a boat with a flag of
truce ashore, with a nmote to the Mayor
stating that 1f the United States gun-
boats waere fired.on by the people of
Nartchez or the guerillas he would bom-
bard the elty.

San Franclsco, Mareh 30.—Informa-
tion has been recéived of a plot con-
certed by Napa secesslonists to capture
the Government works at Mare Island.
Two hundred men were to take the
steamer Guadaloupes on Napa Crook,
crogs to Vallejo and seize the Govern-
ment works and vessele in that harbor.
The vessels were to be armed and
biought down to use agninst San Fran-
ciwco.

At 8 meseting of the citizens of Port-
land, held at the Courthouse on Satur-
day evening, the following nomina-
tlons wera mads for city afficers: For
Mavor, J. B, Congle; for Recoarder, Lovl
Anderson; for Marshal, ¥, M. Arnold;
for Treasurer, H. B. Morsa: for Afsess-

pr, F. C. Pomeroy. H. W. Corbett.
chairman: E. W. MeGraw, sscrefary.
in tha Plrst Ward Messrs, Bchuyler,

Cook and R. R, Thompson were nomli-
nated for the Counecll; In the Third
Ward Mesars Griydon, Sllver and Extes.

The real estate property of the Iata
Buell Woodwurd, sold at auvction last
Saturday by Mr. Richardson. brought
the following prices: Lots 1. 7, & and §
in block §, with improvements, Inclunding
the residence and garden, wers pur-
chased for $5000; south half of Jot &
in block % und fractional part of the
rear of morth half of lot 5 in block 3,
25x30 feot, upon which I8 situated the

store of Mr. DeWitt, sold In ono par-
cel for $3400. We beliesve this prop-
eriy was sold cheap.

pat

The Roosevelt
Autobiography

Incidents of Boyhood Days—
In the second installment of
his Chapters of a Possible Auto-
biography, Colonel Roosevelt
gives a further account of the
edarly part of his life. Do not
miss any part of this remark-
able story.

A New Science—It has been
founded and would codify the
whole universe,

Cabinet Women—A glimpse
:l{ the wives of our new Cabi-
net members, and an interview
with Mrs. Bryan.

The Brightest Boy—At 18 e
will shortly receive the degree
of dostor of philesophy at Harv-
ard University.

America’'s First Christians—
Were they the mound-builders?
The guestion is gone into by an
eminent anthority.

Children at Play—These mod-
érn times it really is necessary
to teach the young folks how to
play.

£20,000 for Dress—That is the
sum per vear the French Presi-
dent’s wife will spend.

Good-Bye, Seasickness — De-
vices have been perfected which
do away to g remarkable degree
with the rolling and pitehing of
ocean liners.

Wild Wheat—Ii has been dis- |
covergd in Palestine and will be
transplanted to Ameriea, with
resulis of the most important
character.

The Oompromise—A domestic
comedy by the noted author, W,
Hodgson Burnett.

A Romeo of the Oriemt—An
illnstrated short story by Wil-
lard Holeomb.

An Array of Other Features.

Order today of your newsdenler,




