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' the wall. But doing business under|is any discriminstion on the part of
trust methods has become second na-{any Portland newspaper ngainst the
ture to the Times and those for whom |literary or forensic output of that gen-
it tleman. Wae suppose that the reason
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HUERTA UNDER sUSPIOION.

The Huerta government of Mexico
i{s wunder susplclan of resorting to
murder in order to be rid of Madero
and Syarez. This susplcion rests upon
the motorious practice of killing pris-
omers on the pretext that they were
attempting to escape; on tha fact that
Gustave Madero was killed In this
manner only a few days ago; on the
manner in which Francisco Madero
and Suarcz were being conveyed to the
penitentiary, and on the story teld by
the government itself of the manner
In which they were killed.

The fact that the two men wers re-
moved at nearly midnlght proves that
secrecy was considered necessary, but
the attempted resuce, If there was
such an attempt, proves that the gov-
ernment's plans had become known.
Hlow? Did Huerta connive at this
betrayal of the secret In order thal
an attempted rescue, real or pretended,
might furnish an excuse for kliling
the prisoners? If the escort was en-
gaged in a flght with the rescuers
wonld Madero and Suarez have been
foolish enough to jump from the au-
tomobile inte the midst of the fight,
knowing that this would be the wel-
come signal for the escort to shoot
them down and that they might be
shot by somse of thelr friends?

Hud the escort been attempting in
good falth to guard them, would not
the prisoners, surrounded by thirty
nrmad men, have been safer in the
automobile and would they neot have
realized this fact? The bodies of the
prisoners having remalned In pos-
session of the guard, the rescuers must
have been defeated. Then why were
they not pursued and enough of them
taken prisoners to prove that there
was some foundation for the govern-
ment's version of the affair? Why
In & twenty-minute engagement were
two non-combatants killed and only
two comhbatants killed and two wound-
ed? Somebody appears to have taken
better aim when shooting at Madero
and Suarez than when shooting at his
antagonists in the fight.

The world will suspect that elither
the attempted rescue was a fake or
that Huerta dellberately allowed his
plans to leak in the hope that a rescue
would be attempted by Madero's
friends and would furnish a pretext
for the murders, It wonld be In ac-
cordance with Mexican custom If the
escort forced the prisoners to leave
the automobile and run the gauntlet
under the notorious fugitive inw, then
cooked up the story of the attempted
escape, perhaps of the attempled res-
cue also, In order to cover their crime.
Were this the case, all possibility of
disproving the story has been removed
by the death of Madero and Suarez

Ambassador Wilson and the other
diplomatic representatives at Mexico
City may well decline to partake of
Juncheon with men on whom this sus.
picion rests untll those men have
proved their Innocence. They do not
relish the soclety of assassins, nor will
the civilized powers be ready to recog-
nize a government which estnblishes
power by such methods.

-~

BEAL CRIMES AND LAW-MADE ORIMES.

Always unwilling to admit that an
offense agrinst the anti-trust law is
a crime because the law declares It
80, the New York Times attempls to
destroy the moral effect of the prison
sentences passed on the cash register
officlals by contending that the jury
convicted them because their practices
were crimes In the jury's opinion, ir-
respective of the Sherman law, After
briefly reciting the viclous acts of
which the cash register men were
found gullty, the Times says:

By soy Jjury of merchants or businesy
men thess practiices would be denounwad
as diabonest and wrong. They vialate
the usagea of honest tradesmen. It s be-
cause the crimes charged wore realiy crimes
= the fudgmen! of the ftury that the Gov-
arnmant suoceeded In getting a verdiet of
wtllty In this case, while In 80 muany other
eriminal prosecutions under the Sherman
faw It kas falled. What a lawyer or a
eourt would eall restramnt of trade might
appear to u jury of bdusiness men wa being

ther eriminal aor wroagful,

In drawing this distinctlon between
erimes which are really crimes and
statute-made crimes under the Shar-
man law, the Times overlooks a few
facts, Juries have for several years
beon convicting trust officials of stat-
ute-made crimes, though they could
Dot have known that the jndge would
not impose prizon sentences. The jury
Iz the cash register case could not
have known that Judge Hollister
would send the acoused to prison.
There has been squeamishness on the
part of judges in branding as convicts
“magnates,” “prominent citizens”
“blg business men,” as trust officlals
are variously styled, but there has been
little such sentlment on the pant of
juries. Judges have been disposed to
et off the gullty with fines, often ri-
diculously Inadequate in amount The
chlef significance of the prison sen-
tences in the Cincinnatl case Iy that
they show the Influence of an aroused
public opinton upon the judges.

The Times i= greatly displeasad with
the anti-trust laws recently passed In
New Jersey at the |nstigation of Gov-
ernor Wilson, which have been named
“the Seven Sisters.” and gquestions
whether juriez would convict under
them. It says one of the laws “would
prevent the forming of a partnership
by twe men who had previously been
sompetitors.” That iz to assume that
the judges would construe the law
in conflict with common sense. It
iuestions whether business men would
call It a orime “if two manufasturers,
finding the murket much overstocked,
should declde, In pursuance of an un-
derstanding, temporarily to reduce the
output of thelr milis?™ With normal
competitive conditions restored, the
two manufacturers In such o case
would naturally reduce thelr output
without any understanding. If they
‘did not, the weaker would soon go to

speiks.

We are graduslly advancing to the
point where erimes against the antl-
trust law will be regarded universally
as renl crimes and will be treated ac-
ecordingly. Probably the last stage in
this process will be the reconstruc-
tion of the busine=s=s cthles govern-
ing the conduct of trust officials and
thefr sponsors in the press, but the
public opinlon of the Natlon at Iarge
will pot suffer defiance by a com-
paratively few men, no matter what
financial power they may wield.

PROGRESSIVES AND THEIR FARTY.

Among other meritorious measures
which Governor West is to have an
opportunity to wveto is the act con-
ferring upon the Progressive party the
right to have a primary of its own In
Oregon and making Hs provislons ef-
fective at once. If the Governor ap-
proves, we shall have the first Pro-
gressive primary In the coming Port-
jand city campsaign; which means that
we ahall have candidates for Mayor
and for all other elective city offices
named by the Progressives without the
ald of any machine, whether engl-
neered by Stutesman Kellaher or by
Boss Coe.

All this is highly encouraging to
persons who wish to see politics put
on an honest basls. If there Is to be
a Progressive party, there surely ought
to be a Progressive primary; and if
there s to be a Progressive primary.
none but Progressives should take
part therein.

We may look now for a ringing ap-
peal from Progressive headquarters to
go to the Courthouss and register as
Progressives, or to withdraw their res.
istration as Republicans, if they can,
and re-registar under their proper des-
lgnation. If the Progressive head-
quarters will {ssue no call, the Pro-
greesives ought to go anyway.

The Oregonian gives the Progres-
sives the benefit of the announcement
that there is a party and a primary
for them now, and suggests that they
ought to make & better showing in the
registration than they have 5o far
made. Only one-tenth, or less, of the
men and women now enrolling them-
selves In Multnomah County are Pro-
gressives.

FRIGIITENED BY BOGIES,

PORTLAND, Feb. 34,—(To the Editor.)—
In an answer to Fh . Butterly's question
regarding the operation of ths sterilization
bill, The Oregonian says: “Under the law,
high-rellers wil!l not be dragged frum autos
nor hohoes be pleked up off tha stresta to
be hustled to the operating table” But the
question remalns: Wil people be ploked up
off the streot, sent to tho insane asylum.
nnd from there rusbed to the operatling ta-
ble T You know that anybody from the
United States President down to the Iast
sewer-digger, from the white-halred lady of
# down to the baby In the ersdle, can be
“deciared' insane and he sent to the Asy-
ltm. Whers (s the dividing line between
suna and Ilnsane? REX.

Here is another man whom the gob-
lins are sure to get If he does not keep
away from soap-box orators and avold
dark alleys. The law does not make
mero insanity cause for sterilization.
But 1t suthorizes sterilization of habit-
uel criminals, moral degenerates and
sexual perverts, sane or insane, who
bave been confined after due legal
process in one of the state institutions.
Degeneracy and sexusl perversion are
readily defined and recognized. The
harmless crank !s just as safe as he
ever was.

If our alarmed correspondent
believes somcbody is lkely, be-
cause this law has been passed, to be-
come the Innocent victim eof conapir-
acy nnd bribery or other corruption of
public officials, he may as well lapse
into a perpetual state of shuddering
fear. 'The operation under such ecir-
cumstances would be no lesa crimioal
now than before the enactment of the
law, and thers ere other atrocities that
are just as threatening. The surgeons
at the insane asylum have always had
authority to amputate a patient’s
hand, or arm, or leg, if such amputa-
tion be necessary to save him from
futal blood poisoning.

When all our courts are composed
of villnins, and our institutions gov-
erned by scoundrels, it will probably
be possible to turn sane, worthy men
into maimed and doddering wrecks.
While the sensible will not be dis-
mayed by this remote possibility, the
person who Is silly enough to hunt for
and be frightened by them will find
the world is full of bogles.

TRUSTS NOT FACTOR IN MEXICAN CASE.

Bome of The Oregonlan’s valued
friends have obtained somewhere the
false ldea that If intervention in Mex-
o is MfAnally accomplished by the
United States It will be solely In the
property interests of American trusis
and moneyed corporations. Two, In
letters published today, reveal that
opinlon.

As a matter of fact, Iin 1900 there
were 15,2650 Americans in Mexico, and
it Is estimated that after the enumer-
atlon of that year the number more
than doubled and remnained at the
higher flgure until conditions became
unsettled throughout the country. It
Is estimated that even now in Mexico
City there are fully 15,000 Americans.

These citlzens are in all walks of
life, bat even were they employed by
the Morgan or Guggenhelm [nterests,
our moral duty to protect them and
their property would be just as strong
us if they were engaged in independent
endeavor,

Moreover, If we desire to maintain
the force of tha Monros Dootrine, it is
ocur duty to protect other forelgn
residents In Mexico aguainst anarchy.
One correspondent, Mr, Leeper, would
stretch the JMonrge Doctrine to per-
mit othar natlons to preserve by tem-
porary force the llves and property of
their own cliulzens. Yet the combined
French, British, German and Italian
population of Mexlco does mnot equal
the American population,

It would be cheaper, but not a
great source of pride for Amerlea,
having greater Interests than all these
nations combined, to stand aloof and
let them restore order If foreign in-
tervention becomes necessary. If we
are to take rank with China, Spain,
Guatemala and Cuba, which also have
material representation in Mexico, in
protecting cltizens abroad, we are In
sorry company. But we du not believe
that America will ever sacrifice duty
and patriotlsm to the trust issue.

The Dally Astorian (printed at As-
toria) permits Itself to get axcited over
i letter sent to The Oregonian by n
Mr. Wertheimer, and not printed. A
great many letters are sent to The
Oregonian, and not all of them are, or
can be, printed. Mr. Werthelmer
wrote a letter offensively imputing to
The Oregonlan improper motives in
paying so little attention to an ad-
dress by Mr. Joseph N. Teal an the
Columbin River, The Wertheimer let-
ter was ignored for that reason, and
for that reason pnly. We had had no
complaint about the matter from Mr.

that the Astorian has sought to make
a great deal out of a very little matter
fs that the Astorian cannot help It,
being gulded by a very little mind.

AN UNPROMISING INVENTION.

We do not expect to see the new In-
vention which the Bwiss have just per-
fected become very populsr. It con-
sists of 4 pair of Iittle bicycles about
eighteen Inches high. One machine is
strapped to each foot of a pedestrian
and he Is thus enabled to go about the
conntry at amasing speed. The con-
trivance is so artfully made that the
mere shifting of the user's welght
from one foot to the other propels it.

Still, even this is too much exertion,
What mian has always sought Is not a
way to make his own strength more
effective, but to compel the strength
of somebody or something else Lo serve
him. The great man has always been
the one «who lald plans and forced
somebody else to execute them. In
the beginning of clvilization mankind
could not produce food encugh to feed
the whole population comfortably.
The shrewd therefore compelled the
stupld to cultivata the ground and turn
over the product to them. Thus began
that condition of a landed aristocracy
luxuriating in plenty while the tolling
peasantry starved, which runs through
all history, Ewven now, though sclence
has enabled the race to produce all the
foed it needs, the old habits persist
and the fortunate few still compel the
stup!/d many to work for them. Per-
haps they always wiil

The inventiona which are likely to
become popular are those which make
some natnral force work for man,
either to earry him across the country
or through the alr or to plow his land
end weave his cloth. Evolution plain-
Iy tends toward a condition where the
human species will be emancipated
from physical toil and thus be free to
devote all its energies to art, litera-
ture and politfca. What will become
of the stupid who have not wit enough
to do anything but muscular work' in
that blessed time we do not undertake
to predict, but certainly the era of
physical work l= passing.

The slavery of nature to man pro-
gresses visibly. Every year brings
rome new invention to harness another
sgource of natural energy and set free

new group of human tollers. The
only drawback to tha process seems to
be that In attalning thelr freedom they
usually starve, But what Is starvation
to the joys of liberty and Idleness?
ff the Swiss want to make their for-
tunes, let them Invent some way of
walking without legs.

THE VOCATION OF MOTHERHOOD,

The ordinary baby show {s an affair
of sentiment, gush and flunkeyism.
If the banker's baby ls exhibited, It
takes the prize, no matter If it Is spav-
Ined In both legs, crook-kneed and
blind In both eyes. The minlater's
offapring i= sure of secqnd mention at
least, although the judges are morally
certain that the poor little thing
will grow up to be hanged. The lead-
ing peoliticlan's. hope and joy. born
three months before the show opened,
invarinbly carries off the third premi-
um, If not the first. Such shows are
evidently of no great efflcacy for the
betterment of the human breed. At
an ¢xhlbition of plgs the mother’s tears
and winsome svitcheries have no In-
fluence wpon the judges’ decislon. The
prize goes to the plglet best fitted to
Is¥ on the maximum of fat from the
minimum of feed. At a cow show
the prize goes to the producer of the
maost and richest milk. Politics, reli-
glon and maternal sobs cut no figure
In the verdlct, In lowa not long ago
It occurréd to two remarkable women
to conduct a baby show on the same
lines as the stock shows at the county
falr, The bables were marked, not
according to the wealth and soclal
standing of their parents and aunts,
but by their actual physical makeup.
They were welghed and measured,
their pedigrees were Impartially esti-
mated, thelr appearance was consid-
ered from the polnt of view of com-
ing efficiency and on that basls the
prizes were awarded,

The two women who ventured upon
this Innovation in baby shows were
Mrs. Mary T. Watts and Dr. Margaret
Vaupel Clark. The former is a lead-
ing member of the Iowa Mothers' Con-
gress, The latter is a practicing phy-
sician and we should guess that she
must stand at the very head of her
profession. If she does not, she cer-
tainly ought. In judging the babies
some “general data™ were first set
down, as we learn from The Woman's
Home Companion for March. For ex-
ample, whether its parents llved In
town or country, whether it was fed
at the breast or artificially, what kind
of food it had and whether it was
robust at birth. These essentinl facts
ascertalned, the judges were in a sit-
uation to know whether the baby was
growing up properly or not. They
then proceeded to mark the Infant ac-
cording to a fixed gtandard, just as the
students at Corvallls mark calves and
colts. For Instance, the perfect baby
Is 2015 Inches 'high at birth. If a
given specimen was only 16 Inches
high when that important event oc-
curred, it iIs marked far down the
ecnle. Its weight at onme vear old
ought to be 21 pounds. If it tips the
balance at 14 and no more, it geis a
low mark on this point. Thus the
judgment proceeds, taking Into ae-
count “ecircumference of abdomen,
symmetry of figure, quality of muscles,
strength of hand grip, shape, slze and
position of ears, shape, sise and condi-
tion of teeth, disposition, facia)l ex-
pression,” and so on through a long
tist. The perfect baby obtained the
miximum grade on every point, but
most of the poor little things fell far
below perfection. In fact, the Iowa
bables ran so frightfully far below the
mark that thelr parents formed a he-
role resolve to begin paying as much
attention to human stock as they had
been payving to pigs and cattle. Dr.
Margaret Clirk and Mrs, Watts
achieved a brillant triumph and the
crusade for making motherhood a vo-
cation Instead of a game with death
and the penitentiary {8 well on in
Town.

If the famous Dr. Felix Adler can
have his way It will zoon be on every-
where. In a fearless Interview pub-
lished in the Hastern papers he comes
out boldly for “the vocation of mother-
hoopd,” 'This means nothing more or
tess than that we must train women
to ba mothers n= we have been traln-
ing men to be carpenters and lawyers,
The old [dea that nature teaches
avery woman the essential points of
motherhood has been shown to be
false. Tt is so terribly false that it
causes the deaths of milllons of chil-
dren. Many mothers do not know how
to clothe their infants, to feed them,
to teach them the elements of morals,
or to traln them In their native tongue.
BEvery physiclan knows how utterly

Teal; nor have we observed that there

foollsh the ordinary mother is about

£ : vair |

can do In the of clotht 3 7
child paraded on the street In a stiff
high hat and bare legs. Half the
deaths of liftle children are due to the
folly of their mothers. The cne bit of
knowledge they get direct from nature
is how to love their darlings, but their

chology of infants in order to give the
first les=ons {n morallty and language
properly. They ought to understand
the m#chinery of the body as a chauf-
feur does his automobile, so as to keap
it in good working order. Half the
miseries of life come from Inattention
to the machine we all carry around
with uws from birth to death. The
mother should be able to start her
baby right in this all-important mat-
ter. It is to be taken into considera-
tion also that Nature does not intend
by any means that every woman
ghould be & mother. There are some
who are ecspecially adapted to this
profession and others who are nol.
Those who are mdapted to it ought to
choose motherhood for thelr vocation
and train themsalves for it as they
would for any other business. It Is
time for.a revolution in the old meth-
ods of ignorance and superstition by
which young humanity is so often
marred and even slain,

But there Is another point which
must not be overiooked. The mother
may be never so well trained In her
voeation, she cannot nurtura her chil-
dren well unless she has the means to
do It with. Her knowledge of the per.
fect baby food Is useless if she has not
the money to buy It. It is of no avall
for her to understand perfectly the art
and sclence of clothing her ohlld If she
is too poor tg buy what it needs. The
best stock breeder In the world must
let his animals deteriorate f he has
not the capital to provide for them.
Human stock s Hke all the rest in this
particutar. If the state and pstion
want perfect human beings bred up by
mothers, they must take care that
mothers have the means to do it.

Students of modern conditions tell
us that the political cartoon has lost
a good deal of Its old-time rancor.
It I =till pointed, but It aims to cause
& kindly smlile rather than te polson
a man's mind. In war time popular
cartoons went to all lengths of malig-
nity. They often used outright false-
hood to gain thelr purpose. The mod-
ern cartoonlst must stand firmly on
facts. He may exaggerate, but he
must not falsify. His abundant humor
and sunny jests teach many a useful
lesson, but they leave no wounds that
will not heal.

Canada’s inland waterway system
Is in far better condition than ours,
The United Siates made the mistake
of neglecting rlvers and eanals when
raflrond bullding began. Cunnada was
wiser. She has contipued to dig new
canals and Improve her navigable riv-
ers without a pause. The system has
prospered in competition with the rail-
roads and is now Iin a situation to
dispose of & falr share of Inland traf-
flc. We may profitahly, If a little
sadly, contemplate the example of our
northern neighbor,

Dealers are predicting a light crop
of Oregon potatoes this year, based
probably on the heavy crop vet unsold
and the swing of the pendulum that
governs production, There Is, however,
a view that should not be overlooked.
If 1913 proves to be a dry year, al-
ways a possibility, the grower who
lakes the long chance will be well re-
pald.

Those who would abolish the Leg-
Islature and let the people make the
Jaws must remember the people named
and chose the members of the Legis-
lature, and a stream cannot rise above
it head. The people are ruling.

Instead of putting the axe to ap-
propriations asked for the Natlonal
parks, Secretary Fisher should leave
that to thsa Democrats. Economy |=
their forte, except when voting pen-
sions and bulldings.

Thers must be great rellef among
the men who wrote those love letters
to Mrs. Lyons, which have been selzed
by the police, and how extremely po-
lite those men will be to Captain
Mooney. d

The movement of General Carter
and the Unlted States Army is be-
ginning to attract almost as much at-
tention as General Rosalle Jones and
the suffragist army.

It would scem that there Is going
to be quite a scrap made over send-
ing the big naval scrapper Oregon to
the scrap-heap.

There 1s an opportunity for a fow
members of the proletariat in that
school distriet near Chlea, Cal.,, where
the school may be closed for lack of
pupils.

The fronworkers will put themselves
11 better standing with their fellows
in organized labor by not re-electing
oMicers under sentence and out on
balil.

Of course, if they were sursa his dis-
appearance would be permanent, the
legisintors might reconclle themselves
to the Governor’s absence.

Crooks who started (o operate un-
der a dstective bureau neglected to
take Into consideration the officer on
the beat.

The sum of $3.427,000 was spent
in postage stamps the past year. Au-
thors and lovers are malnly responsi-
ble.

“Hits man who holds him up with
revolver,” says a headline. Pusxle:
Who held the revolver?

Turks and Balkan sllles cannot get
on the front pame while affairs are
stirring near home,

Medieval court intrigue s out-
stripped in barbariec finesse by the
Mexican variety,

“Aye, tear her tattered ensign
down." Only the Oregon's ensign never
got tattered.

The Mexican, ltka all off-colored
people, Is half child and wholly bar-
barian

And Ralph Watson, the secretary;
oh, where is he?

Porfirio the Great would better look
up sailing dates.

This weather makes the fan rest-

leaa,

0 COMBAT COST OF LIVING
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n
tor.)—Dissipation of time and money
by the laboring people and the middle
clagses, in my judesment, causes more
than all the food trusts in existence.
The corrupt slements of combinations
are responsible to a degree. but the di-
rect cause Iz with the consumer the
masses that create and Indulge the
very conditions eanabling business in-
tereata to combline for greater proflts.
Starvation wages are one direct cauwe,
but worst of all are the insufferable
passions of wvanity, luel for luxuries,
deaire to make a living without work,
exXcessive buying-on eredit, incessant
spending of time and money In frivo-
lous and riotous living., 'Thesa nare
the comblnations of evil more vicious
for inducing high cost of living than
ail the trusts would be Iif combined
into one,

The trusts know the weakness of the
peopls, but the people 4o not know
tire weakness of the trusts. The trusts
bnaderstand the art of Induclng the
masses to part with thelr money, but
the masses have yeot to learn the art
of saving snd Investing thelr earnings
to good use. The people have the pow-
er io break or at least to regulate the
combinations in 30 days those con-
trolling the necessities of 1lfe espe-
cially. They also have the power {o
reduce the cost of living to a reason-
able figure In less time than it will
take to break the trusts, but they will
not exert those powers for the obvious
reason that it would Involve, first of
all, correction of faults at their own
door to & greater extent than they are
willing to admit or Jisposed to remedy.

How long would & trust or combi-
nation exist or be effective If people
simply refused to buy any &article re-
stricted In supply eor ralsed In prics
above a resxsonable flgure? How long
would merchants be selllng contract
goods if their patrons flatly refused
to buy any article wholesaled under
a contract to s=e]l at a certaln price?

It Is one thing to preach and another
to practice what we preach. The writer
worked for wages for vears, beginning
at $6 per week, later on recelving S100
per month. The higher my salary,
the less I saved, though never Indulg-
ing In excessive dissipation. One day
I chanced to meet o good woman—n
Eirl who had worked In an office for
years for 35 to $10 per week. She
polnted the way, Marriage resuited,
As a beginning, she Invested her sav-
ings In part payment of a home and my
salary of $7d per month was our liv-
Ing. We solved at the start of our mar-
rled Iife to live right and within our
means. To lve well; to enjoy some
pleasures and luxuries, but to provida
for a rainy day. We bought nothing
on credit except by way of Iinvestments
in real estate. We pay cash now or
go without. No solicitor Is asked to
call for orders and no merchant is put
to the trouble and expense of delivar-
ing goods not too heavy or large for
my wife or me to earry home, Wa glve
our mite to the church and charity as
In duty bound. We live well and are
happy. Our rating today. In spita of
the high cost of living, i=2 in the five
flgures,

1 do not mean to be egotistical, but
have n just pride and every gond rea-
son for gratitude. The trusts and low
wages are nothing In comparison to
the vices of the people for increasing
the cost of living, Thers is peacea and
plenty for the frugnl man and woman.
There i{s misery and ruin for the vain
and dissipated.

HAPPY MAN AND WIFE.

Monroe Doctrine and Mexico.

PORTLAND, Feb. 24.—(To the Ed!-
tor.)—Why mot “start something?”
Why not advoecate an amendment to
the Monros Doctrine, which, by the wiy,
wns not an original Idea of President
Monroe? It was suggested by the Prime
Minister of England, Channlng, and
Monroe knew & good thing when he
taw It and promptly adopted the sug-
goestlon.

I ftavor an amendment to the Mon-
roe Doetrine by Inserting a elouse that
will permit European natlons tempor-
arlly to take possesalon of territory
on the Western Homisphere for the
purpose of maintaining order and the
collection of debts only. It would be
cheaper than If we do It, and would
kave us lots of trouble,

1 don't favor Intervention In Mexico
for tha sole purposs of protecting a
few caplitalista who want there to make
money with their eyves wide open to
tha dangers of engading In business
whare law and order Is not maintained.
If they went to Mexico on the assur-
ance that thelr interests would be
protected and have got into trouble,
lat them look to that country for re-
dress, and not ask tha Unlted Btates
to pull thelr ¢hestnuts out of the fire.
With the Phllippines and our other re-
cent acquisitions we have nbout all
the trouble we can atteond to.

I am one of the victimg of a mis-
placed confidence in Mexlecan stabllity,
but 1 have no klek coming and am go-
ing to take my medlclne.

W. M. LEEPER.

In Cleveland's Administration =a
British fleet selzed the customs-house
at Corinto, Niearagua, and enforced
the collection of a debt without pro-
test from the United States.

Descent of Property.

DORRIS, Cal, IFeb, 15.—(To ths Ed-
ftor,)—{1) If 2 woman has a deed to &
plece of land in her name and wishen
to sell same, can she give a clear deed
without her husband slgning It (2)
If a hushand dies without making will
nnd there are children, does his wife
fall helr to all the property or do his

relatives come In for a part?
A SUBSCRIBER.
(1) In Oregon, no. In Callfornia,

yeos, |f the property came to the wife by
descent or was owned by her prior to
mearringe or was purchassed with her

own money; otherwise, no.

(3) In Oregon the wife gets all. 1In
Callfornia, all the property acquired
during marriage goes to the widow, If

the propety was aoquired by the hus-
band prior to marriage® or came to him
by gift or devise during marriage, part
goen to widow and part to husband's
relatives.

Audernonville Prison.
BUPLERE, Or., Feb. 23.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Flesa state where the book on
“Horrorse of Andersonville Prison" can
be had, J. H. QUINN.

One of the best books on the subjact
is "The Tragedy of Andersonville'” the
trial of Captain Henry Wirs, the prison-
keeper, written by General N. P. Chip-
man, Judge Advoecate of Military Court,
price $2, and published by N. P. Chip-
man and George W, Ficks, S8acramento,
Cal. The book Is dated 1811, contains
532 pages, and can be consulted at the
Portland Publlie Library.

No “Natlonal" FHelidny.
PORTLAND, Feb, 34—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Kindly state if there are any
National holldays In the Unitec States
If July 4 Is celebrated by the Nation,
why la It only a legal hollday? T. R,

There ls no National! hollday because
Congress has nover appointed any day
to be observed as such by tha Nation.
Observance of the Fourth of July is
nation-wide because everly state by In-
dapandent enactemnt has declared It a
legal holiday.,

A Three-Year Outing Trip.

Indianapolis News.
Algot Lange, of New York, has start-
ed pn a threa-year exploring trip along

the upper walers of the Amazon River,

by Student of Archacology.

PORTLAND, Feb. 23—(To the Ed-
Itor.)—Professor Charles Hallock claims
that his geological investigation proves
that Caln, after Kkilling his brother,
Abel, migrated to the land of Nod, and
that the land of Nod ls Jdentical with
that part of the Stite of Oregon In and
about Klamath Falls

Profeasor Halloek g conclusions are,
in the main, correct; but, getting them
from the source he doés, s bound to
leave the whole question in more or
less doubt. The way fo get at the
foundation of anythiag Is to get after
the facts, real, hard-headed facts. 1
have been a Bible student during my
life; have made an satudy of the Bible
history of Cain and other prominent
and Nlustrious men of that time, and
have scgulred all of the traditions of
the Caln family, handed down from
father ww son during the misty gen-

erations immediately following the
assassination of Abel by his elder
brother,

Traditlon teaches us that Cain, with
his family, or some of his family at
least, crossed the plains and settled
in Southern Oregon. Tradition Is a
Httle shy on dates, but I am sure It
was the samep year that Ehakespeare
lilved In Kansas. Caln was traveling
under an alins after reaching Oregon,
probahly from fear that extradition
papers milght bhe sent out from back
home,

Ho was at that time known as “Sear-
facad Charlie,” by reason of his having
& large, irregular sear In his forehead.
About the same date the two eldest
sons of Cain located at or near Goose
Lake. At all events I %Xnow Goose
Lake to have heen thelr P. O, address,
and as proof of thelr Identity they
hath wore patticonts made of sheap-
tkins with the wool on. In the nelgh-
borhood Iin which they lived they were
known under the euphonious cognomen
of Herr Most and Snake-ayed Pete re-
spactfully, and, coming from n long
Hne of pastoral anceostors, naturally
dropped Into the cattle husiness,
invented a curious plece of
mongering, which, when well heated
and applied to the bodles of thelr
nelghbors' stock, acted as a conveyance
af title,

During the primary stages of their
business career they did splendidly, bhut
some selflsh and ignorant cowboys
living near them took ndvantage of
thelr innocenze and crude knowledge
of the country and induced them to
attempt the unlgue fent of breaking
ropea with thelr necks, the attempt
proving a disastrous fallure. Agres-
able to all established precedentis In
such cases, the ropes held,

They are still located somewhers In
Goose Lake country, hut no man
knoweth where the sepulehre Is even
unto this day, Traditlons arg gome-
what foggy am to the residue of the
Caln family, but I have a dim recol-
lectlon that Caln's wife divorced him
for some trivial reason, such as talk-
Ing too freely while Intoxicated or for
staying out too Ilnte at his “club.”

DR. B. A, MARKER.
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M'CLELLAN AND THE UNION CAUSE

Writer Reealls Further Evidence of
General’s Lack of Enthusiasm.

NEWBERG, Or., PFeb. 24—(To thu
Zditor,.)—The smtement wmade In an
editorin! printed in The Oregonian,

Sunday thay Halleck ordered Pope East
to supplint MceClallan as commuander of
the Army of the Polomac during the
Civil War Ils an error. Pope took com-
mand of the Army of Virginla June 26,
1862, and Halleck was not appolnted
commander-In-chlef untll July 11 fol-
lowing., In fact It was through Popue's
Influence that =alleck was called to
Washington,

The Army of Virginia consisted of
three corps commanded, respactively, by
Fremont, Banks and McDowell. It was
ut that dite northwest of Richmond und

the deslgn was to have It operate In
conjunction with the Army of the
Potomac then on the James River.

When Pope took command of the 38,000
men composing the Army of Virginia
he at once wrote to McClellan express-
Ing an earnest desire to co-operate
with him. To this the latter made no
réply nand when he was ordersd by
Halleck to remove his army back to
the Potomac [n order to connect with
Pope when It became evident thut Lee's
entire forea would fall upon Pope he
was 11 days In commencing that
movemeént. He had no Intentlon to
ald this man who had come out of the
Weal. On the contrary he =ald: *“If
Pope has got himself Into a fix let him
get himself oug of "

But Pope had not got himself into a
fix. He obeyed orders In taking com-
mand of the Army of Virginla expect-
ing that MoClellan. would do his shuare
of the fighting. He certainly had no
reanson to expect that he was to fght,
with 88,000, the nrmy of Confederates
that McClellan had confronted a few
months before with a force of 240,234
men after slx months of drilllng and
organizing,

One of McClellan's
General Franklin, satd that McClelian
fought the battle of Antletam with a
halter around hiy neck and that {f he
had falled there he would have been
cashlered, the assumption belng that
ha fllegally In commoand of tha
Army of the Potomac. The fact Is he
was not rtelleved of that ocommand
previous to the Antietam battle,
his repart of that engugement General

ardent friends,

raE

Halleck says: "Lee pushed hix main
army across the Potomace for a rald
into Muaryland and McClellan was
directed to pursue him with all his

troops which were not required for the
defense of Washinglon,”

You are fully wurranted in the oriti-
clams in the editorinl referred tp of
MeQlellan's lack of enthusiasm in the
Unlon cause, Hiz nomination for the
intorest in
writing

party exclted
South, o

gEreat
Clay,

Horatio or T. H. Seymour Is to be Sio-
af War
geparation if tha South cannot be In-

duced to reconstruct any common gov-
ernment. J. T. BELL.™

Lome Fir As Memorial Park.,
PORTLAND, Feb. 24.—(To the Rdj-
tor.)—Permit me to take thiz method

tiful sentiment expressed in the com-
munication In The Oregonian of this
date by “Home-Owner Near By," under
the head, “Future of Lone Fir Ceme-
tery.,” It Is an article thag

the future of this cemetery

\ Why =hould a cold selfish public have
| no respect for the resting place of the
rfarufalln_-rs of our beautiful city? Why
not the city take over this burinl plueoe,
as o memorial park., prevent further
burtals therein, open the roadways and
alleyn closed  up by a few of the lot
owners styling themselves “Lot Owners'
Association,” thus leaving It In park
shape, and not a plot sown with graves
as. would appear by the amended plat
naw on record? Let us respect the
memory of our departed lying within
Its confines by muking the places a
beautiful spot to visit; to rend oid
familar names: to hear the birds sing:
to s¢e the roses bud and bloom, and to
those inclined, to reflect npon the trials
and tribulations eof Jifs and the
mysteries beyond the grave.
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By Dean Collins.

I woke today and saw the sun
And felt the rod corpuscies run
About my system, whispering:
“This s the Arst duy of the Spring.”
I took the tip and then and there
1 donned my Summer underwenr.

I seoffed the Winter's woolen wear
And kicked It underpsnth a chalr;
“Avaunt!"” I erfed. “No more for ma
Shnll your raw strands annoying be.
I'm done with all that sort of thing.
There Is no doubt that it is Spring.”

I wundered out upen the Jos,

And life wax joviul unto me:

I watchied the crowds of strollers pmas,
I rolled upon the springing grass;
"Thig climate is the best,” I eried;

“For early here come falr Springtide.”

And in the dunic I rambled home,

With prideful thoughts within my
dome:
Thinking: “Forsooth, I truly wot,

I'm alwaye Johnny-on-the-Spat,
When Spring enllvens fleld and grange,
To be there with the garment change.”

“Hail, the fair leaf buds on the treos—"

Aly speech here end iu a4 sneeze

Oh, Spring is here | «d, but still

I think I'll take a quir v pill,

And drag from underncath the chalr

Onee more wonlen underwear.
Portland, February &

my

Twenty-five Years Ago

From Tha Oregonlan of February 20, 18588,

Spokane Fulls, W, T, Febh, 34.—Putsla
Olark, the mannger of the FPoorman.
has jJust recelved a report from the
Denver Reduction Works on the first
100 of the €00 tons of ore whipped from
the Poorman. It averages 37876 per
ton,
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Judge Catlin moade an oridar yesters
and George H
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the estate of Geo
should appear beforn
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to Lilile A, James, wife of George V.
Harry Smlley, acknowledged to be

the very best and moest succenrful trot-

ting horae driver and conditioner 1n

the Northwest, hns bsen engamed by

R, M. Wilher, af the Grand stable.
The East Blde, — Yestorday the
Eighth grade of the Central High
school gave o Washington memorial
eXercide. Tha programme wnas opensd
with an excellent paper by Susie Mor-
gan on “Washington's ancestors and
Birth., This was fallowed by papers
from May Ginss, Ada Meroer, Jennie

Cathey and Ira Bell,

I hereby appolnt the following named
gentlemen n commities 10 organize at

least one Democratico <lub in each
voting precinet In Multnomah County.
o wit: Z<ra Snow, Rush Mendenhall,
M. G. Munly, E. D, McKeer, 8. Jullus
Mayver, M. Koshland, B. M. Mantelll, of
Portiand; J. H Steffin, of Albina; C.
Tavior, of East Fortiand, and J. P
Zirngicbel, of Sellwood. Asron K. Walt,

chalrman,

Half a Century Ayo

From The Oregonian of Februury 28, 1843

Calro, Feb. L1.—We have news from
Viekaburg to February 7. The tam,
Queen of the West, hnd returned from

below. Her trip down the river was
moat successful, She met three steam-
ers with provisions for the rebels at

Vicksbhurg and succeeded In destroying
all of them.

Washington, Fob, 1L.—Tha GSenate
yesterdny passed a blll remodeling the

entire postal system It provides for
the appolntmont of all postmustars
with salarles of over §1000 a year by
the President; those with salaries un
der that amount are to be appolnted
by the Fostmaster-Goneral. All per
quisites are abolishad. Dropped let-

g cents and car-
thé revenue

lers are 1o be charged
riers pald & salary from

Insteadl of receiving a cent on each
letter.

Chicago, Feb, 16,—The Ilnols Leg-
islature adjournsed on Baturday. The
resolutions demanding an armistice and
convention, whl pasged the House
some days sipnce, falled in the Benale.

Similar resolutions sure still under con-
stderation In the Indlana, New Jeraey
and Ohio Legialaturas,

The Paris Pays aays: The Govern-
ment of the Emperor has addressed a
communication lo the Washington
Government proposing & moans of ar-
rangemant between the belllgerents,

n-,l_-h'-_-, woiild fully protect the dignity

of the Ameriedns.

Dogens of new edifices have been
erected during the Winter and other
are in progz 3 of rection, benides

othor lmpr 1entsE | e way of nd

R. B. CURRY.

tland Is fast
magnlitude and

ditions, repairs, eoto £

importance

Monopely's Interest in Mexico.

tion was held, satd: PORTLANID, Feb. 24.—(To the Edi-
“Most of our true friends from “1,._!mr.l—l notiee that much Interestl Ia
Chicego convention whom I saw thoumht | @Xpressed by ne of .t.b- mAanagors
it would be very unwise In the South|of our 5‘““"{_‘,‘” '_"'“'”“f‘_“'-"“"‘l e
to do anything tending to the dpfpa‘|ul:r boya to Mexloo. 'M'“. he sta
of McClellan. They argued thus: Peace | peint of a man who has huj.lruxr“_\_:.tr?
may be made with him on terms you |0f experience in #ctive service, "”“‘:"L_'
will accept. At all events he Is com-|in as » private in the ranks passing
. fes to the command of

A regiment of cavalry, I wish 1o exprass

tles and try negotlations. The plat- = :
form means pesce uncondltionally, Val- ”’?,."""l'f",rf 1 Seatis Governmant has
landigham and Weller framed It rhe nited State -“ ”il y lJ-' N tlngit

» Mexien
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WHY HE SAD?
Why be sud when all around us nature
sings out with del 4
be sud becihuso tho d ima doesn't
last on through the night?
Why be sad becaise the weather doesn't
=sult our 1

Why

awmn d

Why be sad because some f(dir one
Ands another o admire?

Why be sad beicsose world's forlunes
do pot to dur pockets come?

Why ba sad bocause another buuts us
out in llfe's long run?

Why be sud when sidnoss only 1a to all

but mental show?

be sad when thero’s hn such thing
but the thinkiing makes it soT
Johnz 0, ELLSWORTH.

Why
Bt




